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My Testimony

My Brother Alfred Burch

November 22, 1963

., I was bom on the Muncey
Indian Reservation in 1906. I was
brought up in the Anglican Church.
but I had no interest in it.

I began to attend church mcot-
ings in The Church ofJesus Christ
after my wife had attended a few
meetings. My wife became ac-
quainted with the Church through
Sister Elizabeth Groesbeck. She often
tâlked about the Church at home. She
said tlere was more love shown in
The Church ofJesus Christ than our
own church. I started to go myself. I
thought I would go just to please her.
I found that it was true what she said.
There was more love and kindness
shown.

Soon, the brothers that belonged
to the Church became acquainted
with me, a¡d told me about the
Church. About a year after I started
to go, I seemed to understand. They
begari to tell me to join the Church.
They told me I had to be bâptized. I
said I couldn't very well do that,
óecause I was alre¿dy baptized in tle
A:rglican Church. I thought I was all
right. I quit going to church for a
while. I was led away fiom tlre
Church because of drinking. Then I

started to have troubles. I wcnt to the
hospital to be treated for lockjaw. I
was tÌ¡erc for three and a half months.
I came out in March 1956.

While I was home, I met the
Ministers of The Church of Jesus

. Gh¡ist. . Brotler Reno.Bologna came
to pay me a visit while I was sick in
bed. I became more acquaintcd with
him through his visits during that
summer. I went back to the hospital
three times during the summer. In
December, I came out ofthe hospital
and Brother Reno ca¡ne to sce me
again.

He asked my wife how are you
fixed financially to see you through
the Christmas holidays? My wife told
him we had nothing. He donated $10
to us. At that time, I started to realize
what The Church ofJesus Christ
meant,

I still c¡ntinued to drink alcohol.
I drank many types ofalcohol. I
became an alcoholic.

I returned to the hospital again
for an operation. So after I had the
operation, I came home. I started to
go to Church again. I realized Imust
be disobeying God, and He was
punishing me by sending me back to
the hospital. I still continued to drink.
I went back to the hospital and had six
more opcrations.

Then I realized I had to serve
God. So I know that I must be a hard
man. So God had to break my hcart

to give me the understanding that I had
to look up to Him.

When I re¿lized this, I had a
vision. I saw myself in the church. I
was on a stretcher as tlough I was
going for an operation. There were
three men around me, all dressed in
whiæ. They were preparing me for an
operation. Then I saw myself by tie
river bank. I saw a man in the water
up to his waist. The watcr was very
clean whcrc he was standing. Then I
saw myselfcarried in the water on the
strotcher, and they took me out ofthe
water and I saw myself whccled into
my room at home. It was a beautiful
room, the nicest room I cvcr saw.
Then I woke up.

I asked my little boy where did
we go, he said no place, I was here all
the time. So I told him my dream. As
time went by, I had another dream.

I met a woman all dressed in
white. I asked her what must I do to
know God. She said pray. I saw
myself down on my knees and a bright
light was around me. I woke up. But
I went along the same as before,
carrying on.

One day I left homc. I went
about a half mile down the road, a¡d
entered into an old empty house for no
rcason at all. Then I went back home.

The following week, I retumed to
the same house with the feeling that

(continued on Page 10)
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In Isaiah 24:5, it is written, "The
c¿rth also is defiled under the inhabit-
ants tlrereof; because they have
transgressed tIe laws, changed the
ordinances, broken the everlasting
covenant." Here are words that
definitely speak ofa people who
transgressed the laws, changed
ordinances, and broke an everlasting
covenant.

While it can be readily agreed
that, from time to time, Israel trans-
gressed the laws of God and did that
which was evil in His sight. yet thc
Lord did not makc an everlasting

Apostle V. James Lovalvo

covcnant, so far as the law was
concemed, witlr Israel. The Apostle
Paul says, "\Mherefore the law was
our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by
fâith."

It is also understood tlìat no man
was saved by the law but úat all men,
even before Christ, looked forward to
the redeeming blood of the Saviour
for etemal salvation. By faith in Him,
then, they hoped for etemaljustifica-
tion. All the prophets from the
beginning of the world spoke ofthe
Christ, who was to come to the earth
to redecm mankind.

To no man did the Lord make an
everlasting covenant. Even to
Abraham, the promise was not to him
exclusively but in his seed, which seed
was Christ.

The promise to Israel was that a
Messiah would comc and that they
should hearken to Him. The words of
Moses were, "The LORD dry God
will raise up unto thee a Prophet from
the midst ofthee, ofthy brethren, Iike
unto me; unto him ye shall heårken."

Isaiah also spoke ofthe coming
Messiah very eloquently. It is my
contention, thcrefore, tlrat lhe ever-
lasting covenant was made to, a¡d
brokcn by, a people under a differcnt
dispensation than that of the law.
They could not break a law or cov-
enant which was never made to them
under the Mosaic Law. What is,
then, the everlasting covenant which
was broken a¡d by whom was it
broken?

A covenant is a pact, all agre€-
ment, a contract betwe€n two parties.
Some contracts are verbal, while
some are written and sealed by
signatures of both parties. God did
make some covenants with Isracl

' .;4 )È ti.l :!:

The Everlasting Covenant

By Apostle Y. James Lovalvo

None oif tlcse, however, was the
everlasting covenant which Isaiah says 

¡

rvas broken.
Paul said, "For the law ¡irade

nothingperfect. . . "and,
. . I "But now t¡at he obtained a
moie excellent ministry, by how much
'also he is tle Mediator of a better
covenant, which w4s. Þstablished upon
better promisos.

"For ifthat first cove¡ant had
becn faultless, tlen should not place
have been sought for the second."

He also stated:
"Behold, tlIe days come, saith the

LORD, that I will make a new cov-
ena¡t . . .

'Not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers, in tle
day that I took them by the hand, to
bring them out of tìe land of
Egvpt . . .

"But this shall be the covenant
that I will make with the house of
Israel; After those days, saith the
LORD. I will put my law in their
inward parts, a¡d write it in tleir
hearts; ard will be their God, and they
shall be my people."

Here is an indication which
positivcly tells us ofa new covena¡t.
This new covenant, or contract was to
be made by God through the agency of
His Son, Jesus Ch¡ist. The Lord God
Himself says about His Son, " . . .This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him."

The Apostle Paul again said,
"And for this cause he is the Mediator
of the new testament, that by meâns of
death, for tle redemption ofthe
tralsgressions that were under the first
testarnent, tley which are called might
receive the promise of etemal inherit-
ance." Christ then was to be the
Testator of this new testånent.
Through Him, .the everlasting cov-
enant was to be made.

The everlasting contract, or
covenant could not be made to anyone
else except His Disciples, who were
His Church. Listen, then, to the
serious and majestic words ofthe I

Saviour, as He made tÏe everlasting '.

covenant to His Church in St. Mat-
thcw 28:18-20,

"And Jesus came a¡d spale unto
them, saying, All power is given unto
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me in heaven and in e¿rth.
"Go ye therefore, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and ofthe Son, and ofthe
Floly Ghost;

"Teaching thcm to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto tle end of tle world.
Amen."

Please notice that Christ said,
"..,Iamwithyou alway... " Hcre
indeed is a promise! It is the everlast-
ing covenant tlat He would keep
unfailingly.

It taÌes two parties to male a
covenant. Jesus made this promise to
His disciples, or His Church. Noto
how He comma¡ds them, "Go ye
thcrefore. . . " The disciples, or the
Church, were expected to keep their
part ofthe agreement, which was
simply to keep the teachings and
commandments of Jesus undefi led,
unadultcrated, and pure. "Ifye love
me, keep my commandments." Thc
Lord admonished them. Again Jesus
;aid, "Abide in me, and I in
you . . . He that abideth in me, and I
in him, tle same bringeth forth much
fruit. . . " Additionally, He stated,
"As the Father hath loved me, so have
I loved you: continue ye in my love."

Christ also promised them that
certain signs would follow the true
believers in Him. The Apostle Paul
clearly sets forth the gifts in I
Corinthians, l2th chaptcr. These signs
and spiritual gifts would continue so
long as the Church would keep her
part ofthe covenant, or agreement.

We know that, if one of two
parties breaks the agrcement clearly
set forth in a contract, the loyal party
is not obliged to continue in his part
of the contract. The everlasting
covenant, made between Christ and
His Church, shows that they, the
disciples, were to preach and teach all
things whatsoever dre l,ord had
commanded them. In retum, the Lord
Jcsus would be with them always,
.ven unto the end ofthe world. For
iheir efforts in preaching His Gospel,
a reward of etemal joy awaited them .

No greater blessing could have
bcen bestowcd on thcm than to bc in
the mansions of glory with Jesus

providing they, the Church, would
continue to abide in Him. Unfortu-
nately, however, the Church did not
continue in His love, nor did they keep
their covenant to love Him and keep
His c¡mmandmcnts.

Grievous wolves entered in, not
sparing the flock. Ordinances and
commandments were trampled under
feet. Virtuous laws were supplanted
by hypocritical substitutions, Men
who were supposed to be teachers of
righteousness tumcd out to be vicious
and evil exponents of untruths,
smoothly veneered with false humility
and false love until the true and really
sincere persons were purged from the
Church.

It was not long after tìc death of
our Sâviour that men deviated from
the Lord's conrmandrnents to tcach
" . . . all things whatsocver I have
commanded you. . ." They went into
forbidden paths, forgetting the pure
and simple tcachings of t¡e Lord and
substituting their own personal
opinion and commandments; and, as

St. Matthew l5:9 says, "But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men."

Jesus a¡d His disciples taught
baptism by immersion. Yet, it was
not many years later when oùer
modes ofbaptism were introduced and
practiced, which, although very
convcnient to man, was and is at
variance with Christ a¡d His com-
mandments.

Definitions of ûe word "bap-
tism" by theologians a¡d scholars,
both of yesteryear and today, give a
light to baptism which is certainly not
according to scripture. læt me add at
this juncture, however, that The
Church ofJesus Christ, which I
represent, definitely beli€ves and
practices baptism as commanded by
Christ a¡d His disciples; and this is by
immersion.

Thcre is no question that the
mode of baptism which was practiced
not many years after the death of the
Saviour and is now practiced by most
professing Christians was, and is, a
far cry from the true mode of baptism
as prescribed in the Holy Bible.

Truly, tìe Apostle Paul was
correct in saying, tlat " . . . in the

latter times some shall depart from tle
faith. . . " Christreiteratedlsaiah's
wordsthat"... for doctrines they
shall teach the commandments of
men," Isaiah again says, " . . . be-
c¿use they have tr€nsgressed tle laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the
everlasting covena¡t."

Every student oftlre Bible should
agree with me that the true and only
way to baptize is recorded plainly in
the Bible. Nevertheless, suffic€ to say
that Paul, the Apostle, prophesied
dcfinitely that there would be a
departure from tlre faith. He wamed
Timothy to,

"Mediøte upon these things;
give thyself wholly to them; that thy
profiting may appear to all.

"Take heed unto thysclf, and
unto the doctrine; continue in tlem:
for in doing this thou shall both savc
thysclf, and them that hcar thee" (I
Timothy 4:15-16).

How he must have groaned
within at the frightful picture of the
frrture when men would become
lovers of themselves, trucebrealers,
blasphemers, and the like. With tears,
he told the brethren, " . . . that aftcr
my departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the
flock."

Jesus Christ saw the condition of
the Church in the future when He
said, "Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep's cloth-
ing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves." The Lord wamed thcm that
" . . many falsc prophcts shall risc,
and shall deceive many."

He kncw that thcre would arise
men who would seck thcir own
intcrcsts, and to achicve such, they
would do any'thing, even to using thc
name of God in the crooked and
perverse dealings.

Christ said tlat:
"Not every one that saith unto

me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom ofheaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in
heaven.

"Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied in thy name? And in thy name

(Continued on Page 10)
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A nessage
from fhe"
$evenf

The Domestic Missionary Operat-
ing Committee (DMOC) was estab-
lished at the October 1998 General

Quorum of Seventy Evangelists
(GQ70) Conference with the intent that
it assist the Regions in expanding the
domestic base in the Unitcd States and
Canada. The DMOC reports directly
to thc GQ70 a-nd will coordinate its
domestic outreach efforts with the
Region Missionary Operating Commit-
tees (RMOC). (The RMOC will
continue to report to the RQ70 and
Region but will also rcport functionally
to the DMOC).

The other officers of the DMOC
are Evangelists Dennis Moraco, Vice
Chairman, and Jerry Valenti, Secre-
tary. The committee is also comprised
of the seven RMOC Chairmen. They
arc the following Evangelists:

Atlantic Coast-Joseph Perri
Great Lakes-Nephi DeMercurio
Ohio Mid-West-Wayne Martorana
Pacifrc-James Huttenberger
Penn-Mid Atlantic-Richard Lawson
Southeast-Eugene Perri, Jr.
Southwest-Dwayne Jordan

An important assumption is that
tie growth ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ is the concern of every Church
member. Therefore, the DMOC will
be listening for ideas and suggestions
that would enhance the GREAT
WORK OF TIIE LORD. Contâct
your RMOC Chairman to offer your
assistance, as well.

INFORMATION4A'ITIERINC
QT'ESTIONNAIRE

An information-gatherbg ques-

tionnaire sent to RMOC Chairman in
January 1999, resultcd in the following
fesponses.

L What are your Region's needs?
Activities; fellowship; ûo grow in love,
unity, the Spirit of God, a¡rd member-
ship; visits; seminars; Church build-
ings; resident ministers in various
locations; ordained officers; and finan-
cial assistânce.

2. How can the Minislry be of assis-
lance lo those needs?

Weekend events or visits to the
branchcs and missions for a longer
period of time; visitation programs
with support pcrsonnel using a team
approach; resident minister for 2-3
months; weekcnd Evangelistic services
with personnel to follow up on leads.

3. Wat lypes of programs need to be
implemenled lo evangelize the
Gospel?

Relocation of a Minister wherc there are
needs; preåching to uplift and confirm
our mission and beliefs; special pro-
grams tailored for the speciñc needs of
each branch; Sunday evening meetings.

4. What have you lried lhal worked?
Wcekend events to bring the youth
together; singing meetings; picnics/
outings; guest speakers.

Domestic Missionary Operating Committee

By Evangelist Leonard A. Lovalvo
Chai r man, Domes tic Mi s si onary Ope ralin g C ommi t lee

WI]EKEND MEETINGS

On the weekend ofOctober 23-
25, 1998, a committee of six Brothers,
Leonard Lovalvo, Jim Hu tænberger,
Anthony Piccuito, Louis Vitto,
Leonard A. Lovalvo, and Ron Genaro
visited the Atlantic Coast Region to
present an Evangelistic Program. On
the Friday evening, we met at the
Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch for a
singspiration and prcaching service.
Saturday moming, we met witl the
Elders and Teachers and presented
information regarding marriage enrich-
ment seminars, counseling, and com-
munication techniques. In tle after-
noon, everyone was invited to engage
in a seminar with the topic, "Preserv-
ing tlre Family. " Saturday evening and
Sunday moming meetings includcd
singing, preaching, ard tcstimonies.

The liberty of God's Spirit was
enjoyed throughout the weekend and
the feeling was that l}e response from
the region attendees showed great
appreciation. It was a beautiful
experience with wonderful results such t
as an increase in love, fellowship,
cooperation, and hospitality. Oral and
written cornments suggested that we
make retum visits.

During the first wcckend this last
October, the same brothers listed above
presented a similar program in the
Gre¿t LaÌes Region. On Friday
evening, a singspiration and preaching
meeting directed to the young was held.
On Saturday moming, a seminar was
conducted on the qualities and tech-
niques necessary to promote tÏe
Cospcl. In the aftemoon, our topic
was "Preserving tlre Family," and the
evening scrvice was devoted to singing,
prcaching, and testimonies. The
Sunday mecting was combined witl the
Great Lakes Region Conference.
These events required the involvement
of many peoplc, which proved to be
very rewarding to those who made pre-
sentations as well as tlose who attended.

PROMOTON OI' 11Ð GOSPEL

The promotion of the Gospel
requires tlnt everyone becomes in-

(Continued on Paqe 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint .

We are starting a new c€ntury. We are also st¿rting a new millennium. How many of us cver
thought that we would see this event?

Here we are, witnessing two new measurements oftimo. A newone hundrcd years. Anewonc
thousand years. Time truly marches on. It waits for no person or group ofpeople.

The mcdia at large has spent the last eighteen months or more informing the general public of
the many so-cølled perilsgoing into the new millennium. They would haveyou belisvethatthc
world is comingto an end. Itis safe to say the waterwill run, thc elcctricity that lights our homes

will continue to work, and everyday life will no doubt continue as beforc. Have you noticed
that credit c¿rds that expire in the year 2000 and later are working just finc? Thc monthly
statements arg accu rate ald they have not stopped arriving in thc mail bccau se ofdate p rob lcms .

It is unfortunate that mankind docs not spend as much time focusing on the Lord. It is sad that
focus is lacking on the millennium with Jesus Christ which occurs aftcr the First Resurrcction.
You would think the emphasis would bc on serving the Lord through repentancc, baptism and

reception ofthc Holy Ghost. By serving the Lord in truth and in spirit, by enduring to thc cnd,
one will be part ofthc First Resurrection a¡d millennium with Jcsus Christ, the Son ofGod.
Can you imagine how glorious it will be to reign with the Lord?

The second coming of Jesus Christ will be aglorious cvent. He will appear in glory to wed His
bride, The Church of Jesus Christ. He will gather all the righteous unto Himself to live with
Him for a thousand years. How m4rvelousl

The Seriptures tell us the Lord"will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voicc ofthc
archangcl, and with thc trump of God! Tbe dead in Christ, those who wcre faithful and
righteous to their end, will risc first! The righteous that arc alive at His second coming will bc
changed in a twinkling ofan eye from mortality to immortality and are then caught up in the
clouds with those tllat resun'cctcd. Thcy will meet the Lord in the air. They will be with thc
Lord forever, never to dcpart from one a¡other.

When will the second coming ofJesus Christoccur? The answer to this question is known only
by God the Father. The angels in heaven do not know the answcr to this question. We do not
know whcn our own life will come to a¡ end. How can we know when the end of thc world will
occur? We do know that His coming will be as a thief in the night. In other words, we do not
know the exact date a¡d time. Sufüce it to say it will bc sudden!

We are told on more than one occ¿sion in Scripture that the times and seasons are known only
by the lord. Jesus Christ told His disciples in Acts l:7, "It is not for you to know thc timcs
and the season, which the Father hath put in his own power." IIe knows all thingsl ByHim
all things were crcated. By Him, the end comes to usher in etemity in the Kingdom of God.

The Lord eloquently informed His disciples in the 24th chapter of Matthew what to expect at
theendoftime. The Lord's disciples asked Him, " . . . and whatshall be the sign ofthy coming;
and of the cnd ofthe world?" Jesus Christ shared ma.ny sìgns with tlem in response to their
question. A most important sign was His response in Matthew 24:14, "And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be prc¿ched in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end

come. "

People paid no attention at all to God in tlre days ofNoah. Despite Noalr's preaching of
righteousness and to repcnt and serve God, tlre people ignored him. No doubt Noah preached
and plcaded with the pcople. He wamed them of God's pending wrath if they did not repent
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

Dear Friends,

Have you realized yet how power-
ful your thoughts are? We talked in
another lesson about hoì¡r' t¡e greatest
athletes in the world tell themselves
good things about themselves. I told
you about the famous India¡ athlete
who told reporters he would picture
himself in his mind, running the right
way and jumping the right way so that
he would win. He made it to the
Olympic Games, where the finøst
athletes in tle world go to test them-
selves. He won gold medals.

Well, we.are in a contest, too.
Every day, whcn we wake up to a fresh
new day, we have the chance to think
good thoughts and do something good
for Jèsus.

Every day, or even every moment,
we have a chance to start something
good. Wc havc a Savior. His name is
Jesus. And Jesus knows all about the
ugly things His children often think a¡d
do. And Jesus has the power to help us
stop doing things that are harmfrrl to
oursclves and others.

We start by thinking about Jesus
and His power and love. Then we
must imagine Jesus. Imagine His
gentle, quiet, loving smile. Tum off
the TV, turn offthe radio, go to a quiet
spot in your mind andjust tâlk to Jesus.

Tell Jesus how you were afraid
and then got so angry. Tell Jesus how
mean you \,vanted to be a¡d ask Jesus
to forgive you. He will. He already
knows all ofourugly thoughts, and He's
just waiting for us to ask Him to take
them away and put love there instead.

Tell Him your shame. Sin grows
when peoplc are afiaid to name it and
ask Jesus to cut it out. Tell Jesus.

Ifyou arc really deep in sin and
not sure even how to gct out, tell that

"I'm just bad," stop right there!
You're the pcrson Jesus a:ame I

down to love. He died for you. He has
all the true power of the universe, and
He cares for you. Thank Him. Beg
Him to help you again. Then remem-
ber, as you believe in yourself that "I
can do all things tlrough Jesus Christ,
which strcngthencth me" (Philippians
4:13).

Sister Jan

WORD SEARCH
to Jesus, too. He'll help you to want to
get out. He'll give you a strong mind
and a strong will to walk away from
sin. Jesus also will let you sce how
empty ard ugly that sinful way really is.

Then, after Jcsus ma.kes you
strong and clean inside, you still have
anotherjob to do. Thatjob is ø thank
Jesus and to put new thoughts ín your
mind. Your new tloughts can be
straight from tle scriptures.

One thought could be from John
3:16, "For God so loved the world
[you and me] that he gave his only
begotten son [Jesus] tlat whosoever
believeth in him, shall not perish, but
will have etemal life."

So ifyou start to holler at your-
selfor tell yourself, "I'm so stupid," or
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A'Weekend of
Restoration

By Sister Mandy Griff th

Another joyfirl weekend was had
by all who attended the May l5-16,
1999 GMBA Conference in Greens-
burg, Pcnnsylvania. It was a weekend
of Restoration, and the Lord truly
reminded His children that He has not
forgotten Isracl and the Latter Day
plan. God has chosen each ofus to be
a vital part of His Church in bringing
forth His work, and the saints of God
were reminded of this calling and
refrcshcd in thc spirit of Restoration.

Saturday morning, Brother Jefüey
Giannetti related an experience wherc
the gift oftongues was spoken and the
interprotation was, "Raise a song of
joy and gladness to me, thus saith tlre
Lord." Then, Brother Dominic Tho-
mas shared his love for the Church and
his enthusiasm for ihe GMBA. He
said, "We must reflect the Lord's love
and spirit; it's shown through fasting
and prayer, devotion and dedication to
the Church. The Church is not an
inanimate object or an institution; it's
a¡l establishment of love and liveli-
ness-the vibra¡cy of God! He then
called the hymn, Our Church wìt\out
previously knowing our brother's
expcriencc, which contained tle words
of this h}'mn. Thc words were sung to
the honor and glory of God.

A portion ofthe day was given to
the Apostles ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ to answer questions a¡d address
tle congregation. Brothers Joseph
Lovalvo, Paul Benyola, Joseph Cala-
brese, Joseph Bittinger and Russell
Cadmal spoke on topics such as: the
Hill Cumorah, the Peacefirl Reign,
.Zion,lhe Choice Seer, and the Latter
Dav work. We were blessed and
excited to hear of all the wondrous
works the Lord will bring forth, and
we should fecl humbled in knowing we
have a place in this Restored Gospel.

At the closc of the aftemoon, the
young people came forward and sa¡g;
We'll Be Singing on the Mounlain,
Amazing Grace, aJ'¡td, It's My Desire.
Biother Paul Palmieri offered a prayer
over all of the young people that God
would keep them in His care. We pray
that these young people would grab
hold ofthe Restored Gospel and bc
vessels ofhonor for the Master's use.

Thc cvcning program was given
by the Ohio-Midwest Area, and the
tleme was, The Homecoming, Israel.
Songs and scriptures of God's prom-
ises for His chosen people were
offered, and the Spirit of God was in
our midst. Brother Mikc Nuzzi spoke
in the word of the Lord, saying,
"Israel, I love you. Israel, I lovc you.
Israel, I love you. The prophets are
among you. The time is near, thus
saith the Lord." Thank you Lord, for
thc beautiful manifestation of your
Spirit.

Following the program, Brother
Ike Smith, Sr. spoke on Israel and how
God can use young men to do His
work. In ûre Book of Mormon, Iæhi
commanded his children to go to
Laban and obtain the records. He sent
tlrese young men to do a mighty work.
The same Spirit God gave Nephi is in
the Church today. God will provide a
way for us to accomplish this task; we
are commissioned to find the Seed of
Joscph and bring them back. Brother
lke said, 'We need the Spirit of Nephi-
the determination, dedication, and full
effort into the work of dre l-ord. The
young people should put all efforts into
restoring Israel. The Lord doesn't give
us any commandments lest He provides
a way that we can accomplish tlrem,
and He will fulfill His work using you
a¡d me. We must renew our hope and
trust in God, and we will see Israel's
glorious retum.

Brother Tom Liberto followed
this powerful message saying, "Don't
lose the war. We can lose battles now
and then, but don't lose the war. We
necd to be strong, willing soldiers to
me€t this task head on-restore Israel."
In Alma" the two thousand young
soldiers wcrc raised in the ways oftle
Lord. Their mothers taught them of
God and they were brought to the
knowledge of Jesus Christ, We must

train our children in their youth. They
will take on thc battles of the future.
Brother Tom said, "Ma.ke the Church
your life's vocation. The Lord needs
you."

Brother Paul Palmieri then added,
"Christ accepted no nation unless they
repented. We must pray that Israel
repcnts unto God." The only thing that
brings change in our lives is repcntance
and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
We are accountable for the lives of
othcrs. Are we sharing the message
presented to us by the angel? Have we
told everyone about the Restoration of
the Gospel? Let's do our part to please
the Lord. kt's be ready to meet the
Master a¡d hear those wonderfirl
words, "Well done my good and
faithful servant." When we received
the Holy Ghost, we became workers
unto the Lord. We ne€d to rise to a
higher level of righteousness and work
for the causc ofJesus Christ.

Brothcr Paul Aaron Palmicri
closcd the evening meeting by inviting
any unbaptizcd to come and join this
Church. "We may not be perfect, but
we serve a perfect Savior. This is His
perfect Gospel." Amen.

Sunday moming we reconvened
a¡d the Ohio-Midwest choir opencd
with a few selections. Brother Joc
Lovalvo opened the service by asking a
question. "Are we waiting for Zion?
Thcre's nothing that says we can't
have Zion now. Where two or tlree
are gathercd, the spirit ofZion is therc.
If we came with one mind and one
heart, we can have Zion here." The
brothers passed communion to tlre
members of the Church. rr¡y'e felt a
peaceful spirit as we partook of the
holy ordinance.

Brother Joe Calabrese opened the
preaching service, maintaining the
theme of Restoration. "The Gospel is
spreading all over the earth. We must
focus on the responsibility that is
coming our way. There will be greater
things. We will see gre{¡ter works.
The Lord has given us the resource to
do His work. Listen to the Spirit that
speaks to you and put it into action."
We can't get cåught in the trap of
being too busy or distracted. The dcvil

(Cont¡nued on Pege 11)
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Ordinations in Hollywood,
FL

By Sisrer Betty Gennaro

The Hollyrvood, Florida Branch
and Miami Mission met together on
February 14, 1999, to witness thc
ordination of Brother Justin Severson
as a Te¿cher and Sister Helen Catone
as a Deaconess in The Church ofJesus
Christ.

Our Prcsiding Elder, Brother
Dennis Moraco, explained the duties of
a Teacher. He explained a Teacher is
an extension of the Ministry, encourag-
ing ard teacbing the saints. Brother
Justin displays a humble spirit and his
heart is on tle things of God. His feet
wcrc washcd by Brother Migucl
Bicelis. He was ordained by Brother
Joe Catone, Sr.

God's beautiful spírit prevailed as
Brother Miguel a¡d Sistcr Melissa
Bicelis sang that wonderful hymn, fe
llho Are Called to Labor.

Brother Dennis tìen explaincd thc
dutics ofa Deaconess, which is to
assist during baptism, fcct washing. set
the communion table, visit the sick and
to be full of good works. Sister
Helen's feet were washed by Sister
Kathy Kirschenpfad. She was or-
dained by Brothcr John Catone.

Brother Miguel Bicelis gave us an
inspirational message regarding úe
continuation ofour Church. God's
work will continue to be in good hands.
We are used as vessels of clay by the
Potter. Thcre comes a time when we
are presentcd with the truth, sometling
setn by faith, which is the Gospel of
Jcsus Christ. It is up to us to choose it
or reject it, As members ofThe Church
ofJesus Christ, we have chosen the
bctter part oflife. God has given us
something very precious, Jesus Christ.
Sister Helen's and Brother Justin's
lives have been enriched abundantly by
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. May God
continuo to bless them a¡d usc thcm for
His honor and glory.

Five Baptisms in
Monongahela, PA

On Sunday evening, September
19, 1999, a large crowd ofbrothers,
sisters and many friends and visitors
gatlered on the shore of tho Monon-
gahela River to witness the baptisms of
five young people into The Church of
Jesus Christ. It was a beautifirl sight
to behold the c¿ndidates and all that
gathered to witness souls surrendering
tleir livcs to Jcsus Christ. They all
requested their baptisms on Saturday
during the Penn-Mid Atlantic Area
MBA Campout.

Brother Chuck Kogler baptized
Brother Bradley Kurowsky. Brothcrs
Joshua and Jeremy Nicklow were
baptized by their father, Brother
Robert Nicklow, Jr. Brother Rick
Scaglione baptized his daughter, Sister
Amanda Scaglione. Brother Alexander
Cherry baptized his daughter, Sister
Laurel Cherry.

We then convcned at tle Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania Branch wherc a
large gathering witnessed thc confirma-
tions and bestowal of the Holy Ghost
upon the new converts.

Brothcr Don Ross shared with the
congregation, which included many
visitors, that the Ministry was going to
confirm the new members with the
Holy Ghost. He stated that the Holy
Ghost, tle Great Comforter promised
by none othcr than Jcsus Christ is
given to those who surrender their lives
to the Lord. Brother Don reminded the
congregation the Holy Ghost lcads us,
guides us and brings all things to our
rcmembra¡ce. It is a gift from God to
those who are baptized and promise to
serve God all the days oftheir lives, It
is what causes individuals to change
a¡d become new creatures with the
mind ofJesus Christ. Brother Don
continued by reading the words of
Moroni conceming lhe bestowal of the
Holy Ghost.

Brothcr Robert Nicklow, Sr. con-
firmed his grandson, Brother Jeremy
Nicklow. Sister Laurel Cherry was
confirmed by Brother Don Ross.
Brother Karl Kirschner confirmed
Brother Bradley Kurowsky. Sistcr
Amanda Scaglione was confirmed by

her grandfather, Brother Richard
Scaglione. Broúer Alan Metzler I
confirmed Brother Joshua Nicklow. '

The new brothers and sisters in Christ
were then given the opportunity to beår
tleir tcstimonies. They all praiscd and
thanked God for His goodness and
mercy toward them. They all promised
to lovc and serve Him for thc rcmain-
der oftheir lives.

Thc mecting continued with
Apostlc Isaac Smith speaking about the
gift of the Holy Ghost. He ståted that
it is something to treasure, but tlre gift
ofsalvation is God's greatest gift. The
Lord speaks to our hc¿rts, and when
He does, we must not harden our
hcarts. We must allow God's Spint to
enter our very souls, and become an
intcgral part of our very being.
Brotler Isaac exhorted us all to be
seekers of the Kingdom of God, to live
Godly lives and be good examples for
the cause of Christ. He encouraged all
to love and serve God.

Several bore their tostimonies,
thanking God for His mercy and bless-
ings in thcir livcs. It was a wonderÂ¡l I

a¡d blcssed mceting. We all praise
God for calling our new brothers a¡d
sisters into The Church ofJesus Christ.

Ordinatíon in San Diego,
CA

By Brother John Cihomsþ

Brother Thomas P. Liberto was
ordained to do the Lord's work as a
minister in The Church ofJesus Ch¡ist
on March 21, 1999, in the San Diego,
Califomia Branch, Saints from around
tìe Pacific and Southwest Regions
crowded into the bra¡ch to witness
Brother Tom's ordination on a Sunday
lhat was filled with God's Spirit in
preaching, song and testimony.

Evangelist Leonard Lovalvo fiom
Modesto opened the meeting and spoke
on the importa¡ce of being callcd to the
o.ffice of a minister in The Church of 

,

Jesus Christ. He followed his sermon
by singing Jesrs Use Me and inviteÅ
B¡other Tom to sing with him on the
last verse.

Evangelist John DiBattista spoke
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afterwards and ¡elated some ofthe
maly experiences surrounding Brother
Iom's calling. He was followed by
Apostle Thomas M. Liberto, Brother
Tom's father, who explained tìe
ordination process as we went into that
portion of the service.

Às Brothe¡ Tom's feet were being
washcd by his uncle, Evangelist Paul
Libcrto, Sister Bennie Jones saw a
Personage hand a tool belt to Brother
Paul. The belt and its tools were made
ofpure gold, When he received the
belt, Brother Paul fastened it about
Brother Tom's waist, signiSing he was
ready to toil for the Lord. The Minis-
try úen knclt in prayer, and Brother
Tony Piccuito was inspired to lay
hands on Brother Tom. Sistcr Bennie
then saw that all the ministers were
wearing the same golden tool belts.
Sister Bennie noticed that each belt was
scamlcss, as ifconstructed as one piece.

Brothcr Tom then gave his tcsti-
mony and reviewed his joumey with
the Lord, first as a member, and $en
as a Teacber. He also tha¡ked God for
lhe brotlers and sisters who served as
examples to him throughout the
Church. Brother Tom concluded by
saying the work of a minister is rooted
in telling otlrers about Jesus, serving
the Lord and the saints. We thank God
that He blessed us with a wonderñ¡l
service, and our prayers are with
Brothcr Tom that he may ñrlfill theduties
ofhis new ofüccwit¡ thc Lord's strength.

God Speaks in Herndon,VA

By Sisler Connie Frankenbery

We began our day, September 26,
1999, reflecting upon tlre recent
Pennsylvania Area Campout. Brother
Chip Smith led our Sunday School
Iesson, sharing some of tle testimonies
of thc youth, particularly Joshua
Gehly's experience ofseeing Jcsus, the
peârly gates, and the streets ofgold,
Hc also related the words given to
Brother Tony Ricci that we should
listen to the Lord with our hearts. Our
newly baptized Sister Amanda
Scaglione shared her calling and
tcstimony. We also bore witness to the

testimony of Brother Jan Schut from
the Netherla¡ds who had been with us
this day and had spent à few weeks
visiting in the United States. The
pressing thcme ofnot wasting our
youth and serving God to our fullest,
especially when wo are young, became
prevalent tlroughout the testimonies
and drroughout the day. The Spirit of
God was truly in our Sunday School
that morning!

