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Southeast District Conference
"I will instruct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt
go; I will guide thee with mine eye"

conference.

(Psalms 32:8).

weìcomed everyone and invited dif-

The Lord certainly had His eye
rpon the Southeast District as 23
elde¡s and 12 teache¡s gathered in
Tampa, Florida on August 5 & 6,
1990. The purpose of this conference was for instruction and
teaching. District President John
D'Orazio turned the annual
Spiritual Conference over to Apostle V. James Lovalvo, who had
prepared a seminar for the
brethren.
The Saturday morning meeting
was dedicated to discussion concerning the call to minister. Bro.
Jim kept the seminar open for comments and questions, which made
for a liveìy exchange. Folìowing a
delicious lunch, the afternoon session, again chaired by Bro. Jim,
picked right up. The discussion, the
questions, and the answers were all
timely, instructive, and edifying to

all present.
The Saturday evening meeting
featured Bro. Jim fielding questions
from the congregation, which was
now open to everyone. A good portion of the questions and the discusion refe¡red to the topic of
rìighteousness. It was wonderful to
find that all present seemed
satisfied with the instruction given.

The Lord surely had His eye on the
On Sunday morning, Bro. John

ferent individuals and groups to
sing. The sweetness of this singing,
along wìth the congregational singing, acted as a wonderful welcome
to the saints and friends, as well as
an invitation for the Lord's Spirit
to be in our midst.
Bro. Jim opened the meeting by
preaching about the dedication that
Ruth had for her mother-in-law,
Naomi. Reading from the book of
Ruth, ou¡ brother likened this
dedication to our own service to
God. He then expounded on the
story of Ruth, centering his themes
around the word "assimilate."
Bro. Jim compared the saints to
a drop of water that is added to a
gallon of wine. The water is taken
in and becomes a part of the whole
gallon. He spoke of horv we must
assimilate into the Church, the body
of Christ. Bro. Jim invited alì,
especially the unbaptized, to
assimilate themselves into the
Church and dedicate their lìves to
the Lord.
Brothers Cleveland Baldwin,
James G. Speck, Sam Risola Sr.,
and Malcolm Paxton (visiting from
Atlanta, GA) commented fu¡ther on
the same message. The brothers

and sisters were then afforded the

1

opportunity to commune together
and with God in partaking of the
Lord's Supper. The saints of the
Southeast District truly enjoyed the
instruction and the teaching of the
Lord this weekend. Our Spiritual
Conference was just that-spiritual!

Michigan'Onlado
Arca Campout
By Tammg Marln
On the weekend of September
2l-23, 1990, the Michigan-Ontario
Area MBA held its area campout.
Brothers, sisters, and friends from
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Kentucky, and Florida we¡e in attendance with one united goal in mind,
to "Stir It Up!" That was our
theme for the weekend. Brothers
David Lovalvo and Dan Parravano
\ryere our directors.
Groups of people began g"athering Friday evening in anticipation
of a beautiful weekend. Weather
forecasts promised rain all
weekend, but we didn't let that
dampen our spirits. Saturday morning began on a beautiful note, when
people of all ages gathered for a
prayer meeting. A peaceful spirit
prevailed and continued th¡oughout
the course of the weekend.
Chapel was held and seminars

(Conllnued on Page 3)
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Greetings

in

Clvrißt

By Mark Rand,y
They that are calm and of a
happy nature will hardly face the
pressure of age. But to them who
a¡e of the opposite dísposition, both
youth and age will equally be a
burden.
'We

in Modesto enjoyed the
short visit of Sister Darlene Large.
Her outstanding experience cannot
be looked upon as a c¿sual one. The
videotape that she brought with her
showed the activities of the mercy
mission in India. We couìd feel compassion in action.
It appears that similar needs

are present on this continent, just
south of our own borders. The same
progrâm could be of $eat worth
among some very poor areas of
Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, and

Brazil.
The preaching of the Gospel is
foremost, yet similar needs existed
in Judea at the time of the early
Church. "Then the disciples, every
man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the
brethren which dwelt in Judea"
(Acts 11:29). "It has pleased them
of Macedonia and Achaia to make a
certain cont¡ibution for the poor
saints which are at Jerusalem"
(Romans 15:26).

During the time that Darlene
was here in Modesto, her husband,
Bruce, Sam Randy, Vincente Arche,
and Luis Pacheco went to Mexico
and reported two baptisms and one

renewal on November 9, 1990.

While watching the taPe that
Darlene brought, we saw the poor,
handicapped child¡en and could not
heÌp but think of their spiritual
needs as well as their natural ones.

Ye, who are called to labor
and mÍnister for God,
Blessed with the royal priesthood,
and called by His word
To preach among the nations
the news of Gospel Grace
And pubìish on the mountains
salvation, truth and peace.
We praise our Lord Jesus
Ch¡ist, for the love in our hearts.
Yes, His love teaches ou¡ heart and
makes a caring Church. I remember
during the Great Depression, in
Detroit, many of our brothers and
sisters "gave and gave some more"
for those that were poor.
Every Saturday morning,
several baskets of food were
brought to the poor famiìies. I
remember shortly after we had ou¡
second child, I had lost my job. My
turn to travel to the Grand River
(Six Nations), Ontario Mission came
up. I had only two dollars. In those
days the Ladies' Uplift Circle Paid
for the gasoline used on missionary
trips. Brother Frank and Sister
Leata Ford of Windsor provided
the food, and I provided the car. I
sent my wife with our two children
to stay with her parents for the
weekend. I felt, somehow, that God
would provide.
It was a blessed triP. UPon arriving back to my in-laws' home,
my 5-year-old son sang to me,
"Heaven and earth will pass away
but Jesus never fails." Then he
said, "We have food!" My wife and
mother-inlaw could not control
their tears. My wife told me that
shortìy after I left, a young man
came to the house. He said. "I have
food for you." My wife told him,
"But I did not order any food, I do
not have any. money to pay for the
food."
"It is paid for," said the Young
man. He brought in enough food to
Iast until I was working again and
received my pay. "He c¿me in a
panel truck with no name on it,"
my wife said. To this daY, I do not
know who sent that food.
In those days, our peoPle were
full of love; our people are still full
of love. Never underestimate the
love of God in the hearts of God's
children. We will never know what
we can do until we get involved.
I am glad that Sister Darlene
came to visit us.

Jesus gave us a challenge. It is
not easy, but it's worthy of all
sacrifice. Paul, the apostle,
I
answered the challenge, "I am
ready, not to be bound only, but
also to die at Jerusalem for the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ"
(Acts 21:13).
I believe that today we have
like-minded persons, both men and
women. We have prayed for, and
continue to pray for those who dare
to serve, willingly, courageousìy, for
the cause of Jesus Christ.
Bro. Carr and his family, and
before them Bro. DeMe¡curio and
his family, have se¡ved as missionaries in Africa for a numbe¡ of
years, enduring much hardship.
Now others are needed to take
their place. We have also had equally dedicated persons on other
foreign missions, such as ltaly,
Mexico, and Guatemala.
How about you, younger men
and women? The field is still
plenteous, but the laborers a¡e few.
Grace be unto you.

Thank You
A sincere thank you to all mY
brothers, sisters, and friends who
showed their love in so mâny waYS
during my recent illness. Individual
thanks would be impossible for me.
Sister trlsther McCartney

A Gift of Healing
Some months ago, we received

gift of healing in our home. On
March 9, 1990, upon visiting the
doctor, he advised me that my husa

band Angelo's heart was very
weak. After returning home that

evgning his condition worsened, and
by ã:00 the next morning my
children and I rushed him to the
hospitaì.

After my husband spent several
days there, his doctor finally con'
cluded that only one-third of
Angelo's heart was functioning.
When he improved enough to com,
home, the doctor cautioned me to
watch him very carefully, as his
(Conl¡nued on Page 10)
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MBA HiEhliehts

allowed us to enjoy the chilly, crisp
fall evening. It was a day of learning, fun, and fellowship that was
enjoyed immensely.

CAMPOUï continued
got under way. We had five age
groups, all studying the topic of
"Stir It Up." Our teachers led us in
lively and enthusiastic discussions
on why we need to be spiritually
stirred up, how we get stirred up,
what to do to stay stirred up, and
how to stir up others around us.
Each seminar group seemed quite
involved with their class and participation was very good. I personally attended the 17-26-year-old
class, which was attended by an
amazing 50 peopìei At the beginning of the seminar we arranged
the chairs to form a circle. Every
few minutes some more people
came in and we needed to keep
adding more chairs. It truly was a
wonderfuì sight to see all of those
beautiful young people there.
Saturday afternoon activities
were provided for everyone at the
camp. Despite the dismal weather
forecast, skies were blue and the
sun shone brightly-no doubt an
answer to many prayers. Sisters
Jan Steinrock and Lìnda Snake provided arts and crafts, Sister Donna
Eskut led a lively and exciting
game of Jeopardy, with ancient and
contemporary categories, and for
the daring outdoors enthusiasts,
there were paddle boats and canoes
on a lake surrounded by beautiful
fall foliage, and a rousing game of
tackle football. Overall, it seems
everyone chose something they
could enjoy.

Our evening meeting began
with community singing. It was a
blessing to hear the many voices
singing harmoniously in praise to
God. Our young children delighted
us with a selection they had learned
in their seminar class. Later, an individual from each class was called
up to summarize their class discussion that morning. The young people were called up to sing a few
selections, and those who wanted to
had an opportunity to give a few
words of testimony. The meeting
seemed to quickly come to a close,
but the fellowship and fun continued. Snacks were provided, and
a hayride through the campgrounds

Bro. John Buffa from the Saline
Mission opened our Sunday service,
using II Timothy as his text.
"Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of
God, which is in thee by the putting
on of hands." Our brother referred
to baking a cake. If one ingredient
is missing, the cake doesn't taste
the same. Spiritually it is the same
thing. If one ingredient is missing
from our lives, we are not the
same. He exhorted us to be
careful-the world wants to destroy
the stirred-up spirit within us. We
need to attend our mid-week
meetings, our MBA's, and our Sunday services to keep stirred up. God
called us into this Church not just
to sit in our seats, but to do a work
for Him.
"For God hath not given us the
spirit of fear; but of power, and of
Iove, and of a sound mind." God
doesn't work in fear, but in love
. ashamed
and patience. "Be

not.

of the testimony of the Lord." The
Spirit of God is very delicate. If we
are constantly talking, He will not
abide. If we are quiet, still, and patiently waiting, it will come in. Bro.
John went on to tell us that the
Spirit of the Lord doesn't end with
camp-it only begins. He concluded
by referring to the song Pevp\e
Need, the Lord,. Il we don't go out
into the world to tell them of the
Lord, then who will?
Bro. Kerry Carlini from Branch
4 continued with the thought,
"Standing not in our own strength
but in the power of God." The battle is the Lord's. Nephi, the son of
Helaman, was given a commandment to do a certain work. When
rrye come up against a barrier we
have the Lord. "Blessed art thou,
Nephi, for those things which thou
has done; thou hast with
unwearyingness declared the
word. lhou hast not feared
them . but hast sought my will,
and to keep my commandments."
Bro. Kerry asked us each if we
could identify with Nephi.
"
fB]ecause thou hast done
this with such u nwearyingness
I wilì bless thee forever thou
shalt not ask that which is contrary to

my

will." Are we doing the will of
If we are, we will be suc-

God?

cessful. He stressed that we haue to
do the will of God in order to be
successful. We have to pray and
fast and testify. We cannot tell the

Lord what u.se want to do. We have
to diligently seek the Lord's will.
That's what it is to be stirred up in
the spirit. We as a people need to
consider what God is telling us.
Bro. Dick Ch¡istman f¡om
Phoenix, Arizona followed. He
referred to the cake again. You
have to stir it to bring out the effectiveness of the ingredients. He
also referred to the song Dtr Yoz
Know ME Jesus. As we study the
scripLures about God's plan for
man, the characteristics of God and
Jesus come out. God wants to do
extraordinary things in ou¡ lives.
Our brother pointed out numerous
times in the Bible when God performed extraordinary feats. David
\l'rote a sentence that explains quite
eloquently the nature of God: "The
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not
want." What a wonde¡ful God we
serve!

B¡o. Joe Calabrese, an apostle
from Lorain, Ohio, spoke next. He
said that somewhere along the line,
someone had to be stirred up. Men
all through time had to be stirred
up because the opposition is also
stirred up. We need to be alert at
all times. Before he retired from his
natural work, Bro. Joe was an insurance agent. He said that to be
successful, he had to eat, drink, and
sleep his job. He likened his career
to the Church. If we can so
dedicate ou¡selves, nothing in our
lives is neglected-everything is
merely enhanced. Serving God and
working for the Church enriches
everything in your life. Our brother
exhorted us that wherever we go,
let's get excited and go! Whether
it's at home, on a reservation, or in
some foreign field, we must get excited and go.
Bro. Flip Palacios from the Inner City Branch spoke next,
reminiscing back to his younger
days in the Gospel. Having grown
up under the sound of Bro. Joe's
teachings, he had always looked up
to him (Bro. Joe) as a role model.
Bro. Joe always had and still has

(Conl¡nued on Page 10)
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was ordained an evangelist on July
18, 1943. He passed on to his eter-

Trip to Guatemala
Bg CarI J. Frotnrnol;ino,
Eaangelist Edtitor

A group of brothers and sisters
from the United States visited the
Church's Guatemala Mission at the
end of Novenber, 1990; and they
were able to experience the kinds of
blessings that have been received
there. Traveling there were
Evangelists Frank Ciotti and Paul
Liberto with their wives from
California, and Apostle Paul
Palmieri from Pennsylvania.
The start and growth of the
field have been reported he¡e in the
past, and the manifest¿tions of the
Spirit have been continuing. The
desires of Elders Luis Marroquin
and Isidro Dominguez to start the
work in 198? have been rewarded,
as thev have labored hard with the
membårs to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Bro. Palmieri described the
kinds of blessings they have

say that the Spirit of God was

manifested in great power in our
meeting.
"The Spirit prevailed
throughout the week during our
meetings, anointings, praying, and
visiting our members and friends. I
am confident that many more souls
will be added to the work in
Guatemala."
The house visitations allowed
the visitors to see and feel the
thankfulness that the new brothers
and sisters possess toward what
God has done for them. Their
humility and submissiveness to
God's will were apparent.
In one experience, the statement that great power wouìd be
coming forth from God was revealed. Even before then, and
subsequent to that point in time,
healings and spiritual gifts have
been prevaÌent.
Consensus was that the mission
field is highly spiritually edifying
and offers great promise for the
futwe.

experienced:

"The Saturday morning service
on November 24 at the GuatemaÌa
City Mission was truly a great
blessing for each of us in attendance. We started in fasting and
prâyer at 6:00 a.m., and felt the
Spirit of God throughout the service. After each of us had prayed,
we spent time in

testiflng to the

goodness of God. One of our
brothers related that he saw a
heavenly messenger in our midst
during our prayer service. Another
brother stated that he heard the
footsteps of that messenger, but
thought it was just one of the
members. A sister related that she
saw a personage in white at the
front of the building. I can truly

Plaque Presented
The long length and the high
quality of sewice that our late
Evangelist Raymond Cosetti
rendered to God and to The Church
of Jesus Christ were highìighted at
the Youngstown, Ohio Branch on
Sunday, December 16, 1990, when
a plaque was presented to his wife,
Sis. Mary, their son, Joseph, and
their daughter, Mrs. Ðlizabeth
Fesler. 'lhe many places he had
labored and the uprightness with

which he walked before God and his
fellow beings were emphasized.
Brother Cosetti, who had been
in the ministry since April 8, 1934,

nal reward last July 26.
Evangelists Russell Martorana,
Chairman of the Ohio District
Evangelists; and Philip Jackson,
President of the Ohio District; gave
the plaque to Sister Mary on behalf
of the General Quorum of Seventy
Evangelists. The touching moment
reflected many years of companionship that Brother and Sister Cosetti
had shared during their life
together in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. She had been a constant
helpmate to him and accompanied
him wherever he traveled.
Among Brother Cosetti's labors
were 52 years spent in the
Youngstown area, where he
evangelized locally. Other locations
at which he participatd actively
were in Kent, Ohio; Gastonia, North
Carolina; Cape Coral, Florida; and
Fredonia, Pennsylvania. In addition,
he was very active in the Italian
mission fîeld, Italy being his native
land. He and his wife traveled there

in 7964, 7972, and 1979; he was
highly interested in the work of the
Church there.
OFFICE REVIEWED

Before the commemorative
plesentatiôn, Brothers Jackson and
Martorana reviewed the calling and
office of an evangelist. They
discussed the Church's position in
keeping with the scriptures. St.
Luke 10:1-2 were read and
explained:

"After

these things the Lord

appointed other seventy also, and
sent them two and two before his
face into every city and place,
whilher he himself wouìd come.

"Therefore said he unto them,

The harvest truly is great, but the
laborers are few: pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth laborers into his

harvest."
Brother Jackson also spoke,
a.fter the presentation, on the tenth
chapter of Acts and on the parable
of the Good Samaritan. Brother
Mike ltaliano, presiding elder of the
Youngstown Branch, added to the
spiritual content when he talked
about the 25th chapter of St.
Matthew.
(Continued on Page 10)
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As this year starts out with the sounds of war in the air, men and women all over
the worìd have a heightened sense of their mortality. People who haven't called
upon His name for many years are suddenly turning to the Lord, as many are
known to do ih times of crisis.
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While much of the Christian world awaits what they call "the rapture", when
one shall be taken and the other shall be left (Luke 17:34-36), the scriptures speak
of many things which must first come to pass. We who have accepted the fullness
of the Restored Gospel are privy to the knowledge contained in The Book of Mormon, which speaks in much detail of such events as the coming forth of the Choice
Seer and the Restoration of the House of Israel-events which are outlined only
sketchily, if at all, in the Bible.
How conversant are we, as saints, when it comes to these things? The Lord has
restored the Gospel for a purpose, and we must each seek to understand that purpose as fully as possible. If we don't, how ready will we be to act when the time
comes?

It's importånt for every one of us, if we want to continue to be numbered among
God's people, to l:e read'y, first of all spiritually, as well as mentally, physically,
and emotionally. The Lord has great things in store for His Church and His people, and while it may not aìl take place in 1991, we can look around us and see
how very quickly things do happen' Can any ofus be certain what the Lord's next
move will be, and when it will come?
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As prophecies begin to unfold and the Work of the Lord moves forward at an
even faster pace, the time will soon be at hand when every one ofus, as members
of His Church, wrll be requi'red'-not by man but by our commitment to God-to
take an active, aggressive, offensive (as opposed to defensive) stance in the battle against Satan. Our commitment to the Lord, our involvement in His Church,
and õur dedication to the cause of Christ will be tested in days to come like it
never has been before.
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begun already, the best place for us to prayerfully begin to grasp
the scriptures, regardless of our age, is ìn the Sunday Schools, the Ladies' Circles,
and the MBA's throughout the Church. Many branches and missions devote other
meetings, in addition to these auxiliary organizations, to the study and discussion
of God's word.

If we haven't

As the people of the world polarize into the Two Churches cited in The Book of
Mormon, tlie deficiencies inherent in just occupying a back pew for ninety minqtes
two or three Sundays a month will become painfully evident to us. It's time for
us to make decisions, in many cases difficult ones, regarding our personal commitment to Christ and to His Church. As the Bride of Christ marches toward Zion,
her garments will be purged and cleansed, until she is arrayed in the fine linen,
clean and white, which is the righteousness of the saints.
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eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; and they shall walk and not
faint" (Isaiah 40:31), It's not easy
to make things right sometimes, but
God can show us the way, and give
you love strong enough to follow

The

Children's

that way.

Corner

With care,
Sister Jan

By Jatut Steinrock

ZACCHAEUS

Zaccbaeus Shows Us the Way
Dear Gi¡ls and Boys,
Many years ago in the days of
Jesus there was a very rich man
whose job was to collect money
from other people for the government. This ma"n loved money more
than people. Every time he collected money, he cheated people
and made them pay extra. He was

too rich and powerfuì to fight
against, so people just paid him and
hated him for his ways.
Then one day this man heard a
crowd gathering. He ran outside
and asked what was happening.
"Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!"
he heard the joyfuì people cry.
So this man ran outside to see
who Jesus was, too. He t¡ied to see
past the people in front of him, but
he couìd not, because he was too
short. But he was also very smart.
He realized which way Jesus would
be going and the Bible tells us that
this man, named Zacchaeus, ran
down the street in front of the
c¡owd.
Zacchaeus climbed into a tree
and waited for Jesus to påss by.
And when Jesus came to the place,
He looked up and saw him. Jesus
ca'lled his name, saying, "Zacchaeus, hurry now, and come down.
Today I must stay at your house."
And when Zacchaeus heard this,
he was fiìled with joy and he hurried down from the tree. But people
in the town were mad. They decided that Jesus was wrong to go
spend time with a mean man like
Zacchaeus. They talked about Jesus
rn an angïy way.
But Jesus knew not only Zacchaeus' name, but also Zacchaeus'
heart. This man became terribly
sorry for all the wrongs he had

to

HEARD
LORD
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PREACH
WAS

Change

done. He stood and said unto Jesus,

"Lord, I will give half of all I own
to the poor. I also will think about
anyone I've cheated and I will pay
them back four times what I took!"
We can imagine how amazed
people were to see the change in
the heart of this man who used to
cheat them. Instead of followìng the
old laws which taught the Israelite
people to pay back the total amount
cheated plus one-fifth of that total,
Zacchaeus followed the Love of
Jesus Christ. That is what Jesus
does for us still today.
When we are wrong, Jesus will
give us the courage to admit it and
work hard to make it right. For example, when we find ourselves being mean to someone or even saying mean things behind someone's
back, God can give us strength to
stop. He can also make our hearts
soft and honest enough to say we
are sorry, and to take back our bad
words,
Then Jesus wiìl keep on working in our hearts and lives to keep
us feeling good and clean about
ourselves deep inside. That's Jesus'
power that makes you strong. Talk
to Jesus. Think about what you've
done wrong and beg Him to show
you how to make it right. Listen to

His answers.
Sometimes God will tell you
what to do by a beautiful hymn or
by His written word. God and Jesus
will not fail you. Call on Jesus'
name and ask Him what to do.
Wait for your answer and pray for
the love and courage to do so.
Remember what God's prophet
Isaiah told us so many years ago:
"But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as
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Atlantlc Coast Retreat

Our VÍomen Toda

BE Marg

Pennsylvania Area Circle
By Dora Rossi
The Pennsylvania Area Ladies'

Uplift Circle met in the Fredonia,
PA Branch on Saturday, November
3, 1990. Chairperson Sis. Karen
Progar welcomed all that were present. Six locals were represented,
and they all took part in the devotions. The Monongahela sisters sang
Look Up, l'redonia sang Wh'en
Mothers in Salem, a group from
McKees Rocks sang Tlte Gospel
Restored, Vanderbilt sang Near to
the Heart of God,, the Imperial Circle sang My Lord, Can, and Aliquippa sang Whnn the RoLl Is Callerl uP
Yond¿r.

There will be a MotherDaughter Banquet on May 4, 1991
at McKees Rocks, PA. Sis. Diane
Ciotti will be in charge of the
event. The next Area Circle Retreat

will be held on March 2-3, L997, at
a location near the Greater Pittsburgh Airport. A visit to PhiPPs
Conservatorv is scheduled for
February 16, 1991. Sister Jan Cornell was Area Circle ChairPerson;
Mary Lou Buffington, Secretary;
Karen Progar, Treasuter; and Dora
Rossi, Auditor.
The Area Circle purchased a
spinet piano from Sis, Harriet
Bvers to be used at the Butler, PA
M"jssion. The designated special prt-r-

for the next six months is to
provide for the purchase of men's
underclothes for the wo¡k in New
York's Bowery.
A vote of thanks was given to
the Fredonia sisters for hosting this
Area Circle meeting. They served a
delicious lunch, and all who attended had an enjoyable time.
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Branch and Mission News
Baptism at Slerling Hts., Ml
Sunday, October 28, 1990 began
for us at the Sterling Hts.,
Michigan Branch with a baptism.
Joseph Zampaglione was taken into
the waters by Bro. Louis Vitto.
Later that day in church, Bro. John
Straccia laid hands on our new
brothe¡ for the reception of the Holy Ghost. Our Brother Joe had been
seriously ill for several months, and
on a Wednesday night, during a
prayer meeting for the sick and afflicted, a special prayer was said
that Joe's soul as well as his body
would be healed. The next Saturday
night, Bro. Joe got on the telephone
and asked for his baptism. Thank
God for answe¡ing our prayers!
Before going irito our preaching
this morning, we witnessed the
blessing of a newborn baby, Breanna Lorraine Frendo.
Bro. Nephi DeMercurio, who
was visiting with us this day,

opened the preaching service. He
said that he observed two bi¡ths to-

day, that of a new babY, and a
rebirth-the ealling of a soul to be a
follower of Jesus Christ. The babY
will grow and deveìop naturallY,
depending solely on her parents to
prõvide her needs. Our new brother

will grow spiritually, relfng on
Jesus to lead and guide him. It is
beyond our realm of imagination
what God can do. Bro. Joe has
known the Gospel aìl his life and
had walked away from it manY
times, but today he answered lhe
call.

As we look upon the beautY of
a newborn baby, we stand in awe of
the glories of God. There is
something special about a little
child-its innocence. It makes its
needs known by crying. Then there
is the beauty of the child of Cod,
crying remorsefully unto the Lord
for forgiveness, admitting that we
have done wrong, and wanting to
change our ways.

Parri

The second annual Àtlantic
Coast Ladies' Circle Retreat was
held on September 28 and 29, 1990,
at the. Scanticon Princeton Hotel, in
Princeton, New Jersey.
The morning session was spent

in fasting and praying. After lunch,
a seminar was held on "Diet, Exercise, ând Nutrition," and how these
things affect us both spiritually and
naturally. There was a great deal of
participation as everyone enjoyed
each other's thoughts of how we
can better ourselves and be a help
to earh other and to the Church.
After dinner there was a time of
relaxing and socializing.
Sunday morning a service was
held at the hotel with Brothers
Leonard Benyola and Tom Banyacski in charge. Communion was also
served.

The sisters are looking forward
to many more retreats, as this one
was a great success.

Brother Nephi spoke from Matthew 18, where the disciPles asked
Jesus who should be the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. The theme
on which he spoke was humilitywe all have to recognize that Jesus
is the greatest. Our brother sPoke
of his own conversion, how the
Lord brought him to realize that
nothing in this world-not education, wealth, or anything elsemade people great, bul it was their
childlike nature and their closeness
wìth God that brought greatness into their lives. God will show us that
he is the greatest. He can work
with the humble, those who learn to
ìet go of the things we !Íant so
very much to hold on to in life. We
must never say or think, "I am in
control." We can never be fuìlY in
control. Rather, we must learn to
trust God and always know that He
is in control.
Our b¡other reminded us that
we can learn from anyone. If someone says something that is
beneficial to you, it wouìd be wise
for you to accept it. A spirit of uni(Continued on Page 8)
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STERLING continued

ty and working together is what
brings the people of the Church
together. God wants to bring out
something beautiful in us as individuals and as a group. In order
for this to happen, we must each
become more spiritual, and not
allow ourselves to feel that we are
above others. The good qualities
that come with the Spirit of God
bring about a change in our lives.
Brother Nephi said that at one
time he wânted to win a Nobel
Prize, but God had something for
him to do. He turned Nephi around
and used him. He sent him to
Nigeria and made him realize that
he was not in control. That is the
God we want to serve. We want to
see the glory of God.
Bro. Frank Vitto spoke to us
next, saying that there is no excuse
for us to refuse God; no one on
earth is so great that they don't
need Him, Looking at the trees and
the mountains and recognizing the
beauty of God's creation is not
enough. God has a plan for each
and every one of us, and you will
neve¡ find yourself or come to a
true understanding of your idenity
until you find Jesus Christ.
Just before we were dismissed,
a d¡eam was related wherein ou¡
new Brother Joe Zampaglione was
included in a band of brothers going
to war with the Bible and Book of
Mormon as their weapons. What a
beautiful confirmation to the calling
of our Brother Joe!
The next Sunday, November 4,
we rejoiced to welcome Sis. Mildred
(Campitelle) Domurat back into the
fold. She had been away from us
for a number of years, but on this
day she expressed her desire to join
once again in the fellowship of the
saints. May the Lord bless and keep
each one of us in our commitment
to serve Him.

Day of Joy
Branch 4

at Detroit

It was a cool, misty day on
September 14, 1990, and Sis. Mary
Spink's joy was beaming from her
countenance. It had been many
years since she was able to fully

commune with the saints of God,
and she was filled with anticipation

of her reinstatement into the
Church.

All those who had worshipped
with Sis. Mary for many years at
Branch 4 in Redford Township,
Michigan were there that day to
welcome her back into the fold. She
has been a support and strength to
the Church throughout the years, so
this day was one that we had all
Iooked fo¡ward to with excitement.
The priesthood ìaid hands on
our sister, and Bro. Anthony
Lovalvo offered prayer. At her request we sang the hymn Keeping
Step, aftet which our Sister Mary
testified of how she asked to be
reinstated while visiting the
Mea.ford, Ontario Mission. She said
she felt a fire envelop her as the
brothers spoke; she said the Lord
touched her heart.
Dwing lunch after the meeting,
one of the brothers related an experience he had regarding Sister
Mary. He was at work during the
previous week and felt directed to
ask the Lord rather emphaticaìly,
"How ìong is it going to be before
Sis. Mary Spink is reinstated?"
About 20 minutes later, he received
a ohone call from one of our elders
ad'vising him that Sis. Mary had requested reinstatement while visiting
Meaford. Our sister was truly
blessed when she heard this experience, as she had asked the Lord
to give someone an experience to
confirm her desire. May God bless
our sister as she continues to serve
Him.

Bowery/Brcoklyn,
New Yoft
BE Joon RogoLino

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We would like to thank
everyone who gave us pajamas and
clothing for the Bowery in New
York. 'Thank you' is not strong
enough to express our gratitude. If
we tried to list those who contributed, we would fail to menLion
all of them, but we would like to
say God bless you to each and
every one.
Your kindness is felt not only

by us, but also by the men and
women to whom we have given the
clothes. You would not believe how i
excited and appreciative these people are to receive these clothes. It
is just like giving a toy to a child.
We were recently saddened to
learn that our Brother John Swanson passed away. We had known
him for the past ten years through
working in the Bowery, and three
years ago he was baptized. We of
the Brooklyn Branch and all those
who knew him wilì remember him
for a long time. He passed out
copies of Bro. Nathan Peterkin Jr.'s
testimony to many, many people,
despite the fact that he su.ffered
with a bad knee and walked with
crutches, He surely was a soldier
for Christ. He joyfully gave his own
fascinating testimony wherever he
went, from New York City to his
native Buffalo, NY, and all the way
to New Mexico, where he died. This
brother was grateful for the change
Jesus Christ wrought in his life
when he met our Church. If anyone
is interested in hearing this man's
testimony, which we taped for our
radio broadcasts, please let us
know.

Kinsman, OH
By Rose Corra.dn
God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform! The Lord
has surely blessed our branch
recently with a revival.
During lhe GMBA Campout
(Standing on God's Promises), a
new member was added to our
branch. tr'red Mott, who had been
attending services in our branch for
the past nineteen years, was baptized at the camp. About the same
time, a young family from the Kentucky Mission moved into our
area-Rodney and Sue Hill and
their two lovely ehildren. Bro.
Rodney had just recently been baptized in Kentucky, and Sue asked
for her baptism on September 16,
1990, in Kinsman, Ohio. What a
blessed day-we had visitors from
the Niles and Cleveland, Ohio
Branches in our midst.
Our three new converts have
been such a blessing to all of us!
How can we ever suÍficiently praise
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Him? Our thanks for God's promises and His answer to prayer!
We continue to seek God's
guidance as we help our new
members to grow in the Gospel.
Do come to visit us in northeast
Ohio-we love to have visitors from
the various locations of the Church.
May God bless all His children
as they strive to serve Him.

Elkins, WV
By Lunetta ScagLione
Sunday morning, November 18,
1990, was a beautiful, sunny day as
brothers, sisters, and friends
gathered at the Elkins, WV Mission. It was an especially glorious

day for Sister Sherry Echevarria.
We went to the water and Bro.

Richard Scaglione had the privilege
of baptizing our new sister.
We returned to the church and
opened the morning service by singing Still Sweeter Etery Day. Bro,
Scaglione read from the fifth
chapter of Alma, and spoke about
the importance of baptism. It isn't
the wâte¡ that cleanses us. Baptism
is the outward sign of an inward
commitment. Brother Rich asked,
"Where do you stand before God?"
We will hear one of two things,
"Enter in," or "Depart from Me."
Do you know the Lord? Does He
know you? The Lord's arms are extended. \{e can be heirs to His
kingdom, His sons and daughters.
However, there is no in-between.
We are either in the fold of God or
the fold of the devil. God tells us to
believe, repent, be baptized, and
have hands ìaid on for the reception
of the Holy Ghost. This is the plan
laid down by Jesus Christ. We must
come just as we a¡e and let God
mold us; we must be submissive to
His will.
Bro. Lawrence King expressed
his thanks to God for calling him into His fold. The Lord just asks us
to love Him and strive to work for
His honor and glory.
Bro. John Ali followed, exhorting us not to glory in the natural
blessings but instead to rejoice that
our names are written in heaven.
Bro. Dick Lawson reminded us that
we are a family of God. Our new

Sister She¡ry was going to receive
the Holy Ghost this day, to lead and
guide her. She will also need our
prayers and support. We should be
desirous for the things of God,
always hungering and thirsting for
more.

We sang .Rizrg thc Be\ls of
Heaaen as Sis. Sherry came forth to
have hands laid on her. Bro. Larry
King offered a prayer for God's
diràction and Spirit, and Bro. Dick
Lawson confirmed Sherry. During
Bro. Larry's prayer, a sister saw a
man d¡essed in white place his
hands on Sis. Sherry's shoulders.
After several anointings for the
afflicted, we shared the Lord's Supper and enjoyed hearing manY
beautiful testimonies. There are
seve¡al more in Elkins who are
"sitting on the edge of their seats,"
just waiting for the Spirit's gentle
iouch to rise on their feet and ask
for their baptism. Please PraY for
our little mission.

Blessings in Quincy, FL
By Lo,'Ronda Frazier

A July Sunday morning meeting
brought to us a message from
Chapter 14 of the gospel of John,
"Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in me.
In my father's house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I wouìd
have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you."

The brother who spoke to us
went on to say that the way to
keep pure religion is to keep
ourselves unspotted from the world.
As the meeting continued, we heard
comforting words read to us from
Psalm 23. Bro. Cleveland Baldwin
summarized the scripture with
these thoughts: The Lord males us
to lie down in all of God's blessings,
which is everything around us. He
restores our soul when we step out
of line. For example, we may go
places or do things that we shouìd.
not; He directs us back to the path
of righteousness, because God has
never led anyone down the wrong

^oath.The valley of the shadow of
death is all around us, but the Lord
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spares us many times from dangers
we are not aware of. We are a
privileged people. "Let not your
heart be troubled," because we truly have a friend in Jesus. Be right,
just, and true, and the Lord will
bJess you. Our brother pleaded with
the brothers and sisters to live
righteously and prove faithful.
Do we find ourselves drifting
from the things of God? After asking this, Bro. Charleston Hester
said that we should not lose interest
in those things of God. He then
suggested ways to keep oul interest
in the Church and in godly things.
Brothers and sisters can work on

the things of God by fasting and
praying for the Church, for each
other, for our neighbors, and
ourselves. We can involve ourselves
in singspirations, scripture study,
and visiting different branches and
missions of the Church and enjoying
the testimonies and experiences of
the brothers and sisLers. "There is
much work to be done; please don't
lose interest," our Bro. Charleston
pleaded.

The young ehildren of our mission have been working very hard
with Sisters Meredieth Martin and
Ollie Bell. As a result, Stasha
Boykin wrote and directed a play
entitled "Are You Wise Or A¡e You
Foolish?". All of the children from
ages 3 to 13 participated in the
play, whieh is about the wise having
oil in their lamps and the foolish
thinking they had enough oil. When
the bridegroom arrived, the foolish
were begging for oil. Those that
were ready went with Him; those
that were not were left behind. We
will not know the day or the hour
when the Lord shall appear, so we
should always be prepared. This
message was well illustrated and
truÌy was brought home by this
play, not only to those who viewed
it, but to those who performed it as

well.

In July, 1990 God performed a
marvelous work for my father,
Lorenza Thomas, who has been
visiting the Church for quite some
time. He was scheduled for outpatient surgery, and checked into
the hospital. When the doctors
began to perform the necessary
tests in preparation for the surgery,
(Conl¡nued on Page 10)
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OUINCY continued
much to everyone's surprise, it was
discovered that my father's blood
sugar content was 585! He was told
that surgery under these conditions
was not advisable, that indeed it
was a miracle that he had not suffered a heart attack, a massive

stroke, or a diabetic coma.
On July 12, he was placed on
insulin and a strict diet, but more
importantly, he was placed on the
saints' prayer list. When he went
back to the doctor on July 16 to
have his bìood checked (Oh, what a
blessing!) the sugar count had come
down from 585 to 170. While this
was still a high reading, we rejoiced
at how far it had come down. The
next week it was down to 130 and
a more recent count showed a normal 83. We are so thankful to God
for how He watches over and protects us from both seen and unseen
dangers.

Surely, this was an unseen
danger, because my father never
knew he had this condition, as he
noticed no severe symptoms. The
doctors and nurses are amàzed. àt
his progress. We thank God and we
know that He is "Still On His
l'hrone." I, along with my mother,
and the sisters and brothers of the
Quincy Mission ask that you would
join us in praying that my father
will come forth one day soon and
make his covenant with the Lord
through The Church of Jesus
Christ. May the Lord eontinue to
bless each and every one of the
saints and their families.

was healed at that very moment.

The doctor was surprised, the next
time he examined Angelo, to find
that his heart had improvedi We
thank God for all of the grace He
bestows upon us. He is a wonderful
Savior to us.

Sister Marìon Maisano
Detroit Branch 4

MESSAGE conlinued
îWO APOSTLES IN ATTENDÂNCE

Two apostles, Russell Cadman
and Paul Palmieri, had come to also
offer their tribute. They stated that
Brother Raymond had been a
diligent worker who had tried his
best to follow the example of
Christ. They stated how wonderful
it had been to work with him in the
ministry, and described the
beautiful image he portrayed.

Brother Cadman said that
Brother Raymond had worked most
fervently to walk upright every
day, and how he was very loyal in
his service to God. Brothe¡ Palmieri
stated that our departed brother
had striven devotedly for many
years and had been ready to replace
his life on earth for his crown in
heaven.

Two other evangelists, Joseph
Genaro and Ralph Berardino, were

present to join in the heartfelt
ceremony. Othe¡ members of the
Seventies wouìd like to have been
at this special occasion honoring
one of the longest serving members

of their group and to express how
they miss him.
HEALING conlinued
heart was so weak that he could die
at any moment.
I knew that I could not carry
this load alone, and that I needed
to go to my source of strength. I
asked the elders of my branch to
come and pray for us. Bro. Kerry
Carlini came to anoint Angelo and
to administer sacrament to us. That
same day, several other brothers
and sisters came to visit us. It was
good to feel the love and support of
the saints.
When Angelo was anointed, the
brothe¡'s prayer reached the throne
of God, and my husband's heart

during that time.

It

seemed like the

camp had just begun, and now it
was all over. Bro. Tom Everett, our
Area Chapìain, encouraged us to

carrv that stirred-up spirit with us.
Carry it to work, to school, out on
the streets, whereve¡ we go. For if
we don't, the opposition will be
there to get us down.
It was a wonderful weekend
where we learned how to carry the
stirred-up spirit within us and how
to stir up others. Now we carry it
back to our branches, our missions,
and our schools. If we continue to
be prayerful for God to help us
keep our light shining, then we
need not fear. To paraphrase the
Apostle Paul, "If God be for me,
who dare be against me?" With
God as the captain of our lives, we
don't need to fear the evil that
lurks in the world.

Vandeôilt local
The Vande¡bilt, PA local MBA
held a wiener roast on October 12,
1990, to entertain and encourage

the members, and took advantage
of the opportunity to invite friends
to the fold.
Since it rained early in the day,
we u/ere concerned about the
weather. But the Lord provided us
with a beautiful evening. \{e sang
songs of praise in front of the open
fire, and fed on the natural as well
as the spiritual foods offered. We
look forward to the next time we
hold this activity.

New Jersey local
Bg Ange\o Zuino

CAMPOUT conlinued
such energy and spirit and is so

stirred up. Bro. FIip stated that he
has always striven to pattern
himself after the energies that Bro
Joe has always shown. He thanked
God for our brothers and our

sisters who have laid down the
foundations for us, and for their ex
amples of how to be stirred up and
how to stay stirred up in the
Gospel.

At this time in our service, the
brothers passed sac¡ament. A
beautiful, peaceful spirit prevailed

On Saturday, December 15,
1990 the New Jersey local MBA
sponsored a Christmas Special, held
at the Edison, NJ Branch. It was a
combination of a piano recjtal of
Sis. Sherry Olexa's students (who
are doing an excellent job learning
church hymns), followed by various
musical groups and soloists, featuring Sis. Florence Lombardo playing
the harp, the Metuchen Trio, and
many other talents who added to
this very special Christmas gathering. Praise God for His gift of
musical talents!
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*
Missiona.ry Foundation Fund
Jesus looked up and saw the rich men casting their
gifts into the treasury. FIe saw also a certain poor
widow casting in thither two mites (less than a penny).
And he said, "O{ a huth I søy unto you, that thùs poor
widow halh cast in m¡tre than thng aLL: For aIL these
haue

"f their

abun¡l,ance caßt

in unto

th.e

offerings of

Gocl: but slæ of her penury huth cost in all the Lì.øing
that she h,ad" (Luke 21:1-4).
To those that have generousìy contributed to the

Missionary Foundation Fund, Thonh you and, may
continue to bless Eou for your ffirts.
We have received 136 donations âmounting to
$110,610 towards our Missionarv Fund goal of

God,

$1,100,000.

To those that have not yet contributed,, Please
remsmber the commi,ssi,on of ou,r Church*To prearh the
Gospel to all nati,ons. We need missionaries ontl those
thut can support missionary efforls.
To reach our goal, we need an average of 990 contributors to donate $1,000 each. God has blessed us in
abundance, both naturalìy and spiritually. We have the
resources to meet our financiaì responsibility to the
General Church a , reach our goal quickly if we would
unite ourselves behind this important missionary
endeavor,

As the Apostle Paul exhorts in

II

Corinthians,

"i/

we haae a railling m,ind,, he that soweth spari,nglg shall
also reap sparinglg; ond he which soweth bountifully
shall reap o,lso bountifullg. Eaery man according as he
prrposed in Ìuís h.eart, so let h,im g'fue; not grudgi,nglg,
or of necess'itg: .for God, loaeth a ch,eerful g,iaer-"

The importance of sharing is mentioned throughout
the Bible and Book of Mormon. We should, gi,ae as
mnch, as we con afford,; the amount Eou d,onate is Eotn
personal deci,s'ion.
If you have any questions about the Missionary
Foundation Fund, please call me at 609-235-6870 (Day)
or 609-235-9027 (Night). Our committee is willing to
meet with you to explain our program.
May God continue to bless you and your families in
this troublesome but spiritually exciting dispensation of
time.

Bro. Paul Benyola, Apostle
Donations can be mailed to:

The Church of Jesus Christ
Missionary Foundation Fund
P.O. Box 1495
Pittsburgh, PA 15230
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WEDDINGS *
HOFFMI,N-HOPKINS

On July 7, 1990, Mr. John A. Hoffman and Miss
Christi Lynn Hopkins were mar¡ied at the Tampa,
Flo¡ida Branch of The Church of Jesus Christ.
Brother Duane Lowe officiated at the ceremony,
with musical selections rende¡ed by Bro. Phil and Sis.
Linda Benyola.
The newlyweds are currently residing in Brandon,
FL. May God bless them in their life together.

SEVERSON-KATSARAS
Bro. Justin Severson and Sis. Tina Katsaras were
united in marriage by Bro. Joe Catone Jr. on July 28,
1990, at the McDill Air Force Base Chapel in Tampa,
Florida.
Bro. Phil and Sis. Linda Benyola, Bro. Miguel
Bicelis, and Mr. Dan Ritz (an uncle of the bride) and
his daughter, Sandy Ebert, all offered musical
selections;
'Ihe Seversons are making their home in Tampa, as

Tina is serving in tbe US Air Force.

STEPHENS_STROKO

Mr. Edward Stephens and Miss Rebecca St¡oko
were married on Noyember 24, 1990.
Bro. Joseph Bittinger, great-grandfather of the
bride, performed the ceremony, assisted by Bro.
Lawrence King Sr.
The young couple attend the Vanderbilt, PA
Branch and plan to mâke their home in Fairbank, PA.
PARRAVANO*MILLEN
Bro. Andrew Parravano and Miss Tonya Miller
were united in marriage on Saturday, December 29,
1990, at The Church of Jesus Christ, Brancb 3 in Sterling Heights, Michigan.
Bro. L. Dan Parravano, father of the groom, and
Bro. Alex Gentile officiated at the ceremony.
Voc¿l selections were offered by Sis. Diane
Hawkins, with Bro. Eugene Amormino as pianist.
The newlpreds are residing in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. May the Lord bless this wonderful young
couple in their new life together.

New Arrivals
Ryan Robert to David and Lisa Menard of San
Diego, California.
Ryan Patrick to PauÌ and Dina O'Sullivan of San
Diego, California.
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Frank is su¡vived by his wife, Sister Marie Fera,
three daughters, two sons-inlaw, and two grandchildren. He was loved very much and will be missed
by his many relatives and friends.

OBITUARIES
We wísh to etrpress olxt' WnLpcLth.E to those tho,t
oùer th,e loss of laued, onns. May God bl.¿ss anã
ccrmfort gou.

,tnLo'tut"tl

BRENDA REVERCOMB

RUTH DONNAN

Sister Brenda Revercomb passed on to her eternal
reward on June 5, 1990. She was born on February 8,
1945, and was baptized into The Church of Jesus
Christ on July 20, 19?5.
The funeral was officiated by Brothers Frank
Altomare and Mark Na¡o.
Our sister is survived by her husband, two sons,
and bwo grandchildren. She was a very sweet sister, a
good example to everyone, who neve¡ complained in all
the trials and afflictions she went through. Please continue to remember her family in prayer.

Siste¡ Ruth E. Donnan of the Youngstown, Ohio
Branch passed away on November 26, 1990. She was
born on July 12, 1901 and became a member of The
Church of Jesus Christ on April 26, 1968.
Brothers Michael It¿liano and Ralph Berardino conducted the funeral service.
Our sister is survived by one son, George; a
daughter, Sis. Dorothy Sparks; four grandchildren;
eight great-grandchildren; and one great-greatgrandchild.
Sister Ruth was a quiet, humble sister who endured
her burdens patiently and faithfully to the end. She

will be missed by all.
ELMER LaREW

Children Blessed

Brother Elmer LaRew, an elder of the Vanderbilt,
PA Branch, passed away on Octobe¡ 10, 1990. He was
74 ye rs old and had been in ill health for several
years. He was baptized into the Church in 1930.
Services were conducted by Brothers Joseph Bittinger and Lawrence King Sr.

On May 13, 1990, Michael \{allace Quinn was
blessed by Bro. Joseph Calabrese at the Lorain, Ohio
Branch of The Church of Jesus Christ.
Emily Elizabeth Markel was blessed on September
23, 1990 by Bro. Mark Naro of the Lorain, Ohio
Branch.

Brother Alvin Gehìy of the Fredonia, PA Branch
blessed his granddaughter, Sa¡ah Elizabeth Shawkey,
on November 3, 1990.
On November 18, 1990, Candace lrene, Joshua
Joel, and Ashley Nicole Goudy were blessed at the
Youngstown, Ohio Branch by Brothers Don Pandone,
Ralph Berardino, and Mike Italiano respectively.
Joshua Jose King was blessed at the Vanderbilt,
PA Branch on November 18, 1990 by his grandfather,
Bro. James L. King Sr.
Bro. Richard Lowther blessed his grandson,

FRANK FERA
Frank Fera passed from this life on November 7,
1990. He was born on May 21, 1912.
The funeral was conducted by Brothers Anthony R.
Lovalvo and Tullio LaCivita of Branch 4 in Redford
Township, Michigan. Bro. Dominic R. Thomas spoke
briefly at the White Chapel Cemetary and offered
prayer.

-t
I
I

Address ChanEe

Richard Raymond Lowther, at the Vanderbilt, PA
Branch on November 25, 1990.
On November 25, 1990, Michael Anthony LaCivita
was blessed at Detroit Branch #4 in Redford Twp., MI
bv his ørandfather. Bro. Tullio LaCivit¿.
' Eth"an James Redmond and Elizabeth Mary Saloba
were blessed by Bro. Richard Santilli of the
Youngstown, OH Branch on November 25, 1990.
Chelsea Elise Parry was blessed on December 9,
1990, by Bro. Flip Palacios at the Detroit Inner City

Branch.
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Phoenix, Arizona, 1990
Greetings, in the love of God, is
extended from the Phoenix Branch
to all! Looking back at 1990 and
seeing the blessings of our Heavenly Father brings great joy and

thankfuìness to our hearts. We
would like to sha¡e some of these
things with you, hoping that you,
too wilì be blessed.
Our building is full when we
come together to worship and
fellowship. The meetings are
blessed as the Word is spoken,
testimonies are given, singing, praying, or however the Spirit of the
Lord directs. Every Sunday our
Sunday School and MBA classes are
interesting and thought-provoking
as we look into the hoìy scriptures.
We have a good-sized group of
young people in our branch, which
in itself is a great blessing. In addition to oü local group we have
young people from Tse Bonito, NM
(part of our Southwest District) attending universities in our area.
From outside our district we have
Anthony Gentile from Michigan attending school here. Steve Brown
from Florida and Frank Ciotti from
California have moved and are
working in Phoenix. Brother ïVally
and Sister Marie Cihomsky, along
with their son Bro. Steve, have
recently moved here from New
Jersey and have become active
members of our branch. We enjoy
them very much as Bro. Wally

unites with the branch priesthood
as a minister of the Gospel. Praise
God!

This year we have had five ordinations. Brothers Mark Landrey,
Rob Duncan, and David Jordan
were ordained teachers; Bro. Joe
King was ordained a deacon; and
Sister Nancy Mazzeo a deaconess.
Karen Heaps answered the call
of the Spirit on March 26, 1990 and
was baptized into Christ on that
day and became our beìoved sister.
Arthur Landrey Jr. sur¡endered
himself to the Lord on June 17
iggõ, *ur baptized that same day,
and bec¿me our beloved brother,
There are others that the Spirit of
the Lord is touching, and we pray
that they, too, will join ranks with

this great Army and become
Soldiers of the Cross. We have people that attend regularly, and those
that will visit occasionally, who are
not baptized. We enjoy their
felìowship very much, and pray that
God will bless them continually and
that they, too, will become part of
the family of God.
People have come for prayer
and have received healing and
benefit from the Lord. Recently
3-year-old Jonathon Scolaro was iìl
during church and told his mother
that he wanted to be anointed.
Jonathon came forward for prayer,
and as the service ended he '.vas
running around happily and plaflng,

2

healed by the power of God. Praise
the Lord! The priesthood felt to call

Sister Ruth Mountain forward one
Sunday to be anointed because of
affliction. The foìlowing week she
commented that she was glad the
brothers had asked her to come forward for prayer, for that week she
felt better than she had for a long
time. Sister Ella Furnier asked the
branch priesthood if they wouìd
anoint a handkerchief for her sonin-law, Frank Crandell, who lives in
Santa Barbara, California. Frank
and Nikki have attended services
here in Phoenix when visiting their
family here. He is aJflictæd with ar-

thritis, and recently developed
glaucoma in one eye because of it.
This condition worsened, and the
doctors became very concerned.
When Frank received the anointed
handkerchief, he placed it ove¡ his
eye, trusting in God. His condition
greatly improved and he is doing
much better. Praise God! Sister
Lo¡etta Mazzeo recently asked for
prayer and a.fterwards testified how
the Lord immediately took the pain
away.

We thank God for all of His
blessings and for all that He has
done throughout this year. Please
continue to pray for us. Our aim is
to exalt Christ and do the will of
the Father here on earth,
May God continue to bìess His
Church, build His kingdom, and

draw souls to the Well of Living
Waters.
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Note of ThnrLlß
Dear B¡others and Sisters:

It

is with deep humility and appreciation that we wish to convey
our thanks to all the saints
everywhere for the hundreds of
"get welì" cards we received, and
the multitude of prayers that
ascended to heaven in our behalf.

Wo¡ds are aìways inadequate in expressing the gratitude that we feel
towards the saints for their ìove in
the time of affliction. May His
grace and love overshadow all of
you in great abundance. Keep praying for us, for our hope is to
recover completely and continue in
our service to the Lord and His
people. Amen.
America and its allies are
engaged in a terrible war against
an inhuman and barbaric person
who has shown by his past behavior
that he has no regard for human
lives. This was exhibited in his war
against lran, when he used chemical
weapons to inflict untold misery
and death. Hopefr;ìly, by the time
this is printed in The GosT:eL News,
this war shall have ended. Meanwhile, it behooves all of us to
engage in solemn fasting and

prayer that this conflict will come
to an end.
We should also fast and pray
that God wilì have mercy upon this
nation who, like other nations, has
permitted sin and transgression to
run râmpant. The prophecy of
Isaiah has come to pass wherein he

sajd that "good will be called evil,
and evil good" (Isaiah 5:18)..
. In 1863 President Abraham
Lincoln designated and set apart a
day for the nation to fast and pray
to the Lord for forgiveness, for he
said that "We have forgotten God."
I pray that our President Bush
would do the same for our nation
today. Perhaps the Lo¡d wouìd then
extend His hand to stop this war
and allow His tender mercy and
forgiveness to rest upon this land.
May the words of the Lord, spoken
to Solomon, be our portion as well:
"If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves,
and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then
will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their
Iand" (I Chronicles 7:14).
We salute every brother and
sister in the love of the Lord.

Bro. V. James and
Sis. Mary Lovalvo

Witness
"If we receive the witness of
men, the witness of God is greater:
for this is the witness of God which
he hath testified of his Son" (I John
5:9).

A witness, a confirmation.
and th€y went forth, and
preached everywhere, the Lo¡d confirming the word with signs following. The signs of fire upon the

"

Branch and MÍssÍon Ne\üs
Sufler lhe little childrcn
By Va,lnri,e Duli,sse
"Suffer the little children

tr.r

come unto me, and forbid them not;
for of such is the kingdom of God"

(Mark 10:14).
On September 22, 1990, we at
the Modesto, California Branch
were visited by Charles and Joan
Micale f¡om Denver, Colorado.
Their daughter, Jenny, was to be
blessed in the Church on that day.

Bro. Leonard Lovalvo took Jenny and offered the prayer of blessing, and then proceeded to open our
preaching service. We always consider it a special moment when a
little child is brought into our midst
for the purpose of asking God to
add His blessings to him or her. On
this day, Bro. Leonard spoke of the
scripture in which Jesus told the
people, "Suffer the children to
come unto me," and then He
blessed them one by one. Surely the
Lord and His hosts of angels must

water, the signs of fire in the midst
of the saints."
Being visrrally impaired, I must
rely on some kind soul to read for
me.

On November 14, 1990, a siste¡
was reading to me from the October issue of Th,e Gospel Neus.
Such signs from the glorified throne
of God confirming the work of His
servants were revealed as the sister
read experience after experience! I
was rejoicing in hearing of these
blessings. Then she read an article

from the Elkins, Wesi Virginia Mission that told of a vision thât was
had of a pair of hands coming down
upon a new sister's head in addition
to the hands of the eìders who were
bestowing the Holy Ghost upon her.
"If we receive the witness of men,
the witness of God is greater: for
this is the witness of God which he
hath testified of his Son."
As I listened intently to this
description of the vision, I, too, saw
a pair of snow white hands, crossed
one on top of the other, come down
and place themseìves on top of the
brothers' hands as they were confirming the sister.
This experience took place on
November '14, 1990, at my home in
Chattahoochee, Florida, as this
beautiful blessing, which took pìace
in Elkins, West Virginia was being
read to me.
We gìory in the witness of God
and His marvelous Restored Work
in these the last days.
Brother Cleveland Baldwin

rejoice when a husband and wife
bring their precious child to the
priesthood of our Church, in faith
believing that God will bìess and
protect this little one all the days of
his or her life. This is such a
beautifuì ordinance, and it reminds
us in a very poignant way of the
tremendous love and concern which
our Lord Jesus Christ has for our
children, and of the importance
with which He regards them.
In ou¡ Church we have many
young married people, with new
children arriving often. We all
should be grateful to our Lord for
His consideration of our little ones,
for His blessings upon them and

.)
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His constant love and attention to
their well-being. In spite of the
harsh realities of the world we live
in today, our hope and confidence
in the promises of God are wellplaced. Praise His holy name!

Fircl convert in
Orlando, FL
On Sunday, August 26, 1990,
we met at the river's edge to
witness the Orlando, Florida Mis.
sion's first baptism. Sister Lenore
Millison was baptized by Bro. John
G-ray. Sh_e is the great.gianddaughter
of Bro. John Ward and the
daughter of Bro. Bill Somerville.
After the baptism we returned
to our meeting place, where t.rur
sister was confirmed bv Bro. Frank

tell someone about the Lo¡d, for He
has blessed us so abundantly. He
has given us The Chu¡ch of Jesus

Christ and the Gospeì Restored. We
thank God for Jesus Christ, the
Light of the Worìd.
Donations were received from
the Michigan-Ontario Area MBA for
gifts for the children this year. We
wish to express oul gratitude to the
brothe¡s and siste¡s of the
Michigan-Ontario Area for their
donations. May God richìy bless you

pass others by? As brothers and
sisters in Christ we are responsible
for one another. Our heart should

be so filled that we will desire to
help others.

"To him that knoweth to do

good and doeth not, to him

it

is

Following the program was our
Christmas dinner. Everyone partook of this delicious meal, which
had been prepared by the sisters.
We at the Muncey Mission wish to
extend our gratitude to all who attended this year. May God richly
bless one and all.

sin." Look up that brother or
sister, and bind up their wounds. It
just mìght be your hand that makes
the difference. Look for the opportunity to do good. Do it fo¡ thã
Lord's sake. Our late Brother Raymond, whom we took the time to'
remember today, put these wo¡ds
and thoughts into action. He wasn,t
so conce¡ned for himself, but rather
for others.
- We thank God for the example
of our departed brother, and foi the
inspired words our Brother Jackson
brought forth on this occasion.

Youngstown, OH

Ordination at Vandeóilt

all.

Rogolino.

Bro. John Gray then introduced
the service with II Neohi 81.
elaborating on the wav beinó
straight and narrow. Éro. Nirnran
Campitelìe foliowed Bro. Gray. We
had a beautiful day in the Loid and
we welcome our new sister into Lhe
fold.

Muncey Christmas
Prcgram
Bg Somunl Frmch

. Olr Sunday, December
the Muncey,

ZB, 1990,
Ontario Mission held

its Christmas Program for the year
of 1990. It was good to see the
church building filled; about 100
people attended from Muncev and
the Church in Canada and th-e

United States.
The theme for this year's program.was "Gifts." God has mãny
gifis in His storehouse. Manv of the
adults from Muncey attendeä the
program to see their ehildren partrcrpate, and some of the adults
-¡¡ere also in the program.
How
good it was to see them speaking
and reading about the wond""fulthings of the Lord!
Our elders in Muncey, Brothers
Rodney Dyer and Sam õiFalco,
then spoke on the greatest gift of
all, which is Jesus Christ. We
should not be afraid o¡ ashamed to

Bg Betty Gennnro
On Sunday, December 16, 1990,
during a service in which the
Quorum of Seventy Evangelists
paid tribute to our dear departed
Brother Raymond Cosetti, Ohio
District President Bro. Phil Jackson
related an experience he had on the
previous day, in which the Tenth
Chapter of Luke c¿me to his mind.
To the question, "What shall I
do to inherit eternal life?" Christ
answered, "Thou shalt ìove the
Lord thy God with alì thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all
thy. strength, and with all thy mind;
and thy neighbor as thyself.'Ì
Bro. Jackson then asked the
question, "Who is thy neighbor?', It
is not just the stranger, as in the
parable of the Good Samaritan, but
it is also ou¡ brother and sister in
Christ. Satan tries to take awav the
Spirit of Christ within us and
within the Church. He soes to and
fro among us and finds a weakness,
that he might rob us of the blessings of God. Do we pass by one
that needs help? Do we justify
ourselves?

There are many sad conditions
among us. Some cannot seem to
find that needed strength to go on.
It's up to us to help thern. A¡e we
so wrapped up in ourselves that we

Brother Tom St¡oko was orlain9d a deacon in the Vanderbilt,
PA Branch on December g, 1990.
Our service was introduced by
Bro. James King, who spoke aboút
the duties of va¡ious offices of the
Chu¡ch, witb particular emphasis on
the duties of a deacon. PreÀiding
Elder Bob Nicklow told of the
unanimous feeling among the
branch priesthood in feel-inE the
Lord's calling of Bro. Stro[o to this
office.

Bro. Lawrence King washed
Bro. Stroko's feet, and Bro.
Nicklow offered prayer before the
actual ordination took place. Bro,
James King felt prompted by the
Spirit of God to ordain Bro. Stroko
as a deacon in the Church. \{e feel
God sealed this office on our
brother, and that God will use him
in continuing service.
Bro. Stroko is a grandson of
Bro. Joseph Bittinger. He and his
wife, Sister Peggy, have four
daughters, all active in the Vanderbilt Branch. Bro. Stroko is also the

branch's Sundav School
Superintendentl
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The Apache Missions
Bu Eaanoe\ßl Richard' T. Christman

"

Soul.í.uest

Dßtrict Chairnan

We have two APache missions
Iocated on the San
Arizona,
in
Carlos and White Mountain APache
Reseïvations. God has been blessing
the efforts of the Chu¡ch at both
missions. The scripture teaches us
that one planteth, and another
watereth, but God Aives the increase.' Truly God has favored these
missions with increases.
It is difficuìt to continue to plant
and lvater for long Periods of time
without apparent Progress. Some
observericomment that the lack of
apparent growth is an indication
thãt we should look eìsewhere to
concentrate our efforts, in some
place that might Yield quicker
i"esults. This is a natural thought,
and is common in aìmost all of
man's endeavors. The work among
the Anaches, however, is ¿oú man's
naturà work, but is the work of
God; He determines the time of
increase.

It is a joy to be able to Particinate in ihe Work of the Lord,
und' ou"t the years the sâints have
contributed tlieir prayers, materials,
financial resources, and concern for
the welfare of the Seed of JosePh'
The scrintwe fwther teaches us
that a bòok of remembrance is written. God takes note of ou¡ efforts
in the Gospel. We Praise His name
for His unbounded love and
patience.
SAN CARLOS

Brother Dan Picciuto and his
wife. Sister Dolores; their son,
David, and his wife, Lorrie; anrì

their dauEhter, Tina; along with
Sister Do'iores' mother, Nellie Hoffman: have been working hard to
maintain the planting and watering
that has continued for the past thirty years. A great number of
hrothers and sisters have contributed their efforts ove¡ the
yeârs, some uP until God called
them to their revr'ard.
God has promised that His
blessings upon His servants and
their children would continue lor
manv senerations. We are now
witnäsTins the fulfillment of God's
word. Twã of the APache elders of
the San Carlos Mission, Brothers
Claude Kavson and Norman James,
planted anä watered until God took

them home.

God does not forget His Promises. His increase this year has included the baPtism of Bro. Nor-

man's granddaughter, Andrea

,James.-and the renewal of his

grandson, Vernon James Jr., which
ñrakes the familY of Bro. Norman
and Sis. Sallv's oldest son, Vernon,
and his wife, OPhelia, comPìete in

the Lord. Their oldest daughter,
Chervl. was baptized shortly after
"Nãrman
R"o.
died. Our PraYer is
to bless all of
continue
that God will
and watch
familY,
Norman's
Bro.
over his son, JertY, who is serving
the armed forces in the Middle
East.
God has also continued to bless
Brother Claude KaYson's familY
with the baptisms ihis JanuarY of
his son. Jacik, along with two of his
daushters. Deloria Bonito and
MeÑa Rustin. Bro. Claude's wife,
Sis. Isadore, Praises God for His
blessinøs. Thé late Brother Fred
and SiÀter Goldie Phillips' daughter,
Luciìle, and her husband, Alma
David i\{artinez, were also baptized

this JanuarY.
God truiY is bringing the increase. The SundaY School attendance is averaging 80 PeoPle, with
an all-time hiEh of 89 in JanuarY.
The Sundav úrvice has ten to fifteen visitois regularly, including the
vice chairman of the reservation
and his wife. The building is completely full, along with the SundaY
School areas. Additional meeting
soace is urgentlY needed. The
biothers and sisters fullY exPect
God to continue the increase, and
are working to do their Part. TheY
bave had ten baPtisms and seven
¡enewals this Past Year. TheY need
our Dravers and assistance to accominoäate the souls wanting to
learn about the GosPel of Jesus
Christ
WHITE MOUNTAIN

More than 20 Years ago, the
brothers and sisters of the Pine
Too-Lakeside area began their
evånselistic work among the White
Mouñtain Aoache Indian PeoPle.
Thev nreached the GosPeì in the
w¡iie niver area and throughout
the reservation. The families of
Brother Ike and Sister Bonnie
Smith: Brother Herbert and Sister
Shirlev Hemmings; and Brother
Harrv and Sistei CherYI Smith have
consiitentlv sought to Plant and
water along with the other saints in
the area.
God is bìessing them with increased interest and attendance.
The Church van returns from the
reservation crowded with Apache
neoole wanting to know more about
iesirs Christ, Éis Church, and His
nromises to them. Just this Past
children were blessed
i.,""..
"even
has favored them with two
änd bod
baotisms. as Sisters Doris
Oa'¡kosháv and Willena Rustin
came to tÉe Lord. Sis. Willena lived
with the Joseph Calabrese family in
Lorain. Ohio while attending high
school. This past January she asked
Bro. Joe to take her into the Pure'
icy cold mountain waters for
baDtism.

'

The saints have been act¡ve not

onlv in their Preaching, teaching,
and testifvinÁ of God's love and
mercy, bul [ñey also Provide laY(Conlinued on Page 7)
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It's natural for us to want our children to be better off than we were' As parents,
we want the very best for them, working especially hard to give them many of
the good things we ou¡selves did not have, as well as all of the good things we
did have.
As members of The Church of Jesus Christ, we should have the same concern'
in a spiritua.l sense, not only for our own children but for all our sons and daughters
in thã Lord-our brothers and sisters in Christ who look up to us as spiritual
mothers and fathers. In order for us to seek better tbings for this next generation of saints, however, '¿r'e must take the time to look frankly and honestly at
what might be less than perfect, spirituaìly, in our own lives.
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is difficult for people, regardless of how God-fearing, sincere, and devout they
may be, to operate under such abstract concepts as love and liberty when they
come from religions which use rules, rituals, and relics as a substitute for genuine
interaction with the Spirit of God. Certainly a generation of saints who knew only how to follow rules cannot be blamed if vestiges of their behavior were passed
on to the generations that followed.

It

The old habits-looking to men rather than the Spirit for guidance and direction,
imposing unnecessary rules and policies on the blameìess group instead of deaìing with the offending individuals with the wisdom, love, patience, and courage
that God granted to Solomon and PauÌ of old-can unfortunately still be seen today, even among some of our young people. If we cannot fully eradicate this
stifling, oppressive thinking from the present generation, we can all do our best
to leave it behind, and prevent it from going any further.

15063

SOUTTIEAST
Douglac S. Ob¡odov¡ch
8620 NW 45lh Sr,

Lsuderh¡ll, FL

One of the most important things we want to give our spiritual descendants is
a solid, unwavering understanding of the Restored Gospel and of the things of
God. But we must consider the distinct possibility that in past generations, when
many of our spiritual forefathers turned from t¡aditional religions to the Gospel,
traces of their deeply internalized habits of blind obedience-rather than a com'
mitment based oìr questioning, ìearning, and understanding-may have been carried into The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ.

481t5

As we raise ou¡ children in the Gospel, and as we nurture and admonish new saints

coming into the Church from the outside, it is important thât we teach them to
think for themselves, to rely more on the Holy Spirit-for continued growth and
development-than on their teachers and ministers, to seek to please God more
than tó please men. If we can allow them the freedom to do these things, perhaps
to a greàter extent than we were able, our hearts will rejoice as we-see them grow'
naturaìly and spiritually, to fuìly reach their God-given potential. The Church will
flourish as theÀe spiritual children of ours grow to be men and women of God,
adorning the Church with their gifts and talents, and bringing souls to Christ'
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PRAY
ASK
Dear Friends,
When is the last time that you
thought about a good idea but were
afraid to tell anyone? Have you
ever sat ìn class and known the
right answer but were afraid to say
it? Maybe someone else than said
exactly what you were thinking and
everyone, or your teacher, told
them what a great thought that
was! Then you were disappointed
and mad at yourself. Sometimes
when we don't speak up, no one
does and things don't get worked
out as they should.
Did you know that God and His
Son Jesus want you to be brave?
The Apostle Pal was teaching a
young man named Timothy about
fear. He told Timothy, and us, "For
God has not given us the spirit of
fear; but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind."
Fear does not come from the
Lord. Fear comes from the ugly
deviì. God is pure love and
goodness and kindness. God beÙieues
in you. The Holy Spirit-whieh is
also called the mind of God-can be
within you. All you have to do is
pray for it to be, and when you are
older and baptized, the elders will
lay hands upon you. That's also
when the Holy Spirit wiìl come
upon you.
Now this is a wonderful Spirit.
It is a Spirit which will lead, guide,
and direct you towards good.
When I am in meetings at work
where people need my advice and I
feel scared to speak up, i pray inside. I tell God, "Thank you," and I
ask Him to speak through me.
Sometimes I wait after I pray.
Other times, God lets me see so
clearly what must be done that
words of wisdom rolì out of my

mouth. Right decisions get made.
People even think I'm smart. I try

to let them know that I thank God
it did work out.
It's scary to speak up
sometimes. In work or at school
there are often mean kids or people
or even teachers who are unhappy
themselves. They want to hüt the
feelings of other peopìe so that
everyone is as miserable as they
are. They ',Yant you to doubt
yourself; but remember your verse:
God has given you love. Cod has
given you a sound mind. That
means you don't have to waste your
time hating these peopÌe back. That
also means that you have good
ideas. A sound mind means you are
correct in your ideas and in the way
you think. You have the power to
be right.
Teach yourself to take a mo-

ment and pray when you are in
places around people like this. Calling on the Lord for help is the best
way to protect yourseìf. Calling on
Jesus who knows all things is the
best way to solve a problem, too.
He has promised to hear our cries

and to help us. Many of you have a
favorite television commercial o¡
even a "rap" song that you've
memorized. Most of you can quickly
sing along all the words perfectly.
You have smart, healthy minds. So
now, my challenge to you is to start
putting some realy strong promises
to Jesus in your mind, too. That
way, when you are facing a tough
problem, you can remind yourself
that God has given you your
answer. His word to you is to put
away fear, "For God has not given
vou the spirit of fear; but of power,
ànd of love, and of a sound mind."
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MESSAGE continued
éttes for the Apache mothers

through their Ladies' Uplift Circìe.
They provide related chu¡ch activities for the young and old, so
that all can come to know Jesus
Christ. They, too, need our support,
as transportation to church services
and activities is a great need. Vehicle travel expense is increasing both
because of the growing number of
visitors and inflated travel costs.
Where do you and I fit into
God's plan on the Apache reservations? We all cannot be there, but
we can do our part so that God will
continue the inc¡ease and bless the
saints and their children in San
Carlos, White River, and
throughout the Church. The harvest
is great, and the mission needs are
very pressing. There are souls
hungry for the Gospel of Peace
throughout our nation, Central and
South America, and the whole
world. They need Jesus. The
Church of Jesus Christ is increasing
its evangelistic efforts, and the Mis.
;ion Operating Committee needs
both laborers and financial

resources. Now is the time to help
in the Work of the Lord by planting

cy with which we check ourselves
on the qu€stions can determine just
how missionary-minded we are.

and watering.
Brother Randy Ciccati is the
General Chu¡ch Financial
Secretary. His address is 3381
Roesch tslvd. #105, Fairfield, OH
45014. If you wish to earmark your
funds fo¡ a specific endeavor or
project, be assu¡ed that your donarion will be properly forwarded.

1. Have I given anyone my personal testimony about how God

brought me into His Gospel?
2. Have I prayed that God
would direct me to whom I should
speak about His Gospel and
salvation?

Please do your pa¡t so that God
may provide an increase in the
Gospel and in your life.

3. Have I invited someone to
Church?

4. Have I prayed faithfuìly for
our missionaries in the fields?
5. Have I prayed for the mission fields themselves?
6. Have I prayed that God
would direct us to individuals
throughout the world who are interested in the salvation of their

Checklist
By Carl J. Frammolino,
Eaangelist Eùitor

souls?

One might ask, "What must I
do, or shouìd I do, to be missionaryminded? What will allow me to be

7. Have I prayed that God
would show me how I can assist
even more than ever in the
Church's missionary efforts?
8. Have I given all that I can
financiaìly to aid in the total missionary work of the Church?

part oI the total missionary effort
of The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ?"
The answers may be found in
the following checklist. It can be
used as a daily, weekly, monthly, or
annual review. Perhaps the frequen-

The Church of Jesus Christ 1gg1 Meetings/Conferences
MARCH

7-2
2- 3, 10:00 a.m.
2- 3, 10:00 a.m.
74-16

JULY

-

Gene¡al Church Trustees, Phoenix
and San Carlos, AZ

13,

Ohio District Conference,

AUGUST

Cleveland/Youngstown
Southwest District Conference,
Phoenix, AZ
Quorum of l\velve Meeting,
Lake Worth, FL

19

-*

General Church Conference,
'World
Conference Center (WCC)
Committees: MOC, Finance,
GMBA Activities, Trustees

L8-22

Book of Mormon Committee,
Gastonia, NC

OCTOBEB

-

Ladies' Uplift Circle, Aliquippa, PA

10-13

-

GMBA Conference, WCC

-

GMBA Campout, Ligonier, PA

General Chu¡ch Conference, WCC

NOVEMBER

JUNE
22-28

-

Whitton's home
Ohio District Conference,
Perry/Youngstown

SEPTEMBER

Independence, MO

lt^Y
18-19

MOC, Branch 1, Detroit, MI

Greensburg, PA
Finance Committee, Paul

9-10

Ladies' Uplift Circle, WCC
Book of Mormon Committee,

-

3-4
Pacific Coast Dist¡ict Conference
3- 4, 10:00 a.m. - PA District Conference,
17-18, 10:00 a.m.

APBIL
18-21.

9:00 a.m

9-10

GMBA Conference, WCC

8
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*

WEDDINGS *

LUBIENSKI-WHII:FON
On Satwday, June 23, 1990, Daniel R. Lubienski
and Becky Jo Whitton were united in holy matrimony
at The Cñurch of Jesus Christ, Branch 3, in Sterling
Heights, Michigan.
the ceremónv was officiated by Bro. Carl Frammolino. Bro. Paui Whitton. father ôf the bride, read
the vo'¡r's.
Musical selections were presented by Kathy Peshl
on the piano. Sis. Tracey Francione was the vocal
soloist.

The newlyweds wilì reside in Sterling Heights'
Michigan. May the love they solemnly vowed before
God ùow moie precious, and may the Spirit of the
Lord-accompanr them on their journey through life
together.

Children

Sal Adin Foy was blessed by Bro' Jim Crudup on
Ryan Drummer was blessed by Bro. James Howard
in Freehold, NJ.
On November 18, 1990, Michael Reyes, Isaac
Reyes, and Oswaldo Reyes were blessed in Freehoìd,

NJ bv Bro. Joseph Perri.
lii.hull" St"ih"nie Murillo was blessed by Bro.
Josenh Perri on December 23, 1990 in Freehold, NJ.
David Walìing was blessed by Bro Jim Crudup on
Januarv 20. 1991 in Freehold, NJ.
Duðtin îhomas Palposi was blessed on January 6,
1991 by Bro. John Buffa at Detroit Branch 1 in
Roseville, Michigan.

OBITUARMS
EVELYN CRALL
On October 72, 1990, Sister Evelyn Crall passed
from this life. She was ?1 years of age. She and her
late husband, Bro. Bill Crall, moved from Warren, Ohio
to Anadarko, Oklahoma in 19?3 to live and work
among the Indian tribes in central Oklahoma.
Tfie funeral service was conducted by Brothers 1
Aìex and David Robinson. A flute solo was played by
Native American JaY Silverhorn.
Our sister was preceded in death by her husband,
Bro. Bill. in January of 1989. She leaves to mourn her
Þassing six children: Bill, Robert, Mary Margaret,
Charlie, Louis, and Sarah

WEINER-HENDERSON
Dr. Richard Weiner and Sister Barbara Henderson
were uniþd in marriage on October 28, 1990 in
Laguna Niguel, California.
-The neivlyweds are residing in Beltsville, Maryland'
rd richly bless them in their life together.

New Arrivals
Jessica Halguien to Martin and Hilda

lalguien Nunez of Freehold, Nglv :Ier9gy.
Íeremy Joseph to Ron and Kathy ({g¡nari)
leshl of liranch 3 in Sterling Heights, Michigan'
Russell Donald to Tim and Diane (Coppa)
Brandt of the Harrison, Michigan Mission.
Shellbv Jane to Scott and Joann Anderson of
Branch 3 in Sterling Heights, Michigan.
Shane Aaron to Brent and CherYl
iOhepanoske) Smith of Monongahela,
Pennsylvania.

Bónjamin Ryan to Tim and Renée Scolaro of
Phoenix, Arizona.

r

April
^ 8. 1990 in Freehold, NJ.

SARAGOSA-GIANFENMI
Mr. Anthony Gregory Saragosa and Sis. Patricia
Marje Gianfermi werã¡oìned irimarriage on September
21, 1990 at Detroit Brànch 1 of The Church of Jesus
Christ in Roseville, Michigan.
Brothers Sam DiFaÌcõ and Richard Thomas, both
uncles of the bride, officiated at the ceremony. Musical
seìections were olaved bv Sis. Kathie Perkins.
Tbe newly'wädi are iesiding in Rosevilìe,. M ichigan
May God bless them with joy and happiness In theìr
life together.

Blessed

MICHAEL MILTON
Brother Michael Milton of the Monongahela, PA
Branch passed on to his eternal reward on November
1?, 1990. A dedicaled member of the Church, Bro
Mike was also an ordained deacon'
Bro. Robert Nicklow Jr' officiated at the funeral,
assisted bv Bro. Brian Smith.
Left tä mourn his loss are his wife, Sister Virginia'
four sons. one daughter, eleven grandchildren, and two
sreat-ørandchildren, as well as one brother and three
íi.t".i Ou" prayer is that the Lord wou.ld bless and
comfort Bro. Mike's famiìv and loved ones.

F]LIZABETH WOOLEY
Sis. Elizabeth Wooley, a member of the
Monongahela, PA Branch, passed away on December

11, 1990.
The funeral was conducted by Bro. Robert Nickìou
Jr.
Our sister leaves behind üwo daughters, one granddauøhter. a brother, and one sister, Sis. Jennie Sarver'
"W" piuy
God wiìl comfort the family of our

that

dear sister.
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Edison, NJ Jubilee Year
By Marg Thi.ckstun ond, Terri Braao
Labor Day weekend of 1990
was a speciaì weekend for the
brothers, sisters, and friends of the
Edison, NJ Branch. lt was a time
to walk down Memory Lane, a lane
which stretches back from the present dâte to 1940. We marked fifty
years of continued gowth from the
establishment of the Edison Branch,
Under the Lord's guidance we
combined our effortS to make the
weekend a success. To sha¡e in our

joy, brothers and sisters from
Florida, South Carolina, Penn-

sylvania, Michigan, and West
Virginia joined us. lVe rejoiced in
seeing many of these, who were
originally from the Edison Branch,
in our midst once again. Their
recollections of many of God's blessings, both in the past and in the
present, was an uplift for all to
hear.

We began our two-day celebration with a preaching service on
Saturday afternoon. After Presìding
Elder Arthur Searcy opened the
meeting with a welcome to all, he
read appropriately from Isaiah 66:1,
"Thus saith the Lord, The heaven
is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool: whe¡e is the house that
ye build unto me? and where is the
place of my rest?"
We were happy to hear from
visiting brothers John Buffa, Mat-

thew Rogolino, Tony Vadasz, and
Ed Donkin. After a season of
preaching, we alì enjoyed a wonderful dinner prepared by the sisters of
the Ladies' Circle.
During the evening service, we
presented a program on the history
of the Edison Branch, consisting of
readings, musical selections, and
testimonies. Most of the saints who
were instrumental in establishing
what was then known as the
Stelton Mission into what we now
know as the Edison Branch have
gone on to their rewards. But
Sister Theresa Venuto, a charter
member, testified of how she and
her family came to know the Gospel
some 64 years ago. We relived
many memories through the
testimonies of those who were once
members of the branch. While they
now serve God in different areas of
the Church, there remains a special
place jn their hearts for the Edison
Branch. The memories they evoked
were a blessing to everyone. Most
importantly, God's name was
praised.

The brothers and sisters of the
Metuchen Branch joined us for our
Sunday services, along with
brothers, sisters, and friends from

throughout the Atlantic Coast
District. At the beginning of the
meeting, Brother Arthur Searcy

read a card and showed us a plaque
which was presented to us by the
brothers and sisters of the Spartanburg, SC Mission. (Brother Nathan
Peterkin, who labored there for
many years, was originally from
Edison.)
Brother Cleveland Baìdwin of
Quincy, Florida, who first met the
Gospel at the Edison Branch,
opened our service with a text from
John 12:24, "Except a corn of
wheat fall into the ground and die,

(Continued on Page 10)

Area Campout
The Atlantic Coast A¡ea
MBA Campout will be held on
Friday, May 24 through Monday,
May 27, 199L, at Fairview Lake
Camp in Newton, New Jersey.
This year's theme will be
"He Restoreth My Soul." We're
looking forward to spending a
long weekend of spiritual blessings and feìlowship.
Last year, many wonderfirì
blessings were felt at our camp.
\{e truly felt the presence of the
Lord instructing and blessing us.

Come and join us for one,
two, or all three days. We'll be
looking for you.
For more information regarding the camp, contact Mary
Benyola at 908-7 25-8392.

March,
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"Yes, if you have enough courage
to baptize me, this is what I want,"
he said. Four strong young Indians
went to tlle Grand River to break
that ice. The news spread fast; a
large group of Indians met at the
frozen river. I onìy weighed 136
pounds; Elijah weighed over 200
pounds. It was colder than I really
thought, as I entered the water. I
felt my ìegs freezing. Those young
men had cut the ice with a large
saw.

By Mark Rand,g
We need to teìl our children
that they have a choice to become
ìovers or losers. For to miss love is
to miss life. Thornton Wilder said,
"There is a land of the living and a
land of the dead, and the bridge is
Loae; the orùy survival and the onJy
meaning."

Let's tell our children!
\ry'e cannot be lovers of God
without being lovers of each other.
Love works not ill to his neighbor;
the¡efore love is the fulfilling of the
law. (Romans 13:10).
In the winter of 1937, we made
a trip to Grand River, Canada,
where the Six Nations Mission is
located. It had been snowing for
days, and the cold was below zero.
We met in the home of Sister Gibson. An old man walked into the
meeting. To everyone's surprise, he
said, "I want to be baptized."
"Baplized?" asked Bro. Frank
Ford, "Look outside." "I know,"
the man said, "I just came from
outside." Elijah Burning was his

name. "I have prayed much because
am a sinner. I dreâmed last night
and a man told me, 'Go to the Gibsons' house. There you will fïnd my
ministe¡. Ask him to baptize you.' "
Elijah Burning was the great
grandson of one of the great chiefs
of the Six Nations Reservation. He
was 65 years old; he had injured his
spine falling from a horse many
years earlier, yet he looked like a
handsome man. The Indians had a
warm respect for him.
"We baptize in the river, but
the ¡iver is frozen solid. We have to
break the ice and bury you in the
water, Is this v/hat you want?"

I

After baptism, as they helped
us out of the water, Elijah raised
his hands upward and cried, "My
God, You have forgiven a great sinner. I have killed five men as an Indian warrio¡. My God, my God, how
great is Your love!"
This was one of the most
marvelous experiences for me and
those present. Elijah became a living testimony not only of a true
total repentance, but also of the
kind of love ou¡ savior Jesus Christ
brought to earth. Brother Burning's
was a living example of what God
can do through Jesus Christ the
Lord.
One day we had feet washing at
our little church; this being one of
the Christ-blessed commandments.
As I proceeded to wash Bro. Elijah's feet, I felt drops of water on
my hair. I looked up only to see our
old brother's tears dropping on my
head. He said, "Marco, my son,
why do you wash my feet? My own
son never did this to me."
"Brother Burning," I said,
"Jesus Christ knelt before His
disciples as a servant and washed
their feet, giving us a living example, that like ou¡ Lord vye must
become servants of one another."
"Brother Marco, since I have given
my life to Christ, I have experienced the true purpose of life. I
feel free," he said. How beautiful.
As I write this testimony, I am
reliving the glory of the past. He
felt free from guilt.
How about you, reader? Do you
feel free from the shackles of guilt
and sin?
Though Elijah felt justified in
defending his ìife and the lives of
other Indians, when he gave his life
to Christ in baptism, his first words
were, "O God, you have forgium a
sinner. For once I feelfee; praise
God I am free," There is no

substitute for true freedom from
sin, doubt, and fear.
The old man was not afraid o1
the cold on that day, bei¿use the
angel of God heard his cry.
"Tomorrow morning go to the Gibson's house. There you will find my
servant. Ask him to baptize you."
He had prayed many times, but
that night he felt different.
I praise the Lord for such love.
How about you, readers? You, too,
have the choice to be a ìover.
Grace be unto you,
Mark Randy

Do Miracles Cease?
Last Juìy, Bro. Eugene Presutto of the Lorain, Ohio Branch was
experiencing some ill health. He
went to the hospital, where they
found asbestos in his lungs and
blood in his urine. They suggested
he see a specialist.
Our brother was admitted to
the hospital for more tests. This
time, they found that he had cance
of the bladder. After performing
surgery, they released him from the
hospital but scheduled seven weekly
chemotherapy sessions for him.
These treatments were a terrible
experience for him, but they never
stopped Bro. Eugene from coming
to church services.
Later, on a visit to the doctor
for a check-up, the doctor leaned up
against the wall and, shaking his
head, proclaimed that Bro. Eugene
no longer had cancer. The doctor
suggested he see another doctor to
confirm this. That doctor, too, was
amazed.

Back in 1940, this same brother
was told by an eye doctor that he
would go blind within a month's
time. His mother, a sist¿r in the
Church, encouraged him to trust in
God. B¡o. Alfred Dominico anointed
him. When he went back to the eye
doctor, he had 20-20 vision.

Again in 1988, our brother was
bleeding badly into his digestive
tract. As they checked him in the
hospital, they found that he had lo,
so much blood that he would not
live. He was given blood, but as he

(Continued on Page 10)
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Our lVomen Toda
TWentieth Anniversary of the
Pacific Coast Area Ladies' Circle
BE Li,nd,o, Reynolds

Many, many blessings were felt
by each and every woman attending
the November 3, 'I990 Pacific Coast

Ladies' Uplift Circle Conference,
held in Anaheim, California. The
theme for the day was "Celebrate
the Moments of your Life," to
carry on the twentieth anniversary
of the Pacific Coast Ladies' Circle.
Led by our president, Sister
Carrie Jankowski, we truly enjoyed
a full twelve hours of blessings. We
began our business meeting in the
morning. A beautjful devotional was
given by Sister Lydia Cavallaro.
She told a few experiences and read
a beautìful poem to us. She ended
by telling us to remember that God

never comes too early or too late.
He is always on tíme.
Sister Lucy DeCaro continued
by sharing with everyone the
events and blessings from the combined Pacific Coast and Southwest
Area Circle retreat, held in
September of 1990, where 150
ladies from all over the country
r¡iÌere in attendance. She toìd about
the headphones we now have for
the ladies who do not speak
English. One person interprets and
speaks into a microphone, and
everyone wearing a headphone can
immediately understand what's being said. Sis. Lucy displayed our
20th anniversary mugs, which we

are using as a fund raiser.
Sisters Lydia Knowles and Carrie Jankowski gave a brief report
on the Gene¡al Ladies' Circle Conference held in October, 1.990 in
Pennsylvania. In April of 1992
lhere will be a combined East and
West Ladies' Circle Retreat, to be
held in Californi¿.
After dinner, we began the
evening service. Sis. Lucy DeCaro
opened in prayer, and Bro. Ken

Jones sang Second to God. Sis. No¡'
ma Kennedy gave a brief history of
some early experiences of brothers

and sisters in the Church. Then Sis.
Carrie Jankowski asked the first
three Area Presidents, Sisters
Sarah Watson, Orletta Liberto, and
Lydia Knowles, to speak. They told
of some experiences and how determined they all were to make the
Circle a success.
We enjoyed more singing and
some fellowship. \{e thank our dear
Lord for these past 20 years, and

look forward to the next 20.

It{ote of Thnnlæ

MBA

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Area MBA Married Couples' Retreat
Bg &æan Coppa
On the weekend of January
25-27, 1997, the Pacific Coast Area
MBA sponsored a married couples'
retreat, held in Oxnard, California.
Sister Lisa Alessio planned a
beautiful retreat for us at the
Radisson Suites Hotel. Each room
was equipped with a private
fireplace, and a heart-decorated
basket of candies, coffees, and
goodies was delive¡ed to each room
The theme was "Love for a

Lifetime."

Some 20 couples from the
California area attended, as well as
Bro. Jim and Sis. Betty Alessio of
Lorain, Ohio, who were vacationing
in the area.
. Bro. Paul and Sis. Orletta
Liberto led the seminars, which
were enjoyed by all. Some topics
included:

.
.
.

God's desig¡ for marriage
Love for a lifetime must be a
choice

Why just be married when You
can be best friends?!

A

seríous message was received

from the seminars, but we also
shared in love and laughter. New
friendships were made, and old
ones rekindled. At our Sunday service, Brother Bob Womack felt insnired to soeak God's word and a
biessing wås feìt by aìl. Our thanks
go to those who work so hard to
bring enlightenment and pleasure to
the saints. We look forward to

other Area MBA activities this
vear. as weìl as other events which
Ëring the saints together in unity.

The family of Sis. Nancy Azzinaro Ensana wish to thank all the
brothers and sisters throughout the
Church who ca.lled, sent cards, and
prayed for us during the passing on
of our beloved mothe¡.
May God richly bless each of
you is our prayer. The following
was written by Sis. Nancy's
daughter, Sis. Josephine Jasmin,
and was read at the funeral service:
Momma is not dead, she has
gone home to be witb the Lord.
She has finished her tour of
duty on this vast and rugged ìand.
Suddenly her eyes closed, and
just as suddenly, they opened to
behold the face of Jesus.

His radiant face is smiling and
beckoning her to come home, home
to the land prepared from the
beginning of time.
She is happy, so full of joy as
she meets her loved ones who have
gone before.

(Conlinued on Page 10)

March, 1991
a number of years. Most noteworthy, they have received experiences in which they were instructed on how to make the Lord's
work their first priority, and were
given assurances that He would
provide for them.
SUCCESS FROM MANY EFFORTS

The latest proof of the success
of these many efforts was received
this January 27 , when six conve¡ts

Outreach in Detroit, Michigan
I
By Carl J. FratnmoLino, Eaongelist Ed,itor ,i )'
It is a g:reat blessing when a
new mission of The Church of Jesus
Christ is st¿rted. It is a bonus
blessing when that mission is successful and ìater begins outreach
activities to another location, which
also become fruitful. This kind of
growth and development is the way
that the Gospel can be, and perhaps
shor¡ld be, spread throughout the
world.
One of the most recent examples of this method of outreach
connection has been in Detroit,
Michigan. The Inner City Branch,
which grew from desi¡es to work
with the American lndian community in the center of Detroit under
the auspices of the MichiganOntario Urban Indian Committee 14
years ago, has now stretched into
the Mexican community a few miles
away, holding services for Spanishspeaking people. The way the Lord
has worked from the beginning until now is certainly well worth
review.
FIRST MEETING

The first meeting in the inner
city was held at the Rex Hotel,
owned by Sis. Jennìe Randazzo oI
Detroit Branch No. 1, on Sunday
morning, June 5, 1977, by
Evangelists Joseph Milantoni and

Anthony Gerace. Some members
from throughout the djstrict were
there, became more involved, and
began to work diligently with the
ministry in what has become a
beautifuì long-range team effort.
Attendance at these meetings
increased steadily, and the hotel

lobby where the seÌvices were held
overflowed with visitors who came
largely from the blighted inner
parts of the city. The Sunday
School rooms, which housed the
children's classes, were also overcrowded. A search for a larger
facility was begun. Subsequentlyi
through God's help, the present site
of the Inner City Branch, at 2901
Brooklyn (corner of Temple), about
a mile from the hotel, was obtained.
The s¿ructure is now about 115
years old, but it seats 325 people
and ìs a most suitable building. It
was dedicated to God on Sunday,
June 1, 1980.
From the very beginning, efforts we¡e richly rewarded, and
many souls have come into the
Gospel. It became apparent rather
quickly that not only people from
the American Indian community
would be embracing the Gospel.
People from many different social
and ethnic backgrounds began to attend and "feel at home" with the
flock.
The mission became a branch
on October 10, l9?9, but the missionary intent and objectives never
changed. Rather, they became more
intense and far-reaching, as more
workers filled the ranks and activities increased. Throughout the
years, visitíng people on
weeknights, transporting adults and
children to Sunday School and
church services, and assisting the
needy have steadily continued. In
addítion, spiritual endeavors increased, including more fasting and
praying. The brothers of the b¡anch
have met on Saturday evenings for

were baptized. They were Diana
Parker, Jeffrey Bork, David Parry,
Raphaela Baé2, Anastacio Baé2, and
David Lopez. The first three had
been attending the branch, while
the other three are from the new
Mexican-town location. These are
the first ones baptized as a result of
the Spanish meetings being held
there. The latte¡ three have also
been attending services at the
branch on Wednesday evenings and
Sunday mornings. Each one of the
six has a wonderfuì testimony of
how the Lord has been a blessing
and had been calling them.
The link between these two
Iocations became more visible than
ever with these baptisms, the fruit
of many labors which have been expended. Seven years of
perseverance in the outreach area,
however, were required.
"The Mexican work did not occur overnight," stated Bro. Gary
Champine, who has been
spearheading the recent Mexican efforts. "We (the group) have been
laboring over seven years."
Presiding Elder Eugene Amormino recalled that "Just before

Brother Joe Milantoni passed away

in 1986, he was looking for a
building on West Vernor Hwy. in
which to hold meetings. In his vision [i.e., foresight], hê saw a
church someday established in the
Hispanic quarter of Detroit. We see
the vision being fulfilled before our
very eyes¡ and we praise God for

His Perfect Work." (The place
where the services are now being
held is at 25th Street ând West

Vernor.)
Fasting and prayer services are
held on Saturday mornings at Mex
ican town. The ìast Saturday Morning of each month, the group
(Continued on Page 11)
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EDITORJN.CIIIEf

Àlthory
l162

J. S.o¡.ro

While much of tbe world combines the annual observance of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ with a mixture of springtime pagan traditions, there are
many, including ourseìves, who have been bìessed with the more perfect understanding that Christ's Passion [i.e., His suffering] is something which should be
remembered regularly, usually on the first day of the week, as we gather to
worship.

n¡rt!¡ Âv..

Hislll.rd P¡rl, NJ

089Ûl

ASEIS'TANT EDIîOB
Leon.rd A. Lov.lvo
8485 Scire¡d€r
M¡¡ch€st€r. Ml 48158
CONSULTÂNîS
Nephi DêMer.ùr¡o

The brief moments we spend in partaking of the Lord's Supper in our church services should indeed be sacred, a time to be especially reverent and introspective.

P€ter A. Scol.rõ
OFF¡CT] MANÂOEE
CÂthy Gotf¡l€

When we allow ourselves to think about the great plan of God' of His incredible
love for us as manifested in sending His Only Begotten Son to earth to die for
our sins, and when we reflect upon the innocent blood of Jesus Christ that was
spilled for our sakes on Calvary, are we not filled with sorrow and remorse at
Iiis suffering? When we think oi how Cbrist became sin for us, that through His
grace we might stand spotless before the throne of God, do we not feel the
gratitude and joy of a soul redeemed from the wages of sin?

GMB/t ED¡T0I|
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is essential that each one of us who is baptized and eligible to participate in
this Communion have a clear, personal understanding of its significairce. If we
do not fully understand, or if we understand but do not make a conscious effort
to stop and ponder upon these things, partaking of the Lord's Supper can become
nothing more than a habit, merely a ritual that we perform once each week. As
with everything else that Cbrist taught, it is not so much the outward action of
eating the bread and drinking the wine that matters, but rather it is the intent
of the heart-the spirit in which it is done-that determines the effect it will have
upon our souls.
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While we do not (indeed, cannot) judge the intent of the heart by what we see
with ou¡ eyes, we can safely say that the saint who realizes the personaì
significance of the Lord's Supper, whether he partakes or not, will to some extent reflect that understanding in his behavior during its observance. The way
we conduct ourselves-and how we teach our children to behave, espeaially ùtr'
íng Communion- can alfecL not only our own ability, but also the ability of the
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brõthers and sisters around us, to concentrate and be blessed in this holy ordinance.
Certainly we must make allowances for some díst¡actions-a crying baby, for
exampìe-but we expect more from children and adults who are capable of sitting quietly for a few minutes.
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Anything that we do often enough, creatures of habit that we are, can become
pe"fo"mance after a period of time. As we have dedicated our lives to the
.
"ðte of the Lord, we war against the flesh to keep our daily prayers fresh and
servicJ
meaningful, our weekly services varied and inspired, and our inner lamps
trimmeã and bu¡ning. As much as these things are a challenge to us, let us always
make sure, as *u pa.take spiritually of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ, that
we are truly doing it in remembrance of Him, as He commanded.
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need to learn and remember Psalms
145:18 & 19. Then you can remind
yourseìf that God is always near
and will save you. He can bring you

The

Children's
Corner
By Jan Steinrock

God's W'ord, the Sword of the Spirit
Dear

Friends,

themselves and to put good

hearing
about the war that just took place
in the Persian Gulf. We would hear
and think about our soldiers living
where the wind and heat whip up
the sand so that no one could feel
comfortable. We learned that in the
desert nobody wastes any water.
And we thought about and prayed
for the people who were lonely over
there.
When someone is far, far away
from anyone that loves them, they
have to be careful. They have to be
careful to take good care of
These days we were all

thoughts and things in their minds
and lives.
Have you ever been far away
from home and desperately wished
someone who cared for you was
right there? In the book of Psalms,
chapter 145, verses 18 and 19, King

David tells us that "The Lord is
nigh [near] unto all them that call
upon him; to all that call upon him
in truth. He will fulfill the desire of
them that fear him. He also will
hear their cry and will save them."
You are never alone, ever. God
can see you, find you, and hear you
no matter where you may be. You

FORM

mind-

, have successfuìly put this
verse of God's word in my heart:

Bible, Book of Mormon (circle one)

Chapter

Verse

-

Signed by my Sunday School Teacher/MBA Teacher/Presiding Elder

-

Please send my Power

Date
'Words prize
to:

smart kid's name

Some verses will be longer or
harder than others. It's only fair
that if a Sunday Schooì teacher of
very young children can teach the
children to state a chapter, verse,
and message, they deser-ve a prize,
too. But the children must be able
to memorize these verses and say
them out loud.
I know you can do it. When I
visit many branches I hear children
reciting ìong poems and songs.
Most of us know the Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag, for exampìe,
don't we? Lots of you older kids
also hear and know the latest "rap"
songs, so let's see how fast you can
learn tlese, and let me know. And
remember, no one's too old, no
one's too young. Mail to:

Sister Jan/The Children's Corner
The Church of Jesus Christ

street address

city

through any bad troubles.
Anothe¡ beautiful, short little
verse that talks of God's love for us
is in John 3:16. "Fo¡ God so loved
the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him shouìd not perish,
but have everlasting ìife."
This month the Print House and
I are starting a new project. Each
month from now until Christmas I
will give you a choice of two verses
to memorize. These are comfort
verses. These are power verses.
'When
you put them in your mind
and heart you will be able to fight
the bad times when the old devil
tries to make you worried o¡ afraid.
You will be putting on part of the
armor of God; the word of God is
the sword of the Spirit.
As soon as you memorize your
verses, you must say them out loud
for your Sunday School teacher,
your MBA teacher, or youl congregation. Then fill out a form like
the one at left and mail it to me at
the Print House, telling me what
verse you now know. I will send
you a "surprise" to celebrate each
good thought you've put into your

state

Print House
8282 Boettner Rd.
zip

P.O. Box 30
Bridgewater, MI 48115
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Branch and Mission News
Baptism in Frcehold, NJ
BE CarL Huttenberger

many times that the world will
know who we are by the love we
show one for anothe¡. As the people of God, we deserve no recogni
tion, but God deserves all the glorY
and praise. In doing the latter daY
work with the Seed of Joseph, we
have been blessed with an increasing number of them visiting. Our
branch is usually filled to capacity
every Sunday. To sum it all uP, in a
meeting recently, a brother heard
the voice of God saying, "I am
here, and I've heard your prayers,
and I am the same God yesterdaY,
today, and forever."

Our unique little branch in
Freehold, NJ has experienced the
windows of heaven opening up in
our midst recently. We are so
grateful to our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has extended His arm of mercY
to us, realizing our unworthiness
before His hoìy presence.
On December 16, 1990, Martin
Nunez was baptized by Bro. Joseph
Perri. He was confirmed by Bro.
Jim Crudup. A vision was had during the confirmation in which a
door was seen and behind the door
was a bright light seeping through
around the edges. Then the door
burst open and the light filled the
room. Our brother, having received

Bg Katky Vinsük

the light of the Holy Ghost,
testified of his conviction and faith
in God and his desire to serve Him
all the days of his life.
For the past several weeks, God
has been speaking to us much
through the gifts that manifest
themselves each time we meet,
Several dreams, visions, and
tongues have occurred; there are
too many to mention here. God is
showing us that He loves us and
r¡/ants to pour out His power and
grace upon not only us in Freehold,
but throughout the entire Church.
During the anointings that occurred
this Sunday, a vision was had in
which a waterfall came out of
heaven, and as each one was
anointed, a streâm broke off and
went into each individual. Praise
God! He hears us and He knows
our needs; He is a God who
responds to and answers prayer.
Our mixed congregation and
bilingual preaching and singing (our
songs are sung in Ðnglish and
Spanish-often at the same time)
has attracted many visitors and
f¡iends. Even families of the saints
have come to see. Many visitors
have stated that in this world of
racial prejudice and conflict, they
have never seen such unity among
the black, white, and red races like
they have seen in The Church of
Jesus Christ. We are reminded

We all felt a peaceful sPirit
recently in the North Jackson, Ohio
Mission. Bro. Richard Santiìli spoke
on John 14, "Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me.
"In my father's house are manY
mansions: if it were not so, I would
have told you. I go to prepare a
nìace for vou."
' Bro. Éichard spoke on the conditions of the world, and related it
spiritually to our lives being a conslant battle. We must be ready and
prepared for battle at all times,
because the evil one will try to sift
us as wheat.
If we keep faithful and endure
to the end, there is a mansion and a
crown awaiting us. There will be no
more pain, trials, troubles, or sorrow. How beautifi¡l God is to give
us this place to dwell in forever!
Bro. Richard spoke also on his
retirement, that it wou.ld give him
more time to do things for God.
Bro. Frank Giovannone followed, speaking on the prophets of
old and the joys and blessings that
lie ahead of us. Bro. Frank st¿ted
that we should all have a vision of
things to come, and how it is easier
for a camel to go through the eYe
of a needle than for a rich man to
go to heaven.
We should go to God in praYer

North Jackson, OH

1991

for all things, and God wilì bless us.
This mansion of glory comes to
us by faith and endurance. One day
there wilì be peace throughout the
land.

Many testímonies were offered,
and the spirit of God flowed from
vessel to vessel. It was a glorious
day to share with our brothers and
sisters.

Blessing in Hopelawn, NJ
During the past few months,
the Hopelawn, NJ Branch has been
experiencing many blessings. \{e
wouTtl likè to ßláiii this eitra
special blessing with you.
In early September, Brother
Tom and Sister Linda Banyacski
transferred to our branch. Shortly
thereafter, Sis. Linda testified that
her heart was very heavy, and she
wished that she had the spiritual
strength to uplift our branch.
However, because the weight of her
burden was great, she found it very
difficult to be an uplift to the
branch. But God knows what we
need before we even ask.
That same morning, the sermon
revolved around God performing
the impossible. Genesis 17:16-19
was read, where Sarah learned at
the age of 90 thât she was going to
bear a son. That afternoon as Sis.
Linda was testiffing, Bro. Leonard
Benyola thought to himself that she
shouìd be anointed, but he wanted
the desire to come from her. After
we ended our testimony service, he
placed a chair for an anointing,
even though no one had requested
prayer in their testimony. The congregation sang Pass Me Not, during
which Sis. Linda, prompted by the
Spirit, arose and sat in the chair to
be anointed.
A few weeks later she testified
that she and Bro. Tom were going
to have a child! To say that we all
reioiced in this news wouìd be an
uriderstatement. As she testified,
many in the congtegation gasped in
surprise, and immediately knew
that the Lord had truly intervened.
After seven ye¿rrs, our brother and
sister have been blessed with the
desire of their hearts.
(Continued on Page 8)
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HOPELAWN continued
Several brothers and sisters
testified of how they had been
prompted to fast and pray for our
brother and sister regarding this
matter. Sister Grace Kepics related
a dream that she had several
months prior to Bro. Tom and Sis.
Linda's transfer. She saw a young
woman sitting in the Hopelawn
Branch, and Sis. Ethel Banyacski
(Bro. Tom's mother) was sitting
alongside her, holding a beautiful
baby. Only after learning of the expected child did Sis. Grace realize
whose baby she had dreamed about.
We thank God for blessing ow
dear brother and sister. We know
that through prayer, all things are
possible.

Baplism at Wanen, OH
BE

Lorie Ciont'oclvi-Prolwp

On Sunday, January 13, the
Warren, Ohio Branch had the
privilege of having Bro. Russ and
Sis. Lena Martorana visit with us
from Niles, OH, We began our service by singing f I Could, Please
Thee, Lord,, TodnE. Little did. we
knov¡ how this song would be
tulfilled.
Bro. Russ opened our service on
the fact that pleasing God is
something we must do every day;
that it's a schooling that goes on
forever by reading, studying, and
praying. He then read from Mosiah
18 and spoke on the times of King
Noah, when Alma and the Chu¡ch
were not able to worship openly.
He spoke of how Alma would
preach, to all who would listen,
about repentance and redemption
and faith on the Lord.
If we are willing to mou¡n with
those that mourn, and comfort
those in need, and are willing to be
witnesses to God at all times and be
numbered with those in the first
resu¡rection-then what do we have
against being baptized? If we ente¡
into a covenant with God, He will
bless us more abundantly, Never be
satisfied with our degree of conviction; aìways strive for a greater
closeness with God.
Following the hymn Whu Not

Him Now?, Bro. Jerry
Giovannone spoke, saying that this
is what ou¡ Church is all aboutbaptism and being sons and
daughters of God. In Alma's days
they had to hide when they served
Accøpt

it is so easy for us
to serve Him. Bro. Jerry told us of
a dream he had the night before, of
someone in our b¡anch asking for
their baptism and how everyone
cried. He said that God is calling;
we need to be submissive. Such a
blessing was being felt; our cups
were being filled.
Bro. Bob Ciarrochi then got up
God, but today

and read Isaiah 53, concerning the
sufferings of Christ. He went on to
tell us of the preachings of Philip to
the eunuch in the desert, and how
the eunuch was blessed by the
teachings and asked, "What doth
hinder me to be baptized?" as he
saw the waters in the middle of the
desert. Philip's answer was, "If
thou beìievest with all thine hea¡t,
thou mayest."
The Spirit of God was so

strongly felt in our midst. Bro. Bob
continued to tell us we need to
believe, to be humble and submissive all the days of our lives to
have eternaì life. Not keeping the
promise we made at the water's
edge only leads to eternal death.

The feelings we have on the day of
our baptism make all the difference
ín the world between God's Church
and the Churches of the world.
"We must repent and come to

Christ."

The evidence of God's Spirit
was truly in our midst, and carried
through to the testimonies that
were offered. Then Dan Prokup got
up and expressed his wishes to be
baptized. What a blessing! Truly an
answer to the preaching and
Spirit's prompting we felt
throughout the morning.
We dismissed our service and
went to the waters of regeneration,
where Bro. Dan was baptized by
Bro. Jerry Giovannone. We retu¡ned to ou¡ branch and reopened
the service. Bro. Dan was confirmed by his father-inJaw, Bro.
Bob Ciarrochi. Sacrament was
passed, and we brought our
meeting to a close. Our cups had
been filled, even to overllowing.
Our opening hymn had taken place;
we had pleased the Lord today.

lmpedal, PA
Bg Eaa Moure
On September 30, 1990, we
were honored to have Bro. Ike and
Sis. Bonnie Smith visiting from

Whiteriver, AZ. Two of their sons,
Brothers Brian and Brent, were
also visiting with their families
from the Monongahela, PA Branch.
At the beginning of the service,
Presdena Cheney came forth with
them and sàng Won't It Be
Sunetluht4 to See Isra¿I Smilc?
Presdena's grandmother, Sis. Anita
Hopkins, was one of the first
Apache Indians to be conve¡ted in
San Carlos. Presdena's mother, Sis.
Joyce Cheney, was baptized in 1984
in San Carlos. Presdena (or
"Dena," as she is called) had a
strong desire to come and live with
Jean and Jim Moore for at least a
year. She is attending West
Allegheny High School. Although
they're called the "West Allegheny
Indians," she is the only Indian in
the school. The school has received
her with open arms,
Bro. Ike introduced the service
by telling us that the work in
Whiteriver is progressing rapidly.
He told of his experiences in his
service to God. Bro. Brian followed,
encouraging the young to follow
Jesus and dedicate their lives to
God as he also did.
'We
went to the waters of baptism and Jim Moore immersed Dena
in the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost. Dena exclaimed that she never felt so clean
as she did when she came forth out
of the water. As Bro. Ike laid his
hands on Sis. Dena's head, he spoke
in the gift of tongues. The interpretation came forth, "I proclaim a
blessing on you."
On October 7, 1990, our Sunday
evening meeting was opened by
Bro. Jim Huttenberger from Dallas,
TX. He brought fo¡th a beautiful
sermon with the question, "If we
were accused of being a follower of
Jesus, would a jury find us guilty?"
Bro. Frank Rogolino followed and
brought forth some of his experiences in His service to God.
Dana Buffington had been struggling with the Spirit of God and
finally asked for her baptism. Her
father, Dan Buffington, took her in-
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to the waters and baptized her. She
cried out, "I made it! I made it!"
Bro. Frank Rogolino confirmed
our new sister and we all made a
large circle and welcomed her as a
new member of The Church of
Jesus Christ. She testified that she
wants to help the young people. We
sang He Changed, Mg Life Compl,eteLg. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
On October 14, 1990, Bro. Rusty Heaps was visiting from
Anaheim, CA. Brothers David Nolfi
and Bob Buffington, and Sis.
Dorothy Gilbert sang Vessels of
Gokl,. Ow Brother Rusty expounded
on what it means to be a vessel of
gold. He told us of his many travels
among the branches, missions, and
saints of the Church throughout the
United States. He warned us of the
evils that exist in the world. He
told us of his expectations of the
future work for the Church, and he
asked us to pray for his wife, Barbara, because they hope to go to
England to preach the Restored
Gospel there. \te really enjoy and
are grateful to God for the many
visitors who've attended our branch
in Imperial.

Baptisms in New
Brunswick, NJ
On November 4, 1990, the
brothers and sisters of the New
Brunswick, New Jersey Branch met
at the sho¡es of the Raritan Bay
with other brothers and sisters
from New Jersey to witness the
baptism of three new sisters.
Sister Monique Reed was baptized by Bro. Tom Banyacski and
later confirmed by Bro. Wilbert
McNeil. Bro. Jim Sgro baptized
Sister Inez Bennett; Bro. Tom
Banyacski confirmed her, Sister
Rosalie Young was also baptized by
Bro. Jim Sgro, and was later confirmed by Bro. Sam Sgro.
One week later, on November
11, we made another trip to Perth
Amboy to see Bro. Jim Sgro baptize our young new Sister Amy
Biagi. She was later confirmed at
the New Brunswick Branch by Bro.
Frank Mazzeo. We rejoice ín the
addition of our four new sisters,
and request your prayers on their
behalf.

Baptism at Detro¡t
Branch 1
Jill Deanna Chambers, who had
requested her baptism at the 1990
GMBA Campout, was baptized on
August 28, 1990 by her uncle, Bro.
John St¡accia. Bro. Louis Vitto confirmed he¡ in the Church. Sis. Jill is
a member of Detroit Branch 1 in
Roseviìle, MI.

Blessings at Detroit
lnner Gity
BE

Karm Monrinclli

On Sunday, November 18, 1990,
the members and friends of the
Detroit Inner City Branch made
their way down to the Detroit River
to witness another soul join the ar-

my of the Lord.
At the water's edge we sang
Amaa'ing Crrane, and. Bro. Tony
Gerace offered prayer. Jim Bork
was led into the waters of baptism
and baptized by Bro. Ga.ry Champine. Back at church, Bro. Jim was
confirmed by Bro. Eugene
Amormino.
Several months earlier, Bro.
Jim's wife, Sister Deborah, was
baptized. Before and since that
time, our brother had been seeking
the truth about the Restored
Gospel. He knew he wanted to
change his life, but he just wasn't
sure if this was the church for him.
After attending the meetings
for many months and learning more
about the Bible and Book of Mormon, and witnessing the power of
God through prayer, he became
convinced that this was Cbrist's
Church, and this is whe¡e he should
be baptized.
But Bro. Jim had one very
strong desire before his baptism,
and that was for the Lord to confirm whether or not he was doing
the right thing by getting baptized
into The Church of Jesus Christ.
He told the Lord about his
desire for a confirmation. Though
he knew that Bro. Gary Champine
would not be there the Sunday of
his baptism (due to another commitment), he asked the Lord, that if
this was indeed the right thing, to
let Bro. Gary baptize him. The next
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morning, to his great joy, he saw
Bro. Gary at church, dressed in
white overalls, ready to bring him
to the wâters. Bro. Jim knew
without a doubt that God had given
him his heart's desire.
We are very thankful that God
calìed Bro. Jim into His Church,
and our prayer is that God will continue to inspire him, and enable him
to do the Great Work of the Lord.
Amen.

Visitors at Modeslo
817

Val,eri.e Dulisse

It was a great pleasure to
have Brother Paul and Sister
Thressa Carr with us in the
Modesto, CA Branch on February
24, L991. For the past eight years,
Bro. Paul and his wife were working on their "mission to bring the
word of Jesus Christ to the dying
souls of men." Before they had left
Africa, where they worked as missionaries among the people of
Nigeria, Bro. Paul asked God for inspiration so that he might speak to
the branches here in Ame¡ica and
bring an appropriate message. The
Lord placed upon his heart the
words written in Ephesians 4:12-13.
Our brother spoke to us on the subject that the Apostle Paul had expounded to the saints in Ephesus
many years ago.
"For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of
Christ: Till we all come in the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ."
Bro. Paul explained that this is the
way in which we will move the
hand of God: tbrough unification
among ourselves. We are living in
the day that the Gospel has
foretold. "When we've accomplished
fulness of unity in Christ, we can
go forward and take the Gospel
throughout the world. We should
have the determination in our
hearts to be bhat band of people
which will bring forth the fulness of
Christ's Gospel."
Bro. Paul exhorted us, as
(Continued on Page 10)
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MODESTO conlinued
saints, to lay aside ou¡ troubles and
problems before we enter the
church building so we can concenrate on praising and worshipping
God. He reminded us that Satan's
only tool is the wedge which he attempts to drive between us, thereby
separating husband and wife, or
brother and sister.
"But speaking the truth in
love," we must let others know that
we love God. Bro. Paul related an
experience of having met a man at
a hoteì who was curious to hear an
explanation of the Gospel and learn
of The Church of Jesus Christ.
Brother Paul met with this man to
explain, and the man went away
filled with the Gospel and rejoicing.
If we build on a solid foundation, he
advised us, the Lo¡d will use us to
reach others. The love of Christ is

felt and brings souls to the Church.

What a beautiful commission it is to
bring souls to the knowledge and
peace which belief on the Lord's
name affords us!
We must be united in aìì things;
if there are sick among us, it is our
obligation to pray for one another.
We must fellowship together more,
and be supportive. We want to go
forth unified as God's little band. If
we a¡e bound together, nothing can
divide us or put unsurpassable
obstacles in our path. We were
urged by Brother Paul to not procrastinate or shun giving our
testimony to anyone who asks about
our Church. The many blessings,
miracles, and experiences are occurring still, and Christ should come
first in all things. Brother Paul felt
to remind us that we should
meditate and wait upon the Lord
when we wish to communicate with
Him, rather than mumbling a few
words and jumping into bed at
night. If we are impressed upon to
call a brother or a sister, don't
wait. Stop what we are doing and
carry out the directives of God, so
that we might bring them a blessing. It might be just what they
need at the moment, to get through
a difficult time in their life.
Brother Carr led a discussio¡r
and fielded questions regarding the
missionary work being carried out
in Africa. Several members asked
pertinent questions in order to

receive a better understanding of
the undertakings in Nigeria

particularly.
There are 62 branches and a
minimum of 25 missions in Nigeria.
The ministers go from door to door
in the vilìages, preaching the
Gospel. Nigeria has 110 milìion people who are very receptive to conversation about the Gospel. There
are 8 church districts in Nigeria
alone, and anywhere from 5,000 to
6,000 baptized members there.
There are also 400-600 members in
Ghana. (The uncertainty of the
statistics is due to the complications
of processing paperwork in remote,
isolated areas.)
Bro. Paul asked us to pray for
the registration of the Church in
Kenya, because there are hundreds
of souls right now who are waiting
to be baptized there. Both B¡other
and Sister Carr pleaded for our
prayers on behalf of the missionaries, explaining how these
prayers are greatly needed.
Sister Thressa Carr told in her
testimony an experience of meeting
a small, malnourished child who
came to them with shaking legs.
She gave him protein-rich foods to
eat and prayed that the Lord would
heal him. Within three days, this
child was up and running around,
playing with the other children. No
one could believe that this was the
same child who came to them a few
short days earlier. Our sister
sincerely praised God for His
goodness in their lives, fo¡ the
courage and comfort and strength
He has imparted to them at times
of discouragement. We could certainly empathize with their struggles and hardships there, and we
prav the Lord will bless them.
We were very blessed by
Brother And Sister Carr's visit here
in Modesto. We wish them the best
in their continued endeavors, and
our daily prayers will be with all
those who ìabor in all parts of the
Lord's vineyard.

EDISONconlinued...
it abideth alone." Other brothers
followed, and we broke for lunch.
Apostle Paul Benyola opened our
afternoon service, speaking on days
past and stressing the importance
of building bridges for those who
wilì be following us. We concluded with a season of testimony
and the observance of the Lord's
Supper.

Our special weekend was a time
to reflect on the past, and focus on
our duties to help build memories
for future generations. With God's
help, we expect the richest blessings still to come.

MIRACLES conlinued

lay there on the bed, he felt he was
dying. He pleaded with the Lord
not to let him die. Praise God, he
didn't.
These are just some of the
many different events that have
taken place during the course of
our brother's life.
Wh,en we'ue bem th,ere
ten thoußand, Aedrs,
Bri,ght shini/ng as the sun,
We'ae no Less daEs
to sin¡¡ Gotïs pruise
Than when we'le fi,rst begun.
Sis. Iva

THANKS cont¡nued
There is a mansion prepared for
her by the hand of the Lord.
She has been presented with a
glistening robe of purest white, and
is wearing a shining crown filled
with the many stars of her good
works here on earth.
Her joy is so great, how can we
be sad? Ever¡'thing is now fulfilled
and complete lor Momma; she is
not dead, she is at home with the

Lord.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Morle, Jerry & Tammy
8615 Pine Ct.
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
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MESSAGE continusd
travels to the Inner City Branch to
unite in fasting and prayer for the
spiritual well'are of the Church.
Door-Lo-door campaigns in the 25th

and Vernor vicinity have been conducled, and more scriptural studies
are being taught. Of course singlng
hymns and teaching in the Spa;isf
ìanguage are ongoing aetivjties.
CONTINUING 10 REA.CH PEOPLÐ

The goal of the Inner City
ßranch to reach all people continues. and the abiìity to reach people from many nationalities, countries, and tongues is never more apparent thân in the center and nearcenter âreas of the city, where
many people of diverse backgrounds
are living. The original desirè to
maintain contact ¿nd participate in
projects with Indian centers is being pursued; and some new projects
have also been included. Other
branches in the district have joined
in these endeavors.
. Meanwhile, there is great rejoicrng when each new soui comes into
the Cospel of Christ. The original
goals and intentions are still the
same. An exempiary evangelist,
Brother Milantoni had st¿ied, for
that first meeting in l9?Z when
Brother Gerace (who is still laboring at the Inner City Branch) and
he were just startjng the undertaking, that there we¡e three things
to emphasize. They were: to
describe The Church of Jesus
Christ, to poúray our love for all
peopìe, and to proclaim our desire
to have all peopJe come to Christ.
He also explained that the
testimonies of the brothers and
sisters would offer hope to all those
who would attend and would be in
need of Ch¡ist in their lives. These
things are still true todav.
As one who was fort-unate
enough to have been a Dart of the
Inner City Branch in rhe past, the
author is greatly encouraged and
edified, along with the reat of the
Church, with the increases at this
branch and its new satellite loca,ion. May the Lord continue to
bìess the efforts there and around
the Church as we all seek Lo spread
The Glorious Gospeì of Our Lortl
and Savior, Jesus Ch¡ist.

African Trip
Evangelists Joseph Ross, Paul
Carr, and Joseph Perri returned
February 14 from a five-week trip
to Nigeria. They had left on
January 10, and visited 32 of the
Church's 62 b¡anches and stations
there. They heard about blessings
and healings which had been received, and they experienced many
'
while there. God has been and is
manifesting His works in many
u.¡ays.

In the last six months, 150 new
members have been added to the
fold, and three new missions have
been established, as never-ending
desires to spread the Gospel continue to be put into action. Interestingly. eiders travel by moborcycìe to service many missions.
Great continuous efforts are being
extended in this way.
THREE DISTRICTS ORGANIZED

The visiting brothers orEanized
Lhree new districts, bringing the

totaì in Nigeria to eight. The
establishment of districts in Nigeria
had been approved by the pareñt
church. The brothers attended the
monthly elders' meetings at the
church center, and they spoke at
three District Conference Sunday
mectings. They also conducted ses-
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for his healing, and the brothers
and sisters throughout the Church
for their prayers on his behalf.
His wife, Sister Rachaeì. oassed
away last September. She was in
her late eighties. Brother Carr, who
was the residenL missionary in

Nigeria for approximately seven

years, attended her funeral. It was
a fitting tribute to a wonderful
sister who had spent many years in
service for her people, as weìl as
for The Church of Jesus Christ. She
had also inspired the start of the
IMA Clinic.
Brothers Ross and Perri last

visited Africa together in late 1989.
Brother Carr retu¡ned to the
United States from his last tour in
Nigeria in March, 1990.
The Lord accompanied them on
the trip, as was evidenced by a vision given to Sister Carmella
D'Amico of Rochester, New York,
who saw two personages traveling
with the three brothers on their
journey. God's protection was borne
out $'hen the front part of their
airplane was struck by lightning as
it took off on one of the legs of
their return trip. Miracuìousìy,
despite the deafening, bone-chiìlìng,
shattering reverberations in the
plane, no damage was done, and
everyone was spared.

sions with the eight Dìstrict

Presidents.

Their itinerary included visits to
the Church's secondary school and
to the International Medical
Assistance Clinic. Many advancements have been made at both
places. The school, although under
the government, is in the Church,s
care as proprietors. The IMA Clinic
has expanded, and surgeries are
now being performed there.
PRESIDENT IN NIGI]RIA

The president of The Church of
Jesus Christ in Nigeria is

Evangelist E. A. U. Arthur, who is
also paramount ruler over five
million Nigerian people. The Lord
has granted him a long life, and he
is now reportedly 108 years old. He
was recently healed from a very
serious affliction and is extremely
active again todav. He thanked God

An Elçerience
While at work one day last
summer, I was sitting at my desk
and heard my co-workers talking
about the crisis in the Persian Gulf.
I.became quite concerned, thinking
about the sons and daughters of tñe
many brothers and sisters in the
Church.

As I was sitting there praying
for God to protect them, I heard ã
voice saying, "I've taken care of
My people in the past, and I'll take
care of them now." I was verv comforted bv these worrìsSis. Lisa Rogolino
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The funeral was officiated by Brothers Frank
Rosoìino and Norman Campitelle
-She
leaves to mourn her husband, George H.
Saunders, four sons and three daughters, 14 grandchildren, and two great grandchildren, as weìl as a
host of friends and numerous relatives.

Children Blessed
Erin Capone was blessed by her grandH. Õapone, on December 17' 1989 at
Bro.
Peter
father,
Detroit Branch 1 in RoseviÌle, MI.
Scott George Monaghan was blessed in the Lake
Worth, FloridfBranch on October 21, 1990 by Bro.
Chuck Maddox.
Mosel Thompson, Jr. was blessed on October 21,
1990 by Bro. George Kovacic at the Miami, Florida
Samantha

NANCY ENSANA
Sister Nancv Azzinaro Ensana of the Lake Worth,
Florida Branch passed on to her eternal reward on October 20, 1990. She was born June 15, 1901 in l?n
Demetrio. Corona, Italy, and was baptized into The
Church of Jesus Chrisi on November 23' 1930 by Bro'
Salvatore Valenti in Brooklyn, NY' She was ordained a

Mission.

Brother Mark Naro of the Lorain, Ohio Branch

blessed his new daughter, Brianna Caitlin, on January

20,' 1991.
Robert Alan Cross, Jr. was blessed in The Church
of Jesus Christ on January 27 , l99l by Bro. John Ali
of the Glassnort. PA Branch.
Amanda Maria Zaccagniní was blessed by her uncle, Bro. Kerry Carìini, at Detroit Branch 1 on
Februarv 3. 1991.
LeisÏ Ánn Palacios was blessed in Lorain, Ohio on
Februaiv 3, 1991 bv her uncìe, Bro. FIip Paìacios.
Carläs Âbisuee Rojas was blessed by his uncìe, Bro.
Matthew Picciuto, at the Riverbank, CA Mission.

in 1936 by Bro. Bill Mazzeo at the Bronx,
NY Branch.
The funeral was conducted by Brothers Eugene
Pe¡ri and Chuck Maddox.
Ou¡ sister is survived by two daughters, Sisters.
Marie McGuire and Josephiie Jasmin of Lake Vy'orth,
Florida: one son, Bro. Jõhn Azzinaro of Simi Valley,
Caìifornìa; and two stepdaughters, Sis. Mamie . Funkhousôr of Levittown, PA and Sis. Betty D'Orazio
of Edison, NJ. AIso l8 grandchiìdren, 28 great grandchildren, 5 step grandchildren, and 4 step great
deaconess

OBITUARIES
We

"ørandchildren.
Sister Nancy served

the Lord faithfuìly for many
vears. never múrmuring or complaining, always with a
iraoov face. Sis. Nancy was known for her very strong
¡alnàä¡ale. She loved'the Lord and left a great

wish to eÍpress our WmpaLhA to those th'o't
o[ loued' ows. Mag God' blpss and

n'Lour'ïL oaer th,e toÁs

cornfort you.

heritage to her family-the Gospel of Jesus Christ

LOLA B. T. SAUNDERS
Sister Lola Saunders passed away on July 23,
1990. She was a faithful sister and wiìl be greatly
missed. She was baptized into the Church in 1961 by
Bro. Patsy Rogolino.

------l

Name
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LOUISE M. MICALE

I
I
I
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I
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I
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On December 19, 1990, our dear Sister Louise was
taken home. She was born on July 2, 1915 in New,
Íork Citv, and was baptized in New Brunswick, NJ'
She latei moved to Ft. Pierce, Florida.
Funeral services were officiated by Bro' Norman
Camoitelle. along with Brothers Nick Pietrangelo,
f"anÏ Roeolino,.-und Joe Graziosi. Bro. Sam Costarella
sanø two õf Sis. Louise's favorite hymns.
3is. Louise is survived by a stepson, Roger Micale
of Denver. Colorado, and a itepdaughter, Joan Repaui
of Edison. New Jersev. Sister Louise was truìy a
*ìn¿e"fui sister and was loved by all who came in con'
tact with her. She will be greatly missed by the Ft'
Pierce, Florìda Branch. She was an inspiration and a
blessing to all of us'
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lVhglt asked to write this piece,
decided that an ar_
rangement of ten minds was better
Bg Dauid, Loua.luo
qualified to explain the life of a
Tomorrow is the start of a
youth in the Chu¡ch than mv one.
is urging, pushing, and picking us
b¡and new day. With each new day
Off I wenton a trek to survey the
up when we faìl short. We shõdd
lpmgs a,nlw opportunity to se¡ve
thoughts of a compact Eroun ôf
all be aware that all thinss work
dre_ r ¡oro. ¡jach opportunitv has
aspiring individuali. Sin-ce t'he
a
together for good, to their that love
deJlnlte purpose which jn iurn con_
Church was unable to fund this ex_
God, to them who are calìed accord_
t¿ins a brilliant and remarkable
cr:rsion, I travelìed by phone across
ing to His pu¡pose.
meaning. I find this enlightenment
the countryside in search of
My intention with this article is
rncredibþ_mind-consumiñg. Why?
spiritual "pups.', My foremost ob_
to perhaps shed some light on being
rt
does
not
consume
was to expose the desires,
my
young
a
Jecuve
person,
_1-".:1"y T
or should I sav
mrnd,
lt does not penet¡ate my
needs, and expectations of our fresh
spiritually "green," in The Chürch
heart, which, when affected, ailows
converts.
of Jesus Christ. There is no quesrne-tove of God to consume nry
After winning my sources over
tion of the importance of accôpting
soul.
by telling them that ihey would be
To.know that each day is a new
quo.te.d
,oegrnntng
{91 a worldwide newsletter,
surely makes the road to
each individual was overwhelmingly
Jesus Christ a much more workabìe
eager. to participate. After tallyingpathway to follow. I have been a
don't tluink that
countless thoughts, feelings, añd "
member o-f the Chu¡ch for a vear
sprrltual tastes, I challenged all who
we a,re Tlecessa,rílu inxand.a half, a¡d each day brirþs yet
were lnvolved to give their response
nxune to angthing in
another fascinating batile in t-"heto one question:
race for eternal salvation. Becoming
the world, Aut we haae
What is it like to be a young
a.member of The Chu¡ch of Jesus
person, spiritually and natüally; in
the
aduantage
of
AringChrist is definitely the best decision
the Church?
ing all our problenxs to
I have .eyer had the opportunity
My first stop was Tamna.
to
make. lt secures for us at least a
the Lord,."
Flo¡ida, where the b¡otherÀ ánd
chawe of living, forever, with the
sisters at the Tampa Branch had
Creator of Evervthinc.
the privilege of welcomine Bro.
a young peison in the
Scott Griffith into tbe Ch-u¡ch.
^. Beingcert¿inly
Uhurchis a challenging
When asked about his feelings of
Christ and arousing ou¡ spiritual
lask. We fare constant spiritial
Derng a young person in the
selses. Speaking for mysõlf, my
qlgns and- lows that
can cause the
Church, Scort ieplied, ,.I feel it,s an
mlnd presses on to search for and
ioru Do rejotce, or cause it to cry.
honor that God has called me to be
espy my purpose in the Church. A
What makes this journev worth the
a member of the Chu¡ch. As far as
const¿nt quest for knowledge,
everyday controntations is that we
berng a young person in the
wsdom, and capturing the mind of
know the Lord is celebrating with
Church, I don't think that we are
C.hrist will unravel my part in God,s
r.ls when we overcome, and that
plan.
He
(Contlnuod on page 2)
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SPEAK OUT contlnued
necessarilv immune to anYthing in
the worldl but we have the advantage of bringing all our problems to
ttrã lord. Itrs ã great relief to know
thât we can do something that
wonderful. I would recommend ac-

cepting,Christ to anyone.,It
definitelv is a creat help to us'
Mv iext stãP was the hill and
vallev"staæ (geographically speakinsi är pen"à-vtvãniã. Here I found
thË'Aliouippa Branch and its saints
electrified-ôver the addition of
Sister Kathv Waldron. When asked
to share hei insight on being Part
ãi the vouth of tie Church she said,
"lt is ihe best thing I havelikeever
this'
found. To find something
and
love
much
so
is
there
where
evervone reaches for the same
*niriiual eoals is overwhelming' The
l-iord has-opened mY eYes to His
Gospel and has enabled me to grasP
rt.
I uncovered Yet another Young
soul-in Þennsvlvänia by the name of
Itriark Palmieri. As humble as they
come. Mark searched his mind and
then said in Plain terms, "Being a
uouns persoñ in the Church is an
iIlooitå* resPonsibilitY, but one I
siáâlv ucc"pt.'rhe young people of
i¡i* ötrurcli are highlY exPosed
to the temptations of the worìd
ifttà"sh th" PeoPle that we meet' I
think"that itis impo¡tant for us to
foi the world, ìets"t an
"*amPle
[now tbere is a better
tins oeoPle
'ot
what is known to
than
lite
*ui
itt"lo. tf *" would fail to show the
world the love that God has given
u",-ii,"n *" as Young PeoPle would
noî be comPlete in our service to
God."
""*bagerlY, I went to Ohio where
vouils man who struggled
""otitei
iãi p.ötoneãa Period with his ac-

"

"If

we would' fuil to
show ihe world" th,e loae
that God' hos g'iaen tts,
. lt)ou\¿I not
tlrcn we
be campLete'ín ow ser'
aice to God."

,

ceDtånce of Jesus Christ was anxi,oislv wiìlins to verbally respond'
Bro.-Ron Giõvannone joYfullY exãtaimed.'l "As a Young Person in the

feel võry Privileged that
felt I was worthy to be
Lord
the
into His GosPel. Since then I
"rit"a
have found much Peace and joY in
knowine that the Lord is there to
gui¿" tñ" as I grow sPirituallY and
naturallv."

òhurch

Off io Georcia. The Pathway set
before me led s[raight to Sister
Kim Jones, Ecstatic at being Part
ãf God's family, Kim uninhibitedlY
sul¿. "l teet tñe Church has been by*u åiA" ttttouelt all the pressures of
iifä, securittg ñry trust in the Lord
and faith in His Gospel. It is an exto be a part of
rrii""utinn experience
-The
Church of Jesus
the voutñ of
Ch¡""t. I at.o feel fortunate that I
was chosen bY God to be able to

sorea.d this bõautiful Gospel. Since
bãins câlled into the Church as a
unn r"r Dersorr, I have been able to
åonoüei more efficientlY the temPtatións we face dailY, which has
enabled me to achieve higher
soiritual goals."
^ In seãrch of Yet another
feminine viewpoint, I traveled east
to New JerseY to obt¿in the
thoushts of Sister Mary BenYola'
'äñlà-n
called upon to share her feelinøs about the vouth of the Church,
Mãrv uttered these words: "Being
a sister in the Chu¡ch is such an
undeserved honor. Knowing that
Gorl wants me to live wíth Him in
His kinsdom forever comPletelY
me at times. It is also
"u""*ttãlms
a ørave burden, though, to know
ihãt it is my responsibility to make
manv other PèoPle aware of this
".,
oreciouä gitt, aird *hat ou¡ Church
Las to ofler. It is verY exciting to
üã u uo,tns member of The Church
ái Jeius Cltrrist-to be involved in
the movement to bring about Zion'
Gorl is bv mv side, and the HolY
Chost is'dirõctins me dailY. The
Church is mY harbor in the l,emnest. Being a member of this
Church is a wónderful advantage to
have as we go through life'"
Back down south to the Lone
Stâr State of Texas in search of mY
soiritual and natural brother, Duane
iovalvo. I found him with the
his innermost
desire to Þresent
^Aft€r
meditating for a
thoushts.
momint, Duane meeklY stated, "Be-

"While millians of
the
Trath, I ho'ae been
gùsen the tremenil,ott's

souls search

for

gifi of th,e Restored

Gospel. I thereþre n'eecl
to take Won mþ thø
Au.rdnn of this
knowledge ond chq: ûxel
the energg of mg gouth
into th.e Wodt of thn

Clrurch."

ins voung in the Church gives me
ttop" for the futwe of the
*""ät
-R.stored'
Gospel. I look forward to
the role that inY wife and I will
olav in the bringing about of Zion
iln[ alonE with this hoPe comes a
creat reúonsibilitv. While millions
ãf souìs sèarch for the Truth' I
have been Eiven the tremendous

cift of the Restored GosPel. I
i¡"refo¡e need to take uþon me tht-

¡oiaen of this knowledge and chanof mY Youtb into the
n"i tit"
"n""gY
Work of the Church."
On mv wav back uP north, I
worked mv wiY through Canada
untiì I reathed the Muncey Reserve'
Here I asked Bro. George
Groesbeck what he felt it was like
being young and in the Church'
Orriet. but not ashamed to exPress
his true feelings, George very
humblv said, 'ilt's great' I love it'
He tcódt blesses me and I try to
iãitöw eriervthine He shows me' It
¡â" cttungeä my-life cornp.letely-'. It
¡àlp. *""to strive to do.His wlì'
gàiore I bec¿me a member of this
Church, I found it hard to express
mv feelines for it. After my conversiðn, though, telling PeoPle about
t}rã bhu""ñ comes ñaturãlly to me.''

Homeward bound, and back on
mv own stomPing grounds, mY-dear
iã"nd Bro. Dän Þarravano couìdn't
wait to share the love of God that
he has felt ove¡come his souì' In a
crateful and exuberant manner'
ban's expressions went as follows:
"In a woìld where I find so little to
make sense or contâin meaning, I
find it a qreat advantage to have
iãt"t¡itË as true as T-he Church of

April,
Jesus Christ. Being young in the
Llhurcì is no easy rask. Àlthough

ny mind reflects back manv tiñtes
to my.life before my conveision, I
pray that I would be more aDpreciative of God's blessings, and
lhat my hands wouìd nevei leave
the plow that God has handed me. I
look forward to my ¡ole in the
Church, and am tliankful that the
Lord has given me this opportunity.
,
$V fear is that I u'ould lôde sigtrt äf
Cod's richest blessings yet to òome,
because lt's easy to be overwhelmed
and to be thrust back into a
ìifestyle that is not compatible with
the lifestyle that Christ'teaches us.
My true desire is to walk and talk
with Christ, and to put into practice
-Flrs

teachings."

"In

a world, where
find so little to malæ
sense or conta,in meani,ng, I find, it a great
øduantage to ho"ae
someth,ing as true as
The Church of Jesus
Chri,st. . . . I tookforward to my role in the
Church, and am
thonkful that the Lord,
has g,iaen me th'i,s
opporturuitg."

I

These young brothers and
siste¡s have all been an inc¡edible
inspiration to me. The Lord is in_
deed with us, and is workins in all
of our lives. The vouth of thi
Church of Jesus Christ is an impor_
tant¡iece-in God's enormous puz_
zie. One of my greatest joys is to
see and hear of the comine in of
new souls.
.Each one of thã young
saints involved in this articlä is
definitely moving beyond the river,s
shore. The most impòrtant thing
that everyone should realize is that
the young people of this Church are
.:ager, able, and willing to do what
ls necessary in bringing about the

Work of the Lord. God-bless these
men.and women, and God bless you
all. Amen.

Note of ThMlß

the Mountain of the Lord and the
Gathering of Israel.
I began to visualize this in my
mind, that I could see the happeriings of that time. It was sucli ã

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We wouid like to express our
heartfelt appreciation for the many
beautiful cards, letters, and phone"
calls from all over the countiy, but
esperiaìly for all of the prayers on
our behalf during Brorhär Bill's ,"_
cent. ho.spitalization. We v/ere very
touched by the love everyone has"
shown toward us. The doctors held
out no hope for Brother Bill's
recovery, but we know that the
Lord was in the matter from the
b-eginning, and this gave us hope.
We feel certain thatGod has hiard
and answered the sincere prayers of
the saints. Brorher Bill has mäde a
great
.improvement. If you put your
trust tn the Lo¡d, He will answer
your prayers.
We are so thankful for The
Church of Jesus Christ, because it
has been our life. We have both
been in the Gospel for more than 50
y_ears (Brother Bill 58 years, Sister
Grace 55 years). How lost we would
be withoJt the grace and mercy of
o¡r Lord as He carries us throügh
the struggìes and tribulations oi
this.life! We are very happy that
we have accepted the Gospel so ear_
ty tn our lives, that we have been
abie to serve Him for manv vears.
We have been blessed with a
number of experiences which give
us great strength to continue. We
should never look backward, but
always ahead in this life.
We wish that we couÌd travel to
ou¡ loved ones and ø,ll the saints,
but we are unable to travel. pleáe
continue to pray for us as vou have
been doing. We miss and love
everybody very much. Cod bless

you alì.