As our day continued, it was clear
that we were unified a¡d that God was
truly with us. Brother Mike
Hildenbra¡d, followed by Broúer
Chaûnan Young, implored us to 'þive
God our best." Both brothers refer-
enced Genesis 4:l-7, admonishing us to
not be like Cain who did not give his
best. Brotler Chat stated that the Lord
has not changed, ' He blessed Abel for
giving his best and he will bless us too.
If we choosc to give as Cain gave, the
Lord will not accept it." We then sang
hymn #182, Give of Your Best to the
Masler.

During our testimony service,
Brother Joe Smith, who has not
attended for some time asked to have
ha¡ds laid upon him so that he could
make the proper steps back to the
Gospel. After the prayer for Brother
Joe and the others in need, Brother
Mike Hildenbrand told the congrega-
tion tìat he had scen threc angcls
rejoicing while halds were laid upon
our Brother Joe. Within minutes,
Sistcr Iva Bordeaux stood and in the
Spirit ofGod said, "Thus saith the
Lord, I will open the windows of
heaven and pour out my blessings upon
you my people if you will humblc
yourselves and serve Me with your
whole hearts."

Our blessings did not end there,
however. During our Ladies' Circle
meeting which followed lunch that
same aftcmoon, many meaningful
words came forth conceming repen-
tance and baptism. Sister Pat
Hildcnbrand also sharcd an expcricnce
she had after pralng to be more
spiritual and more dedicated to God.
She had fervently been seeking God's
blessings that she had remembered
fiom the earlier accounts ofthe
Gospel. Sister Pat shared that God
spoke to her saying, '\ e have to have

our lives in condition so we will
receive these blessings. The time is far
spent and there is little remaining."
Our sister felt that we have to serve
God now. There is just no time left to
get ready !

The b¡others and sisters of
Hemdon arc rejoicing for the way God
spoke to us. ìvVhat unity and what
blessings! Praise God fiom whom all
blessings flow.

Miami-Dade, Florida
Mission

By Sister Belty Gennaro

The Miami-Dade Florida Mission
was organized on August 26, 1999.
The brothers and sisters of Miami and
Homestead joined together and now
have twenty-four members. Our
Prcsiding Eldcr is Brothcr Miguel
Bicelis. A standing vote ofthanks was
given to Brother Joe and Sistcr Violct
Catone for mary ye¿rs ofdcdicated
scrvice to tbe Homestead, Florida
Mission. The mission has grorrvn

recently due to the ncw converts from
Venezuela a¡d Colombia.

Our first meoting together was
Sunday, August 29, 1999. Brother
Georgc Kovacic spoke on Mosiah 23,
on how the people fled in order to have
freedom to worship God. They found
a beautifirl land, built homes, and were
taught to keep the Sabbath Day holy.
They had a love for Alma who was
blessed with great wisdom. "Trust no
ma¡ to be your teâcher, except he be a
man of God." Brother Justin Severson
followed on the importance of dedicat-
ing our lives to The Church ofJesus
Christ. Ourjoy incrcases as we do
this. Righteousness is tle true road to
prosperity. Brother Miguel Bicelis
closed this blessed meeting with the
words, "Keep focused on the words of
God."

Happy New Year
To All Our Readers
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My Testimony
Continued from Page I

someone was leading me there. I
entercd tle house and went upstairs,
lookcd around, and as I was retuming
to go downstairs, I had a feeling to tum
around and when I did, I went over to
tlle comer of the room where there was
a pile oftrash. I kicked the trash and
tumcd it over, and under all this tr¿sh I
saw a Bible. I picked it up and re-
tumed homc. Then that night, I started
to read. I opened tlre Bible to where
John the Baptist was baptizing, and I
read where John said, "Bchold the
Lamb of God cometh." That was
whcn Jcsus was coming to tie river
Jordan to be baptized by John. I
studied that chapter several times
during the week before I understood
what it meãìt. So, I told my wife I had
to be baptized in The Church ofJesus
Christ. I said to my wife, how will I
find The Church ofJesus Christ? I
tumcd thc pages of tlc Bible a¡d I was
prompted to read tle transfiguration of
Christ. I re¿d that over.several times
before I understood it.

I read the transfiguration where
Peter said it is good to be here. He
said let's make three tabemacles, one
for thce and for Moscs a¡d one for
Elija}. While he spoke, a cloud
overshadowcd thcm, and a voice from
tle cloud said, "This is my Beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased. Hear
ye Him." And Christ was left alone
and the others were taken away.

Then I told my wife, it is The
Church ofJesus Christ that I must join.
So while I started to rcad the Bible
from tlle time I first found it, all my
habits started to leave me. I quil
smoking and drinking and I had my
mind on the Bible.

In tIe meantime, my mother who
passed away maly years ago, ca¡ne to
me in a dre¿m. When she was on her
sick bed in my youth, she called me in
her room a¡d she said, "Sonny, when I
am gone, I'll be waiting for you." As
soon as I started to leave my bad habits
and started to look up to God, she
stopped bothering mc. So I know she
is resting now.

I started to go to The Church of
Iesus Christ regularly, every Sunday.

I asked the ministers, Brother Joe
Mila¡toni and Brother Tony Gerace to ¡
pray for me. I wanted to be baptizrÅ
but I didn't know when.

On Easter Sunday I went to
Church. When I got to Church, it
started to rain and thunder and light-
ning. I could not see out ofthe win-
dows because ofthe rain. But at tÌrat
moment, I felt the power of God. Igot
up and asked for my baptism. It
stopped raining! The sun came out
and they took me to tlte river and I was
baptized by Brother Joe Milantoni. I
went to the church and was confirmcd
for tle reception of the Holy Ghost.
Two weeks later, my wife was bap-
tized. I felt good and now it is two
years this Easter.

I feel my body is all healed a¡d
haven't had a sick day since. I pray
now, night and day. I pray for my
people so that they might see the
goodness of God as I see it.

I'm going to try my best to serve
God to the best of my ability. So, I
hope this testimony will touch the
hearts of my people, tlre American I

Indian.

(lhis is the testimony of the late
Brolher Alfred Burch from the
M ncey, Ontalio, Canada Mission-
Editor's Note.)

The Everlasting Covenant
Continued from Page 4

have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wondcrftl works?

"A¡d then I will profess unto
thcm, I ncvcr knew you; depart from
me, ye that work iniquity" (St. Mat-
thew 7:21-23).

Here is a good example tlat men
would become wolves in sheep's
clodring: professing but not possess-
ing.

The Everlasting Covenant was
thus broken by men who loved dark-
ness rather than light.

(Ihis article was taken from the
Book of Sermons, which is published
by The Church ofJesus Chfisr-
Editor's Note.)
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A Message from the Seventy
ìontinued from Page 4

volved, particularly as we are entering
the new millennium. This can be done
through the formation of programs on
the bra¡ch/mission or region level or
simply through the testimony that one
member relates to a¡other individual.
Wc have witncssed tle outstanding
results that a simple, yet persistent
testimony has achieved. Finally, we
need to remember that many people
have come into t}le Church bccause of
a direct revelation ofGod. Petitioning
the Lord through fasting and prayer will
also greatly assist us in this great labor.

Please noti$ your RMOC
Chairman regarding your witlingness
to become actively involved. Ifyou
have questions, comments, or sugges-
tions, contact any of us on this com-
mittee.

lditorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

and scrve God. How sad thcy contin-
ued in their ways of sinful merrymal<-
ing. The day finally came when Noah
was commanded by God to take
himself and his family and enter the
ark. He obeyed. Noal and his family
were saved by the hand ofGod. They
wcrc ready. The world at largc
perished by the hand ofGod. They
were not ready!

We must be ready! It does not
and should not matter to those that love
and serve God and Jesus Christ when
the Lord will make His appe¿¡r:rnce.
That should not be ofparamount
importance . What is important and
critical is that we love a¡d serve God
\.vith all our might, with all of our
strcngth- It is imporønt and crucial
for our salvation that we are faithful to
the commandrnents ofJesus Christ.
King Benjamin states we should be
'mmovable and steadfast in our seryice
to God. It has been stated and
preached many times that we must
place God and Jesus Christ first in our
lives. There is no other way to receive
etemal salvation than to place one's

trust in God. There is no other way to
receive the blessings of God tlran to
serve Him and place Him first in our
Iives.

The Gospel ofJesus Christ must
be preached in all the world before the
end of the world. Every nation, every
kindred, cvery tongue shall hear the
message ofthe Resûored Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Just imagine thc amount
of work there is to do for the Lord
before His coming. Are you ready to
help? Are you ready to do your part?
The surface has barely been scratched!
læt us not concem ourselves with time.
Time is in God's hands. Let us love
a.nd serve God. læt us prove faithful to
our calling as members ofThe Church
ofJesus Christ.

A Weekend of Restoration
Cont¡nued from Page 7

puts a silken cord around us and we
don't realize it. We must hold fast to
Jcsus Christ uld kcep our eyes on Him.
Brothcr Joe reminded us that this was
the l70th year anniversary ofthe
authority of the Gospel ofJesus Christ
being rcstored on the earth, May 15,
1829. We are living in the time period
where greater tÌrings will take place.

After the preaching, the young
people were called forward. Brother
Ikc J. Smith addrcsscd thcm saying,
"Praisc God for the organization ofthe
GMBA. Pray for each other that
together we can make the Church great
ard do the greater things for the Lord
together. " They sang, lIlave the Flags
of Zion, and, as they sang, Brother Bob
Nicklow had an experience where he
felt a burning desire to pray for those
so close to baptism. Brothcr Paul
Benyola offered the prayer, and as he
prayed, Brother Mike Nuzzi heard
chains falling. Some of the young
people testified and encouraged each
other to ta-ke that importårt step and
choose the love ofJesus Christ. A
sister had a vision ofJesus Christ
standing in whitc in front of our young
people. The Lord made His prescnce
known, and we all felt the spirit of
repentancr in the room; especially one
young m:ìn, Matthew Kurowsþ, from

the Monongahela, Pennsylvania
Branch, who felt the Lord's calling and
asked for his baptism. Thank God,
another soldier for Jesus Christ.

We closed with the appropriate
hymn, Ring the Bells of Heaven, utd.
we concluded another glorious time in
the presence of God. It was truly a
taste of Zion, and we long for the
gathering ofthe House of Israel when
we will dwell in this sweet spirit
forevermore.

Children Blessed

Mark Alexandcr, son of Eiic and
Angcla Yoder was blessed on Septcm-
ber 26, 1999, in the Imperial, Pennsyl-
va¡ia Bra¡ch.

Kelsie Lyrn Hutsko, daughter of
Tim and Stephanie Hutsko was blessed
in the Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Branch on October 17, 1999.

Kayla Elizabeth Smith, daughter
ofBrother Chip and Sister Karen
Smith, was blessed on August 21, 1999
in the Hemdon, Virginia Branch.

Athena Justine Severson, daughter
ofB¡other Justin and Sister Tina
Severson was blessed on October 31,
1999 in the Miami-Dade, Florida
Mission.

Elijal Maclachlan David, son of
Natalie Marie David, was blessed on
August 8, 1999, in the Vanderbilt,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Jarrett Robert Crayton, son of
Rena and Robert Crayton, was blcssed
on August 8, 1999 in the Vanderbilt,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Destiny Marie Cumberland,
daughter of Renee and Mark
Cumberland, was blessed in the
Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch on
August 8, 1999.

Joscph Dominic Calabrese, son of
Brother Joel and Sister Edna
Calab¡ese, was blessed on May 9,
1999 in thc Lorain, Ohio Branch.

Ashley Nicole Smith was blessed
on August 21, 1999 in thc Hemdon,
Virginia Branch.

Kaley Sue Sutch, daughter of
Justin a¡d Kim Sutch, was blesscd on
September 26, 1999, in the Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania Branch.
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FiÍtieth Plus Anniversary

B¡other Jesse Carr of the Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Branch celebrated sixty years as a member ofThe Church
ofJesus Christ on October 6, 1999.

Baptisms

Kevin Coppa was baptized on July 25, 1999 in the
Plumbrook, Michigan Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Gary Coppa and he was confirmed by Brother Paul
Writton.

Emily Kaczmarek was baptized on August 15, 1999, in
the Plumbrook, Michigan Bra¡ch. She was baptized by
Brother Richard Lofftedo and she was confirmed by Brother
Dan Parrava¡o.

Eddy Aichinger was baptized on August 15, 1999 in
thc Plumbrook, Michigan Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Richard Loffiedo and hc was confirmed by Brother
Paul Whitton.

Marie Kiimmel was baptized on October 17, 1999 in
the Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Joseph Draskovich and she was confirmed by
Brother Paul Gehly.

Brandon Lee Hunt was baptizæd on May 9, 1999 in the
Lo¡ain, Ohio Branch. He was baptized by Brother James

Gibson a¡d he was confirmed by Brotlrer Mark Naro.
Dawn Marie Snell was baptized on July I l, 1999 in

the Lorain, Ohio Bra¡ch. She was baptized by Brothcr
Mark Naro and she was confirmed by Apostle Joseph

Calabrcse.
Amanda Scaglione of the Hemdon, Virginia Branch

was báptized on September 19, 1999 in Monongahela,
Pennsylvania. She was baptized by Brother Rick Scaglione
and she was confrrme.d by Brother Richard Scaglione.

Bradley Kurowsky was baptized on September 19,

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

1999 in the Monoúgahela, Pennsylvania Bra¡ch. He was

baptized by Brotler Charles Kogler and he was confirmed I

by Brother Karl Kirschner.' 
Joshua Nicklow was baptized on September 19, 1999

in the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch. He was bap-

tized by Brotlrer Robert Nicklow, Jr., and he was confirmed

by Brother Alan Metzler.
Jeremy Nicklow was baptized on SepÛember 19, 1999

in the Monongahela" Pennsylvania Branch. He was bap-
tized by Brother Robert Nickloq Jr., and he was confirmed

by Brother Robert Nicklow, Sr.
Laurel Cherry was baptized on September 19, 1999 in

the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Aìexander Cherry and she was confirmed by
Brother Donald Ross.

OBITUARIES
We wish lo express our sympalhy lo lhose who mourn

the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comþrt you.

EVELYN ANDERSON

Evelyn Anderson of the Monongahela, Pennsylvania

Branch passed on to her etemal reward on August 29, 1999\.

She is survived by two sons; Walter Anderson and James

Anderson; two gra¡dchildren and one greåt-grandson.

WILLIAM *BILL" MEO

Brother Bill Meo of the Bell, Califomia Branch passed

on to his heavenly reward on October 9, 1999 He was an

ordained Te¿cher in The Church of Jesus Christ. He is

survived by his wife, Sister Marion Meo; his motler, Sister

Connie Meo; one brother, Brother Rudy Meo; and one

sister, Sister Rachel Flow; three daughærs, Diane, Rita and

Sharon; five grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.

FRANK ALTOMARE. SR.

Brother Frank Altomare, Sr., of the Lorain, Ohio
Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on August 23,

I 999 . He was an ordained Elder in The Church of Jesus

Ch¡ist. Brother Frank is survived by his wife, Sistor Rose;

two sons, Brother Sam Altomare and Fra¡k Altomare, Jr.;

ald one daughter, Sister Fran Altomare.

LENA'SORINO" CALABRESE

Sister Lena Sorino Calabrese ofthe Lorain, Ohio
Branch passed on to her heavenly reward on July 2, 1999

She was preceded in death by her late husband, Brother Joe

'Yenner" Calabrese. Sister Lena is survived by three sons;

Joseph, Ralph and Brother David Calabrese; t\ryo daug¡ters,

Sister Mary Nardozzi and Sistor Carrie Simmons.
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l. \{e believe in God, the etemal
Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Spirit. These three are
the greât matchless power that rules
all things visible a¡d invisible, for it
is of Him a¡d through Him that we
receive all things both for this life
a¡d that which is to come.

2. We believe God, the Father, to be
a personage ofglory (Eph. l:17; I
Nephi l:8). The Son is the express
image of the Father, ard He was with
the Fatler before the foundation of
the world. In tle fullness of time, He
came from the bosom ofthe Father,
was born of the Virgin Mary (accord-
ing to the scriptures), became man,
and suffered and died for the sins of
the whole world. On the third day He
rose again and brought about the
rcsurrection (according to the scrip-
tures) and ascended up on high to sit
at the right hand of God. Principali-
ties and powers are subject to Him
'Who is the image of the invisible
God, the firstbom of every creature:
ìor by him were all things created,

that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible a¡d invisible, whether
tåey be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, a.nd for him:

And he is before all things, and by
him all things consist: And he is tle
head ofthc body, lhc church: who is
the begiming, the firstbom from the
dead; that in all things he might have
the pre-eminence. For it pleased the
Father that in him should all fi¡lness
dwell" (Colossians l:15-19). We
belicve, also, that He will come again
t¡e second time to judge bolh thc
living and the dead according to the
scriptures (Actsl:l l; Matt. 24:30,36)

We believe the Holy Ghost to be:

A. The mind of the Fatler a¡d
ofthe Son: Bible: I Cor, 2:16.

B. The unseen power and glory
which ema¡ates from God and can, at
His will, manifest itself in various
forms: Bible: Matt.3:16; Book of
Mormon: I Nephi I l:l l.

C. The wihess of God: Bible: I
John 5:6; Book of Mormon: III Nephi
I l:35-36; III Nephi 28:l l.

D, The gift of God: Bible : Acts
2:38; John 14:26; Book of Mormon:
III Nephi l9:13.

E. Pure and holy, just and good,

The Church of Jesus Christ
Faith and Doctrine

omnipresent, firll of light and knowl-
edge, and a discemer ofthoughts and
intents of mankind.

3. We believe in the Church or king-
dom as set up by the Saviour to be
sufficient for life and salvation for all
people.

Ref: Bible: I Cor. l2:28; Eph. 4:l-16;
Matt.28:18-20; Book of Mormon: III
Nephi 27:7-l l.

4. We believe that the New Testament
scriptures contain a true description of
that Church or Kingdom as cstablished
by our Saviour at Jerusalem, and that
no principle or doctrine inconsistent
therewith ought to be practiced or
respected, or any principle or doctrine
consistent therewith rejected.

5. Wc bclieve The Church of Jcsus
Chrrst in this age (in order to be
worthy of the name) must be molded
substantially and minutely after tlre
pattern Ieft us by Christ. The scnp-
tures bear witness that its ofücers
consist of apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastors a¡d teachers (all inspired)
for the work of the ministry, for tìre
perfecting ofthc saints, for the edifr-
ing ofthe body of Christ, till we all
come into the unity ofthe faith, unto
tìe measure ofthe stature of tle
fullness of Christ.

(Conl¡nued on Page 2)
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Ref: Bible: I Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:13;
Titus l:5; Book of Mormon: III Nephi
27:l-l L

6. We believe that mankind will be
punished only for their own actual
transgressions and not for the sins of
our first parents, as is clearly implied
by the Saviour in representing little
children to be heirs of tlrc Kingdom,
"Suffer the little children to come unto
mc, a¡d forbid them not: for of such is
thc kingdom of God" (Mark l0: l4).

Ref: Bible: Eph. 2:15-16; Col.2:14;1
Peter 2'.24; Isa. 53:5; Book of Mor-
mon: Alma 40:21; Mormon 9:12-13.

7. Wc bclicvc that divine inspiration
is an indispcnsable qualification for
preaching the Gospel. General infor-
mation about the world is advanta-
geous to man when properly used.
Theological education is good only
when spiritually correct; such instruc-
tion, howevcr, is not absolutely
requisite to teach the Word of God.
Furthermore, formal schooling or
practical training which fosters the
beliefthat inspiration and the gifts of
the Holy Spirit are unneccssary in the
rninistry of Christ's Gospcl is errone-
ous and hannful (See II Tim. 3),
Moreovcr, we believe in preaching the
Gospel without purse or scrip accord-
ing to the Saviour's instructions:
"freely ye have rcceived, freely give"
(Matt. l0:8). Thc languagc is of
supreme importance as containing the
full force of both Christ's authority
and example.

Reft Bible: Lukc l0:21;Gal. l:12;
Eph. 3:3; I Cor. 2.

8. We believc that all men must
obey the Gospel before they can be
savcd.

Ref: Bible: Mark l6:16; St. John 3t5;
Acts 2:38; Acts Ì0; Book of Mormon:
II Nephi 9:23-24.

9. We believo the first principle of
action requircd in the Gospel is belief

in the Lord Jesus Christ, tJre oirce
crucified and now risen Redeemer,
The second is repentance, which
signifies nothing more or less than
feeling a Godly sorrow for our sins
with a fixed determination to sin no
more. The third is baptism by
immersion in water in the name of the
Fatler, and of the Son, a¡d oftle
Holy Ghost, for the remission of sins.
The fourth is the laying-on-of-hands
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
baptism ofthe Holy Ghost.

Ref: Bible: Acts 2:38; Acts l9:2-7;
Acts 8:17; Gal.3:27: Col.2:12: I
Peter 3:21; Book of Mormon: Mosiah
l8:8-l7l III Nephi l8:36-381 Moroni
2.

10. We believe in being buried with
Christ by baptism, and planted
together in tho likcncss of His de¿th,
and raised in the likeness of His
resurrection, and that wc should walk
in newness oflife. Let not sin,
tïerefore, reign in your mortal body;
being thcn madc fiee from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness.
Therefore, yield ye yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive f¡om tlle
dead.

Ref: Bible: St. Johû 3:5; Rom. 6:3-
13;' Col 2:12; Book of Mormon: III
Nephi I l:23-27.

I l. Wc believc in tlre promises of the
Saviour as they are written in Mark
l6:15-18. "And these signs shall
follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out dovils; they shall
speak with ncw tongucs; They shall
take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover."

Ref: Bible: I Cor. l2:l-12; Book of
Mormon: Moronr 10:8-25.

12. We believe in partaking of the
Lord's Supper every first day of the
week, the b¡ead as.His body ard the
wine as His blood, in commemoration
of His dcath and His suffering,

Ref: Bible: Matt.26:26-28; Mark

14:22-24; I Cor. l:16-17; Book of
Mormon: III Ncphi l8:l-9; Moroni 

'
4th and 5th chapters.

13. Wc believe in the washing of tèet
. as an ordinance instituted by our Lord

a¡d Saviour to be observed in the
Church. We further believe it to be
our duty to attend to that ordina¡rce at
least once witlin eech threc months.

Ref: Bible: St. John l3:l-17.

14. We believe in saluting the breth-
rcn with a holy kiss.

Ref: Bible: Rom. l6-16;ICor. t6:20;II
Cor.13:12; I Thes. 5:26; I Peter 5:14.

15. We believe in the resur¡ection of
Jesus Christ as rccordcd in thc scrip-
tures, which was a victory over the
power ofdeath and a reintroduction of
the principle of continuous or eternal
cxistcncc; that this principle of contin-
uous existence was not orìly attaincd
for Himself but for all Adam's race,
the wicked as well as the righteous, by
which the former will be accountable
for their conduct during this life and
receive due punishment. Also, that the
Iatter may be duly rewarded for their
righteousness or good conduct. We
also bclieve that thc righteous that
lived previous to the days ofJesus
Christ expccted their resurrection
through, and as a direct result of,
Christ's resurrection; also, that there
was a gcncral resurrection ofthe
righteous that livcd before the days of
Christ (in the flesh) immediately
following Christ's resurrection. The
scriptures inform us, "and many
bodies oftle saints which slept
aross . . . and appeared unto many."
A few moments of reflection by a
person acquainted in a reasonable
degree with the principles of God's
divinejustice will force him to con-
clude that God could not grant this
great privilege of the resurrection to
some (at that time) and deny it to
others, who were equally worthy and
expectant, and deprive them of the
enjoyment ofthe benefrts of Christ's
resurrection until a period still beyond
our day when Christ will come again.
We believe, also, in a firture resunec-
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. tion ofthose that die after Christ,
according to the scriptures.

Ref: Bible: Matt. 27:52-54; Book of
Mormon: Alma 40; II Nephi 9:4-22;
lll Nephi 23:9-l L

16. We believe in observing all things
whatsoever the Lord has commanded
us, and on these conditions he has
promised to be with us alway, even to
the end of the world.

Ref: Biblc: Matt. 28:20; Book of
Mormon: III Ncphi 12:19-201. II
Nephi 27 :6-22 .

17. We believe there has been a gross
and widespread apostasy among men
from the true order and doctrine ofthe
early Church as set up by thc Saviour.
Few scriptural subjects are treated
more extensively in the Sacred Word,
and to make anything like a compre-
hensive statcmeùt of tle matter would
be an extensive task. We refer the
reader to several very pointed pas-
sages on thc subject.

Ref: Bible: lsa.24:5-6; Acts 20:29-
30; II Thes. 2;I^1im.4; lI Tim. 3 and
4; ll Peter 2; Book of Mormon : IV
Nephi l:24-49.

18. We believe that his apostasy from
the true Gospel was so widespread,
complete and general, that man
himself was utterly unable to provide
a remedy, and we recognize all efforts
of reformation as utter failuros to
reproduce even a faint resemblance of
the duties and privileges of the ancient
saints or the order and excellence of
the ancient Church as established by
the Saviour. We will further state that
we know ofno scripture that in the
least degree intimates that a reforma-
tion ofthc Gospel and Church of
Christ ever would take place from the
aforesaid apostate condition. The
scriptures, however, do foretell a
rcstoration ofthe Gospel ofJesus
lhrist in the latter ages of time, in tle
hour of God's judgments. "Ard I saw
another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to cvery nation, and

kindred, and tongue, and people,
Saying witlr a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for tle hour of
his judgment is come: and worship
him that made heaven, and earth, and
tle sea, and the fountains ofwaters."
We should all remember that in the
time of John, there is no doubt ofthe
true Gospel then existing, and that he
saw in visions occurrences of future
times. It neccssarily follows, then,
that this scripture foretells tle restora-
tion of t}e Gospel by an angel, calling
back mankind from erroneous religion
to the worship of the true God and
amouncing ûe hour of God's judg-
ments, reminding people that worship
a God without body, parts or passions
of tlre necessity ofcontrasting him
witl that God, who is the autlor of
this vast cre¿tion. The next angel that
John mentions declares that Babylon
is fallcn a¡d thcrcby clcarly locating
the period ofthese occurrencos.

Ref: Bible: Rev. 14:6-7.

19. We believe that tlre fullness of the
Gospel will soon be taken from the
Gentiles bec¿use oftheir iniquity; and
they will be punished for theìr disobe-
diencc. Moreover, God will remem-
ber His covena¡ts to the House of
Israel and bring them to a knowledgc
ofthe fullncss of tle Gospel.

Ref: Book of Mormon: III Ncphi
l6: l0-l l.

A. We believe in the restoration
oflsrael as it is spoken ofby the
prophets; and that God will use man
as His instrument for its accomplish-
ment in this age, as He did in ages
past. We believe, also, that in order
to bring about theso events, God must
and will reveal His will to man as He
did in days of old (Bible: Ezek. 34: I l-
16; Book of Mormon: III Nephi 20;
III Nephi 2114-21).

B. We believe that God will
employ this Church for that purpose.
"Hcar thc word of the tord, O ye
nations, and declare it in tìe isles afar
off, and say, He that scattered Israel
will gather him, and keep him, as a
shepherd doth his flock" (Jer. 3 l: l0).

"Behold, I will send for many fishers,
saith the Lord, and tley shall fish
them; and after will I send for many
hunters, and they shall hunt them
from every mountain, and from every
hill, and out ofthe holes ofthe rocks"
(Jer. 16:16).

C. We believo, also, that blind-
ness in part is happened unto Israel
until the firllness of the Gentiles be
come in; and so all Israel shall be
saved, as it is written, "There shall
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and
shall tum away ungodliness from
Jacob" (Rom. I | :25 -26).

D. Wc bclicvc that thc aborigi-
nes, or India¡s, upon this hemisphere
arc a part of Israel, dcscendalts of
Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of
Joseph, and that this land of America
is theirs by an original God-given
right. Also, that it is the land referred
to by Jacob as a land given of God to
Jacob a¡d of Jacob to Joseph. Also,
that it is the land refered to by Moses
when blessing the children of Israel
bsfors his departure fiom them, as thc
land ofJoseph. It is the la¡d referrcd
to by Ezekicl and lsaiah. In short, it
is the land of restored Israel, where
the "little stone of Da¡iel" will smite
the image at the fect and bring about
the wonderful results by him de-
scribed (Bible: Gen. 49:22-26; Deu.
33:13-17; Ezek.37:25; Isa. 33:17 -21;
Dar:,.2:34-35).

20. We believe tho Word of God,
wherein He says, "I have w¡itten to
him (Ephraim) the great things of my
law, but they were counted as a
strange thing." We also believe that
the Book of Mormon is that strange
thing, or the great things of God's law
to Ephraim; also, that it contains a
true record ofthe Gospel of Ch¡ist as
given to the tribe of Joseph by Christ,
in person, after His resurrection,
whom He recognized as the sheep of
whom He spake that had to hear His
voice and become one fold and have
one shepherd.

Ref: Bible: Hosea 8:12; St. John

(Conlinued on Page 10)
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A messa[e
from fhe"
$evenfy

Trip to Guatemala

By Evangelisl Paul Ciott¡, Sr.
Vi ce-C hai rman, Gua le ma lã Com mi Íîee

It has been six years since I first
traveled to The Church ofJesus
Christ's Mission in Guatemala. After
many visits there, another was planned,
and I departed last November 24,
1999. An added blessing for me was
that Evangelists Phil Jackson, Chair-
man of the Missionary Operating
Committee, a¡d Paul Liberto, Chair-
man of the Americas Missionary
Opcrating Committce, would arrivc on
November 26. We were housed by our
missionary family, Elder Luis and
Sister Darlene Marroquin and their
children.

Recently, the Guatcmala Commit-
tee approved the movc of the mecting
placc to a facility in a better location in
the city. It is a larger building, with
two floors which will permit additional
activities to be held. This will encour-
age the members and prescnt opportu-
nities to invite the neighborhood to
Church functions. Many of thc
neighbors have already expressed a
desire to attend services. Brothers
Jackson and Liberto, after viewing the
facility and locality, stated they were
pleased with the action taken which
they felt would benefit the work.

OWNER COOPERATIVE, RNCEPTIVË

The owncr ofthe building, Edgar
Vega, has been very cooperative with
Brother.Luis by reducing the rent to
the same level as ofthe previous
facility. He also is permitting improve-
ments to the building to bcnefit thc

mission. Mr. Vega is a very educated
person who has held a number of
govemment positions, including
Secretary ofEducation. As al Econo-
mist. hc has traveled throughout
Guatemala.

Edgar and his wife, Wilma, joined
us for dinner at the Marroquin resi-
dencc. Hc shared with us that hc is
currently suffering from cancer; but he
believes God can heal him. He related
several experiences he received which
he believes are from God. In oneof
them (actually a series offour separate
dreams in one night), he was visited by
a very tall man who told him not to
worry-that he was not going to die.
The man said he would give him two
shots for his problems and also placed
him in a frame ofprotection.

Mr. Vega told us this affliction
has tumed his heart to God and fcels
God has a special purpose for his life.
Before he left for tle evening, we
a¡ointed him, calling on God to heål
him and to open his eyes to give him
understaading ofthe Gospel. He and
his wife attcndcd our Sunday servicc
and enjoyed themsclvcs immensely.
'I'hey both testified they have never
experienced a service as ours and hope
someday to be a part of the congrega-
tion.

HOME VISTTS

ìùy'e made many visits to the
homes ofthe members and ftiends of
the Church. Upon entering the home
of Martha Ramirez, who is not yet
baptized, she said she recognized
Brother Jackson from a dream she had
received a good while ago. Our trust is
she and her husband will be baptized
soon. We anointed her mother,

Victoria, who had fallen and had
surgery on her knee. She testified to uC

the next day she could now bend her
knee and had much more strengtlì in
her leg.

It was a blessing for us to moet
with Brother Carlos Marroquin, who
was baptized one year ago, as we felt
the calling of God upon him to be
ordained a Deacon. The brothers of
the Ministry all agreed to this calling,
as the Holy Spirit bore witness, and it
was decided to ordain him during the
Sunday service.

SUNDAY SER\IICE

There was an air ofexcitement at
the Sunday meeting, November 28.
With morc than seventy people in
attendance, songs were sung to the
honor of God and the Gospel of Christ
was preached by Brothers Jackson,
Liberlo, Ciotti, and Luis Marroquin.
A teenage group sang several songs
which they had preparcd for the
service. Tbe songs were sung in both
Spanish and English, and they sounded'
like angels singing.

The duties of a Dei¡con were
cxplaincd to the group in prcparing to
ordain Brother Carlos. His feet were
washcd by Brothcr Lorcnzo Subujuy,
and he was ordained by Brother Ciotti.
The gift oftongues was manifested and
the interpretation was given to Sister
Ana Subujuy, as follows: "I will lift
my people, and, one by one, I will use
them." This was stated twice. How
marvelous is our God who confrms
His divine will in the Iives of His
followers!

Aftcr tlre service, a meal was
scrved and the Ministry had the
privilege to pray fór maly people,
including some who had attended at
our Church for the first time. They
were touched by the Spirit of God and
are looking for direction in their lives.

My retum home was on tle 29th,
with Brothers Jackson a¡d Liberto
retuming on December 1. It was a
greât blessing to travel throughout the
city of Guatemala with my brothers
and to share the Restored Gospel with
people. The joy in anointing the sick,

(Conlinue on Page 11)
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Editorial Víewpoint

When you studied geography, what did you think when you read about and saw pictures ofareås
like the Mojave Desert or Sahara Descrt? Did you ask yourself ary questions? Questions
like: How can someone live there? What happened to the watcr? How can a placc be so barren
and void oflife?

These deserts are large, vast places on the globe. They are barriers to life. They lack the
essentials oflife. There is little ifany vegetation, flowers orfiuit. Therc is an occasional oasis.
Will such a place ever come alive? Can such a place ever come alive? Whatgood can ever come
out ofsuch a lifeless and banen place?

The scriptures also depict a large area that was barren and void oflifc. In the 37th chapter of
Ezekiel, we read ofsuch a place. It was secn in a vision and although it describes the condition
oflsrael, in essence it also graphically describes a pcrson or people, any people, who do not
have the Lord in their life or lives. It is referrcd to as "the valley ofdry bones." The bones are
describcd as very dry.

The question is asked, "Can these bones live?" The a¡swer was, "O Lord God, thou knowest."
Yes, the Lord knows and the Lord can do all t-hings? The Lord can heal t}re sinner. The Lord
ca¡r raise the dead, whether from a natural death or spiritual wasteland. As you rcad this
scripture a¡d read the living words of the prophet as givcn by God, you ca¡r visualize life
entering these very dry bones. The bones came together, sinew and flesh came upon them, skin
coveredthem and then breath came into them. As breatl came intothem,they lived! They stood
on their feet and became a great army!

The Word of God thât reaches a receptive ear will cause a sinnor to repent. The Word of God
will cause dry bones to come alive, provided they reach a hcart open to Jesus Christ. A sinner
who rcpcnts will no longer be a valley ofdry bones. A repentånt person no longer is dry bones

but a lush valley ofgreen pastu res, flowers, fru it and water! A repentantsoulis one who decides

to serve the Lord, brings forth life, treasures and values life and brings the messagc of the
Rcstored Gospel to oúers so they may enjoy tÏe same blessed and spiritual benefits.