Love in Christ,
Sis. Grace and Bro. Bill LaCommare
Modesto, California

A Vision of Zion
On Sunday, June 24, 1990, we
were having an MBA lesson from II
Nephi 12. Bro, John D'O¡azio was
teaching the lesson, and it concerned the prophecy of Isaiah about

1991

poTequì feeling! I tried to put it
aside, but it kept hauntins me for
two o¡ three days. Finallf I took
pen and paper and began to write
these things down:
I have a vision, I can see Israel
coming home; they are coming
home to Zion.
- I see smiles on their faces
where once they wore a frown.
. Their faces are radiant with the
glory of God, and a voice from the
heavens. says, ,,Come, My children,
come into Zion, where thire is lová,
Joy, and peace. As a mother hen
gathereth he¡ chicks, I am now
gathering you, Israel, Mv first
love."
Whe¡e once there were tea¡s of
sorrow,, they are now replaced with
tears otjoy,. and they exclaim, ,,We
are comlng home, we are coming
home."
Their child¡en a¡e running and
.laughing;
they_are tru.ly happ!, and
they are shouting for jôv. ^'
, The l{rSels are sinþhg with
glory_ ln Zlon, and are welcoming
Is¡ael home. ',Come to the Mouãtain of the Lord, where you can
rest your weary bones. Come to the
Mountain_ of the Lord, where you
shall be sheltered from the coid.
Come to the Mountain of the Lord,
where nothing shall ha¡m nor
destroy."
They come, and thev lav
themselves down at the-feei of the
I ord. They are wea¡J from their
long travels: they have suffered
much. Then the tender loving hand
o-1 the Lord rests upon their brows;
He comforts them, ãnd He blesses
them.

He exclaims, ,,you are home
now, Israel, you have come home to
the Mountain of the Lo¡d, you have
come to Zion, where you shall never
be cast. down again. Welcome home,

Israel."

_

I want to praise

the many

God's name for
1va¡s Hg comforts me,

especially during the present

my ìife.

trial in

Sis. Josie Jasmin
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visitins cont¿cts made bY the
Ladiesi Circle, which is very active
The Ladies' Circle meetings are
held in the Ayalur building' Brother
Dev's wife, Sister Mary, is the
oresident. The sisters are deterinined to tell othe¡s of the Cospel'
The first Missionary Benevolent
Association grouP in India was
orsanized the last time Brother
Caiabrese was there in November,
1989, along with Brother William
Colangelo. It is also in AYalur-.
Manyloung PeoPle are attending,

Growth in India
Cørl J. Framm'rtl:inn,
Bu
- Euan4etist
Ed'itor
The addition of new members
a¡ound The Church of Jesus Christ
has been reported in recent issues'
MisGrowth amónq the APache
-of

i¡" Innõr Citv Detroit, and
"iãnr.
NiEeria has been cited; now, the
safiie kind of uplifting information
has been received from India'
Anostle JosePb Calabrese, who
has båen the coordinator from the
time the late Evangelist Alvin
Swanson and he went to India to
start the Church in 1981, has
reported continued increase in
numbers there.
The¡e are three major areas
whe¡e the congregations are
located. Thev are in Andhra

Þodesh. unäer Brother David LivinEston; in Tamil Nadu, under
lii"*t"i a. Devanandam (Dev); and
in Karnatka, under Brother V'
n"tt". C"owih has been achieved in
all three reEions.
There aie nine villages under
Brother Livingston's jwisdiction'
itruv ut" Sinfrdopleir, Bokkinalla'
Nallamadu, Koyarajumundry'
Gonalapuram, Jakulakunta'
ðãiru*id".. MedinavariPolem, and
Rama--nujaPuram. There are 560
memberä,ind theY are served bY
(Brothõrs Livingston and
l*o
"t¿"".
Yohan), eight teachers, and four
rìeaconesses.

There were 26 baPtisms this
Dast vear. and manY õther PeoPIe
åiã iiterested in coining into the
Gosóel. Residents from new villages
a."ãiso i"quiri"g about the Church'
The elders strive to instruct potenl.ial members, so that theY can
become fullY acquainted with the

faith and doctrine. Knowledge
about the truth must be given to
of course.
them,
'
Iirother Livingston, who is also
a medical doctor, wrote recentlY,
iiihe hosoital work, the IMA work
in the villäges for medical service,
Itr"leorosv-*ork, and, above all,
the Cùurcl work, are all keePing.
*ã uuty t u"y; and so, I am-sPendinE a lot of time in Prayer Ïor mY
spliritual strength and PhYsicaJ
health.
'---''I

huu" conducted the officers'
meetinE at RamanujaPuram on the
ãoih of-December, i990. lve had a
time with the fullness of
"in¡ous
t-¡". S"i"it of God. lVe studied Ether
6th Chapter to Ether 16th ChaPter
and also I NePhi lst ChaPter'
"The officers of Andhra
Pradesh are enjoYing to learn the
l.uttrs about the ãuihenticity of the
Book of Mormon."
Brother Livingston also mention;d the distribùtion of the bed
sheets for the flood victims.
g"other Calabrese has included picL.u. hu *"t sent of these hard-hit
i-trdividuals in his slide presentation
ãn the Chorch in India, which. he
will show to any branch or mlsslon'
FIVE VILLAGES

The Church of Jesus Christ is
located in five villages, with a
rnãtn¡ãrsttiP of 110, in Tamil Nadu,
where Bro[her Dev and another
elder. Brother Stephen, are serving'
ih" iiu" ptu.". are AYalur, Thot-

tltãti, Cnitunin"uvur, Vattatur,

and

Ambatoor.
--'--fh"

who are ablY assisted
h" th;;; teachers, two deacons, and
füe deaconesses, are constantly at-

t*o,

iàmptlne to sPread the GosPel bY.
pãtJi"ei"t Cirurch literature and

esoecially young menr ìvho are

deiirous of learning about the
Church.

There are currentlY 66 students
in our school at the Church comnound. and there are four different
ãlà.r"ó. el.o, we have a vocational
sewing school with 12 .students and
a child-care nulserv wlth an
averase of 35 to 50 children. The
villaEð landlord, who is very friendìv to"us. stated he wouÌd like to
Ìïave us expand the school to all
grades, and this is being
considered.
-

Brother Dev also addressed th,.
severe weather conditions exnerienced. "Bec¿use of heavy rains
änd storms, there was heavY loss
for our believers' Most of the
hoot". u." damaged, all the PaddY
fields are covered bY water and
."nã. una their cultivations are all
sooilôd. I will give shelter for some
iå our school building."
MADRÀS AND BANGALORE

The cities of Madras and
Banøalore. with a membershiP of
49. ãre under Brother Babu's
iurisdiction. He is the onlY elder
iheìe, assistecl bY one deacon and
two deaconesses. A teacher,
Brother Samuel of Bangalore,
nassed awav suddenlY in earlY
iggo. uu häd been vèry valuable'
Rrother Babu and his wife,
Sister Merlin, have also been very

busv. After work, they visit interËsted peoPle. This effort has
been blesieù with at least l0 more
¡"pti"... Brother Babu serviees the
members in Bangalore once a
month. Brother Dev has also gone

with him severaì times.
The new Ladies' Circle organ(Conlinued on Page 6)
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The appointed days to honor our natural mothers and fathers are still a few weeks
away. But now is as good a time as any for us to reflect on our spiritual mothers
and fathers. We can honor them by seeking to follow their examples, jnasmuch
as they followed the standard set by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
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the Church of Jesus Christ has had many pillars-saints who upheìd the faith and
ìaid the groundwork, both naturally and spiritually, for much of what we in the
Church enjoy today. While each of us has his or her own personal list of brothers
and sisters who touched our lives in significant, Iasting ways, it is safe to say that
they all had certain attributes in common. The things that we remember most
about them, tbe very things that made them stand out as pillars, can-if properly
cultivated-do much to enhance our own spiritual lives, and the growth of the
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As we look at the examples set by our spiritual mothers and fathers, we must
be sure to place the emphasis-as the Lord always taught-on the intents and
desires of their hearts, and not dwell so much on their aclions per se. For exampìe, we often hear stories of how the brothers and sisters of old walked for miles,
in all kinds of weather, to attend church services and to spread the Gospel. We
understand, of course, that the long walks were not what made them pillars, nor
would it make us better saints if we were to walk past the cars in our driveways
just to go to church the way they did. But we must look beyond their actions,
and acknowledge the fact that these people possessed in their hearts an extraordinary desire to serve God, to meet with His people, and to see His Church grow.

tm O.! Drlv.
Âllqulpp¡, PÀ t5001
DISTAICT EDITORS

ATLÀNTIC COAST

l(c!!.tà

LoDb¡r¿o

l0 Aærvbr T.r...
No.rt Pl¡l¡tlcld, NJ 0?0{0
MTCHIGAN-ONTARTO

Lù. Cù.aph.
ll.¡ùhar D?.
Mr. Cl.ú.¡!, M¡ 18016
¡?025

oÈIo
MùL N{o
il¡zõ

Owning an automobile has eliminated the need for most of us to exert the same
physical efforts as the saints of old. But we can still make an effort to "go to church
the way they did," that is, with our hearts filled with that same burning desire
to receive the blessings of God. Occasionally, we do experience something approaching this level of desire, and are likewise blessed for it-for instance, as we
look forward with great anticipation and spiritual preparation to campouts and
other special activities. Perhaps the brothers and sisters whom we remember so
fondly were able to keep this kind of desire alive in their hearts more consistently, and were likewise consistently blessed for it.
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If we wish to honor our spiritual mothers and fathers, we must strive to match
them not so much in outward actions (to do so would be redundant), but rather
in the desires of our hearts. They wouìd have wanted to see us building above
and beyond the foundations that they wo¡ked so hard to lay down for us. Each
of us must gro\¡/ strong enough to stand as pilìars ourselves, for one day it will
be our job to take their places-perhaps sooner than we think-as the Lord calls
each one home to His eternal rest.
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The Power of Prayer
Dear Friends,
These days there are many

times when you are watching television and you will see the "bad
guys" win. There are times when
you will see bad things made to
ìook good, and sinful things that
hurt others looking like they are
fine to do. Followers of Christ like
you and me must be careful and
smart. We must think things
through and ask ourselves if we're
being tricked or truly following
Christ's way of safety and joy,
The way to tell if something is
true is to ¡ead the Bible and Book
of Mormon and see what Jesus told
us to do. One of His most important sayings was, "Do unto others
as you would have them do unto
you." This means when you are
angry at someone who hurt you and
you want to hurt them back, or say
hurtful things about them, you
don't. Instead, you remember that
Christ teaches us to show them a
better way-His way of kindness
and forgiveness. You show your
enemies that Christ has given you
the power to be kind, and to return
good for evil.
Jesus' disciple taught us, "God
has not given us the spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and a
sound mind."
This reminds us too, that it is
God's Spirit within us that gives us
the power to return good for evil.
The Apostle Paul told us in Romans
72:19-21, "...
tllt is written,
Vengeance is mine; I will repay
saith'the Lord. Therefore if your
enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is
thirsty, give him a dúnk: for in doing so you will heap coals of fire on
his head. Be not overcome of evil,

R P S N

but overcome eviì with good."
God's Spirit within us gives us
power to return good for evil.
That's the Spirit we must search
for and pray for. That is the Spirit
which will let us win. Each time we
return good for evil, we've won for
Jesus ¿¿d we've made ou¡selves
bigger inside.
For something small, we may
be able to say a quick, short prayer
and overcome evil. For a bigger
problem or a person that won't go
away, we'll probably need to pray
many times. Fo¡ te¡rible problems,
we'll need to fast and pray and
sometimes ask others to pray with
us or for us.
And most importantly,
remember that we con overcome
the devil. Our memory verse for
this month is from James Chapter
4, Verse 7: "Submit yourselves to
God. Resist the devil and he will
flee from you. Draw near to God
and he will draw near to you."
Remember, hang on, keep praying, and Jesus will let you win.
Be sure and w¡ite to me at The
Gospel News when you are ready to
tell your teacher or branch these
beautiful words. These are words
for you to put in your heart
forever. These are words that wilì
remind you what to do and how to
fight on so that good wins.

Your Friend,
Siste¡ Jan Steinrock
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MESSAGE continued
jzed in Madras is doing well. Sister
Merlin is the president. As do our
sisters in Ayalur, the ones in
Madras like to visit and pass out

our Chu¡ch literatu¡e. They spend
much time every week in fasting
and prayer. The increase in baptisms in Madras is a direct reflec-

tion of their enthusiasm.
As ìn other parts of the world,
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is being
spread in India by devoted, hardworking brothers and sisters.
B¡other Calabrese reflected, as of
his last reporting period, that there
were 709 members in three states,
and there were now five church
buildings, with one more currently
underway. Since 1981, great strides
have been made in preaching about
Christ, His doctrine, and His
Church. There is much hope for the
future.
Our prayers and support are
greatly needed.

April,

Branch and Mission News
Baptisms in N. Jackson,
OH
On August 26, 1990, Kimberìy
Spencer was baptized by Bro.
Frank Giovannone. He later laid
hands on her for the reception of
the Holy Ghost. We at the North
Jackson, Ohio Mission thank God
for this new convert, and our
prayers are with her that the Lord
wouJd truly bless he¡ in her
endeavors to serve Him.

Lake Worth, FL
How oft shall we gather
together? Thank God for the desire

to gather with His wonderful people
as often as we can, to hear the
messages He inspires.
Bro. Eugene Perri spoke to us
on forgiveness, saying that it takes
a strong person to ask for
forgiveness. He added that unless
we forgive, it is very difficult to
receive forgiveness from God. Also,
our brother spoke about the importance of our testimonies, saying
that through us, others may be introduced to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Bro. Mike Radd asked that we
sing Taste the Gra*s on th¿ Sum-

nrít, and then spoke to us concerning the many pollutions in the
world, even the very air we
breathe. If we want pure air, he
said that we must climb higher.
Jesus shed His blessing upon Peter
so that he could walk on the wât€r,
but our brother reminded us that
Peter was the same one who denied
Jesus. We can sometimes be the
same way.

We all hold each other up, Bro.
Chuck Maddox expìained, like the
man let down safely through the
roof. He said that each of us t¿kes
a turn to hold onto the bed. Also,
we all have a spiritual calling which
we need to stir up and cultivate in
'We
our lives.
have weaknesses that
we need to work on, and, as Bro.
Chuck explained, we have an
Advocate-Jesus Christ.

Bro. Ron Carradi spoke on how
Jesus keeps His promises, and all
will be fulfilled. He asked if we
were willing to keep our promise.
He asked us to conside¡ why we are
gathered together. He said that
Jesus asked it this way: "What
went ye out to see? A reed shaken
in the wind?" Our testimony
meeting this day was filled with ou¡
reasons for being in church. As one
brother stated, "We don't come to
church to be entertained."
One of ou¡ meetings in Octobe¡
was opened by Bro. Jesse Ca.rr,
visiting Lake Worth from
Greensburg, PA with his wife, Sis.
Ruth. Our brothe¡ was excited to
say that the Church has much to offer the world if they would only repent. He said that the Church offers the love of Jesus Christ, Our
brother spoke about the ten virgins,
encouraging us to always have our
lights trimmed, holding on to the
Holy Spirit that we may be an
uplift to all those we meet. He encowaged us, if we have a bad day,
to go to the Lord.
Bro. John D'Orazio, using Titus
Chapter 2, opened a very lively
discussion concerning what is expected of us as saints, despite the
trials that life brings to us. Paul
and those that were with him in the
shipwreck were told that all would
be saved. The analogy in our lives
is that the ship may break apart,
but we'll make it if our eyes are set
on the things of God.
In late 1990, we held an auction
sponsored by the Ladies' Circle. We
brought baked goods, items, and
talents to "sell" to the highest bidders. The bids went higher and
higher as the goods and services
became more and more desirable;
r.ve were all uplifted in a joyful good
time as well. We collected over
$1500.00 that evening.
We would like to share another
blessing in our branch. On January
6" Heather Kemp was added to
God's little band. She was baptized
by Bro. Chuck Maddox and confirmed by Bro. John D'Orazio.
Heather has been visiting and
listening to the Gospel of Truth,
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and has purchased, with her heart,
this great pearl. May God continue
to bless our new addition to the
family.

News from Mlaml, FL
For years \¡/e see them come to
church and attend Sunday School,
and when, as teenagers, they request baptism, we feel such a great
joy in our hearts!
The Miami Branch met on a
Wednesday evening, September 3,
1990, on a beautiful beach, with a
beautiful sunset, to witness two
new sisters come into the Gospel
and follow Christ's example. Sister
Heylen Clairett Bicelis, who came
from Venezuela just seven years
ago, was baptized by Bro. Doug
Obradovich, We were so blessed to
hear her testimony of how she
wants to dedicate he¡ life to the
Gospel. Her prayer is that her
parents will join her, along with her
natural brother and sister, Bro.
Miguel Bicelis and Sis. Helen
Bicelis Catone, in serving the Lord
in The Church of Jesus Christ.
Sist¿r Nichole Kovacic was baptized by her father, Bro. George
Kovacic. We've heard over and ove¡
her requests for prayer, along with
the many beautiful experiences the
Lord has given her. We feel so
comforted knowing that she will
always have God's Spirit with her.
We met at the Swanson's home
for the confirmation service, and it
was wonderfi¡l to see 47 people
come into the home, as many were
visiting from the Hollywood
Branch. As the elders circled our
two new sisters and knelt in prayer,
a sister had a vision of ou¡ six
elders kneeling with another personage standing in the circle with
his hands on our two new sisters'
heads.

Sis. Heylen was confirmed by
Bro. Joseph Catone Jr. Sis. Nichole
was confirmed by her uncle, Bro.
Mark Kovacic. Our two sisters had
personal experiences in knowing
that it was the Lord calling them at
this time'
*,i * +,r + +

(Conlinued on Page 8)
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continued...

Matthew 27:37 -39, "Thou shaìt
Lord thou shalt love
thy neighbor, " the t\¡¡o great
commandments, were brought forth
at the October, 1990 General
Church Conference. Upon returning
home, Bro. Joe Cat¿ne Jr. began to
pray and study concerning this
scripture. He looked up severaì
scriptures about love and a word
kept appearing to him. This word
was GIVE. He was reminded of a
saying his fathe¡-in-law had taught
him: "Love away-The more you
give it âwây, the more you get."
On November 18, Bro. Joe expounded on this scripture and this
lesson. He taught that when loving
another, the completeness comeg
when you transfe¡ that love to the
other person. He said that as God
extended His love to us through His
Son, and how His Son followed the
lead and gave Himself, we shouìd
give of ourselves to each other, He
encouraged us to love, showing God
how much we love Him and those
who sunound us. Bro. Joe ended by
saying, "Do the two gteat commandments."
On January 6, 1991, we were
blessed by God with another inspired preaching service. We
opened by singlng Thn Stan'd,artl of
Libertg, repeating the words,
" dnfmdlng th,e Title with tntc mtn
of tsaLor, the best in th¿ lond." Bro,
Mark Kovacic read from Alma 24,
which tells how the people were
taught to lay down their swords
and bury them. The words of Jesus,
found in III Nephi 12:39, r ere also
quoted, "But I say unt¡ you, that
ye shall not resist evil, but
whosoever shall smite thee on thY
right cheek, turn to him the other
also." As the Anti-Nephilehites
were killed by the Lamanites, more
ioined them and more were conierted to the people of the Lord.
We were encouraged to raise up
the standard.
Bro. Joe Catone Jr. repeated
the words in the song, "Sfrorzgt
sold:iers naedßd, to raise up thn Stond,ørd, . . "Bro. Joe encouraged
us to make our stand, and let God
improve and perfect us while we do
His will. He pointed out that manY
more were added to the people of
God in this scripture. He encouragIove the

ed us to look forward to the day
that the Seed of Joseph also raises

up the Standard, in Zion. He told

us that Zion wouìd be buiìt in harmony, with righteous hands. In
looking to Zion, he told us, let us

continue to remembe¡ to raise up
this St¿ndard daily, in our lives.
Many felt the Spirit of God, and
it continued into the testimonies
that followed, \{e were pleased to
have visiting with us Sis. Marie
Caldwell from Lorain, Ohio, as well
as Sister Phyllis (Dolly) Kovacic and
her husba¡ld George from Erie,
Pennsvlvania. Carol Ritz was also

visitin! from Columbus,

Ohio.

Baptlems, blesslngs ln
Tampa, FL
The saints in Tampa, Florida
have experienced many blessings
and much growth throughout the
latte¡ half of 1990. Three new
brothers were added to the fold!

Brother Martin (Marty) Gonzalez
was baptized on September 26 bY
Bro. John Griffith and confirmed by
Bro. Duane Lowe, Whiìe we !.vere
g'athered at Davis Island to witness

Bro. Marty's baptism, Larry
Heckerd made his wishes known to
become part of the family of God.
Bro. Larry was baptized on October
14 by Bro. Ken Staley and confirmed by Bro. Dennis Moraco. On
November 4, Bro. Scott Griffith
was baptized by his father, Bro.
John G¡iffith. He was confirmed by
Bro. James G. Speck.
Our loc¿l Ladies' Circle sponsored two events in which the entire branch participated. The first
was the collection of food and
money for a needy family at
Thanksgiving, and another at
Christmas. The second event was
caroling at a local health care facili
tv where Sis. Rose Risola does
välunteer work. Our group, including children, presented several
choir selections, after which we
spent some time greeting and talking with patients at the nursing
home.

Several families at the branch
have had open houses, which
afforded the opportunity for us to
socialize with one another. We have
also had the pleasure of hosting

visiting brothers and sisters from
all seven districts of the Church, in
cluding five of the apostles. We
have truly enjoyed aìl the
fellowship, and we look forward to
the coming year with great
anticipation.

Grcwth ln Freehold, NJ
By CarI Huttenbrgar
We have been blessed recently

in Freehold, NJ to see seven men
and women surrender themselves to
Jesus Christ and be baptized,
On November 18, 1990, Angeìa
Reyes was baptized by Bro. Joseph
Perri. Sis. Angela is of the Seed of
Joseph, and at the water's edge, a
brother heard the voice of God say,
"I will set my people free." Sister
Angela had a vision of Jesus the
week prior to her baptism, and
since then, has been given a

beautiful gift of vision which has
brought much joy to our branch.
On December 16, 1990, Bro.
Joseph Perri baptized Martin
Halguien Nunez, A vision was had
in which a great light emanated
from Bro. Perri's hand as he raised
it to invoke the Lord's Authority in
administering the baptism. Later,
during our sacrament service, a vision was seen in which baskets of
wheat were being put through a
millstone, removing the chaff.
When the wheat went through the
grinder, pure liquid gold poured
out, representing our sanctification
through the Blood of Jesus Ch¡ist.
On February 17, 1991, we had
five more baptisms in Freehold.
Juan Murillo, Hilda Halguien
Nunez, Adrian Navarro, Salvatore
Reyes, and, at the water's edge,
Boatin Reid also requested baptism.
Bro. Juan and Sis, Hilda tvere confirmed by Bro. Joe Perri, and
Adrian, Salvatore, and Boatin were
confirmed by Bro. Jim Crudup.
We were so th¿nkful this day to
see five souls give themselves to
God, A sister had a dream prior to
this day ihat there would be five
baptisms, the frfth asking at the
water's edge, a test¿ment to the
truth of God's revelation. Visions of
heavenly glows were seen as each
one was baptized and later confirmed. Also during the bestowal of
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the Holy Ghost, a personage
dressed in white was seen by a
sister, assisting in the confirmations. The manifestations of God's
presence and power in our midst
have been so great that space only
permits a fraction of the experiences to be recounted here.
A little baby only a few weeks
old, Michele Stephanie Murillo, was
afflicted with several tumors in her
chest. We cried out to God in
prayer for a healing, and praise
God, shortly thereafter the tumors
had completely disappeared; Michele
was healed.

While Bro. Martin was standing
between two cars, jump-starting
one of them, his little nephew
climbed into the car that was running and accidentally slipped the
transmission into drive. The car
lurched forward, pinning Bro. Martin's legs between the two cars.
Miraculously, B¡o. Martin late¡
walked away without a scratch or a
bruise. As our brother was testify'
ing of this miracle, a sister had a
vision of an angel standing beside
him. We are so thankful for God's
protection of His people!
While our branch was fasting
and praying about the conflict in
the Middle East, a sister had a vision of a beautiful golden city. She
saw many people streaming into the
city. As the last one entered and
the gates of the city were sealed,
she saw the ground all around
disintegrate and crumble. God is
trying to sho\ry us that now, more
than ever, we need to be found
"running with the people of God."
We thank our Lord for the
changed hearts, the experiences,
the healings, and the miracles that
have come amongst us with amazing frequency. We a¡e also thanKul
for the great number of the Seed of
Joseph who have come to the
Church, have been baptized, and
are now going about speedily
spreading the Gospel to others. Our
branch is ove¡crowded every Sunday, and for this we thank God as
well.
We are also thankful that God
brought Bro. Joseph Perri, along
with Brothers Joe Ross and Pau.l
Carr, safely back from Africa in
February and healed the afflictions
B¡o. Perri encountered while doing
missionary work there. Most of all

we are thankful for our Great High
Commander, Jesus Christ.

Day of blesslngs ln
Gastonla, NC
By Donna Rossi
Sunday, February 24, 1991 was
a beautiful dav as the brothers and
sisters gatheräd at the Gastonia,
NC Mission. We were to be joined
that day by brothers and sisters of
the Spartanburg, SC Mission. Our
little building was filled almost to
capacity as we came anticipating
the coming events of the daY.
We began the meeting with
singing. We sang God' Moic a Plan,

written by our late Sister Esther
Dyer. We then observed the setting

of the Lord's tabìe, after which Sis.
Mamie Means from Spartanburg
sang Just As I Am. A beautiful
spirit was felt as she sang this
song. Our sister has not been in the
Church fo¡ very ìong, but God has
truly used her and given her a
wonderful voice to praise Him.
Bro. John Genaro opened our
meeting, teaching us about waiting
upon the Lord. He spoke about how
many years God waited (1,260) until
He carried out His perfect plan.
Then he went on to admonish us
from II Nephi 29, concerning "A
Bible-We have a Bible." Bro. John
elaborated on how Joseph Smith
was given the mission to reveal and
translate the Book of Mormon.
Bro. Darrell Rossi followed Bro.
John, reading from the 12th
chapter of Alma. These scriPtures
wam us not to harden ou¡ hearts.
We were further reminded that our
words and works will either condemn us or liberate us.
We felt a beautiful spirit in
testimonies and song as the
brothers and sisters stood, one

right after the other, to tell of their
experiences of how the Lord has
blessed them, Many focused on
their ca'llings into the Chu¡ch, and
how the Lord had led them uP to
that point in their lives.
Brother F. Hall, newly baPtized
at the Spartanbu¡g Mission, stood
and told of how he was led to the

Lord. The testimonies were then
followed by the priesthood laying
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hands on those who stood in need
of natural and spiritual healings,
after which Communion was served.
We closed by singing Mg Sùu.l's

Full of Glory, Everyone in attendance that day truìy felt the bìessings of God. May God continue to
bless our missions as well ás our entire Church, as we all st¡ive to
serve Him every day of our lives.

Baptlsms and v¡sltors
at Qulncy, FL
The Quincy, Florida Mission rejoiced greatly on Sunday, October
27, 7990, as we prepa¡ed to take
two of our young people, Alphonso
Hopkins Jr. and LaQuanda Darshawn Bright, to the waters of baptism. They were baptized by Bro.
Cleveland Baldwin. Bro. Charleston
Hester confirmed LaQuanda Bright
and Alphonso Hopkins Jr. was confirmed by Bro. Cleveland Baldwin.
Bro. Cha¡leston spoke from
Mosiah 18:9, "Yea, and are willing
to mourn with those that stand in
need of comfort, and to st¿nd as
witnesses of God at all times and in
all things, and in all places that ye
may be in, even until death, that ye
may be redeemed of God, and be
numbered with those of the first
resurrection, that ye may have eternal life .
" Bro. Charleston,
stressing the importance of being a
servant of God, shared much
wisdom, understanding, and
knowledge that can help us improve
our relationship with the Lord. Our
brother stat¿d that we should be
willing to apply these teachings in
our daily activities. We were
assu¡ed that if we would seek the
Lord with all of our heart, He
would hear and answer our prayers.
Bro. Cleveland explained that
through understanding and time,
we move forward and make progress. In order fo¡ us to get closer
to God, we have to rid ourselves of
the weights that hold us back, and
strive to walk in the path of
righteousness each day, as we need
Jesus in every aspect of life. He
told us to take Christ every place
we go.
In December, Brother Harold

(Conl¡nued on Pago 10)
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OUINCY conlinued

Littlejohn of Spartanburg, SC
delivered a powerful message which
required total concent¡ation on
one's self. The message, entitled,
"Checking on Me," was taken from
James L:22 &,23, "But be ye doers
of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving your own selves. For if
any be a hearer of the word, and
not a doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a
glass." Bro. Harold's message was
this: In order for us to be doers of
the word, we must allow the Lord
to work with us, hearing God's
word and allowing it to activate
within our hearts and souls. We
should not be forgetful hea¡ers of
the word, because this will not
allow the word to work within us.
Our minds shouìd be on the things
of God, worshipping God in Spirit
and in Truth.
Another scripture was t¿ken
from Alma 5:11-26, concerning a
mighty change within one's heart.
The word of God allows you to see
yourself. When Jesus comes into a
heart, it will cea¡e from wandering

astray, possessing instead a hope
that is steadfast and sure.
B¡o. Cha¡leston Hester spoke
on the scripture from Revelation
3:14, which concerns being cold,
hot, or lukewarm for the Lord. Our
brother brought forth that we cannot straddle the fence in our service
to God. We were told not to be content with where we are in the
Church, but to strive to do better,
as this is the time to get our lives
in order for God. He told us we
cannot afford to curve on the
straight and narro'.v path, but we
must keep the pathway straight.
We thank God for the many

in Guatemala was again involved in
many activities in an effort to share
our love and to bring joy into the
lives of some of the people in
Guatemala, especiaìly the children.
Food baskets were prepared
and delivered to the homes of our
brothers and siste¡s. The baskets
were overflowing with rice, beans,
sugar, coffee, oil, cookies, candy,
various fruits, and other items. We
shared a wonderful blessing as we
visìted each home. The brothers and
sisters are always appreciative of
our efforts on their behaìf.
Our Christmas Nativity program was again a huge success,
with 35 of our children participating. Many visitors attended.
A fellowship gathering and
refreshments followed the program.
A special party was held for the
children of The Church of Jesus
Christ. In attendance were 42 happy children, and a special gift was
presented to each of them. What a

joy to see their ¡adiant faces!
During the week prior to
Christmas, we visited orphanages
and the pediatric ward of a
hospital. Toys, other gifts, and candy were given to all the children.
At the hospital we visited every
child's bed. Many mothers cried at
the special moment. We knew that
their tears were not because the
child was receiving a gift, but
rather because of the love that was
being shown them, Ou¡ deacons
gave invitations to the parents at

the hospital to attend our church
services.

Many of our brothers and
sisters participated in these activities. We had a work party at
church to prepare hundreds of bags
of candy. They also helped with
presenting the toys at the orphanages and hospital. This was a
unique experìence for them, as they
had the opportunity to give to
others. It was truly a great blessing
for all.

We also distributed toys to
children in the very poor areas of
the zone in which our church is
Iocated. Overalì we gave out more
than a thousand toys, The
American Society of Guatemala
made a donation to help purchase
toys for the children.
We were very pleased with all
the events of the Christmàs season.
The memories of the smiling faces
of the children and their joy and
laughter linger on. We were
especially happy to bring a little
happiness into the lives of the orphaned children, who can no longer
experience the warmth of a
parent's arms, as well as the sick
child¡en in the hospital, who are
confined and cannot run and play
like other children. Our hearts go
out to these children especiaìly.
There was a trmendous feeling
of unity among the brothers and
sisters as we shared this great
expenence.

iw *{
l.'.'ìt

visitors whose presence and
fellowship we er¡'oy from time to
time. It is our continued prayer
that God will bless each of us to
raise our individual leveì of
righteousness, for we all desire a
closer walk with Him.

Chdstmas in Guatemala
Bg Rose Ciotti Andnrson
During the past Christmas
season, The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ

.
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Guatemalan children pose with lheir Chrlslmas gllls.
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Weddtings
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CASSIDY-CHAMPINE

Mr. Christopher Cassidy and Miss Lori Champine
were united in holy matrimony at Detroit B¡anch #1 on
18, 1990.
August
-The
bride's father, Bro. Gary Champine, performed
the ceremonv. He was assist€d by Bro. Sam DiFalco.
Music¿l seleõtions were offered by Bro' Steve, Bro.
Larry, and Sis. Rosanne Champine, accompanied by
Bro. Eugene Amormino.
The iewìyweds are residing in St' Clair Shores,
Michigan.

Jeffrev Nathan Frendo was blessed on March 3,
bv Bro. Louis Vitto at the Sterling Heights, MI
Brancli. His Darents are Yvonne and the late Jeffrey
Frendo. deceased before the birth of the baby. He is
the crandson of Bro. Carmel and Sis. Lillian Frendo
ön March 3, 1991, Bro. Frank Altomare blessed
Nathan Alexander Barnett, son of M¿urice and Doris
Barnett, at the Lorain, Ohio Branch.
1991

:

OBITUARIES
We utish to eryess ou:r Wmpo,thy to th'ose. that
yLourn oaer th'e toss of Ined ones. May God' bl¿ss aruJ

cumfurt gou.

MARILYN COLLINS

NOLFI-HINSEN
Jason Noìfi and Carrie Hansen we¡e united in ma¡-

on February 16, 1991.
riage
-Bro.
David N;lfi, the groom's father, performed
the ceremony, with a prayer offered by Bro' Àìma

Nolfi, the groom's gtandfather.
Iriay the t ord bless this couple in their life
together.

Children Blessed
AÌvssa Janae Reiner was blessed on December 23,
1990. Ëv her uncle, Bro. Mark Kovacic, at the Miami,
FL Éraïch of The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ' Her parents
¡"r"" Chandler Reiner and Sister Kathy (Warden)
Reiner.
Joseph Miguel Rangel was blessed by B¡o. f'l^-Mavher än Feõruarv 17, 1991, at the Cleveland, OH
Brãnch. He is the sôn of Bro. Rey and Sis. Robin

*"

Sister Marilvn Collins of the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch passed from this life on February 8,
1991,

The funeral was conducted by Bro. Richard
Scaølione. with Bro. Robert Nicklow Sr. assisting'
iister Marilvn was the granddaughter of the late
Bro. William H. and Sister Sadie B. Cadman. Surviving
are Sis. Marilvn's mother, Sis. Sara Vancik, three sons,
Cu*. William, and Jason, tlvo daughters, Sis Chris
Nicklow and Cindy Joseph, four sistærs, and four

"c¡andchildren.
Oo" p"uy". is that God wiìl bless and comfort our
sister's family.

CAMPOUT INFORMATION

..

The following rate scheduìe will apply:
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(per
3 Der room
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Address Change

.
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f19

ù4u
$40
$40
$25
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$1?0

$155
$125

anyone plans on staying off camp, ìut would.like
ãi".u-p^, the fee foi mõals is $16/day, regardless
to
"ul manY meals are eaten.
of how
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"The

.War

Is Not Ended!"

BE Daúd. Nolfi

On January 16, 1991, the President of the United States of
America, George Bush, with a ma)rity vote from the Congress,
made the decision to enter into war
against lraq. The USA joined with
muìtinational forces in an all-out
battle to drive Iraq out of Kuwait.
Six weeks into the war, the Allied
Forces succeeded in their objective
to oust lraq.
The war has had a very
patriotic effect upon our nation.
Flags waving from cars, trucks,
housetops, porches, and front yards;
buttons, banners, and ribbons are
dispìayed on lapels, sweaters,
purses, pole tops, street corners,
buildings, and walls. Thn Sto,r
Spongled, Banner has acquired new

a shortlived humbling effect on this
nation.
Every day, the news media had
more and more to report until the
cease-fire was decla¡ed and the
troops began to ietu¡n home. Notwithstanding the fact that the
media hype focused everyone's attention on the war against Iraq,
there is very little being announced,
printed, published, editorialized, or
broadcast regarding th,e war thnt
roges in our hurnnlnnd. There is no
detaiìed coverage, no press conferences, no day-to-day status
reports, no military general formulating a plan of attack, and no
cease-fire. This war is not being
fought with attack jets or guided
missiles or stealth bombers or laser

fame.

guidance.

Along with the spirit of
patriotism, there was a calì to
prayer throughout the nation. The
'pray for peace' slogan appeared on
banners, billboards, leaflets, and
marquees of filling stations,
markets, restaurants, dry cleaners;
anywhere and everywhere, 'pray
for peace' could be seen. The
American public was awakened to
he need for God's help by this
declaration of war. The President
appointed February 3 as a national
day of prayer to further help the
war effort. The war in Iraq has had

There is little resistance to the
continued onslaught of the enemy.
This enemy utiìizes the most
siriister cunning, waging war on
many fronts. This war has yet to be
fully declared, yet there have been
thousands upon thousands of
casualties. Where is the war being
fought? Who are the combatants?
Who is winning? Who is losing?
The enemy attacks began in
earnest approximately thirty years
ago, partly as a result of the
rebellion of the 1960's. It was a
decade in which many people were

c¿used to chanç their values and
their way of thinking. Whiìe the
need for change existed in some

areas, many good values were abandoned as well as the bad ones,
simply because they were old
fashioned. As the 1970's c¿me, so
came a decade of permissiveness, a

time of un¡estrained human will
free to indulge in any pleasure. The
following decade, the 1980's,
brought this free huma.n spirit even
further out into the open. Self
became number one; it was the
"me" generation; no pleasure
shouìd be refused nor restricted.
Out of tbis seìf-indulgent
generation grew the philosophy to
freely pursue any pleasure; there
was no shame, no guilt, no lnhibition, no right, no wrong. As this
carefree, unrestricted attitude
broadened, so did the attack of the
enemy,

(Continued on Page 3)

Conference Dates
Changed
The October, 1991 General
Chwch Conference, originally
scheduled for Octobe¡ l0-L3, has
been rescheduled for Thursday,
October 3 through Sunday, October 6. The Thursday session
will begin at 2:00 p.m.
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Greetings

in Clwßt

By Mark Rond,y

"Be Plo¡¡ant." Take care that
the face which looks out from your
mirror in the morning is a pleasant
one. You may not see it again all
day, but others will-and it will attract or repel.
You may be more bright than
your competitor; but if he smiles
and you frown, he will find open
doors where you find them closed.
A smile is a natural relaxer for
the one who does it and the one
who sees it; a friend-maker, a
source of health, comfort, and happiness in everybody.
Many may be the winners by
the very simple manner of being
kind, cheerfully serving others willingly. I would like to point to one
which some may have overlooked:
Joseph Bologna, formerly from the
great state of Michigan, but now of
Modesto, California.
Joseph was baptized in 1930 in
Detroit, Michigan Branch 2. He was
ordained into the priesthood in July
1933; a truìy faithful assistant to
Joseph Dulisse, who presided at
that time. Bro. Bologna was 28
years old, making him the youngest
minister in Detroit at that time.
Branch 2 has had a dramatic
history of cheerfulness, service, and
smiling faces. It still is an outstanding place to visit to this day. There
is a missionary spirit in that brancb

of the Church.
Brother Bologna started holding
meetings in Inkster, Michigan. He
went to Lansing, Michigan and held
meetings there, and still later, he
held meetings in Chicago, Illinois.
The spirit of evangelism carried him
to the Muncey and Grand River In-

dian Reservations in Ontario,
Canada. We could not underestimate this quiet but daring
minister of God. Joseph remained
single until March 25, 1949. He
married Lena Dulisse, a widow with
two boys, Peter and James, whom
he raised as his own.
Brother Joe Bologna has been a
blessing to us in Modesto. As a missionary, he has made several trips

to San Jose, California and
Portland, Oregon. He also served
for a time as our presiding elder.
He and Síster Lena have been consistent in their service to us. Lena
has been our financial secretary for
many years.
What prompted me to write
about them is that they have a
cheerful attitude, a willingness to
serve. One hardly ever hears them
compìain, though of late they have
suffered much. Lena has been
hospitalized in nursing homes much,
and now Bro. Joseph is ill after
surgery.
Lena in a nursing home and
Joseph alone at home; though he
has daily visits he needs some companionship by him. Their cheerful
attitude is way above average.
They need our pÌayers. It would
be nice if some of you readers could
send them a love note. Their address is 2013 Plaunt Dr., Modesto,

cA

95350.

When I was baptized on April
22, 1933, Lena was the recording
secretary. Though most may not
know, she did all the typing for
both Branch 1 and the General
Church as long as T. S, Furnier
was General Church Secretary.
Lena has served as a deaconess
and financial secretary ever since
1959, the year they arrived in
California. They have taken their
challenges with a smile. They have
visited the afflicted and helped
them as part of their duty. Lena
says that suffering is part of our
life; we will be rewarded if we
endure,

How could we better that? To
those of you who suffer, learn to
smile a little more. Doctors say it
takes 14 muscles to smile and 79 to
frown.
Sing it! Oþ wuit, mnek\g, anÅ,
nnlnur not." "Men are, that they
might have joy" (II Nephi 2:25).
"Sorrowfui, vet always rejoic-

ing" (II Corinthians 6:10).
"Rejoice evermorel' (I Thessalo
nians 5:16).
"Rejoice with joy unspeakable"

(I Peter

1:8).

Persons such as Brother Joseph

and Sister Lena Bologna help us
renew our values and hope in

Paradise. "I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me" (II Corinthians
12:9), 1{hen I fírst ¡ead this, in my
youth, I thought it strange; but as I
have gotten old and have shared
somewhat in these infirmities, I
now "rejoice evermore."
Let us be pìeasant, and let it be
known, as our life is hidden in

Christ.
We live not of ourselves; Christ
lives in us, and we in Christ.
Smile, and those around you
will smile with you.
Grace be unto you,
Mark Randy

Ohio District
Conference
By Mark Naro
The brothers, sisters, and
friends of the Ohio District came
together at the Youngstown, Ohio
Branch on Sunday, March 3, 1991.
The opening comments were, "Be
concerned about your children,"
and how much more evident can the
Lord's concern for us as His
children be, than to reveal the
presence of the three Nephites to
our Bro. Mike Nuzzi as the sacrament table was being set?
Bro. Bob Ciarrochi of the Warren Branch opened our service,
commenting on the presence of
these three messengers and their
desi¡e to bring souls to Christ. He
continued by reading from the 55th
Chapter of Isaiah, "Come and buy
and eat without money or price."
He spoke of obedience to God, of
boldness in telling of His glory, and
of making sure we are walking wor
thy to be used by God. He concluded with a word of testimony
regarding his recent illnesses,
through which the Lord has seen
him. Our brother said that he has
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Iearned to count his illnesses as a
blessing, for they drew him closer

to God.
We heard a special selection
sung by Sisters Kathy Natoli and

Cathy Genaro, after which Bro. Jim
Moore, who was visiting from Im-

perial, PA spoke on not ceasing in
our desires when we are faced with
sickness. He st¿ted that we shouìd
show courage and strength, for God
has a plan in store for His people.
He plans to deliver them, and to lift
them up, and to heal them upon
Zion's arrival.
Bro. Al Mayher of Cleveland
spoke on the power of God, and
how we must love the Lord with all
of our heart, soul, and mind. Then
Bro. F¡ank Natoli related the experience of Sis. Teresa Locci who
received a healing from the Lord
when a handkerchief was anointed
by our priesthood and sent to her in
Italy.
Bro. Phil Jackson of Kinsman,
who is currently the Ohio District
President, reminded the congregation to be tolerant of one another.
He exhorted us not to bear any
gnrdges one against the other, and
counseled us to have no division in
our midst. We are accountable unto
God for ou¡ service to Him. Bro.
Phil also admonished us to make
sure that we show the pure love of
God, without fault-fi nding, showing
full love and respect for one
another. We must be sure that we
are taking our sacrament worthily.
After two sisters came forth to
be anointed, Bro. Phil asked four of
our ministers to pass the Lord's
Supper. After communion, the
young people were c¿lled forward
to sing Waae the FLo4s of Zion. Bro.
Paul Palmieri of Aliquippa then
counseled the young people to be
good sons and daughters to their
parents. He spoke on showing love
toward our parents and showing
respect for the Church. He also encouraged the young to become involved in the Church, and live a
good life. Our brother expressed his
confidence in the young people present, that they would do as he had
spoken. He went on to tell them
that they are the Church of tomo¡row, and not to let the thingp of the
world distract them. B¡o. Paul also
spoke to the parents, reminding
them of their responsibility to bring

their children to church.
In closing, Bro. Wa¡'ne Martorana of the Niles Branch complimented the congregation on their
attentiveness and enthusiasm to be
at this conference, and the anxiousness and desire to receive a
blessing that they displayed here
this day. All in all it was a joyous
day, and we thank God that He is a
merciful and beautiful Savior, for it
is His Spirit which preserves us daiIy. I'm sure that all who attended
this day received a portion of His
Spirit to carry them through until
we meet again.

WAR conlinuod

.

,

This war is being waged against
humanity; against the family;
against marriage; against children;
against women, wives, and mothers;
against men, husbands, and fathers;
against freedom, against religion.
Every day, the st¿tistics of this
undeclared war are broadcast on
radio and television, and are
printed in the newspapers.
Although we may gasp when we
hear of anothe¡ rape or murder or
child abuse, we have grown accustomed to hearing and seeing tbe
report of these sad and grim tales
of this war. These vile sins are so
commonplace that the senses of
society have become numb.
The battles are being fought in
classrooms, courtrooms, clinics,
nightcubs, back alleys, bars; in
movie, television, and recording
studios; within families and
churches; an¡where that evil can
triumph over good. The casualties
of this war are the victims of the
evils that grip our nation. They are
the victims of the rapes, the violent
crimes, the divorces, the murders,
the pornography, the spousal abuse,
the substande abuse, the homosexuality, the devil worship, the
suicides, of all the sins that are
f'lourishing around us.
The youth of our nation is
especially under attack. Children
and young adults are being victimized by drugs, alcohol,
premarital sex, teenage pregnancy,
sexually transmitted diseases,
homosexuality, and suicides. This
cancerous plague of sin has in-

creased dramatically over the past

thirty years. The increase was rapid

enough to indicate a problem, yet
gradual enough so as not to ala¡m
the populace. Worst of all, the
youth have succumbed to these evils
because the adults who should be
an example of good are an example

of evil,
.{ call to arms must be
declared. Just as Chief Captain
Moroni-a man twenty-five years of
age, a strong and mighty man of
God, a man of perfect unde¡standing, a man whose life was
such that if all men were like unto
Moroni the very powers of hell
wouìd be shaken-¡aised the title of
liberty, so, likewise, there must be
a title of liberty raised by the servants of God in the midst of this
wicked and perverse generation.
Just as Moroni girded on his armor, we too much be girded with
the armor of righteousness. The
words of Apostle Paul speak to this
generation: "For we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers,
against rulers of the da¡kness of
this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places." The
force of evil is so strong that we
must be endowed with the power of
God as never before.
Moroni rent his garment, úrote
upon it, raised it to be the title of
liberty, and prayed mightily for the
cause of the Christians. In the
midst of this war we must pow out
our whole souls to Almighty God in
prayer that we wouìd be enÇowed
with His power to withstand this
evil onslaught. This is a day of
sackcloth and ashes, a time to fast
and pray that God would deliver the
enemy into ou¡ hands.
What then do we gain with victory? What is the cause for which
we fight? Jesus Christ came into
this world to sacrifice His life for
the salvation of humanity; He resu¡rected triumphant over death. We
sha'll gain the same thing for which
Jesus died, the eouls oI rnen and

women, Our efforts are directed to
the lost of this generation. Every
time we see a human being come
out of the waters of baptism, we
behold the triumph over death
through Christ Jesus. This is the
victory!
(Continued on Page 6)
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Muncey, Ontario, Canada, led by
their resident missionary, Brother
Rodney Dyer, came to join in the
blessings; their songs are as thrill-

ing in their native tongue. They
have many tìmes pierced the hearts
of listeners.
The presence of the Seed of
Joseph from different areas r¡/as
very significant. It typifies the kind
of missionary work that is going on
among them and around the world,
and it underscores the importance
of our laboring for them and for all

"Most Difficult Thing"
By

CarL

J. Frornmol;ino, EaongeList Ed,itor

"The most difficuÌt thing I had
to do when I left the brothers and
sisters in Guatemala the other day
was to part from them." These
were the words of Evangelist Presi.
dent Isa¿c Smith, as he spoke to
the General Quorum of Seventy
Evangelists at the World Conference Center in Greensburg,
Pennsylvania on Thursday, April
18. He reiterated the same st¿tement two days later at the General
Church Conference regarding his
brief visit to that nation.
Evangelists Joseph Perri and
Joseph Ross, who had just recently
returned from a trip to Nigeria
along with Ðvangelist Paul Carr,
said that they felt the same way.
(Bro. Carr was unable to be at Conference because of illness.) Actually,
all missionaries of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ seem to say the same
thing when they return, regardless
of where they have gone and of
how much time they have spent
there. It is so heartbreaking for
them to have to leave!
The reason for this, of course,
is the love that is being exhibited
by those who have come into the
Gospel and who are demonstrating
their gratitude for having the opportunity to pursue their eternaì
salvation. Like the missionaries,
they do not want to say good-bye
eithe¡. The love of God has bonded
them together.
ILLUSTRATION

A good illustration of the
mutual love which develops took
place at the Generaì Church Con-

ference on Saturday afternoon. A
contingent of brothers and sisters
from Tijuana, Mexico (led by
Evangelists Edward Perdue and
Luis Pacheco, who labor there) sang
and testified to the honor and glory
of God. They were so desirous to
meet othe¡ Church members and
express gratitude for their conversion that they raised the necessary
funds themselves so they could
come. A group of Spanish-speaking
members from the Freehold, New

Jersey Branch joined them for
these praises.

Their spirit of joy and their enthusiasm in singing and in testifying thrilled and edified all who were
present. Their beautiful and
spiritually captivating renditions
were like offerings of thankfulness
to God, and the difference in
language was unimportant. Though
they sang in Spanish, the bìessings
were felt by everyone, even those
who know no words in that
Ianguage. The sincerity and depth
of appreciation portrayed in their
faces and in their tears of happiness
matched the inspiration they
presented in their music.
Who would not want to be with
such beautiful people? Who would
not want to labor on their behalf.l
Who wouìd not want to seek all
measu¡es possible to reach such
spiritually hungry and thirsty people in the world? And there are
millions of people just as receptive
as they were and are.
In addition to the contingent of
26 from Tijuana and the group
from Freehold, brothers and sisters
from the Indian Reservation ìn

people.

Romans 10:14-15 came to mind:
"How then shall they call on
him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not
heard? how shall they hear without
a preacher?

"And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written,
How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and
bring glad tidings of good things!"
EF¡'ORTS FOR THE FIELDS

Efforts to maintain preachers
and workers in the fields, and ways
to expand in the future, are constantly being explored in the
Church, They are the focus of the
Missionary Operating Committee. It
is necessary to meet the needs of
those who are doing the actual
work, as they rely on us for sup'
port. They are our representatives
in the field, and are working
tirelessly to bring individuals into
the fold.
The Missionary Foundation
Committee is busy raising funds, in
addition to the General Church freewill giving program, to help speed
along the missionary projects of the
Church. Whatever resources they
raise will be used directly for the
works specified.
During the Generaì Church Conference, these two committees met
extensively with members of the
General Church Finance Committee
to work out an e{ficient, effective
long-term plan of operation. It is
the spirit of cooperation and
brotherly love, which was
remarkably evident in these
meetings, that makes it possible for
(Conlinued on Pags 7)
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In reflecting upon the words and deeds brought forth by Jesus Christ as He took
upon Him flesh and blood, we see a portrait in our minds of unsurpassed beauty,
abounding with goodness, peace, and joy. There was something about Jesus that

attrâcted the souls of men and women from all walks of life. While many
hardened their hearts and rejected the Salvation which He offered, He held the
door open-by all that He said and did -1or eueryon'e to come to Him. Notwithstanding the excuses offered by many, Christ did nothing to place a stumblingìlock
in the path of anyone who truly sought the Lord.
broughtjoy into the lives of sinners. He did not provide them with the means
to continue in their sinful pleasures, but by His profound forgiveness, His boundless
love, and His gentle urging to "go and sin no more," He offered them a better
life. He did not intimidate, condemn, or withold His blessings from those who
recognized their unworthiness before Him, but rather He offered total, unconditional forgiveness, with a promise of eternal life in the presence of God'
Jesus

We in The Church of Jesus Christ have both the ability and the responsibility to
cultivate and exercise the gift and power of the Holy Ghost withìn us in a positive,
fruitful manner that will draw souls to Christ in the same manner that we we¡e
drawn. Ea¿h of us creates an atmosphere atound us, and as we give the Spirit
of God free rein in us, that atmosphere can be one of warmth, acceptance, and
love-one where people desire to be. However, if we neglect to stir up that gift,
if we let our human prejudices, inhibitions, and unforsaken sins crowd out the
Spirit of God, we will exude a cold, judgmental, self-justið¡ing aura-an atmosphere
where people are constantly made to feel inadequate, uncomfortable, and
condemned.

In His encounters with humanity, Christ's behavior was looked upon as unusual
Interestingly, He met with the most resistance not from harlots and robbers, but
rather from the religious leaders of the day-the people who thought they were
the most righteous. lVhile Jesus spoke gentle words of forgiveness and salvation
to the corrupt tâx collectors and adulterers of His day, He reserved His harshgst
vituperations for the scribes and Pharisees, those who were so careful to maintain an outward appearance of righteousness, but whose hearts were hardened
by "invisible" sins to the point thât they faiìed to see good in an¡thing or anyoneincluding the Son of God.

If we,

as members of the Chu¡ch, can improve the atmosphere we create around

us, then let's make an effort to bette¡ ourselves. If we can always be mindful of
the debt of sin that Christ cancelled for our sakes, we won't drag our fellow servants off to prison for the slightest trespass' If we can concentrate on being right
with the Lord ourselves, we won't be preoccupied with the actions of others. If
we are working to rectify the things that are lacking in ourselves, we won't need
to point out to people their own faults or the faults of others. And if we as the
Body of Christ are living our lives so that the Church is everything it's promised
to be, our lives will be fiìled with joy, and we will draw souls to Christ without
saying a word.
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Children's
Corner
BA Jo,nßt Steùnrock

Dear Boys and Girls,
Do you realize that the word of
God, the Bible and the Book of
Mormon, never goes out of style?
No matter how modern or new a
situation is, there are oìd words of
wisdom from God to tell us how to
deal with them.
Recently some people at work
were talking about magic rocksrocks that they believe bring about
good things.
Well, who made these rocks?
God, of course. The beauty and
hardness of rocks were formed by
God's plans to serve many purposes. Diamonds cut glass; coal is
burned; granite and marble are cut

for monuments.
But rocks can't answer prayers
or bring good luck. Rocks can't
hear you, and

little st¿tues made

from rocks or wood or plastic cannot hear you when you call out for
help. God hears you. Jesus answers
your cries. The Bible tells us, "The
Lord preserveth all them that love
him: but all the wicked will he

destroy" (Psalms 146:20).
Then another friend at work
went on a vacation and brought me
a fake little "good luck st¿tue." She
brought other people the same little
statue. Some people made a joke of
it, saying, "I couìd use some good
luck," and kept it. Later some
joked about things working out and
said, "Maybe the little statue
brought me luck."
It's not true. The scriptures
teach us that aìl good things come
from God-¿oó from a little plastic
statue or a cold rock.
I don't believe in fake st¿tues. I
wrapped mine up totally and
dropped it in the trash. I didn't
want anyone else to try to use it or
"worship" it either.

\{e are taught in the Bible the
old wise words in Exodus 20, verse
3: "Thou (you) shalt have no other
gods before me." In Exodus 20,
verses 4 and 5, God teìls Moses,
"Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image or any likeness of
any thing that is in heaven above or
that is in the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth.
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to
them, nor serve them: for I the
Lord your God am a jealous God."

AND
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Sometimes peopìe think money

is the thing to count on, the thing

to trust. They'll work seven days a
week to have more money. They
think if they have more money
they'll lose all their problems. They
think money will buy happiness.
True happiness comes from feeling good inside about yourself. True
happiness comes from loving and
sharing love with each other. Love
comes from God. Love brings

Tapes Available
An extensive library of recordings of general conferences,
campouts, singing, and preaching
services iB available on cassette
tape through the General Chu¡ch
Audio-Visusl Committee. To obtain a complete list, or to order
tåpes, please contact:

happiness.

Serving the one, true God will
bring you safety, love, and true
happiness. Your memory verses for
this month are Psalms 96:4, "For
the Lord is great, and greatly to be
praised; he is to be feared above all
gods," and Exodus 20:3, "Thou
shalt have no other gods before
me."
Write me at the Print House
when your verses are memorized
and you've spoken them to othe¡s.

With care,
Sister Jan
WORD SEARCH

ÐXODUS

GOD
LOVES
US

NOT
STONE

Fred D'Antonio
101 Division Street

Aliquippa, PA 16001

WARconlinued,..
Today, the army of God stands
in need of valiant soìdiers. Those of
you who read this plea, the Lord
hath need of you, to enjoin yourself
to this mighty army, to fight for
the cause of righteousness, to make
the necessary sacrifice to win souls
for Christ. Let the title of liberty
be raised in your life: "In memory
of our God, our religion and
freedom, and our peace, our wives
and our children." We must rally tt
the cause!

OR

God bless you,

PLASTIC

Brother David Nolfi
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MBA Hichlishts
Saline local MBA
By Kim Christoffersm
As we began our new year,
many of us wîre setting ,rä* goals
and looking forward to whatever
God's plan had in store for us.
Many others, the men and women
that were sent ovet to the Middle
East, had their natural lives put on
hold as the United States Government set a path for them which, for
a while, looked very uncertain.
The Saline, Michigan Mission
was directly affected by the
reinstatement of Bro. Larry Carlini
into the Marine Reserves, the
departure of Sis. Jan Oestreicher's
husband Pete, who was sent to
South Carolina to man the Army
Hospital, and the future of Bro.
John Buffa's son, John Jr., currently stationed in Germany, who-due
to the war-didn't know whe¡e he
could end up.
We at the Saline Mission felt it
was our duty not onìy to write lette¡s to our loved ones, but also to
send a message of love to some
who were less fo¡tunate and did not
receive letters from ìoved ones at
home. B¡o. Shannon Wood heard
about a Christian woman who had
started a letter system called

Help Wanted

at Camp
Among the needs we are
faced with at this year's GMBA
Campout is the need for
volunteers to contribute an hou¡
of their time to watching the
young children. As with
everything, the more help we
have, the less work there will be
for everyone to do. Those willing
to volunteer their time to this
project are requested to cont¿ct
the Camp Director, Bro. Ron
Morle, at (401) 461-6924 as soon
as possible. God will bless you for
your efforts.

"Operation Threefold Co¡d." The
name is taken from Ecclesiastes
4:12, "And, if ow prøuui,I aguinst
hirn, two shalt withstand. lvim; o,n¡l
a threefold, curd, ia not qwiclt\y
lyrok¿n." We addressed a small
envelope with the sender's name
and wrote a short note letting the
man or woman know that he or she
was in our prayers. Some included
a braided cord in the colors of red,
white, and blue.
We are all happy that this war
has come to an end, and that the
power of prayer did work. It is
especially comforting to me, as a
new member of The Church of
Jesus Christ, to know that prayer
will always be something that no
one can take from me.

Paclflc Coast Arca MBA
BE Lindn RegnnLds

Our area conference was held
the weekend of March 16 and 17,
1991 at the San Diego, CA Branch.
The brothers and sisters at this
branch are always so hospitable,
and we always enjoy our visits
there.
Area President Bill Gamache
took charge of our business
meeting, stopping occasionally for
us to sing a song. In the evening,
the San Diego Branch served us a
beautiful lasagne dinner, after
which we spent an evening of
musical praises and scripture
reading. In a patriotic theme, the
choir sang three beautiful songs
about the Ame¡ican Indians, our
favorite being Jøsus Is Call;ing
Am,eri*a.
Many of us stayed over for the
Sunday service, and we were
blessed over and over again. Bro.
Bob Womack taught the Sunday
School class and spoke to us about
making Jesus a personal friend.
Bro. John Vela of the Santa Ana,
CA Mission opened the morning
service and held the entire congregation's attention as he relayed
several experiences he had both
before and after joining tfie Church.
In one of his experiences, he
told of how his boss had wanted
him to work on a Sunday. Bro.
John prayed very hard that he

wouldn't have to work that day,
and ìater his boss called to say that
no one could work Sunday because
the machines had broken down. Our
Brother John is a very captivating
speaker with his ready smile and
enthusiasm. We were also privileged to hear from our Brother
Eddie Perdue that day. This
beautiful weekend will be
remembered for a long time.

MESSAGE cont¡nued

.

.

us to unite and successfully incorporate everyone's efforts. While we
might classify these sessions as
"business," the Lord's blessings are
felt by all when His Spirit directs
our efforts to move the Church

forward.
More information v¡ill be
presented in the future. The intention was reaffirmed to keep
everyone informed and updated
about what is being done in the
mission fÏeld, and how it is being
accompìished.
IN THE MEA}ITIME

In the meantime, it is important
to remember that missionary activities are most rewarding. Brother
Perdue started the work in Mexico
when he and his late wife, Sister
Evelyn, moved to Tijuana in 1960.
Since then, many souls have been
converted. The¡e are many people
who will be reacting just as pnthusiastically and gratefully as
those who came to this past April
Conference; they, too, wiìl want to
meet other brothe¡s and sisters in
the Gospel as well. Whatever
sacrifices may be required will be
well worth it. The workers who go
into the fields give the most
precious gift of love that they can,
that is, the time that they have in
this life. Together the numbe¡s can
grow and the blessings multiply.
It is essential that we continue
to work shoulder-to-shoulder until
the end of our days on earth.
Therea.fter, we will no longer part
from each other and have to experience the sadness and difficulty
expressed by Brother Smith. As the
old-time hymn tells us, then "we'ìl
meet to part no mote."
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Branch and Mission News

told us of God's promise to those
who humbly submit to His will.
After his words, we szng Keeping
Stßp.

Bells of heaven rung ln
Roscoe, PA
Bg Not-ma Kmd,aII
Sis. Bertha Bilsky requested
that we sing ßdrng thn Bells of
Heauen in our meeting on March
10, 1991. Truìy, we felt the words
of this hymn were fulfilled here at
the Roscoe, PA Branch that day.
Bro. Donald Kendall, who was baptized some yea¡s ago and had faìlen
away, and who has been attending
all our church meetings, arose in
tears and with a repentant heart
asked fo¡ forgiveness of his sins
and to be restored to fellowship
with Christ and His Church.
The Lord poured down a bìessing upon all who were present,
causing our hearts to overflow and
our eyes to be filled with tears of
joy when ou¡ Bro. Donald made his
request known. Bro. Donald came
forward and took the chair set out
for him, then the priesthood of the
branch knelt while John Kendall offered a prayer to our God thanking
Him for all His blessings and asking
Him to hear the prayers that were
being offered up to Him on behalf
of our brother and ou¡selves.
The ministry then laid hands on
Bro. Donald, and Bro. James Abbott offered a prayer restoring him
back into fellowship. Our meeting
continued with songs and
testimonies to the honor and praise
of our Lord and Savior. We want
you to share in our happiness.
Please remember us in your
prâyers.

Blesslngs ln Rochester, NY
By CørmaLIa D'Amico
On March 3, 1991, Rochester
had a terrible ice storm which
paralyzed all the city. We were
without heat and electricity, and
much damage was done. But thank
God, He watched over us, and we
did not suffer much loss.
God is near to all those calling

upon Him and to all those who call
upon Him in truth.
On March 1?, we were happy to
have Bro. Joe and Sis. Ca¡mela
Genaro, as well as Bro. Ron and
Sis. Catþ Genaro and family to
witness the blessing of their granddaughter and niece, born to Bro.
Bob and Sis, Ruth Batson. As the
child was being blessed, I saw a vision of Jesus blessing the child.
Bro. Ron opened the service
and chose for his text II Chronicles
7:14, "ft my people, which are
caìled by my name, shall humble
themselves and pray and seek my
face and tün from their wicked
ways, then I will hear them from
heaven and

will forgive their sin

and will heal their land."
Jesus overc¿me the world. We
should give our all, because we are
called by His name.
The meeting was opened for

testimony, and many beautifi¡l
testimonies were offered. The Spirit
and blessings of God were felt by
all. It was a beautiful day spent in
the service of God.

Blesslngs abound ln lhe
Carollnas
Bg Donna Rossi
On March 17, 1991, the Spartanburg, SC Mission hosted a combined meeting with the Gastonia,
NC Mission. \{ith rain clouds continually threatening outside, we felt
God's blessings showering us inside
the building. We st¿rted by singing
The Churck Whi.ch Jesn Christ Set
Up. Sis. Flo LaRosa sang God's
Horce, and then we all sang Vessel,s
of Gold, to open the meeting.
B¡o. John Genaro introduced
the meeting with a message about
feet washing. He told us of how
Peter wanted his hands and his
head to be clean fo¡ the Lord's service. B¡other John reminded us to
maintain a willingness and enthusiasm like Peter's. We are to
submit to the will of God and know
that all men are equal. He further

Bro. Jonathan Molinatto followed with quotes from the 13th
Chapter of John's gospel. Telling us
of Christ's role as master as well as
servant, our brother reminded us of
our obligations to one another. He
related to us how, in the Old Testament, King Nabel's wife washed the
feet of David's servants.
Bro. Arthur Searcy, who was
visiting Spantanburg from Edison,
NJ, exho¡ted us to look to the exampìe of Christ in washing the feet
of His disciples.
Brother Joe from Spartanburg
(a newly-baptized member of their
mission), although suffering from
severe abdominal pain which had
kept him awake all night, was
determined not to miss bis first feet
washing service with his wife,
Regina, also a newly-baptized
member. After going to the hospital
early Sunday morning, our Brother
Joe and Sister Regina were still
determined to get to the meeting.
In our meeting, after having
seen the doctor, Brother Joe told us
how the doctor couìd not determine
what was wrong with him. He then
went under the hands of the elders
in prayer. Brother Joe felt some
relief after the prayer. However,
after partaking of communion,
B¡other Joe eagerly rose to his feet
¿nd testified to the glory of God
that upon sipping the wine, he immediately felt all pain leave his
body. We all praised the Lord for
His goodness.
Another experience of God's
goodness was felt that day as Sis.
Vera Jackman of the Gastonia Mission stood to testify. As this daY
had been set aside for us to hold a
combined feet washing meeting
with the two missions, our emotions
ran high. Sister Vera had recently
had knee surgery and was hesitant
about partaking in the ordinance of
feet washing. When she stood on
her feet to testify, she asked the
brothers and sisters to say a little
prayer for her, that when it came
time for her to kneeì, she would be
able to do so.
We enjoyed many blessings as
we washed one another's feet. As
brothers and sisters were reunited

May,
for the closing of the meeting,
Sister Vera stood on her feet once
again to thank the Lord for His
goodness, and to thank the brothers
and sisters for their prayers on her
behalf. She st¿ted that when she
kneeled to wash feet, she feìt no
pain. Praise the Lord! He is so
good to all of us!
After the meeting, we lingered
to partake of some natural food
prepared for us by the sisters of
Spartanburg and Gastonia. A
wonderful time of spiritual blessings
and extended feìlowship was enjoyed by all.
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Spdng brlngs new l¡fe to
Levlltown, PA
By Brion McCreoty
To all our brothers and siste¡s
around the country and around the
world,
Along with the spring and
Easter seasons come reminders of
the new life and regeneration our
God in His grace has so lovingly
bestowed upon aìl of His creation.
We c¿n see the swelling buds on
the pussy willows and the tulips.
We notice a little lamb join the fold
of a local farmer's field. And we
feel the comforting warmth of a
springtime Sunday morning breeze.
So let us praise God for His
renewal in the world as well as in
our lives as we look forwa¡d to that
day when the seeds ou¡ Master has
planted in our hearts become fully
mature fruit and He ¡eturns to find
a bountiful harvest rooted deeply in
His Word.
Jesus said, "Verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again,
be cannot see the kingdom of God"
(John 3:3). "Suffer little children,
and forbid them not, to come unto
me: for of such is the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 19:14). Levittown has been blessed with all
kinds of new births and children in
these past months.
On separate occasions, two
beautiful young girls were blessed
'in the Church. Ou¡ Brother Sam
Dell asked God's blessing on little
Jessica Cogar (daughter of Steve
and Christie), and two-week old
Shannon Radick (daughter of Joe

and Kim). l{e pray God's fullness
on their lives and that these budding souls will bloom in radiant
praise and give glory to God
always.

March was also a time of
spiritual birth. On consecutive Sundays, we saw Janice Galligher and
Garry Camden dedic¿te their lives
unto Cbrist and take the stæp of
faith through baptism. As winter
waned all around us, new life
sprang forth from the water's edge.
Babies in Jesus emerged, fresh
from the life-giving '.vomb of God's
love. All of us rejoice at the addi
tion of a new brother and sister to
our ranks.
I want to share an experience
that took place at the baptism of
Brother Garry. All of us we¡e
standing at the water's edge. Bro.
Nicholas Boruch was there with his
son Joshua on his shou.lders. It was
Joshua's first time seeing a baptism, and Nick wanted his boy to
have a good view. (Joshua is just a
toddler, but it's never too early to
be trained in the ways of God.)
Bro. Sam Dell was performing
the baptism, and Nick pointed out
the elder to his son, who is very
fond of Bro. Sam. As Nick pointed
to the \,vater, he said to Joshua,
"See, Sam." And then, as Bro. Sam
invoked the priesthood authority
and ¡aised his hand to the sky,
Joshua pointed to the water and
said to his father, "God." Praise
the Lord.
Brothers and sisters, ours is an
awesome responsibiìity, Just as a
gardener works the soil and cares
for his crops, and just as a mothe¡
nurtu¡es her newborn, we have the
job of providing the proper nourishment, security, and shelter fo¡
every new-born and budding sottl
that comes unto Jesus. A baby cannot survive on its own, and only a
câctus can live in ¿ desert. Please
pray that Lèvittown properly rears
all the souls under its care, and
that drought of any kind would
never find its way to ow doorstep.
Thank you for your prayers for
the recovery of our Sister' Josephine
Dell. She is still on the ¡oad to
¡ecovery, but she is ba¿k with us on
Sundays. It is good to have her
strength among us. Please keep her
in your prayers,
God bless you all. He is alive!
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Ordlnatlon ln
Monongahela
Bg LuAnn Ca.rstm
God's blessings were felt on
March 24, 1991, in the
Monongahela, PA Branch, where
B¡o. William Pettyjohn was ordained into the office of a deacon.

In our afþrnoon service, Bro.
Bob Nicklow J¡. read the duties of
a member, along with I deacon'g
duties, which a¡e more than just
the natural job of taking c¿re of the
building. Bro. Nicklow then told of
his own calling to be a deacon. He
had been praying to be used by
God, but his mind was on missionary work. He was surprised
when the brothers approached him
about becoming a deacon, As
B¡other ldris Martin read the
duties of a deacon to him, Bro. Bob
seid he felt the Spirit of God, and
then knew that this was his calling.
The congregation BoûE Ye Whþ
d,re Cd,¿IeiI to Lobor. Bro. William
Chepanoske washed Bro. Pettyjohn's feet, and he was ordained by

Bro. English Webb of the Clairton,
PA Branch. Bro. Webb prayed that
Bro. Bill would f'ifill his duties sccording to the Spirit of God. ÌVe
then sang To thn \trlork, and Bro.
(Contlnued on Page l0)

Songs

of Zion

Ordering Information

For anyone wanting to order
The Songs of Zion hymnalø,

Sister Sandy Sullivan of the
Anaheim, CA Branch will assist
you. Since Bro, lValt Jankowski
has relocated to Denver, Colorado, he does not have access to
the inventory of books.
Sister Sandy has been seeing
to the fulfrllment of these orde¡s
and she will continue to do so.
Those interested in ordering the
hardbound Sorgs of Zion can cont¿ct Sister Sandy at:
13461 Whittier Lane
Garden Grove, CA 92644-2203
(714) 966-9666
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MONONGAHELA cont¡nued

Bill bore his testimony. He ststed
that he came to the Church fo¡ his
sod's salvation, never expecting to
hold an ordained office. On tlre day
of his ordination, Bro. Biìl said he
felt the same excit¿ment which he
experienced at the time of his baptism. Our brothe¡ asked the congregation for their prayers and
love. \{e ask the Lo¡d to bless our
brother, that he csn serve in the
Church according to God's
di¡ection.
The following Sunday, March
31, 1991, the Monongahela Branch
celebrated the resu¡rection of our
Lord Jesus Christ tilith a beautift¡l
program. The theme of the program was Love. As each song was
sung and each reading was offered,

the spirit of Love was felt
throughout the large congregation
assembled there.

Baptlsm on New

Yea/s Day
BE Ron Brutz

The traditional New Year's Eve
sen'ice for 1991 welcomed more
than just another year at the Tse
Bonito, NM Branch when it was
energized by the lifetime resolution
bv Todd Heinz to serve the Lord all
oi hi. duy. and to be baptized.
Todd and Wendy (Jordan) Heinz

joined with their family in Tse
Bônito to celebrate the birth of the
new year, and spent New Year's
Day, 1991 at the shores of a frozen
(8-12 inches of ice) Red Lake.
In all the eighteen years we've
been laboring among the Navajos
here, cutting ice for this baptism
was a first for us. Evangelist
Dwayne Jordan performed the ordinance under clear, sunny skies
with temperatures in the mid-3O's.
Members of the Pinetop-Lakeside
Branch joined in the celebration,
traveling nearly three hours to
share in the joy4ulness of this occasion. Apostle Joseph and Sister
Vickie Calabrese, visiting the
Southwest District from Lorain,
Ohio, were aìso present.
The bestowal of the Holy Ghost

by lalng on of hands took place im
mediateìy after the immersion,
right at the sho¡e. We rejoice in
God's caìling of another sheep into
the flock. Todd and Wendy worship
at the Phoenix, Arizona Branch.

Radlo brcadcasts from
Tse Bonito, NM

50,000-watt station broadcasting
with a radius of over 200 miles. Thr
listening audience includes the
Navajos (the largest U.S. Native
American Reservation and Tribe),
Pueblos, Apaches, Utes, and
residents of towns throughout the
Four Corners Country of the
American Southwest. The COR-

NERSTONE is the first radio
broadcast of recent years, and is
well-received as noted by listener
comments,

By Run Bratz

The CORNERSTONE produc-

The CORNERSTONE, a
church-sponsored radio broadcast,
celebrated its fourth anniversary of
broadcasting the Gospel by presenting a live radio drama on Easter

morning, 1991 entitled "He Is Not
Here!". About twelve youths and
adults of the Tse Bonito Branch
joined at the ¡adio st¿tion news
studio to produce a drama which
simulated a news reporting team
covering the "greatest story ever
told" from Jerusalem and the Holy
Land.
The CORNERSTONE is a
thirty-minute program of gospel
music and inspirational messages
broadcast each Sunday morning at
8:10 a.m. on KTNN 660 from Window Rock, Arizona-Capital of the
Navajo Nation. This is a

tion team and the Tse Bonito
Branch extend our appreciation to
all for supporting this active
outreach effort, and request your
sincere prayers for the continued
success of this important Churchsponsored project.

"Mlle Hlgh Mlsslon"
beglns In Denver
We need contacts, we need
prayers, and we need to be
remembered as you pass through
Colorado. Brother Walt and Sister
Carrie Jankowski, along with their
daughter, Karen, have relocated to
the Denver a¡ea. Sornetimes we
have to make decisions that are not

:1

,r ìl
,4/l:YiW ï

;X.ìii:t{*

Dwayno Jordan (rlght) bapllzes hls son'in'law, Todd Helnz, ¡n lce'coYerod Red
Lakè, AZ.
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popular or comfortable in ìife, and
accepting this job change was one

of them.
With the Lord's direction and
protection, we have ventured off to
a pìace where there is no organized
outpost of The Church of Jesus
Christ. After all of the involvement
and blessings r?ve \¡¡ere privileged to
enjoy in the Anaheim, CA Branch
and the Pacific Coast District, we
feel like Elijah at the Brook
Cherith. We have to depend on our
personal relationship with God,
without the benefit and fellowship
of other brothe¡s and sisters. We
are certainly not the first to do so,
nor will we be the last, but it surely
is a growing experience.
If anyone has any contacts or
needs for friends and family in the
Colorado or Rocky Mountain area,
please give us a call to folìow up. If
travel plans take you to this part of
the country, even if it is to pass
through, then please stop by. lf a
job transfer is a possibility and you
don't want to move because there is
no church or branch in Colorado,
don't fret, because you can help
build the foundation for the "Mile
High Mission."
Our address is 2306 E.
Glenhaven Drive in Highlands
Ranch, Colorado, 80126; our phone
number is (303) 791-9240. As it was
with us in California, so it is in Colorado: call any time and \Ä¡e'll be
glad to see you, house you, and
feed you. May God continue to bless
and keep you as we all strive to
keep the faith.
Walt, Carrie, and Karen Jankowski

Church meets ¡n
Portland, OR
On April 8, 1991, the saints
who live in Portland, Oregon were
able to have an organized meeting,
complete with prayer, preaching,
slngrng, testimony, anointing, and
sacrament. Our brothers, sislers,
and friends in Portland have been
without the convenience and service
of the ministry for a long time, but
their faith has ¡emained strong and
patient.
Pacific Coast District
Evangelists Tom and Paul Liberto,

along with their wives, Sisters Marcia and Orletta, were joined by Bro.
Walt and Sis. Carrie Jankowski,
who recently moved from California
to Denver, Colorado. The meeting
took place in the home of Bro.
Eugene and Sis. Mabel Lassen.
Bro. Dean Longrie was there, as
was Dennis Damore.
Bro. Tom Libe¡to introduced
the service by relating his experiences and opportunities over
the years to get to know and worship the Lord with all of those present. Bro. Paul Liberto opened the
preaching by stressing the importance of recognizing how special we
are in the sight of God. It's our
responsibility to acknowledge Him
to the best of our abilities. Bro.
Paul likened us as rare coins that
are something valuabìe and different in the world today. As God
may bless, forgive, or heal us from
affliction, \rye must show unto
others by our example that we
believe in the power and peace of
God.

As Bro. Paul continued to
speak, he related the situation of
the blind man as found in John g,
where he received his sight and
began to tell the wo¡ld of the
things that Christ had done for him.
He was special and different after
Jesus heaìed him. So are \üe, afte¡
Christ enters our lives.
Bro. Walt followed briefly and
focused on the fact that we need to
be aìl that we can be, because God
has made us special and because
Jesus walks with us every day. God
gave us talents, abilities, and tbe
potential to be the best servant and
example for Him. To be a saint of
God is a privilege that we, as
special people, must live up to,
regardless of occupation, age, or
status in ìife. We can reach out to
others who need Jesus, whether we
serve in an organized congregation
or ìn a mission isoìated from others,
such as we are in Portland, Denver,
and many other places.
Bro. Tom closed the speaking
by reflecting upon the faithful
determination of the brothers,
sisters, and friends in the Portland
area who have been special to God
for a ìong time. Testimony followed, and everyone participated in
the beautiful spirit that prevailed.
All of the words were spoken from
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the heart. Some were thankful for
God's peace in their líves and gave
recognition to the fact that there is
strength and hope in living life to
tlre fullest with God's blessings and
direction. Others spoke of their
childhood, and of being ¡eared in
the Church. Their upbringing is a
foundation that they have found to
be a priceless treasure, even more
so now that the¡e are children of
thei¡ own to raise.
The Spirit of the Lord prevailed
throughout the anointing of Sis.
Mabel Lassen as the ministrv
prayed for her. The Lord's Supper
was enjoyed by those present, and
the sun shone bright through the
rainclouds as the meeting came to a
close.

The saints in Portland send
their love and prayers as they
return to their special lives without
a congregation to support them or a
church building to worship in. Our
prayers and love are needed to encourage them. We, too, will be encouraged as a result.

Notice
The new hours for The
Church of Jesus Christ Print
House are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Wednesday. If
you wish to call on Thursday or
Friday, an answering machine
wilì take your message or order.

Area Code Change
Telephone Area Code 201,

comprising North and Central
New Jersey, has been split, as of
June, 1991, into two area codes:
201 and 908. Telephone numbers
for the Edison, Freehold,
Hopelawn, Metuchen, and New
Brunswick, NJ Branches, as well
as phone numbers for most of

the members of these branches,
are now reached by dialing Area
Code 908 instead of 201.
New Jersey telephones within
Area Code 609, as weli as those
in the northern part of the state,
are not affected by this change.
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WEDDINGS

*

Mazzeo, and Robert Watson

respectively.

-

-

Beniamin Rvan Scolaro was blessed on February 4,

tggi
-- inþtroenil, AZ by Bro.

Joseph Calabrese,

Courtnev Seth Batlon was blessed by her father,
Bro. Bob Bitson, on March l?, 1991 in RochestÆr, NY'
Bro. Bob Womack blessed V¿lerie Gonzalez on
March l?. 1991 in San Diego, CA'
Erin irene Yonkee was blessed by Bro. Brian
Smith at the Monongahela, PA Branch on March 31,
iósi. slt. is the gaiddaughter of Bro. Ken and Sis'
Irene Yonkee, attã the greãt'granddaughter of John
and Mabel Bickerton, and the great-great grand- .
daughter of Bro. William H. and Sis' Sadie B' Cadman'

TSRAEL_ABDULRA}IMAN
Michael Joseph Israel and ÄsÍiahan Abdulrahman
were united in hôlv matrimony on February 9' 1991 at
the Brooklyn, NY Branch of The Church of Jesus
Christ.
Bro. Dominick Rose officiated at the ceremony'
The couple are living in Brooklyn, NY. May God
bless them in their life together.

New Arrivals

OBITUANMS

Congratulations are in order to the proud parents
for the indicated new members of their families.
Jessica Lynn to David and Rose (Miller) Colman of
Mt, Vernon, Iowa,

Wnxpathy to th'ose-thdt
õnes. May GorI bl¿ss ond
oJ
tøueil
I'ois
mn'utrn ùuer thc

lle wish to erpress our

comfvrt

gw,

MARY CATENA

Children Blessed

Marv G. Catena passed from this life to the next
11, 1990. She was born on June 19, 1896
in Rochester, NY.
i¡" fon"i'A service was performed by Bro' Frank
Natoli. with the assistance of Bro' Bob Batson'
Márv is sut'r¡ived bv a daughter, Sis' Florence
Catena;'two sons; nine grandchildren; and l8
gteat-grandchildren.
on

On October 21, 1990, Daniel Robert Rios was
blessed bv Bro. Dominick Rose in Brooklyn, NY'

On Nävember 26, f990, Bro. Richard Santilli
blessed Ethan James Redmond and Elizabeth Faloba at
the North Jackson, Ohio Mission.
Bro. Walter Cíhomsky blessed Roslyn Madeline
Kave on December 9. 1990, in Phoenix, Arizona.
"Elle Gemma Gruver, daughtær of Dane and Gail
(Santiìli) Gruver, was blessed on December 13' 1990'
ùv Bro.'Peter Gônaro at the Tse Bonito, NM Branch'
Hana Elizabeth, Sara Mercedes, and Robert
Cassidv Damore were blessed in Phoenix, AZ on
Decem"ber 30, 1990, by Brothers John Ross, Barry

MARY SPATA

-

I

I
I
I
I
I

I

D"""".b".

On Januarv 26, 1991, Sister Mary Spata went to
1901,
She was bor¡ November
her eternal
"ewa"d.
7,
1946.
APril
on
and-Crauàsiàe
was baptized
services were held by Bro' Frank Genaro
of the Yucaioa. CA Branch.
.sister Mlaiv is survived bv her daught¿r, Mary
wi"k[;. hãr sån, John Rizzu[o, and nephew, Joseph
Ñi.orir i.,, as *ôll as all of us who knew and loved
iäi. Stt" *ã. a verv faithful sister who was very inst"umentat in starting up the Yucaipa Mission' .,
Mav all the pravers she uttered for her tamlly and
loved oies remaìn ãt the throne of Our Lord as a
memorial.

lf'

-

I

I

Name

I

I

Àdd¡ess

I

I
I
I

Phone

I
I

_J

CLEMENTINA GENTILE
Sister Clementina Gentile of Rochester, New York
p*tãã
on March 6, 1991. She was born in Italy
"*uy
on
Januarv 31, 1901.
-- -s"ã.
rY"unÉ Nat¿li officiated at the funeral service'
Gr sist€" is survived by a son and a daughter, five
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren'
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Message to Our New
Brothers and Sisters in Christ
I wonder how many prayers
had been offered in your behalf
before you sur¡endered your ìife to
Iesus. Were there years of praying?
If it had taken a whole lifetime of

prayers, it wouldn't mâtter, because
you are worth it! (Before you feel
flattered by that, realize that your
value is the result of Jesus dlng
for you, not the cause of Him dlng
for you.) Besides this truth, when
someone has their spiritual eyes
opened, Jesus is honored and
glorified, and that ís what reallE
matters.
My heart is bursting with happiness for you. There are so many
wonderful treasures to be opened to
you now, for you to learn and experience. I l¡nal thal, one day you
are going to say, "Why did I resist
so long? I cheated myseìf'out of so
many blessings!"
You may not be familiar with
Satan's tactics yet, but I'm sure
that someone is forewarning you.
Not because he is to be feared, but
only because to be forewarned
allows you to know that you mây
need to defend yourself. Satan is a
poor loser, and he's going to try to
.ivin you back. But you now know
that he's a liar, the father of lies,
so just don't believe one single
thing he whispers in your ear. Tell

Aposlles mect ¡n
Southeaet Dlstdct

him to get lost! You have the Holy
Spirit to help you now, and you
have the authority of Jesus to
rebuke anything in His name! (You
will come to wonder how you ever
lived for one minute without His
strength.)
I pray that God will put a hedge
of fire 'round about you, to protect
you until such time that you are not
as vulnerable as a newborn babe.
As you feed on the word of God,
however, that will change. Please
realize that babies can only digest
milk at first, and that they crawl
before they can walk. The meat
comes later and so does the ru¡¡
ning. Don't get discouraged. As you
take in that spiritual food, your
spirit will grow just as sure as your
body did. Don't just take occasional
spiritual snacks, though-take
regular meds-that's the best way.
Think how strong you would be if
you took in your natural food in the
form of snacks only. And exercise
your faith (that means use it), and
you'll become stronger and develop
some real spirituaì muscle, jrlst like
natural exercise does.
Remember that when babies
start to grow ¿nd want to feed
themselves, that they don't start

The Southeast District was
privileged to host the Quorum of
Twelve Apostìes from March 13-17,
1991. Wlile the brothers met in
closed sessions for much of the first
three days, the eldere and teachers
of the Southeast District were invited to join with them in a meeting
on Saturday, Ma¡ch 16.
The apostles, under the direction of Quorum President Joseph
Lovalvo, utilized the session to
speak to the district ministry concerning their callings. Each of the
brothers within the quorum took a
moment to encourage the brothers
to develop their relationships with
God and with mankind through proper communication with all involved. The district ministry, er¡'oying this opportunity for close communion with the apostles, accepted
this counsel as they endeavor to
serve the Church and the
community.
Sunday morning was a meeting
of celebration and love. B¡o.
Dominic Thomas, General Chu¡ch
President, opened the service by
telling about the Apostle Peter. He
told how Peter had correctly identified Jesus Christ, by revelation, as
the Son of God, yet that thiõ sâme
man later denied Christ. B¡o,

(Conlinued on Pago 11)

(Conlinued on Page 11)
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Greeti,ttgs i,n Christ

By Mark RondE
My Dear Readers,
"God would have all to be
saved." Therefore, He sent Jesus,

not to condemn the world, but that
by Him mankind might be saved.
Let us bless the Lord each day, and
forget not all His benefits: who
heals all our diseases, who forgives
all our iniquities, who redeems our
life from destruction, who crowns
us with lovingkindness and tender
mercies, who satisfies ou¡ mouth
with good things, so our mind is
¡enewed like that of an eagle.
In a cìinical study of some 500
cases, it was found that 383 of the
persons studied were sick, not
because they had suffered accidents
or organic diseases, but because, according to a doctor's vivid description, "Those patients were draining
back into their bodies the diseased
thoughts of their minds."
Generations past, Plato wrote,
"Neither shouÌd we ever att€mpt to
cure the body without curing the
soul." Medical doctors are now
beginning to realize the sound
thinking of this wise philosopher of
ancient times.
The spiritual part of our being
needs the same kind of study; we

will find the same resr¡lts.
"Perceive ye not yet, neither
understand? Have ye your heart yet
hardened?" (Mark 8:17) Jesus was
disappointed at their lack of
understanding.

Is it possible that we lack
perception now as then? We can do
better by trusting the Lord Jesus
Ch¡ist and by casting our burdens
on the Lord, who loves us and

tþ

burden upon the
cares. "Cast
Lo¡d, and he shall sustain thee; he
shall never suffer the righteous to
be m.øae¡J" (Psalm 6õ:22).
'We
need to distinguish between
the burden-bearing that is right and
the burden-bearing that is wrong.
We ought never to bear the bu¡den
of sin or of doubt, but there a¡e
burdens placed on us by God which
He does not intend to lift off. He
wants us to ¡oll them back on Him.
Cast that which He has given you
upon the Lord. Then trust Him.
If we undertake a work of God
and then get out of touch with Him,

the sense of responsibility will be
overwhelmingly crushing, but if we
roll back on God that which He has
put upon us, He will help us to endure alì things. God's grace is sufficient for us, as with St. Pauì.
Many workers have gone out with
high courage and fine impulses, but
with no intimate fellowship with
Jesus Christ, and before long they
were crushed. We have three great
examples, in the Word of God, of
heavy burden bearers; Ruth, Job,
and Par¡l. They stand as an example
of the human ability to overcôme
the bu¡dens placed on humans with
the outcome being marvelous.
1. Ruth, a Moabite, lost her
husband; however she learned to
worship the God of Israel. In Ruth's
fidelity there are clear implications
of ou¡ Lord's redeeming work.
Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer, points
to Christ; Ruth portrays those who
enter into a ne'.v life through trust
in God.
It is significant that both Boaz
and Ruth are mentioned in the Messianic genealogy (Matthew 1:15).
Ruth rested on her 1) fidelity, 2)
service, and 3) obedient faith to
God and to her mother-in-law.
2. Job suffered God's chastening with a view to experimental
purifîcation, and reached a higher
ground. Job was able to merge
from suffering into greater blessings and prosperity. By his tragic
experience, he was able to say, "I
know that my redeemer lives, and
that he shall stand at the latter day
upon the earth and though a.fter my
skin worms destroy my body, yet in
my flesh shall I see God" (Job

to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure," he said.
By his suffering, persecutions,
and death, Paul was able to write
(Conl¡nued on Page 1l)

Manled @ years

. On December 23, 1990, the
brothers and sisters of the Yucaipa,
California Mission celebrated
Brother Clarence and Sist€r Anna
Kirkpatrick's 60th Wedding
Anniversary.
Brother Clarence tells of walking through Bno\ one foot deep on
December 23, 1930, to Sister Anna's home and then the two of
them walked a total of twelve miles
to be united in marriage. She was
16 and he was 20 years old,
On March 3, 193ó, Brother
Clarence was healed of stomach
c¿ncer in the Little Red Stone, PA
Branch. Bro. Martin King anointed
him, and the Lord healed our
brother on that day. Three weeks
Iater Bro, Cla¡ence and Sis. Anna
were led to the frozen waters of the
Monongahela River. The Lord
moved His hand, and a tugboat
pulling coal barges broke a hole in
the ice and our brothe¡ and sister
were baptized on Sunday, March
24, t936. They celebrated 66 years
in The Church of Jesus Christ this
past March.
Brother Clarence was ordained
an elde¡ at the Anaheim, CA
Branch in 1976. They moved to
Yucaipa that seme year. They have
six children living today, 24 grandchildren, and numerous great
grandchildren. Bro. Cla¡ence will be
81 yea.rs young, and Sis. Anna wjll
be 77 years young this year, May
God bless both of them.

79:25-26).

3. Paul was given a thorn in
the fiesh, "The messenger of Satan

Bro. Claronco and Sls. Anna

Klrkpalrlck

June, 1991
Southeast Campout'91

Manifestations Abound in Avon Park
In what seemed like a spiritual
flurry, the hand of our Lord swept
through the saints on the weekend
of March 22, 7991. Bìessings
abounded as the awesome power of
God emanated from the heavens
and drove the saints to their knees
in continued prayer and thanksgiving to His high and holy name.
The Holy Spirit roared through the
camp, searching for an empty
vessel to fill, while the three
Nephites and even our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ visited the
saints as confirmation to the
presence and pleasure of our King.
It all began Friday morning,
when a young brother asked the
Lord to confirm Hi¡ future
presence at the Southeast Area
MBA Campout. The Spirit quickly
promptæd our brother to open the
scriptures, and the pages obediently
feìl to Romans 8. What a glorious
blessing he received as the entire
':hapter spoke so eloquently of the
'life" given to the people of God
through the Holy Spirit. This was
the very same power that our camp
theme, Tap the Sotnce, was chosen
to illustrate! The Lord had not yet
even begun to show Himself.
Friday evening began quietly
enough, as all present feasted upon
the Word of God delivered through
Brother Apostles Jim Lovalvo and
Josepb Calabrese. One brother
spoke of our hope in the Holy .
Spirit, that if we would but have
faith and be obedient, we could experience the administration of
angels and even the visitation of
the three Nephites. As he
elaborated upon pa.st encounters
with angels and the th¡ee Nephitæs,
none of us suspected wh¿t was in
store for us at this camp.
Saturday morning began, as
always, with a prayer service before
our morning meal. As Bro. Jim
Lovalvo walked into the room, he
went to sit in one of the three
chairs facing the congregatíon, but
hen hesitated, turned, and sat in
che front row of seats instead. During the course of the service, our
brother was privileged to see the
three Nephites sitting in the three

chairs. One of them spoke to him,
saying, "If you will be faithfuì and

pray, the Father will send the Holy
Spirit and bless you according to
your desires." What more could the
saints ask for! Notåing, but the
Lord gave them more anyway,
In the morning chapel service,
Bro. Phil Buffa of Michigan was
speaking of the potential outpouring
of the Holy Spirit when a young
man from Muncey, Ontario suddenIy felt electricity pulse through him.
At this very moment, a voice speaking a wonderful promise sliced
through the morning air: "Tell
them I will take c¿¡e of all. Tell
them I will take care of all," it
repeated, "Take courage, my
brothers and sisters, the Lord will
take care of allt"
Upon seeing the happenings
around him, a young man hungered
to be a part and partake of this
wonderful Gospel. Rather than trust
in the arrn of flesh, he wisely decided to place his full trust in the
arm of God and caJl upon Him for
guidance. After chapel, he went to
an orange grove and knelt and
prayed for wisdom about this
Chu¡ch and his soul. As he came
walking back through the orchard,
an older man suddenly stepped out
from behind a tree. "What are you
doing here?" he asked. Our young
brother replied, "Just looking at the
fruits.
- " you religious?" the man
"Are
countæred. "Oh yes, I sure am,"
came the reply. "What do you want
to know?" the man questioned. "As
much as I can, Which is the best
fruit in the orchard?"
"What, among the fruit of
men?" At this, the young man
turned and st¿red into the soulpiercing eyes of the mysterious personage. The man was standing in
front of a brilliant, flowing tree
with bright, shining fruit hanging
delicately from the limbs. The fear
of God came upon our brother as he
fell to his hands and knees, while
the man tu¡ned and plucked a fruit
from the tree. He then placed it into the cupped and trembling hands
of the young b¡other. He bit into

the brilliant fruit and immediatæly
knew that the man before him was
the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ
looked into his eyes and said, "If
you partake of this fruit, you wili
never hunger again; only for Me,
for this fruit is a part of Me, as it
is now part of you." Christ then
turned and picked four o¡ five more
pieces of fruit and placed them in a
basket, saying, "You will need
these fo¡ latær." When ou¡ brother
looked up, the Lord, the basket,
and the tree were gone. Upon
returning to camp, (now) Brother
,{ndy Beaver from Muncey, Ontario
asked for his baptism and shared
this most beautiful and glorious
"sighting" with the saints at the
camp.

After relaxing and er¡joying one
another's company, the Chu¡ch
reconvened Saturday night with an
even greater hunger for the Lord's
blessings. Bro. Dennis Moraco
spoke of the incredible impact of
the Spirit on ou¡ lives. He spoke of
the unsurpassed peace given to all
by and through the Holy Spirit, and
how we must continually prevent
the evil one from creeping in and
stealing this treasule. With this,
many gracious testimonies were
related and harmonious songs sung,
but the true blessing was quite invisible at this time.
During the meeting and through
the cowse of the evening, the Lord
was "giving the increase" by gently
caressing the struggling hearts of
three individuals. As their cases are
too detailed to recount here, let it
suffice to say that on Sunday, life
began anew for Mechelle Hylton,
James Haugb, and Do¡ene Kukal
when each asked to be baptized. We
witnessed the baptism and bestowal
of the Holy Ghost upon Bro. Andy
Beaver, Bro. Joe Calabrese opened
the Sunday morning preaching service, rekindling the flame in each of
us as he spoke of the love of God
and the Holy Spirit in this Church,
and how we must use these things
to distinguish ou¡selves from other
chu¡ches in the world. Bro. Malcolm
Paxon followed, speaking of the im.
port¿nce of God in our lives, and
Bro, Jim Lovalvo concluded with a
sermon on the mysterious power of
the joy of the saints, and how this
(Conl¡nued on Page 12)
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Pennsylvania District MOC Report
Bg Richard, Scaglionc, PA Ðaongelist Chuirman
The Pennsylvania District Missionary Operating Committee
(DMOC) has been actively involved
in several missionary endeavors. In
our recent interfacing with the
District Evangelists, the following
officers were elected: Chairman,
Richard Scaglione; Vice-Chairman,
Richard Lawson; and Secretary-

Treasurer, Joseph Ross. Thirteen
other brothers complete our committee. Most of them are actively
participating in one or more
programs.
Currently, fou¡ missions are
under the PA DMOC and are being
serviced according to their needs.
Elkins, West Virginia has a
membership of ten, with many
visitors and children attending.
Meetings are held Saturday evenings and Sunday mornings. The
Saturday services usually consist of
studying the scriptures and Church
literature, while Sunday is the worship service.
Brother Robe¡t Nicklow Sr. is
in charge of the Elkins Mission.
Brothers Lawson, William Colangelo, John Ali, and Scaglione
complete the rotation schedule.
Butler, Pennsylvania is our
newest mission. Bro. Carl Frammolino is in charge. Services, held
at the Ciotti manor, take place on
Sunday mornings (including Sunday
School), and T\resday evenings. The
Tuesday meetings are conducted by
Bro. Paul Gehly, who lives in the
area. Other brothers who assist are
Charles Jumper, Paul Ciotti, and
John Manes.
St. John, Kansas is an established mission under our commit-

tee; it has been for some time. Over
the years, various brothers have
made trips to maint¿in fellowship
with our midwestern saints.
Brother AÌex Robinson has long
been the mainst¿y in St. John, and
he is ably assisted by his son,
Brother David. Brothers Lawson
and Ross, General Chwch trustees
as well as members of '-he PA
DMOC, have visited the mission on
a Íew occasions and also reviewed
the progress on the building
remodeling, the erecting of an
historical marker on our Chu¡ch
grounds, and the ¡enovation of
William Bickerton's grave.
Wakpala, South Dakota was an
active Indian mission under ou¡
district for many years, but has
dwindled due to the deaths of most

of the members there. A few visits
had been made several years ago to
inspect the condition of our building
(which has since been torn down)
and to attempt to contåct members

and their relatives in Waþala and
Ðagle Butte. Correspondence between Brothers Earl DeMarrias (the

Indian elder in Wakpala) and Ross
continues periodically.

Rivers Americân Indian Cente¡
(COTRAIC) in the Pittsburgh area.
Three brothers, all elders, are on
the center's board of directo¡s.
They are William Chepanoske,
Robert Nicklow Sr., and Robert
Nicklow Jr. In turn, Russell Simms,
a Native American who is the executive director of COTRAIC, is a
member of our committee.
In the past year, three "Get Acquainted" meetings were held in
various branches in our district.
Joining Mr. Simms was Miguel
Siguae, chairman of the center's
board of directors. They both addressed ou¡ people concerning the
history and functions of the Indian
Center, the obscurity of the Urban
Indian, their needs, the relationship
that exists between the Church and
COTRAIC, and the similarities in
our beliefs, philosophies, and goals.
It was acknowledged that our
Church holds the destiny of the entire wor'ld in its hands. Many interesting and, at times, provocative
questions from our congregations
were answered. Everyone in attendance received a greater awareness
and understanding of the parallel
paths v/e both are waìking toward
our similar goals.
Over the years, our ministers
have been called upon to bless
children, perform weddings, and
most recently, conduct a funeraì.
The UIC, in conjunction with the
Indian center, recently initiated a
program soliciting volunteers from
the Church to become directly involved in humanitarian needs
assistance to the elderly. This program could include repair work on
their homes, cooking, cìeaning, taking them shopping, and other services, as their conditions might warrant. It is â program which allows
us to literally become the nursing
mothers and fathers spoken of in
the Book of Mormon.

VERY AC'T'IVE wlTH URBAN INDI¡.NS
TWO RADIO BROÂDCASTS

A very active and vital arm of
the DMOC is the Urban Indian
Committee (UIC), in operation since
1976. William Chepanoske is the
chairman, with ten other brothers
and sisters on the DMOC
subcommittee.

An excellent relationship

has

been established between the

Church and the Council of Three

At the pr€sent time, two radio
broadcasts are aired by our district.
Brothe¡ David Nolfi broadcasts
every Sunday morning from 8:00 to
8:15 on Station WEDO in

McKeesport.
The second broadcast, a more

(Conlinued on Page 12)
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What the mail brings, as God directs the writers, determines to a large extent
the contents of ?l¿e Gospel News from month to month, and I often seek inspiration from the themes that emerge from the pile of papers that endlessly clutter
my desk. In compiling this issue, my attention was drawn to the presence of two
testimonies-distinct stodes of how the Lord drew individuals into the safe harbor of His everlasting arms.
That these articles were two in number was not so important, nor did it necesariIy have to be these two in particular. But in reading them, my mind was drawn
to the fact that the Lord has brought each of us to Him in a unique, individual

manner, just as He took the time to create us with an infinite variety of
characteristics. While each conversion, and consequently each testimony, is tailored
to the individual, we see similarities as well as differences in the way in which
God deals with us, His children. Our varied relationships with God are bound
together by a Unity of Spirit, as each of us was convefted to Christ after the manner set forth in His Word, the Bible and Book of Mormon.
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Unity is important. As the body of Christ, we seek to work together with one
purpose, toward one goal: bringing souìs to Him. In truth, we can accomplish
absolutely nothing if we are not united. And it is essential that the Unity we strive
for and achieve in The Church of Jesus Christ be nothing more or less than that
which we experience when the Spirit of God flows freely from vessel to vessel.
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At the same time, diversìty and variety are also necessary ingredients in carrying out the Work of the Lord. How much could we as a Church accomplish if every
single one of us were exactly alike? A few departments-areas wherein our
strengths ìie-might do extremely well, but everything else-the majority of the
Work-would greatly suffer. We must never lose sight of the fact that the Lord,
in His infinite wisdom, created each one of us to be unique-different from
everyone else-and gave each of us a unique role to fulfill in His plan' As each
ofus diìigently seeks and finds the Work that God had for him or her, the overall
Work of the Lord will operate smoothly and efficiently, oiled, as it were, by the
blessed presence of the Spirit of God.
As human beings, we sometimes try to create ou¡ own brand of unity by seeking
to check or suppress one another's individuality. While things might be more structured, comfortable, and predictable (not to mention duìl) if we all looked and acted
the same, we would be limiting God, and hindering His work among the children
of men, if we were to deny each other the privìlege of being everything that the
Lord created us to be. It's "uniforms of righteousness," not of suits and ties, that
the Lord is looking for in His Church. Let us concentrate on seeking God's perfect

will in our own lives; the Lord, through His Spirit, will provide the Unity.
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you and bless you and reward you

The

openly.

The verses for you to memorize
this month are from the Bible, in
Galatians Chapter 6, verses 22 and
23; "But the fruit of the spirit is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith.
Meekness, temperance; against such
there is no law."

Children's
Corner
Bg Jonet Støinrock

Sincerely,
Sister Jan
Dear Boys and Girls and Friends,
Have you ever heard anyone
talking about having faith in God?
Faith means believing and hoping in
God's promises. Having faith in God
means trusting God to work pro"

blems out, even when things look
impossible. The Lord loves it when
His children have faith and trust

Him.

Sometimes it is hard for a person to show their faith in front of
others. Many times God seems to
wait for us to pray and show our
faith before giving us ou¡ answers.
Many years ago I was on a trip
with a nice person who doubted
that there was a God. While we

were travelling, a huge icy storm
came up and we we¡e soon driving
in winds and snow so thick you
couldn't see the side of the road.
The cold was so fierce that it froze
our carbuerator as we moved; the
car's engine stopped.
We were freezing. I wasn't
dressed warm enough and no one
had expected a blizzard so late in
the season. No cars were coming,
my feet were numb, snow was falling so heavily that ou¡ car was
almost immediately covered, It was
getting worse every minute, and we
were afraid we'd freeze to death.
My friend wanted to start walking aimlessly through the trees in
hopes of finding a house. I knew
that was too dangerous, since we
had no idea if there were even any
people living nearby. (We learned
later that there were no houses for

ten or twelve miles.)
Finally, coming through the
storm, slipping and sliding on the
exit ramp, we saw a truck filled
with men, Wrapped in every spare
piece of clothing we had, we
scrambled out in the snow and tried

to wave them down. They passed us
like we weren't even there.
Climbing back in the snowcovered car, I realized I needed to
show my faith. I was praying silently; I needed to pray out loud. I told
my friend, "I believe God c¿n and
will save us. I'm going to pray."
My friend st¿red at me as I closed
my eyes and begged God, out loud,
to help us.
Just as I finished this prayer,
we heard another csr approaching.
As we jumped out into the swirling
winds, they stopped and crowded us
into their lovely, warm c¿r. God
had hea¡d my cry and saved me!
My job is to remember how God
saved me, to thank Him and to tell
others. Our faith is like a little
plant. When it starts to grow, we
must t¿ke care of it. We shelter it
from doubt. As it grows, it will
bear fruit that will feed us during
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desperate moments.
The fruit has little seeds that
we can share with othe¡s. This
means that when others see good
things happening when we have
faith, they will begin to have faith,
too. We wilì pull all the bad weeds

A

like doubting or being afraid to tell
others how much the good Lord has
put into our lives.
And as ou¡ faith plant grows,
others who are going through their
own problems will come and sit
'tnder yotn' faith tree to rest and
get hope. They will become refreshed and lea¡n from you how to
care for faith and let ú/¿¿¿r faith in
God's goodness grow, too.
Others will come, hungrily, and
ask you to share the fruits from
your faith. They'll take little seeds
home with them and begin to grow
in faith, too. And the Lord will love
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Our Women T
General CIrcle Gonfercnco
BA

day as He touched the people in the
scriptures.
As one of the sisters stated,
"For all the sisters who can't sit
stilì, the Ci¡cle is a great way to do

His work."

Møry Tamburrinn

The Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Circle hosted the General Ladies'
Uplift Circle Conference on Saturday, April 27, 1997. The sisters
that attended were from California,
Florida, Michigan, New Jersey,
Ohio, and South Carolina. The
scripture was read from II Peter
2:9. Sister Arìine Whitton, General
Circle President, welcomed
everyone and found it a pleasure to
meet with the sisters-her spiritual
family.
Most of the officers were present. A thank you communication
was ¡ead for our purchase of a
motorcycle for Africa. The area
reports were read, stating membership, lessons studied, activities held,
and donations. Three new circles
were organized, namely Dallas,
Texas; Cincinnati, Ohio; and
Freehold, New Jersey (see accompanlng article). Over $1600.00 was
raised fo¡ the new church building
in India.
Contributions were made to the
Memorial Fund in memory of:
Raymond Cosetti, Raffaella
DiFalco, Ivy Fisher, Cora Fowler,
Elsie Frankìin, Jeff Frendo, Ethel
Nixon Hope, and Bridgita Ross.
The card sender reported that
36 cards were sent. Money was
donated to the General Church for
the work in Africa, India, Italy, the
Missionary Foundation, the R¿dio
Broadcasts, and to the American
Mission Operations. The special project for the next six months will be
to raise money for the chu¡ch
buiìding in Tijuana, Mexico. The
next conference will be held on October õ, 1991 at the Greensburg,
PA church building (next door to
the General Church Conference),
and day care will be provided for
children four years and yourger. A
vote of thanks was given to the Aliquippa Circìe.
The sisters of the Aliquippa Circle sang songs and read scriptures
on the subject ol God,'s Towh. We
were ¡eminded that God touches to-

Frcehold, NJ Clrcle
Oryanlzed
Bg Lyrltia Zaim
On March 12, 1991, a Ladies'

Uplift Circle was organized in the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.
Sister Betty D'Orazio, Atlantic
Coast Area Circle President,
welcomed the sisters, and complimented them on their desire to
have a Circle. A brief history of the
Ladies' Circle was told, as well as
the history of the a¡ea Circle. After
the bylaws were discussed, we proceeded with the election of officers.
The remainder of the meeting
was spent reading and discussing
James l:17 -27 . After the verses
were discussed in English, Sis.
Lucy Murillo wouJd interpret into
Spanish. A wonderful spirit was felt
in our meeting. We then asked
God's blessings on this new Circle,
that they wou.ld grow together in
God's love. All told, it was &n evening well spent.

Pennsylvanla Area
Clrcle Retrcal
By Karm Progar

A beautifuì, surny spring
weekend was the setting for the
Pennsylvania Area Ladies' Circle
annual retreat. The sisters met at
the Pittsburgh Äirport Marriot,
beginning the day with our semiannual business confetence. The
weekend theme was Jerusalem,

with each home ci¡cle in attendance
participating in the devotions.
Sis. Jan Cornell, Area Chai¡person, welcomed evêryone and
reminded them to t¿ke an active
role in the business of the Circle.
Reports were given on the piano
purchased by the A¡ea Circle

for

the Butler, PA Mission, ou¡
February luncheon and trip to
Phipps Conservatory to eqjoy the
annual Bible plant tour, and our
planned group trip to the 1992
General Circle Conference to be
held in California.
Other itcms covered included:
hosting by the Monongahela Circle
of our November 2, 1991 conference, and the organizing of a
summer visit to the Elkin¡, WY
Mission. In addition, Sis. Carol
Monaghan volunteered to act as
Area Liaison fo¡ the Mission Network System, a program of support
for families of membe¡s unable to
attend chu¡ch services due to inaccessibility to the Church, sponsored by the General Ladies' Uplift
Circle in cor¡'unction with the
General Church.
The Area Circle donated fu¡ds
to the Dist¡ict Mission Bosrd. Our
special project for the next six
months wiìl be to once again raise
funds fo¡ the District Mission Board
and collect used cassette tapes for
re-use on the reservations in
Arizona.
After lunch, the Imperial Circle
presented our seminars, continuing
on the theme of Jeruealem. Sisters
Becky Tarbuck, Eva Moore, and
Martha Buffington gave us many
tlrought-provoking ideas on the
topic, Our evening meeting was a
joyous time of testimony, followed
by a scarf-tying demonstration and
fellowship.
Sunday morning, Brothe¡s John
Ali of Glassport and Bill Colangelo
of McKees Rocks handled the service. Bro. John opened, speaking of
the vi¡tuous woman and comparing
a good woman to Christ's Church,
Bro. Bill followed, reminding us not
to be negligent o{ our duties. Using
James l:27 as his reference, he
st¿ted that we mu¡t remember to
"visit the fatherlese and the widows
in their afflictions," urging the Circle sisters to t¿ke thie task upon
themselves, He seid that he neve¡
underestimates the power of the
Ladies' Circle. We er¡joyed special
musical selections presented by
Sisters Carol Jumper, Karen Progar, and Madeline Robinson. After
our Sunday meeting, we left
¡efreshed and excited about the
work we had to do in support of
The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ.
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Branch and Mission News
Vlsltors at N. Jackson, OH

'

On February 24, 1997, Bro.
Russell and Sis, Lena Martorana
visited our mission in N. Jackson,
Ohio. Bro. Russell opened the service and spoke on the subject of

Love, stating that we should love
one anothe¡ and that ow actions
are a reflection upon The Church of
Jesus Christ.
Bro. Russell spoke from the Bible and the Book of Mormon on the
topic of Faith, Hope, and Charity;
the greatest of these being Charity,
or Love. Later in the meeting, Sis.
Esthe¡ Santilli testified that some
time ago she had had an experience
in which the Lord spoke to her
three times, saying, "Love, love,
love." We enjoyed all the
testimonies of how good God is to
His people.
After the meeting, we all
gathered together for a dinner. We
sat and talked of what a beautiful
day we had to be with our brothers
and sisters, sharing the blessings of
God.

Day

of rclolclng ln

New Jersey
By Betty D'Orøain
The hymn SofiIg and, Tmtl.ørtry
took on new meaning Sunday,
December 23, 1990, at the Edison,
NJ Branch. The Lord, in His gentle, sweet voice, called Mary
Benyola into the Church. Praise
God! \{e would like to share with
you her experience:
"For about one month, I had
been awakened from my sleep each
morning by a song. Some songs
were from The Songs of Zion, some
from the Suints Hgmnd, and some
songs I had neve¡ heard before.
They were all so beautiful, and
most were concerning repentance,
baptism, and working for the
Church. Sometimes they were songs
of encowagement and comfort.
Then, one morning, I realized that I
had not heard a song for about a

week, and I began to be concerned.
I was afraid that God did not want
me any more. I was afraid I had
crossed the line, so I began to pray
that God would still want me, I told
God I wanted to be baptized and
asked for His help. (Unbeknownst
to me, my sister, Sherry Olexa, had
been strongìy prompt€d to pray for
me during this entire week,)
"On Saturday, December 22,
my husband Len and I were in a
bookstore and I looked up and read
a bookmark which read, 'Except a
man be bo¡n again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God' (John 3:3). We
went to another bookstore, and I
saw one which read, 'If you obey,
God wiìl show His mighty works.' I
felt that God was prodding me on
to have enough courage to ask for
my baptism.
"The next day, on Sunday

morning, Len told me that that
night he had dre¿med that I was a
very ugly woman. He did not
understand what it meant, but I
knew God was showing me my own
image before His presence. That
morning in Sunday School we were
reading out of II Kings, and I felt
inspired to twn the pages of the Bible. What I opened to was Matthew
24:42-57."
'Watch

therefore: for ye
know not what hour your Lord
doth come.
But know this, that if the
goodman of the house had
known in what wat¿h the thief
wouìd come, he would have
watched, and wor¡ld not have
suffered his house to be
broken up.
Therefo¡e be ye also
ready: for in such an hour as
ye think not the Son of ma¡l
cometh.

Who then is a faithful and
wise servant, whom his lord
hath made ruler over his
household, to give them meat

in due

season?

Blessed is that servant,
whom his lord when he cometh
shaìl find so doing.
Verily I say unto you,

That he shall make him ruler
over all his goods.
But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My
lord delayeth his coming;
And shall begìn to smite
his fellowservants, and to eat
and drink with the drunken;
The lord of thet servant
shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, a.nd in an
hour that he is not aware of,
And shall cut him asunder,
and appoint him his portion
with the hypocrites: there
shall be weeping and gnasbing
of teeth.
"God's message to me was
clear: Either I become baptized and
work for Him, or I would be eternally damned. I felt so unworthy.
"That morning after Sunday
School we visited the Edison
Branch for their Christmas program. We had a beautiful meeting.
The theme was Peace, something I
had prayed for every day, but could
never fully experience. As I sat
there, I asked God to have one of
the elde¡s speak about repentance. Àbout t€n minut€s before the
close of the meeting, Bro. Artùur
Searcy stood and began to speak
about repentance. My heart began
to pound. I couìd not wait for him
to sit down. Finally, after what
seemed to be hours, I raised my
hand and said the most beautiftrì
words I had ever spoken, 'I would
like to be baptized.' At that moment such a peace filled my heart. I
finally was complete.
"One hour later, we were down
at the water's edge. On our way to
the baptism, I asked God if he
would somehow allow my father,
the late Bro. Augie D'Orazio, to be
present at my baptism. I asked God
to send a beam of light down from
the heavens so I might know he
was there. (The day was dark and
rainy.) As p¡âyer !¡r'as being offered
by the shore, Brothe¡ Jon Olexa
said he saw a light coming up from
out of me, even though his eyes
were closed. As he and I were
walking into the waters, he said to
me, 'It's just God, you, me, and the
spirit of your father.' (At this point
I had not mentioned to anyone
about my desire to have my father
the¡e.)
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"Bro. Jon baptized me, and
while we were coming out of the
water, Bro, Tony Vadasz came to
the edge of the water and asked if
we had seen the ìight. He said he
saw a sunbeam coming out of the
heavens as we walked into the
water and while Jon was baptizing
me. It left immediately afterward, I
soon found out that many, many
others at the wat¿r's edge saw the
same light. This wae such a blessing
for me to hear! Sister Rose Laessig
also had a vision, in which she saw
my name written up in the heavens.
She said it looked so beautiful.
What an undeserved honor this is
for me, to know that my name is
now written down in glory.
"Later, as Bro. David Cat¿lano
came towards us, he said he felt
heat radiating from Bro. Jon and
me, so he stepped away to see if it
had just gotten warmer, but when
he did so, he felt the cold again. He
then stepped forward and again felt
the warmth of God's presence. We
went back to chu¡ch, where I was
confirmed by my father-inlaw, Bro,
Leonard Benyola. The next morning
I woke up hearing a new song. This
time the song was Vi,ctory in
Jesuß!"

away from the glorious service we
had that day in Sterling Heights,
MI. Sister Ida Jenio celebrated her
60th anniversary in God's service
on March 2, and Bro. John Straccia
said in his remarks that it was

wonderful that she had been baPtized at such a young age and remained faithful all these years. The
most important decision we ma.ke in
life, he said, is to su¡render it to
Jesus.

Bro. John Buffa brought forth
the meesag€ today, saying how
Jesus loved little children bec¿use
of their innocence. He spoke on
how Nicodemus c8me to JeFus at
night and asked hov/ it was possible
for a man to be born again, and
Jesus told him he must be born of
water and of the Holy SPirit. Bro.
John said that ow natural birth is
only the beginning. As we grow
older, we must choose whom we
will se¡ve. We all are account¿ble
for our sins and will have to st¿nd
at the throne of God. OnlY those
covered by the grace of Christ wi
be saved.
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By Karun Manøinelli

Annlversary at Sterllng
Hte., Ml
Bg HøzeI Zoltek
Sunday, March 3, 1991 dawned
terrible day, with sleet covering our cars in the morning, But
the bad weathe¡ cor¡ld not take
as a

"Verily, verily, I say unto thee,

except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." Such
was the brief, but inspired mess&ge
of Bro. Tony Gerace ea^rly one Sunday morning, after which five souls
immediately expressed their desires
to change their lives, draw cloeer to
God, serve Him, be obedient to His
commandments, and be baptized.
Then the calì went out again to
anyone else who felt the Spirit of
God working upon his heart to let
Jesus in. To our great joy, one
more soul chose a life of walking

with the Lord.

Sls.

ldr Jenlo

The following Tuesday evening,
the teachers and elders met with
the six c¿ndidates to discuss the
faith and doctrine of the Church, as
well as other matters of import¿nce. Each one fully accepted the
beliefs and teachings of The Chu¡ch
of Jesus Christ. It was determined
that they wor¡ld be baptized on the
following Sunday.

Baptized into the Church on
Sunday, January 27, 1991 were:

Jeffrey Bork, Diana Parker, David
Parry, Anast¿cio Baez, R¿faela
Baez, and David Lopez.
After ou¡ new brothe¡s and
sisters we¡e confirmed, each expressed in their testimonies the joy
they felt, and how thankful they aJl
were that God led them to The
Church of Jesus Christ. They had
experienced the Spirit of God working on their hearts for some time,
and when they attended chu¡ch services their spirits convicted them,
telling them that this is the chuch
where they belonged, As they con'
tinued to seek the Lord, they
received blessings within their
homes, they s¿w their prayers being answered, and gome were even
healed of physical afflictions.
We thank God for all ou¡ new
brothers and sisters, and our prayer
is that God will continue to show
them wonderful manifest¿tions of
His Spirit.
Sist€r Rafaela Baez, Brother
Anastaaio Baez, and Brother David
Lopez are the fust fruits of the
work taking place in Detroit's Mexican Quarter, where the ministrY
and diligent memberg and friende of
the Inner City Branch hold
meetings every Sunday evening to
sing praises unto God and proclaim
the message of the Restored
Gospel. Thu¡sday evening classes
are held to teach Book of Mormon
lessons, and on Saturday mornings,
meetings are held to fast and pray
for the work there.
Many times, too afraid to enter
the building, R¿faela Baez would
listen to the brothere and sist€rs
singsng The Songs of Zion, as well
as other hymns, in Spanish as she
stood neü the door, Part of her
wantæd to enter and to join in with
the singing, but part of her said
"No." However, one day, suffering
from a terrible ea,rache, Rafaela
decided that no barrier would stoP
her from entering the meeting hall
to get anointed. Right after the
ministry prayed for her, she went
home, but turned right around and
went back to nraise the Lord and
thank Him toi tating away her
earache. She diligently attended the
meetings ever since.
(Contlnued on Page 10)
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INNER CITY conlinued
David Lopez, her son, was coming home from his church when he
saw his mother getting ready to go
somewhere. He asked her where
she ws going and she said, "To The
Çhu¡ch of Jesus Christ, the Miracle
Church!" David decided to walk her
there. As they neared the door, his
mother entreated him to go inside
with her, which he did. As he was

sitting there listening to the Gospel
being preached, he began to feel
the Spirit of the Lord tælling him
that this was where he belonged.
David had been searching for the
true Gospel for a long time.
Anastacio told of how he used
to see the brothers and sisters
gather at the meeting place so
often, and he would wonder why.
He would ask himself, "Aren't they
busy; don't they have work to do?"
Then God began to work upon his
heart. One night he dreamed that
he went to church, and that a
woman greeted him at the door and
said, "Welcome to The Chu¡ch of
Jesus Christ; you have found the

Truth."

Several days later, the first
time Anastacio visited the Sunday
morning service at the Inner City
Branch, that dream came to pass
when he was greeted by the same
woman, a sister in the Church, and
was told the very same words he
heard in his dream.
The Spirit of God has been
prevalent in many of the meetings
in Mexico Town, with visions being
seen, tongues being spoken and interpreted, dreams being had about
the work, and healings receiYed.
May God continue to bless this
work. Amenl

The best miracle of
my l¡fe
BE Dianø Parker

The Lord had been dealing with
me for a very long time regarding
my salvation. After having a
devastating experience at another
church a few years ago, I began to
ponder, "Which church?"
For the past year or so, this

question would a¡ise because I
knew the Lord wanted me, but
even more so, I knew lhat I n'eed.ed
HinL!
On Saturday morning I was
very heary in spirit. I had had
many terribìe experiences and my
Iife was headed toward eternal
damnation. I was tired and fed up
with everything Sat¿n had to offe¡.
It was time for a change, time to
be restored.
The Lord told me to go to
church with my mother (Sister
Beatryce). Five minutes later, at
the moment I was about to pick up
the phone and call her, my mother
c¿lled and invited me to her chu¡ch.
Bro. Jim Bork was being baptized that morning. îhe beautiful
experience of watching someone being baptized from the riverbank
was extremely moving, and the service that followed really touched my
heart.
From that time on, I would attend services every Sunday. After a
few Sundays had passed, my son
told me, "Mama, you're changingyou're going to join this chu¡ch. " I
answered, "No, I'm not. We're just
going to visit. I'm not ever joining
another church."
I still enjoyed the meetings, but
the Lord had more in store for me
than enjoyment. I began to feel a
void and a certain yearning to really give my life to Christ. Something
was definitely missing from my life.
The Lord is so good that He began
showing me things to let me know
that this is His True Chu¡ch. He
knows me, and He knows that all
too mâny times I have to "see it to
believe it."
One Tuesday night I attempted
to read The Book of Mormon. I
wasn't gaining any unde¡standing,
so I asked the Lo¡d to help me. He
immediately spoke, saying, "Go to
the beginning." I tüned the pages
back to the absolute beginning,
where Joseph Smith's experiences
are recount€d. I had never heard of
this young man or this story before.
The following evening, to my
surprise, they were showing a video
entitled, "The Restoration-The
Joseph Smith Story" at the
Wednesday meeting. Praise the
Lord, what a confirmationl I, just
like Joseph Smith, had been seeking
the true chu¡ch of God, Thank You,

Lord!

I have experienced many confîrmations from God since my initiaì
step to be restored. But the one
that stands out the most is when
the Lord showed me that Bro.
Eugene Amormino would baptize
me after he baptized Bro. Jeff
Bork.
The Sunday I finally sur¡ende¡ed my all to God was following His message delivered through
Bro. Tony Gerace: "Why wait?"
My response was, "I, too, have no

reason to wait." Six of us came
forth that blessed day.
The week that followed was the
longest of my life. Various doubts
and fears came into my mind from
everywhere. I was worried about
suffering ill effects from being immersed during the cold winter
weather (I suffer from heart
disease), and certain temptations of
the world kept coming up in my
mind, But thank God, I was ready
when the day came, and neither
bad weather, a snow storm, a blizzard, nor even Sat¿n could keep me
away from tbe water's edge!
It uas fteezing that day. After
a song, a prayer, and a confession
of repentance, Bro. Eugene announced that he wor¡ld be baptizing
Jeff Bork and myself. praise the
Lord! Our brother took us by the
arms and we walked out onto the

ice, which was approximately ten
inches thick. There must have been
about 100 brothers and sisters
there, and everyone walked out on-

to the ice.
When my feet touched the
wâter, my first thought was, "Oh,
this 'ús cold!" What really amazed
me, though, was that the river bottom in that watery greve was so
soft. It felt so good to my feet-like
a blanket of comfort. I closed my
eyes and began to take deep
breaths (thinking of my heart condition), and Bro. Eugene baptized me.
Aftærwards, the sisters threw
several blankets around me in an
attempt to help dry and warrn me.
Immediately I began to praise God,
thanking Him for taking my sins
away, thanling Him for allowing
me to come to Him. I praised Him
loud and clear, looking up to the
heavens because I bnøw what I was
leaving behind me in that grave,
Suddenly I felt the radiance of

June, 1991
God's presence upon me. I could no
longer feel the brisk cold wind, or
even the dampness of the cìothing I

wore. All I felt was warmth. I was
not coldl Repentance, faith, and
belief led me into that grave and
faith, belief, and God brought me
out.

Blessed be the name of the
Lord! I thank God for Jesus, and I
thank Jesus for each of you, my
new b¡others and sisters. I love the
Lord; He is tmly "Àll the World to
Me."

Ordlnallon ln Anahelm, CA

_ March 3, 1991, was a great day
for us at the Anaheim Branch,
B¡other John DiBattist¿ was ordained an elder. God manifested
Himself to us that day by visions
and by dreams, some of which we¡e
recorded prior to his ordination. Visions were also seen dwing the ordination, The Lord gave a message
to a sister to deliver to Bro. John:
"Walk without fear, for I will be
there with you, always by your side
to help you when you need Me,
because I chose you to be a light on
the earth and to-preach My G'ospel
wherever you may be."
B¡o. John was anointed and ordained by Bro. Joseph Lovalvo, an
apostle from Modesto, California.
Afterward, he was surrounded by
his family and many others who
wanted to show their love for Bro.
John. Siste¡ Caryl DiBattista requested prayer, that God might be
with her as she holds up the arms
of her husband, We had visitors
from many different branches in attendance that day, and were
blessed by their love. Bro. John
mentioned in his testimonv how
much it meant to him. Sisì Lucy
and Bro. Tony DeCaro sang a
beautiful hymn, Who WiLl Wark in
Mg Finlds?
A beautiful luncheon was served
for Brother John and his familv
and
-for
all of the saints gathered here
this special day,

A MESSAGE continued
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communion, everyone sang liret
Loue, during which the apostles
went forth into the congregation to

out as experts, and when they
begin walking, they do fall down.
But with their father's and their
mother's encourag€ment and help
they keep on trying; they don't give
up, and eventually most of that
food goes into the mouth, and those
steps become more and more sure.
Your Heavenly Father and your
spiritual mother (the Church) are
willing and able to encourage you
and help you in the very same \À'ay.
Don't ever lose sight of that!
Welcome to the family of God.
You are standing at the threshold
of an exciting life indeed, that of
following Jesus. Walk in love and
by faith as you follow in His
footsteps, asking yourself in eaeh
and every situation and before every
decision you make, "What would
Jesus do?" Then do it, and your life
will abound with joy!
"lGlreater is he that is in you,
than he that is in the wo¡ld"
(I John 4:4). "[B]e strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his
might" (Ephesians 6:10).

embrace the brothers, sisters, and
friends gathered there.
Bro. Jim Lovalvo spoke to us
about the resulte that follow love.
He said that Pet¿r was later questioned by Jesus, who kept asking,
"Lovest thou Me?" Bro. Jim said
that when Christ heard Pete¡'s affirmative response, He commanded
him to "Feed My sheep." Our
brothe¡ concluded by encowaging
the Church to feed mankind with
love by way of the Gospel.
In his closing rema¡ks, Bro. Joe
Lovalvo told the saints to always be
a lively group. He said that through
Jesus Christ, we had become alive,
and we must continue to present
ourselves and the Gospel with this
lively spirit. The congregation was
encouraged to tell others the good
news of Jesus Christ and His
Chu¡ch. We in the Southeast
District were very much blessed
and are thankful to God for this
visit by the Quorum of Twelve

APOSTLES conlinued

GREETINGS continued

Dominic elaborated on the human
emotion that Peter experienced as
his discouragement following his
denial of Christ overwhelmed him
to bitter tears. Bro. Thomas concluded by speaking of our own
discouragements, that we must
utilize the same souÌce that Peter
did to overcome his pain, that
source being Jesus Christ.
B¡0. Bob Watson followed, encouraging the Chu¡ch to stay focused on God in order to endu¡e all

that life offers. He told the congregation to "eat, drink, and Bleep
The Church of Jesus Chdst." He
explained that the work is still the
same as it was in the days of
Peter: Telling otàers ¿bout Jesus
Christ and His Gospel,
Bro. Joe Lovalvo, presiding
over the meeting, felt directed to
observe the Lord's Supper at this
time. A wonderfr¡l and peaceful
spirit enveloped the congregation as
communion was passed, Following

Apostles.

.

.

to us, "For me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain," and frnally, "I have
fought a good fight, I have finished
my course, I have kept the faith. "
What a glorious finalel
In 1960, while visiting Rome,
my niece Giuseppina LaFata took
me to the prison where Paul spent
his final days. Today it is called

Castel Sant'Angelo. îo enter, we
had to bow almost to our knees. As
,¡,¡e stood still, looking at the inscriptions on the wall, I could
¡emember Paul writing to Timothy

by way of Luke, the beloved physician: "Only Luke is with me" (II
Tim. 4:11).
I asked Giuseppina, "If you
were in this room for five days,
what would be your thoughts?"
She became very calm; tears
ran freely, then she said, "Death,
Uncle Ma¡co."
"lVhat kind of people were the
saints?" she asked.
(Contlnued on Page 12)

t2

June, 1991
thus concluded that to "TaP the
Sou¡ce" is to ask and to receive

GREETINGS conllnued

"Thôy were touched of God." I

from God.

answered.
How ¿bout you, reader? Are

you touched of God?

If not, then

seek to be,
God bless you,

Mark Randy

CAMPOUT '91

cont¡nued .

.

force draws men into the GosPel.
Bv the close of the c¿mp, I can
spe.li for many in saYing that the
biessings of God were truly evident
in our midst. I feel as Mormon did
in Ether 12, that words are insufficient to adequately relatæ the true
snirit that permeated thie camp. I
a'nr convinced beyond doubt that
these "sightings," these manifest¿tions of the presence of God, were
a direct resr¡it of the continued
dedication of the saints in the
Southeast Area (and elsewhere)
towards the request for a weeklong
vigil of fasting and PraYer. It is

MOC REPORT contlnuod
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recent venture funded bY the
DMOC, is on Station WELK in
Elkins. West Virginia. Brother
Frammolino is in charge, assisted
bv Brothers Lawson, Pauì Ciotti,
Man"r. Phone calls and visitors
"äd
indicate that PeoPle in both
Iocalities are listèning and respond-

ing to the invitations which are
"slven.
B""¿use Clairton, PennsYlvania,
a mission in our district, has onlY
two elders, brothers from four
branches (Aliquippa, Glassport, Imnerial. and McXees Rocks) Pariicipaie in a rotation schedule the
firsì Sundav of each month. The
assisLance frovided is welcomed
and greatly apPreciated.
Brother David Nolfì of the
Classnort Branch recentlY began
visiting the Soup Kitchen in
McKeesport, where the very Poor
are fed. With helP from a tew

Children Blessed

brothers and sisters, Bro. David attemnts to show the love of God bY
sharing testimonies, songs' scrip'
tures, and prayers as the opportunities allõw. Recently, many from
the Kitchen visited the GlassPort
Branch for a special evening
meetins which featured our Mex'
ican brãthers ând sisters from Tiiuana. who were visiting Pennäylvania over April Conference
weekend.

Activities in the district have in-

cluded door-to-door camPaigns,
fund-raising drives, and Gospel Concerts. As a continuing activitY, we
have planned four SundaY evening
meetings to be held in various
branches during this Year.

Preachins. testimonies, singing,
teachins,"and fellowship will be enioved. fhe first meeting was held

äñ tUay ¡, highlighting the areas of
involvement õf the DMOC. Our goal
is to keep all members well informed of our endeavors.
A special thank You is extended
to all the brothers, sisters, and
friends who particiPate in all our
district missionary efforts in any
wav. Their able and willing
ass'istance is indisPensable.

daughter of the late Bro. Henry and Sis' Viola
Johnson.

Services were conducted by

On December 23, 1990, Jenna Marie Thompson,
dauEhter of Brett and Dana (Bilsky) Thompson,
was"blessed in the Roscoe, PA Branch by Bro'
Iames Abbott.

Bro. Elmer Santilli blessed Joshua Anthony
Kline. son of David and Angie KÌine, at the Perry,
Ohio branch on April 21, 1991.
Danieìle Marie Chepanoske was blessed by ìersrandfather, Bro. Williàm Chepanoske, on Apriì 28'
I99t. i.r thu Monongahela, PA Branch. Her parents
are Anthony and Andrea Chepanoske.

OBITUARIES
We utish to eÍpress oul' sArnpathA

to

-thos-e-that
n orø the tois of luued' õrws. MaE God' bl¿ss

^on
and, comfort

gou-

CARRIE MAE KELLER
Sister Carrie Mae Kelle¡ of the Vanderbilt, PA
Branch died on January 13, 1991' She was the

Bro

Lawrence

Kins.
-- '-'Our

sister leaves behind her husband, Ralph'
fou"-sois, ,na one brother, Bro. George.Johnson of
phãenix. AZ. Sis. Carrie was much loved by her
*unà.níat"n, friends, and brothers and sisters in
i¡" Co.o"l. Hãr belief and faith in the Restoration
were aí exceìlent exâmple to all.

LOTTIE BENTZ
Sister Lottie Bentz of the VanderbiÌt PA
Branch passed away on March 19' t99l'
Serv'ices were cbnducted by Brothers James
and Richard Lowther.
KinE
-Affectionatelv
kno\.vn to all of us as "Granny
n"nt".;' .tte leaväs behind one daughter and a
nut!åt of grandchildren and step'grandchildren De
Grann.y was a soft-spoken, quiet sister and vr'tll
sadly missed bY all.

Volume 47, No.
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gave a brief history of the mission,

Dedication at Saline, Michigan

from the "early days" of life in
Saline to the present (See accom-

By Garg L Carlini
Sunday, November 4, 1990 is a
day that will long be remembered
¡by the saints at the Saline,
Michigan Mission. This long-awaited
day was made to give God all honor
and glory as we dedicated our new
church building.
Our hearts were overflowing at
the sight of the huge tu¡nout of
brothers, sisters, family, and friends

that c¿me to share this special day
with us. Visiting membe¡s of the
priesthood included Brothers

panying article).

that all who passed by worlld be
able to see and feel that this is The
Church of Jesus Christ.
The children opened the service
by singing three selections: 77¿ts 1s
GotJ,'s Høuse, Whnt Jog It Is To
'lVarshíp Here, and I Am th,e
Church. The choir then followed,
with a song enlilled Bl,ess Tkis
House. Alter an ensemble of siste¡s
sang a medley o1 Li,ght Your WørId'
and Our Church, Bro, Gary Carlini

Bro. Peter Buffa, representing
the mission's board of trustees, was
the next speaker. He st¿ted that
when the land was first purchased,
it was the desire of the Buff¿ ¿nd
Morle families to donate a portion
of their land to the Church, with
the dream that one day there wouÌd
be a little chu¡ch for the saints in
Saìine. Bro. Pete also expressed
how grateful he was to the trustees
(Contlnued on Page 3)

Dominic Thomas, Gorie Ciaravino,
Nicholas Pietrangelo, Joseph
Calabrese, Joseph Ross, Àlex Gentile, Peter Scolaro, Louis Vitto, Anthony Lovalvo, Leonard Lovalvo,
Daniel Parravano, and Kerry
Carlini.
To begin, Presiding Elder Jim
Cotellesse related that long before
this dedication day, the Lord was
always with us, directing us and
blessing us as a mission. Bro. Jim
also expressed a special thanks to
Brother Querino (Reno) Bologna,

our "patriarch" elder, for his efforts in making the Saline Mission
become a reality. Bro. Jim then
rsked Bro. Joseph Calabrese to offer the dedicatory prayer. In his
prayer, Brother Joe asked that the
hard labors of the saints would now
bring lights from heaven above to
shine down upon the building, so
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A Bdef Hlstory ol lhe
Sallne Mlsslon
By Kerry ond, Gary Cørlirui

It all startÆd back in the sPring

of 1978, when a dozen or so
families, then cur¡ent members of
Detroit, Michigan Branch #2, moved
west, from Detroit's southwest
suburbs to the countryside
southwest of the college town of
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Seeking the
quieter lifestyle of the country, this
was the beginning of "life in
Saline."
Soon the pastoral landscape was
dotted with temporary living
quarters as homes were being busily constructed. When they weren't
busy working into the night on
their houses, the saints would often
gather over coffee and goodies,
sharing friendship and heartY
Iaughter. Living in an environrnent
surrounded exclusively by the saints
brought about a certain feelíng of
security and well-being. Always,
one could find a helping hand,
friendly conversation, or needed
words of encouragement. Oftimes,
the whole g¡oup would rally
together to tackle the more serious
problems and triaìs we encountered.
With our individual homes completed, the dream of the families
was to now build a much greater
"Home" for the saints. A house
dedicated to God-ou¡ little countryside church. Back in those earlY
days, we first met on Wednesday
nights in the homes of the saints.
We called it "Family Room
Church"; the year was 1981.
Regarding the next event, we
would like to quote the writings of
then-District Historian, Brother
Frank Morle:
"On Januray 10, 1982, the
Distúct Officers, consisting of
P¡esident Spencer Everett,
tr'irst Counselor Carl Frammoìino, and Second Counselor
Leonard A. Lovaìvo, met in
the home of Brother JosePh
and Siste¡ Virginia Carlini
with members of Branch 2 in
Allen Park, Michigan who
lived in the Saline area. The
purpose of this meeting was to
organize a new mission in the

Saline area. Since the new
mission was to have two
elde¡s, it would become an
Ðstablished Mission under the

district. Brother Reno BoÌogna
would be presiding elder, and
Brother Frank Morle would be
his counselor."

At the February,

1982 District

Conference, the district aPProved
the Est¿blished Mission in Saline
and recommended to the General
Chu¡ch Conference that theY do so
as well. In April, 1982, the Saline
Mission was approved by General
Conference.
Our first offìcial SundaY service
was held on April 26, 1982, in the

York Township Hall. The availability of thie building for our use was
mainlv a result of the efforts of
Bro. Þeter Buffa, who prevailed
upon the township to rent us the
building. To our surprise, Bro. Pete
reDorted that we would incur no
co'st in using the building for Sundav Services!
" Earlv on in the mission's existence åme the a\rtareness that
monies would be needed to erect a
church building. Starting with one
and a half ac¡es donated to the mis'
sion from the Buffa-Morle parcel of
land, the group of saints moved ftrll
steam ahead in undertaking activities to both raise moneY and
promote the Gospel of Jesus Christ'
in the vears to come, involvement
in fundiaisers such as spaghetti din'
ners, coupon refunding, bake sales,
newspaper articles, corn roasts,
bike-a-thons, and our famous
Christmas Parade floats all became
a way of life for the mission's
members.