Imagine what you were like, what your life was like before you met the Master. Can you rccall
your wayrrard ways, your sinful past and misdeeds of life? Do you imagine thc past, prior to
meeting tle Saviour, as a barren wasteland? Without the Lord in our lives, we all would be
living in a barren wastcland, We would be a barren wasteland.

Ezekiel3T 14 states, "And shall put my spirit in you and ye shall live . . , " Since our baptism
into The Church ofJesus Christ, we are alive! We are no longer dry bones. As a result ofbeing
baptized ald receiving the Holy Ghost, we are now a living soul in Christ Jesus. Our soul has

comc alivel It lives!

We nowthink differently. We now act diffcrently. We now talk diffcrently. Where once there
may have been a roaring lion, there is now a lamb. Wlrere there was hate, now thçre is love-
The spirits ofrevenge, deceit, selfishness, pride, hypocrisy, jealousy and lying are gone. They
are replaced bythe Spirit ofGod, theHoly Spirit, whichmanifests itselfin love,joy, peace,long
suffcring, gentleness, goodness, meekn€ss, temperance, humility and mercy. Whereoncethere
was a proud heart, there is noüi a broken he¿rt. Where once there was a proud and sinfirl spirit,
tlere is now a contrite spirit. This is conversion ofthesoul. This brings salvation of the soul
ifone endures to the end.

Look at what happened to Enos. He went looking for the natural but found thc spiritual. He
remembered the teachings of his wonderful father, Jacob. When he was moved by the Spirit
ofGod, thcjoy ofthe saints sunk deep into his heart. He prayed all day and all night until his
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sister Janct Steinrock

Peace Through the
Power of Prayer

Dear Boys and Girls,

How much peace is in your life?
What do you do when things arc going
bad in your life? What if your family
has a terrible problem, or you have a
problem that you are afraid to tell
people about? What ifyour parents
are fighting or your grandma is sick or
someone at school is hateful a¡d mean
to you? Where do you get your peace?

Do you know that the Bible and
Book of Mormon are full of true
stories about people going through
terrible timos who still found peace and
safcty? In the Bible, Hadassah's
mother and father had dred, She was
being raised by her older cousin,
Mordecai, who loved her dearly. But
when the King over that part of the
world was looking for a new wife, his
ofücers spotted this bcautiful Jewish
girl. She was picked to leave her home
and her friends and go livc in a palace
surrounded by jealous girls who all
hoped they would be picked as the
King's wife, Everything was different.
Even her name was changed from
Hadassah to Estber-

Once she was there in the King's
harem, she was not allowed to speak or
meet with ¿ìny man, including hcr
family. Mordecai would come and sit
in the gate area of the palace. She
could look out the palace windows and
see him. But, there were no telephones
so she could only send a written
message back and forth. Seven servant
girls were brought in to take care of all
her needs. Can you imagine trying to
get along with, or even be in control of
soven straxgers who kncw better tha¡r

you how things were done in the new
place? For one year she had to go
through a process ofeating certain
foods and bcing passed on spccial
purif,.,ing tests. She was su¡rounded
by rich, powerÂrl, ungodly people all
waiting to see who the next queen
would be.

Esther was not allowed to openly
practice her religion. She had lost all
ofher friends a¡d fÍeedom but she had
not lost her God or peace. By the time
thc year had passed in training, Esther
was called in to meet the King. He
chose her over all the young women.
She was the next quecn. Can you
imagine how much she and Mordecai
had prayed? Can you imagine the big,
lonely job she had now, surrounded by
people who would pretend to like hor
because she was important? Can you
think how hard it would be to always
be watched? How would it be to have
a husband who somctimes didn't see
you for a month at a time? And to
ncver havc any real privacy except in
your own mind?

But Mordecai had raised Esther
wcll. When trouble came and an evil
man named Haman made up a plot to
kill all the Jewish people in the land,
shc was faithful. She told Mordccai to
ask all the believers to join her and fast
and pray for three days. She would
tìen break the palace laws arìd inter-
rupt the king to ask him to talk with
her. She prayed God would show her
what to say to save her people. She
also prayed that the king would not be
angry at her and tum her away.

They fastcd to savc their ìives. At
the end of three days, she prepared a
perfect feast for the king. Then she put
on her beautifi¡|, royal clothes and

went into his meeting. He was pleased
to see her and gave her permission to
enter. When he asked her what she
wanted, she asked him to come and eåt
with her and to bring Haman. The
king agreed.

At the feast he again asked her
what she wanted a¡d said, he would
give her halfofhis kingdom if she
wâxted it, Esther replied that she
wanted him to come again to a feast
the next day and she would tell him
what she wanted. The King and
Haman camc. And Esthcr told him
about Hama.n's secret hatred of the
Jewish people, and his plan to have
thcm all killed. Thc King was furious.
He changcd the law to protect the
Jewish people and he had Haman put
to death instead. Then he also remem-
bered the good Mordecai, and gave him
power to help run the country.

Esther's months and months of
lonelincss and sorrow changed. Her
peâce was back; her family and fricnds
were saved from being murdered. And
now she would openly practice her
religion . Thc days and days of hiding
her beliefs in her heart were now over.
From this story we are reminded that
many timcs God has a bigger plan in

(cont¡nued on Page 1l)
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Ladies' Circle Prepares
for 80th Anniversary

By Sister Karen Progar

It's always a blessing to meet
with the sisters of tle Circle. Such
was the case on October 10, 1999, as
we convened in the Greensburg,
Pennsylvania Branch of The Church of
Jesus Christ. All Area Circles had
rcprescntatioù at our mccting.

It is also pleasantly suçrising to
see the amount ofmoney our member-
ship is able to raise in a six-month tirne
period. Equally astounding is the
number of members who perform this
work. This conference reached its goal
ofproviding sewing machines to thc
Pinctop a.nd Whitc Rivcr Rcservations
through tho six-month special project
collections. The General Circle's new
special project is the work in Peru.
Let's gct behind this as we have
outstandingly supported our past goals.
The American India¡ work received
$2,649.00. In addition, $2,054.00 was
divided equally among the works in
India, Italy, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya ald
the Missionary Foundation New Works,

The first order of new business
was our election of officcrs. The
majority of officers were retained with
Sisters Arline Whitton, President, and
Lorraine DeMercurio, Vice President
who will continue to lead our organiza-
tion. Sister Judy Coppa was elected
Assistânt Secretary and Sister Susanna
King replaces Sister Pierina DiFalco as
our Card Sender, It is uplifting and a
blessing to those individuals who are
the recipients ofthc cards scnt. Thc
General Circle extends its gratitude to
Sister Pierina for her years ofdiligent
service.

As a means of introducing the
work of the Circle to new mcmbers and
visitors, three sisters have been chosen
to create a Welcome Brochure; namely,
AIicia Draskovich, Susan Moraco, and
Rebecca Rogolino. The officers will
rcview the documcnt prior to submis-
sion to the General Church for ap-
proval and publication.

Thc ycar 2000 marks the 80th
anniversary ofthe Ladies' Uplift
Circle. Our organization was foundcd
in Monongahela, Pennsylvaria and that
site has been chosen to host our
anniversary conference. Make plars
now to attcnd thc Àpril 29th mccting.
The sistcrs of the Penn-Mid Atlantic
Area Circle will be providing accom-
modations for the event a¡d would love
to have a complete representation of
our General Circle in attendance. This

will bc a time to recognize the achieve-
ments of our home Circles. Make your
decision now to be a part ofthe
weekend. This is an exciting time for
thc sisters ofthe Church.

Eighty Years Ago

Eighty years ago they said thcy'd find
their way together,

true companions ofthe heart.
In fair a¡d stormy weather

they said thcy'd hclp cach other out
and cheer each other on,

they said they'd be each other's
strength to always lean upon,

And everything they said they'd do so

Iong ago they've done.

This is truly a wonderfrrl mile-
stono for the General Ladies' Uplift
Ci¡cle ofThe Church ofJesus Christ-
a day that brings admiration a¡d warm
congratulations to the ladics and sislers
throughout The Church ofJesus
Christ.

May you have all the joy that
your hearts can possibly hold when we
gathcr together in the "Flower Garden
oftbe Lord" to receive His blessings.

Come join us for the General
Ladies' Uplift Circle 8Oth Anniversary
Conference, Apríl 29, 2000, in Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania.

ryÅ

Missionory
Benevolent
Associolion

Eight Find
"Victory in Jesus"

By Sister Karen L. Progar

We all celebrate the victories
which we have in Jcsus, including the
Pen¡-Mid Atlantic Area MBA which
held its Annuaì Campout at Antiochial
Village in Ligonier, Pennsylvania the
wcekend of September l7-19, 1999.

Friday evening's service was
opened by our Area President, Brother
Larry Ali, who welcomed us to the
camp- Brother John Ali thcn spoke to
us ofthc importance ofbeing in one
accord in order to be victorious, as the
disciples were in thc upper room. The
balance of Fnday evening was spent in
fellowship, as we enjoyed a snack and
visiting with one anothcr.

Children's chapel was handled by
Brother Chuck Kogler. Adult chapel
scrvices were begun by Brother Bruce
Picciuto who sang, We Have An
Anchor. ln additìon to many MBA
members from thc Penn-Mid Atlantic
Area, we were pleased to have a
number ofvisitors from other areas

attend our campout. Brother Joel
Gehly from thc Eric, Pcnnsylvania
Branch opened our chapel service
choosing scriptures from the 5th and
6th chapters ofJoshua as the basis of
his sermon. He reminded us that all
participated and had a role in the battle
ofJcricho. He then shared a victory
for the Church which took placc in
Kenya last fall when there was a
devastating outbreak of malaria. The
loss was so devastating that three
hundred people in one town died. A
missionary from another religion
approached one oftle members ofour
ministry stating that he warted to meet

(Cont¡nued on Page 8)
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Fasting and Prayer

By Jessica Nowells,
Age 14, Mid-Geolgia Mission

To fast, means to abstain or not to
e¿t at all. To pray means to basically
address a problem or something to
God. In the paragiaph below, is an
answered praycr.

Brother Daniel Nowells has a ma¡r
that he works with named Henry Scott.
Well, Henry was very sick. He was so
sick, he could hardly get out ofthe bed.
Brother Daniel asked him would he
like ar Elder to come a¡d anoint him.
He said surc. Hc would rcally apprcci-

ate it. So an Elder a¡ointed him
Then that Wednesday, we had

fasting and prayer. Our main concem
was Henry. Well, just to show you
how God works, rÏat Sunday, Henry
came to our Church to testiô/ what
God did for him. For making him well
again. Now he's back to himself.

Anodrer example of somebody
fasting is in Acts lOth chapter thirtieth
verse. It says: And Cornelius said
"Four days ago I was fasting until this
hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in
my house, and, behold, a man stood
before me in bright clothing-" Acts
l0:3 l, And said Comclius. "Thy
prayer is heard, and tìine alms are had
in remembrance in the sight of God."
So that leads me to one conclusion, if
you fast and pray ard actually mean
every word you say, your prayers will
be answered. You think Hc is not
listcning because He does not answer

you right away, but He does listen.
Sometimes it takes a while but He ìvill i
ansrver you in His own time.

Then sometimes when you fa-st

and pray, you are blcssed just like in
Matthew l5:32. Then Jcsus c¿lled his
disciples unto him and said, "I have
compassion on the multitude, because
they continue now with me tì"ree days,
and have nothing to e¿t: And I will not
send them away fasting, lest they faint
in the way."

God can do anything. He can
move a mountain. Just like in this
story, the disciples went into the
wildemess with seven loaves of bread
and a few fish. So they prayed and
God doublcd it, So ifyou ask and
have faith in what you're asking, you
will receive, but remember one thing;
only ask ifyou really need it. Don't
askjust because you wa¡t it, It does
not work that way.

Victory in Jesus
Continued from Page 7

someone from the Church where the
peoplc didn't dic during this tcrriblc
occurrence. Brothcr Joel uscd this
story as an examplc of the victories
which we see today.

Seminars took a differcnt twist.
Brother Tony Ricci, Adult Seminar
Lcader, advised us that during our
seminar sessions, we would have the
opportunity to leam about four things
required to be victorious.

Motivation (Brothers Paul Ciotti, Sr.
a¡d Brother Dennis Ricci)

Equipment (Brother Paul J. Ciotti, Jr.)
Game Plan (Brother Paul A. Palmieri

and Brother David Deluca)
Attitude (Apostle Paul Palmieri)

In our MEGA scminars, adults
were not separated (as we traditionally
are) by age. Instead our groups were
determined by the color ofschedule left
in our rooms by the canp staff.
Another difference was that the grouÞs
did not move abòut among different
seminar leade¡s. The seminar leaders
moved from room to room as they

taught us to be victorious. Seminar
time passed quickly and the format
secmcd to be enjoyable to all, except
maybe those brothers who appearcd
perhaps a bit windod at the end ofthe
moming.

Day Care was handled by Sister
Connie Frankenberry. Children's
seminars were taught by Sister Tonia
Monaghan. The preteen's instructors
were Brother Eric Yoder and Richard
Nath. The teenage group was taught
by Brothers Jason Monaghan and
Bruce Picciuto. Young adults also had
their own class lead by Brotlrers John
M. D'Antonio and Richard Scaglione,
Jr.

The aftemoon was filled with the
traditional crafÌs for both adults and
children, as well as sports which werc
enjoyed particularly by those over
thirty since they were the big winners
of the football game.

That evening, Brother Larry Ali
inquired as to the status of our Attitude
a¡d if we were Motivated with a good
Game PIan, knowing that we had the
Equipment necessary to bc victorious.
The preschool group began thc mceting
with a song, victory checr and singing
Victory in Jesus for the congregation.

Area Chaplain, Brother Pete Gimnetti,
Jr., commented that while he has nevcr
secn the Lord, he has seen tle Lord
upon the faces ofthe congregation as,
Viclory in Jesus was sung. Brother
Ralph Cartino, Jr. and Sister Deanna
Nuzzi from the Ohio Midwest Area
sang, llhen I'm Humblcd Down.

Our speaker, Brother David
Del-uca rcminisced on tle first time
groups began using this facility for our
Church functions. He mentioned
various MBA, GMBA, Local a¡d
Ladies' Circle activities which have
taken place here. He told us that the
scriptures will lead us to victory. In
I Corinthians l5:54-58, we are re-
minded that the corruptible must put on
incomrption and this mortal shall put
on immorølity. Death is swallowed up
in victory, a victory through our Lord,
Jesus Christ. He told us that we must
be steadfast and immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, so

that our labor is not in vain. The Bible
a¡d the Book of Mormon lead us to
that victory.

Brothcr John Mark D'Antonio
shared that he is unable to sleep before
hc has a responsibility to perform for
the Church. He stated that he feels
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strongly about any tåsk that he has to
do and that we should always take our
responsibilities seriously.

GMBA President, Brother Paul
Aaron Palmicri concluded the
evening's preaching by telling us t¡at
wc must claim the victory won by
Jesus and that we should set our sites
on the Son of God so that the Lord will
know us as He knew Nephi in the Book
of Helaman when He acknowledged
him by name. The young people were
then afforded the opportunity to testiry,
after which Apostle lke Smith offered a
special prayer for them.

At the close of the meeting,
several asked for special prayer and the
word ofthe Lord came forth. "I do not
call to your ear, but I call to your
heart, thus saith the Lord." Eight
young people asked for their baptisms
this evening; Christophcr Gehly, Re-
becca Hemmings, Kristine Henderson,
Jercmy and Joshua Nicklow, Laurel
Cherry, Amanda Scaglione and Brad-
ley Kurowsky. Apostle Paul Palmien
offered a prayer ofthanksgiving to
close tfie service.

Sunday moming, after breakfast,
we gathercd at thc laÌe to witness thc
baptisms of Rebccca Hemmings and
Christophcr Stcele Gehly. Both were
baptized by Brothor Arthur Gchly. We
appropriately began our Sunday
meeting with, l1s lVell ll'ith My Soul,
after which the confirmations took
placc, Christopher was confirmed by
B¡other Jocl Gehly and Rebecca by
Brother Ike Smith.

All thosc who askcd for thcir
baptisms were afforded the opportunity
to testiô/. Five would be baptized later
that evening at the Monongahela
Branch and one was retuming to the
Great Lakes Area to share the event
with her family and the brothers and
sisters ofher b¡anch.

Apostle Paul Palmicri concluded
our weekend with a reminder to lift the
name of Jesus in our lives a¡d let the
Lord shine through us. Hc looks
forward to the day when we see the
Lord personally and can thank Him.

Brother Patrick Monagha.n, Area
MBA Vice President, thanl<ed everyone
for their efforts ard the Lord for being
with us. Sister Linda Ali, Camp
Dircctor, thanked all her committces

who worked so hard to make the
weckend a success, We closed by
singìng, Yictory ln J¿sas, which we
surely all experienced this weekend.

The Righteous Need
Not Fear

By Sister Kay Vitto

While I stood in the grass, with the tall
trecs all around me,

I was cnveloped with the sound of
God's anger, this I could see.

I witnessed a bit of His powcç and I
sensed His omnipotent hand,

As the winds blew and the dark clouds
rolled ever so close to the sand.

A storm was approaching, as the thick
clouds dcscended closcr to tìe ground,

The whirling, bustling and thundering,
what an ominous sound.

I was enveloped with the knowledge,
this was a taste of God's fury,

As I looked around, I sensed the fe¿r of
many peoplc being in a hurry.

I knew within my heart, this was just a
lasto of what "could have been,"

The wrath of God towards mankind,
that has tumed to sin.

There were people scurrying around,
wondering ifdestruction was near,

In my heart I heard that still small
voice, "The righteous need not fear."

Note of Thanl<s

I want to thank you for your love,
thoughtfu lness, understanding and
caring as a result of the recent passing
of my wife Sharon. Your prayers,
telephone calls, and cards have been a
great source of strengtl and comfort to
me during this most difficult time.
Your kind expressions of sympathy
and love wrll always be romembered. I

ask that you please continue to remem-
ber me in your prayers.

Love in Christ,
Brother Gary Vitto
Branch #1, Chesterfield, MI

***+***

Dear Brothe rs and Sisters,

We extend our sincere tha¡ks and
deepest appreciation to each ofyou for
your expression of sympat¡y ând
kindness during Brother Alma Nolfi's
recent illness and passing. Your
prayers have interccded in our behalf.
Jesus Christ has lightened our sorrow
with sweet memories ofyears gone by
and the knowledge that Brother Alma's
soul now abides in paradise. Please
continue to remembcr us in your
prayers during our bcreavement. May
the Lord richly bless you.

Sister Mary Nolfi ard family

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Cihomsky, Wally, Marie, Steven
8843 E. Avenido Las Noches
Gold Canyon, AZ 85219
480-671-7 t73

Landrey, Austin and Nicole
616 S. I lOth Place
Mesa, AZ 85208
480-354-7454

Melnikov, Kaúrarine
10201 N. 44thDrive #2002
Glendale, AZ 85302
623-837-5337

Monaghan, Jason
Noble Vista II #406
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-836-5343

Nicklow, Robel Jr., Chris, Joshua,
Jeremy

177 Fisher Avenue
Monongahela, PA 15063
724-2s8-7392

(Continued on Page 10)
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Directory Update
Conlinued from Page I

Austin, Joseph
6-5 Pearl Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
4t2-886-9689

Bcnyola, Ray and Flo
35099 Persimmon
Yucaipa, CA 92399

Bromberg, Michacl
20232 Dar¡iettz Dr .

Diamond Bar, CA 9 t789

Coppa, Mark and Susan
47477 G¡eenwích Dr.
Novi, MI 48374

D'Orazio, Tom and Amy
128 Heatherglen Dr.
Coppell, TX 75019
972-745-3525

D'Orazio, John a¡d Linda
1244 Beva¡ Dr.
Sebastian, FL 32958
56t-589-7096

Greensburg, PA Branch
724-837 -1452

Faith and Doctrine
Continued from Page 3

i0:16; Book of Mormon: III Nephi
15:16-24; III Nephi l6:l-3.

21. We believc that the Book of
Mormon is tìe book spoken of by the
Prophet Isaiah, and also the book that
Ezekiel refers to in his book as the
stick ofJoseph in the hand ofEphraim

Ref: Bible: lsa. 29 ; Ezek. 37 :16-19
Book of Mormon: II Nephi 27:6-22; II
Nephi 29:6-8.

22. We would just stato, that tÏe Book
of Mormon has been shamefully
misrepresented, and we desire every
lover oftruth to read it for themselves,
as thcy cannot afford to rely on com-
mon report concerning any matter

connected with their soul's salvation.
We hereby assure all men tlrat it
teaches nothing contrary to purity and
sound doctrine a¡d is a history of the
dealings of God with the aborigines of
this land. It also contains a vast
amount of prophetic matter of unlim-
ited importance bearing upon the
future, It is impossible for lovers of
truth and virtue, who are reasonably
free fÍom prejudice, to carefully peruse
its contents without experiencing
delight and satisfaction; or for persons
wbo are soaked in greed, hypocrisy and
sensuality to read this book without
being maddened by its stinging re-
proaches of their character a¡d con-
duct. It affords cold comfort for
polygamists or bigamists. Jacob, thc
ancicnt prophct ofthc lord of this
la¡d, writes as follows: 'Wherefore, I
the Lord God will not suffer that this
people shall do like unto them of old
(meaning David and Solomon with
their many wives). Wherefore, my
brethren, hear me, and hearken to lie
word ofthe Lord: For there shall not
any man among you have save it be
one wife; and concubines he shall have
none; For I, the Lord God, delight in
tlre chastity of women. And whore-
doms arc a¡ abomination bcfore mc;
tlus saith the f,ord of Hosts." This is
not the only instance, by any means,
where polgamy is condemned in the
Book of Mormon. The Almighty
comma¡ded Lehi, when He brought
him to this land, positively against the
practice of polygamy. Old King Noah
was condemned by Abinadi for the
same offcnse. fuplakish is also
condemned in the Bmk of Ether for the
same abomination. Therefore, we
believe that a man shall have only one
wife and a woman but one husba¡d,
and base our faith especially upon the
Book of Mormon in this particular.

Ref: Book of Mormon'. Jacob 2:23-28;
Mosiah I l; Ether l0:5.

23. We believe in the fulfillment a¡d
ultimate establishment of tlre Kingdom
of God on the e¡rth while men are still
in tlle flesh. We refer to this period of
time as the Peacefirl Reign, which shall
precede the Millennium, or Thousand
Years with Christ.

Ref: Biblet Isa.2:l-5; Isa.35; Isa.
5l:3; lsa. 55; Isa.65:18-25; Hosea (

2:18-19; Job 5:22-25; Êzek. 34: 25-26;
Book of Mormon: I Nephi 22:4-281 III
Nephi 20:22; III Nepfrt 2l:23-29
Ether 13:4-12.

24. Wc believe in the second coming
ofChrist; that He shall appear in glory
at the end of the world, which tal<es
place immediately following the
conclusion of the Peaceful Reign, At
this timc, he will wed His Bride (the
Church) to gather unto Himself all the
righteous to dwell with Him for a
thousand years (the Millerurium), and
then for all etemity.

Ref: Bible: Matf.24:3642; Luke 17

23-27; Acts I : I l; I Thes. 4: 17; Rev.
l9:7-9; Acts 3:20-21; Book of Mor-
mon: III Nephi 28:7-8.

25. We believe in continuous divine
rcvclation. Such rcvclations arc
consistent with the holy scriptures.
The Lord reveals Himself through the
Holy Ghost in dreams, visions, signs,
gifu, and His Word. God speaks
when, where, and tkough whomever
He chooses.

Ref: Bible: I Cor. l2:3-11; loel2:28;
Book of Mormon: Alma 9:21; II Nephi
26: l3; II Nephi 29; Moroni 10:8-24;
Mormon 9:7-8.

26. We believe that marìage between
man and woma¡ is a holy institution.
"Thereforc shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh"
(Gen. Z:24). We believe tlat a man
shall have one wife and a wife but one
husba¡d, except when death takes one
of tlre parties, in which case the
survivor is at liberty to remarry.

Finally, whatsoever things are true,
honest, just, pure, lovely and ofgood
report; and everything virtuous,
praiseworthy and upright, we scek
after, looking forward to the recom-
pense of reward.

Ref: Bible : Phil. 4:8

(Ihe above is the Faith and
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Doclrine ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ, headEørtered in Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania, We are an
enlirely distinct and separate church,
vtilhoul al|ìliãtions to qny other
church or groups of thc restoratìon
movement; nor are we aff liated with
any olher religiotts group ofpeople or
church, regardless of the¡r denomina-
lion-Edilor's note.)

Message from the Seventy
Cont¡nued from Page 4

praying for the needy, ard giving
counsel to the troubled is unspeakable
for which we give praise to our Lord,
Jesus Christ, who has called us into thc
great work of the Lord.

Brother Liberto reminded us ofa¡
experience given more than twelve
years ago in which it was shown that,
through the work ofthc Church in
Guatemala, the Gospel will go to all
Central America. We live with this
hope and want to thank tle member-
ship ofThe Church ofJesus Christ for
their prayers and financial support
which have sust¿incd the Church in
Guatcmala.

The brothers and sisters ofthe
Guatemala Mission cxtend ûeir love to
the General Church and branches and
missions throughout the world.

Editorial Viewpoint
Cont¡nued from Page 5

prayer reached the heavens. The dry
bones of Enos bcgan to comc alive in
Jesus Christ. Enos struggled and
wrestled before God and then it hap-
pened. Finally, after his struggle,
Enos' sins were forgiven. No sooner
than his sins were forgiven, now tle
spirit of love fell on him, He begm to
have a desire for the wclfarc of his
brethren. What did he do? He poured
out his soul in prayer to God for the
welfare ofhis brethren, the Nephites
a¡d also tle Lamanites. What a
cbange! Dry bones became bones full
of life!

There are many other cxamples in

the scriptures and in today's Church of
those who were dry bones but now
alive in Jesus Christ- Where are tlrey
you ask? Look around you. They are
in your family. They are in your
respective branchcs. Maly wonderfu I
and marvelous brothers and sisters
who oncc were simers, in the valley of
dry bones, now they arc alive in the
Lord. Look at them. Notice rhe spirit
they carry. Notice tleir walk and their
talk, Notice the humility and broken
he¿rt and contrite spirit. Did these
brotlers a¡d sisters do that on their
own? No, they did not. They allowed
themselves to be breathcd on by the
Lord a¡d He changed them. He resur-
rected them from sin and dc¿th into the
newness oflife, The Lord changed
their lives for the better. Many were
rcbuked by their own family and
friends. Were they deterred? No, they
wcre not deterred or discouragcd.
They persevered, pressed on, lct the
Lord have His way with them and
became saints to the Most High God.
They were callcd out ofthe "valley of
dry boncs" into a lifc with Christ.
How about you?

Children's Comer
Continued from Page 6

store for us. Sometimes we must
suffer and pray for many, many weeks
before we have peace. Sometimes
when we are really scared, we need to
tell others so that they will pray for us
also. Thcre is mighty power in praying
and many times, we will find answers
and peace when we fast and also pray.

As you each grow older you will
find out that many times someone will
be hurting and you are powerless to
change things. But God is never
powerless. And Jesus is named the
Prince ofPe¿ce. You can pray and
Jesus can work miracles in the other
peoples'lives. There is much power
and peacc in prayer. Start practicing
now. The next thing you are worried
about, pray about it. The Book of
Mormon tells us to pray ovcr our
flocks and fields (placcs ofwork), our
families, servants þeople who teach us
and help us ) ard over ever¡,thing we

need or carc about, You can havc
peace. Trust in God, put your troubles
in His carc. Over ald over, seek pcace

With care, your friend,
Sister Ja¡

Ordinations

Brother Troy Tatc was ordained a
Deacon on May 30, 1999, in thc
Lorain, Ohio Branch. FIis feet were
washed by Brother Nephi DeMercurio
a¡d he was ordained by Brother Tony
Calabresc.

Sister Carla Naro-King was
ordained a Deaconess on May 30, 1999
in the Lorain, Ohio Branch. Her feet
were washed by Sister Vera Naro and
shc was ordained by Brother Mark Naro,

Brother Greg Davis was ordained
a Deacon on May 30, 1999 in the Lorain,
Ohio Branch. His feet were washed by
Brother Patrick Monaghan and he was
ordained by Brother John Genaro.

Brother Wally Cihomsky was
ordained an Evangelist on December
12, 1999 in the Sa¡ Carlos, AZ
Mission. His fcet were washed by
Evangelist Richard Christman and he
was ordained by Evangelist Larry
Watson.

Brofher Hector Gastelum was
ordaincd an Evangelist on December 5,
1999 in the Tijuana, Mexico Branch.
His feet were washed by Evargelist
Richard Christman and he was or-
dained by Evangelist Paul Liberto-

Brother Joseph Ignagni was
ordaincd an Evangelist on November
21, 1999 in the Dallas/Ft. Worth
Branch. His feet were washed by
Evangclist Larry Watson and he was
ordained by Apostle Isaac Smith.

Brother Matthew Kurowsky was
ordained a Deacon on December 19,
1999 in the Monongahela, Pennsylva-
nia Bra¡ch. His feet were washed by
Brother Chuck Kogler and he was
ordained by Brother RobertNicklow, Jr.

Brother Jonathan Nath was
ordained a Deacon on December 19,
1999 in the Monongahela, Pennsylva-
nia Branch. His feet were washed by
Brother Richard Nath and he was
ordaincd by Brother RobertNicklow, Sr.
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* TtrEDDING,S *

Brother Nephi DeMercurio, Jr., and Sister Jennifer
Calabrese were united in holy matrimony on October 16,

1999 in Oberlin, Ohio.
Brother Scott Griffith and Sister Mandy Genaro were

united in holy matrimony in the Warren, Ohio Branch on
September 25, 1999.

Children Blessed

Sarah Carys Jordan, daughter of Sister Kimberly and
Brother David Jordan was blessed in the Mesa-Phoenix,
Arizona Branch on March 21, 1999.

David Cueras Lopez, grandson of Sister Victoria
Lopez, was blessed in the Miami-Dade, Florida Mission on

November 21, 1999.

Baptisms

Deborah Lee Perhacs was baptized on August 15,

1999 in the Glassport, Pennsylvania Branclr. She was
baptized by Brother Joh¡ Ali and confirmed by Brother
Edward Donkin.

Angela Gioia Ficarra was baptized on September 26,
1999 in Branch #1, Chesterfield, Michigan. She was

baptized by Brother Mike LaSala and confirmed by Brother
Frank Natoli.

Larisa Landrcy was baptized on May 2, 1999 in the
Mesa-Phoenix, Arizona Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Skip Smith and confirmcd by Brotlrer David Jorda¡.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Fiftieth Anniversary (

We wish to express our congratulations to lhose

celebrating these signifcanÍ spiritual mileslones in lheir
Iives.

Brother Howard and Sister Joyce Jackson of the

Kinsman, Ohio Mission celebrated fifty years as members

of The Church ofJesus Christ on Novcmber 21, 1999.

OBITUARIES
lle wish lo express our sympalhy to those who mourn

the loss of loved ones. MayGodbless and comfort you

ALMANOLFI

Brother Alma Nolfi of the Glassport, Perursylvania

Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on August 23,

I999. He was an ordained Elder in The Church of Jesus

Christ. Brother Alma is survived by his wife, Sister Mary
Nolfi; three sons, Timothy Nolfi, Brother David Nolfi and

Jared Nolfi; two daughters, Alma Marie Nolfi and Jessica

Nolfi; three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren

FRANCES J, CAPONE

Sister Frances J. Capone of the Mesa-Phoenix, Arizona
Branch passed on to her heavenly reward on June 7, 1999.

Sister Fia¡ces was precedcd in death by her husband,

Evangelist Peter Capone and her son, Broúer David
Capone. She is survived by one daughter, Sister Yvonne

Saffion and three grandchildren.

MARYNATALINA CUOMO

Sister Mary Cuomo of the Windsor, Ontario, Canada

Branch passed on to her heavenly reward on October 21,

1999. She was an ordained Deaconess in The Church of
Jesus Christ. Sister Mary is survived by two sons,

Sylvester and Samuel; six daughærs, Mary Coppa, Rose 
_

Arena, Phil MacKinnon, Olanda Peltier, Argia Wh¡e, and

Martha Zaccagnini; thirty-four grandchildren, sixty-two
great-grandchildren ald seven great-great-grandchildren

ESTHER JANE CAMPITELLE

Esther Jane Campitelle passed on to her etemal reward

on October 26, 1999, She is survived by three sisters;

Sisters Mary DiChiera, Lucy Hemp and Mildred Domurat;

and several nieces and nephews.
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This is the testimony of tle late
Sister Debbie Cogar. Obviously, she
)aruìot relate it at this time so I have
taÌen it upon myself to tell her story.
As you will see, my life was also
touched by her experience such that
her testimony has become part of my
own.

It began with a phone call on
September 2, 1999. My wife Pat told
me that Debbie Cogar had called and
wanted to discuss a dream she had
the night before. I hadn't spoken
with Debbie in about two yeårs but
she had been on my mind for the past
couple ofweeks, ever since she had
moved in with her sister, Sister
Thcresa Camden. Before retuming
her call, I prayed that God would
direct my conversation with her, even
that this dream would somehow draw
her closer to Him.

As brief background informa-
tion, I first met Debbie in 1989 when
I was asked to go to Child¡en's
Hospitat in Philadelphia to anoint a
baby girl with a hole in her heart.
1lris was Debbie's daughter Corinne
who today, thank God, is a healthy
1O-year-old girl. Since that time, I
havc seen Debbie on a few occasions,
generally when she needed a minister
to either counsel with or pray for her

or her children. Sister Theresa kept
me updated on her activities, including
when Debbie divorced her husband
a¡d moved in with another man. We
prayed for her on many occasions and
brought her name before the bra¡ch
membership as well.

In August ofthis ye¿r, Debbie's
live-in arrangemcnt carno to an ond
a¡d she found herself in need ofa
place to stay. Sister Theresa and

God's Mercy To A Wayward Soul

By Brolher Jerry Valenti

Brother Garry graciously invited her to
stay in their home until she found a
place of her own. When I heard ofthis
arrang€ment, the thought immediately
came to me that it was time for rne and
Debbie to sit down and talk about the
condition ofher soul and the need to
get her life straightened out a¡cl in tune
with God. I was prepared to even be a
little hard with her if necessary, in
order to get her to see the point. I told
Sister Theresa that I wanted to set this
up but it was just a few days later that
Debbie had her dream and so shc

(Continued on Page 10)

Sister Debbie Cogar and Brother Jerry Valenti
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The text I shall read is found in
Acts 2:37 4l:

"Now when tlrey heard this, they
were pricked in their heart, and said
unto Peter a¡d tle rest ofthe apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?

"Theñ Peter said unto them,
Repent, ard be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jcsus Christ for the
rcmission of sins, ard ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.

"For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all tlat
are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call.

"And with many other words did
he testifl and exhol, saying, Save
yourselves from this untoward
generation,

"Thcn they that gladly received
his word were baptized: and tle same
day there were added unto tlìem about
three thousand souls."