It was late in the fall of 1983
that the mission encountered its
flrst stormv trial. The news that
our elder, Ëro. Frank Morle, had
been diagnosed with cancer
delivered a sledgehammer blow to
our prouD. Bro. Frank would eventualli suôcumb to that dreadful
diseäse on January 1, 1985. To the
end of his life, however, he never
lost síeht of the glory, Power, and
ìove of his Lord and Savior, nor of
his love and devotion toward the
Church.
On April 29, 1988, the mernbershio voted and decided that the
tinie had come for us to build a

church building of our own, The
mission trustees spent tbe summer
months making preparations for
construction, and on Sept'ember 30,
1988, the mission held its ground.
breaking ce¡emony. Standing in
that cornJ'ield along with the mission members was official represent¿tion from the General Church and
the Michigan-Ontario District.
Construction began in earnest
the following spring, in MBy of
1989. Finally, the dream was
becoming a reality! The "day shift"
consisted of our three retired
brothers, Peter Bu.ffa, the crew
boss; Reno Bologna, who forgot all
about his age; and Joe Carlini,
following in the footsteps of his
father, Bro. Emil. Ever faithful in
he¡ consistent presence, Sis.
Eleanor Buffa lent her support in
providing food, running errands,
and occasionally directing the crew
boss. The rest of the members,
coming home from their daytime
jobs, devoted their evenings and

(contlnued on Page 11)

Note of Thnnlß
Dear Brothers and Sisters:

\{e would like to exPress our
sincere thanks and gratitude for all
the caÌds, gifts, and flowers sent
from all over the Church to our
daughter, Bobbi Jo, after her bike
accident. Above all, we would like
to thank you for all your many
prayers.
The doctors have given us no
hope for the eyesight in her left eye
to return, but we know that with
God all things are possible. Bobbi
Jo is getting stronger daily, both
mentally and physically.
We are so thankful that the
Lord extended our daughter's life
and allowed her to be with us
longer. We know that the situation
couìd have been worse.

We ask that you continue to
pray for her, that God will give her
ihe strength to endure whatever HP
has planned for her.
May God bless you all.
Sis. Judi (Giovannone)
Gensburg and Family

& Bart
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50th Anniversary
For her fiftieth year in the
Church, the Anaheim, CA B¡anch
added Sis. Helen Stroud's name to
the plaque kept in the vestibule of
our Church, and she was given a
personal plaque as a reminder of
her fifty years of serving the Lord.
Sister Helen has served the Chu¡ch
faithfully for these many years
through its growth and development in Bell, California. She
transferred to the Anaheim Branch
on July 11, 1973. We have enjoyed
her fellowship and testimony
through the years she has served
God with us. She is now 85 years of
age and is still praising God. This is
her testimony:

"Two little girls who went to
the same school became very good
friends. One was named Harriet
Stroud and the other was named
Norma Kennedy, As so often happens, the parents of these two little
girls became friends, too. Living on
the same street in Cìeveland, Ohio,
we visited each other often. This
was in 1937.
"Times were very hard then,
and Mr. Stroud had been laid off
and had no work. I, Mrs. Helen
Stroud, began to tell Mrs. Kennedy
about our problems and the lack of
help from the people of the church I
had been attending. I had gone to
many different churches, and at
this time, I was very disheartened
with all of them. None had come
forward to give any aid or comfort.
"Mrs. Kennedy began to tell me
about a church where the ministers
did not get paid, and where the
people loved one another. She told
me that the church was called The
Church of Jesus Christ. I thought
that sounded very good, and I was
eager to hear mo¡e. I was told
about the Book of Mormon, and
found no objections to it. M¡s. Kennedy tøught me how to pray and
ask God to show me if this was the
True Church.
"I was anxious to hea¡ what
God would say, so I prayed, and
reard God speak to me, asking,
"Are your bands in the right position?" I did not understand this,
and asked Mrs. Kennedy if she
knew what it meant. Mrs. Kennedy

felt that God was asking me if I
was in the right place to accept this
church. There was no branch or
mission in the Cleveland area to
take me to, so Mrs. Kennedy just
continued to witness to me.
"One evening, four years later,
Brothers Rocco Biscotti and Charles
Ashton came to visit the Kennedys.
I was now living with my family
upstairs from the Kennedys, andwas invited dow¡ to meet them. As
soon as I did, I saw something different about these men. I saw a
glow about Bro. Biscotti's face, and
he appeared to be as an angel of
God. We were informed that
meetings were being heìd on
Wednesday nights for the saints in
that area, and we were invited to
come. There had been some saints
in Cleveland for some time, but the
Kennedys had never known about
them.
"I was very aruious to meet
these people of God that I had been
hearing so much about. I knew that
I wanted to belong to this church,
We attended the next Wednesday
night, and there was such a strong
Spirit of God there that I stood on
my feet and asked to be baptized.
Arrangements were made to baptize me the following Sunday,
February 13, 1941.
"My husband, Ben Stroud, went
to visit Bro. Rocco Biscotti and
after talking with him he made the
decision to be baptized with me. I
did not know about this until the
morning of our baptism. Needless
to say, I was overjoyed. The
weather was very cold and Lake
Erie had frozen over, so they had
to break the ice. On that day we
became Brother and Sister Stroud.
We were baptized and confirmed by

Sls. Hôlen Slroud

Bro, Rocco Biscotti.
"In August oI 1944, we moved
to California and resided in
Downey. The Chu¡ch had not been
est¿blished in California as yet. My
husband wrote to Bro. Rocco
Biscotti, asking if there were any
other members of the Chu¡ch in
California. He was informed that an
elder, Bro. Rocco Meo, was living
near Riverside. We cont¿cted him,
and soon he bought a home in Los
Angeles where he could hold
meetings. That was the beginning
of the Church in the Los Angeles
atea."

In 1946, Sister Helen was ordained a deaconess by Bro. Rocco
Meo. She was set aside by the
washing of feet by Sis. Louise
DiBattista from San Diego. In
honor of her fifty years of service,
a beautiful luncheon was served for
Sister Helen, her famíly, and all the
visito¡s and brothers and sisters
from the branch who c¿me to
celeb¡ate her special day with her.
Incidentally, Mrs. Kennedy, who
introduced Sis. Helen to the
Church, later became Sister Eveþ
Perdue. What a missionary she
was!!

DEDICATION conllnued

..

.

and members of the mission for the
Iong hours of hard labo¡ that were
required to make this dream a

reality.
General Chu¡ch President Bro.
Dominic Thomas spoke next, admonishing us, if we want to
dedic¿te our Church to His honor
and glory, to be serious in ou¡ service to God! The "House of God"
cannot be used in an inappropriate
way. It behooves us as the people
of God to be a modest people,
always showing reverence to God.
Bro. Dominic related how
Solomon's temple was dedicated in
a sacred and powerful way. The
scriptures describe how God blessed
the people and gave them what
they needed. Likewise, this "house"
is to be used for holy ordinances: sâcrament, blessing of
children, prafng for the afflicted,
(Continued on Page 1l)
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and sisters and friends of the
Church in Guatemala. By Wednesday, we had made over 15 visits,
beginning early in the morning and

going until late at night.
ESPECIALLY BLESSED

The Wednesday night service
was especially blessed. The text of

lrip to Guatemala Mission
May, 1991
Bg Frank Ciotti, Chairman, Pacific Coast DMOC

My wife, Sister Shari, and i arrived in Guatemala ìate in the evening on May 17, 1991. We had come
at a good time, because there were
three baptisms planned for the next
dav.

'

E"".yo.re gathered at Church
about ?:00 a.m. the next morning,
from where the membershiP travelled to the baptismal site in a
rented bus. The trip to the Lago de
los Pinos is about one and one half
hours. The three persons to be baPtized were Luis and Maria Cristina
Villato¡o, and Zoila Rojos.
The baptism service was
beautiful! The laying on of hands
for the reception of the Hoìy Ghost
followed at the waters. Bro. Luis
was baptized by Bro. Luis Marroquin and confirmed by Bro. Isidro
Dominguez. I had the honor of baPtizing the other two and of confirming Sister Zoila. Bro. Marroquin
confirmed Sister Cristina.

ultimately st¿nds before God to be
judged by the deeds done in this
life. The Books of God were
enumerated, including the Book of
Life, and Saturday evening's
message was tied in as the means
of preparation. There were about
60 people in attendance.
We began Monday morning in
nraver at ?:30 a.m. After a
beairtit l season of prayer, I was insnired to embrace both Brothers
Iåidro Dominguez and Luis Marroouin at the same time. At that moirent, Bro. Isidro felt another set of
arms embrace all three of us. There
was a wonderful feeling of love and
unitv.
bn Monday we also began our
visits to lhe homes of the brothers

the sermon was I John 4:4, regarding the power of God that is in us
which gives the victory not only in
this life but also when we stand
before the judgment bar of God.
After the service closed about
9:00 p.m., a sister asked for prayer.
She was suffering from intestinal
problems and had pains in the abdominal area. During the prayer,
the pain was removed. A powerful
spirit was manifested, and one Per'
son after another came forth for
prayer.
Bro. Nuyo saw a vision of the
Three Nephites. When we were
praying for Sis. Zoila Rojos, one of
the personages put his hand on top
of the hands of the ministry as we
prayed. The other hand he lifted in
the air and held up a book with
golden edges. At that moment, Bro.
Isidro felt another hand placed on
the ministry's hands.
As the night went on, a sPecial
request wâs made to have me offer
a prayer on behalf of the Seed of
Joseph. As we all knelt in prayer,
our supplícation was that Christ
(Continued on Page 11)

F]RST EVANGELISTIC SERVICE

That evening (SaturdaY), the

first evangelistic service of our trip
was held. The text for the sermon
was from III Nephi 15:9-10, the
theme of the message being Look-

ing unto Jesus, tbe Author and
Finisher of our faith, keePing all
the commandments which Christ
taught, and enduring to the end in
order to receive eternaì life.
The text for the SundaY morning sermon was Revelations
20:11-15, concerning the preParation needed as each person

Gualemalan slders Domlnguez (lell) 8nd Marroquln (rlght) wlth Frank Clolti and
thrge now converls,
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In this month's Children's Corner, Sister Jan taìks to he¡ readers about saying
"no," and mcaning it, when confronted with the temptations they encounter each
day to drift from the ways of the Lord. While her column is directed toward
younger readers, the subject of meaning what we say-and knowing the reasons
why-is something to which we all can relate, regardless of our age.

In teaching right from wrong (or anything, for that matter) to young children,
we are certain to hear them ask, "Why?". Our answer to their first "why," furthermore, will likely be followed by the same question again. I believe God put
children on this earth so we might realize the importance ofknowing the røa-soræ
behind what we're doing and safng-so that we can do it with meaning.
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We usually become fmstrated by the time a child asks his

fifth or sixth "why"

(as soon as we become uncomfort¿bly aware that we aren't so sure ourselves of

the reasons behind our actions and beliefs). To avoid probing deeper for the
answers ourselves, or to avoid the humiliation of honestly admitting that we don't
know, we can bring the discussion to a convenient close with a "Because I said
so," or "Don't ask so many questions." In the long run, however, the thinking
child will recognize our lack of reasoning, and will place less and less value on
our beìiefs, opinions, and convictions. Without the strength of reasoning, it no
longer matters whether we're right or wrong-the child will reject our beliefs in
favor of learning for himself, regardless of the cost.
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As servants of the Lord Jesus Ch¡ist, we go through our daily lives choosing good
over evil, righteousness over sin, the ways of the Lord over the devilish natu¡e
of the flesh. As we do so, we are challenged from time to time by nonbelievers
who ask us to give reasons fo¡ what we believe and do. If the only answers we
can give are, "Bec¿use that's the way we do it in ow church," or "It's against
our religion," can we honestly expect anyone (including our children) to place any
value on our opinions and beliefs, or to desire to know more about the Chwch?

While it's true that we in The Church of Jesus Christ possess the Truth of the
Resto¡ed Gospel, we can still flnd ourselves feeling uncomfortable-shaken-by
persistent questions that we cannot answer. Even more frustrating is the fact
that we cân't conveniently stop someone who's interested-for whatever reasonfrom asking those difficult "why" questions. Clearly, in these instances, it isn't
so much the Truth that cannot stand up to questioning, but rathe¡ it's our
undÊrstand,ing of the Truth that is lacking. If we don't ask these questions
ourselves, we'll never be able to answer them fo¡ others. And while it's the Spirit
and the Love of God that draws sincere souls to Christ, we can only help people
to understand the Gospel to the extent that we understand it ou¡selves.
hatñng theTruth does not make you a successful servant of God. lt's krnw'
i¿g the Truth-appìying it in your life and having a purpose for all that you do
in your service to Him-that frees you from the "Don't ask questions" kind of
thinking and makes you ''ready always to give an a,nswer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope thât is in you" (I Peter 3:15).
Jtust
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The

Children's
Corner
BE Jøn Ste'inrock

Dear Boys and Girls,

Did you know that serving
Christ will ma.ke you stronger than
your friends who do not serve
Christ? Not only can God
strengthen or heal your body, but
He also will make you stronger
inside.

You will learn how to say "no"
it when someone tries to
talk you into something that is
wrong. If all of your friends decide
to do the wrong thing and you feel
confused, you can ask Jesus what to
do. It will only take you a second to
and mean

cry out in your heart to the Lord.
You can say, "Lord, help me!
Lord, this is wrong; help me to saY
And if your friends try to talk

you into the wrong decision or act
like they hate you for not going
along, you can pray. You can tell
Jesus you are lonely. You can pray
and ask God to send you a new
good friend who will not do wrong
things. You can ask God to protect
you from those who might hurt you.

It is really, reo,Lly hard' to be

FORM

kind to someone who has treated
you or is treating you badly. Our
human side wants to be hateful t
back towards anyone who is hateful
to us. If someone says mean things
about us, we '.vant to be hateful
back to them.
Our human side wants us to
return hate for hate, a hit for a hit.
Our human side wants to get
revenge for everything mean or
unkind that is done to us.
Can you imagine how Sat¿n
wins when we give in to our human
side? For every bad thing that happens, he'd like to see another bad
thing returned. Picture a long chai¡
of hate just getting longer and
longer, each link hooked to another
link of hate.
Then picture Jesus' way. Jesus
taught us to return good for evil.
He wants us to be peacemakers. He
said in Matthew 5:44"45, "Love
your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you,
and pray for them which despiteful"
Iy use you, and persecute you; that
ye may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven."
He Wants us to break hatechains. When someone does
something rotten o¡ cruel, he wants
you to forgive them and pray for
them.

aged

I,

(smart kid's age)

(smart kid's name)
have successfully

put this verse of God's word in my heart:

That way the hate-chain gets
broken, That way Satan loses
power. Every time you return good

for evil, evil loses some of its
pol.ver.

Jesus spoke in Matthew 7:7,
"Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you."
So when you need the power to

Bible
Book of Mormon

Signature: Presiding Elder or Teacher
Please send my Power Words prize to:

St¡eet Address

City

State

Zip Code

Date

break hate-chains, ask Jesus. Jesus
will give you strength to stand up
fo¡ what is right. Jesus will comfort
you when evil people leave you out.
Jesus will give you new good
friends.
Your memory verse for this
month is Matthew 7:7. So far we've
had smart kids putting memory
verses in their minds from Windsor,
Canada; Edison, New Jersey;
Lakeside, Arizona; and Glassport,
Pennsylvania. I know there are
great teachers and wonderful
child¡en out there who also need to
put God's word in your heart. For

(Cont¡nued on Page 7)
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Our Women Toda

Genaro, and Letti Obradovich.
After lunch we went into four dif-

Three Days of Light

Southeast Area Ladies' Retreat
Bg Jud,A Qrazios'i

After six months of careful
thought, planning, and prayer, the
Southeast Area Ladies' Retreat
finally began on Friday, May 3 at
the Ramada Hotel in 1{est Palm
Beach, Florida. Words cannot express the amount of work and love
tbat our director, Sister Nancy
DiFede, put into every last detail of
every event. God inspired Sis. Nancy with our theme, "You Can Light
Up Your Life with HIS Help," and
she wrote special lyrics to the tune
of You L'íght Ur: Ma Life for lhe
sisters to sing, which we did many
times over as we focused on
ourselves in the role of wives,
mothers, children of God, sisters,
and friends.
As we arrived at the hotel, we
received our welcome packets,
name tags, and a box of homemade
cookies baked by Sisters Peggy
Benyola and Carmela Mazzeo. The
hotel provided a hospitality reception at the beginning of the retreat,
where we were able to welcome
each other and immediately forget
the hurdens of the world we left
behind. We had visito¡s from
Arizona, Michigan, Kentucky, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, and Georgia. We were truly
a collection of women from all
walks of life, but when we came

CHILDREN'S CORN ER conllnued...
teachers of sixth grade, young
adults, and older, your classes
should write me as soon as they
have memorized Galztians 5:22-23,

the fruit of the Spirit.
I'm looking forward to hearing
from all of you.

With care,
Sister Jan

together, we all felt equal as the
children of God and sisters in The
Church of Jesus Christ.
Friday night our song leader,
Sis. Lori Monaghan, taught us some
new songs, and then we heard an
opening address from Sis. Nancy
DiFede, inviting us to open our
minds and hearts to each other.
Next came a keynote speech by Sis.
Shirley Paxon on "friendship." A
panel discussion entitled "What's
the Diffe¡ence?" followed,
moderated by Sis. Judy Graziosi.
This discussion focused on how very
diffe¡ent people can be because of
the problems or círcumst¿nces in
their individual lives or the diverse
backgrounds from which they came.
The goal of the discussion was to
promote understanding and empathy for those going through difficult times, who feel alone, or are
the only member of their family in
the Church. It was an emotional
time of honest sharing and caring
that got the weekend off to the
right start. VVe truly felt closer in
the love of Christ after sharing
these inner feelings.
Saturday was a day for making
new friendships and learning to feel
better about ou¡selves, We enjoyed
four keynote speakers, Sharon
Staley, Marie Cihomsky, Alyse

MBA
Program in VandeÈilt, PA
The Vanderbilt, PA Local MBA

sponsored a program on April 5,
1991 and invited the Pennsylvania

Area membe¡s to attend. The
theme was "America, the Choice
Land."
The program involved the
younger members reading scrip-

ferent workshops on Enriching
You¡ Life in You¡ Role As a Wife,
a Mother, a Sister and Friend, and
As a Child of God.
Saturday evening consisted of a
formal dinner, followed by a piano
recital by Dr. Susan Joyce, who
presented three selections from the
works of the composer Frederic
Chopin. Then Sisters Lori
Monaghan and Terri Benyola got us
together for a fun evening where
we shared stories, pictures, and a
musical look at the joys of
motherhood.
Sunday morning we had a
church service at the hotel, with
Brothers Dennis Moraco and Ken
Staley conducting the service. Upon
opening the service, all 70 of us
joined hands, and as we did, we experienced the Spirit of God like
electricity flowing from one to the
other. It was a beautiful service of
preaching, testimony, and song,
after which our brothers administered,the Lord's Supper.
General Ladies' Uplift Circle
President Arline Whitton, Area
President Sharon Sta.ley, and A¡ea
Vice President Susan Moraco spoke
a few closing words, and brought
our retreat to an end. It was difficult to describe our feelings in
parting from this sweet communion
of spirit. But after that beautifuì
three-day weekend of 'light,' we
were ready to return to our
families, branches, and jobs, much
stronger in the love of God and
refreshed a.fter the time we spent
together.

tu¡es from the Book of Mormon
and the Bible, relating how God
prepared this land, the American
continent, as a promised land, a
choice land, a ìand above all others
Songs were sung by several of the
saints to blend in with the theme.
Afterward, pizza and. pop were
enjoyed by all. It was an evening
well spent, and we are looking forward to the next time. A video of
this program is available. Anyone
interested may contact Richard
King.
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Branch and Mission News
News flom Grcensburg, PA
Once again, the members of the
Greensburg Branch have been
blessed

with God's goodness and

mercy.

On March 14, 1991, Mark Luffy
entered the hospital to undergo
surgery to remove â growth in his
shoulder. Ma¡k and his family were
quite discouraged, because three
years ago Ma¡k was diagnosed as
having Hodgkin's Disease, but at

that time felt that God had healed
him of this affliction. Now, he and
his family were worried that the
cancer had returned. The members
of our branch were asked to
remember Mark in our prayers.
To remove the gror.th, it was
necessary for the doctors to make a
l0-inch ìong incision that was five
inches deep. His mother, Sister
Daun, testified that lat¿r that same
day, Mark was walking around, had
no need for the pain killers he was
offered, and was asking for a
regular meal as opposed to the
¡estricted diet. And on March 15,
one day later, Mark left the
hospitall Test results showed the
tumor to be benign.
"How Can I Euer Suffidmtlg
Pruise Him?"-what an appropriate
song for the members of the
Greensburg Branch as the Lord has
once again carried us through
another of life's trials.
We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank those that
have visited with us in Greensburg.
On March 17, 1991, Bro. John Ali
from Glassport spoke to us on the
high technology that God has allowed us to experience and enjoy
during our lifetime, However, we
must be very careful how we use
this technology-that we use it to
the benefit and glory of God.
'We
were bìessed to have many
visitors with us on Sunday, March
24, 1.991. Among our visitors were
Bro. Tom and Sis. Tava Jones and
Bro. Bruce and Sis. Danielle Picciuto from the Atlanta, GA Mission
and Sis. Lana (Fallavoìlitti)
Anspacher from Maryland. Bro.
Tom gave an inspirational talk,

discussing the difference between
"sight" and "insight." Bro. Tom
began by saying that our meetings
often serve to "boost" us through
the upcoming week. We can certainly say this was the case for us
as we heard our brother's words

this day.
We were quite excited to have
Bro. Fred, Sis. Charlotte, Jason,
and Sister Sue Olexa, along with
Stacy Miìler, in our midst on Sunday, April 7. Also visiting this day
were Sisters Joanne and Linda Ali
of Glassport. Bro. Fred posed the
question: "Would we, today, be like
the two disciples on the road to
Emmaus who did not know or
recognize the Lord?" He presented
a very uplifting, yet thoughtprovoking, sermon.
We are thankful fo¡ those that
visit with us, and we pray that God
will richly bless them for their effo¡ts. We extend an invitation to all
to come and worship the Lord with
us.

Ghildrcn's prqram ¡n
Qulncy, FL
Restoration was the youngsters'
theme as they put on a play of
"The Golden Book of Mormon" in
Quincy, Florida. The young people's
voices were like thunder as they
quoted scriptures that illustrate
how the Bible and Book of Mormon
are joined together.
Visiting the Quincy Mission was

Bro. Joe Calabrese. He spoke on
the scripture of Isaiah 2:1-3, "And
it shall come to pass in the last
days, that the mountain of the
Lord's house sball be established in
the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it. And
many people shall go and say, Come
ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us
of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem."

Bro. Joe Calabrese continued to
speak concerning the apostasy. He
said thât the falling away of the
Gospel took place in a period of
time when darkness fell upon the
earth for 1260 years. This darkness
was due to "innovations" within the
Church during that time. Some of
the basic things like baptism, sacrament, and the washing of feet were
changed by men. Bro. Joe told the
congregation that God does not
change, and that the changes which
dealt with the ordinances of the
Chu¡ch were not authorized by God.
IIe encouraged us to ask God in

order to receive.
'ffe had a number of visitors
with us in Quincy that day, and our
prayer is that God would bless all.

N. Jackson, Ohlo Mlsslon
By Kathg Vinsùk
On April 28, 1991, Bro. Frank
Giovannone opened the service by
reading and speaking on John
10:9-10, "I am the door: by me if

any mân enter in, he shall be saved.
I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it
more abundantly. "
Bro. Richard Santilli followed,
telling of his trip to the Chichen.
Itza and Tulma ¡uins in Mexico's
Yucatan Peninsula, where he had
an experience while talking about
the Book of Mormon. It was a very
enjoyable and enlightening account.
During the meeting, the
brothers ca.lled forward tùose who
wouìd like to be anointed. There
were eight that came forward,
among whom was l8-year old Bobbi
Jo Gensburg, granddaughter of Bro.
Frank and Sis. Ina Giovannone.
Bobbi Jo met with a very serious
accident when she was hit by a
pickup truck while on her bicycle.
Her left eye, and much of the bones
on that side of her face, were
crushed as a ¡esult of the accident.
While the bones were successfully
grafted and wired together, the eye
specialist said there was no hope of
her seeing out of her eye again.
Before anointing this young
girl, Bro. Richard Santilli asked
that we sing God,'s Tourh. He then
anointed her, stating that the
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Brother of Jared cried out to the
Lord, "Shall we cross the great
water in darkness?" and that he
then went and melted out of a rock
16 small stones that were clear as
gìass. He prayed to God for the
Lord to touch these stones, that
they might shine in the darkness, so
they might have light in their
vessels. Because of his exceeding
great faith, the Lord did touch each
stone with His finger.
During Bro. Richard's prayer,
Sis. Virginia Comedena of the
Roscoe, PÀ Branch also felt to
pray, in her heart, in this same
manner-on the great faith of the
Brother of Jared-that if God
touched the stones to give light, the
Lord could touch Bobbi Jo's eye
and make it whole again.
We all need to strive for this
perfect faith, even as the Brother
of Jared, believing that God can do
all things. As we seek to climb
higher and higher, we ask that you
all please continue to pray for Bobbi Jo, May the Lord bless each and
every one of you.

Baptism in Freehold, NJ
By Carl Huttcnbørgør
We have been blessed in
Freehold to see yet another soul
give his life to Jesus Christ. At the
General Church Conference in
April, 1991, James Crudup Jr.
asked to be baptized. A sister at
the conference said the Lord had
revealed to her that there were
three there who should not leave
until they surrendered themselves
to the Lord by requesting baptism.
Bro. James was the first to come
forward and ask. Thank God the

other two decided as well to choose
the Lord at Confe¡ence.
The following Sunday, April 28,
back at Freehold, James Crudup Jr.
was baptized by his father, Bro. Jim
Crudup Sr. It was a beautiful day
as the enti¡e Crudup family was
there to witness James's baptism.
He was confirmed by Bro. Willy
Brown and during the confirmation,
a sister had a vision of two white
hands on Bro. James's shoulders.
Then she saw the two hands place a
golden helmet on his head. Praise
God another name has been written

down in the Lamb's Book of Life.
Our branch is in the process
now of being expanded to accommodate the influx of new members,

visitors, and the Seed of Joseph.
Ðach Sunday the branch is overcrowded, so the need arose to
enlarge the building. Although it requires much work naturally, we rejoice in knowing that if it weren't
for the spiritual wo¡k that has been
going on here, the expansion would
not be necessary. We have come to
understand that the spiritual work
is primary in serving God. We also
realize we must not stop the
spiritual work. There are many new
faces every Sunday of the Seed of
Joseph in our meetings. Lately, the
visitors have outnumbered the baptized members, and little by little,
they are learning and accepting
more of the Restored Gospel. We
are praying that soon many more of
the visitors will come forth and request baptism. We can see God's
promises to the House of Israel unfolding rapidly before our very
eyes, and we humbly thank God to
be a part of it.
Recently in a meeting, a sister
had a vision of two of the three
Nephites enter our branch and
kneel down at the f¡ont of the
building. A voice told her, "If you
want to see the third Nephite, you
must pray in faith believing." She
did, and suddenly she saw the third
Nephite enter in and kneel down
with the other two. "AruJ th,ey are
as the angels of God,, and if theg
shall pray unto th,e Fath'er in th'e
name of Jesus, th.eg con shou
them*elaes unto who,tsoeuer mon it
seetneth them good" (III Nephi
28:30).

That evening, a brother from
Ohio called and said the Lord
revealed to him that our sister
would have a vision of the three
Nephites today; a confirmation of
the experience. At the end of the
Sunday meeting, a vision was seen
in which Jesus Christ was on the
pulpit with His arms outstretched.
The very next Sunday, at the beginning of the meeting, the same vision was seen. Praise God for His
miraculous power manifested
among us. Truìy we can say, "It's
breakfast time, the dawn has broke,
deliverance broke the dawn!" Dios
los bendiga.

Soul converted, blesslngs
lelt In Spartanbury, SC
Bg Harold' Littlejohn
The Spirit of the Restored
Gosnel of Jesus Christ has called

anoiher soul, Brother Fred Hall, into The Church of Jesus Christ bY
glorious, divine revelation.
Mr. Hall began to visit the
Church regularly after his wife,
Sister Jessie Hall, was baPtized in
October of 1990. That was when
God commenced to work with him.
Fred had a habit of using tobacco'
One dav he discovered a dark area
in his rñouth, along with discomfort,
both of which he knew were c¿used
bv his use of tobacco. For a few
däys he struggled within to rid
himself of this habit; then
mysteriously the taste for tobacco
left him.
He also regularly indulged in
alcoholic beverages until one night,
when he became severely ill a.fter
drinkine. This affliction caused him
to struggle again to lay this second
habit aside. Thus, even before he
was called into the Chu¡ch, Mr.
Hall was reaping benefits and blessings as he sat under the sound of
the beautiful Restored Gospel.
It was during the week of the
General Church request for Fasting
and Prayer, February 3-10, 1991,
that the Lord gave Fred a dream.
In his dream, he was in a valleY
and felt extremely lonely. He said
to himself, "I don't know where I
am. I don't even know who I am."
Walking upward from the
valley, he found himself on a road.
He was confused concerning which
way to go, whether to the left or to
the right. On the left was much
noise, and he could hear peopìe
loudly laughing and having fun. On
the right was quietness.
Although he was attracted to
the left, a voice told him, "Take the
right." He obeyed. As he walked
down the road to the right, he
could see there were very few People on it. Every now and then he
met a traveler.
At the end of the road was a
beautiful ¡ainbow. Never had he
seen anything so beautiful! Under
(Conl¡nued on Page 10)
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SPARTANBURc cont¡nued
the rainbow was written, "John
3:16," and the words, "For God so
loved the world, that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life."
When he awakened from this
dream, Mr. Halì's room was all lit
up with very bright light, The
following Sunday, February 10, Mr.
Haìì related this dream to the congregation and told the priesthood
that he wanted to be baptized. That
day he was baptized and confirmed
into The Church of Jesus Christ by
Brother Harold Littlejohn.
Another blessing the Lord
bestowed upon us during this
special week came by way of divine
inspiration. The saints were instructed to gather at church each
night. On Thwsday evening Bro.
Littlejohn felt inspired to serve
Communion. A sweet, solemn,
beautiful spirit prevailed as the
Lord's Supper was served. After
the meeting, a sist€r deaconess
related to Bro. Littlejohn that she
had dreamed the night before of
two Communion baskets. It was
later learned that the Edison, NJ
Branch, under which the Spartanburg Mission is established, also
served Communion during that
week. Such blessings cause us to
joyfully sing,
O the Gospel Restored

in

thnse th¿

Last DaEs,
With the *ifis and, the Pow'r

from abuue,
all of monkinrl who wiLI

Teanhes

tr'ust ond obey
The tru.e way to be happy utith lwe.

Baplism at Sterling Hts., Ml
Bg Haøel Zo\tek
Sunday, April 28, 1991,
members of the Sterling Heights,

Michigan B¡anch met at ou¡ district
baptismal site to witness the baptism of our young Sister Kristen
Bashaw. Kristen called for her baptism at the April, 1991 General
Church Conference, but wanted to
be baptized here at her home

branch. She was led into the water
by Bro. John Straccia.
Back at the church, Bro. John
told of how he felt as he walked into the water. He reviewed in his
mind the accounts of Alma at the
Waters of Mormon and Peter on
the Day of Pentecost, both instances in which many souls were
baptized. Being Kristen's Sunday
School teacher, Bro. John related
how she was always asking questions about the Bible and Book of
Mormon, and what wouìd happen to
her if Christ returned to earth. He
said that her questions were good
ones, showing much thought, and
that he began to see a change coming over her as time passed.
At the April Conference, a
sister arose and, at the Spirit's
prompting, said that there were
three people who wanted to c¿ll for
their baptism. At that moment,
Kristen began to cry and asked to
be prayed for. After the ministry
laid hands on her and offered
prayer, she asked to be baptized.
Many at the Conference were given
experiences to confïrm the Lord's
calling Spirit there.
After Kristen was baptized today, while we were still at the lake,
she asked Bro. John if she could
give her testimony right there, as
she wasn't sure if she could get up
the courage to stand before the congegation in church. She related to
us how she had heard the caJling of
the Spirit, and knew it was her
time to su¡render her life to Jesus.
Bro. John used Matthew 12:38
as his text, where the Pharisees
asked Jesus for a sign. All of us are
able to see and hea¡ for owselves
what we must do, but just like the
Pharisees, we must choose whether
or not to listen and obey. Today,
Kristen chose to serve Jesus and
she now has the Lord with he¡. If
we believe and trust God, and act
upon our faith and trust, God will
reward us and richly bless us.
Bro. Sam DiFalco followed, asking each of us to ¡emember where
we \ryere and what we were doing
when we felt the Lord caìl us. He
said that as we each go through life
there are sure to be dark days, but
with the Lord in ou¡ lives there is a
new peace in our heart. We must
follow Jesus with real intent, and
always have Him in our mind and

His name on our lips.
The elde¡s knelt around our
new sister and Bro. Lou Vitt<¡
called upon the Lord to send His
Spirit down upon her. Bro. Spencer
Eve¡ett then bestowed the Holy
Ghost upon her by the laying on of
hands. The Lord chose to give us a
beautiful, warm day, and we all
went home rejoicing, knowing there
was a new name written down in
glory.

Deacons ordalned at
Delrclt Inner Clty
BE Karøn

Morcinelli

Sunday, March 24, 1991 was a
day of rejoicing for the members
and friends of the Detroit Inne¡ Ci-

ty Branch of The Church of

Jesus

Cbrist.

Four young laborers were caìled
to be ordained as deacons in the
Church. They are: Brothers Jim
Bork, Gordon Ciaravino, Chris De
Roo, and Abraham Nieves.

During the ordination service or
Sunday afternoon, Presiding Elder

Eugene Amormino stated that
when Presiding Deacon Bro. Roy
DePerno said he needed more help,
the branch priesthood, who had
already been praying for more help
in this part of the vineyard, prayed
more fewently for God to .choose
the men qualified for this office.
The following time the brother
elders met about this issue, the
names of our four brothers came up
and ou¡ brothers in the ministry all
agreed. They felt a unity of Spirit

in their decision.
Bro. Eugene likened our
brothers unto Stephen of old, who
was full of faith and possessed a
great portion of the Holy Ghost.
Stephen was one among seven men
chosen for this offïce because the
needs of the Church became so

great. In the past few years, the Inner City Branch has experienced
great changes. Our membership is
growing, and we have many regular
visitors who either want some day
to be baptized, or are seeking more
understanding of the Lord and His
Chu¡ch. And to help look after the
needs of this increasing flock, we
definitely feel the need for brothers
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who are filled to the capacity of the
Spirit ihat Stepben was.
Bro. Amormino ¡eminded the
congregation to pray for and support our brothers, because the work
is ha¡d and they will need our
prayers. He also addressed the
wives of our brothers, encouraging
them to support their husbands and
be there to uplift them when they
feel dìscouraged. Afterwards, Bro,
Steve Champine sang I Will Go ond,
Do What th,e Lurd Huth Cømmanded. Then Brothers Jim, Gordon, Chris, and Abraham went forward to be set aside by the washing

of feet and to be ordained.
Bro. Jim's feet were washed by
Bro. Mike Coppa, and he was ordained by Bro. Gary Champine.
Bro. Gordon's feet were washed by
Bro. Nick Francione, and he was
ordained by his father, Apostle
Gorie Ciaravino. Bro. Mario Zaccagnini washed Bro. Chris's feet,
and he was ordained by Bro.
Eugene Amormino. And Bro.
Abraham had his feet washed by
Bro. Dean Coppa, after which he
was ordained by Bro. Flip Palacios.
. After the o¡dinations took
Place, '.ve sang To thn l,ork. Out
newly-ordained brothers then gave
thanks to God for bringing them to
The Church of Jesus Christ, and for
calling them to this office. They
also shared with us different experiences they had had, as did some
members of the congregation,
regarding the Lord's calling them
into the office of a deacon. Bro.
Eugene then called all the deacons,
teachers, and elders forward to sing
The Stanrl,arrl, of Liberty.
It was a beautiful day of singing and rejoicing, and we were
blessed to have many friends and
visitors from throughout the
Michigan-Ontario District to share
their love and support on this very
speciaì day. Our prayer is that God
will continue to strengthen our
brother deacons, that they may do
all that the Spirit of God inspires
them to do.
Earlier in the day, during the
morning service, we learned that
10-year-old Christina (Tina) Bork,
Bro. Jim Bork's daughter, wanted
to be blessed in The Chu¡ch of
Jesus Christ. Siste¡ Donna Amormino sang Jes,u.s Loùes Me for Tina,
and she was blessed by Bro.

Eugene Amormino. May God bless
he¡ and set His angels '¡ound about
her to protect her and guide her
pathway ever closer to Jesus
Christ. Amen.

SALINE MISSION cont¡nued

.

weekends consistently to constitute

the "night shift," with Brothe¡s
Harold Batalucco and John P. Buffa
as the night chiefs.
By the autumn of 1989, our
church building was not only completed, but aìso completely paid fo¡,
mortgage free! Praise be to God.
In closing, we wouÌd like to say
that the most difficult thing with
writing this article was trying to
find the words to describe the spirit
of excitement that ¡adiated from all
who were involved when this work
started thirteen years ago. We owe
much to the brothers, sisters,
friends, and our Saline neighbors
for their support of all of the activities and the many hours of labor
that were required to make our
mission a reality. Most of all, we all
thank God for His constånt direction and the strength He provided
for us to accomplish this task.
When all is said and done, we pray
that God's response wouJd be,
"Well done and Amen!"
DEDICATION conllnued

.

.

and a place to bring newly-baptized
converts for the bestowal of the Holy Ghost. Our brother commented
on a few of the miracles we had experienced as a mission (as recounted in the history), stating that
God has blessed His people and His
Church from the beginning, and He
continues to do so.

As Bro. Thomas brought his
comments to a close, he spoke of
how we all must reach beyond our
limits in testimony and service to
God. We each must strive to be ¿
better saint for the betterment and
g¡owth of the Chu¡ch. The Chu¡ch
must grow in order to allow new
members to come in, and to allow
our children to grow up and become
part of this Chu¡ch. He concluded
by reiterating his earlie¡ thoughts,
that while we dedicate our buildings
to the honor and glory of God, the
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most import¿nt thing is that we
dedicate otn'selaes,
Bro. Jim Cotellesse followed
with closing remarks on the responsibility we shot¡ld all feel as we
leave this meeting. We now rnust
have a greater dedication within
ourselves to the service of God. Ou¡

meeting was brought to a close
with an ensemble of brothe¡s
presenting God,'s Hune. Distnct
President Bro. Peter Scolaro closed
in prayer.
A beautiful buffet luncheon was
served at Saline High School by the
members of the Saline Mission. We
feììowshipped with one another and
then said our good-byes as we
headed home. We extend an invit¿tion to all who pass through this
part of the countryside to please
stop by and share our joy in serving
God. God bless all.

MESSAGEconllnuod...
would manifest Himself among us.
At thât moment, Bro. Cesman saw
a great light enter the room and
encircle all the people. Bro. Luis

Marroquin then felt that as I had
prayed for Israel, Israel prayed for
me. This season of prayer and
anointing lasted for about one and
one half hours, yet nobody wanted
to leave.
A woman visiting the Church
for the first time stated that she
felt something very special. She
said she had visitæd other chu¡ches,
but what she felt here was so very
different. She stated that when we
spoke of baptism, she didn't understand; but she knew it was
something beautiful and something
she needed. God

truly touched

many lives that night.
We all gathered in fasting and
prayer once more on Thursday
morning prior to our leaving for
our return to the United States.
The Lord was truìy with us in our

visit to Guatemala.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Littlejohn, Harold & Geraldine
1651 Little Afric¿ Road
Chesnee, SC 29323-9783
Tel. (803) 592-7229
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WEDDINGS *

HANGULA_JOHNSON

Mr. Christopher Harguìa and Miss Samantha Jean
Johnson were united in holy matrimony on April 20,
1991, at the Sterling Heights, Michigan Branch of The
Church of Jesus Christ.
Brother Sam DiFalco officiated at the service,
assisted by Brother Gary Champine.
Musical selections were provided by Brother Steve
Champine, accompanied by Sister Kathie Perkins.

l93t by Bro. Joseph Giansante.
She served as a deaconess in the Church for many
vears.
The funeral was conducted by Brothers Frank Vitto and Joseph Furnari.
She is su¡vived by two daughters, Sisters Mary
Vitto and Theresa Piacentino, one son, Bro. Frank
Michisan on June 28,

"

Conti, eight grandchildren, and nine greatgrandchildren.
- Sister Nancy's main interest in life was her family
and the Church, and was loved by all who knew her.
She shared her love, warmth, and pleasant smile with
everyone, and will be remembered fondly by her family
and by the brothers and sisters of Detroit, MI
Branches I and 3.

Children Blessed
Mary Ann Evane was bìessed on December 9, 1990
by Bro. John P. Buffa at the Saline, Michigan Mission
ol The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ. She is the foster child
of Bro. John and Sis. Leona Buffa.
Mark Ànthony DeCredico wa¡ blessed on April 17,
1991 bv Bro. Maik Naro in the Lorain, Ohio Branch.
Naihan Clark Heaton was blessed on May 26, 1991,
by Bro. John Ross Jr. in the T\rcson, AZ Branch'

GLADYS NEELY
Gladys E. Neely passed from this life on May 8,
1991. She was born September l7 , 1926,
Brothers Mark Na¡o and Joel Calabrese conducted

the funeral.
Mrs. Neely is survived by her daughter, Sis. Iva
Davis of the Lorain, Ohio Branch, and two grand-.
children, Greg and Sis. Tonia Davis'

KAY DORE

OBITUARIES
our sympathg to th'ose that
of loud, onns. Møg God' blnss ad'

We wish to erpress

'twlrnL Ø)er thn
comfort you.

Loss

NUNZIATA CONTI
Sister Nunziat¿ (Nancy) Conti passed on to her
eternal reward on April 1?, 1991. She was born on
November 16, 1894 and was baptized in Detroit,

Sister Kay Dore was called home to eternal rest on
May 13, 1991. She was born August 9, 1924, and was
baptized by the ìate Bro. Frank Calabrese on
Seþtembei 27 , 1964. She was a member of the Lorain,
Ohio Branch.
The funeral service was conducted by Brothers
Joseph Calabrese and Mark Naro'
Ôur sister is su¡vived by her husband, three sons,
and several grandchildren. May the Lord comfort them
in their time of sorrow.

JEREMY JENKINSON
Jeremy Jenkinson, born July ZI, 7971, passed away
on May 25, 1991. He had numerous a.fflictions upon his
body and was confined to a wheelchair for his entire

life.
Name

Äddress

Phone

The funeral was held at the Sterling Heights, MI
Branch of The Church of Jesus Christ, with Brothers
Lou Vitto and John Buffa officiating.
Jeremv is survived by his parents, Fred and Nancy,
one brother, one sister, and his four grandparents. May
God comfort them as they feel the loss of this young
member of the family.
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Blessings in Lorain, Ohio
BE Iua

On Sunday, April 28, 1991, Bro.
Joe Calabrese

felt to speak about

the Three Nephites, since they were
seen and spoken of so much at the
General Church Conference. He
brought out the experience of the
open book seen at conference with
the words, "Blessed are those
whose names are written in gold."

Bro. Frank Altomare brought
out the experience when the Lord
told him the Three Nephites wouìd
come and comfort His peopìe when
they would suffer for the things of
this world. He also mentioned the
time that John the Divine was seen
here and told us, "I have come to
comfort the people." Our brother
also told us of a dream that he had,
where he was in church with some
brothe¡s and sisters, and saw that
there wâs some work to be done. A
ladder appeared, and as he was
climbing it, he heard a choir singing. As he looked up he could see
our departed Bro. Corrado in the
choir singing. This dream was given
to our brother on the same morning
that Bro. Pete Buffa had died.
At a fastìng and prayer meeting
neld at our branch on Saturday,
May 4, 1991, much was said about
the many sick and afflicted
throughout the Church. Bro. Mark
Naro read the special request from
Bro. f)ominic Thomas that the

L. Dauis
Church fast and pray for these

A sister at this meeting saw
the words, "Pray on, pray on."
Before our service got under
way on Sunday June 2, 1991, Bro.
Tony DeCredico stood on his feet
and asked to be baptized. The word
of the Lord came forth, saying, "I
am the one who will call. I will call
the humble and meek, saith the
Lord." As they made ready to go to
the water's edge, Bro. Tony's wife,
Shelby, was overcome by the Spirit
and asked for her baptism as well.
While Bro. Tony and his wife
were attending our services, a
dream was had where their house
was seen \ryith a dark eloud hanging
over, and ìittle by ìittle it began to
disappear. The Saturday before
their baptism, at our fasting and
prayer service, a dream was related
in which Sis. Shelby was telling the
sister who had the dream to come
and see what had landed at her
house. She stretched forth her
hand, opened it, and a dove landed
on it.
B¡other Joe Calabrese baptized
both B¡o. Tony and Sis. Shelby. We
gathered back at the church for the
laying on of hands. Before this took
place, a sister saw two men standing with lambs in their arms. Sis.
Shelby was confirmed by Bro.
Frank Altomare. Bro. Tony was
needs.

confirmed by Bro. Joe Calab¡ese.
Another sister told of a dream
she had the night before, where she
saw some flowers to be planted and
some dirt that had been worked up
by the late Brother Frank
Calabrese. The flowers were small,
but she knew thât they would grow.
After this dream was related, Bro.
Joe Calab¡ese told us that it was
Bro. Frank Calabrese who had married them. Praise God for a wonder-

ful day,
'We

remembered Sister Aileen

Calabrese in prayer this summer, as
she had been told that she had
cance¡ cells in her tongue. She was
anointed and had surgery, and the
câncer r.vas removed from her
tongue. All went well; some skin
was grafted in the place of her
operation. She is now home

recuperating. The doctors now tell
her all the cancer was removed and
that no cancer was found anywhere
else on her body. Praise God!

Editor's New
Address
The Gospel ,ò/aøs editor's new
address is as follows:

Anthony J. Scolaro
32C Donald St.
Bloomfield, NJ 07003
Tel. 207-743-6773
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and humid. That afternoon, I was
visiting Mrs. Gibson, about four or
flve miles from where I slept. She
said to me, "Are they trying to
starve you? They are doing a good
job of it." The news was spreading
that a Mormon was bringing a false
doctrine. They accepted the pamphlets, but they did not allow me
into their houses or offer me some

water.

By Murk Rond,y
Greetings in Jesus Christ,

"Be not anxious how or what
you shall speak" (Matthew 10:19).
"Neither do you premeditate;
but whatever shall be given you in
that hour, that speak you; for it is
not you that speak, but the Holy
Spirit" (Mark 13:11).
On my first trip to what is now
known as the Six Nations Reservation, near Brantford, Ontario,
Canada, Wade Riggen and I made
the journey with his car. Bro. Wade
had been there before. It was the
middle of August, 1936. Upon aniving, we found that Brother and
Sister Beaver and Sister Hill were
away harvesting fields. It was on
one of the harvests, in 1934, that
both the Hills and the Beavers
heard of the Restored Gospel from
the people working alongside them,
who were brothers from Muncey,
Ont¿rio.
Brother Wade decided to travel
further to Toronto, to visit Mrs.
Irene Rigby and her mother. I remained at the Reservation visiting.
Mrs. Mary Änderson offered a
place for me to st¿y while Brother
Wade was gone. I spent three days
there. The first day I was not given
breakfast. I took my briefcase with
me, and carried several pamphlets
of the Faith and Doctrine of The
Church of Jesus Christ. I walked
through the countryside, visiting
each house on the way, with no
lunch or supper.
The second day, I received the
same treatment. By the third day, I
couìd hardly speak. My mouth was
so dry; the weather was very hot

I had read Paul of Tarsus'
testimony in II Corinthians 11:27,
"In hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold (I was /r,oú) and
nakedness (I had my clothes)."
Mrs. Gibson said, "I am going
to get you some rryater and cook
you some food." She had made me
sit down and brought me some
water as she went on to cook.
When I rendered thanks on the
food, I also blessed the house. She
said to me, "Marco, you may st¿y
here if you care to."
"But I must return to Mrs.
Anderson," I thanked her. She then
toìd me of her nephew, who had
been run down by an automobile,
and having lost his leg was unable
to ca¡e for himself.
The meal and the time spent
with Mrs. Gibson was worth much
to me. That evening three ministe¡s
came to Mrs. Anderson's house,
each carrying his Bible, "Young
man, you must prove your doctrine
of the falling away and the restoration from the Hoìy Bible; no dreams
or so-called visions." I agreed, but
asked if they would speak one at a
time, and allow me to answer each
question. They agreed that food and
wâte¡ câme to me at the proper
time.
I answered every question they
had, and had them read out of their
Bibles. "You sure knoy your Bible," they told me. If I ever
thanked and praised God for the
time and effort spent with Brother
Thurman Furnier, who trained me,
it was then.
"If we do not hâve any authority, as you say, then where did you
get yours?" they asked. I had them
read from Revelation 14:6, "I saw
another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting
gospeì to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people."
After they read this, I continued,

saying, "Now I will tell you how
this Gospel was restored as at first.
"The entire Bible is the Revelation of God. This same, loving God,
the Fathe¡ of our Lord Jesus
Christ, sent an angel to Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery. After
the Book of Mormon was
translated, both men fasted all day,
and at night continued their plea to
God. A personage came forth f¡om
the woods where they had been.
They fell on the ground in fea¡. The
personage touched them and nade
them rise, then the angel laid his
hand on them and said, 'Upon you
my fellow servants, in the name of
the Mesiah, I confer this priesthood
and this authority, which shall remain upon this earth, that the sons
of Levi may yet offer an offering
unto the Lord in righteousness.' "
Upon reading these words to
them, I felt a heavenly flame in my
soul. Mrs. Anderson stood up and
spoke to the three ministers. "You
have ordered me not to feed this
young man. I have st¿rved him.
Other Indians have likewise offered
him no water or food fo¡ these
three days. I wânt to be baptized."
Then she directed her words to me,
"Brother Marco, as you read of the
Angel of God, I felt the whole
house {ïll with His glory. I am sorry
I treated you in such an unchristian
manner." The three ministers also
asked me to forgive them,
The next day, some thirty Indians came to witness the baptism.
Brother Riggen arrived just in tine
to see it, too. The three ministers
were present also. This was the
first baptism in the Six Nations
Reservation.

As I write of this glorious exI feel the same fire in my
soul as I did that night. Later, Mrs.
Gibson became Sister Gibson and
her nephew Joby Hill became
Brother Joby. The saints in Detroit
and Windsor donated the cost of an
artificial leg for him, and Bro.
Frank Fo¡d found him a job in
Windsor.
Was the Lord watching me on
those three dusty, hot days? Indeed
God saw me and touched the heart
of Mrs. Gibson, who fed me and
gave me wate¡, which gave me the
physical strength for the evening
which followed.
(Conlinued on Pago 1l)
perience,
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A Beautiful
E>çerience
On April 16, 1991, I had some
necessâry, serious eye surgery. The
previous Sunday I had been
anointed at chu¡ch, wanting the
Lord to calm my fears and protect
me during my ordeal. I was very
serene the day of the surgery.
I should mention that the procedure is done under local
anesthetic, therefore I was fully
awake during the procedure. While
my left eye was being operated on,
my right eye was covered, But
about midway through the operation, I saw what appeared to be a
window. In the window I could see
a small bottle, partially filled with a
clear liquid.
I commented to the doctor that
I could see a bottle which he was
using. His reply was that he was
not using any bottle, and furthermore, I could not see anything
because my eyes were covered.
While the doctor did not believe

my report, I can testifu that I did
indeed see a small bottle and a
clear fluid. I know now that this
was the oil used for anointing, and
that my Lord was showing me that
He was performing a heaìing on my
eye. Since that day, my vision has
been good and my family has
marvelled at how quickly my eye
has healed. I thank God fo¡ this experience and His kindness towards
me.

Sis. .A,nna Progar
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania

and was paralyzed from the waist
down
as a result of a stroke.
'We
praise God that today, after
a number of weeks, his memory has
returned and he is beginning to
move his legs. He is back home
now, a.fter a rehabilit¿tion period at

the La Jolla, CA Veteran's
Hospital. Please continue to pray
for him. If God sees fit, his legs will
become strong once again and he
will be able to walk once more. Our
faith and trust is ín God. All things
are possible with Him, and His will
sha.ll be done.

Love in Christ,

sis

Grace

"î:ï::_:"-*

I wouÌd like to thank al) my
wonderful b¡others and sisters who
have shown their love and concern
for me during my long illness. I appreciate every card, phone caìI, and
of course, all your prayers.
I am now st¿ying at:
Westwood Rehabilitation
Medical Center
7148 West Blvd.
Youngstown, OH 44512
Telephone 216-7 26-9061

I enjoy hearing from you. I love
my spiritual family. May God continue to bless each of you with His
love and His Holy Spirit.
In Christ,
Sister Minnie DePiero
Youngstown, OH

To All Members
Note of Thnnlæ
Our Dear Brothers and Siste¡s and
Friends,
We wish to thank each one of
you for all of your prayers, your
love and concern, and all the phone
calls and the beautiful cards for my
husband, Bro. Anthony Brutz.
Brother Anthony had

angioplastic heart surgery, and during the ope¡ation, his heart
stopped. They had to use CPR to
bring him back. Many complications
set in; he suffered loss of memory

(A) Healings
(B) Miracles
(C) Conversions
(D) Confirmations of the Faith
(E) Establishments of Branches
and Districts
(3) Special events of a historical
nature.
These items can be submitted in
writing or on cassette tapes,
Please eend all items to the
General Church Historian.
Robert A. Watson
Star Rt. 5 Box 36
Gallup, New Mexico 87301
Tel. (505) 37L-5760

Married 65 Years
On July 4, 1991, Brother
Nicholas and Sister Pauline Ritz of
Miami, Florida celebrated thei¡ 65th
wedding anniversary. They were

married by Brother William H. Cadman at the General Church Conference in Monongahela, Pennsylvania on July 4, 1926.
Recently their eight children
honored them with a family dinner
in Orlando, Florida. They have 22
grandchildren and 17 greatgrandchildren.
Brother Nick has been a
member of The Church of Jesus
Christ for 70 years, beÍng baptized
on May 1, 1927. He has served as a
teacher and a deacon for many
years, and now enjoys helping the
Homestead Missionary effort, south
of Miami. He loves to give his
testimony to the migrant Mexican
(Continued on Page 6)

The Historical Department of
The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ is in the
process of writing the new history

of our Church.
We a¡e therefore making an
URGENT request for the following
items:

(1) Pictües that relate to historical
events. Please include a short
analysis of the picture-identi'
fying both the people and the
event.

(2) Revelations and experiences
that fall under the following
categories:

Nicholae ond Paulitre Ritz
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1991 Conference of the Americas
July 9-14, 199L
History in the making! So profound and divine was the revelation
of God as we witnessed the occurrence of the prophetic utterance,
"And the time cometh that He shall
manifest Himself unto all nations,
both unto the Jews and also unto
the Gentiles, then He shall manifest
Himseìf unto the Gentiles and also
unto the Jews, and the la¡t shall be
first, and the first shall be last" (I
Nephi 13:42).
Words cannot express the beauty we experienced during the conference. From the season of prayer
held to open the conference, as Bro.
Frank Ciotti prayed that Christ
wouid manifest Himself at the conference, a brothe¡ beheld streams
of light entering every window of
the building on both sides and join
together where he prayed. As the
conference began to progress, there
was a special feeling among the
priesthood. We experienced a bond
of unity, love, and dedic¿tion that
had never been felt so strongly
befo¡e. One brother after another
expressed his desire to work for the
Lord and stated, "Just tell me
where you want me to go and I wilì
go!" Also, there was a maturity and
strength displayed within the
ministry of the Seed of Joseph that
had not been seen before. God has
been laying the foundation for His
great work.
On Thursday, the Lo¡d directed
the conference to hold a discussion
on the "doors" that lay open for
the spreading of the Restored
Gospel. A brother baptized only five
months ago expressed how the
Lord has been working with his

family in his home area of Leon
Guanajuato. He related a dream of
how he was working in that a¡ea
and saw a group of people singing,
"The fou¡ are alive and soon will be
made manifest," referring to the
Three Nephites and John the
Divine. This brother, being newly
exposed to the Church and recently
baptized, had no real understanding
of these men who chose to remain
on this earth until the Lord returns.
As the meeting continued, each
brother at the Conference went
forth to write on a blackboard the
geographical area where it was his
heart's desire to labor in the
vineyard of the Lord, Great was the
blessing of the Lord as each expressed his desi¡e. Bro, Daniel
Mora wrote Chihuahua as his
desired location. He has neve¡ been
to this area. When asked why he
wrote Chihuahua, he began to weep
under the Spirit of the Lord and he
couÌd onìy say, "I felt it in my
heart." Bro. Daniel was unawa¡e of
an experience his mothe¡-in-law had
had several months before when
she heard the voice of the Lord say
that Daniel would be going to
Chihuahua.

Anothe¡ brother exp¡essed the
desire of a group in Oaxaca that
has been waiting for The Church of
Jesus Christ to come there for
three years. The bu¡den of the
work of the Lord fell upon all, and
we knelt in prayer petitioning God's
assistance and forgiveness,
recognizing the financial inability of
the General Church to fund expansion of the work, yet feeling strongly the burden of the Lord to ânswer

Hìs call to labor.
On Friday morning, we
gathered in fasting and prayer and
to share the sacrament of Ou¡
Lord. The meeting was blessed, but
great power came forth as Bro.
Isidro Dominguez prayed before administering the wine. Great was the
Spirit of the prayer, and several
knew it was the Lord forming our
b¡otber's words. It was a prayer of
forgiveness, sanctification, and
dedic¿tion to the Lord, and for the
manifest¿tion of Christ amongst us.
As Bro. Isidro rose to his feet, his
right hand rose in the air and a
divine message came forth. We sat
in awe as we listened, and heard
the following words included in the
utterance that c¿me forth: "Thus
saith the Lord, I am the one whose
blood was shed for you. I have
given unto you my gospel, power,
and autho¡ity, that all nations wiìl
listen. Receive this blessing, O
House of Is¡ael. I have shown you
the way. You have shown my love;
I will be with you, Work together,
O House of Israel."
The power we felt is indescribable. Bro. Isidro felt the
Lord Jesus Christ walking with him
as he administered the wine. The
robe of Christ brushed up against
him as he walked. Brothers Sam
Randy and Frank Ciotti experienced the same manifestation of
power, that is, when the cup was
passed, their bodies shook under
the power of God and Bro. Sam
stated he felt sanctification come
forth from the wine-truly as from
the blood of ou¡ Lord Jesus Christ.
The Sunday service was
tremendously blessed, as the service
lasted in excess of six hours. The
sacrament table was set by four
deaconesses from four different
missions in Mexico. As the table
was being set, two violins played ?o
See th,e Monvin4 f.igl¿t. In Spanish,
these lyrics are translated, "to see
the light of a new day," The selection of this song seemed at first
strange, but God works so
marvelously to fulfill His will.
As the table was being set, Bro.
Frank Ciotti felt inspired to have
the gentile brothers of the Mission
Operating Committee administer
the sacrament to the congregation.
(Conlinued on Page 10)

August, 1991

ED¡TORNN.CTI¡Ef
Aúthont J. g.oL¡o
32C Doú.¡d St.
û7001

Bl@Etl.ld, NJ

ASSISTANT EDrIOR
Læqd À, Lov¡þ.
E¡lE5

(Reprinted,

By Gemge A. Neill
frcm the August, .1966 Gospel News,)

Sctú.ld.r

M.!.ù.rlôt, ll¡

{E156

CONSULTANTE

N.pù¡ D.Môrctrlo
P.t.¡ Ä, 8.o¡,.ro
OFFICE MANÂGEß

C¡tùt Gô¡tü.
GMBA EDTTOR

X.ó¡ôtl LoDbùdo
¡0 R@lvLt T.n&.
No¿t Pl¡tllLld, NJ û7()00
GENENAL CIßCLf, EDITOR

M..r T.bùrrnno
r00 O.t Dñ.

Years ago the saints used to sing a hymn called Th'e Crreat Judgment Morning,
and I quote the first verse:

"I dreamed that the great Judgment Morning
Had dawned, and the trumpet had blown;
I dreamed that the nations had gathered
To judgment before the white throne.
From the throne c¿me a Bright Shining Angel
And stood on the land and the sea:
And swore, with his hands raised to heaven,
That time was no longer to be."
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"And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God: and the books were
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to
their works" (Revelation 20:12). Daniel says, "Ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before Him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened." Malachi
says, "A book of remembrance was written." These scriptures, as well as many
others, raise the question in ou¡ minds; Is there really a library in heaven-a libra.ry
of many books of record, and records seemingly without number? Do these books
record the works and deeds of man-every word spoken, and every singìe thought
conceived? lVill these ¡eco¡ds be made public some day and man be rewarded according to his works? Whether we believe these to be literal books or othe¡wise
makes no difference; the fact remains our whole life is ¡ecorded in Heaven.
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"For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed:
neither hid that shall not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in
darkness shall be hea¡d in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear
or whispered in the closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops" (Luke 12:23)'
"But I say unto you, that every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give
account thereof in the day of judgment" (Matthew 12:36). All of this seems to
suggest that some day every person finally will face himself-his real self-and
one of these days he will face God in his actual moral life. There he will stand
bereft of any physical support, all earthìy esteem; everything of that nature will
be gone. The man of wealth will stand witbout the power his money gives him;
the movie queen will stand without her beauty; the preacher will st¿nd without
his oratory. Thus, when we stand before God at the end of our earthly existence
we shall be shorn of the camouflage of earthly things. Only two legs will support
us-namely, what we are and what we have done.
Jesus Himself said,

Let us make certain the lact that our names are written in the Lamb's Book of
Life, for, if this is true, our bad deeds and past sins wilì have been cast into the
sea of forgetfulness, never to be remembered against us any more. On the other

hand, if our name is not recorded on those pages, white and fair, our bad deeds
and past sins will destroy us, for whosoevet's name is not found written there

shall be cast into the lake of fi¡e.
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ever made a mistake, stop now.
Ask God to help you, ask the elders
to pray for you, and don't ever get
involved with these evil things

The

aga.ln.

In America today, movie
makers are using made-up
characters who are evil. îhere are
photographer's tricks to make

Children's
Corner

"ghost busters," "witches," and
"spirits" look real. Don't watch

Bg Jan Steinrock

Dear Boys and Girls and Friends,
This week a young person asked
believed in ghosts. My
answer was "no." But the scriptures do teach me that there are
such things as evil spirits and bad
thoughts sent out from the devil to
trouble the world. And these scriptures tell me how to be safe from
anything evil,
First, I am told to avoid
anything or place that even has the
appearance of evil. Then I am also
taught that if I feel or sense an evil
spirit, all I have to do is call on
Jesus in my mind.
"Jesus help me!" I cry. And
speaking to the bad feeling or spirit
me

if I

I sense, I tell it, "Leave me
alone in the name of Jesus!" and
say, "Jesus-help me! I am your
child, Jesus, hear me!" As I call on
my friend Jesus fo¡ help, I'll feel
my fear leave me; no evil spirit is
that

stronger than Jesus.
We, who are followers of the
Lord, must not be af¡aid of these
evil spirits. The Bible tells us to put
on the whole armor of God (Ephesians 6:12-18). It tells us that we
battle "not against flesh and blood
but against . . . powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places."
Our other job is to nztser, neuer
get involved one bit with
astrologists, fortune tellers,
psychics, or people that try to deal
with evil spirits. Ozr future is in
the hands of a great big, living,
powerfuì God, We shouìd never
read the newspaper or magazine
columns that pretend to predict
things about our lives. Playing
around with the occult is forbidden
by God.

We also do not believe in having your future told by looking at
the lines in your palm. Within recent years, a group of insurance
companies hired researchers to
study the hand lines of people who
had died. The companies wanted to
see if there z.ras an accu¡ate match
with death predicted by hand lines
and actual date of death. Then
they'd have a great nerv way to
decide whether to sell someone life
insurance or not. They found out
there was no match. This, too, is
another trick.
l{e should never play with ouija
þronounced wee-gee) boards. This
is another obvious way of trying to
get diverse spirits contacted. It is
zo, for us. \{e can contact the
powerful, pure Spirit of God for
anything we need to know. We can
fast and pray for quick answers.
And finally, never play with
tarot (pronounced tare-oh) cards or
suer call a telephone psychic. These
are people who are supposed to contact spirits to tell you what to expect. We have the Bible and Book
of Mormon to tell us how to ìive.
'We
have the gifts of the Holy
Spirit; we have the powerful love of
God.

When the Apostle Paul was
followed around by a person with a
bad spirit that could tell the future,
he spoke to the spirit and told it,

"In the name of Jesus, leave!" It
did. Then the girl did not have to
be a fortune teller any more. She
could be clean and whole.
Just like this woman, there may
be times when you must call on the
priesthood of The Chu¡ch of Jesus
Christ to c¿st out an evil spirit that
troubles you or a friend. If you've

those movies. Sat¿n sneaks these
thoughts into ou¡ minds to make us
believe in him and fear his power.
Don't fear him. Trust God.
God, who made the heavens and
earth, is aìl-powerful and has control over that ugly devil. \{e can
count on God's Spirit to be fair and
merciful and kind. God will give us
precious gifts like healing, having
good dreams, visions of the future,
love, joy, peace, gentleness,
goodness.

Watrh, little children. Be wise
and count on Jesus. II¿ will never
leave you, or turn away from you.
Trust and obey.

With care,
Sister Jan
Memory verse for "smart
kids": Ephesians 6:12 & 13 (older),
Psalm 91:2 (younger).

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Karen Alessio
3601 Hannan Rd., Apt. 204
Wa¡'ne, MI 48184
Teì. (313) 722-7841

MARRIED continued

workers, telling them, "The Lord
has been my strength all my life.
He is the One who has sustained
me through many accidents and
illness."
Sister Pauìine was baptized 68
years ago, on May 22,1923. She is
a deaconess in the Miami Branch,
and has a strong determination to
serve the Lord under any condition.
They were both faithtul
members of the Youngstown, Ohio
Branch for 42 years before moving
to Miamì 17 years ago. May God
continue to bless them.
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The GMBA Continues to
Proclaim the Glory of the Lord
DID YOU MTSS GMBA CÀMPOUT 1991? WERE YOU FORTUNATE ENOUGH TO
ATTÉND AND WISH YOU COULD RECAPTURE THE FEETTNG FROM THE CAMP?
Well herers your oppo¡tunity to join the nembership of the GMBÀ as
we hold our November I - 10, 1991 GMBA Conference Ca-upo¡rt Style,
This Novemberrs Corrference wiÌl be held at Ciotti Manor, near
Butler, Pennsylvania (see map on reverse side), beginning at 7:0O
PM, Friday, November 8, 1991 and concluding on sunday, November 10,
1991 after the morning neeting. Acconmodations for the weekend are
available for the following prices which include neals:
Adult
child (3-12 Years)
child (under 3)

$52.Oo

Àrriving Saturday, November 9, 1991 AduLt
(one night, three meals)
chiLd (3-12 Years)
child (under 3)

S25.oo
S15.0o

Arriving Friday, November 8, 1991
( two nights,
four meals)

Meal.s only

Adult Õr child (3-12 years) lunch
dinner
breakfast

S33.oo

free

free

S 5.00

$

5. OO
4.0O
S

in advance is
payable
to
the General
checks
are
to
be
nade
Al.l
required,
are to be
forns
Missionary Benevolent Association, Registration
maiLed to:
Rhoda L. Jumper
1O2 Oak Drive
Àliquippa, PA 150o1
(412) 375-3638 [after 7:OO PM]
detach and return the fotn be.low
No advance payment is required, however registration

Phone

Name

(

Arriving

Àddress
CAME

JEX AGE

sTÀYING Brkfst I Lunchl Dinner I Brkfs
oN cÀMP (Check app. icable meals
I

I
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Registration will be on a first cone, first serve basis.
All
lodging is dormitory style, however fanilies may stay together.
Linens, toweLs and beddlng are provided. Showers and bathrooms are
not adjacent to the rooms, but within reasonable proxirnity to the
rooms.

In addition, there are a number of hotels in the vicinity of Ciotti
two of which
are:
(4t2) 287 -67 67
Days Inn
(412\ 282 -8A88
Super I
Manor and the highways which ]ead to the facility.

Speclal activitiea âre planned for Friday evenlng and Saturday, ao
nake arrangeûents to cor¡e early, you wonrt be disappointed! Make
sure that your children nine years of age and under are there for
Saturday morning in order to participate ín the Children's choir.
If you have a special musical talent, cone prepared to participate.
l¡lake the ef fort, the GMBA wi.L.L nake it worth your while ! !

brôEF Fdù q @¡ b
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dùvd!.ifu@buÉdd
'!.
bdk6aùr^qitud
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Branch and Mission News
Blessings In Vandeôllt,
PA
GMBA Campout 1991 brought a
numbe¡ of blessings to many people; one of these blessings was very
special to Vanderbilt Branch. After
feeling the Spirit of God and receiving a number of experiences,
Patricia King made her decision for
the Lord and asked for her baptism. She is one of four that surrendered to the call of Jesus. Arrangements were made for
Patricia's baptism to be performed
the following Sunday morning, June
30, 1991.
Sunday morning dawned bright
and clear, and after Sunday School
a motorcade proceeded to the
Youghiogheny River, about two
miles from the church building.
Pat¡icia was led into the water by
her father, Bro. James L. King. As
our new sister and Bro. King came
out of the water, sirens and bells
went off in the little town of
Dawson, PA. We thought it an appropriate fanfare (later we learned
there had been a medicaì emergency downstream). We returned to
the church for our usual Sunday
services. Sister Patricia was confirmed by Bro. Joseph Bittinger,
and in his prayer Bro. Bittinger
asked God to grant her the gift of
the Holy Ghost, and to give her
very speci.fic blessings throughout
her entire life.
Another day of blessings was
er¡joyed by our branch on July 21,
1991. All the b¡others and sisters of
the Roscoe, PA Branch travelled to
Vande¡bilt for a joint meeting. Bro.
Matthew Laktash introduced our
morning service using the 16th
chapter of John as his text, speaking of Christ being the true vine,
and our role as the branches of that
vine. Bro. James Abbott followed
on the same theme, adding some of
his personal experiences with the
Lord.
After partaking of a nice lunch
prepared by the sisters, we continued with our afternoon service.
While we were just beginning the

meeting, our Sister Pamela King

became ill in the basement, suffering chest pains and having difficuìty

breathing. The b¡others anointed
her, and during the prayer, she was
immediately relieved and was able
to stay for the remainder of the
meeting. P¡aise the Lord for His
blessings to us!
Bro. Lawrence King introduced
the service, telling us of the "more
excellent way" in Jesus Christ.
Hymns of praise and testimonies to
the goodness of God filled the remaining time and we c¿me to a
close of the meeting, feeling that
God surely had been with us.