The Apostle Peter, who appar-
ently was the most aggressive ofthe
eleven apostles, preached to the
multitude of people that gathercd
about them.

"And there were dwelling at
Jerusalem Jews, dcvout men, out of
every nation under heaven.

"... and were confounded.
bccausc that evcry man heard tlem
speak in his own language.

"And they were all amazed and
marvelled, saying one to arother,
Behold, are not all these which speak
Galilcans?

"And how hear wc cvcry man in
our own tongue. . . "

The things which they heard
were the wonderful things of God and
Jesus Ch¡ist, who was crucified.
Suddenly, they were touched in their
hearts and said unto Peter and the rest
ofthe Apostles, ". . . Men and
brethren, what shall we do?" In other
words, they were asking individually,
"What must I do to be saved?" We
shall let the Holy Bible answer this
question,

The Apostlc Paul writes in II
Timothy 3:16,17:

"All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness:

'That tìe man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly ñrmished unto all
good works."

Let us observe that St. Paul said,
". . . instruction in righteousness . . ."
and ". . . profitable for doctrine . . . "
What doctrine? The doctrine of
Christ. Ofwhat does the doctrine of
Ch¡ist consist? The doctrine of Christ
consists ofthesc fundamcntal prin-
ciples: faith, repentance, baptism, and
tÏe imposition ofhands for the
reception ofthe Holy Ghost, prcciscly
as Peter had declared in the text I
read. These principles must be
observed, put into cffect, and adminis-
tered by one duly authorized with
power and authority. I shall speak
briefly on each oftlese principles.
First will be faith.

According to the Apostle Paul,
' . . . faith is the substance ofthings
hoped for, thc evidence ofthings not
seen." This is found in Hebrews I l:1.
In this same chapter, verse 6 reâds:
"But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him." Evidently, faith is believing
without seeing.

The Apostle Paul said: "For we
walk by faith, not by sight." Where
shall we place our faith? Jesus said:
" . . . Have faith in God" (St. Mark
I l:22). Evidently, we place our faith
where it will produce in us the
greatest assurarìce about the things
which concem us most. To have faith
in God is to have faith in the final
victory ofeverything which is good.
Have faith in God and Christ Jesus,
the Holy One oflsrael. It is construc-
tive, it is a sure foundation, and it is
the way ofsalvation. To have faith is
not merely advice. It is a command.

The second step which must bo
observed and put into effect is repen-
tâncc. Peter commandcd the multi-

What Must I Do To Be Saved?

By Timothy D. Bucci

tude to repent when they asked
" . . . whit shall we do?"" Repe'nø¡ce I
literally means rethinking, or a change
of mind. In the New Testament, it
means a change of heart and mind, so
that we no longer justifo ourselves in
seeking our own way, but instead,
gladly give God the "right of way" in
our livcs. True repentance is more
than the abandonment of specific sins;
it goes to the root of the matter, which
is rebellion against God. Rebellion
against God is whaf produces sin.
Paul said, " . . . but (God) now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent. "
Jesus said, " . . . exccpt ye repent, ye
shall all likewise porish" (St- Luke
l3:3). Repenønce is a key word in
the message ofJesus, Peter, James,
John, and Paul. It is one ofthe key
words ofour message in these last days,

Let us observe tle condition of
the world today. We read of many
earthquakos, destructions, pestilences,
famincs, wars, and the rumors of wars
of which Jesus says in St. Matthew
24:8, " All these are the beginning of
sorrows." Verses l0-12 read,

"And then shall many be of-
fended, a¡d shall betray one another,
a¡d shall hate one another.

"And many false prophets shall
rise, and shall deceive many.

"And because iniquity shall abound,
the love ofmany shall wax cold."

In II Timothy, 3:l-5, Paul said:
" . . . in the last days perilous

times shall come.
"For men shall be lovers oftheir

own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,

'Without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers ofthose that are good,

"Traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers ofpleasurcs more than lovers of
God;

"Having a form ofgodliness, but
denying the power thereof: from such
tum away."

Are these things apparent today?
We can surely say, yes. An examina-
tion ofthe developments which
brought chaos to the rest of the earth
reveals that a spiritual collapse
preceded civil collapse; moral disinte-
gration camc before cconomic and
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social bre¿kdown. In other words,
maærialism is the best t€fm to use;
and it is composed of the selfishness
and irresponsibility which have
undermi¡ed modem civilization. The
process ofdisaster is clearly evident in
America today. Many people are
worried about our economic and
political futures; but, they are blind to
the fact that it depends upon our
spiritual situation. Must our demo-
cratic way of life be threatened before
we leam that democracy, prosperity,
and civilization depend upon the
spiritual life ofmankind? læt us
awaken to these facts.

The third step which must be
observed and put into effect is bap-
tism. The New Testament was
wriften in Greek, and we note "cheo"
means to pour; "rantizo" means to
sprinkle. "Baptizc'' means to dip. or
to immerse. The word "baptizo" is
derived from a word root, "bapto," the
simple and primitive meaning of
which is to dip, or immerse. It is in
tlis sense tlat tle word is carried
forward into the English language.

Baptism by immersion was the
recognized mode ofinitiation into
membership of the early Christian
Church. Baptism was preached by
the Ministers of Christ in the primitive
Church. John, tìe forerunner of
Christ, was called John the Baptist.
He preached repentance and baptism
along the banks ofJordan. In the text
I rcad, Peter commanded the multitude
to repent and be baptized in the name
ofJesus Christ for tlle remission of
sins. Jesus, in St. Mark 16:16, said,
"He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned." Baptism is the
only genuine when it is accompanied
by faith and repentance ând performed
by one duly authorized.

The fourth step is the rcccption
of the Holy Ghost. Baptism in water
involves a cleansing, is an enlistment,
and is ofgreat importance; but, if it is
to be effective, it must be followed by
l baptism ofthe Spirit. John the
Baptist declared: "I indced baptize
you with water unto r€pentance: but
he that cometh after me is mightier
tban I, whose shoes I am not worthy
to bear: he shall baptize you with the

Holy Ghost, and with fire."
Jesus told Nicodemus, a ruler of

the Jcws, ". . . Verily, vcrily, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of
the water and of tle spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God."
Evidently, receiving the Holy Spirit is
viølly important for salvation. By
what method was it received in the
primitive Church? The first incident
we read about is on the Day of
Pentecost, when tle followers ofJesus
gathcred togeúer in one place.

".Ard suddenly there came a
sound fiom hcavcn as ofa rushing
mighty v/ind, and it filled all tÏe house
where they were sitting.

"And therc appeared unto them
cloven tongues, like as of fire, a¡d it
sat upon each of them.

"And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost,"

After this, the Church became
organized through the Apostles.
Ofücers were inst¿lled, and The
Church ofJesus Christ, or the King-
dom of God, was established upon the
facæ of the earth. We learn then that
the Apostles laid theilhards upon the
new converts, and they received the
Holy Ghost.

Let me give you one of the many
illustrations recorded in the Holy
Bible. When Philip, a servant and
Minister of Christ, went to Samaria to
preach Christ, tlrey gladly receivcd
him and were baptized. When the
Church leamed of dris, they sent Peter
and John to assist him. We read that,
when they came, they laid their hands
upon them and they received the Holy
Ghost. Obviously, the method used
was by tlrc "laying on," or the imposi-
tion of ha¡ds. Time will not permit
me to point out other scripture to
support this.

The fifth md last thing I wish to
imprcss upon you is that the certain
ordina¡ces instituted in the primitivc
Church were administered by men
who were called by God. Through
faith ard the Holy Spirit to function
for Christ and His Church, one must
be called by revelation or a "divine-
calling." The term minister means
servant. The minister, thercfore, is a
servant of God, receiving authority
from Him and exercising this author-

ity in His Name.
Men have no right to organize

The Church ofJosus Christ or to
commission others to function for
Christ. The authority of the Ministry
must come from Him in this age, as in
every other age. Men have been
c¿lled to the Priesthood by revelation.
Noah, Abralram, Jacob ard Joseph
were called by God in their respective
generations. Moses a¡d Aaron were
called in their day. The Apostles
were called in their day by the Lord
Jesus Christ. Evidently, then, the
servants of God should be called in
these last days in like manner by the
revelation of God, and not by educa-
tional institutions for rcligion. It is
good to be leamed, ifyou hearken to
the counsels of God.

In the New Testament, we leam
that faithful men were ordained into
the Ministry by the laying on of
ha¡ds. The Church ofJesus Christ,
which I represent, and her Ministers
are called by thc revelation of God. It
is the Kingdom of God established
upon the earth in these last days.

Allow me to add this day: Have
faith in Christ Jesus. Repent, and
be baptized for the remission of
your sins. You shall receive the
Holy Ghost, because the promise is
to you and also so far as the Lord
will call. In conclusion, I shall repeat
tle words of St. Paul, "Provc all
things; hold fast that which is good."
May the peacc of the Saviour abide
with you all."

(Editot's Note: The above arti-
cle is laken from the Book ofSermons
published by The Church ofJesus
Christ. Ir is based on a sermon by
the late Evangelist, Timolhy D. Bucci.)
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The year was 1995 when we last
visited on the wcstem coast ofAfäca.
Time does not sta¡d still and four
years and eight months have gone by
swiftly. Various conditions within tlre
country prevented us from traveling to
Nigeria where there are approximately
3,000 members of The Church ofJesus
Christ.

News received by us in Amcrica,
August 7, 1999, that our beloved
Evangelist Edem Akpan Ebong had
passed away saddened us, and it was
not known whether we would be
permitted to attend his funeral on
November 5, six days prior to the start
ofthe schcduled National Church
Conference. Thankfully, all the per-
missions were rcceived and Elder
Malcolm Paxon and I departed for
Nigeria on November I where we were
greeted warmly by our Church Direc-
tor there, Evangelist George Frank
Arthur, and thc Nigerian Priesthood.

Evangelist Ford K. Boadu,
Director oftho Church in Ghana, also
made arrangements to attend the
funeral, and he was with us during our
entire stay until November 15. Brother
Ford had been ill since his reh¡m from
the World Missionary Confcrcncc in
America last summer, but his condition
had improved sufficiently to allow him
to travel.

TO]-D VISIT IMPORTANT

Our vjsit provcd to be very impor-
tant, having been told our brothcrs and
sisters had been discouraged because

they had not seen any missionaries
from the Parent Church for almost five
years. Furthermore, the rumor had
been circulatcd that no missionaries
from America would ever be allowed
to visit Nigeria again. In the words of
our National Church Director, "Every
meeting that you had with us, we felt
new life and the spirit from heaven
c¿me down into every one ofus and we
felt blessed."

Our Nigerian brothers requested
we go, which we did, to a few of their
new branches which had recently been
added to the membership rolls of the
Church. During our busy schedule,
visits were made to three districts a¡d
branches; our secondary school; the
Intemational Medical Association
(IMA) clinic; the Social Welfare,
Educ¿tional and Development Center
where we are presently caring for
thirty-one orphans, some of whom
have sponsors and four days at the
National Church Conference.

suNoay co¡¡¡En¡NcE sERVIcÈ;

At the Sunday gathering of
conference, there was an overflow
crowd which filled the main audito-
rium. AIso, mary sat under the covcr
ofthe vera¡da and could hcar the
sermon over tle PA system. Several
choirs sang beautifully. Brother Perri
was asked to introduce tìe service, and
he was inspired to use the first chapter
of Galatims in which the Apostle Paul
emphasizcd the importance of staying
fast to the Gospel ofJesus Christ a¡d

Missionary Visit to Nigeri4 West Africa

By Evangelisî Joseph Perri, Co-Coordinator þr Nigeria

not being influenced to depart from it.
Further, as the Apostle also stated, if
any man preach any other Gospel, let
him be accursed.

Brother Perri said he had been
given that scripture just that moming,
not knowing that he would be asked to
speak. On behalf ofthe Parent
Church, he tha¡ked the Priesthood and
members who have remained faithftl
to the Lord and The Church ofJesus
Christ during their period of extreme
difficulty. He admonished all the
saints to be forgiving as Christ said we
should be and show love to those who
wa¡t to be witl the family of God.

The sermon was interpreted in
three tribal languages, Efik, Ibo, a¡d
Yoruba. Brothers Malcolm and Ford
spoke, using the same scripture ard
rclating how good God is to have given
us the Gospel and the knowledge of
salvation through tlre death a¡d resur-
rection ofJesus Christ. Our baptism
a¡d the Church have become our
passports to heaven.

The state of The Church ofJesus
Christ in Nigeria is very good. The i

overall excitement of the Priesthood
and the membership is to have tle
Church established in every village. ln
particular, more recently, approxi-
matcly one hundred people from
another organization came into the
Gospel.

Requests are for a permanent
Church building where there are none
(where they worship in a mud hut),
Bibles, hymnals, other Church litera-
turc, and motorcycles for traveling
elders. Poverty and inflation have hurt
the Nigerian population. Their new
govemment is making a tremendous
effort to recover from years of diffi-
culty; but that will take time.

SAD PART OF TRIP

The sad part ofour missionary
trip was to attend the fi¡neral ofour
beloved Evangelist, Edem Akpan
Ebong. From the day ofhis conversion
in 1960 while listening to the preachin¡
of our late Evangelists John Ross and '
Alvin Swanson, until his fatal illness
would not permit him any longer to

(Cont¡nued on Page 1 1)
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Editorial Viewpoint .

If someonc makes a mistake or does something wrong, today's trend in society is to blame

someone else, It is always tle otherperson's fault orproblem. It is ncver tle faultofthe person

who committed the error or mistake. Few want to accept responsibility for their action or
actions. Isn't it amazing that it is always the other person's fault?

Yet, this is the way it has been since the very beginning of time . Human naturc a¡d its frailties
have not changed. It is really no diffcrent in our time than it was in tlre Book of Gencsis.

Remember Adam and Eve? They wcre commanded by the Lord not to eat of thc trce of
knowledge. They disobeyed the Lord. Adam and Eve did not follow the Lord's instructions.

Both ate from the tree of knowledge. What happened?

\ly'hen confronted by the Lord, Adam blamed Eve, ard Eve blamed thc serpent. Some things
never change! Did the serpent tcmpt Eve? He sure did, but he did not make her sin Shc made

a choice, a wrong choice. It was her disobedicnce based on her choice. Evc did not acccpt

responsibility for her action. Neither did Adam, It was their choico but somoonc clse's fault.

rvve go through life making choiccs every day. we have to live with our choices. we have to
acceþt the responsibility and conscquonces of those choices. Consider a small cxample.

Have you ever made a poor choice when driving your car and made a wrong tum? When you

rcalizcd you were not going in the right direction, was that a result of your choice and your

decisioni Or was itthcfaultof the civil enginccr who dcsigned the highway or road? Itwas
your choicc, your responsibility.

It is important to choose how you want to live your lifc. You ca¡ choose to servc the Lord. You

can choose not to serve the Lord. Remember. Itisyourchoice. Nooneelsecan mal<e that choicc

for you. You and you alone bear thc responsibility for your choice and your soul. You bc¿r

the iesponsibility for your own soul. Your soul is not the responsibility ofanothcr membcr of
The Cñurch ofJesus Christ, your neighbor, your friend or a family member. No one can give

you faith, no one can repent for you and no one can get baptized for you- Only you can choosc

io have faith, repent, and ask for your baptism. Tlre scripture is vcry plain Men and women

are free to choose, It is their choice to serve Jesus Christ, It is also their choicc not to serve the

Lord. The Lord will not make that decision for anyone. IfFIe did, thcn it would bc safe to say

He is partial because He chose your life and your ultimate destiny, eithcr heavcn or damnation.

He will force no onc to hcåvcn. He will call, direct and cncourage peoplc to scrve Him Hc will
not force anyone to serve Him.

You ca¡¡ot blame someone else ifyou do not regularly attend The Church ofJesus Christ once

you are baptized and become a member. Your attcndance cannot be prcdicated on somoo¡e

êlse's attendance. It is your choice to attcnd or not attend. Your actions are your responsibility
and are based on your Jhoices. It is incumbent upon each ofus not to look around and sce what
the other person is doing or not doing with their life. It is not for us to base our actions or lack

thereof based on how others live their lives. What is important is how we livc our lives. What
is important is ho\ry we serve God. We ca¡not base our service to tho Lord on how others scrvc

the Lord. It is our choice on howwe serve God. Wearejudgedand willbejudged onouractions
and choices, not on the actions and choices of those around us. Many people malce the nght
choice. Unfortunately, many pcople make the wrong choice.

In spite of God's commandment, Israel made a golden calf. It was their choice. It was a bad

choice a¡d they suffered the consequences oftheir decision. Lama¡ and Lemuel chose not to
servetheLord. Their hearts wcre on the matcrial things oflife, their fam ily treas u res and wealth.
They made a very poor choice. They bore the price ofthat dccision. Their descendants bear
the price ofthat decision. Instead ofchoosing the Lord, the rich man chose to build more silos
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The

Children's

Corner
B! Sister Janet Sleinrock

"The Tears God Sees"

Dear Boys and Girls,

One ofthc sholest scntcnces in
the Bible also carries one ofthe most
bcautiful mcssages. Thc sentcncc is
found in John ll:35. It isthetrue
story of Jesus' feelings when one ofhis
precious friends had dled and the
family wa^s suffering deeply. The
sentence says, "Jesus wept."

This was thc Savior, tle Son of
God. This was the mar with the power
ofGod to heal the sick and raise the
dead. This was the man who planned
to show the followers the power of God
by raising his friend from the dead.
But Hc still wept and shared tlrc pain
of His friends.

Our society tells us NOT to cry.
But the Bible tells us over and over to
love others and share their problems
(burdens). We aro not supposed to talk
about them to others; wo are supposed
to go to a quiet place in our heart a¡d
talk to God about them. We arc
supposed to lift them up in prayer to
the Lord. We aie also taught to pray
and tcll thc Lord our REAL feelings-
notjust the polite ones. But we arc to
break our heart before the Lord and tell
Him what we need help with.

Tears are prccious to the Lord.
King David was called a "ma¡r after
God's own heart." And King David
never hesitated to fast, to pray, to
openly cry unto God for help. In
Psalms 6:6 he wrotc, "I am weary
[tired.l with my groanings: all the night
make I my bed to swim; I water my
couch with my tears . . . the Lord hath
beard my supplication [begging for
helpl . . , the Lord will receive my
prayer." King David was a warrior
when he wrote this. This was tlo ma¡r

your heart is aching and trust in Him.
He cares for you. Thenyou can say,
as King David also says in Psalms
I l6:8, "For thou [the Lord] hast
delivered my soul from death, mrne
eyes from te¿rs, and my feet from
falling. I will walk before the Lord in
the land of the living."

With care,
Your fricnd, Sister Jan

WORD SEARCH

THE AND CRY
LORD SEES HE
HEARS TFIE CARES
YOUR TEARS FOR
PRAYERS YOU US

who had killed the giant Goliath armed
only with faith, a prayer and a few
small rocks.

The Apostle Paul says in Acts
20:18-19, "I have been with you at all
seåson . . . serving the Lord with all
humility of mind [willing to leam] and
with many tears . . . " Sometimes
people forget that God wa¡ts to hear
real feelings, and thoughts. God tells
us not to pray in chants or in "vain
repetition as tlre heathens lpeople who
don't know the Lordl do."

When people get baptized, it is
only after they havo repented (beon
sorry for) the things that tley have
donc wrong. God does not tell them to
give Him money or pay to becomc one
of His followers. He tells them to
come truthfully to Him with a broken
heart and contrite (sorry) spirit. Then
God can begin teaching them all about
His power and ways of doing things.

Scientists in the world today have
done some very interesting studies
about what is in a tear. They have
discovered that there are chemicals in a
tear and that it is gmd for our bodies
to get them out. Anurselknowwho
works at Hospice, a gentle place where
people go to get hclp with dying, told
me that there are also other te¿rs.
Sometimes our bodies cry very bitter
te¡rs tlat almost bum the skin.

These are the tears that our bodies
usually produce when people we need
a¡d love pass on . . . tears ofgrief.

So, do not fear your tears. The
Lord, who created your body in His
own image, created your ability to fed
emotions fromjoy to sorrow. He finds
teårs acceptable and even necessary as
a way of communicating with Him.
Pray, be honest with the Lord over why
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In Love With
The Church of

Jesus Christ

By Sister Mandy Griff th

"That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; ard to know tho love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all tle ftlness of
God" (Ephesians 3:17 -19).

The servants ofthe Lord ex-
pressed this theme of Christ's love as
they gathered for GMBA Conference
on November 13-14, 1999 in Greens-
'burg, PA. The GMBA ended the 20th
century by thanking and praising God
for calling us into His glorious Church,
and we welcome the new millcnnium
with a greater cxcitement a¡d desirc to
work for the Lord. We have fallen in
love with The Church ofJesus Christ,
and serving God is the story ofour
lives. "We've a story to tell to the
nations..."

Saturday moming, Brother Isaac
J. Smith opened the mceting speåking
from Matthew wherc Jesus a¡d His
disciples were in the garden of Geth-
semane. The Lo¡d was very burdened
with the trial He was about to embark
on, a¡d He asked His disciples to stay
in the garden and pray with Him.
Unfortunately, they fell asleep, and
Jesus was all alone. Christ had to bcar
the weight of His burden all alone;
however, we will never be alone in our
lìves. Jesus promised to never leave us
nor forsake us. He is always by our
side; a friend in time ofneed.

Throughout the day, various
brothers and sisters testificd ofcxpcri-
ences where God intervened in times of
trial, keeping His promise to hold our
hand and stay by our side. The Lord
saw Brother John Azzinaro through

ca¡cer and renewed his strengtlr. He
removed pain from Brother Nick
Rutledge through an anointing. He
healed Erika Rooney, a young child
previously diagnosed with a fatal
genetic disease. Brother Dave Lovalvo
thanked God for blessing his children
who were bom with premature compli-
cations and are now healthy children.
These are living testimonies of Christ's
great love for us. Brother Peter
Scolaro offered a special prayer for all
the sick and afilicæd, knowing that
God is the Gre¿t Physician who
answers prayers .

That evening, we opened with tle
hymn, Never AIon¿. Brodter Tom
Liberto, Jr. followed the theme of the
day and spoke from the Book ofEnos.
He said, "\ny'e have to be concerned for
the welfare ofour souls. Ifyou feel
like you are struggling like Enos, and
you feel you are all alone in the woods
of life, tum to Jesus. He is thers and
Hc offcrs us salvation." We can gain
strength as Enos remembered the
testimony of his father and sought out
the Lord.

Brothers Bruce Picciuto, Patrick
Monaghan, and Jason Monaghan sang,
Alone, and,Brother Chuck Jumper
continued the message saying, "Christ
had to walk alone, but Ho paid it all
when He died to ensure we would
never have to walk alone." In life, we
are intimidated by the atmosphere and
environment âround us, but ifJesus
goes with us, we can go anyrvhere. We
can overcome tlis world tlrough
Christ. God told Enos, "Thy sins are
forgiven thee," and we ca¡ have that
same redemption if we walk and ølk
with the Lord. Reach out to Jesus,
take care ofyour soul, give your life to
the Lord because He gave His life for
you.

Brothcr Paul Ciotti followed
speaking of Moses giving his life to
God: "Moses refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh. He had a much higher
calling. He was called to be a son of
the Most High God. Today, we have
been called to this higher calling. We
need to go back to our testimony and
nevcr forget that He has called us by
name to be a momber of The Church of
Jesus Christ." This Church is the
apple of God's eye. He has never left

us alone and has said we can do all
things through His strength. We necd

to walk worthil% think soberly, live
righteously. The young people came
forward a¡d closed our meeting with
songs of praise, We tha¡ked God for
being with us urd anticipated the
Sabbath Day to come.

Sunday moming was opened with
tlre song, Our Church, Ied by Brother
Panfilo DiCenzo. As the body of
Christ, we communed with the Lord
and partook of sacrament. We sang,
Holy, Holy, Ë1oþ as the bread and
wine were passed, and the Spirit of
God dcsccndcd so swcctly as wc
remembered our Savior and His love.
Then, Brothe r Dominic Thomas
addressed thc saints ofGod speaking
of Christ's great love for this Church.
"Serving God is tle story ofour lives.
Thc MBA was thc chicf activity in our
lives as young peoplc. lrly'c need to
work while we're young, with grcat
strength and passion for God, using all
ofour cncrgy and spirit witl nothing
left over. One person doesn't make up
tho Church. We work together to keep
the pure, unadultcratcd Gospel. Ifwe
take anything into the next century, it
should be the spirit ofcontrition. Have
a broken heart and a contrit€ spirit and
approach the Lord in sincerity and
simplicity, allowing yourself to see a¡d

(Continued on Page 1 1)
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Ordination in Vanderbilt,
PA

On September 26, 1999, Sister
Peggy Stroko of the Vandcrbilt,
Pennsylvania Branch was ordained a
Dcaconess in The Church ofJesus
Christ.

Our meeting was opcned in PraYer
by Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., who
asked God that we be filled and that
His Spirit be present. It surely was!

Brothcr Dominick Rose began our
scrvicc stating, "Christ Jcsus livcs in
our hearts, He is our foundation,"
making refcrcncc to Luke 6:48.

Brother James Link followcd,
speaking about building your house on
a solid foundation.

Several other brothers spoke,
following the same theme, building
upon a sure and solid foundation which
is Jcsus Christ.

A numbcr ofexpericnccs were
rcad and sharcd with thc congrcgation,
conceming the calling of Sister Poggy
Stroko.

Brother Lawrence King read the
duties ofa Deaconcss. As Brother
King read thesc duties, Sister Stroko
statos she listened intently, fceling thc
burden that was to bc placcd on her.
She prayel that she would be worthy
ofsuch a holy office.

Sister Pcggy Stroko's feet werc
washed by Sister Susan King. The
Ministry formed a circle a¡d Brother
Robcrt Nicklow prayed, asking for
God's guidance and inspiration. His
prayer was that God would inspire one
of the brothers to lay hands upon Sister
Stroko's head and pcrform the ordina-
tion into thc olfice ofDeaconess.

Brother Thomas Stroko, Sister
Peggy's husband, was touched by thc
Spirit of God and laid his hands upon
hcr head. He prayed, asking the Lord
to give Sistcr Stroko strength and help,
to assist her through any burdens and
give her many times ofjoy in the offrce
ofDeaconess.

f'he brothers and sistcrs greeted

Sister Peggy Stroko and extended their
blessings and prayers that God would
lead, guide, direct and use her.

Sister Peggy Stroko was given an
opportunity to beâr hcr testimony. She

shared her experience ofbeing called
into the ofüce of Deaconess and also
shared an experiencc how she and her
husband, Brother Thomas Stroko met
several years ago. Sistcr Peggy also
shared her thoughts of other De¿con-
esses in the Vanderbilt Branch; Sisters
Mary Fleming, Ethel Thomas a¡d
Loretta Lowther. Her prayer was that
God would allow her to follow in these

sisters' footsteps and be used by God
for His honor and glory. Sister Pcggy
Stroko closed her testimony by sharing
a few lines from a card which read:

"Lord, grant me the gift of a
generous hcart that cmbraces each
person I see,

"A heart reaching out in true
kindncss and caring to sharc all the
best that's in me.

"Lord, grant me the gift ofa
bright, happy spirit that joyfrrlly faces
each day,

"A spirit that's loving and'gently
shines through in my actions a¡d each

word I say.
"Lord, grant me the gift ofa

wonderful life that ñ¡lfills what I'm
sent hcre to do,

"A life that is lived in the richness

and beauty ofserving and following you. "

God's Stillon H¡s Throne

Blessings have been flowing like
the river seen in Lehi's wonderful
dream. God is so good ald always has

bcen! Just as we were reminded bY

Brother Stephen Osaka (Kenya) at the
World Missionary Conference, God is
thc same yesterday, today and forever.

Before seven of us fiom Mid-
Georgia embarked upon thc spiritual
adventure ofour lives, we were already
full of spiritual blessings flom God's
handiwork. Several weeks ago, we
were asked to pray for a mal that was
only known to us by his name. Henry
Scott was fighting for his own survival
from a second deadly attack ofpneu-
monia. He had lost several pounds,

and was nearing his short life's end at
a young mid-forties age. As tìe color
and life was slowly leaving his body, a
clarion call came fiom Brother Dan
Nowcls as Henry was a de¿r fticnd he
had talked with about The Church of
Jcsus Christ on several occasions. He
requested the presence of an Elder at
his bedside to be anointed, and he knew
that God's will would be done, regard-
less ofthe outcome. Brothe r Ken
Staley was tÏe next schcduled Elder to
support our mission, so he was blessed

with the duty of going to Henry's call.
Henry was anointed that Sunday
aftemoon after our Church scrvice.
Brother Ken statcd that he did not
envision Henry retuming from his
downhill slide to death.

The following Wednesday,
Henry's name was again mentioned to
our Lord in the form offasting and
praycr. Henry's condition at this
meeting did not seem to bc improving.
Submitting to God's will, wc all left
t¡e meeting with a silent prayer on our
mind in continuance for Henry's
welfare. A few days went by, ard a
Sunday meeting went by with no news
ofany recovery.

The following Sunday brought
much rejoicing from the saints as we
leamed Henry was showing signs of
recovery. He was gaining a bit of
weight back and was regaining his
natural color. Two weeks later, Henry
was in a meeting with us to give his
testimony to God a¡rd tÏe saints that
had submitted his name bcfore our
Father. Hcnry had gaincd back all of
his weight to include a few extra
pounds and was weak, but doing very
well.

During that same meeting, we had
the pleasure of seeing Colton Jarrett
Mason blesscd. A miraclc baby!
Three years before that, the parents,

Don and Kris Mason, not baptized yet,
had asked for prayer because Kris was
diagnosed with endometrial cancer. At
hventy-seven, this was a very difficult
time for her as a woma¡ and wife. The
doctor told her she would never have
children ofher own so Kris underwent
an untried method of therapy to get rid
of the ca¡rcer. This was not a proven
process and there were no guarantees

with the outcome. She reluctantly
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agreed to pursue this tre¿tJnent instead
ofthe obvious surgery and at tle same
time, asked for prayer from úe broth-
ers a¡d sisters. After two years of
prayer ard trcatmcnts, her biopsies
were coming back negative and they
began plaruring their family. Kris has
not yot gotten pregnant but they had
both decided to pursue adoption as

well.
While they lived in New York,

thoy met a woma¡ whose son had a
baby. She was very distraught about
this and she had gained custody ofthis
child. A year later, her son's girlfriend
became pregnant again. The woman,
knowing Kris's peril, asked Kris if she

might be interested in adopting her next
grandchild before thoy moved back to
Mid-Georgia. This thrilled Kris and
Don so much. They again appcaled for
prayers from the saints. The baby was
due in June sometime but came three
weeks early, by emergency surgery.
Colton Jarrctt was bom on Mother's
Day, 1999. At this time, Don, Kris,
Brother Corey and Sister Crystal made
an emergency trip to New York to get
the baby.

The first attempt too secure the
child was unsuccessful as the natural
father had some very distinct problems
with giving up his child for adoption.
AíÌer several hours ofthreats, while
yet in the hospital, the natural motler
decided to keep the baby. At this very
time, one of the members in the Mid-
Georgia Mission had a strong desire to
pray for Kris and Don, because she felt
the matter with the baby was not good.
Of course, wc were not about to give
up on this baby, so we continued to
pray. Three wecks later, the natural
father and mothcr relinquishcd their
parental rights and requested for Kris
and Don to adopt their second son.

Don and Kris Mason asked us if
we would share this testimony with
you and share a bid ofthanks to God
and the saints for the prayers submitted
on their behalfover the past couple of
years. They know they would not have
had the privilege of having Colton
Jarrett blessed were it not for the
intervention ofGod. During the
service as Colton Jarrett was being
blessed, Brother Ken Hatch stated that
God spoke these words, "I give you a

living soul!" We know for certain this
child will be protected by the Father,

We see through this, tìat our
Etemal Father will give each of us a
reason to be faithfi-rl, if we only give
Him the lead in tle matter. God is
working miracles in our Iives every day
and we thank Him for His considcr-
ation in these matters. We sincerely
hopc you have gained a little strengtì
from us sharing these testimonies with
you. Remember this always, "God will
not put you where He cannot ke€p
you."

May God bless you richly,
Brother Corey and Sister Crystal Morris

Ordination of Brother
Wally Cihomsky in San
Garlos, AZ

By Evangelist Richard Christman

rffe were blessed by God's Spirit
on December 12, 1999, at the ordina-
tion of Brother rrlt¡ally Cihomsky into
the office of Eva¡gelist in The Church
of Jesus Christ. Brother Wally has

bcen spending halfof his time at the
San Carlos Apache Mission and the
remainder at the Phoeni/Mesa,
Arizona Branch. He has always had a
great love for the Seed ofJoseph and
workcd with the brothers of the
Atlantic Coast Region for many years
with the various Urban Indian groups.

The Southwest Region members
and visiting brothers and sisters from
Califomia were present at the San
Carlos Mission. Brother David Ciccati
opened the service, using Ephesians,
4th chapter, and John 15. He spoke
regarding the members' duty to
support the Evangelical Mission ofthe
Church. The main tleme in his sermon
was Îïat we all have evangelical
responsibilities.

Brothe r Anthony Piccuito fol-
lowed and relatcd how God directs us
and encourages us as we preach the
Gospcl. He relatcd sevcral cxperiences
regarding God calling people into the
Church in Ohio during his mission
work thcre, and how it was gratifuing

to have God indicate the number of
baptisms He had pla¡ned, unbelnown
to all involved.

Brother Harry Smith, Vice
Chairman ofthe Southwest Region

Quorum of Seventy, spoke regarding
the ordination and conducted tlat
portion of the sgrvice. Brother Dick
Christman washed Brother Wally's
feet and Brothcr Larry Watson or-
dained him as one of the Seventy. The
ordination was followed with a prayer
for the Cihomsþ family, and testimo-
nies were given as well. We enjoyed
several nice h).,rnn selections from the
San Carlos members and young peo-
ple. Brother Wally expressed himself
and encouraged the congregation. His
sincerity and humility were evident.

Brother Joseph Calabrese gave

some very encouraging concluding
remarks, and we felt God had been

with us that day in the service ofour
Lord Jesus Christ.

A Testimony and
Thank You

Dear Brothcrs and Sisters,

A thank you to all my dear sistcrs
and brothcrs who scnt me such bcauti-
ful cards and flowers, along with fruit
and prayers.

My daughter, Sister Virginia, and
my son-inlaw, Brother Jonathan
Molinatto, were sitting with me in the
hospital during one ofmy many stays
in the hospital, Brother Jonathan said
to me, "Mom, you are having lots of
prayers being sent to the Lord. " I said,
"Yes,I know, buthowcanI repay them?"

Sister Virginia and Brother
Jonathan left. I was looking up at the
ceiling in my room. There was a beam
across the ceiling. A stool with a whitp
cloth appeared with a person sitting on
it. He too, had a white robe on. I did
not see the face, only from tle waist
down. And flowing up to the Person
were many fragile white plumes and
feathers. That made me understand
what Brother Jonathan had told mc.
To prove it, I am still here, praise the

(Conlinued on Page 10)
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A Testimony and Thank You
Cont¡nued from Page 9

Lord. I also tlrank God that I cele-
brated my sixtieth spiritual birthday on
November 12, 1999. My prayer is that
God will bless you all. Continue to
¡emember me in your prayers.

Sister Margaret lorio

Note of Thanl<s

I want to acknowledge and ex-
press my tharks for thc many ptayers
that have been offered during the
illness ofmy late husba¡d, Brother
John Azzinaro. I also want to say
thank you for the many encouraging
cards and phone calls. We thank the
Lord for your thoughtfulness. May the
Lord watch and protect you all. God
bless you all.

Sister Betty Azzinaro

Notice
World Missionary
Conference Tapes

The tapes ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ World Missionary Conference
of 1999 are now available. They
include the exhibit hall, prescntâtions,
and meetings.

These tapes vividly capture the
spirit, each missionary work and the
entire week of worship with brotlers,
sisters, a¡d fricnds from around the
world.

There are a rotal ofeight (8)
tåpes, each two (2) hours in length.
They are sold in one complete set for
$120.00, which includes shipping md
handling. The øpes can be ordered
through The Church ofJesus Christ
Print House, 8282 Boettner Road,
Bridgewater, MI 48115; telephone
734-429-5080. Checks and money
orders are to be made out to The Church
of Jesus Christ Print House. Complete
pa)¡fnent is requircd prior to shipping.
Profit from this project will be donated
to all missionary fields and works.

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Gehly, Paul, Carolyn
939 Castlegate Circle
Greensburg, PA 1560t
724-600-0939

Genaro, Joseph and Carmel
1479 Butterñeld Circle
Niles, OH 44446

Genaro, Ronald, Cathy, Jason
1479 Butterfield Circle
Niles, OH 44446

Smith, Harry, Cheryl, Luke, Rachel
442 Woodla¡d Lane
Pinetdb, AZ 85935
520-367-2t08

Greensburg Brarch
Tel. 724-837-1452
Fax 724-837 -5490

God's Mercy
Continued from Page '1

called me inste¿d.
In Debbie's dream, she found

herself in a grÍrssy areâ, not knowing
rvhere to go. The next thing she knew,
I was in her dream and the two ofus
were walking up a hill together. We
went over t¡e top of the hill and were
in a beautiful are¿ with lots of people
whom she didn't know. She satdown
on a bench and I stood behind her and
somehow touched her back. She said
that this touch gave her a feeling like
she had never experienced before and
caused her to say, "I never knew it
would feel like this," and she awoke.
When I he¿rd this dream, it reminded
me ofLehi's dream in which he tasted
the fruit and claimed it was the sweet-
est hc had ever tasted. I toldDebbie
that I felt her dream was from God and
that shs had experienced God's touch
a¡rd should follow up on that so she
could experience His touch for real.

The next Sunday, Debbie was in
Church for thc first time in many
years. She came forward to be prayed
for, mentioned her dream and stated
that she was seeking God's direction
a¡d comfort. During the prayer, Sister
Cindy Bright, who was seated on the

aisle, heard somebody walking down
the aisle and brush past her, Wonder-
ing who was walking around during
the prayer, she opened her eyes but
saw nobody tlrere. At lhe conclusion
of the prayer, Brother Nick Boruch had
a vision in which he saw Debbie being
embraced by the Lord.

I visited Debbie two nights later
and we talked for a couple ofbours
about the l¡rd a¡d His Church.
focusing on the meaning of repentance
and the role of the Holy Ghost in
directing us after baptism. Her mother
had brought her to Church when she
ldírs young so she was familiar with the
basic beliefs ofthe Church and had no
problem with them. She was clearly
repentant, she wanted to straighten out
her life and she had a definite calling
from God. As far as I was concemed,
the next step was clear.

Brother Phil Arcuri visited our
branch the next Sunday. His sermon
touched on the Holy Ghost and basi-
cally proceeded to address whatever
questions and concems Debbie had at
that time. As we we¡e about to close
tlre meeting, Debbie rose to her feet
a¡d asked for hcr baptism. She was
baptized the following Sunday, Sep-
tember 19, 1999. As I prepared to
baptize her and asked her ifshe
repented ofher sins, she looked me
directly in the eye and rcplied, 'Yes, I
do," with such conviction tìat I had to
compose myself before continuing.
Back at the bra¡ch, Brother Paul
Benyola confirmed Sisþr Dcbbie as a
member ofthe Church and asked that
the Holy Ghost would direct her all the
remaining days of her life. None of us
had any idea how few those days were
to be.

I received a phone call from Sister
Dcbbie about three wesks later, on
Tuesday evening, October 12. It was
to be the last time we would speaÌ. A
few minutes after hanging up, she went
for a drive and was the victim ofa
fatal car crash. She was pronounced
de¿d at the sccnc of the crash. How
fragile life is! How devastating for her
family, losing her at such a young age
(35). How disappointing that we in the
Church didn't have the chance to gct to
know her as a sister.

Yet, what a blessing that God



March, 2000 ll
called her into tle Church, allowing
her to get baptized and be forgiven of
her sins prior to her death! With her
garment spotless, we can feel assured
that Sister Debbie has gone on to the
Paradise of God. In fact, Brother Nick
Boruch had a vision the next Sunday in
which he saw Sister Dcbbie wearing a
vcry happy expression, entering the
Paradise ofGod. Sister Pat Valenti
had a confirming experience. What a
miracle we have witnessed as God took
a simer, converted her to a saintand took
her to Paradise, all in a few short weels !

From a personal perspective, this
experience has given me an even
increased apprcciation for the magni-
tude ofour responsibility as the people
of God. Wlat a differenco a few
words can make, or a praycr, orjust
being there for somebody. Sister
Debbie's experiences were related at
hcr funeral and what a powerful effect
it had on her family and all who werc
there. Afterward, strangers actually
asked where the closest branch ofour
Church would be to their homes. A
teenage girl told her mother this was
the Church she wanted to get baptized
in. We thank God for His saving grace
and the power He has entrusted with
The Church ofJesus Christ. May we
use this power to bring salvation to the
lost souls of mankind.

Message from the Seventy
Continued from Page 4

exercise his Priesthood calling, he
Iaborcd diligently to pre¿ch the Gospel
and upheld the faith of The Church of
Jesus Christ. A ma¡ small in stature,
he was a spiritual giant. In the final
moments of his life, he gracefully
accepted that God was calling him to
his reward by saying prccisely at the
instant the Elder was concluding his
anointing prayer upon him, "Amen, So
let it be."

As we prepared to make ou¡
return home, we were asked to remind
the Parent Church to remember the
brothers and sisters in that part ofthe
world and to pray for them so that they
could and would, with God's help,
remain strong in His service.

Editorial Viewpoint
Cont¡nued from Page 5

to store his crops. It was a poor choice.
He lost his life and soul that night.
The rich young man could not choose
to sell all that he had, distribute the
procecds to the poor and then follow
the Lord. He could not give up his
riches. His decision, his choicc re-
sultcd in not following the Lord. This
is another example ofa very poor
choice. It was the wrong choice. Judas
Iscariot chose to betray the l-ord. He
paid an awfirl price. Hc lost his soul.
He is descnbed in the scripture as the
son of perdition. What a torrible way
to be remembered. Eccìesiastes 7:l
states, "A good name is better than
precious ointment..." A good name ca.n
be associated with good choiccs, good
decisions which result in a good life.

How many times have you heard
someone testifl, they wished they had
served the Lord from their youth rather
tha¡ later in lifc? That testimony is
based on the joy which is a result of
their decision to love a¡d serve tìe
Lord. It is a testimony that expresses
the blessings one expericnces fiom his
or her decision to cast their lot with
Jcsus Christ.

What is your choice? Whom do
you servc? Whom do you want to
serve? The Lord said you cannot serve
God a¡d mammon. It is one or the
othcr. You cannot have one foot in
and one foot out.

Joshua said, ". . . choose ye this
day whom ye will serve . . . but as for
me and my house, we will serve the
Lord." What a wise choice. Male it
yours as well.

MBA Highlights
Cont¡nued from Page 7

hear the greatness ofGod. Been-
thralled with The Church of Jesus
Christ!" Brother Dominic encouraged
everyone to make the work of tle
Church uppcrmost in our minds. "We
can't put our own agendas bcfore God
We need to work just as hard for the
Church as we do for tcmporal things.
We must tum over a new leaf in this

next century. Let's be people of purity,
unity, and peace; quiet not contentious,
patient not aggravated, inclined to co-
operate at all tirncs. There is no other
way to bring the ship of Zion forward.
Nothing takes the place of The Church
ofJesus Christ!"

Concluding tle servicc, the young
people came forward and were ad-
dressed by Brother Tom Liberto, Sr.
who cncouraged them to prepâre
thcmselves to be used ofGod. Assist
the Church in bringing others to the
knowledgc of Christ. Brother Joe
Calabrese offered a prayer over the
young people and we cnded another
beautiful weekcnd in the house of God.
Praise and glory belongs to Jesus
Christ; the Rock of our Salvation, the
Foundation ofour Church, The Church
ofJesus Christ, in which we love.

Baptisms and
Reinstatement

Angela Gioia Ficarra was bap-
tized on Scptcmber 26, 1999 in Branch
#1, Chesterfield, MI. She was bap-
tized by Brother Mike LaSala and she
was confirmed by Brother Frank
Naøli.

Robert H. Joswiak was baptized .

on September 12, 1999 in the
Fredonia, Pennsylvania Branch. Hc
was baptizod by Brother Paul Ciotti,
Sr., and he was confirmed by Brother
Russell Cadman.

Rebecca Hemmings was baptized
on September 19, 1999 at the Penn-
Mid Atlantic Area MBA Campout.
She was baptized by Brother Arthur H.
Gehly, Sr., and she was confirmed by
Brother Isaac Smith.

Isaac Reyes was baptized on
October 31, 1999 in the Freehold, NJ
Bra¡ch. He was baptized by Brother
Joseph Perri and he was confirmed by
Brother Jim Crudup.

Becky Charlton was reinstated as
a member ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ in Branch #2, Detroit, MI on
November 14, 1999.

Jennifer Ann Nnadi was baptized
on August 15, 1999 in the Columbus,
Ohio Mission. She was baptized a-nd

confirmcd by Brother Alan Metzler.
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Children Blessed

Isaiah William Ridley, son of William Ridley, Jr. and
Angela Ridley, was blessed on Apnl4, 1999 in the Colum-
bus, Ohio Mission.

Julie Kaeli Briarur Cassiday, daughær of Lori
(Champine) ard Chris Cassiday wa-s blessed on November
I l, 1999 in the Inner City Branch, Detroit, Michigan.

Joseph Daniel Graham, son of Gary and Susan Gra-
ham, was blessed in the Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch on
October 24, 1999.

Eliz¿beth Sacramento, daughter of Gilberto and Maria
Sacramento, was blessed on December 5, 1999 in the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.

Gilberto Sacramento, son of Gilberto and Maria
Sacramento, was blessed in the Freehold, New Jersey
Branch on Deccmber 5, 1999.

Leslie Sacramento, daughter of Gilberto a¡rd Maria
Sac¡amento, was blessed on December 5, 1999 in the
Freehold, New Jcrsey Branch.

Jacqueline Hemandez, daughter of Rosalba Hernandez,
was blessed in the Freehold, New Jersey Branch on De¿em-
ber 5, I999.

Stacy Llnn Michelessi, daughter of Brother Joseph
Michelessi, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on December 19, 1999.

Tami Nicole Michelessi, daughter of Brother Joseph
Michèlessi, was blessed on December 19, 1999 in the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch.

Shannon Marie Michelessi, daughter ofBrother Joseph
Michelessi, was blessed on December 19, 1999 in the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvánia Branch.

Joseph Thomas Michelessi, son of Brother Joseph
Michclessi, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Bránch on Deceniber 19, 1999.

Address Change

Name

Add¡ess

Phone

Fiftieth Plus Anniversary

We wish lo express our congratulalions to lhose
celebrating these signifcanr spiritual milestones in their
Iives. May God bless you.

Sister Eva Moore of the Imperial, Pennsylvania
Branch, recently celebrated ñftyæight years as a member of
The Church ofJesus Christ.

OBITUARIES
lle wish to express our sympalhy to those who moum

lhe loss ol loved ones. May God bless and comþrt you.

JOHN AZZINARO

Brother John Azzinaro passed on to his heavenly
reward on December 13, 1999. He was a member ofthe
Simi Valley, Califomia Branch. Brother John is survived
by his wife, Sister Betty Azzinaro; two sisters, Sisters
JosephineJasmin and Marie McGuire; two sons, John

Vincent and Daniel Peter and sevcral grandchildren, nieces

and nephews.

GRACE LACOMMARE

Sister Grace LaCommare, a member of the Modesto,
California Bra¡ch, passed on to her heavenly reward on

October 30, 1999. She was an ordained Deaconess in The
Church of Jesus Christ. Sister Grace is survived by her two
sons; Stephen and Joseph; three daughters, Mary Nichols,
Pat Joha¡nsen and Shirley LaCommare; ten grandchildren

a¡d eight great-grandchildren.

DOROTHY GILBERT

Sister Dorothy Gilbert, a member of the Imperial,
Pennsylvania Branch, passed on to her heavenly reward on

January 5, 2000. She is survived by her sister, Sister
Elizabeth Rosemeier, and many nieces and nephews.

, PALMINA STRACCIA

Sister Palmina Straccia passed on to her heavenly
reward on August 18, 1999. She was a member of Branch
#z,Detroit, Michigan. Sisær Palmina was an ordained
Deaconess in The Church of Jesus Christ. She is survived
by two nephews, a niece a¡d their families.
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A Message from India
By Sisler Mary Dev

I would like to write how The
Church ofJcsus Christ was started in
Ayalur, India.

A very good soul, Dr- B. D.
Livingston, who has since passed
away, contacted The church ofJesus
Christ in 1974. At that time, he did
not get baptized. Because ofhim, tle
Church made an effort to go to India.
Brother Devanandam was baptized in
the United States in April l98l and
was ordaincd an Eldcr on November
22, 1981. Thus, the work of "The
Church ofJesus Christ" was stårted
in Thiruniravar. But the will of the
Lord was to build a Church at Ayalur.

In those days and still in these
days, it was vcry hard to start the
Church. Brother Dev used to cycle
18-20 miles every day. He would
often get home at l:00 in the mom-
ing. I cannot forget his cycled days.

Brother Dev is a God fearing
man and he believed that you first
seck the Lord. He would knecl daily
and pray for eight hours. Brother
Dev was very particular about the
îospel work. Church came first and
then he would take care of our home.
Really, it is the truth! God, the Lord
Jcsus has rewardcd us with many
wonderful blessings.

Pennit me to write about thc

wonderful and powcrful works done in
India. At the timc of thc dcdication of
our Chur,ch in Ayalur,,a Hindu
temple, which was ncarby, fell down
and was broken. I felt the power of
God!

I must give testimony about
Brotlrer Joscph Calabrose. I can say
he is quick to answer lettcrs. He is a
very encouraging man. All Church
works are growing just like a light. In
Brother Joe's last lcttcr that hc wrote,
he said, 'We pray for you and for
your family always, for God used you
and your family to establish His
Church, The Church ofJcsus Christ,
in India first." I wish Brothcr Joc a
long life oftcn thousand years to
guide us. Wc wa¡ted and have secn
the l,ord's power. That is why we
wait, God said.

I can givc many tcstimonics in
ways our Almighty God has helpcd
us.

In 1984, I was touchcd by an
angel. An angcl touched on my
shoulder and said, "Mary, you must
take baptism." I obeved! Permit me
to write a line about myself. I was a
staunch Lutheran, but by thc inspira-
tion of úe Lord, I am following the
paths ofmy husbard. Brother Joseph
Calabrese baptized me and my elder
son, Jacob.

I did not know there were so
many missions, but aftcr bcing
married, I ca¡ne to kno\¡/ we had many

missions. I have three childrcn; two
boys, Jacob and David, and one
daughter, Mercy Shiela- My wish is
that I and my family will serve the
Lord to our last breath.

I must give my testimony about
my son Jacob. When he was a baby,
he got very sick and was about to die.
I knelt and prayed for his life. I
prayed, "Lord, if he gets better, let my
son Jacob be your sexton or ovcn a
swecpcr in your Church," Our Lord
was great enough to givc him life and I
prayed that he would bc a Gospcl
worker. I prayed threc years for his
ordination. Surely, my Almighty Lord
has ordained him. He has becn a
Gospel worker for two years and helps
his dad in Church works.

We needed a Ladies' Uplift Circle
in India. I can never forget the praycr
of Brother Joe Calabrese and Sister
Vicki Calabrese. At first, I did not like
it but I used to tell him to pray. I hope
that prayer brings victory. With
praycr, all is gain, without praycr, all
is vain!

The l,ord Jesus he¿rd our praycr.
On Dcccmber I, 1985, the first Ladies'
Uplift Circle bcgan with ten sistcrs.
We mcct the first Sunday of each
month. We have very prayerful sisters.
I send our report to our President on
the 5th ofcvery month. In 1986, I
prayed one night and an angel came to

(Continued on Page 10)
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Ephraim and Manasseh

By Aposlla Joseph Lovalvo

PART I

Great and mighty are the ways of the
Lord! There is none like unto the God
of Israel, who rideth thc sky in His
excellency, extonding His great
mercies a¡d love to thc human race
from gcneration to generation, giving
knowlcdge, wisdom and undcrstard-
ing to everyone who has come to FIim
with a broken heart.and.a contrite .

spirit.

Apostle Joseph Lovalvo

There have been many doubts
about Ephraim, the son ofJoseph,
who was thc son ofJacob. conceming
how hc came to this la¡d a¡d where he
is today.

Referring to Genesis 49:22,

"Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a
fruitfrrl bough by a wcll; whose
branches run over the wall," These
"branches" that went over thc wall or
the great sea, are none other than the
descendants of Joscph, Ephraim and
Marasseh. If Ephraim and Manasseh
ìvent ovor tho wall or the great sea, let
us find out where they went and how
they got there.

Gcnesis 49:26 reads, "The
blessings ofthy father have prcvailed
abovc the blcssings ofmy progcnitors
a¡d unto the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills: they shall be on the
head of Joscph, a¡d on the crovnn of
thc be¿d of him that was separatc
from his brethren."

In Deutcronomy 33:13-17,
Moses blesses the Twelve Tribes of
Israel, "And of Joseph he said,
Blessed ofthe Lord be his land, for
thc prccious things of hcaven, for the
dew, and for the deep that coucheth
beneath, And for the precious fruits
brought forth by the sun, and for thc
precious things brought forth by the
moon, A¡d for the chiefthings ofthe
anciont mountains, and for the pre-
cious things oftho lasting hills, And
for the precious things of the earth
and fulncss thercoÍl and for the good
will of him that dwclt in the bush: lct
the blcssing come upon the head of
Joseph and upon the top ofthe head

ol'him that was scparatcd from his
brethrcn. His glory is like the firstling
of his bullock and his homs are like
thc homs of unicoms, with them he
shall push the people togct}er to the
ends of the e¿rth: and they are the ten
tlousa¡ds of Ephraim and thcy are
the thousands of Ma¡asseh."

From the prophecies and bless-
ings upon Joscph by Jacob and Moses,

we gather that Joseph was to receive a
land ovcr and above a¡d beyond the ¡
land that was given to Ephraim and
Ma¡rasseh in the la¡d of Cana¿n. Both
Jacob a¡rd Moses dcclared that this
land would be a blessed land and that
it would be gloriously Íiuitful. fie
Book of Mormon (Ether 13:2) defi-
nitoly states that this la¡d should be a
blessed land above all other lands, a
chosen land ofthe Lord. Genesis
49:25," .. . who shall bless thee with
blcssings of heavcn abovc, blessings
of thc dccp that licth undcr, blessings
ofthe breasts, and of the womb: The
blcssings of thy fadrer have prevailed
above the blessings ofmy progenitors
unto the utmost bounds ofthc ever-
lasting hills." Moscs declared,
"Blcssed ofthe Lord be his land, the
prccious things ofhcaven." Again we
see that Joseph would receive spiritual
blessings from hcaven. His descen-
dants would have the glory, power and
oracles ofGod entrusted to thcm and
now hc said, "and for the precious
fruits brought forth by the sun and for
the precious things brought forth by I
thc moon a¡d the chiefthings ofthe
a.ncicnt mounLains and for thc prccious
things ofthe lasting hills." Thcre
wcre other prophets beside Jacob, who
prophcsied that the descendants of
Israel would go over the sea. Isaiah
l6:8 states, "For the fields ofHeshbon
languish and the vine of Sibman: the
lords of the beathen havc broken down
the principal plants thereof, they aro

come evon unto Jazer, they wandered
through the wildemess; her branches
aro stretched out, they are gone ovcr
the sca." Also, read Jercmiah 48:32,
"O vine of Sibmah, I will seep for thee

with the weeping ofJazer: thy plants
are gonc over the sea, they rcach even

to the sea ofJazer; the spoilcr is fallen
upon thy sunìmor fruits and upon thy
vintage."

Jacob was not alone in his
inspìred prophecy that Joseph's
desccndants or branches would go
over the wall or over the sea. Isaiah
and Jeremiah also dcclarcd that a
rcm¡ant oflsrael would go over the

sea. It has becn established that
Joseph would be given a land, ard that
his posterity would go ovcr the sea to
that land that God would give
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Ephraim and Manasseh as a la¡d of
their inheritance.

Let us search the scriptures a
little furthcr. In Gencsis 48th chapter,
Jacob dcclares that Ephraim and
Manasseh were his, even as Reuben
and Simeon wcrc his. Jacob adopted
tåese two boys and called upon thc
angel whìch had redeemed him from
all cvil to bless Ephraim and
Manasseh. ". . . letmyname be
named on them, and let them grow
into a multitude in the midst of the
eårth." Whcn thc Prophct Jacob made
this declaration he was in Egypt, but
ifone sta¡ds where the prophet was
and travels eastward or westward, one
would come to thc midst of tho earth,
thc North ard South American
Contincnt.

Bcfore the nation of Judah was
taken into captivity by the Babylonian
Empirc under King Ncbuchadnezzar,
thc Prophet Jeremiah spoke to the
inhabitants of Hazor, which was a
possession oflsrael and occupied by
thcm saying: "Flee, gct you far off
dwell dccp, O ye inhabitants ofHazor,
saith the Lord; for Nebuchadnezzar
King of Babylon hath taken counsel
against you, a¡d hath conceived a
purposc against you. Arise, get you
up unto the wealthy nation, that
dwelleth without care, saith the Lord,
which have neither gates nor bars,
which dwcll alonc" (Jercmiah 49:30-
3l).

At t}c time that Jeremiah spoke,
this prophecy could not be directed to
any other land upon the face ofthe
earth, except the North and South
American continents, which dwelt
without concem or care, requiring no
fortifications, no gates and no bars. It
was isolated, alone and lay afar off.

In Isaiah l8th chapter, lst verse,
the prophet describes a land shadow-
ing with wings, which is beyond the
rivers ofEthiopìa. Taking our place
at Jerusalem where the prophet stood
whcn making this declaration and
looking beyond thc rivers of Ethiopia,
lhe Nilc, and its wondcrful tributarics
ihich lay west of Jerusalem, the first
and only land beyond is thc North and
South Amcrican continent which is
stretched out like two great wings. ln
the mouth of Jacob, Isaiah, a¡d

Jercmiah thc truth is agin cstablished.
The land which God gave Ephraim
and Manasseh is the North and South
America¡r continent with the Atla¡tic
Occan on onc sidc a¡d the Pacific
Oce¿¡ on the other which fulfills the
words of thc great prophet Nephi. He
said, 'We have been driven out of the
la¡rd ofour inheritance, but we have
been led to a better land, that the Lord
has madc the sea our path and we are
upon ar islc of thc sca." Again.
Genesis 48: l7-20, when Joseph saw
tlrat his father laid his right hand upon
the head of Ephraim, it displcased him
and he held up his father's hand, to
remove it from Ephraim's head unto
Manasseh's head: "And Joscph said
unto his father, not so, my father; for
this is the firstbom; put thy right hand
upon his head. And his fathcr re-
fuscd, and said, I k¡ow it, my son, I
know it: he also shall bccome a pcople,
and he also shall be grcat: but truly
his younger brother shall be greater
than hc, and his secd shall become a
multitudc ofnations. And he blcssed
thcm that day, saying, In thec shall
Israel bless, saying, God make thee as
Ephraim and as Manasseh: and he set
Ephraim bcforc Marassch."

According to this prophccy,
Ephraim and Manassch would become
inseparable. Thcy would grow into a
multitude in this great and promised
land and Ephraim would become a
multitudc ofnations. God gave this
glorious land to Joscph in ftlfillmcnt
ofthe words ofMoses: "...theyare
thc tcn thousands of Ephraim and they
are the thousa¡ds ofManasseh" (Deu-
teronomy 33:17). Nowhere else but in
Amcrica could this happen. Columbus
found a multitude ofnations (Indians)
living on this Iand. An estimatcd two
thousand dialccts werc spokcn by thcm.

Again, the fact must be rciter-
ated, thât Ephraim and Manasseh
would nevcr be separated, but would
dwell togcthcr in the land that God
gave to thcir father Joscph. When
God commandcd Lchi to take his
family and thc rccords that wcrc in
Jerusalem and leave that city because
ofthe impending dcstruction that was
going to ta.ke place by the hand of the
Babylonian Empire, he invitcd a man
by the name of Ishmael to go with him

on this expedition. Ishmael was
persuaded and along with his family
conscnted to go with Lehi. They also
took with them another man by thc
name ofZoram, thc servant ofLabarì.
It is recorded in the Book of Mormon
that læhi and his family wcre direct
descendants of Manasseh. But, thcrc
is no record of the genealogy of
Zo¡an.

In reading from Discourse by
Aposlle Eraslus Snow at Logan,
Uøh, May 6, I 882; (sce Journal of
Discourses volume 23, p.p. 184, 185)
it statcs, "The Prophet Joscph in-
formcd us th¡t thc rccord ofLehi was
contained on thc one hundrcd a¡d
sixtccn pagcs that were first trarslated
and subsequently stolen and of which
an abridgment is given us in the First
Book of Nephi, which is the record of
Ncphi, individually, hc himsclf bcing
ofthe lineage of Manasseh, but that
lshmaelwas ofthc lineage ofEphraim. "

Another expedition was made
during the time that Zedekiah, King of
Judah. was carricd away captivc inl.o
Babylon. The Book ofOmni, thc
l6th to l8th verses statos, "And thcy
joumeycd in the wildemcss, and we re
brought by the hand ofthe Lord
across tho grcat watcrs, into the land
whcrc Mosiah discovered thcm; and
they had dwelt thcrc from that timc
forth. And at thc timc that Mosiah
discovcrcd thcm, thcy had bccomc
exceeding numcrous. Ncvcrthelcss,
thcy had had many wars and scrious
contentions, and had fallen by the
sword from timc to timc; and thcir
language had bccome corrupted, and
they had brought no records with
thcm; and thcy dcnicd the beiDg of
their Creator; a¡d Mosiah, nor the
pcople of Mosiah, could understand
thcm. But it came to pass that
Mosiah causcd that thcy should be
taught in his language. And it camc
to pass that afìcr thcy wcrc taught in
the language of Mosiah, Zarahcmla
gave a genealogy of his fathers,
according to his memory; and thcy are
written, but not in theso plates," Now,
there is a record ofscveral persons,
namely Ishmael, Zoram, and Zara-
hcmla, brought to this promised land

(Cont¡nued on Page 10)
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Two major missionary commit-
tces ofThe Church ofJcsus Christ, thc
Amcricas Missionary Opcrating
Committcc and thc Forcign Missionary
Opcrating Committee, mct during
Fcbruary. The AMOC assembled at
thc Aliquippa, Pcnnsylvania Branch on
Friday and Saturday, February 4 and
5, and thc FMOC convoncd at thc
Libcrty Branch in Warren, Ohio on Fri-
day and Saturday, February l8 and 19.

Thc scope ofthe work bcing done
was revicwed, and plans wcre made for
thc futurc, Thcse included trips and
budgctary rcquircmcnts. Thc various
subcommittccs and coordinators for
cach of thc countrics in which mission-
ary cfforts are bcing expcndcd pre-
scntcd rcports and valuablc insights
about thc locations undcr thcir chargc.

PRAYËIì SEI{VICES

A praycr scrvice was conductcd at
each ofthc gathcrings to thank God for
His direction, His prcparation of the
souls in the diffcrent fields, and to seek
His favor in thc futurc. Thc ways in
which thc Lord has bccn dcaling with
individuals in placcs whcrc bascs arc
cstablishcd or are bcing explorcd were
rclatcd and expcricnccs rcccivcd in the
ficlds wcre citcd, which brought many
blcssings into thc meetings. The
drcams and visions givcn to thc sinccrc
in hcart, somctimes even bcforc they
mct thc Church,were cdifuing. Itwas ne-
ccssary on occasion during thc scssions.
as the Spirit prompted, to stop and
praisc Cod for IIis lovc a¡rd kindncss.

Committee prescntations included
the spiritual condition, stâtus, poten-
tial, goals, and additional assistance
ncedcd in the particular fields. The
audio and video portions depicted the
actual places vividly. Baptisms and
other ordinances pointod out the
universal joy rcceived in serving the
Lord.

The touching testimonies,of com-
mittcc mcmbcrs rcflccted thc dircction,
dctcrmination, and foresight bcing
employed to further the Lord's work.
Through their personal cxperiences,
they discloscd how their lives have
been affccted by what has transpired in
their working for thc ficlds. Some of
thcm stated that thcy had no idea they
would bc working in and for a ccrtain
country and location but that God had
instillcd thc dcsire within thcm to do so

and thcy were blcsscd. Anyone who
has bccn active in ary outreach
activities ca-n idcntiry with this kind of
fulfillment.

AIIXILIARY LNTTS

The hclp of the Church's auxil-
iary units was also spccificd, as the
Gcncral Missionary Bcnevolcnt
Association and mcmber locals, the
Gencral Ladies' Circle and member
circlcs, and thc Sunday Schools have
bcen very supportive ofthc missionary
efforts. These groups have been
faithful with their prayers a¡d contri-
butions.

Thc importancc of the Missionary
Foundation Committee of The Church

Missionary Committees Meet in February

By Carl J. Frammolino, Dvangelist Edilor

ofJesus Christ was also emphasized.
The foundation is dcvotcd to raising
funds for the missionary efforts of the
Church.

In formulating budgets for the
future, specific goals which must be
met werc highlighted. Thcse, of
course, include the fixed goals and
additional requircments which are
neccssary to opcrate properly. In somc
countries, humanitarian efforts are
required for the good of the people.
What could be achieved if more finan-
cial support were received was also
considered. Importantly, mo¡e human
resources were also documcnted as
bcing necessary to expand further as

direction from God is received.

COMMTNICATON FLOWS

Communication flows and intcr-
nal and extemal methods ofgetting the
good news out were also discussed.
Thcrc is much to bc rcported but time
and space limitations make it diflicult
to communicate effectively, as is true
in just about any disseminating finc- I

tion The realization is that thc
brothcrs and sisters are interested in
knowing what is going on, as thoy have
undoubtcdly prayed a¡d offere.d
support for the missionary work, and
ìvart to be informed, accordingly.
Accclerating the process would be
greatly apprcciated therefore. The
Gospel News and the Missionary
Foundation Ncwslcller are lhc main
Church organs which are used to '?et
the word out." Utilization oftechno-
logical advancements was also probed.

Among new initiatives discussed
was the enlisting ofadditional workcrs

(Cont¡nued on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint

How do people know you are a member of lhe Church of Jesus Christ? Is it because thcy scc
you going to Church? Is it because you have told your ncighbors that you attcnd Thc Church
ofJesus Christ? .There is one way described by the Lord that conveys to the entire world that
you are a disciple and member ofThe Church ofJcsus Christ.

You will find the method ofrecognition depicted by the Lord in John l3:34-35 which states, "A
new commandment I give unto you, That ye love onc anothcr; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know that ye arc my disciples, if ye havc love one to
another."

Please notice that Jcsus Christ comma¡ded that we love onc anothcr. This is not ar option. It
is a requirement for Him to extend salvation to you. He said on anothcr occasion, "This is my
commaldment, That ye love one another, as I havc loved you." Christ continues this theme of
love by expressing, "Greate r love hath no man than he lay down his life for his friends. Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I commard you."

Jesus Christ set thc supreme example. by sacrificing his lifc for mankind. He gave His Iifc for
His friends. He gavc His life for the entire world thât if thcy would obcy His commandmcnts,
which include faith, repcntancc, baptism and reception ofthe Holy Ghost, they would reap an
etcmal rcward in the heavenly kingdom ofGod and Jcsus Christ. These arejusta fcw of His
commandments. Thcrc are many otlcrs, but bc¿r in mind that He told Nicodcmus that unless

a man is bom ofthe water a¡d of tle spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of Hcavcn. In fact,
the Lord told Nicodemus that w¡thout this new birth, a person will not cven sec hcaven !

Love is the true test ofa disciple of tho Lord. It is the truc tost ofa son and daughter ofJcsus
Christ. It is the true tcst ofa brothcr a¡d sistcr in Christ Jesus.

Onc way we show our love to God and for God is through brotherly love. How can a pcrson

say he or she loves God and hatcs his brothcr? Ifa person says he lovcs God and hatcs his brothcr,
he is a liar. This is scripture! Thesc are the words of the Lord Himself. It is also askcd in
scripture how can a man love God who he has not sccn and not love his brother whom hc has

secn? It simply is notpossible to love God and hate or dcspise your brother. You must rcmcmbcr,
ifyou call your brother a fool, you are in dangcr of losing your soul,

The entirc law hinges on the love of God. Jesus Christ tells us we must love God above all a¡d
we must love our neighbors as we love ourselves. He goes on to say wc must love our enemies.

We must do good to those who despitefully use us for their gain or gratification. We have.to
possess the love ofGod to obtain a lcvel ofrighteousness that conveys a saint ofGod. Thismcans
we must love all mcn and women, regardless of thcir state or condition. We arc not to love the
sin. We must love the sinner. The Lord loved all. His examples offorgiveness are based on
His love for mankind. He forgave thc adulterous woman. He forgave the woman at the well.
Hc forgavc Alma, thc son olAlma, He forgave the sons of Mosiah. Ask yoursclf, could you
have washed the fcet ofJudas Iscariot, knowing that he was your cncmy and would betray you?

Have you ever tried to imagine the Lord bending to his knees, towel in ha¡d, the feet ofJudas
lscariot in His ha¡ds and Him washing the feet ofthe man who has come to be known as the son

ofperdition? This is the kind oflovc thc Lord wants us to possess ard exhibit towards our fellow
man. This is known as Love Divinc, All Love Excelling!