Another called ln
Roscoe, PA
Bg Nonna Km.dnlL
On May 6, 1991, our Lord
blessed us here at the Roscoe, PA
Branch by calling Brother Dennis
Charles Roberts into His Chu¡ch to
labor for Him, It was a day of
great rejoicing for our branch. Our
brother repented of his sins and
entered into a covenant to serYe
God all the days of his life. Bro,
Roberts had been attending alì of
our services and visiting other
branches whenever he had the opportunity. He had made it known
many times that his desire was to
be baptized and to serve God, but
he wanted to be su.re that it was
the Spirit of God calling him.
Our brother testified that as he
was preparing to come to Sunday
School this morning, the Lord
showed him, as He had many times
before, how He loved him and had
blessed him and his family in providing for them, Bro. Roberts felt
so uNvorthy, and began to thank
God for showing him that today
was his day to come to the Lord.
B¡other Robe¡ts' son, Charles,
had had a dream whe¡e he saw Bro.
James Abbott baptizing his father.
That dream was fulfilled: it was
Bro. Abbott that led him into the
river and performed the ordinance

1991

of baptism. It was a beautiful baptism, the first one our young Bro.
Abbott ever performed.
We returned to the church,
where B¡o. Roberts was confirmed
by Bro. Abbott. Afterward, as we
sang A Ntu Nanæ i,n Gl,org, lhe
congregation went up one by one
and greeted ou¡ new Brother
Roberts. We all greatly rejoiced
over oll¡ new brother, but his wife,
Sister Christine, rejoiced even
more, for now they can really walk
together in the Lord.

Odlnatlon ln Tampa, FL
The Tampa, Florida Branch was
filled to overflowing both naturally
and spiritually on Sunday, April 7,
1991, as we witnessed the ordination of Bro. Scott Griffith into the
office of a deacon. We had 86 people in attendance, including visitors
from Lockport, NY; Atlanta, GA;
Detroit, MI; Hopelawn, NJ; and
Lake Worth and Hollywood, FL.
Bro. Petær Scolaro exhorted us
from the book of Acts, Chapter 6,
relative to the grouth of the early
Church and the calìing of deacons
to assist with the needs of the
saints.

Presiding Elder Ken Staley
then related several experiences
confirming Bro. Scott's calling as a
deacon. One of these experiences
occurred during the recent Florida
Area MBA Campout. As Bro. Jim
Lovalvo was addressing the congregation on Sunday, he looked in
Bro. Scott's direction and saw an
extremely bright glow appear
around ou¡ young brother. After
the service, when Bro. Jim related
what had transpired, he was informed of Bro. Scott's forthcoming
ordination. What a wonderfr¡l
confirmation!
Bro. Bobby Woods, Tampa's
presiding deacon, washed Bro.
Scott's feet. AÏter prayer was offered by Bro. Ken Staley, Bro.
Scott was ordained a deacon by
Bro. Malcolm Paxon.
After a spirit-filled season of
testimony and the administering of
the Lord's Supper, our service was
concluded as we formed a circle and
sang Let It Skine beforc we
dismissed in prayer.
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Two baptlzed in
Monongahela
The bells of heaven were ringing on Sunday, June 23, 1991 for
two souls returning to God. The
Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch
enjoyed cups overflowing with
bìessings when Frances Rullo ¿nd
James William Kolosky were baptized. Brother Richard Scaglione
baptized Sister Frances, and
Brother Bill was immersed by
Brother Robert Nicklow Jr.
During the morning service,
Brothe¡ William Chepanoske confi¡med Frances. Bill was confirmed
by Brother George Johnson.
The preaching was introduced
by Bob Nicklow Jr., who read from
III Nephi concerning Christ descending upon this land. He stated
that the Nephites had heard prophecies of Christ from their youth.
At the point o{ Ch¡ist's descent, the revelation of Christ came
into their hearts. Many of us hear
of Christ when we're young, and
then, on our day of baptism, He is
revealed in each of our hearts. We
need to seek afþr this revelation,
listening to His still, small voice.

GREETINGS

continued .

.

Are we serving the same God
and preaching the same gospel? If
so, we need therefore to preach
with the same zeal and the same
faith in Jesus Christ as the men of
old did in the scriptures.
Grace be unto the readers.

Your servant in Christ,
Marco Randy

MESSAGEconllnued...
He felt that, as in a reìay race, the
baton was being passed from the
gentiles to the Seed of Joseph.
Bro. Isidro Dominguez opened
the service from Habakkuk 14, of
which verse 2 states, "For the
earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea." Bro.
Isidro related how the Lord opened
his mind during the setting of the

sacrament table to the sign of the
solar eclipse-a phenomenon which
occu¡red during this conference and
whose effect was most pronounced
over Mexico and Central America.
The Lord revealed to our brother
that as the moon caused the
darkness upon the earth during the
eclipse, so was it a day of darkness
unto the House of Israel. Then, as
the sun came forth, so shall it be a
new day for the Americas. God's
power and glory will be upon the
Seed of Joseph. So penetrating was
the revelation that we knew it was
God who had spoken through our
brothe¡.
As Bro. Isidro spoke concerning
the new day, Bro. Matthew Picciuto
spoke in the gift of tongues, and

the interpretation came forth,
"Receive this blessing, O House of

lsrael." As Bro. Isidro moved his
hand across the ministry, he told
them that God had forgiven all
their past and had prepared them
to take the Gospel to every nation.
As his hand passed in front of each
brother, a great power was felt by
each. A sister had a vision in which
she saw Christ walking amongst the
ministry, which confirmed the great
power that they felt.
During the service many visions
were had. Numerous brothers and
sisters beheld the angels of God
descending into our midst. Sis.
Maria Dominguez had a vision

(Conlinued on Page 11)

Financial Awareness
Dear Readers:

How aware are ¡rou of the financial pichre of The Church of Jesus
Christ? Do you know why your money is needed and where your dollars are
spent? The General Church Finance Committee wants you to understand
the financiaì picture of the Church, our Church, so you will clearly know the
needs of the Church.

Major Spending Plan ltene-1991 The following is a Tist ol pLonned expenses for The Church of Jesus Christ during the year 1991. Just as you do
in your own home, we are able to use past expenses to estimate whât ou¡
expenses for the next year will be. (In fact, the committee is already planning expenses for 1992 based on this year's costs.)
WCC* Operating
WCC Addition

Expenses

$ 40,100

(mortgage, utilities, maintenance)

Mortgage 23,472
64,600
Insurance
Trustees Expenses
L2,840
1,680
Presidency
4,920
Secretarial
21,600
Print House
3,150
Finance Committee
NationalEduc¿tionCommittee 3,500
13,790
Music Committee
Book of Mormon Committee 4,585
14,300 (English and Spanish)
Gospel News
6,160
Historian
L0,255
Quorum of Twelve
275,218
AII Missionary Activities
TOTAL
$500,110
*WCC: World Conference Center at Greensburg, Pennsylvania

Fi¡¡t Six Months'Receipts In o¡der for us to pay for $500,110 worth
of expenses in 1991, we will need $500,110 worth of receípts during the
same period. When we break the year into three-month periods (quarters),
we can see the st¿tus of our receipts without waiting until December 31 to

August, 1991
add up all our receipts. Using information from last year, we can also com
pare this year's receipts to last year's to dete¡mine whether we're doing
"better" or "worse" this year.
For the sake of keeping records, receipts have been divided into seven
groups-one for each District of the Church in North Ame¡ica. Each of
these districts contains a different number of people, so there,s no point in
comparing one district to the next. The purpose oi this chart is so you can
compare 1991's receipts to those from the sãme period of 1990, foi your
district, and more importantly, for the General Church.

1990

DISTRICT

Atlantic Coast

1991

$ 27,684

Michigan/Ontario

$

53,437

Ohio

24,235

Pennsylvania
Pacific Coast

55,891
36,724

Southeast

22,589
t2,701.

Southwest

22,784

IL,429

$232,661

TOTAL

28,483
40,283
27,593
57,874
24,380

$206,767

Year.to-Date - Firet Six Months 1991 ln October, 1990, the General
Church Conference voted to approve a $550,110 spending plan for 1991 (see
chart on. op_posite page). This meaÌrs we need to réceive E12S,Ozz.so per'
quarter in. J 991. to.eover approved expenses. The graph below depicti the
Church's Actual First Six Months' Receipts next to ,iBudgeted', (Approved¡
First Six. Months' Expenses, aìong with à graphic .upr"ru.-ntution of the en_

tire year's Approved Expenses.

ANNUAL BUDGET

å
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.ANNUAI BUDGET

The General Church Finance Committee plans to update vou periodically
with additional financial information through Thô Gospet "
N¿øs. Pleas_e_ let us know if you have any questions, and plõase don,t forget
your Free lVill Glvlng to the Spending Pìan. If 2000 of us, in the cou¡seìf
1991, each donated 9250.06 to the General Church, we,d meet our 1991 Expenses free and clear. (Do the math if you don't believe it.) Are we all doing our part? May God bless you for your continued support.
and provide you
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MESSAGE conttnued
which lasted for over an hour during the service,
In part of her vision, Sister
Maria saw a mountain behind the
rostrum, from which angels
descended holding white flags,
which they planted on the sides of
the mount¿in. She also saw a torch
beside each flag. Overcome by the
Spirit at one point, she kept
repeating, "Yes, Lord, I will obey! I
will go." The understanding was
given to her that the flags
represented the nations that would
come to Zion and the torch was the
light of the Restored Gospeì that
would be preached to each nation.
Prior to administering the
sacrament, a spirit of singing
prevailed as we sang To See th¿
MuminC Light. As the chorus was
being repeated, God's call to re.
pentânce entered the congregation.
A sister saw Christ touch individuals, and then, along with the
rest of us, saw these individuals
break down under the spirit and
ask for their baptism. Five gave
their lives to the Lord as we sang
the chorus over and over. What ã
glorious moment we experienced as
the spirit of repentance entered in!
During the service, God placed
upon the hearts of seve¡al ministers
the necessity of going out to a mission field. Everything was coming
together. \{e could see how God
had moved all week long; the love
and unity experienced by the
ministry, the willingness to go, the
sanctification of our lives, and now
the divine message of a new day for
the Americas! Plans are being made
to send laborers into the harvest.
This year will be a glorious one.
Never befo¡e has the Lord directed,
in such a powerful manner, the
need to take the Restored GosDel
forth. Bro. Frank Ciotti
"equested
that the Seed of Joseph share
in
the financial burden of this undertaking. God will provide.
Yea, a new day has dawned,
and glorious will be the hour as God
makes ba¡e his arm in the eves of
all nations.

t2
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Ou¡ brother is survived by his wife, Sis. Catherine,

WEDDINGS "

one daushter, three granddaughters, and one great'
ørandsoã. Bro. Fred was a faithful member of the

öhu¡ch, known for his regular attendance at all
meetings, even accompanying his wife to Ladies' Cir'
cìe. HiJ sudden death came as a shock to us, and he
will be dearly missed by his family and all his loved
ones in the Bell, CA Branch.

BURNS_DAVELLA

M¡. James Michael Burns and Sis' Michele Davella
were united in holy matrimony on May 11, 1991-at the
Hopelawn, New Jérsey Branch of The Church of Jesus
Christ.
B¡o. Par¡l Benyola officiated at the ceremony-.
Music¿l selections'were provided by Bro. Richard
Benvola and Jim Nusso.
îhe newlyweds are residing in Red Bank, NJ. May
God richly blõss them in their new lives together.

JENNIE CIARROCHI
Sister Jennie Ciarrochi passed on to her eternal
rewa¡d on Mav 16, 1991. She was born Juìy 8' 1901 in
Donora, Pen¡õyslvania, and was baptized in Niles, Ohio
on December 6, 192ó.
Bro. Joe Genaro officiated at the funeral, assisted
bv Bro. Jenv Giovannone. Sisters Barbara Nuzzi and
B"ettv Gennaio provided musical selections.
Óur sisær rias preceded in death by her husband,
Bro. Nazareth, in Àpril, 1980. She is survived by one
daughter, two sons, four grandchildren, and two
"øreat-qrandchildren.
Wã prav that Sis. Jennie's family will feel the
Lord's cãmiorting arms around them during this time
of loss.

KEIBLER-DRASKOVICH
Mr. Dale Keibler and Miss Sherry Draskovich were
united in marriage on Saturday, May 25, 1991 at the
Greensburg, PA Branch.
The wedding ceremony was performed by Bro
Pauì Gehly. Muõical selections w-ere provided by Bro.
Joe Saeli,'accompanied by Sis. Alice Saeli'
It was trdy ã beautiful day for all those in attendance. We pray thut God's presence and Spirit will
always follow Ì)ale and Sheiry throughout their life
together.

LARRY LUXEUIL
Brother Larry E. Luxeuil was taken from this life
on July 6, 1991. ile was born on September 74, L942,
and wâs baptized on March 19, 1969. He was a
member ofihe Youngstown, Ohio Branch.
Brothers Mike lttliano and Ralph Berardino performed the funeral'
Our brother is su¡vived by his mother and two
sisters, Sisters Wendy DeAtley and Belt-y Quinn' Bro'
Larrv was an invalid for most of his adult life, but was
aìwavs smilins and cheerft ' He enjoyed singing hymns
and äiscussinã the scriptures with all the brothers and
sisters. His gieat faith-carried bim through a long ill'
ness. We wil-l miÉs him. May God bless his family.

OBITUARIES
FR,EDRICK \ryHITTINGTON

Brother Fredrick Whittington passed away on May
12, 1991. He was born on June 10, 1907, and was a.
mémber of the Bell, California Branch of The Chwch
of Jesus Christ, baptized in May of 196õ.
The funeral service, held at the cemetåry, was otfìciated by Bro. Bob McDonnell'

------l
I

VICTOR CIAROLLA

I

Address Chanqee!
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_____J

Brother Victor Ciarolla passed from this life on
June 16. 1991, He was bom October 8, 1906 in
Rossa¡oao, Italy, and was baptized on May 1, 1932. He
served as a teacher in the Chu¡ch for over fifty years'
Bro. Bob Ciarocchi officiated at the funeral, with
Sis. Barbara Nuzzi providing vocal and piano
selections.

Left to mou¡n the loss of ow b¡other are his r¡¡ife,

Sister Annie, two sons, three daughters, 18 grand' children. anà 29 weat-grandchild¡en' Bro. Victor's loss
wiìl be felt bv thð mani lives he touched in such a lov'
ing and special way. Mây God's Spirit fill the void left
in his family's hearts.
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Messiah a Jew

By

By T. D, Bucci
Jews, whose very existence is
one of the most remarkable facts of
\istory, can trace their lineage back
in time about four thousand years.
During the course of centuries, they
have been ruthlessly persecuted and
scattered throughout the world. In
spite of their suffering for so many
years, God has miraculously
preserved them.
Christians as well as Jews hold
that the ancient Israelites were
chosen of God for a peculiar destiny
as a "Holy People," through whom
all the families of the earth would
be bìessed. Prior to and during the
Second World War, an estimated
six million Jews were killed in

Europe. However, they have placed
an indelible mark on the whoìe of
western civilization with some of
the noblest ethical ideals, as well as
many of the greatest creative
geniuses in the arts, sciences, and
business, It is through the Jew that
we have the conception of one God.
Through an Israelite called Moses,
we have the great moral code called
the "Ten Commandments," upon
which many of our civil laws are
lased.

Christians believe that about
two thousand years ago, through a
Jew named Jesus of Nazareth, came

(Conlinued on Page
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Vo,l,eríc Dulüse

"Then thou shalt call, and the
Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry,
and He shall say, Here I am"
(Isaiah 58:9).

We at the Modesto, CA Branch
felt the Lord's sweet Spirit in our
midst on this day, with the visit of
three elders who are very close to
our hearts. Bro. Joe Ciarolla f¡om
Rive¡bank, CA; Bro. David Picciuto
from San Carlos, AZ; and Bro. Rusty Heaps from Anaheim, CA joined
us in praise and worship on July 21,
1991.

After opening prayer, several of
our sisters requested to be
anointed. Our sister Lisa Martinez
and her son Joshua had been involved in a terrible car accident the
week before, in which a car drove
into the rear of ou¡ sister's car.
Their car was destroyed and the
doors had to be sawn off so the
paramedics couìd gain access to
Lisa and Joshua, who were covered
with broken glass. Neither of them
received a scratch, and our sister
was only stiff and sore as a result
of the accident.
Lisa and Joshua were anointed
that there would be no repercussions from this accident, physically
or mentally. How wonderful our
Lord is, protecting and shielding us
from the dangers we face daily!
Many times we take it for granted

that God is watching over us, and
we don't fully appreciate His mercy
and compassion as he manifests it
in these ways on a daily basis. This
realization may come to us only
after a very traumatic expeúence,
such as an accident, in which we
were spared by His hand.
Bro. Joe Ciarolla opened the
meeting with the theme, "Keep
your focus on Jesus Christ." Our
brother exhorted us to make an
agreement with the Lord, and from
the agreement we need to have an
association, and tlrorrgh the
association, we will have access to
God. Then we will have the authority, and through the authority we
gain blessed assurance. Throughout
life's trials, tribulations, and afflictions, he explained, our focus should
¡emain fixed on our Lord Jesus
Christ. Our actions, thoughts, and
the \ryords we speak should all
reflect adherence to His Gospel at
all times. If we have a marital,
financial, or physical problem, we
need to focus ourselves on Jesus
Christ. Our brother urged the saints
to be more righteous; in order to
have access to God, we should live
a righteous life. "The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." Prayers øre being
answered. Miracles have been taking place here in Modesto.
Recently, our Siste¡ Frances
Camarda came forth to have the
(Continued on Page 3)
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50th Anniversaries
On May 19, 1991, we at Branch
#1 celebrated with Sis. Lydia Lombardo her 50 years in the Church.
She was baptized on May 8,
1941 by Bro. V. James Lovalvo at
the young age of 17. She was o¡dained a deaconess on September

lt,

1977.
Sis. Lydia said she feels so
blessed with a wonderful family,
her two sons, two daughters-inlaw
and five þlus one on the way)

grandchildren. Our sister feels that
when she made that commitment to
serve the Lord, He served her more
and better than she could ever
serve Him, and also expressed how
the brothers and sisters have been
â great source of strength to her.
Sis. Lydia mentioned that many

Mother's Day, May I1, 1941, at the
Brooklyn, New York Branch by
Bro. Gabriel Mazzeo znd confirmed
by Bro. Nicholas Faragasso. Both
of these brothers have gone on to
their reward, and Sis. Betty tells us
that they were wonderful brothers.
On the same day, our sister's
mother and Sis. Caroline Gerardi
were also baptized. Her father was
baptized in San Diego, California,
15 years later in 1956. Sis. Betty's
husband, John, and her two sons,
John and Dan, are also members of
the Church.

times she felt she failed the Lord,
but He was always right there to
pick her up again. She quoted a
hymn that she holds near and dear
to her heart and truly expresses the
way she feels: "How con I ner sufficimtlE yruise HimlFor all the
thùngs He h,os dnnn far mE svu\? "
Her testimony this day was an inspiration to us all.
Sis. Johnna Lesperance

Sie. Betty Azzinaro

Sis. Betty expressed her feeìings to all of us here in the Simi
Valley Branch by telling us that the
bìessings and healings in her life
have been many, She has many
joyful memories of serving the

Lord, and her sincere prayer is that
she would remain faithful to the
end of her days. Sister Betty has
served the Church as a deaconess
since she was ordained on March

25, 1979.

Note of Thnnlß
Sis. Lydio Lomb¡¡do

By Lind,a Reyno\ds

Brother Chris Bilardo of New
Brunswick, New Jersey would like
to thank the saints for their prayers
and cards of well wishes that he
received during his recent heart attack and hospital stay.

In May of 1991, Sister Betty
Azzinaro of the Simi Valley, California Branch celebrated 50 years in
The Church of Jesus Christ.
Sis. Betty was baptized on

I want to thank all my wonderfuì brothers, sisters, and friends for

your prayers, love, cards, and calìs.
Your thoughtfulness has been a
source of strength during my husband Pete's illness and death. I
strive to live daily in the Lord's
arms.

My prayer is that God will bless
all of you for your love and
kindness.

Sister Eleanor Buffa

Dear Brothers, Sisters, and
Friends:
We wish to express our ihanks,
firstJy to the Lord for extending
His hand of mercy toward my
granddaughter, Carrie Carrabia,
during her recent four-month
hospital stay, having been seriously
afflicted with a rare t¡ae of
bacterial pneumonia.
She went through many
rigorous tests and procedures during those four months. At one point
we thought we were going to lose
her, but the Lord saw fit to bring
her back to us. She has certainly
come a long way, and is now home,
completing her recuperation and
therapy.
Secondly, but just as important,
we would like to thank all of you
for your concern, as shown by your
thoughts, prayers, and cards. They
are all very greatly appreciated.
May the Lord continue to richly
bless all of you and keep you in His
tender loving care.
Love in Christ,
Sister Vienna Carrabia and Family

Sister Theresa Del Brocco of
the North Jackson, Ohio Mission
has been very ill. She has had two
heart attacks, and has spent time in
the hospital's ICU.
She is feeling a little better,
and she wants to thank all the
brothers and sisters for their
prayers, cards, and phone calls.
May God bless aìl of you for
your thoughtfulness towards her.
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Trees
Bg

O|i,ue ÐLzbg

A song was written some years
ago about a tree. The first line of

the song said, "I think I shall never
see/A poem lovely as a tree."
Men are referred to as trees
many times in the scriptures. The
blind man whom Jesus healed said
before he could see clearly, "I see
men as trees walking."
A t¡ee can begirr with a very
small seed. Matthew 13:31 speaks
of the small mustard seed. It is the
least of all seeds, but when it is
grown, it becomes a tree that the
birds can lodge in.
In AIma 32, Alma says that if
we nourish and care for the good
seed that was planted within us,
that it will get root and grow into a
tree that will spring up into
everlasting life. It will bring forth
fruit unto us that can be plucked
and eaten, We can feast upon it until we are filled.
Psalm L:3 refers to a godly man
as a tree planted by the rivers of
water that bringeth forth fruit in
its season; his leaf aìso shaìl not
wither, and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper.
In Daniel 4, King Nebuchadnezzar saw himself in a dream as a
large tree growing in the midst of
the earth. The tree grew to be
strong, and the f¡uit thereof was
much. It was meat for all.
Some trees take longer to grow
than others. The less sturdy ones
are tossed to and fro, whichever
way the wind blows. If trees are
planted too close together, their
branches don't have a chance to
spread out.
Some trees die young, while
othe¡s stand the ages of time. In
Isaiah 65:22, God says,"For as the
days of a tree are the days of my
people."
As the song ends, the last line
says, "But only God can make a
tree."
MESSIAH continued
the Messiah or Savior, whom the
Jews had been taught to expect.
And by rejecting Him, they brought

about the condition of their dispersion and persecution for many centuries. Some Christians also believe
that there will be a literal gathering
of the whole House of Israel, of
which the Jews are only a small
part, to their God-given land of
inheritance.
Jews have returned in masses
to a land which had been desolate
for many centuries, have reclaimed
that land, revived their ancient
language, built cities and villages,
and established a vigorous and
ever"growing community. This was
accomplished against all odds and
despite strong opposìtion. Although
the Jews created their stâte in the
ìand of Palestine in 1948, they have
had to fight four wars to maintain

their security and independence. I
believe that all of these events pertaining to the Jews are a fulfillment
of prophecy. The Lord God has set
His hand for the second time for
the restoration of His ancient covenant people and the fulfilling of the
covenants made to the Jewish
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Having such a notable
history, we are now viewing the
beginning of a great and marvelous
era for the House of Is¡ael.
It is important to understand
the Jew. The events transpirìng in
the world today are a warning to
the nations of the world. Let us
pray for our nation and the nations
of the world, that they may
recognize God's program, for the
time draws near and the day wiìl
come when the Israelites will be
persuaded, by none other than
Jesus Himself, that the same Jesus
of Nazareth is truly the longawaited Messiah. The Chu¡ch has
made very good progress among
the Native Americans; let us exercise evangclism toward the Jew as
weì1.

MODESTO conlinued
elders lay hands on he¡ for the affliction of her ears. She was experiencing a terrible ringing in her
head, and her ears were plugged.
Immediately after she was
anointed, the ringing stopped and
her ears were clear. Praise God!
When the doctors can do nothing to

¿1

help us, our Holy Father is able and
willing to answer pmyer.
Bro. David Picciuto then stood
to expand upon the message
brought forth by Bro. Ciarolla. He
asked us, as we focus on Jesus, to
remember the point in our lives at
which Jesus found us lost in sin,
and brought us out of sin, that by
His grace we might att¿in salvation. The goal of this life is obtaining this salvation. We need to
strive to achieve a love like
Christ's, and to keep our spiritual
attitude high, to get close to God in
the face of turmoil and temptation.
Remember, "We are m.ore than conquerors!"
Bro. Heaps' sermon drew an
analogy between the physical temple of the Old Testament and ou¡
spiritual service to God. In the days
of Moses, God required the children
of Israel to build a tabernacìe.
Before the priest could enter the
Holy of Holies, the very innermost
chamber, he was required to offer a
sacrifice, pìacing it on the aìtar.
Bro, Rusty rehearsed for us the
story of Abraham, who was told by
God to sacrifice his son, Isaac. He
also reminded us of the unequalled
sacrifice made by God Himself
when He sent His only begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, to take upon
Him the sins of the world. Bro.
Rusty reminded us that "Salvation
could not be purchased with money,
but by no means did it come free."
In order to claim the promises of
God, it is first necessary that øe
make an offering on the altar of
sacrifice-our lives.
As an analogy of the tabernacle
progressed, our b¡othe¡ explained
about the menorah, the sacred candle stand, inside the Holy of Holies.
He encouraged us to keep the lights
inside of us burning brightly, that
others might see. The fuel for our
lights will be provìded by the Holy
Spirit in our lives. Only after we
have sacrificed, and made our light
shine, can we hope to receive the
covenants of God which are like unto the covenants of blessing given
to the Children of Israel.
A beautiful season of testimony
followed. We felt very uplifted in
hearing the thankfulness of our
B¡other Art Martinez as he praised

(Cont¡nued on Page 6)
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Stella Iìenyola had a dream in
which she saw a large group of tbe
Seed of Joseph waiting outside her
mother's home. She ran inside and
askccl where her brother, Joe Arcuri, was. Her mother told her he
was upstairs sleeping. She went
upstairs and called him, saying,
"Joe, the Seed of Joseph is outside
waiting for you." Since that time,
Brother Joe did not cease to labor
among thcm. Today, we have a mis.
sìon in Cottagevilìe and a meeting
place.

Atlantic Coast Missionary Work
Bu Matthew Roøolino, Atlantic Coast DMOC Chairman
Freehold, New Jersey The
work among the Spanish speaking
people ìn Freehold continues with
much success. It is a place where
we have fountl thc love of Cod in a
special way.
Over 35 years ago, Brother
Cleveland Baldwin had a drearn to

take the Gospeì to Freehold.
Through the years, many souls have
come through those doors to find
new life. It's a place where I've
seen men's lives changed and made
over again.
The memory from the past of
the love which we have found with
the brothers and sisters there will
never be erased. I suppose I could

fìll pages telìing experiences received in that little white building,
because part of me is there, and it
will always be specìaì to me.
Now that our new brothers and
sisters are coming to this branch,
our heart swells with happiness. I
was there on a Tuesday night and
could look into their eyes and see
their expressions of love, even
though I could not speak their
language. There is something about
a soul that has found Jesus Christ
that can communicate that love
without wo¡ds.
The elders currently there are
Brothers Jim Crudup, Joseph Perri,
and Willie Brown. Incidentally,
before Brother Willie came into the
Church, he had a dream that he
would dìe in 1969. lt troubled him
as he told the elde¡s. Brother Cleve
said to him, "Wiìlie, it's November;
what are you going to do?" The
next day Willie came to church and
heard the words sung, "Have you

counted the cost/If your soul should
be lost?". Willie broke down in
tears and made a covenant with
God. He died that clay, spiritually,
in November of 1969, and was born
again. May God bless our brothcrs
in the work they are doing.

Brunswick, Maine The Brunswick,
Maine Mission was dedicated this
past July 21. Behind the scenes of
this well-established mission is the
toil of many years.
About 20 years ago, a cry was
made, "Bríng the Cospel up hcrcl"
Brother John Onorato was requesting that an eÌder would come
or send an anointed handkerchief
because of an illness. B¡other
tr'rank Zaher was about to anoint
and send a handkerchief when God
spoke to him, saying, "Why don't
you go there yourselfl" Through
Brother Frank's efforts, there were
several baptisms.
There a¡e 13 members meeting
there now. 'foday we look back and
are gìad that someone had the vision to see a work become a reality.
No one knows the tears and

pravers that go into building a mission more than the ones who labor
in the field.

Cottageville, South Carolina The
work among the Seed of Joseph
(American Indians) is moving forward in South Carolina. Our Ìate
Brother Joe Arcuri, who recently
passed away this July 29, and the
brothers and sisters who have gone
with him, left a distinct imprint in
that state.
On October 10, 1974, Sister

Brother Joe is greatly missed,
but with God's help, our desìrc is
that this work would llourish.
Brother Philip Arcuri has taken
over the reins.
Spartanburg, South Carolina The
work in Spartanburg, SC started
through the desire of Sister
Josephine H icks from Freehold,
About 20 years ago, she testified,
"Brothers, I have to go to Spartanburg and tell them about The
Church of Jesus Christ." She could
not go, however, because she was
feeble and could barely walk.
Our late Brother Evangelist,
Nathan Peterkin, heard these words
and put them into his heart. He
could not rest until he started and
fuÌfilled the desires of this sister. I
never dreamed that I would see so
beautiful a mission as we have
there now,
In the last yéai.there lave been
four baptisms. They have a
membership of 17, and Brother
Harold LittJejohn presides as [heir
elder. Sister Hicks had a vision,
Brother Nathan exe¡cised the fâith,
and now others have found the
reality. May God bless their efforts.
New York City The work in New
York's Bowery started eleven years
ago. It began when a nurse asked
us to help her start a mission in the
Detoxication Center. Since that
time, the work has been turned
over to us,
The men the¡e needed someone
to t¿lk to about their troubles and
fears, and we have enjoyed being
able to reach them. Space does not
allow us to tell the stories of the
men who turn avr'ay I'rom addiction
because they have now found a
(Cont¡nued on Page 6)
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"Let us be glad and, rejo'ice, o,nd gifle honour to hi'm: for the mrnrioge oJthn Lo.mb
is come, anrl his wi,fe hath mad.e herseLf read,y. And to hnr was grantetl that sh,e
should be o"maEed in fi,ne Líræn, c\eon ond, white: for the fine Li'n'en is the
righteou;sness of suints" (Revelation 19:7&8).
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these words, given to the Apostìe John on the Isle of Patmos, speak of the day
when the Lamb of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, comes to wed His bride, the Church.
She has made great preparations for this wedding day, making herself ready, as
is cxpected of all brides, in a fine white garment, "the righteousness of saints."
'We

are blessed to know, in these latter days, that these things must shortly come
to pass. God has made us part of a chain of events which no other religious organization understands or accepts. As we read how God will use this Church to bring
Israel back to Him, and how He will ultimately use Israeì to bring all nations to
His truth, we are humbìed to realize what an important work the Lord has given
us to do.

M¡ry T.Dburr¡ro
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We also believe in the continued revelation of God to His people. As the Lord
directed Noah to build an ark, as He led the family of Lehi to a promised Jand,
as He showed men such as the brother of Jared and the Apostle John all things
from the creation unto the end of time, we know that He continues to reveal to
us and to direct us today.

440ú5

The revelations of this never-changing God are always consistent with the words
recorded in the Bible and Book of Mormon, for they, too, are the revealed words
of God. It should come as no surprise, then, when the Lord gives us a commandment to become a more ríghteous people in His sight. As the wedding day of the
Lamb of God approaches, the bride must make herself ready. According to the
scriptures, in order for the Bridegroom to wed His Church, she must truly be ar-

rayed in that fine white wedding garment, "the righteousness of saints."
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While we know that many things must come to pass before the Son of God will
return to claim His bride, we must not use this knowledge as an excuse for failing
to attain greater heights of godliness in our lives. We have been commissioned
to bring the Restored Gospel to Israel and to the four corners of the earth. Without
the direction, power, and Spirit of God upon us, we will surely wander in the
wilderness. Unless we yieìd ourselves fully to the dictates of the Holy Ghost, we
will continually lean upon our own frail understanding, which is truly foolishness

in the sight of God.
The righteousness of saints brings faith, strength, and power to The Church of
Jesus Christ. But this righteousness is not something that comes about all by itself.
The decision to live more righteously rests with each one of us, with you and with
me, not so much for men to see, but for God to see our willingness to serve Him
and abide in His will.

It

may take time for us to fully attain the level of righteousness God seeks, learning and growing a little day by day. Being human, however, is no reason for us
not to put forth our full efforts. As we endeavor to reach the throne of God, He
will use us in greater and greater ways to bring about the restoration of the House
of Israel. All nations will come to the mountajn of the Lord's House, and Satan
will be bound. Most importantly, we will at last be the people that God wants us

to be; the Bride of the Lamb will finally have on her wedding garment.

September, 1991
MODESTO continued

The

God for sparing his wife and son in

Children's
Corner
By Jan Steinrock

Following Jesus
Dear Girls and Boys,
The Book of Mormon tells us
that people had waited fo¡ Jesus
since the earliest days of man.
After the Tower of Babel days, the
brother of Jared saw Jesus in a vi-

sion hundreds and hundreds of
years before He was born,
Finally the time came when an
angel told Mary she would have a
baby who would be the Savior of
the world, so long awaited. As a
young boy, Jesus sat in the temple
and spoke with the priests there un-

til they were astonished by His

understanding. That understanding
of people and God's love grew and

grew until the time came when
multitudes of people foìlowed Jesus
whereve¡ He went. Often He healed
many; always He taught them more
about living a peaceful, loving life.
Jesus picked twelve men to go
with Him-to learn from Him. He
called them apostles. His plan was
for these men to continue spreading
the good news about God's love and
power aJter the time of Jesus'
death. Later some of these twelve
wrote down their experiences of the
days they walked with the Lord.
These books in the Bible are called
the New Testament, You can read
what the Apostle Matthew
remembered about a day with Jesus
and then read in the other books
what the Apostles Luke or John
remembered.

In the Book of Mormon, we
Iearn that Jesus picked another
twelve special followers in the
Americas. He called them His
twelve disciples. They also wrote a
record of the things Jesus had
taught them.
One thing that Jesus Christ

made plain to all from the very

beginning was that following Him
and being a true Christian was not
an easy job. Jesus taught people to
ihink about doing things that would
make their souls strong. For example, He told them that they were to
love their enemies! They (and we)
were to forgive people who hurt
them even if they hurt them the
same \ryay over and over, seventy
tìmes seven, But best of all, we are
to love everyone, all people, like we
love ourselves.
His own apostles had trouble
controlling their feelings at times.
When the night came that Jesus
knew the soldiers wouìd come to atrest Him to be put to death, He
was praying for strength. The
soldiers came with Judas and took
Jesus. The Apostle Peter leaped up
and with his sword hit one of the
enemy on the side of his head, cutting off his ear. You and I probably

would have wanted to fight too, but
the Lord took the ear of this man,
touched it and healed him.
Jesus was our example to
follow. When things get too tough
fo¡ us and we don't think we can
control ou¡selves, He will help us.
He had all power-to heal, to do
anything-yet He allowed His body
to be put to death to prove to us

the¡e is a heaven, a better way of
Iife that strengthens our souls and
leads to peace. No matter who you
are or how old you are, He is the
one Lord; and He bas a special job
for you and a special love for you,
too.
Sincerely,
Sister Jan

Memory verse for "smart kids":
John 10:16 (younger), and Matthew
16:28 (older).

the car accident. Many others
testified of God's light and love,
which they had feìt in their lives as
they struggled with some trial or
fríghtening circumstance.
Throughout all passages of life, one
thing remains fixed, unchangeable,
and constant: God's abundant grace
toward all mankind. We a¡e here on
this earth to learn to love H'im, as
well. I pray we will all be successful, through Christ Jesus.

MESSAGE conl¡nued
reason to live. Those of you who
have contributed by sending

clothing and pajamas have been a
g:reat blessing.
When our radio broadcasts were
about to end, over 35 men from the
Bowery signed a request, unknown
to us, hoping to keep us on the air.
We ask for your prayers that we
may aìways continue this work in
the Bowery.
Dedham, Massachusetts The
Dedham, MA work stârted in 1979
in the home of Brother Genaro
D'Arco. Since that time, meetings
have been held in that vicinity.
Evangelist Dominick Rose and his
wife, Sister Belle, have traveled

there faithfully for the past twelve
years. In recent y€ars, B¡o. Sam
Sgro has accompanied them.
In 1989, Louis and Dora Caìisi,
who live in the area, were told
about the Gospel by Sister Saìly
Romano of FÌorida. The Calisis
gave themselves to God and were
baptized. 'l'o hear their testimony is
a bÌessing.

We were saddened by the pass"
ing of one of the faithful elders of
the Mission, Bro. Donald Valentì,
during the past year. It is our
prayer that the Lord may bless the
continued efforts of our brothers
and sisters there.
'We

have endeavored to give
you a report of our missionary wor
in the Atlantic Coast. I beìieve
there is a yearning in the heart of
every soul who has found the Truth

(Conlinued on Page 10)
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Sunday, April 14, 1991 was
another day of celebration for
members and friends of the Detroit
Inner City Branch of The Church of
Jesus Christ. It was the day that
Brigido Deleon had given his life
over to the Lord. He was baptized
by Bro. Gary Champine and con-

firmed by Bro. Flip Palacios.
A few months earlier, Brigido
had walked into "La Iglesia de Jesu
Cristo" (The Church of Jesus
Christ) on 25th and Vernor (Mexico
Town) as a Sunday evening service
was being held.
He walked into church a broken
man. He had been living on the
streets, sleeping in storefront doorways and on railroad tracks. He
had lived outdoors through a freezing Michigan winter-it's a miracìe
that Brigido survived. Through all
this, however, he kept having experiences which eventually led him
to The Church of Jesus Christ.
Bro. Gary Champine recalled
that when Brigido entered the
church building for the first time,
he could hardly walk. He was
chilled to the bone, and it was evident that he had been drinking. As
Bro. Gary looked upon him that
day, a verse of scripture suddenly
came to his mind. "Be not forgetful
to entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels
unawares" (Hebrews 13:2).
Our brother then called Brigido
forwa¡d to be anointed, after which
many noticed a slight change in his
countenance. From that day forward, Brigido showed a sincere inte¡est in the Church and a spirit of
determination to better his life.
Some of the saints who live in
Mexico Town helped Brigido by
bringing him into their homes and
providing for his physical needs as
well as his spiritual needs.
Bro. Sam DiFalco, visiting from
the Sterling Heights Branch, spoke
about the plainness of the Lord,
and what He expects us to do: Re-

pent of our sins and be baptized.
He also pointed out that God will
talk to anybody. He speaks to
everyone according to their own
understanding. God is pìain and He
does not set limìts on whom He will
speak to.

Brother Brigido heard the Lord,
and was obedient to His command
to repent and be baptized. Our hope
is that our new brother in Christ
will continue to grow in the Spirit
of our Lord and be used as a
mighty instrument in His hand.

New workers at Branch 4
Over the past two yeaf,s our little branch in Redford Township,
Michigan has eqioyed the increase
of three good workers: Brother
Jonathon Marinetti as a teacher,
and Sisters Josephine Pepper and
Santina LaCivita as deaconesses.
Since their ordinations, these individuals have enriched and uplifted
our membership. All three of them
car¡y many responsibilities for our
b¡anch. Brother Jonathon par-

ticularly instructs both the adult
Sunday School class and the men's
class in a very gentìe yet steadfast
manner. Sister Santina and Sister
Josephine are always ready with
helping hands. In addition to their
duties as ordained deaconesses,
they both go the extra mile in servicing the membership of our
branch. Sister Josephine has kept a
pictorial and audio tape history of
the b¡anch for many years, both of
which are treasu.res to us. Siste¡
Santina plays the piano for us every
meeting.
The day of their ordinations
was a beautifuÌ one. It was
November 19, 1989, and our
building was filled to capacity. Bro.
Dominic Thomas introduced the service and mentioned his delight in
seeing these members being set
apart in their vocations for the
Lord. He went on to explain how
there are many people who do good
things, but being called to work for
the Lord is special. He read from
both Philippians and Ephesians, ex-

panding on the idea of being
generous in ou¡ service. Brother
Dominic then explained the role of
a deaconess, and how this service is
a labor of love. He then spoke to
Brother Jonathon about the responsibilities of a teacher. He read from
I Corinthians 4:16, and explained
that Brother Jonathon's calling
would be that of a father to the
membership of the branch. He said,
"He will embrace the membership
of Branch 4 as if they were his
children." In his closing comments,
Brother Dominic stressed his
pleasure by saying, "In these o¡dinations we are adding strength to
Branch 4. We are adding good service and elements for success."
Brother Nick Pietrangelo
followed Bro. Dominic, very carefully outlining the duties of teacher
and deaconess. He stressed that
these are offices to be valued and
respected. After Bro. Nick's words,
Brother Jonathon had his feet
washed by Bro. John Impastato,
Sis. Josephine's feet were washed
by Sis. Anne Lovalvo, and Sis.
Mary Vitto washed Sis. Santina's

feet. After a prayer by Bro. Tullio
LaCivita, Bro. Jonathon was o¡dained by his uncle, Bro. Nick
Pietrangelo; Sister Santina was ordained by Bro. Paul Vitto; and Sis.
Josephine was ordained by Bro.
Kerry Carlini.
Since that special day we have
enjoyed every endeavor of our newly ordained officers. They are a
blessing and an encou¡agement to
us all. We would pray that the Lord
would continue to inspire, direct,
and encourage them in the things
th¿t He would have them do.

Baptism at Branch

I

Bg Johnna Lesparanne
This article should help to encourage all the saints who have
been waiting for years for a loved
one to ask for baptism. B¡o. John
Soave asked to be baptized on April

24, 199t.
His wife, three daughters, and
th¡ee sons-inJaw are all members of
the Church, and they always hoped

(Conlinued on Page 8)
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and prayed that he would join them
in the united spirit and peace they
felt with Jesus. Bro. John has been
suffering with headaches for years;
he's even undergone several

surgeries, but still no relief. On this
particular day, the pain became increasingly worse and nothing
seemed to help, so he felt to call on
the ministry to be anointed.
Bro. John and his wife, Sis.
Mary Jane, went to Bro. Nick
Pietrangelo's house, where he was
anointed, but then Bro. Nick felt to
¡ebu.ke the evil spirit from John.

Bro. John felt a struggle within him
and had to leave the room. He knelt
in the other room and prayed for
strength. When he came back into
the room he fell to his knees,
grabbed Bro. Nick's a¡m and
begged for help, and then asked for
his baptism.
Fifteen years earlier Bro.
John's mother-in-law, Sis. Mary
Gianzante, had a dream that John
would ask for his baptism on a
Wednesday. She encouraged the
family with this experience. Well,
Sis. Mary's dream came to pass.
John did ask on a Wednesday and
was baptized that evening. Bro.
Louis Pietrangelo baptized him and
Bro. Peter Scola¡o con$rmed him.
Àt least four branches were
represented there, on a Wednesday
night. It was very uplifting to see
so many come out to witness someone's baptism.
Please remember to pray for
our new brother; he still gets those
headaches but he knows, along with
the rest of us, that with Jesus all
things are possible.

Baptlsm at Sterllng
Helghts, Ml
By Haze| Zoltek
Sunday morning, July 28, 1991,
met at the lake to witness the
baptism of our new Brother Joseph
F. Adickes. He was led into the
water by Brother Louis Vitto.
A newcomer to The Church of
Jesus Christ, Brother Joe has had
several experiences in his life which
continually led him to seek the
\rye

Lord. At the young age of seven he
was walking alone in a field when
the realization c¿me to him that he
had a spirit dwelling within him. At
age twenty, another revelation
came to him regarding the nature
and existence of God, and that it
was He who had created the world.
Up to this time, Joe had never attended church or been exposed to
religion.
In May of this year, in his own
words, "God yanked me out of a
worldly life and let me know He
had work for me to do and it was
time to get started." He had been
reading the Bible and was absorbing what he read. He then began
his search for a church. Running his
finger down a page in the yellow
pages, he stopp€d at the listing for
The Church of Jesus Christ; it was
near his home.
He walked in on a Wednesday
night. The Ladies' Uplift Circle was
meeting upstairs, and the brothers
were meeting in a class downstairs.
Hearing the men's voices in the
basement, Joe \ryent down and
joined them, asking many questions
concerning the Chu¡ch. He ìiked

what he heard.
On the following Saturday
night, Joe had a dream in which he
saw the interior of a church with
red carpeting and white and gold
ìight frxtures. The concept
"anointed servants" came strongly
to him in his dream, Joe came back
on Sunday and, seeíng the upstairs
of the Sterling Heights Branch for
the first time, his dream was fulfilled. Up until this time he had
never attended any church for mo¡e
than two meetings, but suddenly he
knew that this was the church for
him.
Our Brother Joe attended every
service since that time, and in be'
tween, the brothe¡s of ou¡ branch
have heen to his home to meet with
him, spending many hours listening
and talking, getting to know Joe
and discussing with him the plan of
Salvation. By the time he asked for
his baptism, the brothers in the
ministry were convinced of his
sincerity.
Already, Brother Joe has introduced a friend to the Church
who is also interested and attending
regularly.
As we returned to church from

the baptismal site, Bro. Lou Vitto
spoke to us concerning our need to
focus on the future-to look for a
better life through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Our Brother Joe was
transformed today, and his name is
now inscribed in the Lamb's Book
of Life.
As the elders knelt around ou¡
new brother, Bro. Sam DiFalco
called upon the Lord in mighty
prayer, then Bro. John Straccia laid
his hands on our new brother for
the reception of the Holy Ghost. It
turned out that today was also
scheduled for feet washing, and our
new b¡other had the privilege of
participating in that ordinance as
well.
It was a fulì day for all of us
and we, too, were blessed. We need
workers in our branch, and Brother
Joe has already shown his willingness. Please join us in our
prayers that others will soon choose
the better life as well.

Rochester, NY
On Sunday, April 7, 1991, we
were blessed to have Bro, Wayne
and Sis. Tina Martorana and their
children with us.
After we opened the service
with community singing, Bro.

\{a¡.ne spoke to us from Genesis
49, "Joseph is a fruitful bough;
even a fruitful bough by a well,
whose branches run over the wall."
The time of the Gentiles is at hand,
where they have the leading role in
the Church. Our brother spoke of
the plan of God, saying that God's
way is the best way. He exhorted
us to be committed to the Gospel by
exercising faith, for great things
are to come forth in the future.
Bro. Frank Natoli followed,
reinforcing the message brought to
us this morning by Bro. Martorana.
We than heard Sis. Kathy Natoli
sing ùn a Rugged, Hill.
On April 14, the Rochester Mission traveled to Lockport, New
York to visit and fellowship with
the saints there. Bro. Vince Gibson
was visiting from Ohio, and broughr
a group of young people along with
him. They sang Qíae Me Und,erstand:i,nq, Lortl, and. Bro. Gibson
spoke from Hebrews 13, "Let your
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conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such
things as ye have: for He hath said,
I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee, So that we may boldly say,
The Lord is my helper, and I wilì
not fear what man shall do unto
me." They were words of uplift and
encouragement to all.
On April 18, Bro. Joe and Sis.
Carmel Genaro visited us from
Niles, Ohio. Bro. Genaro read from
III Nephi 20, where Ch¡ist told the
people on this land that they are of
the House of Israel. Bro. Bob Batson followed, speaking of God's
covenant to Abraham, and how we
are a part of this blessing. We look
forward to the gathering of the
House of Israel.

Bro. Frank Natoli expressed the
joy of belonging to the family of
God. He presented B¡o. Bob and
Sis. Ruth Batson with a framed picture of "Home, Sweet Home," a
parting gift as they leave Rochester
after two and a half years to move
to Kent, Ohio. All of us here at the
Rochester Mission will miss the
Batsons very much.
' Bro. Joel and Sis. Ruth Gehly
visited us with their family on May
9, 1991. Bro. Joel ¡ead f¡om the
9th chapter of John, where a man
born blind was healed. Bro. Bob

fnrit was desirable to make

one

happy. This is the word of God. Our
brother extended an invitation to
those who were not baptized to
come and partake of this fruit that
will fill your soul with exceeding

great joy.
The next Sunday, several
carloads of brothers and sisters
from McKees Rocks, PA visited
with us, having viewed the Hill
Cumorah pageant the night before.
Bro. Raìph Ciotti read from Psalm
8, "O Lord how excelìent is tþ

name in all the earth!" We aìso
heard from Bro. John Manes. We
were happy to share God's love and
blessings with the saints from dif-

ferent places.
On June 29, it was ã8 years
that I was baptized. On July 20, it
was 44 years that I was ordained a
deaconess. They have been wonderful years in the service of God; the
more I serve Him, the sweeter He
grows! God bless you. I love you alÌ.
Sis. Carmella D'Amico
Rochester, NY Mission

V¡s¡tors at N.
Jackson, OH

Batson followed, admonishing us to
show the love and compassion that

BE Kathg Vinsick

Jesus Christ showed, that as a
light, we might shine in darkness.
Bro. Adam Costarella visited us
on July 7, and spoke to us on
Christ's sermon on the mount. On
July 14, a busload of saints and
friends from the Detroit Inner City
Branch came to fellowship with us
after viewing the pageant at Hill
Cumorah the night before. As they
joined us in singing, it sounded as if
a choir of angels were singing

On July J.4, 1991, we had a
wonderful day. Many visitors came
jnto our midst that day, including
Bro. Tullio and Sis. Santina
LaCivita, Sis. Irma Nerone, and
Sis. Lydia LaCivita from Michigan;
Ann Williams from Youngstown,
and Mr. & Mrs. Gruver from
Orangeville. Also, from the Warren
Branch, Bro. Bob and Sis. Millie
Ciarrochi, Bro. Dan and Sis. Lori
Prokup, and Bro. Stanley and Jan
Ainsworth along with their son Ed
and his wife.
Bro. Tullio opened, saying how
thankful he was that he had godly
parents whom someone had taken
the time to tell about The Church
of Jesus Christ. We, too, should tell
others of what God has done for us,
Our b¡other read from Matthew 20,
where every man received a penny
for his labor, and how some of them
murmured against the goodman of
the house about their pay. In the
Gospel, everyone receives the same

I:Ieauen Catne Dottrn. anrÌ GLory

FiLIed My SouL.

During the opening prayer, a
brother spoke in the gift of
tongues. The interpretation was
given to two sisters: "I will be with
you until the end." In a vision, a
sister saw Jesus come down in a
cloud and bless us. As the meeting
was opened for testimony, many
beautiful words came forth and the
Spirit of God was felt by aìI.
Bro. Frank Natoli spoke of
Lehi's dream of the tree whose

reward. We serve a wonderful God
and we are all the same in His
sight. One of the things our brother
touched on this morning was the
story of the woman with the issue
of blood.
Bro. Bob Ciar¡ochi spoke next,
expressing how we all should be
faithful and firmly rooted at all
times, and that it's time to step out
and seek God for joy and happiness.
There is nothing more important
than having God in ou¡ lives.
Bro, Richard Santilli followed,
and said how when we are baptized,
we arise a new person. He also
spoke of how many gteat church
buildings were built during the
Dark Ages, but the gift and power
of God was not there. The Reformation took place because men had
left the teachings of God. The
Restoration came by the power of
God, and not the will of man. The
end will not come until the Gospel
is preached to all kindreds, tongues,
and people.
I hadn't been feeling well dur'
ing the week, and I didn't think
that I would be able to attend
church on Sunday. I had a great
desire to go, because we had heard
there were going to be visitors.
When Sunday came, I was able
to go to church, and as I was walking into the room where the
brothers and sisters were, a strong
feeling came over me about the
woman with the issue of blood.
We had Sunday School and then
went into the preaching service.
When Bro. Tulìio LaCivita mentioned the woman with the issue of
blood, I knew God was telling me to
believe and have faith, and I would
be healed.

After the preaching was over,
Bro. Frank Giovannone asked if any
wanted to be anointed. I walked to
the front, and the elders formed a
circle around me. I had such a
strong feeling that Bro. Tullio
would pray for me. That feeling
was confirmed when it came to
pass. In his prayer he mentioned
once again how the woman was
made whole by touching the hem of
Jesus' garment. When he said this,
my heart felt like it jumped inside
of me. I knew then that I wouìd be
all right, that God had healed me.
(Continued on Page 10)
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By the time I got back to my
seat, I felt something different inside of me. I then got up to testify,
and I told of how God brought that
scripture to my mind, how Bro.
Tullio preached on it, and then how
he came to anoint me, not knowing
that I had had this experience. How
God loves His children and how
good He is to us, if only we will
serve Him in Spirit and in Truth!
After the service, we aìl
gathered together for a dinner. We
enjoyed the fellowshìp and the being together. It is wonderful to be
able to meet and talk about the
blessings of God.

"Why us, Lord?"
Bg Normø Kmda\l
As we are about to write of
another blessing given to us by Our
Lord, we ask, "Why us, Lord?" The
word of the Lord comes to us by
His Spirit with the answer: To
edify My Church, and did not I say
unto you, "Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth laborers into his
harvest" (Matthew 9:38, Luke
10:2)? And, "If ye abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ye shall ask
what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you" (John l5:7). This is what
we experienced at the Roscoe,
Pennsylvania Branch on July 14,
1991:

It

was a beautiful Sabbath
morning as we met for our church
seryices. B¡o. John Bilsky taught
our Sunday School ìesson, and in
our preaching service, Bro. John
Kendall used the third chapter of
Colossians, "Set your a.ffection on
things above," as his text. We enjoyed both services.

Between our morning and afternoon services, Mark Malandro, who

baptism.
Back at the church, Bro. James
Abbott laid hands on Bro. Ma¡k to
confirm him. Afterward all present
came forward to greet ou¡ new
brother in Christ. We continued to
rejoice until the end of the meeting

'We

would like to share with you
our Brother Mark Malandro's
testimony:
During the fall of 1989, I had a
dream in which I was sitting in the
Roscoe, PA Branch of The Church
of Jesus Christ. Bro. John Kendall
was sitting in front of a group of
men which included myseìf,
teaching us the word of God,
I was not attending church at
the time, neithe¡ was there a men's
class in Roscoe then. I attended the
New Year's Eve watch service that
December 31, and in January 1990,
the brothers at Roscoe decided to
start a men's study class, which
made my dream a reality. I had not
revealed my dream to anyone, but
told it when the men's class was
started. I feel that God truly
brought me to this Church by showing me the things in this dream.
Some months went by, and I
prayed for some t¡pe of sign as to
whether I should ask for my baptism. I did not see â sign until I
asked God to help me stop smoking
(something I had been doing for
nearly 20 years), I had tried to quit
on my o\ryn many times and
couldn't. I prayed, "Lord, help me
to stop smoking and I'll know that
this is the right church and that I
should get baptized."
Six more months went by, and
only with the help of God, I stopped
smoking. I still procrastinated, putting off my baptism week after
week for t'¡r'o more months. My life
was not right until I was baptized
on July 14, 1991. Praise God!

has been regularly attending all of
our meetings, asked for his baptism. We opened our a.fternoon ser-
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vice and, after announcing our new
brother's desire, we all went to our
baptismal site in Elco, where Bro.
John Kendall immersed Mark into
the waters of regeneration. All present said that it was a beautiful

We were fortunate to have
Brother Russell and Sister Ethel
Cadman attend our Br¿nch on Sunday, July 28, 1991.
Brother Russelì related his personal testimony, and told how God

delive¡ed him through many of
life's t¡ials as he spoke upon the
verse found in the 14th chapter of
John, "Let not your heart be
troubled
" He also exhorted
the saints of Greensburg to live
more righteousìy.
The presence of God was felt
throughout the day, but was more
strongly confirmed when our sister,
Carol Emerick, received a vision of
the Lord Jesus standing beside our
Brother Apostle. She heard him
say, "I am here. I am here."
We thank the Lord for His
Spirit, His mercy, and His abounding love, which He bestows upon
His Chu¡ch and His people.
,

.

MESSAGE conlinued

to go and tell others. May we cvcr
be looking to find souls that need
Jesus.

I would like to conclude with an
experience had by Bro. Cleve
Baldwin about 25 years ago. We
were in a fasting and prayer
meeting when he told us of a drear
in which we were singing IIymn
#401->, the last verse:
"As Chi,Lrlren of Zion,
Good t'irli.ngs for us,
'l'he tolætts already tppear;"

But the words of the last part were
given to us more strongly:
"þ-ear not, und,

Iror

be

just,

e ki"ngd,om'is ours;
The hour of redetaption is
tlt

near."

Correction: Songs
of Zion Ordering
Information
An incorrect address was
printed in The Gospel Neus for
ordering hardcover Songs of Zi,on
bool<s. The correct address is as
follows:
Sandy Sullivan
1604 S. Medina Dr.
A.naheim, CA 92804
Tel. 714-776-I'15I
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*

WEDDINGS *

OPALENIK-CALABRESE
John R. Opalenik and Sister Anita L. Calabrese
were joined in marriage on June 8, 1991 in Lorain,

OBITUARIES
We wish to etpræs our sgmpatlry to tkose that
rnoum, oaer thn loss of laued otæs. Mag God, blcss and,
conxfoú Aou.

Ohio.

Brother Mark Naro officiated at the ceremony.
The
newlyweds are living in Lorain, Ohio. May God
__
bless them wìth a long and happy life together.
CONNADO-STEINBACH
Dominic Vincent Corrado and Debra Ann Steinbach
were joined in marriage on July 6, 1991 in Huron, Ohio
by Brother Joel Calabrese.
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DENA GULA
Siste¡ Dena Gula of the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Branch died on February 18, 1991.
Seryices were conducted by Brother Par¡l Paìmieri.
Our sister is survived by här husband, Brother Ándrew Gula; two sons, Lance and Kevin; one daughter,
Denise; two grandchildren, and several brothers and
sisters.

KING-WALTERS

DOLLY MOORE

Thomas Gerald King, son of Bro. Lawrence and
Sis. Suzanna King, and Jacqueline Sue Walters,
daughter of Lawrence Matty, were married on July 18,
1991. The bride and groom are students of California
University of Pennsylvania. Our prayers and best
wishes are extended to the newlyweds.

Dolly Moore passed from this life on April 15,
J!01 She is survived by two daughters, Judy Ross and
Shirley Simon.
Her funeral was conducted by Brother Tony Ross
of Aliquippa, Pennsylvania. She will be missed by family and friends.

MISTOVITCH-MOORE
Richard N. Mistovitch and Jolvnn Moore were
unjted in holy matrimony on July i3, 1991 at The
Church of Jesus Christ in Youngstown, Ohio.
Brothers Henry Cardillo and Ralph Berardino officiated at the service. Musieal selections were
presented by organist Vic Marsilio and soloist Eric

Wintersteller.
Jolynn is the daughter of Sister Elaine and Bob
Moore of the Youngstown Branch. The newlyweds are
residing in Campbell, Ohio. May God blesS thèm with a
joyful life together.

New Arrivals
Juliet Marie to Joe and Sister Donna Bogle of Ali-

quippa, Pennsylvania.

PETER BUFFA

Brother Peter Buffa passed on to his eternal
reward on April 28, 1991. He was born Jlne 72,7924,
and was baptized on Octobe¡ 13, 1946 by Bro. Alfred
D'Amico. He was ordained a deacon on April 23, l9?8.
The fune¡al was conducted by Brothers Reno
Bologna and Alex Gentile.
Bro. Pete is su¡vived by his wife Eleanor, four
sons, eight grandchildren, two brothers, and two
sisters.
A charter member of the Saline, Michigan Mission,
Brother Pete worked tirelessly to build the church
building there, which was just dedicated this past year.
Brother Pete will be sadly missed by many
brothe¡s and sisters in Christ, as well as numerous
friends.

Elizabeth Audrey to John and Lisa DiRado Keenan
of Metuchen, New Jersey.
Justin E¡ic to Louis and Beverlv Visconti of Sterling Heights, Michigan.

Children Blessed
On May 18, 1991, James Salvatore Sgro was
in the New Brunswick, New Jersãy Branch by

blessed

his father, Brother James Sgro.
Brother Joel CaÌabrese of the Lorain Branch
blessed Rose Mary King on June 16, 1991.
Kassandra Lynn Murray was blessed on June g,
l99l by Bro. Mark Naro at Lorain, Ohio.
Jonathan Michael Pennell was bìessed by Brother
Richard Scaglione on July 14, 1991, in the
Monongahela, Pennsvlvania Branch.

ANTHONY PALMIERI

CARMELLA PALMIERI
Brother Ànthony Palmieri passed away on May 6,
1991. Although sorely afflicted the last few years of his
life, he had served as an elder in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch for many years. Just six weeks a.fter
his death, the Lord called his wife, Sister Carmella
Palmieri, to eternal rest on June 19, 1991.
The funeral fo¡ Brother Palmieri was conducted by
Brothers Paul Palmieri and Dominic Thomas. Se¡vices
for Sister Carmella were conducted by Brother James
Gibson.

Brother Anthony and Sister Carmella are su¡vìved
(Continued on Page 12)
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bv three sons, Sela, Paul, and Ben; one daughter,
Philomena Deluca; ten grandchildren, and six great
grandchildren, along with a host of brothers and sisters
in Christ.
JOSEPHINE D'ANTONIO
Sister Josephine D'Antonio of the Aliquippa' Pennsvlvania Branch died on May 24' 1997'
Services were conducted by Bro. James Gibson.
Our siste¡ is survived by hèr husband, Fred D'Antonio; two daughters, Hazel Cindrich and Debbie D'Antonio; and six grandchildren.

-

ANGELO MAISANO
On June 9, 1991, Brother Angelo J. Maisano went
to his eternal ¡eward. He was born on August 1, 1920'
and was baptized on August 24, L952 by Bro' Joseph
Lov¿lvo. Fór many years he held the office of a
deacon.

The funeral was conducted by Brothers Tullio
LaCivita and Kerry Carlini, both of Branch 4 in Redford Township, Michigan.
He leaves to mourn his wife, Marion; two
daughters, three sons, and five gra¡rdchildren, as weìl
as hìs mother, a brother, and two sisters, Sisters
Frances J. Capone and Santina Mercuri.
Angelo will long be remembered by his many
relativel, friends, and brothers and sisters in Christ.

RUTH AKERMAN
Sister Ruth Elizabeth Akerman, a faithful member
of the Glassport, Pennéylvania Branch of The Church
of Jesus Christ, a workèr in the vineyard of the Lord,

---------t
Address

to sing Farewell
AII EarthW Sonaws.
To all õf you who really knew Sister Ruth, you can
well remembór these words, "Well, you know, i['s like
this." We've written her obituary as if she were
relating it from the mansion which Jesus Christ
for her:
'orerared
"I was born on April 25, 1976, the daughter of
Brother Fritz and Sister Gertrude Akerman and, after
the pâssins of my father, the stepdaughter of Bro'
Isa¿ä Smitl. I wäs blessed with the privilege of growing up in The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ,
- "bne dav I met the Master of the Vineyard and He
called me g"ïtly. H" would hire me, if I wanted, for a
penny a day. I accepted on August 22, 1939, with all
passed from this life on June 16, 1991

OBITUARIES conlinued

Chanee

I
I

my
- heart.

"sometimes the labor was so heavy' I thought of
more Dav. I looked around and saw many fellowlaboreis] As we t¿lked and waìked and worked
tosether, I saw the same pay for everyone. I was one
wñose hour of hire was early, and for that I had many
trials. But, oh my, I had so many blessed dividends! He
was so just and merciful and full of grace, this Keeper
of the Vinevard!
"As foi those I traveled the road with, some are
with me now and oh, what joy we have! For those left
behind I sav, work hard, for it's worth it aìI. To my immediate faririìv, my three sisters, Helen Smith, Dorothy
Curry, and Giace burry; two brothers, Howard Akerman ãnd Isa¿c Smith; a stepsist€r, Ruth Carr; a stepbrother, Cha¡les Smith¡and a host of nieces and
nephews who were like my children: Don't be sad, but
labor for that penny a daY "
Sister Rutñ is well remembered for her nearly fortv vears of service both to the GMBA (as secretary)
ai,i to the General Ladies' Uplift Circle (as vice president). Her example of dedicated se¡vice to the Lord
through His Church is unparalleled.
Olficiating at Sister Ruth's funeral was General
Church President Brother Dominic Thomas. Also giving words of tribute were he¡ nephew, Richarll Curry'
Lãdies' Circle President Àrìine Whitton, and Brother
Alma Nolfi of the Glassport Branch She is greatly
missed, and will be long remembered by the many
whose lives she touched for her faith, her humor, and
her abiding love towards all Our hope is the same-that
Sister RutÏ carried-Eternal Rest some day with the
Lord.

-Norma Wirbicki

i

MARZIETTA AQUILINO

I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Name
Address

Phone

----------------------'-'.-

I
I

_______J

I

Sister Manietta Aquilino of the Lorain, Ohio

Branch passed away on June 26, 1991. She was born
March 1, 1904 in Râiano L'Aquila, Italy, and was baptized on April 28, L974.
The fuileral was conducted by Brothers Joseph
Calabrese and Gorie Ciaravino.
Our sister is survived by three daughters and one
son, and wiìì be missed by the brothers and sisters in

Lorain.

Volume 47, No.

October, 1991

Mountaintop Excursions
Bg Eluinz

Sech.ez,

Mountaintops occupied a very
prominent place in the experiences
of the people in the Old and New
Iest¿ments. God called Moses on
Mount Ho¡eb to go into Eglpt to
lead the people out of bondage into
the Promised Land. God gave
Moses the Ten Commandments on
Mount Sinai. Moses went to Mount
Nebo to see over into the Promised
Land, even though he could not
enter it himself. Elijah went to the
top of Mount Carmel to pray for
rain after the drought in Ahab's
kingdom. Elijah put God and Baal
to the test on Mount Carmel. Jesus
went up into a mountain to present
his pattern of life, "Îhe Sermon on
the Mount." He was also transfigured on the mountain.
Jesus went literally to the
mount¿intop with the twelve to get
away from the busy rush of their
daily lives; to find renewed physical
and spiritual strength. There were
many people and much work calling
for Jesus and his helpers; they
would have been surrounded by
these busy demands all the time
had they not withdrawn
periodicaìly.
We, too, can have "mountaintop
experiences" in our lives. Our
mountaintop may be the time we
set aside for personal morning
devotions. Our mountaintop may be
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that hour when we surrender ou¡
lives to Jesus. Our mountaintop
may be some conference or special
gáthering we have attended; or
chu¡ch services when we have
heard inspiring mess¿ges from the
ministry; or ow Sunday School
class or some other similar group,
Our mountaintop may be the
reading of the Bible, or some
special book or publicetion, Our
mounteintop may be some splendid
friendship.
OPPORTUNITY TO THINK

The mountaintop, wherever it
may be for us, furnishes an opportunity to think. A father called his
son to his bedside just before death
came. He had his son promise to
come into his room for fúteen
minutes each day, to think about
his contribution to the world around
him. The father well knew that his
son would not go far wrong if he
wouìd take fifteen minutes reguìarly each day for this purpose. A certain college student arose half an
hour earlier each morning to spend
time alone at the edge of a nearby
lake. That became his daily
mountaintop.
The mountaintop fu¡nishes us
with an opportunity for a backward
look. We are able to see our past

10

more clearìy. There, plainly, are the
reasons for ou¡ failures and ou¡
succegses. We also see the various
people and situations which have
contributed to the past events in
our lives. Frorn alì that we can see
in our thoughts, we shall profit in
the days and events that lie ahead.
A college athletic team talks over
the plays in a recent game to
prepare for the next one. Games
are won ahead of playl
OPPORTIJNITY FOR A FORWARD LOOK

The mountaintop fi¡¡nishes an
opportunity for a broader look forward. While away from the
demands of a busy life, and after
having studied carefully the past in
our backwa¡d look, we now can
look around upon life about us, and
ahead into our future. We are better prepared to set a high standard
for today. Things of the moment do
not seem so important to us while
we are on the mountaintop, or after
having been up there. We are better prepared for seeing clea.rly into
the possible future for us and those
about us.
Our mountaintop may be the
opportunity we have to be with
others enjoying a similar experience, We c¿nnot have personal
contact with anyone without finding
ourselves raised a little higher, or
lowered, because of the experience.
Quite often it is so sìight that we
(Continued on Page 2)
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Clwíßt

BE Mark Band,y

A

Child

He isn't slne of whare to go,
Or what h,e ou,ght to d,o.

Hß hnpes ronge thraqh a d,oz,ønfuLd,s,
Although lvis ski,I\s are few.
And, unless sornncrnn uiIL lend, a hand
To gutid,e him nn his uag,
Thare may be oræ mnre problarn cluikL
Whose keep we a.Il must paE.
So why rnt talæ a little tím¿
To s'it d,oum wi,th lvim nnw?
Arul find, out uhat he Likes to tlo,
And, uh¿re h.e Líues, and, h.ow.

For

th,ere's a pla.ce for ereryonæ,
PLus a job that h.e can d.o,
If a frim.d, could, on\y shau the waE,
And that friuuJ nuþht weIL be Eou.

My training of children started
out as an idea way back in Muncey,
Ontario, Canada. After two long
years of presiding over the mission,
having done and said ever¡'thing I
could possibly master, praying
earnestìy, searching my soul, I
questioned what else I cor¡ld do.
At this time, my wife and I had
been living in the little apartment
at the rear of our church. The people there were oppressed by the
terrible living conditions, and had a
right to feel the way they did. We
truly loved them as if they were
part of our very family; not only
the church members, but everyone
on the reservation.
The Indian agent, Mr. Gregg,
lived next to the church. We were
friends; our wives were good

neighbors. One day, I confided my
dismay and my inability to find a
way Lo better help them. They
needed more than preaching the
story of salvation; they also needed
a better standard of living. Their
favorite song was, "Jesus knows all
about our troubles, He will guide
'til the day is o'er." A thought kept
on coming: Why not st¿rt with the
children? It came into my mind like
a light; the more I thought upon it

the better I felt.
The Sunday School was becoming the best part of the work at
Muncey. The parents joined their
children, and I urged them to help
their children with their
schoolwork. "They need to become
teachers, lawyers, doctors,
ministers. The futwe is bright for
the young. You are not just an Indian, you are part of God's family."
It began to work; our church was
full.
The preschool in Modesto
started out with the same intent in
mind. Children are our greatest
heritage, wealth, and hope for the
future. Our new location at 1380
Coffee Road in Modesto is a vision
for the futu¡e. We started out in
our little church buiìding as a great
dream, but the new location
p¡esents an opportunity for greater
things to come.
In our annual gathering of the
public schools system in Modesto,
city officials, the chief of police, and
the clergy of several churches in
the community met. The agenda
covered the many problems of our
community, and how we can best
meet these challenges. They made
several suggestions, but the
superintendent of schools said, "Le¿
us start with our children, in our
homes, our churches, and our
preschools." The chief of police
reiterated that the churches can do
a better job in helping children
scholastically.
I was proud to be sitting next
to a school principal who said, "We

hâve two children from the
Greenoak Preschool, who are well

prepared."
"The Greenoak Christian
Preschool is part of ou¡ little
church, on 329 W. Briggsmore," I
told him.
"Please tell them to continue
the good work," he replied.