Onc ofthe Lord's Apostles, John, is known as the Apostle oflove. He tclls us in his writings
that we know that we have passed from dcåth into a life with Jesus Christ because we love or
lovcd the brethren. Those that do not love their brother or sìster abide in death! Those who do
not love the Lord, do not love their enemies, their ncighbors, their brethren, those that despise
you, are in a sad spiritual state.
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Children's

Corner

Ry Sister Janet Steinrock

"Too Small to Fight"

Dear Girls and Boys,

rvVhen Solomon was king, he
gradually disappointed God, and led
his nation astray. As an old man, he
let one of his new young wives talk him
into building a temple for the statues of
hcr false gods.

Soon a great many ofthe pcople
began to serve all sorts ofidols. They
built temples and statuos, and plantcd
groves of trees in high places in the
hills to worship. They forgot the good
laws ol"God. and forgot His promises
made to thcm, His choscn pcoplc.

When Solomon died and new
kings came to power, the nation con-
tinued to serve their idols. Many wars
broke out among thcse people ând their
nôighboring countries.

Finally, a king named Asa was
bonr who chose to lead his people back
to God. Asa took away the altars of
the strange gods, the high places, broke
down the idols, and cut down the
groves. Hc even removed his own
mother from bcing qUeen and leader
because she made an idol in a grove to
worship.

Thirty years Asa ruled and
struggled with his people to serve the
ono, true, living God. When he died,
his son, Jehoshaphat, also chose to
follow the commandments of God, and
walk in his father's footsteps.

Therefore, God blessed this young
king richly. The fear of the Lord fell
upon all the kingdoms of the la¡ds that
were round about Judah, so that tbey
made no war against Jehoshaphat.
They brought him gifts so he would not
be their enemy. Some of the Philistines
brought him silvcr, and thc Arabians

brought him thousands of rams and
goats. King Jehosbaphat's kingdom
grew richer ard more important.

Still, he never forgot what was
morc important thar gold ard silver-
God's love. King Jeboshaphat sent
Lcvite priests throughout the land to
tcach the Iaws ofGod to all the people.
He built up the cities and set honcst
judges up to rule the people.

Again thc Israelite people began
to flourish, and word of God's rich
blessings on this people traveled
throughout the world. Then a terrible
message was brought to King Jeho-
shaphat: A hugc army from across the
sca was on its way to attack Jcho-
shaphat's kingdom. There wcrc three
countries coming: the Ammonites, the
Moabites, and the pcople from Mount
Seii.

Against such a multitude, the
small nation ofJudal had no chance.

Jehoshaphat fcarcd and set himselfto
seek the Lord, A fast throughout all 

t
the la¡d was planned. No one ate or
drank; all of Judah, the mothers,
children, and fathers stood befo¡c the
Lord and prayed for their lives.

King Jehoshaphat stood in the
congregatíon and said to God, "O
Lord, we have no might against this
great company which is coming against
us. rr¡y'c don't know what to do, but our
eyes are upon You." They trusted in
God to savc them, and He spoko to
them by sending His Spirit to one of
the Levite priests.

The Lord told them, "Be not
afraid or dismayed by this great
muhitudc of encmies that are coming
upon you, for this battle is not yours
but is the Lord's."

He told thcm tomorrow thcy

(continued on Page I 1)
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Baptism in Forest Hills, FL

lly Brother Dan I?isola

"Take my yoke upon you, and
leam of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and yc shall find rcst unto
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light" (Matthew I l:29-
30)

A burden was truly lifted on
August 29, 1999, as Nick Zinzi, Jr.,
gave his lifc to Jesus Christ. Brother
Nick has progressive multiple sclcrosis
and has been in a wheelchair for more
than ton years, Throughout the years
of fighting this disease, his wife left
him and his two sons rarely communi-
cato \ryith him. Thc discase has pro-
gressed to the point where hc is basically
a quadriplegic. Hc ccrtainly has not
had an easy road; however, he always
carries a smile on his face and offers
this advice to anyono who is contom-
plating baptism: "If there is a will,
there is a way. "

The saints truly rejoiced as
Brother Nick was carried in his wheel-
chair into the watcr by Brothers John
GrifIith, Milford Eutsey, Jr., Sam
Risola, Jr,, and Jim Speck. Brother
John Griflith baptizcd Brother Nick
and Brother Jim Speck confirmcd him.
Bccause of his condition, he was
confirmed and given sacrament at the
water's edge instead ofgoing back to
the branch. Afterwards, we congrc-
gated at the branch for our regular
service and to give thanks to God for
the wonderful miraclethat we witnessed.
We began our meeting by hearing a
song by Sisters Linda Bcnyola and
Christina Benyola entitled, Living for
Jesus. Then, the Ministry related an
experience that Brother Nick had while
hc was in thc hospiL:rl with pncumonia:

"Thursday nigbt, August 19,
1999, I was in the hospital. I was in
and out of consciousncss. Whilc in an
unconscious statc, I had an cxpcricnce.
There were two robes, one black on the
right and one white on the left, each

pulling my arms. The black one was
pulling me down witl much force, but
the white one was pulling me up. Thc
white robe eventually won! While
being unconscious, ard then back into
consciousncss, I knew the black robe
was Sata¡ trying to take me. Fnday,
August 27, 1999, I awoke crying. My
mom, Sister Pearl Zitui, canc in and
asked me what I \ryanted for brcåÌfast,
then asked why I was crying, She
thought something was wrong with my
health. I told hcr I wanted to get
baptized and to call Brother John
Griffith to get the elders togcthcr to see

bow it could bc done. She askcd what

Brothers Sam Risola Jr., Nick Zinzi
Jr., John Gr¡ff¡th, M¡lford Eutsey Jr.,
and Jim Speck.

brought this on? I told her I had a
revelation. God came and told me to
let it go, let it go, let it go, God will
take care of everything."

While the Elders were praying for
Brother Nick on Friday night, August
20, 1999, the gift oftongues was givcn
with the interpretation, "Thus saith the
Lord. I am with you," Sister Lorrainc
Rose also had a¡ expericnce relating to
his calling:

"After hcaring from Sister Pearl
about Nick going to the hospital, I
prayed evcr so hard for God to givc
Nick the strength to overcome what-

ever he was going tlrrough. He had
been on my mind quite often during the
past month and each time, the thought
of baptism would come to my mind. In
the coursc ofmy praying, Ijust asked
God if this was his time to be baptized,
just let him open his heart to hear his
call. I didn't undcrstand why I had this
thought. When Nick a¡rd Sister Pcarl
told me of Nick's revelation, I was able
to relate to why he was on my mind. I
thank God He is always therc for us."

The members of the Forest Hills,
Florida Branch thank God that a¡other
soul was brought to Jesus Christ. Con-
tinue to romcmber us in your praycrs
as we seÆk to bring more to Him in this
part ofthe vineyard.

Baptisms in Branch #2,
Detroit, Ml

By Sisler Carolyrn O'Connor

The Lord has continued to blcss
Branch #2 in Dctroit, Michigan with
growth. Rcccntly, this growth has
come in the form of drrcc ncw mcm-
bcrs.

There are many similarities
between these new converts. They are
all thrcc young womcn, still.in high
school. They were raised in Thc
Church ofJesus Christ by loving and
devoted parents. Each of them also felt
their calling at a campout or confcr-
ence. Two ofthcm are sistcrs and all
three of them are friends. I would like
to share the ir testimonies with you,

Sister Karcn Henderson was
baptizcd on July 4, 1999. She felt thc
Lord's calling while at the World
Missionary Conference in Kankakce,
Illlinois. Sister Karen writes, "We
were gathcrcd outside the main audito-
rium one evening singing and praying.
I asked for praycr and Brother Kcn
Lombardo anointed me. While he was
praying, I too was praying that it was
my time to make a commitment to
God.

"Añcr praycr, we sang a song in
Spanish. I knew that the song was for
me evcn though I do not speak Spanish

(Continued on Page 8)
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Baptisms in Branch #2
Continued from Page 7

ard I had to ask Sister Alma Palacios
to explain the words to me. She said
the words mealt, 'Decide, decide, the
door is open, the time is now.' 'When

the song was finished, I asked for my
baptism. I shared my testimony with
tle group a¡d we closed in prayer
while holding hands and forming the
shape ofa heart."

Sister Karen was baptized at the
Munccy, Ontario, Canada Mission
while visiting with a group of young
people. She was baptized by her
father, Brother Larry Henderson and
confirmed by Brother Lconard A.
Lovalvo.

Sister Laura Lambert writes, "I
was baptized on July 7, 1999, by
Brother Leonard A. Lovalvo and con-
finncd by Brother Dan Par¡ava¡o. I
askcd for my baptism at the World
Missionary Confercnce. My prayer for
a few years hâs becn to hear the song,
lÌor Those T'ears I Died, when it was
my timc. During tho conference on
Wcdnesday night at thc youth mccting,
thc brothcr that was leading thc singing
called hymn #l l5 in our songbooks
and my heart started to pound. When I
looked at the song, it was For Those
Tcars I Dicd. I could not stop crying
through the whole meeting, I could
feel the Spirit of God within me.

"After the meeting, I asked for
praycr and then u/ent to my room and
asked God for another sign. The next
day in chapel, we again sang the song
and I knew that the Lord was calling
me . I thânk God for giving me this
blessing and I thank Him for His won-
derful Church."

Sister Christine Henderson was
baptized on September 24, 1999, by
her father Brother Larry Henderson
and confirmed by Brother Leonard A.
Lovalvo. She writes, "I was at the
Penn-Mid Atlantic Campout in Penn-
sylvania in September when I asked for
my baptism. During the meeting on
Saturday night, the young people wcre
asked to come up front and sing ard
give their testimonies. By the time we
were about to sit down, many were
crying, including mysclf. I knew that I
wanted to be a¡ointed for direction but

as soon as the meeting ended, I went in
the opposite direction of the pulpit. I
found my older sister, Karen, a¡d told
her that I wanted to be prayed for. She
took my hand and w€ wont to the front
of the room. As soon as Brother Pete

Giannctti lifted his hands from my
head, I kncw instantly t}at it was my
time."

Pleasc pray for these three young
sisters. They have a full life ahcad of
them witl many choicos. They are the
future of our Bra¡ch. Please ask God
to kcep them close and share with thcm
His Spirit and many gifìs.

Souls Dedicated in Mid-
Georgia

By Brolher Corey Morris

Our recently baptized Sister Olive
Polly had told her gentleman admircr.
"All I wa¡t is a ma¡r who will serve
God with me." That kind of spiritual
persistcncc, couplcd with a lot of
prayer, ultimately culminated in the
wedding union ofSister Olive and her
admirer, Mr. John (Bcbe) Thompson.
But the truth be known, when Brother
Bcbe made his wishes known that he
wa¡ted to be baptized, úe Priesthood

Brother Ken staley baptiz¡ng
Brother John (Bebe) Thompson.

asked him to explain why he wanted to
bc baptizcd. With Sistcr Polly at his 

,

side. he simply rcplied, 'ìlo offcnsc to
her, but whether she agrees to marry
me or not, I want God to forgivc mc of
all of my sin," So with that resptnse,
on Saturday, August 28, 1999, Brother
Bebe made a commitrnent to Sister
Olive, a¡d on Sunday, August 29, 1999,
he made a commitment to tle Lord!

Singing to the glory of God seems
to be the MidCeorgia Mission's
favorite thing to do. So after the
wedding, with many of the bride a¡d
groom's families still present, the
saints gathercd around the piano and
began to sing praises to God. We
cnded our scason of singing with
praycr, thanking God for the beautiful
day and asking Him for an outpouring
of His Spirit on tho morrow.

The next moming brought a
special excitement as we startcd the
day at the water's edge. What a
beautiful moming it was, with a light
breeze and a mild 75 degree tempera-
ture. With the water glistening in thc
background, Brothcr Kcn Sølcy asked 

1

Brother Bebe, "Do you repent ofall of
your sin?" After his affrmative
rcsponsc, Brother Bebe was then
asked, "Do you promise to serve God
to the best of your ability all the
rcmaining days of your lifc?" Mo-

Brother Ken Staley baptiz¡ng
Brother Dan¡el Nowels.
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ments lator, as Brother Ken slowly
lowered Brother Bebe into the watcrs
of regeneration, it secmed that even the
air stopped moving to pay roverence to
this most awcsome act of submission.
After the baptism, the elders held off
closing the service at the water becauso
a beautiful spirit of repentance pre-
vailcd. When asked, "Is there anyone
else who wishes to surrender his life to
Jesus Christ today," Daniel Nowels,
son ofBrother Rusty and Sister Keena
Nowels (who were both baptized
e¿rlier in the year) and grandson of
Sister Ruth Morris, exclaimed, "I too
want to be baptized." Brother Ken
aìso baptized Brother Daniel. After
retuming to the church building later
that morning, Brother Bebe was
confirmed by Brother Malcolm Paxon
and Brother Daniel was confirmed by
Brother Ken Stalcy.

We tha¡k God for a beautiful and
wonderful day in His scrvice. Please
rcmembcr the Mid-Gcorgia Mission in
your prayers,

A Míracle

By Sister Mary 'I'amburrino

I want to dlank God that I am a
nrcmber ofThe Church of Jesus Christ,
Recently, I went through a tost and the
doctor diagnosed me as having a
bleeding ulccr. After going through
further tests, the ulcer was found to be
canccrous, I spent eight days in one
hospital and nine days in another. I
had all the tests they could give me. I
was not givcn any food or water for six
days and I did not miss it at all. I
know the Lord helped me through this
ordeal. He heard and answered your
prayers.

The doctor decided to operate on
me and thcy were going to remove my
stomach. splecn and part of my liver,
but they decided to do an exploratory
surgery first. When I awoke in the
recovory room at 3t00 p,m,, I was
dìsappointed that they had not done
any,thing. A few days later, onc oftbe
doctors visited me a¡d said the hole I
had in my stomach was healed and
sealed! I didn't pay too much attention
to him. Instead, I bcgan to question the

Lord about my condition. Later, the
surgeon came to visit me and he said,
'You know, thc Lord did not let me do
what I warted to do to you, the hole
you had in your stomach is healed!"
lmmcdiatcly it cåmc to me. This is a
miracle! The Lord answersd our
prayers. I began ûo call my family and
tell them the good news. This is all
due to your prayers, such love!

I'm going through chcmotherapy
and eating regular food and doing fine.
Thank you for your cards, but most of
all, for your prayers. I will surely pray
for all ofyou.

Surrendering to Ghrist

By Sister Disna Stigleman

For several consecutive Sunday's,
at tbo Plumbrook, Michigan Branch,
our elders knew God was calling
someone to become a member of His
spiritual family. Yet the call went
unclaimed.

On Sunday, November 14, 1999,
while Brother Gary Coppa was reading
the wcckly announcemcnts, a voice
spoke to my mind. It very quietly said,
"Don't put your pen away. Kccp
taking notes, there's going to be a
baptism today."

God chose Brother Richard
Loffredo to be our first speaker ofthe
day. His sermon covered the inter-
hvined lives of King Hezckial and the
prophet, Isaiah. He explained how
Hczckiah never made a decision
without praying to the Eternal Father.
When this did not seem sufücient, he
sent for the Prophet Isaiah to call upon
God for a¡l answer. Still, in spite ofall
the faithfulness throughout thc ycars,
in the lattcr portion of his life, King
Hezckiah allowed false gods to be
worshiped in the land. It was a tough
reminder for us to be rcady ard
prayerful at all times.

Brother Gary Coppa, seeing this
important mcssage, askcd an equally
important question, Ile approached the
question by declaring that there are
many pcople worried about tbe ycar
2000 problcm. They havc bccn storing
and saving supplies for the possible
disaster ahead. Then came the bottom

line. Brother Gary asked, "Are you
spiritually Y2K compliant?" He
wâ¡ted to know if we were ready to
mect our Maker!

Brother Gary Coppa had a desire
to leavo our m€eting open for testi-
mony, rathcr than to pass sacrament
first. About midway into the testimony
meeting, Peter Capone stood on his feet
and calle.d for his baptism. He stated it
had been a long battle for him.

While tears ofjoy flowed, Sister
Kathy Peshl stood to give her testi-
mony. November 14 was her spiritual
birthday. All during the week, she kcpt
thinking how nice it would be if
someone would ask for their baptism
on Sunday and they could share their
spiritual birthdays. Throughout the
meeting, Pete Capone kept coming to
mind. Our sister began to pray that God
would give him the strcngth to ask for
his baptism. When he stood and surren-
dered his life to Christ, our sister thanked
the Lord for helping Pete to break free
from what held him back for so long.

After we had gathered at the
baptismal site, Brother Tim Capone,
Brother Pcte's natural brother, brought
a whole church van filled with our
saints from the Inner City Brânch to
witncss thc baptism and sbarc ourjoy.
Brother Paul Whitton baptized Peter
Capone into The Church ofJosus
Christ. Back at our Plumbrook
Bra¡ch, Brother Tony Gerace laid
ha¡rds on him for the reception ofthe
Holy Ghost.

Brother Gary tlren allowed
anothcr scason of testimony. During
that timc, Brother Gary Champine, an
elder from the Inner City Branch,
reminded us that life can be short, and
we need to be ready at all timcs. With-
out knowing it, our brother reinforced
the Plumbrook Sunday moming
sermon. It's always amazing to see

how carefully God orchestraùes His
messages to man.

Thenjust before sacrament was
passed, Brother Gary Coppa made a
heartfelt comment. Brothcr Gary now
understood why he was given the
desire to have testimonies before
passing sacrament. It was to allow our
new brother to partake with us. After
a very blessed day, our mceting was
closed with prayer.
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ofyou. I praise my Lord for all the
Ladies' Circles. I wish that our
Church, The Church ofJesus Christ,
would spread throughout the world.
"Wait and scc," wcre thc words told to
Brother Joe Calabrese. Put your food
on the watcr a¡d it will come back
after many years.

Really, I am unworthy to go and
give the message. First, I want to say
that I appreciate ân d like the Gospel
News. Many times I was impressed in
my mind to send a message to tle
Gospel News. On Deccmber 19, 1999,
an angcl touched my hcart as I was
praying about this matter. Every
moming I meet God in prayer that I
will feel His prcscnce: touching and
blessing me.

India is a very big country,
mountains with beautiful nature and
creation. We have to praise our Lord
for His creations and high seas. Every-
thing is wonderful.

Thcrc arc mary Christian mis-
sions in India, but I am sorry to write,
thcre arc many placcs whcrc Jesus is
not yet known. I wish before the end
ofthe world that The Church ofJesus
Christ must bc everywhere. I remem-
ber the h1.rnn, Stand Up for Jesus. Till
my next message, let the Lord bc with
us. God bless you all.

(Editor's Note: Sister Mary Dev
¡s the Presidenl of lhe Ladies' Circle
in Ayalur, India.)

Epluairn and Manasseh
Cont¡nued from Page 3

by thc hand ofGod, ofwhom there is

no genealogy.
In the Book of Mosiah, 7th

chapter 3rd verse, there is also another
great man mentioned by the narne of
Ammon who was a descendant of
Zarahemla. There again, is another
mighty man of whom therc is no
genealogy.

It has been provcn so far that,
there were scveral groups brought to
this land by the harìd ofGod ofwhom
we have no genealogy written in thc
Book of Mormon. Did God have a
purpose in not revcaling their geneal-

DIRECTORY UPDATE

A Message fiom India
Cont¡nued from Page 1

me and said, "Mary, by thc gracc of
God, five more Ladies' Uplift Circles
will bc in India shortly." We now have
five more Ladies' Uplift Circles
mccting in the missions. Now it is
growing just like a light shining on the
hill. We can communicate to God and
our Lord Jesus throughout our life by
prayer and taÌe His blessings. Thanks
giving must be given to the Lo¡d, I
need my spiritual life and will work for
my LordJesus Christand for The Church
ofJesus Christ until my last breath.

I pray to my Lord for all the
Apostles who come to India to help the
Churches, a¡d all tlose who are willing
to come to India. We also pray for all

. '.:.t,, , r: ,'], r: :, I , :,:'l r: ' ''r::, l ,: , !l! ', ' !: .!l:,::, !l !l!:l !:.::.:..:!. !l..!.:.!

: 
1..:r. GMBAjïtTö,ticer,,' ....,.

,,, Aq! touteadl!oiCivc;of :rr:: :'

:..,Vouri:Bc6t,to.,thê,M$1qi ând;ati ::;:: ¡

¡tbü,ãlinglãpeiiõn fi ¡:yørs,of,:r;
: r aS,¿.ó¡ qldef ?,,:ff $q;rplail !Þr¡.: t.. :.::., :r :,:: :

.::!áÈtên.dt¡siihë:.2,0,09iËlúBÊff i¡slèslli
: Re.trcâttrJ.lne !?l?5,e.!, Cãrnp,,B4qi,,

,btgw-ood: locatcd in Dirlingtq,r,r.;,,,,.,,,,.
. Máryland,. Aç1i1ities are..be-.rnÈ,.::.,::,,:,:,.

., 
planncd;for,a!f vb-o..attpnd,:.:fi ë..1:' :,'.;.

. :..qos! fq{ úiq:weelierÌd,is.$80.00. p€r.,.,,.
. pgr¡gn,.,[ook for,:f(tfm5,:ìl,yöJr:, l:,,1,1,,

.:: ÞIênç[ 9r ¡n.i!5l9rt.1$. tll9.ve.ry, 4çAt,:,::.

:itfi gtg;irlf iæ:¡áTe.:ânt:'iùÈ$iirffi i;:i::il

Ìiö.t''e¡sç;:ça.rm::siÞj9r:,üjr!ìcðì:Aliiìl::::;:;ii
4,:[.2:.6,n2a3,8¿:];::þL,Aiqjçmaì-Li



ogy to tbe Gontiles? He certainly did.
Jesus Christ givcs us the answer in III
Nephi, the 26th chapter starting with
the 8th verse and cnding with thc l2th
vcrse, "And these things have I writtcn,
which are a lesser part ofthe things
which he taught the people; and I have
written them to the intent that they may
be brought again unto this people, from
the Gentiles, according to the words
which Jesus Christ hath spoken. And
when they shall have received this,
which is expedient that they should
have first, to try their faith, and if it
shall so be that they shall believe these
things thcn shall the greater things be
manifest unto thcm. And if it so bc
that thcy will not belicve these things,
then shall thc greater things bc with-
held from them, unto their condcmna-
tion. Behold, I was about to writc
them, all which were engravcn upon
the platcs ofNcphi, but thc Lord
forbade it say, saying: I will try thc
faith ofmy pcople. Therefore, I
Mormon, do writc the things which
have bccn commanded mc ofthc Lord.
And now I, Mormon, make an end of
my sayings and proceed to writc the
things which have been commandcd me."

Oo be conlinued)

(Editor's note: "This article is
being written with the purpose ofdocu-
menting the fact that Ephraim and
Manasseh, the sons ofJoseph, were
brought to this land, North and South
America, by the hand ofGod. Rcfcr-
enccs will be made according to that
which is recorded in the Bible and the
Book of Mormon and other sources. It
will also be proven that Ephraim and
Manasseh werc not brought to any
othcr continent." Taken from the

forward page of the panphle r,
Ephraim and Manasseh. 'I'his work
was co-authored by Apostle V. James
Lovalvo.)

Message from the Seventy
Cont¡nued from Page 4

for the conmittees, including the young
people of the Church. The GMBA's
Youth-in-Action Program was citcd as
being used to develop our young

people, as well as providing help and
upliftment to the various locations they
have visited in the past. The progress
of orgmizing local MBA units was
also presented.

Ttre trarslating and printing of the
Book of Mormon in diffe¡cnt la¡-
guages were discussed and cncourag-
ing reports wcre given that the printing
ofcopies is being pursucd. It is
essential for the loc¿tions to have them
so that the Word of God can l¡c morc
fully studicd, leamed, and preached.

Everyone's prayers and supporl
are needed þr lhe vital work of
spreøding the Gospel ofJesus Christ.
The missionaries, commillees, and
othcr \eorkcrs in this overoll undertak-
ing ora devotcd to cont¡nrc bringing
souls lo salvalion wherever they may
be.

Editorial Viewpoint
Cont¡nued from Page 5

The love ofGod is also knoun as
charity. It is thc pure lovc ofGod. It
abides forcver and whocvcr posscsses
it at their last day, it will be wcll with
thcm. It is this lovc that attracts
pcople to thc saints of God and The
Church ofJcsus Christ. A young man
has recently bccn attcnding The Church
of Jcsus Christ. Hc was raiscd in
a¡other faith. Wlat is the attraction he
finds in The Church ofJcsus Christ. It
is the sincerity of the brothers and
sisters which is based on thc love of
God. Hc told his formcr faith that
what thcy arc doing is good, but it is
about eighty percent. Hc wcnt on to
tcll them that ho has found The Church
ofJcsus Christ to be onc hundrcd pcr-
cent! His commcnts wcre not con-
vcyed to be offensive. His commcnts
were describing the love ofGod found
in the Lord's Church, known as The
Church ofJesus Christ.

Is your love for the Lord above
all clse? Do those around you fcel ard
soe the love of God that is so charac-
tcristic when you become a membcr of
The Church ofJesus Christ? What we
send out, comes back! Remember,
your love shows that you are a disciple
of the Lord. Possess a¡d convey the
love of God. It is a comma¡dmcnt!

Children's Corner
Continued from Page ô

should go down to ahe clitr of Ziz
whcrc they would find thc cnemy at the
end ofthe brook, bcforc the wildemcss.
And again the Lord told the peoplc,
"Fcar not, you shall not necd to fight in
this battle. Stand still and see how thc
Lord will save you."

King Jehoshaphat bowed his head
with his facc to thc ground, and all the
people of Jerusalcm fell beforc the
Lord, worshiping Him also.

And they rose carly in the mom-
ing, and went forth into the wildemcss
whcrc God had directed thcm. On the
way, Jchoshaphat stood and said,
"Bclicve in the Lord your God, and
you will prosper!" Then he appointed
singcrs unto thc Lord that wcnt out
bcforc thc army praising the holincss of
God and saying, "Praise the Lord; for
His mcrcy cndureth forcver!"

King Jchoshaphat and his pcoplc
did this ìn faith, bclieving that God
would fight thcir ensmics for thcm. At
this momcnt. whcn they bcgan singing
and thanking FIim, God began His
work. The huge armies began to fight
against. cach othcr. Thc Ammonitcs
and Moabites attacked the people from
Mount Seir, and when they had uttcrly
killcd thcm, thoy began to fight among
thcmsclves.

The peoplc of Judah marched
closer. They came to the edge of the
wildemess, and thcy looked unto the
multitude- Ofthat huge and grcat
army, not one was loft to atøck Judah.
Thcy had killed onc anothcr. Bodics
lay in hcaps, and whcn Jchoshaphat's
pcople wcnt in among the bodics, thcy
discovcrcd prccious jcwcls and much
gold and silver lying thcre.

For three days they gathcred the
riches oftheir dcad cncmies. On the
fourth day, thcy returned to Jerusalcm
to sing praises to God, who had
dclivered them. A great fear ofGod
was on all the neighboring kingdoms
when they hcard that the Lord foughf
against the encmies oflsrael. So the
kingdom ofJehoshaphat was quiet, and
the people livcd in peace during the
days they served God, and this is our
God, too, the God ofyestcrday, today,
and forcver.
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*WEDDING,S*
Brother Kelly Humphrey and Naølie Castro were

united in holy matrimony on Saturday, Deccmber I t, 1999,
in the Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch.

Daniel Bowens and Sister Michelle Lee Tate were
united in holy matrimony on November 27, 1999, in the
Lorain, Ohio Branch.

Anthony Calabrese and Kelly Pigman were united in
holy matrimony in the Lorain, Ohio Bra¡rch on December
?l tqqq

Brother James Cipponeri and Sister Nìcole Ficyk werc
unitcd in holy matrimony in Branch #4, Redford, Michigan
on June I I, 1999.

Jennifer Espy and Brother Daniel Buffa were united in
holy matrimony on JuJy 2, 1999, in the Saline, Michigan
Branch

Brandon Phillips and Adriana Stan were unitcd in holy
matrimony on October 23, 1999, in Branch #2, Det¡oit,
Michigan.

Sistor Sharon Boykin and Kenneth Sloan wero united
in holy matrimony in Lake Worth, Florida on November 20,
t999.

Children Blessed

Sclcna Ficyk, sistcr of Nicolc Cipponcri, was blcssed
in Branch #4, Detroit, Michigan on September 19, 1999.

Nicholas James Eckhardt, son of Timm and Bcth
Kaylinn Eckhardt, was blcsscd in the Lindsay, Califomia
Branch on Novcmbcr 21, 1999.

Marco Dino DiMclis, son of Brothe r Dino and Sister
Christina DiMclis, was blessed on February 6, 2000 at
Branch #2 in Detroit, Michigan.

Address Change

Name

Add¡ess

Phone

Baptisms (

Joshua Moroni Pacheco was baptized on January 30,

2000 in the San Diego, Califomia Branch. Hc was baptized
by Brother Ysidro Gonzalez and confirmed by Apostle Tom
Liberto.

Nick Zinzi, Jr., was baptized in the Forest Hills,
Florida Branch on AugustZ2,1999. He was baptized by
Brother John Griffìth and he was confirmed by Brother Jim

Spcck.
Milford Eutsey, III was baptized on January 23,2000,

in the Forcst Hills, Florida Branch. He was baptized by
Brothcr Milford Eutsey II and confirmed by Brother Milford
Eutsey, Sr.

Miriam Maletta was baptized on September 26, 1999

in the Clairton, Pennsylvania Mission. She was baptized by

Brother English Webb and confirmed by Brother David Nolfi,

Fiftieth Anniversary

Sister Marie and Brother Harry McGuire, members of
the Lakc Worth, Florida Branch, cclebrated their fiftieth
wcdding annivcrsary on January l, 2000

OBITUARIES
GEORGE C. WELCH. JR.

Mr. George C. Welch, Jr., an attendee of the Roscoe,

Pennsylvania Branch, passc.d on to his etemal reward on

January 4, 2000. Hc is survived by his wife, Sister Louisc

Ambrose Welch.

ANNA MARIE FERA

Sister Anna Marie Fera, a member of Bra¡ch #4'
Redford, Michigan, passed on to her heavenly reward on

December 29, 1999. She is survived by three daughters;
Lucille Fera, Sara Fisher and Annette Medowell and three

grandch ild ren.

EVA MOORE

Sister Eva Moore, a member of the Imperial, Pennsyl-

vania Brarch, passed on to her heavenly reward on January

29,2000. Sistcr Moore was an ordaincd Deaconcss in The

Church ofJesus Christ. She was preccded in death by her

late husband, Brother Jim Moore Sr., ard grandson Mark
Buffington. Sister Moore is survived by two daughters;

Sister Arlene Buffington and Kathlcen Slay; one son,

Brother Jim Moore, Jr.; five siblings, including Sister Pearl

Nester; forty two grandchildren, great-grandchildren and

grcat-great-gra¡dchildren.
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A Testimony

By Brother Ken Hatch

To the Prodigal,

To those who are trying to come
back home, may these words bring
you to the realization ofhow much
God loves you. I do not give this
testimony to exalt myself in any way,
for I know I am but filthy rags before
my God. But God's great love is
such tìat He can forgive and wel-
come you home again. The following
is tle reason I can say this.

It does not matter how long I
have been in the Church, or why I
left, or how long it has been since my
retum. What really counts is that I
have retumed! I thank God every
day for letting me retum. I left tle
Church because some darts were
coming my way from within the
Church. By missing a meeting here
and there, I found myself drifting to
the outside of tJre love of God. My
spirit was perplexed. I kept thinking
about these darts a¡d missed mo¡e
meetings, until I had the mindset of,
'lVell, if they get to heaven, surely I
'ill too,"

This was the release, and down
that long slide I went. At first, it was
not bad. Then it seemed a small hole
inside me was getting bigger until at
last I felt thc agony ofa soul lost in

hell. I said I could fix that; I will go
back and everything will be all right.
Well, lct rne tell you of whom you
already know, the devil was not going
to lose me that easily. I drove to
church several times, and could not
get out ofmy c¿r. The thoughts
would come, "They don't love me
anyrnore. In fact, tley will put you
down for being so weak. Besides,
they are going to think you were the
guilty one; that's why you left the
Church."

Satan bombarded me with
excuses not to go back. Nevertheless,
the very thought of losing my soul,
finally prevailed, and this set a
sequgnce of events in motion between
God and me. I will not relate every-
thing, but it sufÍ¡ceth to say, I lost
everything. My heart was broken, a¡d
I cried to the only one I knew that
could help me. I begged with every
fiber ofmy being.

Unbeknown to me, my daughter
felt this and asked the Church ø pray
for me. I then felt a spark of hope,
and soon afterwards, I pleaded with
God to give me the spirit ofrepen-
ta¡ce, for I had to face the very one
that threw the darts. Itwas very hum-
bling, but necessary. I was reinstated,
and to my surprise, I witnessed the
scripturc fulfillcd, conccming thc
rctum of the Prodigal Son. God made
mc a fcast that will always remain in
my mind as long as I live. He killcd

the fattod calf for me. He gave me
experiences, one after anotler, and
feelings inside that I had never consid-
ered. Again, I am writing this, not to
exalt mysel{ but that I might encour-
age someone to tum around and come
back home.

I will relate two experiences to
show how God will open His store-
house to those who will endeavor to
serve Him.

I was invited, by a friend to live
on an Indian Reservation. God knew
my love for the Scrd ofJoseph. The
day I left to move there, I was not sure
this was God's will. As J drove, I
pleaded with God again to let me know
His will. All of a sudden, I found
myself standing in a hammock, which
are trees in an open field. As I stood
there, this darkness came toward me
from my left. As I looked, I saw this
Iarge black snake come toward me.
He was raised, looking me in the face,
a¡d said, "\Mho arc you?" Before I
could a¡swer, an authoritat¡ve voicc
said, "This is my son!" The snake
immediately withdrew a¡d took tle
darkness with him. I then found
myself back in my car, tears filling my
eyes, and I thanked God. You can
imagine how I felt.

Recently, I was driving and
singing and such beautiful words came
out of my mouth. I could hardly

(Continued on Page 10)
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PART II AND CONCLUSION

Have tJre Gentiles really bc-
lieved? Have they exercised their
faith in the things that God restored?
Only a few, a very few. From the
very inception of tle restoration,
because ofgreed, vain glory, self-
exaltation and desire for power and
position, many have followed Satan ûo

twist tleir minds and tleir hearts to
the point where they have tumed aside
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the
commandments of God, the Book of
Mormon and the commission that the
Gentiles have been entrusted within
the last days. In the place of the re-
stored truths they have instih.¡ted false
revelations and their own teachings as
the word of God.

And now, some are heard to say,
"Where is Ephraim? Is he on the land
of promise? Why isn't he mentioned
in the Book of Mormon? And surely,
the Choice Seer will come from the
tribe of Ma¡asseh!"

The words of the savior come
back forcibly, "I will try the faith of
my people . . ." (III Nephi 26: I l).
" . . . and if it shall so be that t¡ey
shall believe these things then shall the
greater things be made manifest unto
them" (III Nephi 26:9). The Book of
Mormon is only an abridgnent of
God's dealings with the Seed of
Joseph, Ephraim and Ma¡asseh, on
this land of North and South America.
While the Book of Mormon reveals
the dealings ofGod with the descen-
dants of Manasseh (through Lehi),

one must always keep in rnind tìat it
was Ephraim upon whom the greater
portion of the birth¡ight blessing was
pronounced (Genesis 48:18-19). It
deals or reveals primarily the dealings
ofGod, in and through the tribe of
Manasseh, which are great and glo-
rious, fulfilling the words that lacob
said to Joseph, conceming his son
Manasseh; ':He too shall be great."

The Book of Mormon has been
so revealing and so enlightening to the
extent that it has made the Bible a
new book. It is a book which has
given us now the wisdom, knowledge,
understanding and enlightenment that
we need to understa.nd the mystcries
and secrcts of the glories ofCod.
How much more glorious will it be
when tìe complete record of the Seed
ofJoseph will come forth through the
Choice Seer, tìe Great and Mighty
Prophet, that Joseph promised would
come from his loins revealing the
great and glorious things that God
performed and will perform through
Ephraim, tÏe son of Joseph. The
complete record of the Seed ofJoseph
will be in the hands of Ephraim, flrl-
filling the words ofJacob again to
Joseph when he said that Ephraim, the
younger brother, shall be greater than
Manasseh.

In the 37th chapter of Ezekiel,
the propbet was comma¡ded of God
to, " . . . take thee one stick, and write
upon it, For Judalr, and for the child-
ren oflsrael his companions: then
t¿ke another stick, and write upon it,
For Joscph, the stick ofEphraim, and

Ephraim and Manasseh

By Apostle Joseph Lovalvo

for all the house oflsrael, his compan-
ions: And join them one to another (
into one stick; and they shall become
one in thine hand."

The same chapter ofEzekiel,
verses 15-20, definitely speaks oftwo
books or two sticks. One stick shall
have the hisûory of Judah upon it, and
one stick shall record the history of
Joseph andlor Ephraim. The latter
history is called the stick of Ephraim
in the 16th verse and the stick ofJo'
scph which is in the hand ofEphraim
in the l9th verse. Take note tlat the
stick ofJudah is in no one else's hand,
but the stick ofJoseph is in t¡e ha¡d
of Ephraim.

It is quite evident that the Book
of Mormon which we believe to be the
history ofthe seed ofJoseph is also
called the "stick of Ephraim" (or
book) by the prophet.

It is recorded in scripture that
Christ should come from the tribe of
Judah. We believc that the Biblc is
the stick of Judah as spoken in the
37th chapter of Ezekiel. The prophet,
by God's revelation, places the history
ofJoseph (the stick of Joseph) equal
to the stick of Judah because, out of
Joseph shall come tlle "shepherd" and
"stone" of Israel (Genesis 49:24). We
believe this to be Joseph, the Choice
Seer.

The blessings given to Joseph by
Jacob and Moses, exceeded the
blessings upon all the rest ofthe tribes
oflsrael. "The blessing of thy father
have prevailed above the blessings of
my progenitors . . . " (Genesis 49:26).
"And his glory is like the firstling of
his bullock, and his horns are like the
homs of unicoms: with them he shall
push the people together to the ends of
the earth: and they are the ten thou-
sands of Ephraim, and they are the
thousa¡rds of Manasseh" (Deuter-
onomy 33:17).

Joseph's sons also received the
birthright blessings instead of Reuben
(I Chronicles 5:l). Th€ birthright
blessing was usually given to the
firstbom of a family. However,
bccause Reuben defiled Jacob's bed,
the birthright was given to the sons of
Joseph. One would suppose that after
the sin ofReuben (Genesis 35:22), the
birthright blessing would be given to
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tle second son, Simeon. But Jacob,
inspired by God, gave it to the sons of
Joseph, his firstbom by the woman he
truly loved, Rachel. Jacob also re-
served the right by the inspiration of
God's Holy Spirit, to give the greater
portion ofthe birthright blessing to
Ephraim (Genesis 48: 14-22).

Ezekiel, knowing the excellency
ofthe birthright blessing on the sons
ofJoseph and in particular on the
head of Ephraim, predicted that the
stick ofJoseph would be in the hand
of Ephraim. The history ofJoseph
would be kept in the name ofEphraim
because tlre prophet also called the
book (Book of Mormon) that was to
come the stick of Ephraim. Why
wasn't it called the stick of Ma¡as-
seh? Simply because úe greater
portion of Jacob's blessing was on
Ephraim. Jacob's right hand laid
upon the head ofEphraim who was at
the time standing on Jacob's left.

Without searching elsewhere the
above scriptures should enable us to
see that the Book of Mormon is tÏe
stick of Ephraim. Or in other words,
the stick ofJoseph in the hand of
Ephraim.

The prophet Ezekiel is represen-
tative ofthe Priesthood (or priesthood
authority) of God. The two sticks
were to be in the hands of the Priest-
hood, meaning to be used by the
Priesthood in tlese latter days. It is
equally obvious then that the stick of
Joseph (the Book of Mormon) shall be
declared by the one who was given the
greater portion of the birthright
blessing, Ephraim or his great descen-
dant, the Choice Seer.

There ìs a ttpe and shadow of
this. Moses' position was given to
Joshua who was of the tribe of
Ephraim. The Book of Mormon
¡ecords that the Choice Seer shall be
like unto Moses. The Lord told
Joshua that He would bless him as He
had Moses. Ifthe Choice Seer shall
be like unto Moses and since he is of
the tribe ofJoseph, he is also ofthe
lirect descendancy of Ephraim.

Why look firrther than the
scriptures when they are so very
clear? Ephraim and Manasseh shall
grow together. One cannot separate
them. Ephraim is the one who

received the greater portion of the
birthright blessing. Knowing, there-
fore, that Ephraim and Manasseh
shall grow together in the midst of the
Earth; how can anyone remotely
supposc that Ephraim could be in any
other la¡d but the land of America?

We have received the stick of
Judah, our Bible, and will not receive
any more information on that until we
get it through the brass plates. But,
we have only received a portion or an
abridgment of the stick of Ephraim,
which is the Book of Mormon and we
have taken tìe Book of Mormon and
joined it together with the Bible and it
has become one in our hands. God
commande.d Joseph Smith right from
tlre very beginning of the restoration
to take the Bible and the Book of
Mormon and tcach the elders of the
church. They were not to te¿ch any-
tling except that which was written in
the Bible and Book of Mormon. God
also commanded the same to William
Bickerton telling him to take the Bible
a¡d Book of Mormon and God would
be with him. Then, it is the duty of
the Priesthood of The Church ofJesus
Christ to kecp these two records, the
Bible a¡d Book of Mormon, together
as one stick or one book. We cannot
separate these two records to attempt
proving a personal opinion and then
convenìently put them back together.

The Prophet Ezekiel was told,
"they shall become one in your hand."
The Priesthood ofThe Church of
Jesus Christ representing the prophet
in thesc the last days has a God-given
commandment to keep these two
records together and preach the
Gospel to the Seed ofJoseph with all
ofour strength, might, energy, and
with the power that God gives us until
the time when they will rise up fiom
the valley ofdry bones and say,
"What do you mean by this, show,
explain it to us." Then, God will take
overl He will do the explaining
through the instrumentality of Joseph,
the Great and Mighty Choice Seer.

Again Ezekiel 37:19 states, !'Say

unto them, thus saith the lord God;
Behold, I will take the stick ofJoseph,
which is in the hand of Ephraim and
the tribes oflsrael his fellows, and
will put them with him, even with the

stick ofJudah, a¡rd make them one
stick, and they shall be onc in mine
hand."

Now, he said, ". . . Behold, I
will øke the stick ofJoseph, which is
in the hand of Ephraim . . . " The
Choice Seer will have already trans-
lated the complete record of the seed
ofJoseph and it will be in the hand of
Ephraim, Joseph, the Choice Seer,
who is a descendant ofEphraim.
How great are the promises of God to
Ephraim?

In Hosea l0: I l, he says, " . . , I
will make Ephraim to ride; Judah
shall plow, and Jacob shall break his
clods." Also, Hosea I l:8-10 states,
"How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how
shall I make thee as Admah? how
shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine he¿rt
is tumed within me, my repentings are
kindled together. I will not execute
the fierceness of mine anger, I will not
retum to destroy Ephraim: for I am
God, and not man; tle Holy One in
the midst ofthee: and I will not enter
into the city, They shall walk after
tle Lord: he shall roar like a lion:
when he shall roar, then the children
shall tremble from the west." Also, in
Zechanah l0: 6-8, "And I will
strengthen the house of Judaì, and I
will save the house ofJoseph, and I
will bring them again to place them;
for I have mercy upon them: and they
shall be as though I had not cast them
off: for I am the Lord their God, and
will hear them. And they of Ephraim
shall be like a mighty man, and their
he¿rt shall rejoice as through wine:
yc¿, their children shall see it, and be
glad; their heart shall rejoice in the
Lord. I will hiss for them, and gather
them; for I have redeemed them: and
they shall increase as they have
incrcascd. "

In the greaC work of the final
restoration of the house of Israel,
whcn all the tribes shall be repre-
sented, Ephraim will occupy the
distinguished place of the firstbom.
ln Jeremiah 3l:9, "They shall come
with wceping, and with supplications
will I lead them: I will cause them to
walk by the rivers of waters in a

(Continued on Page 10)
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A nessage
from fhe"

$evenÍy

India Trip

(Apostle Joseph Calabrese and
Elder John Genaro trqveled lo India
from January 24 to Februar! 6, 2000.
Following is an account of lhe tlipwr¡¡-
ten by BrotherJohn Genaro, Coordina-
to rþ r Ind ia- Eva n ge li s ß Mi t or's no t e. )

"Go ye thereþre, and teach all
ndlions, bapÍizing lhem in the name of
the Father, and ofthe Son; and of the
Holy Ghost:

"Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, Io, I am wilh you always,
even unto the end of the world. Amen"
(St. Matthew 28: l9-20).

Brothers and sisters, the Church
in India is growing so rapidly that we
are amazed to see tle increase every
time we retum. For example, one of
the newest works which has been started
and is prospering is in Ambattur. The
elder-in-charge of this area is Brother
Stephan Pushparaj. He is truly highly
dedicated in his labors for The Church
ofJesus Christ a¡d tle work has
blossomed under his guidance, because
he is a man most confident in the
power of God.

In 1998, when we were in
Ambâttur, Brother Stephan introduced
us to two men wbo had a congrcgation
ofabout sevcnty people but werc
seeking for a more truthful way, a waY
more in line with the scriptures, a way
that would lead them to whcro tho
power of God existed, "...Teach
them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you. . . . "

These two men are Paul, the
father, and John Paul, his son. Brother
Stephan began to teach and counsel

them and introduced tle Gospel of
Jesus Christ to them. Along with their
wives, they were baptized in October
of 1999. Within this timefrarne, they
had invited Brother Stepha¡ to preach
to their congregation at leåst once a
month, leading this group ûo the knowl-
edge ofThe ChurchofJesus Christ. "Go
ye therefore and teach all nations . . . "

DI'RING 1'I]IS TRIP

During this trip, wo wanted to sit
down wi$ these two brothers to see

whether God possibly had a work for

tìem in the future; to determine
whether they had a potential to be used(
for the further glory of God. Their
firm grasp on tlre teachings of Christ
and of The Church ofJesus Christ was
thrilling and inspiring. Our feeling
was these two men were usable instru-
ments in the ha¡ds of God. At the end

of this meeting, Brother Calabrese told
them that, after that night, the l,ord's
direction would be sought for them and
not to be surprised with whatever
might come forth.

At our second meeting with them,
we reviewed in depth and covered tle
Apostasy and Restoration ofthe
Gospel and pleasantly found they were
well versed with tlem. Brother
Stcphan had done a tremendously tho-
rough job ofteaching them. Brother
Solomon, Brother Babu and Sister
Merlin, who helped with the transla-
tion, were also in attendance.

There was such a wonderful
blessing with these two that Brother
Joe and I felt they were being called
and we wanted God's direction to shory

(Cont¡nued on Page 11)

Apostle Joseph Calabrese ordain¡ng Brother John Paul an elder ¡n The
Church of Jesus Christ.
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Editorial Viewpoínt .

Apostle Paul Palmieri spoke to the Monongahela, Pennsylvaria Branch brothers, sisters and
fäends on Sunday, April2,2000. He, along with ApostloJoseph Bittinger, attended to support
the ordinations of four brothers inûo the offic¿ of a Deacon and one brother inø the office of
a Teacher.

His text was taken ftom I Samuel chapter I 6 which depicts the anointing of a shepherd boy to
become King oflsrael. His name was David. David, was taken directly from the sheepfold and
came to Samuel the Prophet with his shepherd's staffin his ha¡dtothe anointing that made him
royal. Young David's focus \ as totally on his father's sheep. He cncouraged the young
brothers to be shepherds and care for the flock ofthe l,ord as David cared for his father's sheep.
Apostle Paul Palmieri emphasized the need for a Great Shepherd and that Shepherd is Jesus
Christ. By prophecy, a Shepherd had been promisedto Israel. ItwasnotDavid. The Shepherd
who was to come was Jesus Christ, from the lineage of the house ofJesse and his son David.
You will note that a shepherd does not leave the sheep. He is there, night and day, regardless
of weather. À good shepherd protects tlre sheep from predators and will zealously guard the
sheep. This description amply fits the Lord Jesus Christ.

He stated on more tlat one occasion that He was the Good Shepherd and had many sheep. We
read in John l0:l-2, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the
sheepfold, butclimbetl up some other way, tìesameis athiefand a robber. But he that entereth
in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep."

The very mention ofshepherd and sheep reminded the listeners of this discourse ofthe often-
quoted prophecies and psalms. The shepherd's vocation was generally well recognized and
respected. There is no one who deserves thc rccognition and respect as the Lord.

The Lord showed that a shepherd has free access to tle shecp. When the sheep are enclosed
with safety, the Shepherd enters the gate. He does not climb over. He does not creep in. He,
the Good Shepherd, tle owtner of the sheep loves them. The sheep know His voice and follow
Him as He leads frgm pasture to pasture. He goes before the flock, while a stranger, though
he may be a herder, is not known by the shcep . The stranger, also known as a thiefand a robber,
drives the sheep. He does not lcad them. These were false shephcrds who tried ùo climb over
the fence to reach the flock. These were robbcrs, trying togetatthe sheepasprey. Theirselfish
and hireling purpose was to carry off and kill the sheep.

Jesus letitbeknown that He is the door to the sheepfold. He made itveryplain that only through
Him could the sheep enter the pasture ofHis riches.

Jesus proclaimed in John l0:l l, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his lifc for
the sheep." He showed the difference between a shepherd ard a hireling. The Good Shepherd
has apersonal interest and love for the sheep. He knows eich shecp by name. The hireling only
knowsthemasaflock, The Good Shepherd is ready to fig}t to protectHisown and ifnecessary,
sacrificeHis lifeforHis sheep. This is exactly what Jesus Christdid forHis sheep. Thehireling
flees when the wolfapproaches, thus leaving the door open for the be¿st to sc¿tter, rend, destroy
a¡d kill. In fact, the Lord wamed the people to "Beware of false prophets, which come to you
in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves."

Consider the l-ord who is the exact opposite ofthe described false prophets. He stated, "I am
the good shepherd, and know my sheop, and am known of mine. As the Fatler knoweth me,
even so k¡ow I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep." This is just what tle Lord
did; He laid down His life. He did so volunüarily. He was not coerced. The Lord tells us that
His Father, God, loved Him because He gave His life that wc may live. He laid down His life
for the sake ofthe sheep.
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sisler Jsnet Steinrock

God's Plan for the
Promised Land-
A Great Mystery

Dcar Boys and Girls,

There are many ancient mysteries
of God that He will reveal to His
people when they pray. Both the Bible
and the Book of Mormon are fillcd
with beautiful promises a¡d true stories
ofpeople who drew close to God a¡d
received great blessings and even power.

From thc beginning ofcreation,
God had a plan. He knew what mean
things humans were capable ofdoing.
He understood our "human nature" and
how the old devil works hârd to make
people unhappy. So, right from the
start, a plan was made for Jesus to
come to earth and be bom. A plal was
made for Jesus to teâch us about God,
forgiveness, repentance, and love.

This is onc of the most amazing
mystcries of God. It is thât God has a
spccial plan. He is in charge of this
world. And Jesus can change a per-
son's heart. No one has to stay full of
hate, sadness, or defeat. Jcsus can help
us change. Ifwe are afraid, we can
pray to be brave. Ifwe are facing a
big problem, Jesus ca¡ show us how to
solve it. Ifsomeone we love is very
sick or dying, Jesus can help us, one
day after anothcr, to deal with it.

In the Book of, Mormon, we are
tåught that God sct aside the Americas
as a land ofpromise. The people who
live here must se we God. He has
promised that He will bless them richly
ifthey do. His prophets have also
taught us that if we do not serve God,

the people will start fighting against

each other and wipe one another away.
First the Jaredites, who came

during the Tower ofBabel days did
this. They forgot God, started hating
e¿ch other and wiped one anothcr
away. Then the Nephites came. As
long as thcy loved each other and
served God, they lived safe lives. But
when they broke God's laws and quit
asking for His protection, they also
were destroyed by their enemies (II
Nephi 26).

And frnally, t}e last mysûcrious
promise, God's holy prophets tell us
that we, the Gentile people, þeople
who are not descendcd from the twelve
sons of Israel) must scrve Him in this
Promiscd Land. Otherwise, when our
nation pulls away from God, and sin
increases, we will also have warfare
a¡ld be removed.

So, what is yourjob? Very simple;
yourjob is every day to love Jesus ard
others. Forgive your encmies. Do
good to others and shine your light.
Pray to God for guidance. God loves
His children to call out to Him. Ho is a
jealous God. He do€s not want to be a
forgotten God. He will not tolerate
that in this Promised Land. Watch
where you go and what you do. Keep
His commandments. He promises to
takc care ofHis own. He carcs for you.

With love,
S¡ster Jan
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Sweet Spirit in Lake
Worth, FL

By Sisler Josie Jasmin

Sunday, October 30, 1999, a
be¿utiful and inspired service was
made manifest in our midst. Brother
Gene Perri led the service and was
cerøinly inspired by God in his
message.

Inste¿d ofthe usual order of
mcctings, wc startcd thc day by giving
our testimonies of God's love and
blessings in our lives. Everyone arose
and gave thanks to the Lord.

It was so beautiful that words fail
to express the beauty of the day. A
confirmation of this meeting was had
by one ofour brothers before coming
to Church. Tears ofjoy were shed
with thanksgiving to our de¿r Lord.
Many experienccs were related and
beautiful hymns were sung by the
congregation along with duets and
solos.

Today was also our feet washing
service, and the love of God continued
to prevail through this most humble
ordinance that we observe in The
Church of Jesus Christ. We followed
with a covered dish dinner which ws do
as a branch after every feet washing
service. We had a wonderfr¡l time
socializing with each other. "There
was a swe€t, sweet, spirit in this place,
and I know that it's the Spirit ofthe
Lord. "

Examples of Faith in
Forest H¡ll, FL

By Brother Dan Risola

Faith is the Victory was tle theme
for the Forest Hills Branch in Holiday,
Florida. Brother Chuck, Sister Joycc,
and Evan Kogler visited along with
Sister Louise Rosati on October 31,

1999. During the Sunday School
service, while speaking on the unity of
the Church, tongues were spoken with
the interpretation, "My children,
wherever they may be, reccive the
same bread of life; thus saith I am."
Brother Chuck opened the moming
servic.e by asking the congregation io
sing, Failh is lhe Yictory. He lhen
rolated portions ofscripture that
defined faith. We can have great faith
or we can have little faith. Matthew
15: 2l-28, speaks ofa woman of
Canaan who begged the Lord to heal
her daughter who was vexed with a
devil. She had greåt faith to pursue the
Lord when the disciples wanted to send
her away. Because ofher great faith,
her daughter u'as made whole. Mat-
thew l4: 25-33, explains of how we
can have little faith. Jesus was walk-
ing on the water and bid Petcr to come
and walk with Him. Peter took a step
out on faith and walked on tlre water;
however, when he saw thc strong
winds blowing, he became afraid and
began to sink. Jesus said unto him, "O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt?" We must not doubt the Lord
when we taÌe that stcp out on faith.
He can perform mighty miracles!

Brothcr Phil Bcnyola, Sr., contin-
ued by giving another good example of
great faith using Luke 8:43-48. A
woma¡ with an issue of blood for
twelve years fought her way through
throngs ofpeople to touch the border
of Christ's garment to receive a
healing. Christ immcdiatcly was
stopped in His tracks, so to speak,
because He fclt virtue flow from His
body. After discovering who touched
Him, He declared to the woman,
"Daughter, be of good comfort: thy
faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace."

The meeting was úen opened for
testimony where many gave thanks for
the beautiful message that was pre-
sented a¡d for the spirit that was felt
during the service. Brother Dan Risola
tcstified of how he used the same exact
scriptures relating to faith in his
teenage Sunday School class a¡d noted
that is was not by coincidence.

We tlen tumed our hearts to God
as Brother Sam Risola, Jr., offered a
special prayer for Erika Rooney,

daughter of Eric and Rhonda Rooney.
Twice Erika had been anointed in the
hospiø|. Eric and Rhonda met the
Church through one ofour members
and have been atknding regularly ever
sincc. They were looking for a good
place to raise their daughter under tlre
sound of the Gospel and delighted in
úe fact that we believe in blessing
children, as Christ taught. Unfortu-
nately, it was discovered that Erika had
a rare disease and was staying at All
Children's Hospital. The outlook was
bleak, as this disease is considered
worse than leukemia. Many hearts
broke as we petitioned the [,ord on
behalfofErika, who is only eightccn
months old. After the prayer, a brother
from the Ministry testified of how he
felt the Spirit of God so strongly telling
him that she would bo heáled. At tbat
time, another brother spoke in the gift
of tongues and immediately the gifì of
interpretation was givcn, "I am that I
am, thus saith the Lord." We truly
thanked God for that day and knew
that thc matter was in His hands.

Saturday night, Novcmber 6,
1999, during our dcdication scrvicc,
Eric Rooney was invited up front to
update the congregation on Erika's
condition. Apostle Paul Benyola then
offered a special prayer on her behalf,
asking the Lord that if we would have
thc faith as thc woman with thc issuc
ofblood, that we would touch thc
border of His garment and virtue
would flow from on high and heal this
precious child. It was nb coincidence
that Brother Paul referenced the same
scripture that was uscd in the servìce
the week before. Certainly, God was
in the matter.

Later on in the week, the doctors
ran another tcst on Erika and the
results c¿me back negative. The fact
that Erika had testcd negativc was
furtl¡er substantiated by at least two
rare disease laboratories in the United
States. The results showed that she did
not have a rare, fatal disease a¡d that
after a few chemotherapy treâtments to
treat a tumor, she would be just fine.

Praise God for this miracle
wrought upon Erika's life. Hc truly is
a God ofhealing, if we but havc great
faith like the woman with the issue of
blood.
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Blessings Overflow from
AMOC Meeting

By Sisler Karen Progar

It was ajoy and a privilege for the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch to
host tie Americas Missionary Operat-
ing Committee Me€ting on the weekend
of Fcbruary 4-5,.2000. The saints in
dre Penn-Mid Atlartic Region were
invited to hear and see presentations of
the various works on Saturday
evening.

Sunday brought twelve visiting
Elders to the branch. There were bro-
thers from thc branches of Sal Diego,
Tse Bonito, Phoenix, Hollywood,
Tampa, the Inner City of Detroit.
Branch #l of Det¡oit, and Kinsman. In
addition, brothers representing the
Penn-Mid Atla¡tic Region were also in
attondance, namely, Monongahela and
McKees Rocks.

Brother Paul Liberto, Evangelist
and Chairman of the AMOC, opened
the meeting, using Psalms 37:25 as his
text. The scripture reminds us that we
will never see the righteous forsaken.
We were then delìghted to hear a group
of Mexican people from the Young-
stown, Ohio area sing in Spanish,
Keeping Step, along with a medley of
other h)'rnns .

Apostle Isaac Smith stated that he
felt overwhelmed and it was the same
blessing we all felt. He stated that we
should be proud that the l¡rd has

redeemed us and acknowledge that we
cÍuì never repay the Lord for His
wonderful mercies.

Evangelist Richard Christman
continued by stating that the brothers
have found the Lord to be faithful and
reminding us that He will be faithful to
us as well. Our next speaker, Brother
Larry Watson, sharcd experiences
regarding the Tse Bonito building, as
well as how God had moved in his life
and upon his family.

Brother Daniel Mora then sang,
In La Yina DeI Seno¿ after which he
stated that wc are all awaiting a great
miracle, thc completion ofthc scrip-
tures. He used as an example the
scripture where the man sat by the pool
of Bethesda for thirty-eight years,

waiting to be healed. He stated that
many things happened ø that man in
thosc years, however, he still waited.
The important question when Christ
passed by was, "Do you want to be
made whole?" Just as Christ asked
tlat man, Broúer Daniel asked the
congregation. He said that only Christ
can øuch the heart. He also affirmed
that The Church ofJesus Christ has

heard and that we must remember that
important question.

After a moving communion
servic.e, our meeting was closed and we
all enjoyed a time of fellowship and a
wonderfi:l lunch provided by the
bra¡ch. We thank God that a meeting
intended to covcr the business of tìe
AMOC, blessed us all and we are truly
tha¡kfirl to our Savior for His mercies.

Ordination in Vanderbilt,
PA

By Sister Pegg) Sttoko

October 31, 1999, wc gathered in
the Vandc¡bilt, Pennsylvaria Branch
for another joyous occasion. We were
gathered to enjoy the blessings of God
a¡rd to witness tle ordination of
Brother Chester Nolfi into tlre ofüce of
an Elder.

Brother David Del-uca opened t}e
meeting, making reference !o the tenth
chapter of Luke, begiruring with the
25ù verse. He focused on the parable
of the Good Samaritan and reminded
us that life is all about "choices."

Several otler brothers spoke,
reflecting on fond memories ofBrother
Chet and adding more to the message

that Brother Deluca had delivered.
Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., tìen

spoke, reading from Alma 13, verses
34. He spoke on the calling of the
Pricsthood and t-he choice to serve
God. He stated that this choice is a
privilege.

B¡others Jason and Patrick
Monaghan sang a beautiful song
entitled, Jesus and I.

Brother Fred Olexa continued the
speaking, making reference to I
Samuel l0:1. He said, "God has c¿lled

us to labor. We must give our best.

God has promised us etemal life." (

Brother Richard l,ou'ther related
to the congregation of the blessing our
branch has recæived, having Brotlrer
Chet a¡d his wife, Sisûer Phyllis with
us. He told of experiences that Brother
Chester had been given about his
calling.

Brother Panfilo DiCenzo salg,
Master, the Tempest is Raging,
selecüed by Brother Chet as Brother
Chet was preparing ûo have his feet
washed. Brother Chet's feet were
washcd by Brother Richard Lawson.

After the Ministry prayed,
Apostle Joseph Bittinger poured the
holy and blessed oil upon Brother
Chcster's head, praying to God saying,
'I bestow upon you the office of the
Priesthood ofthe Son of God as has

becn given in these last days. That you
might go forth and preach the Gospel
ofJesus Christ, the Gospel of preach-
ing, of bringing men and women into
repenta¡ce, and bringing them to the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ here .

on this earth."
Wc truly wish and pray for God's

glorious blessings upon Brotler
Chcster as he endeavors to do the work
ofour Lord Jesus Christ.

Building Dedicated in
Mid-Georgia

By Brother Corey Morris

Early in the summer of 1999, the
Mid-Georgia Mission began to out-
grow Brother Corey and Sister Crystal
Morris' garage, which was the mecting
place for the Mid4eorgia Mission.
The members of tle mission were
asked to pray that God would direct
them to a place to rent. All efforts to
find a suitable place to rent proved
futile because ofthe cost. It is note-
worthy to mention that the brothers a¡rd

sisters in Mid-Georgia are rich in the
love of God, but have limited fina¡cial
rosources.

As B¡other Art Campbell was
searching the newspaper for a place to
rent, he noticed an ad to sell a church
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building. He quickly overlooked the
Þd, thinking the mission could not
afford to purchase a building. Several
weeks later, Brother Art saw that same
ad again. However, this time, the
Spirit prompted Brother Art to call the
number listcd in the ad and ask to see

the building. Once Brother A¡t toured
the facility, and based on the Spirit that
he felt there, he quickly asked God to
show him what he was to do if this was
to become The Church ofJesus Christ.
Brother Art made this a sincere matt€r
ofpraycr ard felt instructed to contact
Brother Ken Staley, who was not only
the Elder-in-Charge of the Mid4eorgia
Mission, but is also in úe re¿l estate
business.

Two days later, Brother Kcn
visited the building and felt a confirm-
ing spirit that God was in this matter.
The gentleman who was represcnting
the congregation selling the building
explained that there w€re two other
groups interested in purchasing the
building along with tr¡ro acres of
ground surrounding the building.
Brother Ken asked and was granted
permission for the Mid-Gcorgia
Mission of The Church ofJesus Christ
to hold a meeting in the building the
next Sunday, as tle previous congrega-
tion had already disbanded.

That particular Sunday, the

Atlanta" Georgia Branch joined the
Mid4eorgia Mission for a joint feet
washing service. After a glorious day
of worship and fellowship, the Mission
voted to move forward with the pur-
chase of this facility, and to trust in
God to make a way for it to become
possible. As a reminder, at this point,
the Mid-Georgia Mission treasury was
$180.00. The mission immediaæly
began firnd raising and soliciting
contributions for their c¿use. Bale
sales, yard sales, craft sales and plenty
of other initiatives were feverishly
embarked upon as a means of accom-
plishing the goal. Within sixty days,
$ 14, 000 was raised towards the
purchase. A brother donated suflicient
money to purchase and install a new
kitchen, and a piano was donated by a
sìster.

Praise God, on October 4-5,
t999, the Mid4eorgia Mission
dedicated this humble, but comfortable,
church building for the honor and glory
of God. Visitors were..present from
Florida, South Carolina and Pennsyl-
vania, including Apostle Paul Palmieri,
who was blessed with an inspired
dedication sermon regarding Solomon's
dedication ofthe temple. Brother Paul
included a stirring personal testimony
of the day he dedicated his life to Jcsus
Christ. Finally, Evangelist Eugene

Perri from Lake Worth, Florida offered
a moving dedicatory prayer.

At this time, the mcmbers and
friends of the Mid{eorgia Mission
would like to tla¡k all those who
contributed in any way to this miracle.
Without your love and support and tlre
guidance and direction of the Lord, this
task could not have been accomplished!
May God richly bless you all, even if
your support lvas a humble prayer for
our success, for surely you have not
prayed in vainl

Continue to remember the Mid-
Georgia Mission in your prayers. Wc
look forward to your visits at our new
location.

Directory Update
continued from Page 6

Lovalvo, Anne
214 Brecon Drive
Saline, MI 48176
734.944-9004

Matthew, Charles and Melissa
3012 Gra¡dview
Windsor, Ontario, CN NAT 2L9
519-974-5854

Moore, Gladys S.
10068 South lTth St.
Fort Pierce, FL 34950
561-460-0777

Morris, Ruth
P.O. Box 4722
Eastman, GA 3 t023
9t2-374-1239

Pastorelli, Kathleen M.
5289 Cedar Lake Road
Boynton.Beach, FL 33437
561-752-3204

Sechez, Herman, Elaine
126l Tower Lane
Erie, PA 16505
814451-O47 |

Vucinich, Mary
1908 Faith Ave.
Haines City, FL 33844
8634t9-1033

t:],,ilf irl1:l:,)ì:t::ì !rì;,ì

":¡',::

The Mid-Georg¡a Miss¡on Build¡ng
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He Alone

By Brother David Nolf

An innocent man condemned a sinner,
to dic on a cruel cross.

The agony He willingly endured,
that our soul would not suffer loss.

De¿th claimed its victim
that dreadful day,

precious blood in anger was shed.
Entombed in rock, sealed by stone,
guards stood to protect the dead.

Only three days and three nights
could death hold this sinless prey-

For the rcsurrection of the firstborn
was destined that glorious day!

Jesus Christ triumphantly arose,
victorious over doath's great power.

He sits at the right hand
of Almighty God¡

pleading our cause at this hour!

Please, Oh please, don't tum Him away,
He loved unto deatlr you and me.

Accept His forgiveness,
repent ofyour sins,

by Him alone our soul is set froe!

Our soul is precious, it lives forever,
through the agcs of etcmity.

Prepare now for the day
that surely will come,

when we His face shall see!

A Testimony
Continued from Page 1

believe it. I said, "Lord, if you will
help me gct these on paper." Again,
tlat same voice said, "These words are
not for paper, these are for you!"
God is so good. Do not stay out t¡ere
in the world. Come back home. The
time is short and all the brothers a¡d
sisters are praying for you. Take
advantage of this opportunity and
come home. The saints never had such
hopes and promises that are promiscd
to us in thoso Lattor Days. Come
home, and enjoy the greatness of
serving a living God. You knowwhat

joy awaits the saints in the Latter
Days. Do not allow the devil ûo dim
your vision any longer. Pleâd with
God to help you. I am living proofthat
He will come to your aid. You may
not have the same things holding you
back that I had, but I know God can
ease tlem. It breaks His heårt to see

His cre¿tion withheld from Him be-
cause of trivial things. '"Try me," He
says, "And see if I won't sha.ke tle
very heavens for your sale!" Need I
say more?

(Fìitors' nole : Brother Ken
HaÍch is sevenly years old. He shares
this rcsrimony that it night affecr
olhers and prompt lhem to return lo
The Church ofJesus Christ.)

Ephraim and Manasseh
continued from Page 3

straight way, wherein tlrey shall not
stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my firstbom."

When Moses and the children of
Israel stayed forty years on the borders
ofthe land of Canaan, the time came
for them to enter in a¡d God told
Moses úrat he would not lead thc
children oflsrael into the promised
land. God told Moses to select a ma¡r
by the name ofJoshua, who was ofthe
tribe ofEphraim, to lead the children
oflsrael into the promised land. A¡d
in the last days God will again call
upon a great and mighty man, a
prophet from the tribe of Ephraim, to
lead the children of Israel a¡d the
nations of the Gentiles into the prom-
ised land, in the North and South
American continents and will establish
a reign of peace for all the nations of
the world.

In conclusion, pl€ase refer to
Psalm 80: l-3, "Give ear, O Shepherd
oflsrael, thou that leadest Joseph like a
flock; thou that dwellest between the
cherubims, shine forth. Before
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh
stir up thy strength, and come and save
us. Turn us again, O God and cause
thy face to shine; and we shall be
saved." We also refer you to the
following: Our church hymnal, hymn

no. 38, our Sister Amy Martin was so
inspired to write such beautiful words. 1

The beautiful h)'rnn no. 13, was given
by inspiration to W. W. Phelps to
wfitÊ, The Spir¡t of God Like A Fire Is
Burning.