Indeed, by the grace of God, we

will.
Mark Randy

EXCURSIONS conllnued
do not notice it at the time.
However, our cont¿cts with others
in our mountaintop experiences
have a very decided effect upon our
lives. These experiences may come
at conferences or similar gatherings, in local meetings led by great
individuals, in our well-selected
reading, or in some other way.
Many such helpful characters are
waiting and are eager to sha¡e with
us their mountåintop experiences.
OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET GOD

Our mountaintop experiences

offer opportunities for us to meet
God. We may not have the audible
conversation such as Moses experienced at Mount Horeb or Mount
Sinai. However, we shall be conscious of the presence of God with
us in our mountaintop experiences.
A clearer vision, renewed courage,
increased inspiration, and

strengthened determination will be
ours because of having been with
God. We shall fînd God is more
ready and eager to fellowship with
us on our inountaintops than we
may be ready for it!
Our mountaintop experiences
are periods of preparation for better work in the valley. Peter
thought it wor¡.ld be better for the
three disciples and Jesus to remain
on the Mount of Transfiguration,
but Jesus led them back, for there
was a service to be rendered to the
people waiting at the foot of the
mountain (Luke 18:28-37).
The value of our mountaintop
experiences will increase for us and
for those about us, if we too will
use them to prepare us for better
Christian work in the busy valleys
below.
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Note of Ttranks
Dear Brothers, Sisters, and
Chiìdren,
The words "thank you" seem
too simple for how grateful we are
to all of you for your prayers,
cards, and phone calls concerning
Mark.
Children, the pictures you sent
Mark covered his wall in the
hospital room. Only the love of the
saints and their children could make
a tragedy turn into a blessing.
Mark has physically recovered
from the gunshot wound which
nearly severed his leg. He will have
a sc¿r on his thigh for the rest of
his life, but we know and Mark
knows that God spared his life. \rye
thank God daily and ma¡vel at His
love towards Mark, Please continue
to remember him, as his spirit is
still in need of a healing. We love
you all. God bless your families.

Brother Joe, Sister Joann,
Alison, and Mark Cotellesse

Testimony of
Sis. Elsie Gehly
Frednnia, PA Bronck
On April 28, 1991, during a
church service, the artery in my
right ear began pulsating so loudly
that it Ìvas impossible for me to
hear in that ear. I asked to be

anointed, and the prayer helped
slow down the pulsating.

After trying to find the cause of
the probìem, my physician ordered
a test, He found that the artery on
the right side of my neck was fu¡ctioning well, but the left one was
80% blocked. A more thorough test
was ordered, one which utilized Xrays. The doctor also explained how
an 8690 blockage was considered
serious, and a 90% blockage was
critical and would mean immediate
surgefy was necessary.
During our church service on
June 9, I was again anointed. Two
days later, the second test was performed. The next morning, an office nurse called me and said, "lt is
clear." I replied, "He must be looking at the wrong side." She looked
again and said, "No, Elsie, they're
both clear .''
Praise God for His goodness
and love. I just can't thank Him
enough.

Our Women Toda
Trip to Six
Nations Mission
The Michigan-Ont¿rio Ladies'

Uplift Circle took a trip to the Six
Nations Mission on Sunday, June 2,
1991. Their goaì was to uplift and
encourage the saints there,
however, the tables we¡e turned.
The visit was every bit as uplifting

Branch and Mission Newg
Glory ln Klnsman, OH
BE Rose Cor-radn

Again, the GMBA Campout
proved to be a special blessing to
ou¡ branch in Kinsman, Ohio. This
¡ear we received a double
miracle-a heaìing of the body and
a healing of the soul.
Each, without the other knowing, went to camp with a specific

desire. Bro. Howard Jackson, our
presiding elder, had been to see his
physician for a postoperative visit
just a few days before coming to
camp. He was told he had prostate
cancer, and was scheduled for more
surgery at a later date. Needless to
say, Bro. Howard came to camp
with a very heavy burden, but also
with a desire that he might be
anointed. On the other hand, John
Ford, born and raised in the

to the visitors as it was to the
members at Six Nations.
Brother Kerry Carlini opened
the service and spoke on having the
Spirit of God in your life. He told
the story of Sauì being anointed
king by the Prophet Samuel, and
how Saul was changed in a day.
Our b¡other urged us to be a people
filled with the Spirit of God,
because we are not good enough on
our own strength. He admonished
us to give 10090 to the Lord, asking
us to work at becoming an "4" student rather than being satisfied
with being a "C" student.
Bro. Kerry reminded us of Bro.
Dominic Thomas' dream regarding
"The Great 1üork of the Lord," and
exhorted, "We must believe with all
of our hearts and souls-we must
be of one mind." He touched briefly
on the topic of unity and concluded
by saying, "Be the best we can be
spiritually. "
Bro. Dick Lobzu¡ followed Bro.
Kerry, and mentioned that he had
read the same scripture that Bro.
Kerry had read. In his sermon, he
urged us to become a more loving
people. Bro. Dick said, "We as the
people of God need to love the Lo¡d
completely. We must be a peculiar
people,"
B¡others Dick Lobzun and Gary
Coppa administæred the Lord's Supper, and a beautiful season of
testimony was enjoyed by all,
After the service, the Ladies'
Circle put together a delicious
picnic-style luncheon, during which
we all enjoyed each other's company immensely.

Church, came to camp with a desire
in his heart that the Lord would
call him, feeling a need in his soul
to walk with the Lord.
During one of our meetings at
camp, it was revealed that Bro.
Howard should be anointed and the
Lord poured out His blessing on the
priesthood dwing that prayer. Àt a
6:30 a,m, fast and prayer meeting,
John Ford came forward to be
anointed, and the Spirit revealed
that the Lord was calling him. John
made his request known that he
wanted to be baptized, and once the

(Conlinued on Page

7)
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meetings with Spanish-speakíng
churches, fundraisers, door-to-door
canvassing, scripture studies, and
song meetings in Spanish have also
been pursued.
Recent articles printed in ?åz
Goupel News have dealt with the
Mexicotown Mission under the In-

ner City Branch. Particularly of
note is that Brother Abraham
Nieves of the Santa Ana, CA
Branch, who has moved to Detroit,
has been a major contributing in'
fluence in reaching the Hispanic
people.

Michigan-Ontario District
Bg EaangeList Spmcer Eaørett, Chain"man, Mich.-Ont. DMOC
The following is a report to the
membership of The Church of Jesus
Christ and to all who are interested

in the work with the Native

American people. It also contains
information about other missions
within the Michigan-Ontario District
of the Church.
The Urban Indian work, while
the latest undertaking, brings some
of the most exciting recent
developments. Being an ongoing
work, it also presents the severest
challenge.

The Native American (Indian)
city dweller faces insurmountable
odds, opposition, and extreme

despair. The streets of urban a¡eas
manifest every possible vice and sin
imaginable. The Native Americans
seem to be some of the most
l'ulnerable victims. Despite conditions, God has continued to fill His
people with His love for them, and
sustain the desire to help in any
way possible from both natural and

spiritual resolves.
CONTINUING ACTIVITIES

Some of the contìnuing activities incìude visits to Indian
Centers in the Detroit Metropilitan
area where food, clothing, furniture, and other essentials are provided through individual and branch
donations; assistance in securing

suitable housing accommodations
and health services; layettes for in-

fants donated by the district and
branch Ladies' Circles; help in providing for reconnected utilities

where Native Americans cannot afford payment; an annual distribution of Christmas food boxes
donated by the Sterling Heights
Branch (over 100 boxes and turkeys
in 1990); and monthly canned food
drives donated by the branches
throughout the district and coordinated by the area MBA.
There has also been involvement in a national conference sponsored by the North Americ¿n Indian Association and a meeting
sponsored by the office of Urban
Indian Affairs at which Native Indian administrators from centers
throughout the Michigan-Ontario
area were present.
In addition, we are working
with Center ìeaders and others to
assist in the education of Indian
children about their culture and
heritage. As the Book of Mormon
says, "they sha.ll be restored unto
the knowledge of their fathers, and
also to the knowledge of Jesus
Christ, which was had among their
fathers" (II Nephi 30:5; also I
Nephi 15:14).
MEXICAN COMMUNITY

The work in the Mexican community of Detroit is very active and
is producing many new converts to
The Church of Jesus Christ. The
ministers and members involved in
the urban Indian activities are
laboring there diligently. Preaching,
teaching, anointing, testifying, and
witnessing of God's Spirit have attracted many. Home visitations,

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS

Several other recent
developments in which the workings
of God can be seen offer potentiâl

future blessinç.
The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ is
being recognized by state government officials, as well as by leaders
among the Native Americ¿n Nations and urban communities. It has
come to our attention that, because
of the natura.l assistance we have
given, the Lord is multiplying our
use in spiritual ways by opening
doors of access and opportunity undreamed of by us as an
organization.
For one, Senator Donald W.
Riegle of Michigan, together with
staff members of the Indian
Centers, is reported to be contacting senatois from other states and
Native American leaders to compile
a list of churches, businesses, and
persons sensitive to tbe cause of
helping and assisting the Native
American people. I have been informed that The Chu¡ch of Jesus
Christ will be on that list. We are
aìso told that a young woman attorney has volunteered to assist
these people in legal matters. She is
a g'randdaughter of one of our
departed saints.
Another possibility is the opportunity of access to the media
through an urban Indian radio st¿tion owned by the Native American
people in the Detroit area.
More immediately, a radio
broadcast is planned to st¿rt about
the time this issue is published.
This one, with the Six Nations people near Brantford, O:rtario,
(Conlinued on Page g)
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In years past, there was security in knowing that the majority of the people
around us-our friends, neighbors, and co-workers-held to a great degree
the same standards and values as we did. Except for a small minority on the
fringes of society, we could count on people having the same views as we did
concerning what was considered good, and what was evil. Today, however,
we encounter many who say that which is evil is good, and ¡ebuke those
things which are good, those things which the Lord Himself taught, as being
evil.

We are likely to find ourselves in the minority-perhaps even alone-when
we take a stand on issues of moral conduct and responsibility. The opposition
is becoming so fierce that we're not merely looked upon as being oldfashioned, but downright stupid in adhering to the teachings of God. Today
more than ever, we need the strength of the Lord to keep our light shining
forth brightly to the dying souls of men in the wo¡ld around us.

Dr.

M.. Clèb.ùr, Ml 48046

Lor.l¡. OH

Observing the world around us, we are made ever more aware that we live
in a day when evil is on the increase. More frequently, and in more ways
than ever before, the silken cord of the devil is being gently wrapped around
us. And while the choice to reject evil and hold on to good has always
belonged to us individually, the rapid-fire onslaught of the evil one can
sometimes be wearying, and requires gr:eater spiritual strength for us to
survive.

While it's difficuìt to grasp onto good for those of us who can look back a
few decades to less turbulent times, it is even mote challenging for the next
generation-our children who grow up constantÌy seeing and hearing things
which the Lord teaches us-by His word and His Spirit-to eschew and
abhor. From their peers at school, from the television shows and moYies that
thev see-perhaps in their own homes-and from the merchandise that surro,,ndr th"t, toãay's children have very little opportunity to gain an
understanding of good and evil. Now more than ever, v/e need the Lord's
help in directing our children's lives toward paths of righteousness.
was a day when we couìd keep ourseìves pure just by avoiding
evil places, that day is gone. With evil so prevalent in the world around us,
we can't even keep it away just by closing doors. We must all work to be
ever more sensitive to its influence-in our lives and in the lives of our
children-and rely more on the Spirit of God than anything else to reveal to
us what is sa.fe and what isn't. There is a spiritual alertness that we will
never obtain by merely hearing the word of God preached once or twice a
week, or asking people for guidance in every situation we encounter in life'

If there ever

Each of us must live a prayerful life, walking closely, as individuals, with the
Lord. Our own knowledge of the scriptures must increase, so that we might
instantly recognize those things which go directly against it. Without each of
us possessing an inner sense of spiritual discernment which comes only by
living a dedicated, sacrificial life of service to God's honor and glory-we will
be engulfed, one by one, in the rising quagmires of evil which so closely
border the straight and narrow path of salvation.

October, 1991
(about 400 years after Jesus was on
this land), wickedness covered the
land. Ugly sorcery and witchcraft
and magic became popular. Tbe
people startæd serving Satan until
so much wickedness frlled the land
that the Lord took away His beloved disciples, and because of the

The

Children's
Corner
By Jannt Steinroch

Dear Friends,

Did you know that the Lord
Jesus Christ said that there were
four of His followers who wor¡ld
never taste of death (die)? One was
his apostle, John, who saw all the

things recorded in the Book of
Revelations at the end of the Bible.
The other three, who are still
alive and on this earth today, were
three of His disciples who lived on
the American continent. We call
them the three Nephites.
Many people in ou¡ Chu¡ch today have been allowed to see and
sometimes speak to these fou¡ men.
The Book of Mormon says that the
three Nephites are "as the angels
of God, and if they shall pray unto
the father in the name of Jesus
they cen show themselves unto
whatsoever man" they see fit (III
Nephi 28:29). They usually are
there when people have great
spiritual needs.
These three Nephite disciples
were among the twelve disciples
that Jesus chose on the face of the
Americ¿s. These twelve were
picked, not because of their education, or their handsomeness, or the
things that they owned, but bec¿use
of their hearts. The Lord sees and
knows our hearts. He knows if
we're fighting against the bad feelings like hate, jealousy, and selfpity. He knows when we do right.
He knew (and knows) which men to
choose as His disciples also.
The names of the twelve in
America were Nephi, his brother
Timothy (who was raised from the
dead), his son Jonas, another good
man also named Jonas, Mathoni and
his brother Mathonihah, Kumen,
Kumenohi, Jeremiah, Shemnon,
Isaiah, and Zedekiah.

Jesus walked and talked with
these men. He taught them how to
set up His Church in purity. He
knew their minds and hearts. So
when he asked them, "What is it
that you want from me after I've
gone to the father?" he already
knew the answe¡.
Nine of the twelve desi¡ed to
live and preach and bring souls tq
know the Lord. Then they wanted
to die and be with thé Lo¡d for
eternity. But three of them wanted
something else. They wanted to live
on the earth long enough to see all
the doings of God, even up to the
day when Jesus comes again in
power and might. These three
wanted to continue to be a part of

the great work of God.
The Book of Mormon tells us
that these men will be sent to the
hidden, scattered tribes of Israel.
They will be sent unto ¿Jl nations
and types of people, who speak all
different kinds of languages. They'll
be filìed with the convincing power
of Jesus Christ, and will bring
many souls to know the Lord.
Great and marvelous wo¡ks will be
done by them.
Even though unbelievers threw
them into cages with wild animals,
these men did not die. They were
buried alive, but they spoke the
word of God and were delive¡ed.
They were thrown into fu¡naces of
fire, and were not burned.
The three Nephites worked
among their people for two hundred
and fifty years before the people
tu¡ned wicked and the three began
to so¡row for the sins of the world.
They appeared to Mormon, the prophet that God used to put together
the records that make up The Book
of Mormon.
During Mormon's ìifetime

evil of the people, the working of
miracles and healing stopped (Mormon 1:13).
But God ha¡ preserved the lives
of these three Nephites and the
Apostle John. They are ever among
the child¡en of men, watching and
prafing, and working to save our
souls and the sou.ls of others.
Maybe one day they will speak with

(Conllnued on Page

11)
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news spread throughout the camp,
several confirming experiences were
related concerning his calling-the
miracle of a soul set free!

We returned home from camp,
and due to many activities, John's
baptism wasn't scheduled until July
21-a long time to wait. Meanwhile,
Bro. Howard entered the hospital
for his second surgery and, when
the lab tests were returned, the
doctor told Bro. Howard he had
good news for him: There was no
cancer! Praise God-ou¡ second
miracle! This was only a few days
before John's scheduled baptism,
AIso, Bro. Ja¿k Ford had been
hospitalized and was released just a
few days prior to the baptism. But
thank God, both of our elders were
able to t¿ke care of the service on

ow

special day.

What rejoicing for the two
miracles-one of the body, and one
of the soul! Our little building was
filled-we had visitors from Niles
and Kent, Ohio, as well as from
F lorida and California. Bro. Jack
¡'ord was able to baptize his son,
and John was confirmed by Bro.
Mario Milano of the Kent Mission.
An added blessing for our new
Brother John was to have his
natual brother, Pau.l, and his niece
Àngela here from San Diego, CA to
share the day.
After a very inspiring service,
we all fellowshipped at Bro. Fred
and Sis. Rosalie Mott's home and
er¡joyed a delicious dinner prepared
by all the sisters of the branch.
Again, we want to "Proclaim the
Glory of the Lord" for these two
mirecles in our branch.
Our desire is to keep faithfül to
the promise we made to serve the
Lord in Spirit and in Truth, and we
extend a hearty welcome to all who
visit our branch.

Tdp to Goltagevllle, SC
BE Anthony

J.

Vod,oß¿

Brothers Philip Arcuri and Anthony Vadasz, along with some
members of the Metuchen, NJ
Branch, took a trip to Cottageville,
South Carolina, where we have a

church building. We planned to hold
meetings with friends in that area
who had been introduced to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ by ow late
Brother Joseph Arcwi and those
who periodically traveled there with
him. Our Brother Joe had a strong
desire to start a missionary wo¡k in
that area, and with the help of
many brothers, converted a house
trailer into a church building.
Brother Joe was called home by
the Lord on July 29, 1991, and the
work was put into the hands of
Bro. Philip Arcuri. It was our
desire to continue the work that
was started that brought us down
to South Ca¡olina. Several brothers
and sisters from Florida, from
Spartanburg, SC, and from
Metuchen, aJong with Bro. Jan
Veltman, who resides in the area,
were in attendance at our morning
meeting.
Wlile Bro. Philip was making
some opening remarks, Bro. Anthony. Arcwi had the following
expertence:

"Bro. Philip was saying how
sor¡owfuì he was that God had
taken Bro. Joe to his reward. He
expressed that the seed was
planted, and it if was God's will, he
would endeavor to continue the
work. At this time, I was corried
away in the Spirit and found myself
outside the meeting place. I saw a
person in white, surrounded by a
group of people. He was planting a
small tree, an oak tree,
"The personage said, 'This tree
has to be fertilized, watcred, end
nurtured.' He said that if we did
this, it would grow, and he motioned with his hands as if to show
us it would grow to be mighty and
tall.
I then found myself back in the
meeting place, and received a
wonderfui blessing."
As our brother relatæd this experience, a wonderfi¡l feeìing came
down upon all present.
Bro. Philip read from Romans
8:36, asking, "Who can sepa¡ate us
from the love of God?" Many inspired words were spoken by our
brother. He was followed by Bro.
Vadasz, who answered the question
by stating that we ourselves do the
separating, for Jesus Ch¡ist draws
us closer to Him, not away from
Him. At the close of the meeting

we had ìunch and fellowshipped

with one another.
That afternoon we met with our
brothers and sisters and some
friends from the community. Afber
a few opening remarks, we had a
testimony meeting. Sister Gladys
Moore, from Florida, related the
following experience:
"lVhen I awoke this morning, I
had a severe headache. I felt bad,
because my deste was to enjoy a
day in the house of God. I went into the bathroom and knelt down to
pray, not only for my headache, but
also that the Lord would give
something to someone to encourage
the brothe¡s.
"I began to feel better. When
we were in the meeting, I kept
praying, 'Please send one of the
Nephites,' and as I kept repeating
this, a voice clearly stated, 'John
the Revelator is here.' I thank God
for this, and for the elçerience that
Bro. Anthony Arcuri had. To God
be the glory and honor."
'We
were very grateful for the
testimonies and for the experiences
the Lord blessed us with during our
meetings. lVe look forward to a
wonderfi¡l work in this area, and
many more blessings from the
Lord. We ask the brothers and
sisters to pray for this work, that
soon we may see mBny glve
themselves to the service of God
through His Church.

Perry, OH VBS
By Jim Watt
Jrtly 22-24, 1991 was set aside

for the Perry, Ohio B¡anch Vacation Bible School. The young people
attending ranged in age from 3 to
18.

The theme for this year's school
was a three-country tour Yia a time
machine. Each morning we opened
in prayer and gave a brief history
of each country. The young people

then "traveled" to the country of
the day and, upon arriving, they
were greeting by salutations in that
country's native tongue.
Aft¿r a lesson about the country, the children attended a Bible
(Conlínued on Page 8)
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class appropriate to their age
group. After lunch, there were actiYities for each age group.
The schooì was attended by 29
young people, with 14 adult
workers. Certificates of completion
were awarded each of the young
people.

The cou¡tries visited were:
China, Columbia, and the Unìted
States. The Bible School's climax
took place on Sunday, July 28,
when a program was presented by
the young people who attended.
God has truly blessed us here at
the Perry Branch. The school could
not have been the success it was

without the Lord's blessings. God's
Spirit was with us throughout the
week.

Baptlsm ln Loraln
On June 14, 1991, Sister Judy
Kenser was baptized by Bro, Mark
Naro of the Lorain, Ohio Branch.
Bro. Joel Calab¡ese later bestowed
the Holy Ghost upon her by the laying on of hands. Our prayer is that
God will continue to walk with our
new sister for the remaining days

of her life.

50 year colebratlon at
Wanen, OH
Bg Lurie Probup

Spirit of God that was manifested
that day.
The saints that were honored
today were Sisters Rose Corrado,
Mary (Genaro) Krasnasky, Jean
(D'Orazio) Genaro, and Carmel
(Mollica) Genaro; along with

Brothers Armand Genaro, Joe
Genaro, Jonathan Moìinatto, Frank
Giovannone, and Chuck Blank.
Bro. Joe Calabrese reminisced
on hearing the news that nine souls
were called, and how the young
people wouìd travel together, just
like they do today, to visit one
another. Bro. Joe then expounded
on how we are running a race, how
we must run with patience and look
to Jesus, as the Apostle Paul did.
Our brother continued by saying
that it isn't how fast we run, but
that we finish the race to receive
our et¿rnal rewa¡d. We need to
look to Chriet for everything. He
wants us to lay our bu¡dens at His
feet. God loves us go much that He
gave all He had-His only begotten
Son. Bro. Joe urged those who a¡e
just babes in the Gospel to telk with
the saints who have endu¡ed the
heat of the day for their testimony
and advice.
After we sang Sweet*r As th'e
Yeara Go ä9, Bro. Ron Genaro of
Niles spoke on how we need to be
consistent and persistent in ruaning
the race, When we go before the
bar of God, He will not be concerned with our material status.
Rather, He will ask what we've
done for Hím, lVe need to prepare
outselves now for that time.
The meeting was then turned

On July 7, 1991, the War¡en,
Ohio Branch had the opportunity
and pleasure of being host to many
other brothers and sisters from
Kinsman, Niles, Lorain, North
Jackson, Perry, and Youngstown,
Ohio; as well as Gastonia, North
Carolina; Simi Valley, California;
and Detroit, Michigan. We had all
gathered together to honor eight of
our brothers and sisters who have

showed, by their presence, that
they remembered the powerful

people,

For the six months that followed these baptisms, the Niles
Branch was constantly being
blessed. Then a sorrowft¡l time
came when our young Brothers
Joseph and Armand Genaro and
Jonathan Molinatto were drafted into the Second World War, During
this time, Bro. Chuck Blank
enlisted, hoping to accompany his
friends and brethren. They were all
sent to the front lines. God truly
put the saints through a test and
trial. At one point Bro. Armand
was captured by the Germans and
became a prisoner of war. The
Niles Branch united together and
grew and prayed as one family.
Tragedy struck when Bro. Chuck
Blank was killed in action, During
today's progtam a memorial was
given in his honor. Bro. Joe Genaro
read his obituary, Sis. Rose Corrado
read a poem, and the group sang
his favorite hymn, Lord,, I'm Com.
ing Homc.
All those celebrating their
spiritual birthday were given the
opportunity to testify. They all
praised God's name and thanked

Him for all the blessings He had

been in the Gospel of Jesus Christ
for 50 years. We were even blessed
to have in our midst family

members of the saints who grew up
with these brothers and sisters but
never obeyed the Gospel. They

over to Bro. Bob Ciarocchi, who
was chosen as the "emcee" for the
program that was prepared by the'
eight honored saints. Bro. Bob told
how Brothers Gorie Ciaravino and
John Dulisse were inspired to visit
Niles, Ohio that weekend fifty years
ago. Bro. Gorie also ¡eminisced for
a few moments on that Sunday
when there were nine who asked
for their baptism. He said that the
meeting hadn't even started and
the sist€rs of the group had already
made their wishes known! The place
where they had been meeting
wasn't the most beautifi¡l-it was
upstairs from a bar-but it was
most glorious, for it was God's
House. The young people in the
Niles Branch alone at that time
numbered between 60 and 60

Srlnts bâpllzod al Nllor, Ohlo ln 1941
poso wlth Apo8llo Gorl. Claravlno'

bestowed upon them. As we looked
around the congregation, we could
see how God has truly blessed these
saints. Just through the generations
of their families, we could fill our
branch.
Several sisters sang very fitting
hymns for the occasion. Sis, Betty
(Giovannone) Alessio sang I7ø'oø
Cornn Tkis

Far

Ay

Fuíth, Sís. Kathy

October, 1991
Genaro sang a hymn that she
wrote, Whm I'm Humbl¿d, Dou¡n,
and Sis. Barb (Genaro) Nuzzi closed
our meeting by sing¡ng Preciow
Mem.orí,es,

With ou¡ spirits filled, we were
also filled naturally by a wonderful
dinner provided by those who had

reached their 60th spiritual anniversaries. May God continue to bless
these brothers and sisters, spiritually and naturally. And may we all
someday have this same
oppoÉunity-to observe ó0 years
and more in the se¡vice of the

Lord.

Classes held at Perry, OH
By ELrner Sontilli
The writer of a hymn says that
God moves in a mysterìous way,
and how true! Aft¿r a succesful
Fourth of July picnic, I came home
around 7:30 p.m. The house was
empty, but a not€ was waiting for
me as I entered the kitchen.

A sense of trouble entered my
mind as I ¡ead the note, fo¡ it ¡ead:
"Call Dan Soucy-Emergency,"
Thinking that there had been an accident or sudden sickness, I hurriedly called Dan to inquire what was
the problem. Finally, around 10:30
p.m., I got in touch with him.
Dan informed me that he would
like to t¿lk with me about
straightening his ìife out and joining the Church. What a turnaround
of perceived events! As Dan continued to taìk, I felt something had
to be done before he was baptized,
because he didn't know that much
about The Church of Jesus Ch¡ist.
The Spirit prompted me to say
that I wor¡ld like for him and his
wife to fi¡st attend an instructional
class, and he readily agreed. There
wouìd be four classes. and thev
would be held on Thursdav evånings. Then the Spirit saidio invite
others who had been attending
church. Everyone in the b¡anch was
informed that classes would be held
for non-members, and they were en-'ouraged to invite family and
friends to attend.
On July 11, the first class was
held, and ten non-members attended. An outline was put together

and handed out for each one to
keep. The classes were held in an
informal setting, and coffee and
donuts added to the cozy feeling.
Everyone was told that this was
not a "baptismal class," though I
would pray that everyone would
eventually be led by the Spirit to
ente¡ into a covenant with God,
The class wor¡ld be one of learn-

ing what the Word of God says
about (1) Pre.Creation, (2) Creation,
(3) The Plan of Salvation, (4) Jesur
Christ, (6) His Church, (6) The
Restoration, and (?) The Final
Scene, The class would look into
how The Church of Jesus Christ
and mankind fit into this outline.
Many interesting questions and
comments were made by different
individuals, and the time went by so
quickly-a sure
that everyone
enjoyed the discussion. An added
benefit of the class was that some
who did not know the others
became better acquainted and closer
to each other.
I thoroughly enjoyed this class
and the discussions we entered into,
but the greatest blessing is that so
f¿r four have decided to make Jesus
their choice and have been baptized.
Pray for the others, that they too
might come into the joy of the

sþ

Lord.

MESSAGE conlinued
Canada, is an opening for us over a
Native Ame¡ican owned station at
Oshweken. It will enable us to
reach thousands of Native
Americans on at least two reserves
serviced by our Six Nations and
Muncey Indian Missions. Your support in prayer is asked, that this
may be a means of further assisting
the Seed of Joseph in a spiritual
way.
MISSION NEWS

The Muncey Mission is doing
well under the leadership of
Brother Rodney Dyer, who lives
there with his wife, Sister Judy,
and their children. Fou¡ new
members have been baptized there
in the past year, with exciting experiences. The Mission had one of

the largest and most successful
Vac¿tion Bible Schools in its
history, with workers coming from
all over the United States and
Canada to assist.
Branch No. 3's mission at Harrison, Michigan is now staffed by
Bro. Lyìe Criscuolo, who was ordained an elder last June 19. He is
assisted by Bro. Silver Coppa, who
resides nearby during the summer
months. They are attempting an
outreach prog.ram for attendance
and growth.
The g:roups in Ontario, Canada
at Meaford and nearby South
Hampton are currently operated
under the Windsor Branch by
Brothers Rick Elzby of Meafo¡d
and Matt Collison of South Hampton. There are curently 14
members at Mea.ford and fiye at
South Hampton.
Each year from September
through October, a group of
migrant workers comes to the
Meaford area from Mexico and Central America. For the two-month
period, this mission has both a
church and a "bunkhouse" mission,
where these workers are taught
Engìish and The Book of Mormon.
They also attend the Mea.ford
Church service on Sundays as
transportation is available. During
this time, the Meaford Mission is
busy seven days a week. The
number of people served is between
40 and 60 each year. \{hen they
retu¡n home, the mission keeps in
touch with them by mail and forwards their names and addresses to
Spanish-speaking brothers and
sisters of the Church in California.
The Saline, Michigan Mission
recently had its dedication service.
As their history was published in
The Gospel News, we won't
duplicate their report here.
It is with a great deal of praise
and thanksgiving to God that we
can share this news with our
brothers and sisters and friends in
the Lord. We'ae only onß kle,lTulill
soon be passetL,lAnd, onlg whnt's
d,one for Christ utill lost.
God bless you all.
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News from Roscoe, PA
Bg Normo, Ke,nd,al|
On Saturday, August 24, 1991,
the Roscoe, PA Branch held its annual Sunday School Picnic. lVe had
a very good turnout of brothers,
sìsters, friends, and children. A
good and happy fellowship was enjoyed by all who attended.
Late¡ that evening, after we
had all gone to our homes, KathY
Malandro, wife of our recentlybaptized Brother Mark Malandro,
telephoned Bro. James Abbott and
asked if she could be baPtized the
next dav!
As we gathered for our SundaY
services, we were blessed and our
cuÞs were filled to overflowing. The
Spirit of Cod was in our midst, both
in Sunday Schooì and in our
preaching service.
Our afternoon fellowshiP service
was opened in prayer by Bro. John
Kendaìl, who then dismissed us to
the baptismal site. Once there, Bro'
James Abbott took KathY into the
river and baptized her. It was a
beautifuì baptism, aird our new
Sister Kathy just glowed as theY
waÌked back to shore, A hYmn was
sung and Bro. John Bloom, Sis.
Kathy's father, offered PraYer. At
the church, Sis. Kathy came forward to have hands laid on her for
the reception of the Holy Ghost.
Prayer was offered by Bro. John
KendalÌ, and Bro. James Abbott
confirmed our new sister.
Sister Kathy's testimonY
follows:
"ln March of 1990 I had a vision of Christ while attending The
Church of Jesus Christ in Roscoe,
PA. I knew that this vision was for
me, because no one else mentioned
that they had seen anything. He
had His arms held out to me, and I
knew that He was calling me into
the Gospel. But I felt that I had to
be perfect and have everything in
my life in order before I was
baptized,
"After I rejected His invitation
into the Gospel, everything seemed
to get worse. I was attending
church faithfully, so I didn't unde¡stand how things could be getting
worse in my life. Then I realized
that God wanted more of me, that
just coming to church wasn't

enough. He wanted me to make
that commitment. I knew that I
didn't have to be perfect in order to
be baptized, but that God was going
to work with me.
"Little did I know, however,
that the Lord was aìso working
with mv husband. Mark. He asked
for his'baptism on July 14. A week
or two a-fter his baPtism, God gave
me a dream in which Mark and mY
two children were standing at the
bottom of a golden colored hillside.
Thev turned and looked at me, as if
to säy good-bye, and Mark took the
chiìdien's hands and started up the
hill. They never looked back at me
again. I knew that I could not go
with them because I was not Yet
baptized.

"Just a couple of weeks later, I
for my baptism, on August
25. I'm thankful that the Lord gave
me another chance to enter into the
Gospel. I'm thankful that He didn't
reject me the way I had rejecled
Him the year before. He gave me
this dream to show me how imPortant it was for me to be baPtized."
asked

News from McKees
Rocks, PA
The year 1991 began with a
sorrowful event for the McXees
Rocks, PA Branch. On FebruarY
19, our dear Sister Mary Clements
(dâughter of the late Brother Vincent Cìements) passed away.
Brothers John Manes and Bill
Colangelo conducted the funeral
servicõ. Sister Mary was a faithfuì
member for 54 years and is síncerelv missed bv all who knew her.
" After tËe cold winter months,
spring truÌy began with a triPle
blessing. Kevin Monaghan requested his baptism on March 24
He attended our braneh services
several times with his cousins,
Patrick and Jason Monaghan.
Brother Paul Ciotti baptized Kevin,
and Brother Bill Colangelo confirmed him. On the same daY, we
ìol4ully returned to the waters
During our testimony meeting, Matthew Ricci asked for his baPtism.
Then, Dennis (Matthew's father)
rose to his feet and spoke these
words: "Praise God, for the Risen

Lord awaìts at the banquet that is
from everlasting to everlasting."
While Matthew rùas testifying,
Brother Dennis spoke under the
Spirit of God stating, "This daY the
Lord hath born unto you a servant
of His Church." Sister Renee Zeh
had a dream on March 23 which
confirmed the two baptisms. AIso,
Sister Martha Laird had dreamed
that two baptisms took place.
March ended with the third
special event-the birth of Ian
Michael Lewis, son of Sister Debr¿
and Kevin Lewis. Ian was blessed
on April 14 by his grandfather,
Brother Ralph Ciotti. Chase Allen
Clements, son of Sister Rhonda and
Don Clements, was blessed bY Paul
Ciotti (Chase's uncle).
The month of April began with
another soìdier enlisting in the "army of the Lord," when Jason
Monaghan was baptized by Brother
Paul Ciotti and confirmed by
Brother Ralph Ciotti. During the
laying on of hands, Brother Paul
Ciotti spoke in the gift of tongues,
witnessing to the congregation that
Brother Jason had indeed received
the Holy Ghost. Brother Jason is
blessed with many dreams. He
related a dream during our
testimony service which promPted
him to think seriously about his
commitment to Christ.
Our bÌessings continued to flow
throughout the summer months.
During the GMBA campout, God's
spirit fell upon Jonathan Rogalla,
who asked for his baptism. On JulY
?, Jonathan was baptized by RalPh
Ciotti and confirmed at the McKees
Rocks Branch by Brother Dick
Lawson. We enjoyed a spirit-filled
day with many visiting brothers
from Detroit, Tampa, South
Carolina, Aliquippa, Monongahela,
Glassport, Greensburg, and Imperial, including visiting elders Ken
Staley and John P. Buffa.
Teny Snyder, a friend of Sister
Martha Laird, witnessed Jonathan's
baptism and was touched bY the
Spirit of God. She has attended
many of our services. On July 21,
she stated her desi¡e to be baptized.
Afte¡ she was confirmed, she requested that her two-year-oìd son,
Àaron, be blessed in the Church.
How true are the words, "The mercies of God, what a theme for mY
song.

"!
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conttnued .

.

you or direct you, if that is God's wilì. Ask some of the
older brothers and sisters in your branch or mission if
they know someone who has spoken with or seen these
men.

Most of all, remember, Remembe¡ that God cares
abott gou. You are precious to Jesus. He knows your
heart and your needs, and He loves you. He can make
you feel clean inside, fuìl of hope and joy, just as He
did.with His disciples and aposiles of òld.
Sincerely,
Sister Jan

*

WEDDINGS *
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OBITUARIES
We wish to eÊpress our sympathg to thnse tho,t
mnurn oaer ù,e Loss of lned, ones. Møy God, bl¿ss and,
curnfort gou.

RICHARD BLAZER
16, 1991, Richard E. Blazer Sr. passed
- Onthis]Vfggh
f¡om
life. He was 66 years of age.
Funeral services were held in West Grove. pA bv
Brothers Anthony J. Vadasz and Philip Arcuri.
He leaves to moum his passing his wife, Sister
Edith Blazer of the Metuchen, NJ Branch, his mother,
three children, six grandchildren, and many reletives
and. friends. May God comfort our sister aird her family
in their time of mourning.

FRANCIONE-CAR,TINO
Brother Andre Francione and Sister Lisa Marie
Cartino were joined, in the sight of God, into the st¿te
of holy matrimony on Saturday, August 31, 1991.
B¡o. Paul Francione, father of the groom, joined
Lisa and Andre as one, with Bro. John Ross Ji., cousin
of the bride, assisting in the ceremony. Beautiful
musical selections were performed by Bro. Pete Giannetti and Sis. Tracey Francione, cousin of the groom.
Sis. Barb Nuzzi played the piano.
May God bless Andre and Lisa as they begin their
..life together. May He watch over them añd prlvide
many years of love, happiness, and service to God as
one. They will be making their home in Michigan and
attending the Saline Mission.

Children Blessed
Jonathan Michael Pennell was blessed on June 80,
1991 at Lorain, Ohio by Bro. Bob Batson.
Joshua Michael McGuire was blessed by Brother
Richard Scaglione on Ju.ly 14, 1991, in the'
Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch.
On August 18, f99f, Zachary Daniel Bell, son of
David and Cynthia Bell and great-grandson of Sister
Rose Nalevanko, was blessed in The Chu¡ch of Jesus
Christ by Bro. Paul Gehly at the Greensburg, PA
Branch.
Bro. Paul Benyola blessed Joseph John Pittius Jr.,
son of Joe and Colleen, on September 8, lggl at the
Hopelawn, New Jersey Branci.
Brian Hen¡y Thompson Jr., son of Brian and Bonnie_ (Edwards) Thompson, was blessed by his grandfather, Bro. Mitch Edwards.
Ç9dy Ryan Hunt, son of Terry and Diane (Miller)
was blessed by Bro. Jerry Giovannone at the ùarreú,
Ohio Branch.
Jessi Lynn Coleman, daughter of David and Rose,
was blessed by Bro. Bob Cia¡¡ochi at the Warren, Ohio
Branch.

JOSEPH AR,CURI

Brother Joseph Arcuri, an elder in the Metuchen,
NJ Branch, passed from this life on July 29, 1991 at
the age of 60. He was baptized in The Chu¡ch of Jesus
Christ in 1949.
The fûneral was conducted by Brother Richard
Lawson, with the assistance of Brothe¡s Ken Lombardo and Joseph Perri.
Surviving are his wife, Sister Susan; two children.
Bro. Joseph Darrell and Sis. JoAnn Catelano;
daughter.inlaw Sis. Demetra and Son.in-law B¡o.
David; two grandchildren; thrbe brothers; and four
sisters. In addition, he will be missed by many brothers
and sisters in Christ, many friends and relatives, and
many acquaintances ¿mong the seed of Joseph, both in
New Jersey and South Caiolina, where he did missionary work.
Our prayer is that God wíll bless and comfort those
he left behind.

VIOLA HOWELL
Sister Viola Howell passed from this life on August
29, L99l at the age of 71. She was a member of the
Elkins, West Virginia mission. Sister Vi was a faithful
member of the Church and will be missed by all.

JOSEPH SCAGLINE

Brother Joseph Scagline passed on to his eternal
reward on September f0, 1991. Brother Joe was g4
years old- The fu¡eral was conducted by his nephew,
B¡other Richard Scaglione,
Our brother is su¡vived by three sons, three
daughters, and many grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. May the Lord comfort those who will
feel his loss.

ï
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The Ministry of God's Word
By Davìd, Mujaros

In his July, 1991 Gospel Nøws
"Editorial Viewpoint," ou¡ Brother
ìditor brought home to me some
øital points. I hope that all of us
recognized what he was trying to
say to us. He '.note, " Just hmÅng
the Truth does not make you a successful servant of God. It's bnuing
the Truth-applying it in your life
and having a pu.rpose for all that
you do in your service to Him-that
frees you from the 'Don't ask questions' kind of thinking and makes
you 'ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh
you a reason of the hope that is in
you' (I Peter 3:1õ)."
After reading this final
paragraph of his editorial, my mind
went immediately to Mosiah 6:3
which reads, in part, "King Benjamin... appointed priests to
teach the people, that thereby they
might hear and know the commandments of God, and to stir them up
in remembrance of the oath which
they had made. ." In this
precious passage of scripture God
gives very clear directives to His
priesthood, We are to reoi, the
Vord to God's people so that they
,æør it. Next, we are to erplain the
Word of God so that His people will
knou or und¿rstand it. And we are
to remind, God's people of lhe oøth
or coaØxo,nt that they have made

witb their Lord and their God.
Alma 43:1 reads, "And now it
came to pass that the sons of Alma
did go forth among the people, to
declare the word unto them. And
Alma, also, himself, could not rest,
and he also went forth." What is it
about the Word that drives us to
read it, share it, and decìa¡e it? It
is alive. It is part and parcel of His
breatb. And it is His breath that
gives life! Genesis 2:7 reads, "And
the Lord God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the b¡eath of life;
and man became a living soul."
This portion of the "breath of God"
that rises from the pages of His
Word refreshes and enlivens us. As
He is alive, His Word is alive; and
as we take it in, øa become more
and more alive.
Psalms 1:1-4 reads, "Blessed is

the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor

standeth in the way of sinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the sco¡nful.
But his delight is in the law of the
Lord; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night. And he
shall be like a tree planted by the

rivers of water, that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he
doeth shall prosper. The ungodly
are not so. ." As we take time

11

for reading the Word, it
that everything else falls in
place in our lives. Bec¿use we
"delight" in reaùírr4 the Wo¡d and
undørstonùin g it, everything seems
to bloom and brighten around us.
Life takes on a, more colorftrì appeal. Life becomes more
manageable, mo¡e liveable. Life
becomes more worth living. When
we have His Word inspiring and
motivating us-even in the face of
f¡ightening newspaper headlines
and depressing radio and TV news
broadcasts-we do not waver or
doubt. The Word of God is our
bulwark against fear.
For preachers and teachers of
classes who want dynamic, inspiring
sermons and Sunday School or
MBA sessions, the \{ord of God
must be the foundation of
ever¡thing that is said. As speakers
and teachers, our testimonies and
experiences are vital. Ou¡ ideas and
opinions can be important, But if
these things are not grounded on
the bedrock of scripture, then we
stand on shaky ground. God's Word
makes what we say come alive, and
the lesson stays longer with the
listener. This requires more thought
and preparation befo¡ehand, but ou¡
people are wo¡th the extra effort!
After all, their edification is the
main reason, basically, for God's
calling us to our various offices.
God calls us to walk with Him
each day
seems

(Contlnued on Page 10)
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To the Family of God

A Testimony of Praise

Bg Barbara Ileaps

Bg Tinø Sechrßt

For forty years I have had the
privilege of praying to Our Lo¡d on
behalf of others and seeing the
Lo¡d work in the lives of those that
were prayed for. However, there
comes a time in our lives when we
can't pray for ourselves, and that is
the time when v¡e need "The Family of God."
That time came in my lífe,
when I was diagnosed as having
very aggressive breast cancer,
which deveìoped into cancer of the
lymph nodes almost overnight.
Rusty and I t¿lked it over, and
decided to continue on ou¡ mission
of visiting throughout the Church
and t¿ke the treatments as they
came. We did not realize how much
time the t¡eatments would take, As
it turned out, I had four operations,
six chemotherapy treatments, and
six weeks of radiation therapy in
nine months' time. The Lord was
with us in all of this.
It is one thing to pray for
others, but it's another to be the
recipient of the thoughts and
prayers of "The Family of God."
Each card brought new courage and
peace. They c¿me from brôthers,
sisters, and children, some of whom
I Ìnd never met as well as from
saints that I have known for years.
Your prayers were heard of God,
and the last report from my doctor,
after taking all the tests, is that I
am cancer-free as of this date.
Praise God!! For this I give all
thanks to My Savior. To Him first,
and then to all the saints for their
prayers. I thank God also for the
fine doctors He led me to. Continue
to remember me in your prayers a6
we remembe¡ all of you.

GOD HEARD YOU
AND HEÀLED ME

The love of the brothers and
sisters for Christ and His saints
wae demonst¡ated to my mother
@arbara Heaps) and me when we
were diagnosed with ca¡cer,
I truly wish I couìd personally
thank all of you for your genuine
compassion, concern, prayers, and
support for my mother and myself.
I pray that this article will help to
convey my gratitude to all the
saints, and that you may praise

Him with me.
I thank God for the value of my
past tribulations, wbich taught me
how to develop a Bpiritual foundation of trusting and understanding
God's will. \{ithout the heart¿ches
and trials, I never could have
understood the faith and love of
God which sust¿ined with peace
through it all.
Knowing ou¡ faith and God'g
love for His children, it is my hope
that no one will become discowaged
over the cancer that has wounded
my family.
Praise God, the doctor's report
revealed that after my surgery, I
no longer have any sign of cancer!
With God's help and the
prayers of the saints, I was able to
increase my faith and receive God's
healing. Christ's compassionate
heart yearns to heal us more than
we have the capacity to desire it.
Before the swgery, I asked God
if He would give someone a dream
regarding His r¡¡ill for me. God
answered through several ex-

Sister Barbara Heaps

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Amormino, Eugene and Donna
26134 Woodland

Mt. Clemens, MI 48045
Tel. (313) 949-0472

deliverance!
Sis. Tina Sechrist

70 years ln the Gorpel
Brother Antonio Molisani, who
is 106 years old, celeb¡at¿d his 70th
spiritual birthday on September 10,
1991.

After the Chu¡ch had been
established in Detroit with five
charter members, Bro. Molisani was
the sixth memb€r to be baptized
there, in September, 1921, The five
preceding him were Bro. Ralph and
Sis, Anna Frammolino and their
daughter, Louise, and Bro.
Giuseppe Bnd SiB. Msry Gianzante.
Although old age is ceusing hig
health to fail, Bro. Molisani still a1
tends chu¡ch regularly at Det¡oit
Branch 1 on Sundays. An ordained
teacher, he has kept the faith and
has never hesit¿t€d to give his
testimony to whoever crossed his
path. The saints of Branch I
honored him with a beautiful
boutonniere.

periences, among which was the
following drearn given to a sister

for

With all our love,

here."
My Savior resolved the probler
of cancer, and instilled in my doctor's mind that I was totally healed
and wouìd not need to undergo
¡adiation or chemotherapy
treatments. I praise Him for His

me:

"I dreamed that Tina and her
mother and father were in a room
together. Brother Rusty laid his
hands upon Tina and began to pray.
It was the most beautiful prayer I
had ever heard. He was pouring out
his heart to God, and I wept as I
listened, knowing in my heart that
God would answe¡ his prayer, Then
a voice spoke to me and told me it
was not Tina's time to die, because
she still had much wo¡k left to do

Bro. Anlonlo Mollsanl

"The fear of thc Lord. prolongeth
days: but th,e Eears of the wicked'
shall be shortewd," (Proverbs 10:27).
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Trlp to Slngles' Relrsat
Bg Tørri Brauo
On Friday, July 26, 1991, a van
filled with eight people from the

Atlantic Coast District headed to
the Singles' Retreat, held at the
Ciotti Manor in Butler, PA. The
retreat was sponsored by the
GMBA and the General Ladies'
Uplift Circle. the theme of the
weekend was a positive one, "You
Have What It Takes." We found
ourselves being drawn together by
our love for Jesus Christ and for
one another. \{e edoyed each
other's company and the fellowship
of all those who attended. We
renewed old acquaintances and met
new friends. There were seminars,
meetings, and activities to participate in.
As the weekend progressed, the
attendees grew closer together. \{e
regan sharing experiences, joys,
goals, and problems. We were enõouraged to be humble and to seek
the Lord's will in our lives, At our
Saturday evening meeting, Bro.
Phil Buffa asked that a prayer be
offered on behalf of the young people. Bro. Pauì Ciotti offered the
prayer, and then Sisters Arline
Whitton and Lorraine DeMercurio
led an activity which helped us to
get to know one another and support the positive qualities we each
possess.

After services and lu¡ch on
Sunday, we reluctantly headed back
home. Michael Lane, a fourteenyear-old attending his frrst General
Church function, summed up the
weekend in five small words, "I feel
good about myself." This was in
response to five other small but
meaningful words, "You Have

What

It Takes."

Slngles' Retrcal a
suooesslul lolnt eflort
By Karm Progør
The General Ladies' Uplift Circle and General Missionary

Benevolent Association (GMBA)
sponsored their

first

combined
endeavor. As you have already read

in Sist€r Terri's a¡ticle, the ¡etreat
began on Friday evening and concluded after lunch on Sunday.
Singles from the Atlantic Coast,
Ohio, Michigan-Ontario, and Penn-

svlvania Districte met in the
bäautitul, rolling hills of Butler,
Pennsylvania. Individuals ranging in
age from 14 to 60+ attended the
retreat, which was intended to address the concerns of ummarried
members of our Chu¡ch's various
organizations.
From the moment we arrived,
the group felt a rapport not common to such a mixed assembly. Friday evening, many of ue discussed
the problems and conditions we deal
with into the wee hows of the
morning.
Saturday morning's geminars
were very interesting and wellplanned, The facilit¿tors are to be
complimented for their prepa.ration
and presentation. Special thanks
also to Sisters Rhoda and Joyceann
Jumper, who handled regietration
añd accommodations.
Our afternoon activities deserve
special mention. Immediately after
lunch, a seminar on personal
frnances was presentcd by Bro,
Brian Martorana. Sports were to
begin immediately following this
seminar; however, as we left the
meeting room, we were overwhelmed by the exquisite hatmony
which filled the halls. those who
had planned to pa,rticipate in sports
gathered in the meeting room and
were singing praiseg to the Lord.
Softball, bowling, and volleyball
took a back seat to the singing.
What a wonderful experience to see
a group of young people who would
rather praise God than participete
in sporting activities. This impromptu activity set the pace for the
balance of the day.
The Circle and GMBA officers
had not planned an evening
spiritual meeting, but the Spirit was
allowed to lead us, and the evening
activities began with preaching,
singing, and testimony. Many who
had been baptized at GMBAsponsored activities expressed
themselves. As Bro. Mark Palmieri
testified, an ex¡rerience was had in
which the visage of his recently

departed grandfather, Bro. Tony
Palmieri, rvas seen on his face.

We concluded the night's Bctivities with a pizza party and "getto-know-you" game. Once again, no
one was eager to retire, and we enjoyed fellowship long past bedtime.
Apostle Paul Benyola was the
opening speaker on Sunday moraing. lYe were delighted to have
him, along with Bro. Dick Lawson,
representing the General Church.
Bro. Par¡l quoted the scriptural
question, "What shall I do to have
etærnal life?" and discussed the importance of our souls, concluding
with a reminder to us to be concerned for one another. Bro. Dick
Lawson asked us if it is truly well
rvith our soul, and reminded us that
we have what it takeg, and that we
c¿n set the pace and malte a difference. We were privileged to hear
from many brothers who joined us
for the day, as well as the
testimonies of many brothers,
sist€rs, and fríends.
We a.re truly gratefirl for these
activities, which bring us close¡ as
saints, and especially for aptivities
which address specific needs. The
GMBA and General Circle truly
showed a spirit of cooperation and
love in jointly sponsoring this
ret¡eat. We hope to experience
many more such occurrenceg in the

future, trusting that God will continue to bless the officers and
members.
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the chairman, B¡other Thomas
Liberto. He st¿ted that the Interface Process is about half completed, in accordance with the predetermined t$r'o-year timetable. He
said many good things are going
on, and the missionary programs
are continuing. He iterated that it
\.vas essential to have everyone's
suppo¡t, so that the Gospel can go

TWo New Evangelists
Bg Carl J. FrarnmoLino,
Eaongelist Eùitar
Two elders, Ford K. Boadu of
Ghana, West Africa, and Wayne R.

Martorana of the Ohio District,
have been c¿lled to be evangelists
in The Church of Jesus Christ.
They were recommended for ordination into that office by the General
Quonrm of Seventy Evangelists,
which met on October 3, and they
were approved by the General
Chu¡ch Conference the next day.
Brother Boadu has been in the
priesthood for 16 years, and has
served as President of The Church
of Jesus Christ in Ghana since the
Church was established there.
Through his efforts, there are now
seven locations in Ghana, and the
Church is recognized and highly
respected there, He supervises the
entire membership of over 600 in
that country. Bro. Ford is ¿n untiring worker in spreading the Gospel
of Christ, and has had to overcome
tremendous odds and obstacles. Until three years ago, he was the only
elder in Ghana.
B¡other Martorana has been an
elde¡ for 12 years, and has been
very active in his district's missionary activities, Serving as Chairman of the Ohio District Missions
Operating Committee, Bro. Wayne
is also a member of the North
American Indian Cultural CenÞr,
and has conducted seminars on the
Restoration of the Gospel with
them. He is on the Ohio visitation
schedule, traveling to Omaha,
Nebraska; South Bend, Indiana;
Rochester, New York; Columbus
and Cincinnati, Ohio; and other
places. He is also involved in the

Ohio District's outreach program.
The two calìings filled the
vacancies left by the passing of
Evangelists Raymond Cosetti in
1990 and Paul Vitto, this August
16. Brother Cosetti's departure, his
many years of service, and the
presentation of a plaque to his wife
and their family have been
reported. A similar plaque is to be

given to Brother Vitto's wife and
family by the Michigan-Ontario
Evangelists on bebalf of the
Quorum.

Brothe¡ Vitto spent many
wonderftrlly exemplary years in the
Gospel. He had been baptized 57
years ago. He wa¡ ordained an
elder on April 22, 7956, and a¡
evangelist on May 26, 1976. His living testimony, his very tender and
caring manner, his deep concern for
people, and his deep-rooted
faithfulness will be geatly missed.
Besides his wife, he left two sons,
one daughter, two gandchildren,
two brothers, who are aìso
evangelists, and many other
relatives, brothers and sisters in
Christ, and friends.
OTHER MATTERS

Other important matters were
discussed at the October 3 Conference session. Many of them now

fall under the Missions Operating
Committee, which reports to the
Seventies, which, in turn, reports to
the General Conference. The committee has been charged with the
responsibility of interfacing with
the former General Church Board
of Missions and to make certain
that all missionary activities of the
Church are being maintained and
expanded as directed.
The MOC report was given by

forth.
Brother Liberto reviewed the
reports of the Americas Missions
Operating Committee (AMOC),
Foreign Missions Operating Committee (FMOC), Media Committee,
and General Development Committee. He pointed out specific
highlights in each area. Districts'
and foreign gro'*'th were analyzed,
and future prospects and goals
were included. Media and General
Development activities were also
noted,

Interestingly, there are many
brothers and siste¡s who are working in many areas, and, of course,
all their efforts are genuinely appreciated, as Brother Liberto emphasized. Unfortunately, due to
limited time, it was impossible for
him to report on all of them,
COMMUNICATION IMPORTANT

The importance of communicating about missiona.ry activities to all members and friends
of the Church is being addressed by
both the MOC and the Missionary
Foundation Committee. It is hoped
to finalize a slide presentation
which will depict the missionary
progress being made. Viewing the
advancements and successes \ryill
not onìy give insights about what is
being achieved but will certainly
bless us to see how the Lord is calling souls into the Gospel in various
parts of the world, The slide program is a joint venture involving

both committees.
To further coordinate all phases
of missionary operations, the
chairmen of the General Church
Board of Trustees and the General
Church Finance Committee have
been added as non-voting members
of the MOC. The importance of
their inclusion on behalf of their
committees and responsibilities is

(contlnuod on Pago 11)
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When I began reading this month's Children's Corner (next page), I thought our
sister was-going to ãll the chíldren about Zion, so closely did her description
paralìel theïorãs of Isaiah Reading further, however, I saw it,was the Church
in IV Nephi she was describing, whose glory, Iike the Church in the Book of Acts,
reached ì climax, but then waned as people's feelings toward material goods
supplanted-even if only slightly-their love toward God and one another'

J, Scol¡rc
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The similarity of the early Church to Zion is worth noting, and should cause us
to rejoice in ihe anticipatiôn of dwelling, in the fìesh, in a condition of unmatched
spíriiual unity with ou¡ fellow beings, enjoying the power.and visitation of the
iord Himself in His Church like never before. How magnificent ít would be to
live in such a daY as that!
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The Church of Jesus Ch¡ist holds a key position in bringing the Restored Gospel
to the Seed of Joseph, the House of Israel, and the world Our opportunities to
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carrytheGospelfurther,however,areblockedbyfinancialinabilityWhilethere
u." ihor" whô give to the Church liberally and generously (please keep it up!),
our overall tracik record is severely deîicient, with under $20 per month-on the
average-coming into the General Chu¡ch from each of us'
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Today, as we Iook forward to enjoying the blessings of the Peaceful Reign, we
mustäk ourselves-individually-what place natural possessions t¿ke in our lives.
Are our homes truly open to one another and to our fellow beings, or does having
to share our possessioìs frighten or embarrass us? Does the notion of tithing to
the Church úpset us, despite strong scrìptural evidence to support ten percent
as a nuirvimum on which to build our giving?
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is no coincidence that this blessed spiritual state was accompanied by an unsur-

passed sharing of wealth and possessions' In fact, the remarkable blessedness of

üôùúl¡!. Dr.

ol

liberality, and commonality pervaded the saints' natural-as weìl as their
spirituai-dealings with one another. These people recognìzed- God as not only
tile Provider, buì also the true Owner of all they possessed They glorified His
name with their belongings, relinquishing the carnal desire to acquire and own
in exchange for the bìesseã joy of giving and sharing. In both scriptures it states,
"they had all things common."
It

Ll¡ Cù.úÞlt.
Mt. Clcncu, MI

The two scripturaì accounts we have of such conditions prevailing are found in
Acts 3 & ¿ and the first half of IV Nephi' In both places it is noted that unity,

As we enjoy the natural blessings the Lord has bestowed upon us, I would hope
that eachïi us wouìd prayerfully and scripturally examine our financial practices,
realizing that the Lord who hai giu"n us all that we- possess will some day hold
us accoãntable for our financial decisions. Let's apply the truths of Sister Jan's
lesson in ou¡ lives today-to set an example to ow children, and to bring us all
closer to Zion.
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happiness or satisfaction. Love
does. Kindness and caring for

The

others does,

Whatever you buy this year
will, no doubt, be "out of style"
next year. The advertisers on
television trick us into believing
we'll be popu1ar or happy if we just
buy a certain toy, or game, or pair
of jeans or sneakers. It's nnt true.
Think how many times you've tried
that and never felt lasting

Children's
Corner
Bg Jon Steinrock

happiness.

Treasures That Last
Dear Boys and Girls,

it would
everyone in this ìand was completely loving and kind? What if
every stranger was a brother ot
sister, líving in God's way, in The
Church of Jesus Christ?
Imagine; you could play outside
in the moonlight and shadows and
never be afr¿id. You could leave
your house unlocked and open, and
leave your toys anywhere, and
nothing bad wouìd happen. If your
Can you imagine how

be

if

little brothe¡ or sister went for a
walk or hike and didn't come back
for two or three days, no one would
worry because they'd know the
child was just visiting one of our
Church people. Every stranger
wouìd be a friend to know, to share
with, to pray with. No one wor¡ld
worry about money, or try to buy
things to look important, because
everyone would share.
That was what it was like on

this land after the time when Jesus
came to visit, There had been a
huge destruction. Only the more
righteous were spared, For three
days, Jesus walked and talked and
taught the people about God's love.
He took each child and offered a
special blessing and prayer for
them. Àngels were seen.
These children grew up and
never forgot the love and power of
Christ. They ¡aised their children
the same way. And their children
grew up and also served God with
great peace. Everyone was safe and
happy.

More and more children were
born, but then things changed!
"What made them change?" you
ask. "Why wouìd anyone want to

give up such a wonderfuì, joyfuì
way of living? How did this happen?"
The Book of Mormon teaches us
that this land was very rich in gold,
silver, pearls, and plants and
animals to make beautiful fabrics
and dyes for cloth, In the two hundred and fìrst year after Jesus
came, a small number of people
want¿d to look bettc¡ than their
friends. They decided not to share
fully what they had. They began to
divide into classes, or groups, Their
riches became more important to
them than loving or caring for
others.
And Satan made others really
want these riches, too. Jealousy
st¿rted to be a problem. Some people also wanted to steal the riches
from others. So now, those who
loved their riches had to lock doors
and worry. They knew they were
wrong. Down deep inside they felt
bad. At Chu¡ch they knew they
were wrong, In The Church of
Jesus Christ the three Nephite
Disciples were still very much alive
and guiding their people, even after
two hundred years,
Those who loved riches had to
form their own churches, where
they could change the simple laws
of loving and serving one another.
They began to hate the good people
of Christ; they persecuted the
Three Nephites. Little by little,
they let that old, ugly devil confuse
them into thinking that "stuff,"
possessions, wou.ld make them happy and feel good inside.
'What
can we learn from this?
Actually, it is a message that we all
already know very well: The things
of this world do not bring lasting

Now, think about the times
your family was proud of you, or
the tinìes you bmn you had done
right. That's not a feeling we can
buy. In The Church of Jeeus Christ,
love is free. Love grows when it is
shared. Love never grows tired.
Love gives us patience, Love helps
us stick up for each other. Love
(Contlnuod on Page 11)
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Our lVomen T
füneral Circle
Conference
BE

Mary Ta:rnburrino

"We pledge ourselves to read
and search the Scriptures and ask
God to direct and bless our Ladies'
Upìift Circìe in every way. We will
do our duty in visiting the sick; we

will not find fault in word or deed
but will be a help to each other and
heìp others to the best of ou¡ ability, and will assist the Church with
missionary work." These were the
opening remarks of the General Circle President Sistær Arline Whitton.
Sister Lorraine DeMercurio, vice
president, read the Bible from Colossians 1:12 and 3:16, and from I
Thessalonians.

The General Ladies' Uplift Circle Conference was held at
Greensburg, PA on October 6,
1991. Sisters were present from all
over the country. Many were able

to attend because the Generaì
Church Conference convened at the
same time at the World Conference

Center. The minutes of the last con-

ference, held at Aliquippa, PA
were read; ana tne
of 'officers was t¿ken. A communication
was read from New York's Bowery.
They thank everyone who gave
clothes and asked that we continue
in this project. The singles' retreat,

ioliäl

held

jointly with the GMBA, was

held on July 26 at Ciotti Manor. \{e
heard reports from: Atlantic Coast,
Southeast, India, Michigan-Ontario,
Ohio, Pacific Coast, Pennsylvania,
and Southwest Circles, All of the
Areas are busy working for the
Church. Our Card Sender, Sister
Pierina DiFalco, sent out 50 cards.
Money was sent to the
Memorial Fund in mernory of the

following: Ruth Ackerman, Rocco
Biscotti, Richard Blazer, Dan
Casasanta, Jennie Ciarrochi, Victor
Ciarolla, Mary Clements, Nancy
Conti, Evelyn Crall, Josephine
D'Antonio, Mary Dominici, Diana
Gula, Carrie Keller, Ruth
Kirschner, Angelo Maisano, Louise
Micale, Gerta Miller, and Alfred
Vernia.
The questions and answers
assigned were: "What city will be
wiped as a man wipeth a dish and

turned upside down?" (II Kings
21:13), and "lVhat signs shall follow
those that believe on my name?"
(Mormon 9:24 and.II Nephi 26:8-9).

Branch and Mission News
Tso Bonllo Branch
f€aches out
By Ron Brutz
The summer of 1991 was
energized in the Tse Bonito, NM
Branch with the annual Vacation
Bible School and a musical program. The VBS is in its sixth year
here at our new building, following
previous efforts ín the Red Lake
Community. The music experience
also extends over several summers,
and has featr¡red many guest directors, singers, and accomplished
mus¡clans.

The level of anticipation always
crescendos as the week of these ac-

tivities approaches. The branch core
of participants is always complemented by visiting voluntæers,
who bring a fresh enthusiasm and
excitement to blend with the
dedication and hope of those who
have gerved here, some for over
eighteen years. We were advised by
Presiding Elde¡ Peter Gena¡o to expect a week of blessings, punctuatæd by hard work and complete
exhaustion.

Sister Chris Mancini facilitated
the Vacation Bible School, v¡hich
served õ4 child¡en and youth from
the branch and the community. The
Theme, "Sonward Ho!", provided
an avenue for the exploration of
Jesus' love and purpose for our
lives as we pursue His will on the

Cont¡ibutions were made to the
General Church Treasury

for: Africa, India, Italy,

Mission

Foundation, Media Committee, and
to the Indian Mission Funds. A
totaì of $16ó6.00 was raised for the
chwch building in Tijuana,

Mexico-this project is to continue.
The officers were all re-elected
with the exception of the Librarian:
Sister Laurie DeSantis was elected,
with Sister Sandy Bittinger as her
assistant.

A vote of thanks was given to
the sisters who cooked for us,
Sister Judy Coppa gave a brief
¡eport on the Day Care Center that
was held for the first time during
our Conference. Eleven children attended and ten sisters volunteered.
Sister Jan Cornell, chairperson
for the Pennsylvania Area, had
Scripture reading and sang songs
on the question, "How can we have
joy in our sorrow?"
She drew the analogy of an
airplane tríp. Anyone that has ever
been in a plane could relate to what
she was portraying. The remainder
of the meeting was spent in singing
and testimonies. The next General
Ci¡cle Conference will be held in
San Diego, California, on April 25,
t992.

trail of life.

.

Brother David Majoro.s con-

ducted the youth and adult choirs,
and challenged us to achieve higher
levels of music¿l expression seasoned by the Spirit of God. The
theme, "I Have Decided to Follow
Jesus," conveyed a simple yet profound message to the many parents
and visitors who gathered on that
Friday summer evening to witness
their children and the two choirs
praise God in song.
A cassette tape of the program
is available for a nominal donation;
please contact the Tse Bonito
Branch for further information.
We pray that everyone located
throughout the vineyard of the
Lord in every town, city, reservatíon, and foreign land will be joined
by thousands who will sing the

(Conllnusd on PEgo 8)
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TSE BONITO conllnued
words of the program's theme song,
which ends with the words, "No
turning back, no turning back."
That sums up our desire and
testimony.
As you pray for en opportunity
to expand your service to God with
involvement in a mission freld-in
addition to your own daily
endeavors-the Tse Bonito B¡arich
extends an invit¿tion to youth and
adults alike to plan ahead for the
summer of 1992. Join us in
reaching out to the surrounding
Navajo community. You will not be
disappointed, both in exerting your
energy to the limit, and in receiving
blessings you cennot contain, MaY
God bless His Church and His Cove'
nant People Israel is ou¡ fervent
preyer,

Baptlsms at Delrolt
Branch 2
In the past six months, Detroit
Branch 2 has been blessed with the
baptisms of two very wonderful
yor¡ng women. Sis. lonya Par¡åYano was introduced to the
Church by her husband, Bro. Andrew, before they were ma.rried.
Sis. Caroþn Gentile, daughter of
Bro. Alex and Sis. Cathy, was born
and raised in the Chu¡ch. Following
are their hea¡tfelt testimonies of
how God has worked in their lives:
Sle, Tonya Prrrrvrno-"Long
before Andrew introduced me to
the Church, God stirred up a desire
in me to search for a chwch. While

I lived in New York, I visited so
many churches by myseìf. I was

brought up in the Lutheran chu¡ch,
but even that church never felt
comfortable

,

"My first impression of The
Church of Jesus Christ was that the
meeting was really different than I
was used to, but the people were incredible. There was something
about the Church that really kept
me interested. I had such a strong
desire to learn about the Chu¡ch, I
read every piece of literature I
could find about it. I was actuallY
very surprised one day when I
realized how important this chuch

was to me. I realized that I wasn't
here for Andrew; I was here for
me. I started to see all of the
wonderful ways that God has been
a part of my life. I had never been
able to see this before. This gave
me an even stronger desire for
more.

"I think if I tried to sum it up
in one word what God has done for

it would be dnei,re. He has
given me the desire to learn, the
desire to pray, and ultimately the
desire to commit the rest of my life
to Him.
"I don't know how I cor¡ld be
where I am today without the dif'
ference God and the Chu¡ch have
made in my life, I ¿m so thankful
for the education I have received. I
am so thankful for God allowing
Andrew and me to find each other.
I have ¿ wonderfi.¡l husband, a
beautifr¡l home, a terrific family,
and so many other things.
"I found that it is so eaay to
t¿ke these things for granted. I was
given several experiences over the
past year, but it wasn't really until
Friday, April 6 of this year that I
realized what was going on. I was
at work and something made me
think about the opportunity in front
of me. I had an opportunity that
would meet my spiritual needs, and
I was ignoring itl All at once,
everything that had haPpened to me
made sense, I just couldn't ignore it
anv more. When I made the decisioï to be baptized, a happiness
filled me up that I cannot begin to
explain.
"I realize that by being out in
Grand Rapids I am a long waY from
Branch 2, God has given Andrew
and me another wonderful blessing,
Sis. Eva (Coppa) Cain. Together the
three of us study, pray, and support
each oïher. We all.feel lÍke we have
so much to gain and so much to
give by working together. I am so
thanki¡l for the opportunity to
serve God in this way. I am looking
forward to the difference that God
will continue to make in my life."
Sis. Tonya was baptized on
April 7, 199f by Bro. Dan Parravano and confirmed by Bro. Peter
me,

Capone.

Sls. Carolynn Gontlle-"I was
born and raised in The Church of
Jesus Christ and took advantage of
a close relationship with God. I had

several experiences ín the past, and
I knew that in the futu¡e I would
render obedience to the Lord; but

far it had not exactly fit into mY
I was never able to put it
first.
"I had been living on my own
for five years and always er¡joyed a
very fast-paced, crazy lifestyle. f
was involved in many thingr that I
thought were important, and my
goals were set for an exciting, funfilled life. Unknow¡ to me, God had
a different plan.
"Approximately three months
prior to my baptism I became very
ill and was unable to work. I began
going to the doctors. AJter severaì
tests, I still had no a¡swers. I
so

plans.

would have my good days and bad,
but the ma¡'ority of the time I was
home (now at my parents') unable
to do much of anything, Over this
time I prayed and wes anointed
several times. Finally some news
came from the doctors-it was
discouraging. I began to pray
fervently for a chance to get better
and start my life again. But I also
began to look at thingr in a whole
new light. I realized that I had
spent much of my adult life striving
for things that were so unimportant. \ryïen I got sick, these worldly
things that I had acquired were
taken away from me, but that was
okay. I beg¿n to realize that I could
control many aspects of my life, but
I could not control my illness, I
really didn't deserve for God to heal
me after denying Him my soul' I
got a chance to look at my mistakes
and correct them before it was too
late. I thought about getting baptized. I began to pr8y that if it $'as
my time that thio feeling would
grow and not leave me,
"Over the next two weeks, I
started to feel a little bette¡, and
frnally, on September 29, I asked to
be baptized. As I write this, I am a
new member of only a few days, I
do not know what God's plan is for
me, but I do know that whether I
spend the rest of my life with an illness or whethe¡ I get a chance to
start over, I have made the first
step towards happiness and eternal
Iife. I thank God for the wonderñr.l
familv and brothers and sisters in
the ihurch who have stuck by me
and were patient with me.
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"I encourage all young people
who have been raised in the Chu¡ch
but are not yet rnembers to sit back
and take a long look at their lives
and their reasons for waiting. Put
your priorities straight. You never

know if you'll get that chance in
the futu¡e to give your soul to God.
Continue to pray for me and all the
young people in the Chu¡ch. I know
it won't be easy, but I also know
with the prayers and support of the
brothers and sisters of this Church
anything is possible."
Sis. Carolynn was baptized on
September 29, 1991 by Bro. Alex
Gentile and confrrmed by Bro.
Leonard A. Lovalvo.

Gary Champine to lay hands on
Brother Colìins, and Bro. Eugene
Amormino was di¡ected to bestow
the Holy Ghost on Sister Judy.

After their confirmations, ou¡ two
new members gave their
testimonies. Sister Judy spoke of
how the Lord has dramatically
changed her life since the Lord
allowed Sister Cindy Ciaravino to
share the Gospel with her. Brother
Collins, who has known of the
Church since the days when we met

in the Rex Hotel-over t€n years
ago-expressed his great desire to
do the Lord's will. He told the congregation about his great adventure
travelling to the U.S. from the
West Indies, and how he safely
managed to arrive in New York
without being deported. He has
many things to thank the Lord for,
as do we all.
'We
continue to thank and
praise the Lord fo¡ His goodness
and mercies.

Baptisms at Detro¡t
lnner City
By Beclq De Roo
The members of the Detroit Inner City Branch are becoming very
familiar with the maze of streets
that lead from the Chu¡ch to our
Belle Isle, where we baptize. On
Sunday, April 28, 1991, two more
names were written in the Lamb's
Book of Life, Judith Ann Smarda
and Collins Ärmstrong Hippoþe.
That makes a total of fourteen baptisms since 1989. \{hat a blessing!
We rejoice in the Lord for touching
the hearts of ou¡ new brother and
siste¡.
Brother Eugene Amormino baptized Collins, whose face w¿s alive
with a radiant smile as he stepped
back onto the shore, Brother Flip
Palacios brought Judy into the
water. She, too, was full of joy
when she walked ba¡k to the shore.
We sang a few verses of Amo.øinq
Grotq and, Bro. Tony Gerace closed
ln prayer.
Brother Gerace opened the
meeting with a sermon on the
desire to be baptized. He was
followed by Bro. Amormino, who
read from the 18th Chapter of
Mosiah, explaining how Alma baptized in the wilderness. Our brother
emphasized that the hearts and
souls of those baptized have been
sanctified by the blood of Jesus
Christ.
After the brothers called upon
the Lo¡d, the Spirit directed Bro.

Odlnatlon ln Tampa, FL

.

Bg Sharon Stal.ey
Sunday, September 8, 1991 was
a very special day for our branch,
as we heard our newly-ordained
elder, Bro. Isaac J. Smith, open our

Sunday service for the first time,
Reading from Luke 6:46-48, our
brother exhorted us to make certain

that our spirituaì foundation is
solid,. He explained how in a natural
sense, when a structure is being
built, there are certain inspections
required aftær each phase of construction is completed. Until
everything is verified to be built
correctly according to specifications
and code requirements, the work
cannot continue. Sometimes revisions or corrective measufes are
needed.

And so it applies spiritually! It
is our responsibility as members of
the body of Christ to examine
ourselves and re-evaluate our standing with

the:::i.,.'-,.

dination into the ministry as a large
gathering of saints and friends from
throughout the Southeast District
met with us at the North Bor¡levard
Community Center. It was an
added joy to have in attendance
Bro. Ike's parents, Bro. Isa¿c and
Sis. Bonnie Smith of Lakeside, AZ,
and his grandparents, Bro. Joseph
and Sis, Vicky Calabrese of Lorain,
oH.
Bro. Duane Lowe read the
duties of an elder to his son-in-law.
Bro, Ike was then set apart by having his feet washed by Apostle
Joseph Calabrese, after which he
was ordained by Bro. Isaac Smith.
Many experiences were given
relative to Bro. Ike's calling. One
that was especially touching was
related by Bro. lke himself. Many
years ago as a young teenager, he
wað in attendance at a meeting at
the Lorain, Ohio B¡anch. Wïile
bearing his tæstimony, he expressed
a desire to someday be able to work
among the Seed of Joseph. At that
moment, the gift of tongues was
spoken and the interpretation
given: "Bo petlent rnd I wlll work
wlth you."
One additional blessing we all
received the day of this ordination
was in witnessing Bro. Ike administer the Lord's Supper.
Our branch is grateful that God
has cålled our brother to labo¡ fo¡
Him, and our love, prayers, respect
and support are with him.

Baptlsms at Porry, OH
On August 1.1th, the Perry
Saints were in for a blessing that
they had been looking forward to
for a long time, The morning service was a good one with Bros. M.
Milano and E. Santilli bringing

forth the Word of God.
In the afternoon service, six
people came fo¡ward to be anointed
and as Sandy Boerner was asked
the reason for prayer, she said: "I
want Jesus to take away my sins!"
Bro. Santilli asked if she desired to
be baptized and she responded that
she did. A beautiful spirit prevailed

during the anointings.
The previous Sunday,
September 1, 1991, we were
priviìeged to witness Bro. Ike's or-

(Contlnued on Page 10)
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PERRY, OH contlnuod

After the meeting was over,
Dan Soucy came ba¡k upstairs and
stated that he would like to be beptized. lt seemed like nobody felt
like going home as we er¡'oyed the
ouþouring of the spirit. It wss
decided to hold the baptisms the
following week so family members
could be present.
In the meantime everyone
prayed for othe¡s because there
were those who were struggling,
Sure enough, before the week was
over, Bobby Smith informed Bro.
S¿ntilli that he, too, was ready to
tu¡n his life over to Christ. Bobby
had asked the Lord if he was ready
and God revealed to him in a dream
of a promise that was made around
e year ago,

Bobby had been watching his
young nephew Jeremy and Jeremy
suddenly stopped breathing and was
turning blue, Bobby began to panic
and fortunately fell upon his knees
and asked God to restore Jeremy's
breath and he would serve Him.
When he got upon his feet his
nephew was beginning to breathe
agÐn.

In the dream, which was about
a year after the incident, God
allowed Bobby to relive the agonizing experience of his nephew not
breathing and of his prayer and
promise. When he awoke from the
dream he realized that God was still
holding him to his promise and he
knew what he had to do. What an
experience!

Miami, FL
The first weekend in September
brought great joy to us in Miami.
Several members from Cape Coral
visited our branch for the weekend.
The MBA had planned an outing to
the Metro Zoo, which we all enjoyed, and then we were honored to
have our friends from Cape Coral
stay with us overnight. We all got
to know our brothers and sisters a
little better.
While listening to a cassette
tape of an Inidan sister singing
SatLd, Ilunters and Fish'ers on the
way to church, a brother heard a

voice say, "Jesus will be in your

midst today."
Brother Milford Ðutsey Sr., of
Cape Coral, spoke upon the topic of
Zion. His words were filled with the
Spirit of God as he read from Isaiah
2, "And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the
Lord's house shall be established in
the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it." In
speaking of ow hope for Zion, Bro.
Milford told of many experiences
concerning The Songs oJ Zion.
Our brother was followed by his
son, Bro. Miìford Eutsey Jr,, who
spoke on the sâme subject. He told
of an experience he had back in
1974, when he dreamed about singing a song which he had never sung
or hea¡d before. He later asked his
mother if the Church had a song
book called The Songa of Zian. This
took place several years before any
of the songs were Ìvritten down.
We had two visitors in church
that day, a gentleman and his
granddaughter, They requested that
a prayer be offered on behalf of the
child's mother, who was in a coma.
We all knelt in prayer, and poured
our hearts out for this woman. During our prayers, a sister had a vision in which she saw an angel go
to the bedside of a woman and hold
her hand. lVe hope to hear of a
miracle in the future, as God's
Spirit was felt in this meeting.
Beautiful testimonies were
shared. We gathered to eat lunch
together and continued enjoying the
fellowship generated by this
weekend visit from the Cape Coral
saints. It was painful for us to saY
good-bye to them. Truly we are a
family, and we thank God for the
beautiful day we shared.

GOD'S WORD conllnuod

...

on the mountain slopes and on the
mountaintops. He calls to us,
"Come sheep! Ta¡te the grass on
the summit!" Sure, it's a bit of an
effort. It's a lot easier to hang
around with so many others in the
ìowlands, not far from the river
shore; but as we decide to give the
extra time and exert a little more

effort, we find that the grass is
greener and it ¿¡ a little s\¡/eeter /
than down near the base of the
mountain, where the gtass is
trampled by so many feet that have
covered the same parcel of ground
again and again.
It is in making our way toward
the mountaintop of God's Word,
step by step, line upon line, precept
upon precept, that we get e better,
a more panoramic view of life. As
we ascend the slopes and we learn
to read deeply into the Word of
God, our perspective on things increasingly approaches the Lord's. It
is in God's lVord that we c¿n hear
His voice and sit at His feet-every
day.

Oh, that the people of God
wouìd each, individuaìly, covenant

with Him to turn to His Word
every day-to take time for Himto take time wíth Him. He is worthy of our time and attention. We
manage to find time for everything
else! There are certain newspapers
vte h&ae to read, certain TV programs we ¿ø?¿ to watch, cert¿in
meals we haae to eat at certain
times of the day, certain hours of
each day that haae to be devoted to
certain aspects of our lives-or we
feel that things just don't flow
right. Doesn't God deserve the kind
of attention and respect (even devotion!) that some of these items of
daily routine demand?
As we spend time in God's
Word, we will find ourselves falling
deeper and deeper in love with
Him. lVe r'¡ill find ou¡selves thinking of Him more often throughout
the day, pondering what He has
said to us, given to us, and done for
us. We will begin to think ìike Him.
Our heart will grow to be more and
more like His heart.
One writer, E. M, Bounds,
wrote, "God's acquaint¿nce is not
made hurriedly, He does not bestow
His gifts on the casual or hasty
comer and goer, To be much alone

with God is the secret of knowing
Him and of influence with Him."
If we wor¡.ld say, "Lord, I covenant with You to spend more time
in You¡ Word every day. Will You,
in turn, give me more joy and
peace? If I faithfully read and
'Word
ponder Your
each day, will
You fill my mind with Your
thoughts? Will You begin to gently
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shape my heart so that

it wjll

be

more like Your own?"
His answer to us will be,

"Yes."

MESSAGEcontlnuod...
easy to understand. Beyond that,
their participation tends to make all
operations more efficient and effective. Working in harmony has
allowed the Church to grow, and it
will allow for further expansion as
the Lo¡d directs.
As mentioned, the need for continuing support for all missiona¡ies
is most imperative. Additionaìly,
the ability to respond more readily
to inquiries about the Gospel from
around the world, and to have missionaries visit various nations,
shouìd be cultivated. Ironically,
discussions on obtaining sufficient
funds were conducted at the

*

General Conference, and the
necessity for strong support was
analyzed.

General Quorum President Isaac
Smith had keynoted at the beginning of the meeting that lve must
take on the huge workload for the
Lord with faith and understanding
that He will be with us in all
things. Brother Smith emphasized
that everything that is done should
be undert¿ken from this perspective. "God will be with us," he said.
This, we all agree, is truel

CHILDREN'S CORNER contlnued...
makes us strong in quiet, import¿nt
ways. Love lasts.
So, next time you think to
yourself, "Oh, if I onìy had this-or.
that, I'd be so happy," stop! The
Bible tells us, "Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth,

WEDDINGS *
MORLE_JONES

Brother Ronald Keith Mo¡le and Sister Kimberly
Jones were united in marriage on Saturday, September
21, 1991 in Bell, California.
The wedding ceremony was performed by Bro.
Tom Jones, father of the bride, assisted by General
Church President Bro. Dominic thomas.

SCOLARO_CALABRO
Brother Anthony Jon Scolaro and Sister Linda
Jean Calabro were married on September 21, 1991 at
the Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch of the Chu¡ch,
They were pronounced husband and wife by the
bride's cousin, B¡o. James Huttenberger, after â sermon by Bro. Petær Scolaro, the groom's brother. Vocal
selections were offered by Sis. Rosanne Champine,
Bro. Larry Champine, and Sis. Marilyn Scola¡o. Sister
Kathie Pe¡kins played the piano and organ.
The couple are residing in Bloomfield, New Jersey,
and request you¡ prayers for God's blessings as they
endeavor to serve Him.

where moth and rust doth corrupt
(ruin), and where thieves break
through and steal: But lay up for
yourselves treasu¡es in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through no¡ steal: For where
your treasure is, there will be your
heart also."
That means, don't waste love
and longing on the riches of this
world. Be rich in love, That's the
gift you can take with you. For the
holidays, don't just think of
presents you can buy-think of
those you can ¡'pay for" with love:
helping, sharing, and caring for
othe¡s. Be kind to the kids that
other people a¡e mean to. Invite
them to church. Be honest and loving. You c¿n start on your heavenly
treasure collection today.
With care,
Your friend Sister Jan
Memory Power Verses:
Matthew 6:19-21 or Matthew 16:28.

BOERNEN-BUSHNELL
On July 9, 1991, Roy Martin Boerner II and Sand_v
Sue Bushnell were united together in holy matrimony'
at the Perry, Ohio Branch of The Chu¡ch of Jesus

Christ.
Bro. Elmer Santillí performed the ceremony, and
Sis. Betty Santilli played various musical selections.
May the Lord bless this couple with a long and happy
life together.

Musical selections were provided by Bro. Bruce
Picciuto and Sis. Tracey Francione. It was truly a
beautiful day for all those in attendance.
The newlyweds will reside in Atlanta, Georgia. We

pray that God will bless them always.

11

Children Blessed
Chase Allen Clements was blessed on April 14,
1991 by Bro. Paul Ciotti at the McKees Rocks, PA

Branch.

Bro. Ralph Ciotti blessed his grandson, Ian Michael
Lewis, at the McKees Rocks Branch on April 14, 1991.
Aaron Jacob Snyder, son of Jay and Sis. Terry
Snyder, was blessed on Juìy 21, 1991 by Bro. Carl
Frammolino at the McKees Rocks Branch.
Joshua Tyler Olexa, son of Bro. Jonathan and Sis.
Sherry Olexa, was blessed on September 1, 199f, by
his grandfather, Bro. J. Fred Olexa, at the Edison, NJ
Branch.
On September 8, 1991, Bridget Lee and James
Harold Kuhn were blessed by Bro. Elmer Santilli at
Perry, Ohio. B¡o. Àdam Costarella blessed Kimberìy
(Contlnued on Page 12)
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CHILDREN BLESSED conllnued

..

.

Nicole Salerno, and Bro. Mario Milano blessed
Christopher Ryan Salerno on the same day.
Jameer and Megan Irizarry were blessed by Bro.
Willy Brown in Freehold, New Jersey on September
15, 1991. On the same day, Bro. Jim Crudup blessed
Deaja Brown.
April Marie and Randy Elizabeth Massie were
blessed at the Sterling Heights, MI Branch on
September 22, 1997. The sisters are foster children of
Michael and Sis. Grace Bashaw.

OBITUARIES
We wísh to eryrcss

ollr Wlttpútllg to

th'ose thd't

mÐu,rn uuør th.e l,oes of løued, onns. Møg Gotl' bless a'n'd
comfvrt gou,

MARY CLEMENTS
Sister Mary Clements of the McKees Rocks, PA
Branch passed away on February 22, 1991. She was
born August 28, 19f8 and was baptized on August 22,
1937.

Brothers John Manes and Bill Colangelo performed
the funeral,
Our siste¡ is survived by one brother and one
sister, and numerous nieces and nepher,vs. She will be
remembered for her deep love for God and for others.
The b¡others and sisters of the McKees Rocks Branch
will sincerely miss her.

ALFIA PONTILLO
Siste¡ Alfia (Fina) Pontillo passed from this life on
August 16, 1991. She was born in ltaly on Novembe¡
19, 1901, and was baptized on September 13, 1931 by
Bro. Carmine Campitelìe. She served as a member of

---------l

Branch I in Roseville, Michigan.
The funeral service was conducted by Bro. Sam
DiFalco.
Our sister is su¡vived by a son, Bro. Jack; a
daughter, Sis. Rose Benyola; five grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren. Sister Fina was a strong and
faithful memb€r of the Church, always full of love and
encouraging words. She was a beautiful example, and
will be remembered by all who knew he¡.

PAUL VITTO
Bro. Pauì Vitto passed on to his eternal reward on
August 15, 1991. A native of Italy, he was born on
January 19, 1917. Oü brother was baptized November
26, 1993 by Bro. Giuseppe Gianzante, and was ordained
a teacher, ãn elder, and an evangelist in The Church of
Jesus Christ. He was a member of Branch 1 in
Roseville, Michigan.
Bro. Leonard Lovalvo of Modesto, California conducted the funeral, assist€d by Bro. Nick Pietrangelo.
Bro. Paul is su¡vived by his wife, Sister Mary,
three children, and two grandchildren, along with two
brothers, Brothers Frank and Louis Vitto. Our
brother's soft-spoken ways were Iilled consistently with
wisdom and love. He was a ti¡eless worker for the
Gospel, and will be deeply missed by all who knew him
and-looked upon him as a spiritual friend and father'
We take comfort in knowing that his soul rests in a
better place.
JAMES STALEY
James Staley passed from this life after an extended illness on September 9, 1991. He was born on
October 21, 1950 to Sister Elizabeth "Suds" and the
late B¡other Tom Staley Sr. and grew up in Glassport,
Pennsvlvania.

The funeral service, which took place in Indiana,
was nerfo¡med bv Brothers David Nolfi and Par¡l

Palmieri. Sis. FIo LaRosa, Jim's aunt, sang First Lou,
At the gravesite, Bro. Mitchell Edwards read Psalm
26, a fivorite of Jim's, and Bro. Tom Ross closed in
prayer.
-In
addition to his mother, Jim is survived by his
wife Vicki, a son and a daughter, three brothers, and a
host of family and friends.

-

Address Chanse
BESSIE CHECCHI
Nâme
Add¡ess

Sister Bessie (Griffith) Checchi of the Roscoe,
Pennsylvania Branch passed away on Septnmber 24,

1991. She was born March I l, 1916 and was baptized
into the Church on September 18' 1938.
The funeraì was performed by Brothers John Kendall and Matthew Laktash.
Our sister is survived by one daughter, two sons,
three sisters, four grandchildren, and many nieces and
nephews.
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The Church Established in paJm Harbor,
FL
BA Scott Griffith

"For where two or three are
g¿thered together in my name,
i¡_ere am I in the
midsf of them,,
ruatthe,.v 1g:20).

On Sunday, September 15,
. ^^
1,991, a new work was dedicated
to
the Lord in Palm Harbor, Florida.
rne brothers and sisters of the

Iampa
lranch saw the opportunity
to spread
the Gospel mor'e'and
agreed upon a ,,gr.owth break.,,
'thus the beginning
of the paìm

t1arbor -tsranch.
Bro. John Griffith. our
openeã our Sunday
tl:Ìiqile' elder,
dedlcation
service by welcoming
everyone to the palm Harbor area.
õro. ¡iuge¡e perry led the service
oy re-m¡ndlng us that we are the
temple of God. He related the
parable of.the Good Samaritan
and
explalned how that a priest, who
was supposedly a man of Gôd.
passed by a man in need on the
side of the ¡oad. However, a common. man stopped to help this indrv¡dual. this common man wâs
tilled with the love of Christ, and
we sh_ould also be filled with His
tove.. We should act the role of
the
'ood öamaritan as members of The
nurch
Jesus Christ, showing
,tove- andoicompassion
to those in

need. He encouraged us to show

our.light- in this area, and reminded
us that this Church was established

By Louis Ross

by divine direction. He encouraged
u.s to be persistent, petition God"
at
att tlmes, and He wjll perform the
work.
Dennis Moraco followed
*J3ro.Bro.
Perry, suggesting that we not
be. weary in doing good! We should
seLze the opportunity to live the

word of God.
B¡o. John Griffith told of the
gro\ryth of the Chu¡ch throuEhout
the world, and how there a¡"e
numerou! requests for the Restored
uospel. He related the dream that
was had some yea¡s ago, where the
Irg¡ts of the Gospel were seen
,o the western coasr of

i,,cj",,,å"T

Bro. John D'Orazio, ou_r district
presldent, reminded us that we
have the love of God and encou¡aged us to_-give it to the people of
rnrs area. He then offe¡ed a
dedicatory prayer for the Lord to
bless this new work in this new
part of the vinevard.

_

AjtçI^Sgrqi-ion

God's Love

was passed,

Bro. Griffith related the experience
mac-one of our members, Bro. Sam
Risola, Jr., had on his vr'ay to our
llrst meeting in palm Haibor, Looktng at the sunset in the clear sky,
he saw two suns. A rainbow
emerged from one of the suns con-

(Con nuod on page

9)

I recently experienced my first
.
maJor surgery and extended stay in

a hospital, neither of which were
very pleasant, to say the least.
- .l was not fearfii at anv time
durin_g this trial. My attituäe was
that_l- would accept whatever the
Lord-.had planned for me. Emotionally, I was fortified with the
many telephone calls, cards, visits,
a¡d prayers by my brothers and
ststers throughout the Church. I ofrer my sincere thanks to all of you
lor your love.
. The doctors had info¡med me
that the tumor in my colon was
matrgr_ant. This prognosis created a
trme of serious thinking for me.
¡ orem^ost in_my mind was my son,
Ryan Gene Ross.
While,reflecting about Ryan, I
questloned rn my mind whv the
Lord had healed him in l9?2, and
then calìed him home in 198i. As I
pondered upon these unanswered
questions, I began to recall mv
son's last year with us, and hii ar_
trtude toward God. Neuer did he
murmur,against God; not in public,
lo[ ìn Uhurch, nor in the privacy of
hrs own or his parents' hoine. Hä
contlnually gave honor and glory to
God through his words and ñis ac_
trons, whether it was at Church

(Con nued on pago Z)
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l'{otn of fhnrLlß
Dear Brothers and Sisters'
behalf of mY wife, Sisttr
On
-ilãtognu,
and-myself .and. famil-"nu
lv. I wanl, to express oü thanks

änd gratitude to each and everY one
of vou for all Your cards, PraYers'
calis. and visits during her lllness'

is still in the hospital and very
weatr, ¡ut with the Grace and-Love
oiã"" ff"uu"ntY Father and all the
oravers and love of each of You' we
herl
;iäã;;ti""" to fight this with
and
good
verY
ha-s
a
cãd she
medical
of
staff
PeoPle
ãåãiot"a
who are right there whenever we
.åàã dt"nll rn"=" Iast seven months
have been easier to bear jus! knowi* ittut .i," is receiving the best atShe

öili

i"ition ttot people wbã genuinelY
care. Praise God for that' Once
asain thank You all: it means so
m"uch to all of us. MaY God bless
and be with each of You alwaYs'
Love,

Bro. Joe Bologna
Modesto, Caìifornia
***i(rt¡r¡k

Dear Brothers and Sisters'
each and everY
for the lovelY cards and
on" oi
"oo vou sent during mY relel.ters ihat

I want to thank

cLnt illness. Most of all, f want to
for Your PraYers I also
irrãrx
""tthank-vou for Your oltwant tä
p*rine of love. I PraY that God
*ill bless vou and Your loved onesI
L""o iou in His loving eare'

have
^"ã
ri.. ..Ë;tu all of You, but.wenever
we'll
day
one
that
that hoPe
¡ui" io putt from eaci other' God
bless you all.

Your Sister in Christ'
Anna Dintino PaPe
My new address:
Baldock Health Center
Anna PaPe Room 226
8850 Barires Lake Road

N. Huntingdon, PA 15642

acts of love in 198?, but he was not
healed: he was taken home to be

Dear Brothers and Sisters'
The familY of Bro' Paul Vítto
*i"¡ Jo *ank all the brothers and
.irîá". tütoue¡o"t the Church who
sent cards, called, and PrâYed Ïor
us during the Passing of our be-

husband and father'
Ioved
'' -wo.át
are alwaYs inadequate in
expressing the gratitude- that we

feél towards the saints fbr thetr
love in this time of sorrow'
'We
seek vour continued PraYers
for courage tô go on God bless You'

With Love,
Sis. Mary Vitto and FamilY
***i¡t*i(*

Dear Brothers and Sisters'

I want to thank so manY of You
fn" writine to me while I adjust to
iiuinø in GIuam. I feel so close to
ftårn8 *tt"n I hear from You' The

iät¿ ¡iã.""" me through every ìetter I receive. The students I am
wonderful to wo¡k
iãuÃittu
"""
*lü. uÏ¿ ttt" Chamorro PeoPle here
are verY friendly. Continue tome in PraYer' I Ieel Your

".-".Èer
n"uu"t* ua the Lórd continues
^*o"k *ith t".

to

My new address in Guam ls:
Sis. Donna and Tim Eskut

P,O. Box 21538
GMF, Guam 96921-1538

MaY God bless You!
Sis. Donna Miller Eskut

LOVEconllnuod...
functions, in Church services' at

;;Ï:;;

rri"-åin

il recreation' RYan tâusht
tutt u. how life should be

lived!

I feel there is a real message
hehind the healing of mY son In
igT?. Iti. ¡uine cãlled home in 1987'
rt"Aitie of mv body in 1991:
"i¿'iit"
Rvan was the subject ot manY
n.uJe'"s und fasts in i9??, and he
wai healed. For the next nlne.years
åîã åiãttt .o"tt., he continuallY
äät" iti"". á.¿ túanks to the Lord'
íIe was the reciPient of the same

with túe Lord. I feel that the em"rn
nt¿ LhaL he showed to all of us was
ihe ministry given to hi4 in his service to the Lord Jesus Ohrlst'
All this brings me to mY matn
noint. which came to me in overio*""ine strength while I wa-s-.
recuoerating in the hosp¡tal: we
u.e àl labeled "terminal" at th.e
time of our birth. God is the Glver
of all life, and He allocates- a ceri,i.-"-iúnt of time to each and
of us as He wills' We ¿ll
;;;;;;
to be called
i^."'an
-rrn-" appointed time
alì, at
will
lVe
Lord.
to flìe
;mà ;*;, þass from this temPoral
life to our elernal life with theLord. We all bear witness to the
fact that our Prayers do not âlways
.ã.rll i" physiõal healing' I don't
know the"reason why, but God
ãài.. coa has His own Plan' and
man cannot alter it.
With all the love that was
showered on me, I began to see
more clearly what God would have
d;ì;ä"t lives as His saintsthein
';;il
it'ã-Cit"."tt of Jesus Christ' As
love mounted, I began to realue
ihat a.ll this love was a mlracle ln
ü""ìr. sú.ãIv this is what the Lord
meant when He said, "Love Ye one
ut I have ìoved You'" Here
"noif,"t*ltn"=tlne an ouçouring of
i'î"..
fou" üv *v man! brothers and

towa"¿ one Person, mell
It[v iiroughts then turned to the
t .t-ltui the"loue of one person, tothe
i]".a iã.ot Christ, was directed

.ì.t"Ã
"-

lli'À""Ii"a'

each and everY one of
me not onlY to retün

u.. H" *uni.

ittå iãue that I have received, but to
tove bevond the Point of "repayrnànt;io the limìtless bounds of mY
canabilities through Him!
^ Srrrelv trials come into our
lives. Evérvone has them, and some

ä.. tot" särious than others We
üu=i t"me-be. that anY triaì is

;i;;;;

those who aré involved'
ihe miracle of love that I have
*ìì""*ted is the vehicle that gets

through our trials and
Ëi"it ã"t the feel-ings of anger and
bitterness that destroY our love
towards God.
I thank all of mY brothers ant
sisters for their PraYers on mY
beialf. But most of all' I want to

;;ü;i;.

(Contlnued on Page 10)
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praying for this retreat since he
the. rest of the evening was spent
knew he was coming, and he knows
eating,. talking, and enjolng ihe
- '
lhe Lord will be with us. If we
fellowship of the sainté.
want Jesus with us, we can have
The last meetinE of the
Him just for the. asking. Let,s wrap
weekend was- Sunday morning. Our
Pennsylvania
our ârms around Him and never let
openrng speaker, Brother Art
Him go.
Gehly, read, "This is the day the
Area President Brian Smith en_
Lord has made; Let us rejoi;e and
couraged us to dismiss all our cares
By Lu,cetta Scagl,ione, Ed,i,tor
be gìad in it." He sr.ated ¿hat we
and relax with Jesus Christ, and we
were in attendance because of ou¡
would enjoy His blessinss thjs
The Pennsylvania Area MBA
desire to serve God and to lea¡n to
weekend. After this sholt meeting,
held their semiannual business con_
become "Fit for the King.,, Brother
everyone
ference in McKees Rocks on
Art thought about what it is like to
-enjoyed refreshments,
along with fellowshin,
September 2? , 1991. Thev have
be a saint of Latter Davs. He read
A fter breakfast än Saturday,
been busy the past six mönths and
from Ecclesiastes, wheie we are
we gathered for ou¡ chapel service.
h,ave^ many activities coming up in
told there is nothing new under tbe
Then we broke up into oir aEe
the future.
sun. We are still involved in that
groups for seminars. The subJect
These upcoming activities in_
endlgs! struggle between good and
was "Fit for the King." Eveivone
clude another Area Retreat to be
etÌI. We must humbly approach God
seemed to enjoy good discussi'ons,
held at Antiochian Viìlase in 1992.
and say, "Here I am, Lord. Take
and we learned something about
tsrother Larry Aìi will bã the camp
me, mold me, and use me.,' Then
our need to be spirituallv fit.
director and Brother Tony Ricci w^ill
we have the promise that we will
In the afternoon, thóse who felt
be-ìrs assistant. March ZZ, Iggt
be His jewels and throuqh Jesus
physically fit participated in various
wtll be our next business conference
Christ we wilì be God,sions and
sports. Others attended a fitness
in Greensburg. The Area offieers
daughters.
workshop to have their fitness
are.ìooking into the possibility of
Brother Rich Scaglione read
tested. Some passed, while others
having a Men,s Reträat during
where Malachi told the people they
fãiÌed these tests. Of course, there
February, 1992. The Area's ainual
were not fit and they wôre'robbing
'icnic will be held on Memorial
were those who were afraid to be
God. But no matter how unfit we
tested, so they stayed away from
,,)ay, wiih the Monongahela locaì in
might feel, God has a plan bv which
thrs
areâ
charge. lt was aìso decided to hold
we can become fit. Brôther Rich
Saturday evening brouEht a
a sociaì activity some time this
noticed that some people avoided
large crowd together to heãr the
winter.
the fitness tests the da.y before. Of
word of God, with the attitude of
those who did participate, some
. The Area MBA is lookinE into
becoming_ more "Fit for the King.,,
the possibility of charterine ã bus
were totally fit, while others we¡e
Brother Paul Ciotti, the opening:
fbr the GMBA Campout in"Florida
only partially fit and needed imspeaker, reminded us that we were
in t992. A letter will be sent out to
provement. Some people work thei¡
at the camp to seek God,s Spirit
the locals regarding these
entlre ltves to become fit physically,
that we might be ¡evived. Hã read
arrangements.
but the Lord made it easy fðr us to
Alma 33:11, whe¡e Zenos said the
oecome spirituaìly fit. Throuøh the
death of Christ will tu¡n God's
word of God, we can att¿in tlis
judgment from us as sinners and
fitness. When we appear before the
give us life. Jesus, Spirit will make
Pennsylvarria
b¡ar of God, we will know if we are
us spiritually fit Ior His kinsdom.
fit.
We should be able to say, ,,I am
Brother paul palmieri tõld us
Ilt and I want mv clown_"
how God's love and the Gospel have
,... Brother DicËLawson asked us,
had an eflþct upon ou¡ lives. It took
"How much do you give God?,, We
Ohrist to show people how to love
are in His debt and we must meet
BE Lntcetta Scagtione, Ed,itur
and serve God. We must make that
the challenge. We must run the
covenant with God and keep it in
The Pennsylvania Area MBA
l3ce-_?.nd keep the pace by staying
order to be fit for His kinEäom.
fit.
What's in it foi us? c;d wi "
gathered at Antiochian Vìllage on
Brother Brian mentioñed the
open
the windows of heaven and
tne weekend of September 1B-15,
many sick and aJflicted throuEhout
pour out blessings that our cups
I991 for their annual ¡etreat. Thãre
the Ohurcà. It was a great blãssing
can I contam.
were approximateiy 154 who
to have Sister Janice B¡own in our
B¡other Brian Smith advised us
regrstered, including 2l children
midst and know she is doinE so
-'nder the age of
to examine ourselves and see if we
6.
well. Brother Pete Gianetti"Sr. ofare fit to be in the a¡mv of God.
We met together on Fridav
fered a beautiful prayer for all the
Let the mind that is in iesus Christ
evening for a short orientation"a|licted, The remainder of the
De ln you.
After the opening of the meeting,
meeting was spent in testimonies
We sang The Standørd of Liber.
B-rother Richard Lowther read fiom
and singing.
ly, and Brother Tom Ross cläsed
III Nepbi. He said he had been
Pizza was then brought out, and
ou¡ retreat with prayer.

Area MBA

Area
MBA Retreat:
"Fit for the King',

December, 1991
Occasionally, Brother Cliff visÍts
seivices a þouP of saints in St

^nd
Paul, Minnesota.

SOUTH BEND, INDIANA

In the earlv 1970's, a sister

t"n-

Ohio Dstrict MissionarY RePort
Bg Wagne R. Martùrd'na,

Ott'to Distrt'ct DMOC Chuimnan

(Fol\owing in a rePort frun Lh'e
Olrio DßLriet abaut th¿ rn1sllnlutjry
artiuiLi'es und¿T its DMOC' Oth'er
d;ßtt"icts are also rePwtíng
neriod.ically so rea'd'ers can sLag
'i,.r*t *¿ín missionary eumts ond'
ï*e'ir"ate, û't o'retlßss ol thc wurk
b e ing' p erfor' mc d'.
- E a ong e Lßt
Erlitor)
The Ohio District Missions
Opeïating Committee (DMOC) is ac-

in 1969 when one sister gave. her
ie=ti-onY to four women trying to
fill â sbiiitual void in their ltves'

Thev fãrmed a weeklY scriPture
*oop. Within õne year, these
"-ti,ãr' *eie baPtized into 'Ihe
wotrieñ
Church of Jesus Christ and became
;'"tt".æt members" of Omaha'
Jtt"
-'-niÀl¡ers Frank Caìabrese and
ff^"* lo¡in.on frequently visited
ilt" sist"ts, organized their efforts'
and instructed them about the

tiiátv .eñ'i"ing 12 geograPhicaì
loca[ions in which there are slx mls-

Gosnel.

"i"".
of 100. Each

moved to Bediã"4. r"*" from Monongahela, PA'
Rerliord is about 100 miles from
Ohama. This move resuìted in a
inint work with both locations.
'-" in 1981. Brother English Webb
moved to Omaha, becoming the

una a combined membershiP
mission has either a
resident minister or one who ser'
vices them regularlY. Also, there
are other established missions.
Ihi"t tutt under the responsibiìity
of
-W"district.
'- the
u." awed bY the vastness of
the territorv coue.ðd bY the DMOC'
ifi= uonrot;i¡¡at"lv 1,000 miles east
to wedf and 800 miles north to
.áuitt. sa"n mission is included in

the district visitation schedule'
Throush the fine efforts of the
districl brothers and sisters, scores
of visits are fulfilled for the
spiritual welfare of the missions'
ln our recent organlzal'lon ln
coniunction with the district
ãvãiselists, Brother WaYne Marió.ánT *r. .l".t"d chairman, and

ä"oirt"" Vin"" Gibson was elected
ui""-c¡ait.an. Nine additional active brothers comPlete the
committee.

OMAHA, NEBNASKAIBEDFORD'
IOWA
-ite Omaha/Bedford Mission is
tft" *åãtã..*".t location' It started

---in

fgsO, Brother Mitchell Edu.e"it going to omaha' and

*""ãt
irrã uuitnl*Jru.llY

{irst resident elder' A year later'
Rrother Cìiff and Sisær Valene
wells relocated to Omaha from
ö.iilo*iu. In 1983, Brother Webb
to PennsYlvania' Brothers
ã;;A
'ciiff
;ã dal Mattihews, as.ordained

tLînãti. ãssumed responsibility for
;ñ ;otú with direction from -the
missionarv board.

*"s

In 1985' a home

nu¡cñased and converted to a

¡uit¿ing. Currently, Brother
elder'
Each JulY the Mission sponsors
a we-e'kend niinlconference, .inviting
saints from South Bend' Indtana;
St. John, Kansas; IndePendence'
l,fi.r"*ii and other locations for
.å"iua, út"t"ing., and fellowshiP'
Seúeral neiÀhborhood visitors
have àttended ãnd manY outreach
efforts to the communìty have
stimulated interest.

"¡*ål
Wells is the resident

the OmaËa Mission dreamed
that a tree with large branches
ià""tt"¿ ao*n in several cities' The
the Church and
ii""
"en.esented
nf
ine cities was South Bend,
"n..
inaiana. ln 19?3, Brother Edwards
ãi Wu"t"n, Ohio followed the direction given him and begar to lreouentlv visit these members ne
ir. oft"n accomPanied bY Brother
f'.unL Culu¡."t"-and held services
at least monthlY' Several othe¡
ãi¿eis aaae¿ tireir efforts, and from
ib?ã to I gso there were severaì
baptisms and visitors, which increased their nucleus.
In 1984 the current chu¡ch
building was Purchased, and
Brother Edwards is now tñe resldent minister. About 15 members
visitors attend' Recent^nã
""ueral
lv the mission has enjoYed a season
,if tiã=.ltte., with bot¡h-baptisms. an/
membership renewals. The mlsstor'
annuatly cónclucts Vacation Bible
School and singsPirations'
E L I ZABET HTOWN, KE NTU CKY

Elizabethtown, initiated during

Jul;1989, is one of our most recent

*ãlki. eiotit"r Matthew Rogolino,

of the Atlantic Coast District, contacted the district brothers concerni-trs-ihe Brother John Hill family ìivi.'7 in Elizabethtown and holding
studies in their home' The
""iioi*.
.ãìi *ãttt, Brothers Elmer Santilli
and Mario Milano visited
ñiizabethtown. There were two baptisms that weekend, which were
in The GosPeL News'
reported
- -'-on
u weekend triP there, visits
are mâde to local neighborhoods
ãnã nut.ing homes. Àfter several
visitslfive were baPtized,
"""i
bringing the total membershiP to
ninuÈ."""ntlu
Brother John Hill was
and Sister
ieacher
ordained a
Since 1990'
u
deaconess.
Shi.l"y
Brother Gibson, the mlnlsterrnã¡urné, t u. visited monthly to hold
services and administer the or(Contlnuod on Page 10)
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for survival.

CONSULTANlS

The world we live in also offers things like status, recognition, and fuìfillment,
which also serve as incentives to work hard and produce for our employe¡s. Ove¡
the years, companies have discovered they can increase productivity by appealing to the more sophisticated, self-serving needs of their employees with appropriate rewards.
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Human beings are strongly motivated to work at satisfying their basic needs. We
work hard in school, at our jobs, and at home so that we can have the basics, like
food and shelter, and enjoy other fruits of ou¡ labors. Some of the goals we work
toward lie far ahead of us, while others are more immediate. But we're all working to fulfill and satisfy basic needs for ourselves and those who depend on us
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As we become involved in the Work of the Lord, specificaìly within His Church,
we must realize that Christ set up and taught a completely opposite system of
rewards and incentives from that which the wo¡ld offers. While the benefit of
salvation is "paid" from the time we start, the Lord commands us to continually
"Ìay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steaì" (Matthew 6:20). In our
service to God, we work for the eternal, and do not look for the immediate, carnal
rewards we receive in other types of work.
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satisflng rewards we can receive, or give, is that of
recognition. Like everything else, there is nothing evil about recognition in itself,
But it's a strong incentive. Any fund-raising consuÌtant will tell you that if people
know their names will be printed or broadcast for donating to a cause, they're
more likely to contribute. In modern day art posters, the name of the artist often
takes as much space as tbe picture itself. Recognition appeals to the wrong kind
of pride-our ego-and serves to heap honor upon ourseìves rather than giving
all honor and glory to God.
One of the most carnally

Dr.
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We all need to be encouraged from time to time. As servants of the Living God,
we have an adversary who tries constently to wear us down and weaken us tùrough
discouragement, Children especially need constant afñrmation and encouragement
as they attempt to develop a healthy, positive sense of who they are in a world
ofrejection and cruelty. The world, unfortunately, substitutes recognition for encouragement. The Lord says of those who are motivated by recognition, "Verily
I say unto you, They have their reward." We must remind owselves that kind,
since¡e words of appreciation, quietly spoken by an individual, have far more
Iasting value than the briefly intense intoxication we might experience from the
applause of a crowd.

A continuous appetite for recognition, whiìe fostered and encouraged by the world,
will hinder our abiìity to be used by God. We¡e we to incorporate the world's system
into the Church, we'd begin looking at elected offices as positions worthy of
gratitude and praise, and view ordained offices as rungs on a corporate ladder.
Our service to God must be ruled by humility and motivated by nothing else than
our love for Him and His creation. Yes, we need to feel good about ourselves,
but it must be in the context of ou¡ relationship with God through His Son Jesus
Christ. Let us glory in nothing else but ìn seeing His name glorified.
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our job is to find a way every day
to show others the love Jesus has

The

put in us.
Trusting in Jesus will change
each of us a little bit each day, until
we love more, prây more, trust
more, and, best of all, have deep
peace in ow hearts.

Children's

Corner

With care,
Your Friend Sister Jan

By Jan Steinroch

Our lVomen Toda

Dear Girls and Boys,

Did you ever think about why
our Church people are happier than
most of our neighbors? One of the
biggest reasons is because we each
know that God is in charge, and

that brings us peace.
When we go away on a holiday
and leave our homes, we don't
worry about robbers. We say ow
prayers, we lock our doors, and we
trust in the Lord. Down deep in our
hearts we know that even if
something did happen to ow
"things," God would still be there
to help us in every way. We have
peace.
Peace means

that you don't
have to fear the future. When we
think about scary things like,
"What would I do if my mom or
dad died?", we have peace. We
know that everyone does die eventually, and we say our prayers and
lrust that the Lord will help us handle the problems of the future just
as He helps with today's problems.
Jesus taught us, "Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof." That
means, it's enough to worry about
today's problems. The Lord would
neve¡ forget us, ever. He will
always help us.
Another way we have peace is
about money. When we think,
"What will we do? Where wiìl we
get money for college, or a bigger
house, or big new toy?", we can tell
ourselves to ¡emember that God's
in charge. If we pray and work and
depend on the Lord, He will supply
whatever we need.
Notice that I did not say
whatever we wünt. Sometimes we
humans want and want every pretty new toy or invention; but those
aren't "needs." "Needs" are: food,
love, housing, health, and spiritual

peace. "Wants" can be anything
from a mansion to the latest "in
style" jacket or expensive pair of

Southeast Area Circle

shoes.

BUSINESS MEETINGÂND SEMINAR DAY

Peace means that we can learn

to value the things that we have.
We do not have to just go and buy
and buy everything that television
or the kids in school tell us to buy.
We know deep in our heart that
toys and clothes wear out or get
lost or torn. Peace and feeling happy never do.
Peace comes from having faith
that God is in charge and that He
loves you so much. We get peace
from praying and telling the Lord
our fears and heartaches. Then we
turn the problems over to Jesus to
solve, and we t¡ust in Him.
As humans we often make
mistakes. Children make mistakes,
and so do Leenagers and adults.
What is important is to be truly
sorry and to ask forgiveness from
God and the person we have hurt.
Then ask God to help you never to
make that mistake again. Sometimes we have to fight against our
human side. We have to give up
feelings like hate, jealousy, gossiping, and the desire to "get even."
We have to return good for evil and
say good things. We have to sbow
our trust and hope in Jesus.
That means that we say good
things about working out troubles,
and that we forgive ou¡selves and
others too. We'¡e not stupid or
dumb, we're just God's children trying to learn how to show His love
and have His peace.
We don't have to worry about
nuclear war, because Jesus and God
are in charge, not us. Our job is to
pray to God in the name of Jesus to
tie up old Satan. The other part of

We are . . the Light of the
World, the Salt of the.Earth, Overcomersiil This was tbe focus oI
discussion at the Southeast Area
Circle's annual business meeting
and seminar day, hosted by the
Ilollywood, FL Circle on Saturday,
September 21, 1991. What a
wonderful day of fellowship we
sharedl

We used excerpts from the
seminar "Do You Know Who You
Are?" that was presented by the
General Circle in April 1991. Many
of our sisters shared testimonies of
how they endured setbacks and
obstacles in different facets of their
lives through faith in the Lord and
through the prayers, love, and en"
couragement of the brothers and
sisters.

We explored the spiritual
challenges of praising God during
trials and difficulties, and of keeping our minds focused on Christ
even in our weakest moments as
hurnans. We came to the conclusion
that, yes, we can be ouercom.ers!
Our business session was brief
but productive. We are in the process of compiiing a cookbook of
favorite recipes submitted by our
sisters.
We extend a very special thank

you to the Holl¡nvood sisters for
their gracious hospitality. The
delicious meal, the fresh-cut flowerr
and the beautifully decorated table.

are all indicative of the warmth and
love with which they welcomed us.
May God bless all of them for their
devotion!
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Branch and Mission NewE
Blessings in Ft. Pierce, FL
The Ft. Pierce, Florida Branch
has been enjoying God's blessings

over the past few months. On one

particular Sunday, Brother Joe
Graziosi opened the meeting by call'
ing the hymn Before Jehnttoh's
Sacred, Throne. This song was truly
an inspiration for the remainder of
Lhe meeting and throughout the
day. Our Brother Joe was then inspired to speak on the subject of
Unity. After he finished, Bro. Norman Campitelle followed on the
same theme.

The meeting was then turned
over to testimony. Sister Juanita
Rogolino testified that she had
prayed the evening before concerning the Gifts of the Spirit, and she
told the Lord how she desired to
see them in ou¡ midst. Brother Anthony Arcuri rose to his feet, over'
come with joy, and related a vision
that he had just seen that morning.
While our opening hymn was being
sung, he saÌv a personage standing
on the rostrum with his arms
outstretched. Our brother noted
that he had tried to see the personage's face, but he was unable,
A tremendous blessing flowed
from vessel to vessel upon hearing
of this beautiful vision. The gift of
tongues was then spoken as the
Spirit of God poured out upon us.
Sis. Rosalie Campitelle added her
testimony of God's manifestation,

stating that while this same song
(noted earlier) was being sung, she
heard more than just our congregation singing. She said that it
sounded to her like "a thousand
voices singing."
Everyone present agreed that
all we experienced this day was
beautiful. It is truly a blessing when
all can feel the Lord's presence in
our midst. Saints and visitors alike
left the House of God on the mountain top!
At our fasting and prayer service held on May 11 (called by the
General Church), we met together
specifically on behalf of the afflicted
brothers and sisters throughout the
Church. The Lord was certainly

present in our meeting and did truiv manifest Himself. The following
ii a vision that Bro, Ken Hatch had
during the prayer meeting:

"As our fasting and PraYer

meeting was being opened and Bro.
Joe Graziosi was praying, I saw
Jesus standing on a rock ledge. He
was dressed all in white, and He
was carrying a physician's bag. He
was standing there, weePing,
waiting for aÌl the brothers and
sisters to finish their prayers'"
This vision tifted the sPirits of
evervone in the branch, as all confirmåd that they experienced the
feeling of God's presence in our
midst that day. Our meeting was
closed in a circle of love and
prayer.

Baptlsm at Lake
Worth, FL
The Lake Worth, Florida
Branch began their day on SundaY,
July 2i, 1991 with a baptism, Sister
Marie Cursie had requested her
baptism the Sunday before, during
the afternoon testimony meeting.
On this particuìar morning, all met
at the water, where Sis. Marie was
baptized by Bro. Charles Maddox.
Thi brothe¡s, sisters, and friends
present then returned to the
hranch.
Our building was filled tbat daY,
as we were blessed to have visitors
from the Quincy and Ft. Pierce
Branches present on the occasion of
our sister's baptism. Brother Frank
Rogolino opened the meeting with
an appropriate topic, the Love of
God. Brother Mike Radd followed
on the same subject, concluding the
morning service.
A season of fellowship was enìoyed during the lunch break' The
afternoon meeting began with
testimonies from the young, along
with the more mature brothers and
sisters. Our new Sister Marie, in
her testimony, told how she has
been affiliated with the Church for
over 35 years through her familY.
'We were then treated to a few

musicaì selections from our visitors
from Quincy and Ft. Pierce. It was
trr.rly a beautifuì day for the saints
in Lake Worth as the meeting
ended by joining hands in a circle of
love.

Detroit Branch 2
BE Loretta Loaaluo

The members and children of
Detroit Branch 2 were honored to
be the guests of the AliquiPPa, PA
Branch on the weekend of August
24 & 25, 1991. It was a weekend of
traveling, eating, playing. singing,
entertaining, preaching, praying,
testi{ying, meeting new friends,
renewing old friendships, and just
having a wonderful time.
F¡om the moment we got on
the bus very early SaturdaY morning, until we returned Sunday
nieht, the Lord was with us, enabìing us to enjoy all the activities
planned. We knevr' the triP was tru'
ly a success when, on the way
home, eacb of the young PeoPle
testified to how much theY had enjoyed themselves over the weekend
and how God had blessed them in
their young lives.
The brothers, sisters, and
friends of the Aliquippa Branch
were wonderful to us and trealed
us royally. We thank them for their
hospitality and pray that God wiìl
bless their branch abundantlY.
While we were in AliquipPa, we
helped Sis. Rose Milantoni of

(Continued on Page 8)

s¡s. Rose M¡lantonl
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BRANCH2contlnued...
Branch 2 celebrate 50 years in the
Church. She was presented with a
corsage and given the opportunity

to express herself.
Sis. Rose was baptized on
August 24, 1941 by Bro. Jim Heaps
and confirmed by Bro. Dominic
Cotellesse, her natural brothe¡. On
April 13, 1969 she was ordained a
deaconess by Bro. Fred Straccia
after Sis. Anna Carlini had washed
her feet. Sis. Rose has been a
member of Branch 2 for most of
these 50 years, except for the years
she spent on missionary work with
her husband, Bro. Joe Milantoni,
and her daughter, Sis. Karen, in
Muncey, Ontario; San Carlos, AZ;
and Detroit Inner City. Always a
hard worker in the Church, Sis.
Rose expressed that it was a
privilege and a blessing to go on
missionary work, and she has
benefited and learned by all that
she has experienced in the past 50
years. Her desire is to keep working for the Lord in whatever
capacity He sees fit for her.

Frcehold, NJ
By Carl Huttenberger
On Sunday, September 22,
1991, the manifestation of God's
presence and power was remarkable

in our meeting. At the onset of the
service, a brother of the Seed of
Joseph had a desire that we offer a
prayer up to God that He would
manifest Himself in our midst today. The p¡ayer was offered in both
English and Spanish. During the
prayers, the brothers asked that not
only would Jesus manifest Himsell
but the Three Nephites ând John
the Divine as well. These four
never tasted of death and remained
in a transformed state upon the
earth. They would manifest
themselves and do a great work
among the House of Is¡ael and the
Gentiles, as God would see fit. During the service, a sister of the Seed
of Joseph had a vision of five chairs
up front \vith the ministry, and the
middle chair was especially brilliant.
At first she did not understand the
meaning of the vision, but im-

mediately the ministry, under the
power of God, said that the middle
chair represented the presence of
Jesus Christ and the other four
represented the presence of the
Three Nephites and John the
Divine. Our sister, along with
everyone else, was overcome with
the Spirit of God as we realized the
miracle that had occurred.
Bro. Jim Huttenberger of the
f)allas, Texas Mission was visiting
with us today and preached on the
fig tree having buds now and there
being bloom on the vine, signifying
that we are at the door of the
establishment of Zion. The
manifestations that occurred today
confirmed the truth in the
preaching as well as the many
testimonies that brought out the
desires of many to possess last-day
righteousness. We were thankful
for this day and for our visitors.
The Spirit of God was tremendous
from the beginning of the service
until the end.
The week before, there were
three babies blessed into the
Church. As Bro. Willy Brown was
blessing the first child, a sister had
a vision of God taking the baby up,
then giving it back to Bro. Wìlly.
She then s¿w a hand on the baby's
head. Overwhelmed with the Spirit
of God, she asked the Lord if what
she was seeing was true. Just then,
her ten-year-old son, sitting in front
of her, turned and said, "Mommy,
did you see that hand on the baby's
head?" Her son had also had a vi
sion of the hand of the Lord on the
baby, confirming her vision. Praise
God! There were visions of heavenly
lights and gold lights around the
other two chiìdren as weìlWe are thankful for God's love
toward us and for showing us His
pov¡er every time we meet.

Slmi Valley
By Lind,a Reyrnl.ds

In October ou¡ brânch had a
farewell party for Bro. Sal and Sis.
Alice Molisani, who are moving to
Florida. Our brother and sister
have been members of the Valley
Branch for many, many yea¡s. Bro.
Sal is a teacher in the Church, and

his kind words of encouragement
will be missed by all. Bro. Sal was
usually the fîrst one to church for
meetings.

Here in Simi Valley we have
been without a church building for
over 10 years. Our building is now
complete and we are meeting there
with much rejoicing. We hope to
have a dedication service after the

fîrst of the year. We are so
thankful for all the h¿¡d work all
the brothers from other branches
have put forth. One day we had a
planting party and had brothers and
siste¡s from several branches in
California lending a hand. We pray
God will continue to bless us in our
new building as He has through the
years in the building we were
renting.

Rlverslde, CA
Sunday, November 4, was a
very special spiritual day at the
Riverside Mission. Our visitors were
Pacific Coast District President,
Paul Liberto and his wife, Sis,
Orletta, from San Diego; Bro. Tom
Liberto and his wife, Sis. Marcia;
Bro. Clarence and Sis. Anna
Kirkpatriek from Yucaipa, CA.
along with Sis. Flo Benyola and her
son Jeremy; Sis. Goldie Jones f¡om
Bell; and sisters Linda and Cristy
Reynolds from Simi Valley.
We began the day with a
beautiful baptism, witnessed by
about 40 people, of Greg Larmore.
Our new brother was baptized by
Bro. Ken Jones and confirmed by
Bro. Paul Libe¡to. When Bro. Greg
was brought out of the water his
two very young sons began to cry.
It was a very different kind of a
cry and not the normal cry of
young children. It.was almost as if
they knew something wonderful had
happened to their father and they
wanted to be a part of it. All of us
at the water's edge were very
touched. Bro. Greg's wife, Sis. Lorraine, is a deaconess at the Riverside Mission.

Many beautiful songs were sung
this day. Some by a group of sisters
from the Riverside Mission, a duet
by Bro. Kirk Kirkpatrick and his
wife, Sis. Carol, and Bro. Ken
Jones sang I Ask¿d, th,e Lord,. We
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had requests for prayer, and the
reinst¿tements of two brothers and
a sister back into the Church
(Brothers Jose Tellez, David Metzger, and Sis. Cheryl LaVeìla).
At 4:00 in the afternoon we
ended our service and the sisters
served a beautiñrl meal. Our hearts
were so full of love and joy and we

thank the Lord for filling our cups,

Allqulppa vlslts
Youngstown

teaching of God in all truths, you
cannot sin. Some sickness is nigh
unto death, but we have a right to
call on God for His help iJ we live
in righteousness. The only thing
that changes us is when the Lord
touches us. Only God can change a
man or r¡r'omân. If we abide in Him,
He will bìess us. We are a small
Church, but we are a powerftil
Chwch. The power of God has been
given to us through our priesthood.
By our love for one another, the
world will know us, May God bless
you all.

9

While I was in the hospital, our
Church members held a fast and
prayer meeting and prayed with a
burden for my miracuìous healing.
In the middle of the prayer
meeting, one of our youth, Bro.
Stephen Chandren, had a vision. He
said that in his vision he, too, saw
three persons standing near me,
surrounded by light. They touched
my hand, and he saw me arise,
stand, and walk. He said that they
all looked like angels. All were happy to hear this vision. Praise God,
the Lord sent His angels to heal
me.

By Betty Gsntnro
On Sunday, November 3, 1991,
the saints of Aliquippa, PA spent
the sabbath day with the
Youngstown Branch. Wlat a joyfuì
spirit prevailed a¡ we hea¡d Bro.
Pete Giannetti, Jt. sing Upun T'h;ia
.l?ock, Sis. Marty Jumper, ./øsøs Is
Lord, to Me, and Sis. Karen Progar,
The Storeh¡ytne of th,e Lord,.
Bro. Joe Ross opened the service, reading from I John 3:1-11.
"What manner of men are we, that
we shouìd be called the sons of
God." This man should do the will
of God. He shor¡ìd be baptized and
receive the Holy Ghost. In the upper room only 120 gathered with
Jesus. The world didn't know Him.
Today the world doesn't know us,
but we are still the sons and
daughters of God. We shali see God
and be judged for our works, to
either stand in the paradise of glory
or in the depths of hell,
First the¡e is faith, repentance,
baptism, and reception of the Holy
Ghost. Then we learn to depend on
Him for all things, both spiritual
and natural. As little children depend on their parents, we should be
completely dependent on God. Job
proved himself and became a son of
God. When we break the laws of
God, we suffer for it. He left His
throne of glory and came down to
be persecuted and suffer death-all
because of His Ìove for us.
When you want to become the
sons and daughters of God, you will
not sin! The Holy Ghost will lead
you to all truths. lIl¿ must mal<e the
choice. Baptism only forgives our
past sins. It is up to us to sin no
more. The seed of God remains in
one born of God. If you follow the

A Beautiful
Experience
BE A. Dmanand,um

"All things work together for

good to them that love God"
(Romans 8:28).

Our Dear B¡others and Siste¡s
and Friends, we wish to thank each
one of you for all your prayers,
your love, and concern.
On May 11, 1991, I fell sick.
'We
went up to the hospitaì in our
van for t¡eatment. Afte¡ the
checkup,

I

became unconscious and

fell down. The docto¡ there urged
that I be taken immediately to the
General Hospital in Madras, as he
had no medicine for this type of
serious case.

I was t¿ken to
was unconscious fo¡ the
space of two hours, and didn't
know where I was.
During this time, I had a vision.
The hospital ward was fuJl of light,
and three persons appeared to me.
They held on to my hand and said,
Within an hour,

Mad¡as.

I

"Fear not; we need your service.
We are always with you." Then
they disappeared.
Finally, after four doses of the

medicine, I regained consciousness
and learned where I was from the
doctors standing around me. After
a thorough checkup, I learned that
I had hypertension, along \ryith
some complications in my blood and
urine. With medication, diet, and
exercise, this condition has improved. I followed the doctors'
orders and now am feeling much
better day by day, praise God.

I informed Bro. Joe Calabrese
of this beautiful vision, He wrote to
me, saying that surely God has
honored me to be visitæd by the
Three Nephites. He said it is a very
special privilege indeed. He also
said that they are still alive, and
still with us. They c¿n appear any
place, any time, as an angel.
Bro. Stephen's vision also confïrmed my elçerience of the
Nephites coming to visit me in the
hospital. Thank God for our loving
Brother Joe Calabrese, who revealed the hidden truth to us from
III Nephi 28th Chapter.
Thank God for the beautiful experience. Thank God for the Book
of III Nephi-especially the truth
from the 28th Chapter.
Thank God fo¡ the Restored
Gospel reaching India, Please continue to pray fo¡ me and the
ministry of The Church of Jesus
Christ in India. May God continue
to bless each of you with His love
and His Holy Spirit.

PALM HARBOR conllnued

..

It

was

necting the two together.

.

felt that God was pleased with this
work. Bro. John also related an experience had during ow first fast
and prayer service for the blessings
of God over this work. The Word of
the Lord came fo¡th saying, "Thus
saith the Lo¡d, Go in faith and I
will be with you. Thus saith the

Lord."
We solicit yow prayers in our
new endeavor for the Lord and invite you to visit us and the Tampa
Branch from time to time.
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LovEcontlnued...

are held regularly in a rented facili-

ty. Brother Phil Jackson of
thank the Lord for allowing me to
be a witness of this great miracle:
The Miracle of Love. May God
bless all of you, and may He watch
over and protect you from harm's
way as He has done for me!

Kinsman, Ohio is currently in
charge, supported by Brother Fred
Olexa. Monthly, the saints from
Cincinnati visit the fairly-closeby
Cohrmbus Mission fo¡ a weekend of
fellowship. Periodic outreach efforts
in the community met with some

Your Brothe¡ in Christ

limited success. Columbus has been
the host location for Thanksgiving
dinners for American Indians and
other needy persons.

Louis Ross
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania

KENT, OHIO

MESSAGEconllnued...
dinances. During 1991 there were
five more baptisms and many
beautiful experiences.

CINCINNATI, OHIO

A sister and her family Ìived in
Cincinnati for 33 years before any
work was established. in 1981,
Brother Joe Furnari and family
moved from Detroit to Cincinnati
for employment. Shortly there were
two baptisms, and in November
1982 the mission was organized, incìuding a Sunday School. Although
the Furnaris ¡eturned to Detroit,
God provided for the mission. During one district meetìng, Brother
Paul and Sister Karen Pezzenti .of
Youngstown, Ohio felt the desire to
do missionary work. Their desire
was realized in June 1988 by
Brother Paul's transfer to his company's headquarters in Cincinnati.
Lately other saints moved there
from New Jersey, Georgia, and Indiana. The mission now holds services in a music studio. In addition
to Brother Pauì as the resident
elder, Brothers Randy Ciccati and
Jim Miller are ordained teachers.
Both Ladies' Ci¡cle and MBA
groups were organized this year. In
May, there was a special weekend
of evangelistic services, which included door-to-door contact, anointing the sick, and hymn singing.
COLUMBUS, OHIO
The Columbus Mission was
started in 1986. Now there are six
members, along with their families.
Meetings, including Sunday School,

Kent is the oldest mission under
the DMOC. It was initiated in 1955
by Brother Tony Piccuito, then attending Kent State University and
boarding with a couple. Later that
year, the couple was baptized, and
eight more baptisms followed shortly thereaJter.
In 1962, Brother Piccuito
moved to California, but several
others brothers continued the work.
Eventually, Brother Milano was
placed in charge, assisted by our
late Brother Oliver Lloyd, who
moved to Kent in 1967 and
assumed responsibility. Although
members moved away, God called
others to their reward, and the mission membership declined to two.
Transferees in through relocation
bolstered the mission. Recently,
members have been baptized from
Akron and the surrounding vicinity.
Brother Milano presides again,
and now a "trial-basis" opportunity
to meet on the campus of Kent
State University is being pursued.
The ability to reach 35,000-40,000
students offers immense potential
for spreading the Gospel. Please
remember this effort in your
prayers.
WORK AMONG NATIVE
AMERICANS
Since the early 1970's,
American Indian work in Cleveland,
Akron, Youngstown, Columbus,
Kilvert, and Corning, Ohio, as weìl
as in western New York, has been
ongoing. Brother Gibson was contacted in the early stages by Bob
and Mary Hosick, founders of the

North American Indian Cultural
Center (NAICC), requesting the
Church's involvement. The NAICC

services all Ohio counties, providing
job training and placement, food,
clothing, and temporary housing.
The Church has provided food and
cìothing for the needy.
Initially, Brothers Richard Santilli, John Genaro, and Wayne Martorana volunteered for the work.
Subsequently, Brother Santilli has
focused his efforts to weste¡n New
York among the Mohawk and
Tuscaro¡a Indians. Brother Martorana has served ag a NAICC
Board of Directors member since
1976. This involvement provided in
roads with Mr. Hosick and his family, who supported the Church verbally and periodically attended our
services,

The district initiated a publication called The Tmt¿ Viræ Joumnl
in 1978. It was begun by Brothers
Mark and George Kovacic with
several contributing editors. With
circulation of 1,000, the newsletter
offers a means to spread the Gospel
to the Native Americans, enabling
them to read excerpts of the Book
of Morm,on, concerning God's promises to their lineage.
In conclusion, you can see God
has brought our district widespread,
significant work. There have been
many successes through God's help,
but there remains so much to do.
We are only saddened by requests
that we cannot fuÌfrìl because of
distønce, shortâge of laborers, or
lack of finances.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Armstrong, Dora
855 Mose Canyon Dr.
Amherst, 0H 44001
Tel. 216-988-7186
Opalenik, Anita (Caìabrese)
4476 Toledo Ave.

Lorain, OH 44055
Tel. 216-233-8098
Palacios, JoAnn
754 Traiìs End Dr.

Amherst, OH 44001
Tel. 216-988-2816
Ford, John and Susan
1924 16th Street
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223
Tel. 216-928-3788
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4. WEDDINGS *
D'ORAZIO_FIELDS
John A. D'Orazio and Sarah Fields we¡e married
9-1^April 5, 1991, by the groom's father, Bro. John
D'Orazio. The wedriing rók place on Singer Island,
Florida. The eouple will be rôsidins in Miámi. Mav 'God
bless their iives wjth love and hapfiness.

wlLLt4jurê_ry$Ëtqe
David Wilìiams and Sister Barbara persico were
jo]ned in marriage on June 1, 1991, in Hollywood,
Fìorida.
Bro. Douglas Obradovich officiated at the
c.gr.emony. Mqsical selections were provided by Bro.
Phil and Sis. Linda Benyola, the brìde's uncle and
aunt. along wirb their children, Philip and Christina
Benyola.

_- The newlyweds are residing in Coral Springs,
Florida. May God fill their life tith His bleìsin-gs and
Joy.

CORNELL-BOTWNIGTIT
David F. Cornell and Kelly Renee Botwright were
united in marriage on May 10, 1991, at the Imperial,
PA Branch.
The service was officiated bv Brothers Dick
C-hristman, uncle of the bride, aird Bob Buffington.
Musical selections were offered by Sister lva Ëedorka
and the bride's mother and stepfáther, Sis. Nancy and
Bro, Carl Frammolino.
May God bless Dave and Kelly with much love and
__
bìessings.

FORD-HARDMAU
Bro. John J. Ford and Susan J. Hardman were
unite4 in holy matrimony on October 19, 1991.
ceremony was performed by Bro. John B.
_ Thefather
of the groom. Scripturô was read by Bro.
I'ord,
Pauì Ford. Brother Steve Champine and Sister Sandra
Ford each sang an inspiring muiical selection. Additional music was provided by the Kentland String
Ensemble and organist Gordon Brooks.
The newl¡weds are residing in Cuyahoga Falls,
_. .
Ohio. May Cod richly bless their n"* iife tõg"ther.'

Brother Alex Gentile, a.fter a sermon by Brother
Douglas Obradovich, the bride,s cousin. Vocal selections were offered by Brother Leonard A. and Sister
Loretta Lovalvo, with Sister Olivia Parravano accompanying at the piano.
The couple are residing in Ypsilanti, Michiean. Mav
God bless them with a long and happy Íite togãther. "

Children Blessed
Kalli Zickafoose, daughter of Tim and Marv Jane
(Miller), was blessed by Bro. Jerry Giovannone'at the
Warren, Ohio Branch of The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ.

_

Lindsey,Morgan Long was blessed by he¡ gïeat

un_

cle, ,loseph Calabrese, on March tZ, Igli, at Cäpe Cor_
al, Florida. She is the daughter of Linda Sue anà
William Daniel Long.

_

Amber Nicole Farally, daughter of Tom and Bobbie
Jo and the great-granddàughtæi of Sis. Rose
Nalevanko, w¿s blessed by-Bro, pauì Gehly at the
Greensburg, PA Branch on September 8, i991.

Brothe¡ Gerard J, Valenti blessed his granddaughter, Amanda Jean, at the Levittown] pA Branch
on September 29, 1997, She is the daughter of Bro.
Jerry and Sis. Patricia Valenti.
Marissa Nicole Zane, daughter of paul and Sis. Lin_
da, was blessed by her grandfather, Bro. John Manes.
on September 29, 1991 at the McKees Rocks, pA
B¡anch.
Thomas Frank Banyacski, son of Bro. Tom and Sis.
Linda, was blessed by his great uncle, Bro. Julius
Kovacs, on October 20, 1991, at the Hopelar,vn, NJ
Branch.

,, ..Bry,.Jame¡ Benyola blessed his granddaughter,
Kelly Elizabeth, at the Hopelawn, NJ Branch-on Oc_
tober_ZO, 1991. Kelly is the daughter of Tony James
and Kathy Benyola.
Mario Coppa IV was blessed by his uncle, Bro.
_
Tom Banyacski, at the Hopelawn,
tober 20, 1991.

NJ Branch on Oc.

Christopher Scott Beam, son of Brian and Shellev
Beam, was blessed on October 27, 1991, by Bro. Jesíe
Carr at the Greensbwg, PA Branch.

Elijah James Verstraete, son of B¡o. Rov and Sis.

Esperarøa, was blessed at the Riverside, CÀ Mission
by Bro. Clarence Kirkpatrick on Novemúe¡ 4, 1g9i.

BECKER-LARGE
Brother Todd Michael Becker and Sister Letti
Lynn (Pebbles) Large were unitBd in maniage on Ocloþ9r 26, 1991, at tñe Harbison Chapel of Giove City
College in Grove City, Pennsvlvanla.
They were pronounced hrisband and wife by

11

Visions of Zion dnnce through my heoÅ,
BE thc Spirit of God thæ sainæ are lett.

It won't be long, we'll be th,ere soon,
Jems will be thøre, anil we'II sirry a tww tun¿!
Bro. Scott CuÌver
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$AVE A FEW FOR 92
1992 GMBA Campout
June 20-26

*

Leesburg, Florida

PAYMENT PLAN
For more information WRITE or CALL:
David Catalano
194 Jonathon Place
Somerset, NJ 08873
(908) 560-0289

OBITUARY
--------l

We utish to eîvre$ our sEmpathg to th'ose ¿høt
rnowîL ùuer th'e toss of lund ones. May God' blPss und
curnfort you.

I
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I
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GRACE DiGRINO

i
I
I
I
I

I
I

I
-l
I
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_______J
-l
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Sis. Grace DiGrino passed to her eternal reward on
october 15. 1991, at thô age of 8?. She was a member
õfthe Monongahela, PA Branch, baptized on August
31.
--' 1960. to mourn her passing are one son, Pete, and
L"ft
rìaushters. Asathv Dainty and Sister Lucetta
S""Ëtionu. a.ïeti as 15 Àrandchildren, and 30 great*ãfia.hilá."n. May God bless all who loved our sister
iiih i¡" u"to"un"ã thut sh" is now at rest in paradise'