(Editor's note: '"This article is

being writûen with the purpose of
documenting the fact that Ephraim and
Manasseh, the sons ofJoseph, were
brought to this land, North and South
Americ¿, by the hand of God. Refer-
ences will be made according to that
which is recorded in the Bible a¡d the
Book of Mormon and otler sources. It
will also be proven that Ephraim and
Manasseh were not brought ø any
other continent," Taken from the

þrwanl page of the pamphlet,
Ephraim and ManasselL This work
was co-aulhored by Apostle V. James
Lovalvo.

Editorial Viewpoint
continued from Page 4

Who are those sheep? It is all of
us. The Lord willingly sacrificed His
life so all men and women would have
an opportunity to save their souls.
What do we have to do? We have to
follow the leader of the sheep. We
have to follow the voice of the Good
Shepherd.

Do you know His voice? Do you
remember the disciple at Damascus
named Ana¡rias? What happened when
thc Lord spoke to him? Did A¡anias
recognize the Lord's voice? Was it a
strange voice to him? It was not.
When the Lord spoke to Ana¡lias, the
response from Ananias was, "Behold, I
am here, Lord." Ananias knew the
Lord's voice. No doubt, he had heård
it boforo, perhaps many times. When
the Lord spoke on the land of Amcrica
shortly after His resurrection, His
voice is described as not harsh or loud.
It was described as a small voice but it
pierced the hearers to the very celter of
their being.

Have you heard His voice? Have
you heard His call? Listen and you
will hear. He is there. He is nc¿r. It is
up to you.
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Message from the Seventies
Cont¡nued from Page 4

into which ofüces they should be
ordained. After the second meeting, it
was brought to our attention that Sisær
Renee (Brother Solomon's wife) had a
vision in which she saw a big ship and
onboard were brothers a¡d sisters.
There was a young man trying to get
on this ship but there seomed to be
someone keeping him from boarding.
The scene tlen changed, and she saw
lhis young man aboard a¡d all the
brothers a¡d sistcrs were very happy.
As soon as we heard this experience,
Brother Joc and I felt the confirming
spirit that Brother John Paul should be
ordained an Elder.

When we met with those two
brothers, we told them we would
ordain Brothcr John Paul an Elder and
Brother Paul a Teacher. Brother Joh¡
Paul began to weep, showing that the
Spirit of God had fallen upon him.
They were ordained that very night
before their own congregation.

TIIE NEXT SI'NDAY

The next Sunday, Brother John
Paul addressed his congregation and
twelve souls were conve¡ted into The
Church of Jesus Christ, with two more
Iater that week. " . . . baptizing them
in the name of the Father, a¡d ofthe
Son, and ofthe Holy Ghost . . . "

Sister Mcrcy, Brother Stephan's
wife, related she had a dream a month
before our visit in which she saw
Brother Joe and me visiting Brother
Joh¡ Paul's church.

The Church is also moving
forward well in other parts oflndia.
This was obvious as we traveled to the
other locations and viewed the Lord's
working with His people. The Pacific
Ladies' Uplift Circle a¡d a¡other
member donated money for two badly
needed buìldings in the Erode area
where tïere are three hundred and fifty
membe¡s and not one Church building
in which they can worship. It was very
gradrying to receive these donations.

Brother Manuel, the Elder-in-
Charge ofErode, suggested some po-
tential villages for the buildings. Two
locations werc visited and two desir-

ablo plots ofland were found. Each
plot is adjac€nt to the village it will

serve. "Go ye therefore and teach all
nations..."

Brother John Genaro washing Brother John paul's feet.

Brother Dev wash¡ng Brother Paul's feet.
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*WEDDING*
Susan Trinh Ricci a¡d leffrey Joseph Kattan were

united in holy matrimony on July 17, 1999 in the McKees
Rocks, Pennsylvania.Branch.

Children Blessed

Sydney Marie Munson, daughtor of Ronald and

Melissa (Ross) Munson, was blessed on Ocûober 17, 1999
in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch.

Brady Cole Carver, son of Ch¡is and.Beth Carver, was
blessed on March 12, 2000 in the McKees Rocks, Pennsyl-
vania Branch.

Robert Neal Bradwell, Jr., son ofBrother Bobby
Bradwell, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on August29, 1999.

Jac'ob Peter Mehera, son of Brother Sam Mehera, was

blessed,on August 15, 1999 in tle McKees Rocks, Pennsyl-
vania Bra¡ch.

. Christe Ly4n Meher4 daughter ofBrother Sam

Meiera,.was blessed in the McKe¡s Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on August l, 1999.

Alison Nicolc King, daughùer of Michael Jesse King
and Keri Hixcnbaugh, was Úlesscd on Deccmber 12. 1999 in
the Vanderbill Pennsylva.nia Branch.

Baptisms

Carlos Penaranda was baptizæd on July 5, 1999 in the

Miami-Dade Mission, Florida. He was baptized by Brother
Joseph Catone, Sr., and he was confirme.d by Brother
George Kovacic. .. .

Daryl l,ano McMurray was baptized on March 5, 2000

in tìe McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch. He was I

baptized by Brother John H. Manes and he was confirmed
by Brother Tony Ricci.' 

Patricia Schipani was baptized on March 5, 2000 in
the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized

by Brother Paul Ciotti, Sr., and she was confirmed by
Brother Bill Colangelo.

Ordinations

Brother P. J. Robinson ofthe Monongahela, Pennsyl-

va¡ria Bra¡ch was ordained a De¿con in The Church of
Jesus Christ on 4pn12,2000. His feet were washed by
Brother Emest Geracitano and he was ordained by Brother
Richard Scaglione.

Brother Bradlcy Kurowsky of the Monongahela,

Pennsylvania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church

ofJesus Christ on Ap/.l2,2000. His feet were washed by
Brother Jason Rogolino and he was ordained by Brother
Charles Kogler.

Brother Joshua Nicklow ofthe Monongahela, Pennsyl-

vania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church of
Jèsus Christ on A pnl2,2000. His feet were washed by
Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., a¡d he was ordained by
Brother Donald Ross.

Brother Jeremy Nicklow ofthe Monongahela, Pennsyl-

vania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church of
Jesus Christ on April 2,2000. His feet were washed by

Brother James Sgro and he was ordained by Brother Robert

Nicklow, Sr.

Brother Richard Nath ofthe Monongahela, Pennsylva-

nia Branch was ordained a Te¿cher in The Church ofJesus

Christ on April 2, 2000. His feet were washed by Brother

Alexander Cherry and he was ordained by BrotherFred Olexa.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

OBITUARY

We wish to express our sympathy to lhose tho¡ mourn

the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comfort you'

OLGAMAVRICH

Sister Olga Mavrich, a member of the Aliquippa'
Pennsylvania Branch, passed on to her heavenly reward on

Februâry 23, 2000. She is survived by two daughters,

Angie Sincic and Olga Danylo; one son, Brother Tony

Mavricn; ten grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
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Many Christian people today,
;hink that all churches are headed in
the same direction, working toward
the same goal, worshiping the same
God, that belicfs and doctrincs do not
makc any diffcrcnce, that it does not
matter what church we belong to, and
that as long as we are honest and
sincere, we will be savcd. Do you
bclieve that?

What did Jcsus think? What did
He say?

Therc wcrc many churchcs in
His day. already est¿blishcd and in
fi.rll operation. Judaism had bccn
divided into sccts for a ìong time, the
Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the
Essencs and othcrs. And there were
many non-Judaic and pagan rcligions.
But Jesus chose none ofthem. For
Hc said, "l will build my church"
(Matthew l6: l8). Whcn thc Dis-
ciples ofJohn attemptcd to chcck
Jcsus by the doctrine ofthe Phari-
sees, He said, "No man puttcth a
piece ofnew cloth unto an oldgarment"
'Matthew 9:16).' He, Jesus, wamed His own
Disciples to "Beware of the leaven of
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees"
(Matthew I 6:6)-leaven being
understood to mean Doctrine (Mat-

thcw l6:12). Jesus knew that His
purposcs would be frustratcd by thosc
existing organizations, that He would
havc to make a ncw beginning to build
the Kingdom of God, He knew that if
He were to save mankind, He would
have to follow a spccific plan of
salvation, incorporatcd in a dcfinitc
organization which was free of reli-
gious tradition, and which would be
dcvoted to the redemption and rcgcn-
eration ofthe huma¡ race, according
to His plan.

King David knew it made a
diffcrence what kind of spiritual home
was uscd, for he said, "Exccpt the
Lord build thc housc. thcy labor in
vain that build it" (Psalms 127:l).

Thcre havc bccn many rcligions
and churchcs cstablished by mcn, with
which God had nothing to do. Any-
one who is dissatisficd with an old
church can organize a ncw one ofhis
own. But that do€s not mcan that God
commandcd him to do it, nor that tho
result is God's Church.

Do you think God will recognize
these man-madc churchcs? Ca¡
salvation be found in thcm? Christ
did not say Hc would build any mar's
church. He said, "I will build My
Church?"

The Origin of Churches

By Evangelist Frank D. Giovannone

Mcn today have changcd thc

teaching and doctrine of Ch¡ist,
saying, wc do not nccd His doctrinc.

What does the Apostle Paul say? (ll
'îimothy 4:2-4).

Vcrse 2: Prc¿ch thc word: Be

instant in scason, out ofscason;
reprovc, rcbuke, exhort with all long-

suffcring and doctrinc.
Versc 3: For thc timc will come

whcn thcy will not cndurc sound

doctrìne; but aftcr thcir own lusts shâll

thr:y hcap to lhcmsclvcs tcachcrs,
having itching cars.

Versc 4: And thcy shall turn
away thcir ears from thc truth, and

shall be tumcd unto fablcs.
lI Timothy 3:16-17 states: "All

scripturc is givcn by inspiration of
God, and is profitablc for doctrine, for
rcproof, for corrcction, for instruction
in rightcousncss:

"That the man ofGod may be

pcrfcct, thoroughly fumished unto all
good works."

Morc scripturc: II John 9 states,
"Whosocvcr transgrcsscth, and abidcth
not in the Doctrinc of Christ, hpth not
God. He that abidcth in the Doctrine
of Christ, be hath both the Fathcr a¡d
the Son." Also refcr to and rcad, Acts
2:42: Sa. John 7:16-17 .

(Cont¡nued on Page 9)
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Be Ever Watchful

By Apostle Robert ll'atson, Jr.

I Corinthians l6:13 states,
'Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit
you like mcn, be strong."

Upon reading this passage, we
may divide it into four divisions.
Each plays an important part in the
adva¡cement or retrogression of our
lives. It can be rcadily seen that, with
thc application of thcsc admonitions in
our lives, we flourish. With the
neglect of such truths, we are destincd

Apostle Robert Watson

to rctrograde. Let us briefly examine
them; and, if we do so with an unbi-
ased mind, they may supply the
answers as to why we are not advanc-
ing spiritually.

Many people have to bum them-
selves before thcy begin to watch for
the dangers offire. Our lives are
greatly influenced by what we see;

therefore, watching is the root of
Ieaming. Distraction is an enemy to
careful observation, a¡d it sbould be
avoided. The moment we take our
eyes offour objective, we lose
ground, which must be recovered.

May I ask you: "Ofjust what
does your daily life consist? Are you
methodically forming routine habits,
which drive you to inactivity? Are
you watching for opportunities to
break down thc barriers ofindiffcr-
ence ar¡d idleness which rob you of
daily blessings?"

Watching sharpens our alertness
a-nd sounds the alarm when danger
comes. As the ship sails out into the
perils ofthe open sea, the captain's
eyes are traincd to watch for the
dargers ofthe deep, which constantly
endanger the lives he has in his care.
Similarly, wo should train ourselves
to watch for the infiltration ofsin,
which brings moral decay and ruin.
Remember, if we do not answer to the
rudder, we must answer to the rocks.
It is far better to look where we a¡e
going than look back with remorse to
where we have been.

In Psalms l9:12-13, David says,
" . . . cleanse thou me from secrct
faults. Kcep back thy servant also
from presumptuous sins . . . "

Perhaps, ifJudas Iscariot would
have watched when the lust for money
crcpt silently into his heart and would
have destroyed it at its inception, he
would not have been enslaved by the
urge that led him to betray his Master.
If Eli would have watched and
checked his sons while they werc
young and were forming habits, which
would later develop into charactcr, he
would not have nccded Samuel to
come to him ard prophesy ofthe

ultimate destruction. Aaron was
neglectful and did not watch for the (

s¡,rnptoms of idolatry, which came in
the form of discontent and unbelief
He could have, upon recognition,
given himself to eamest prayer and
saved the shameful display of ingrali-
tudc shown to God by worshiping the
golden calf.

As a last illustration, I would like
to speak of David as he stood upon the
palace roofand looked at Bathsheba,
who was washing. Ifhe only could
have recognized the symptoms of
adultery, which drew his eyes toward
her with possessiveness and applied
restraint to his life he would never
have developed them into adultery. I
canmot cnrphasize enough the impor-
tance ofnot only watching for these

s).rnptoms but seeking a curc. I feel
that more time should be spent on the
prevention ofsin. Then less time
would be nceded for combating sin.

Watching also is the essence of
action. For example, one would not
stand idly by if his neighbor's house
were buming, but he would instinc-
tively cngage himself with the work of
shortening the life of the fire. Yet, as
Christians, we ìnsist on closing our
eyes to the dire needs ofthis world,
which is buming widr degeneracy and
is ripening fast for destruction.

We can truly rcjoice with James
as he says, "L€t him know, that he
which converteth the sinner from the
error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of
sins." But, alas, there will be bittcr
anguish f'elt on thc Day ofJudgment,
when God shall require this generation
at our ha¡ds. We who have received
the enlightenment of the Gospel
cannot escape the fiery indignation of
God if we fail to carry this word of
life.

In the e¿¡lier days ofcivilization,
tle Lord winked at the ignorance of
man- His allowance for sin was
greater, but, as He began to pour out
His knowledge and wisdom upon His
creation, He expccted more in return.
In tbe Book of Exodus, He esøblished
rigid laws at the loot of Mt. Sinâ¡.
These were destined to be overshad-
owcd by the Doctrine of Christ.

Jcsus did not make any allow-
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alces for the presence ofmoney in the
I temple when it was used as a mea¡s
of business. Rather, He took the whip
a¡d drove thcm into tìe street. Nei-
ther did He allow for willful refusal to
accept His miracles performed in the
cities of His day. H€ stated:

'Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe
unto thee, Bethsaidal For ifthe mighty
works had been done in Tyre ard
Sidon, which have becn done in you,
they had a great while ago repentcd,
sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

"But it shall be more tolerable
for Tyre and Sidon at thejudgment,
than for you."

These verses show the position in
which Jesus placcd these cities in
comparison to Sodom and Gomorrah.
Why was their condemnation grcater?
Because they had behcld greater
divine proofs. Yet, they had not secn
or heard of thc greatest miracle, the
resurrection of Christ.

Oh! I fc¿r for thc position in
which God has placed us, we of this
so-called enlightened age. We know
Jesus did resurrect ârd open wide the
entranco to heaven. He said, " . . . I
go to prepare a place for you . . . that
where I am, there ye may be also."

Two thousand more preparatory
ycars have elapsed since He made this
promise, The earth is reaching its
maturity, when as Peter says,
" . . . the elements shall melt \.vith
fcrventhcat. . . " Jcsus wamcd, in
effect, that when ye see the fig trce
begin to bud, you will know that
summer is nigh.

So, likewise, when you see these
things come to pass, you will know
that the Kingdom of God is near at
hand.

Can wc dcny that wc are living in
the last dispensation of timo allotted
unto man? Is it not alarming to see

the retrogression ofthis present
generation in comparison to the last?
rvVe have approached the time when
the marriage vows are being des-
ccrated evcry day. Juvcnilc dclin-
luency is fast gaining momentum. At
ihis momcnt, whilc I am speåking to
you, political machinery is working
that will be used to destroy lives
again. Is it any wonder I caution you
to watch? There is only one way to

escape from this destruction, and it is
through Christ.

The second part ofthe topic
v€rse, ". . . standfast in the
faith., . " is a resultofcareful
watching. James says, "... Forhe
ùat waveretì is like a wave of the se¿

driven with the wind a¡d tosscd."
Will we be able to say with Paul

that we have fought a good fight, have
finished our courses, and have kept
the faith? Only when we have con-
vinccd ourselves can we hopc to
convince others. The way to stand
fast is as tbe verse goes on to say,
". . . quityou likemen. ., ",which
means \rye must reach maturity in the
sight ofcod, Paul says, "Whcn I was
achild, I spake as a child . . . but
when I became a man, I put away
childish things."

The time comes in our lives when
we aro s€t free from the guidance of
our parents. We venture into this
world to forge our own destiny. As
children, we live in a world of make
believe; as men, in a world of reality.

.We admire the manly heart
which inspired Peter to say to t¡e
Sanhedrin Council, ". . . Wc ought to
obey God rather than men." Onc of
the most important things to a man
besides the appearance ofmen is the
strcngth ofmen. This obscrvation
brings us to the last instruction ofour
subjcct verse, " . . . be strong." Paul
says, " . . . when I am weak, then am I
strong." God helps us to be strong.

The strcngth of Samson lay in
tho covenant he held with God. When
he broke that covenant, hìs strengfh
was taken from him; and he was
capturcd by thc Philistincs. Likewise,
our strenglh dcpends on the covenant
we make with Cod. We must be ever
"watching," "standing-fast," "quitting
like mcn," and God will grant us the
strength to endure unto the end.

(This arlicle is laken from the
Book ofSermons, published by The
C hu rch of Jes u s Ch ri s t*Edi tor's
nole.)

Note of Thanl<s

I would like to thank all the
brothers, sisters, and friends through-
out the Church that prayed, callcd and
sent cards during my recent bout with
cancer. The Lord oncc again has seen

fit to heal me of this terrible dise¿se. I
know this happens with your prayors.
I especially would tike to thank the
Ladies' Circlc, Sunday Schools and
MBA's of the Church for thcir gifts
and cards, which always arrived at the
right momcnt.

Brother Tony DiFalco
Sterling Heights, MI Branch
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On Saturday, March 4,2000, we
embarkcd on a two-week missionary
visit to Kenya, East Africa. The
brothers traveling were Mark Kovacic,
Frank Natoli, Jeffrey Giannetti (mak-
ing his first trip after ar experience
that he had a work to do in Kenya) and
Wayne Martorana.

The anticipation of gathering
togcther with the brothers a¡d sistcrs
was groat; especially following the
loving reccption thc Osaka's received

at the recent World Missionary Con-
ference. We arrived safely and re-
mained in God's gracious care
tlroughout the visit, bec¿use of the
dedicated, consistent prayers of the
saints on both sides ofthe ocea¡.
" . . . The effectual, fervent prayer ofa
righteous man (woman) availcth much"
(James 5:17).

Prior to our visits to the villages,
we had wondgrfirl fellowship in
Nairobi with Brother Josphat Mugambi.

Kenya Mission 2000-A Living Testimony

By Brother Wayne Marlorana, Evangelist

Brother Josphat, baptized a few years
ago, is 230 miles (8 hours) from tÏe I

body of the saints. Despite this dis-
tance from the Kisti area, he has becn
quite active in giving his testimony to
friends, co-workers, and family, as
well as studying God's word. It was
obvious to us that God has been bless-
ing our brother and frequently answcr-
ing his prayers. We dincd with Brother
Josphat spiritually and temporally. Our
service togethcr was blcssed with the
Spirit ofGod and we shared the l-ord's
Supper in memory ofour Savior's
suffering, death a¡d resurrection.

VISITS TO VILLAGES

Once in the Kisti area, we were
able to visit seven often village loca-
tions where the brothers and sisters
worship. By namc, thcy are Kiogosi,
Kenyenya, Nyabinto, Nyandiwa, Itibo,
Nyasongo, a¡d Omosasa. Of special
note were Kiogosi and Kenyenya,
where the crusades were conducted;
Itibo, where, for the first time during
onc ofour visits, thc saints had a
building to worship in; Nyasongo
where spiritual revival occurred after
difficulties with the original building
location; a.nd Omosasa, where we
conducted Sunday Services with forty
two baptisms, pcrformed by Brother
Jeffrey and Brother Dismas Àbuga, the
most rccently ordained Kenyan Elder.
The baptisms confirmcd a drcam given
to one of the brothers prior to leaving,
as hc heard a¡d saw a congrcgation
singing, "Shall We Gath€r at the
River," tlpically s¡.nonymous with
baptisms in the Un¡ted States.

Services at the village loca-
tions were truly blessed, including
prayer, spirited singing, inspired
preaching, beautifu I testimonies, and
heart-felt anointing. We also utilized
the visits to the villages to satisfu some
spiritual and temporal needs. Such
needs included towels for baptism and
feet washing, utensils and wine for the
Lord's Supper, Bibles for study, oil for
anointing, donated clothing and, of
course, some candy for the children.
All items are welcomed and very
graciously received.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Editoríal Víewpoint

Jesus Christ came for all people. He came to rescue the sinners, whether men or women. The
l,ord did not exclude anyone from His plan ofsalvation. How do we know this to be a fact?
ConsidcrHis commandment to His eleven remaining disciples priortoHis departure from eårth.

In Matthew 28:18-20 the Lord st¿tes,'All power is given unto me in heaven and earth. Goye
tìerefore, and te¿ch all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, ard of the Son, and
oftheHoly Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things whatsocver I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world."

It is important to note that He has all power. He can do all things that are expedient in theFather.
The Lord can make the blind to see, thc dcaf to hcar, the lame walk, the lcpcrs skin as ncw. He
ca¡r and will intercede for our sins provided we present Him the opportunity. The Lord didjust
that when He allowed Himself to hang on the cross, suffer a crucl dcath by crucifixion, and
resurrect from thc grave. Jesus Christ allowed Himself to be sacrificed for the entire human
family, that whosoever willbelieve inHim, whosoeverwill follow and obcy His commandmcnts,
will have everlasting life.

The Church ofJesus Christ has the authorif, power and commission to preach the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the entire world. No nation, no people, no language will be overlooked. All shall
hear the message and divine comma¡dmcnts of Jesus Christ. Every nation, pcople and tongue
will be given an opportunity to hcar the true a¡d unadultcrated Gospel ofJesus Christ- That is
our mission. It is our commission.

Every nation, kindrcd, tongue and peoplewill beøughtto observe allthings thatHccommandcd
His disciples, His message was notonly toHis rcmaining disciplcs, itis forus as well. Wehavs
to possess tho zcâI, enthusiâsm, and spiritual drive to preach and teach all nations. It will t¿ke
the strength and powerofGod to makethis commandmenta reality. Wecannotdoitonourown.
We cannot do it with our strength. We can only do this with the strength and poÌvcr of Jcsus
Christ.

The Lord stated in the scriptures that we will do greater things than He did in His lifetime. What
can we do that He did not do? We will be used as His instruments to gathcr the House of Israel.
We will seek them out in the North Country. We will seek thcm out by the dircction of Jcsus
Christ, to preach and teach that Jesus Christ is Lord, their Saviour and Rcdccmcr. Wc will go
to evcry nation, kindrcd, tongue, and people with thc message ofthe Rcstored Gospel ofJcsus
Christ.

Allpeoplewill hearthat theangelhas flown in the midst ofheaven, having theeverlasting Gospel
to be preachcd to every nation, every kindred, every tongue, and every pcople. No one will be
overlooked. No one will be excluded from the message of salvation and the rcquirernents for
salvation. All shall hcar they must bclicve, repcnt, be baptizcd and rcceive the Holy Ghost. All
shall hear that The Church ofJesus Christ is the Church ofthe Lamb ofGod, ItistheChurch
He gave FIis precious name to â¡d it is the Church that He gave His life.

Thìs message ofsalvation was also given to King Benjamin by an angel ofGod. King Bcnjamin
declared to his people, " . . . wo unto him who knoweth that he rebellcth against God! For
salvation cometh to none such except it be through repentance and faith on the Lord Jesus
Christ." King Benjamin went on to dcclare that the Lord sent His holy prophcts among all the
children of men, to dcclare these things to cvcry kindred, nation, and tongue, that thereby
whosoever should believe that Christ should come, the same will receive remission oftheir sins,
and rejoice with an exceeding grcatjoy.

The Church of Jesus Christ is at the thrcshold of moving forwa¡d and carrying out this

(Cont¡nued on Page 11)
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sister Jahet Sleinrock

"God Judges the
Murmurers"

Dear Friends,

The Bible is very clear that people
who serve God also need to be obedient
and respectful of their spiritual leaders,
chosen by God. In the Book ofJude,
written by the brother ofJesus, the
spiritual leaders are wamed they must
be alert themselves that they do not fall
into all sorts of traps and temptations.

Jude warns that they, and we, are
not supposed to deny Christ- We are
not supposed to commit sins of the
flcsh, lusting after people who are not
our husband or wife, or do like the city
ofSodom and Gomorrah when men
wanted to be with men (be gay). We
are not supposed to pretend to show
rcspcct for others for the sakc ofour
own advantage (make them like us so
we can gct som€thing)- And wc are not
supposed to complain a¡d murmur
against others and against what God
has given us.

In the days of Moses, the people
were freed from slavery in Eg]?t and
started their long joumey across
deserts to thc Promrsed Land of
Canaan. These people had their own
set ofleadership before Moses was
sent, and for many, they were jealous
of Moses' power and they began
wanting it for themselves.

One powerful man named Korah
(also called Core, read Numbers l6)
started murmuring against Moses,
along with his two friends Dathon and
Abiram. They gathercd togcthor two
hundred and fifty men who were
spiritual leaders and talked against
Moses and his brother Aaron. They
argued, saying, "Moscs, you take too

much upon yourself. These two
hundred a¡d fifty men are holy too.
Why do you lift yourselfup above the
congregation of God?"

Moses was shocked and angry. If
you remember tÏe true story, God
called him forth afìer appearing in a
buming bush. He told Moses He was
going to send him back to Egypt to fre€
His people, a¡d Moses tried to talk
God out of it. Mosos told God, "But I
am not a man that speaks well in front
of people." And God told him, "\Àrho

made your tongue? I did. I can givc
you that power." Ànd when Moses
hesitated, God offcrcd to send his
brother, Aaron, to be the messenger for
the things God would tell Moses to
teach His people. So Moses went.

And now thesc pcople werc again
murmuring against Moses and God's
plan. Korah continued saying,
"Moses, you led us out of Egypt, a
land flowing with milk ard honey to
this dcscrt!" And Cod heard tlcir
murmuring and was not plcased.

Moses prayed to the Lord. He
said, "Lord, I havc not taken any of
their money, or offering, I have not
taken one donkey from them. Neither
havc I hurt aryone of them." Then he

told all the people, Korah, Dathon,
Abiram, and the trvo hundred and fiíÌy
spiritual leaders, "Let the Lord de-
cide." Tomorrow you two hundred and
fifty men come here bcfore thc taber-
nacle and bring your containers of
incense that we light whcn we pray to
God. God will show us all."

And whcn the people gathered tIe
next day, Moscs wamed them, "Move
away from Korah, his two friends and
everything that they own. Now watch
and sec what God will do. Ifthese men
die like normal men, then God has not
sent me. But if the Lord shows us a

new thing, and these men die in a way
you have not seen before, then you will
know úat God has sent me."

Just as hc finished saying this
message, the ground made a horrible
rumbling, and a huge crack opened up
right where the ungodly houses (tents)
of Korah and his two friends were.
These rebellious mcn and ever¡.lring
tlrey owned were swallowed up and
buried deep in the e¿rth. As the people
ran and screamed, the l,ord sent fire
from heaven a¡d it struck t¡e two
hundred a¡d fifty leaders who also had
been rebelling. All were struck down
by God.

God had clearly showed His
people that Moscs was their chosen
leader and they should acc0pt this, But
the following day, thousands ofthem
woke up furious that God had disci-
plined and corrected thcm. Again, a
huge crowd went up to the tabemacle
complaining, murmuring against God
and saying, "Moses, you killed our
spiritual leaders."

And when they looked at the
tabemacle, bchold, a cloud covered it

(Continued on Page 1 1)
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Great Lakes Area MBA

By Sister Marge D'Amico

Once I was blind, but now I can
see. This was the theme of Brother
Jeffrey Giannetti, Vice Presidcnt of the
GMBA, as he addressed the Great
Lakes Area MBA at Branch #2,
Detroit, Michigan on Sunday January
23,2000.

He posed the questions, "How are
your cyes? How clearly do you see

Jesus Christ?" He relatcd many
scriptural examples of thosc who wcre
naturally and spiritually blind and were
made to see.

Brother Jeffrey emphasized that
as we can naturally bc made to see

more clearly with surgery, cver more
so we necd to have spiritual surgery so
the veils fall from our cycs and we can
clearly sec Jesus Christ.

Brother Larry Champine, Great
Lal<es Arca MBA Chaplain, followed
by saying, once we have receivcd our
sight, we must be excitcd and share the
blessings we have. We are not to be
afraid, even though thcre are those who
would try to tako away our sight.

We need to take the messago out
into the world, and praise God we are
in The Church ofJosus Christ.

Wc extend our thanks to Brother
Jeffrey Giannetti for his visit to our
Area. Please remenrber us in your
prayers. May God bless you all.

Notice
Video tapes (set of 8) ofthe

World Missionary Conference are
available for $120.00 a set (in-
cludes postage). Order from:

Print House
8282 Bocttner Rd.

P.O, Box 30
Bridgcwater, MI 48 I l5

734-429-5080

A

Bramh and
ilie¡ion ilCIus

Ordinations in
Monongahela, PA

By Sister Leah Nath

On April 2, 2000, four young
servants, Brothers Jeremy Nicklow,
Joshua Nicklow, Bradley Kurowsky
and Paul Robinson, Jr., were ordained
De¿cons and Brotler Richard Nath
was ordained a Teacher. The day was
a day of blessings. There weremary
visitors and friends from New Jersey,
Michigan and bra¡ches fiom Pcnnsyl-
vania, including Apostles Paul Palmieri
and Joseph Bittinger.

Apostle Joseph Bittinger opened
our meet¡ng in prayer. We then
listened as Brother Michael McGuire
sang that beautifulhymn, For Those
Tears I Died. This song touchcd every
person in the building, as each one
l¡stcncd to the words.

Apostle Paul Palmieri opened the
meeting by reading thc last vcrse of
For Those 'I'ears I Died, and asked,
"lsn't that bcautiful?" Hc went on to
ølk about how the l¡rd told Samuel to
go to see Jcsse's sons. Samuel thought
it was Eliab, the eldcst son, thc Lord
wantcd Samucl to anoint as the next
king oflsrael. But, "The Lord does
not see a man as man seeth, for man
looked on outward appearance, But
God seeth the heart." When David,
Jesse's youngest son was called from
tending tbe shecp, the Lord said to
Samuel, "Sta¡d up, it is he." Samuel
anointcd him right thcn and thcrc.
Brother Paul explained David was
picked by God and we have to be will-
ing to opcn our hearts and be likc David.

Brother Sam Sgro stood and said
as the Spirit moved him, "David was
called unto the Lord. We have thc
same calling. God is the same yester-
day, today and forsver. The powcr of
God is unto salvation for all. Because
of His people, He is patient,"

Brother Jim Sgro followed by
saying; "\rry'c only do things by God's

power." He mcntioned how some
peoplc would ask, "How could these
four brothers be ordained Deacons
when they are sixteen years ofage or
younger?" Mormon leamed to love the
Lord at age fiíìeen . We are the sheep
ofGod. David said, "Is there not a
cause?" when he heard about Goliath.
Is thcre not a cause that wc are hcre
today? A Goliath will always be thcre,
but God will not let His people down.
Brothcr Jim stated, "Jcsus is our cause
today." Hc then askcd, "lfthere is
somcbody that has not mot Jcsus, serve
Him. Is there not a causc? Arc we
doing enough?"

Brother Jim relatcd a droam he
had whcn he was going through much
sorrow and confusion. "I mct thc
Lord, and I fcll to my knees and closcd
my eyes. Thc Lord said to opon my
eyes, so I could sce thc scars on His
fcet. The Lord said, 'I did that for
you.' I felt thc powcr ofGod and
undcrstood the grace of God and at
that moment, my sorrow tumed to
joy." The Church is to tcll thc truo and
unadultcrated Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Our cause is to risc up a¡d scrvc God.
Lovc the pcople of God with all your
beart, mind and soul, and God will
blcss you. We were encouragcd by
Brothcr Jim to take up thc challcnge, to
takc up the same causc as David. If
you take up the cause and nevcr lct it
go, God will blcss you.

BrothcrTony Ricci closcdourmom-
ing meeting in prayer. We enjoycd one
anothcr's fcllowship during lunch.

Our afternoon mecting was
opcncd by singing, There is I'owcr in
the Blood, and prayer was ollcrcd by
Brothcr Karl Kirschner. The young
people had a desìre to sing and honored
us with The Standard ofLiberty and If
You l|/ould lttbor in Zion.

Brother Don Ross, our Prcsiding
Eldcr, cxplained how ordinations are
done in The Church ofJesus Christ.
This was done because there were
many in the congrcgation that had
never witnessed an ordination. Brother
Don then shared with the congregaiion
the experiences concerning the calling
ofthese brothers.

Brother William Chepanoske had
an experience during a Sunday mom-

(Continued on Page 9)
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Forest Hills, FL
Dedication

By Brolher Dan Risola

Saturday, November 6, 1999, we
gathered together to dedicate the Forest
Hills, Florida work to the Lord. Many
visited from Michigan, Ohio, New
Jcrsey, Califomia, and the Southeast
Region. We were also privileged to
have Apostlcs Dominic Thomas, V.
James Lovalvo, Paul Benyola, Joseph
Calabrese, and Peter Scolaro visiting
our branch.

Apostle V. James l,ovalvo opened
the scrvice with Isaiah 33, speaking on
building a house unto the Lord. He
recallcd ofhow he was sent here in
1969 as the Apostle assigned to the
Southeast Rcgion. He has ccrtainly
scen many houses dedicated to the
Lord in Florida since then. Brothcr
Lovalvo spoke ofthe need for more
spiritual builders to proclaim the Gos-
pel to every kindred, tongue, and people.

Sunday, November 7, Brother
John Griffith opened the meeting by
relating two cxperiences that occurred
in last night's meeting. While Brother
Dan Risola was reading the history of

the many experiences from the Palm
Harbor Bra¡ch and the events that led
us to Forest Hills, Sistcr Pearl Zinzi
saw a Personage behind him all in
white. At the closo of tlìe me€ting,
while tlc Forest Hills choir was sing-
ngGod's House, a sister saw tho face
of Christ in the window smiling as if
He was pleased with the house that
was being offered. She looked three
times to veri$ if what shc was seeing
was true a¡d each time she looked, she
saw the same thing.

Brother John spoke ofhow the
temple of God is in our hcarts. We
have a precious gift, a pearl ofgreat
price, and we must not take it for
granted. He thanked God that we were
able to complete the building. How-
ever, he is more thankful that we ca¡
put the hammer down now a¡d focus
on building our temporal house to
becomc more spiritual. Brothcr John
thcn turnod the meeting over to the
visiting Apostlcs.

Apostle Joseph Calabrese offered
the dedicatory prayer tlat this place
would be a house ofworship and
would draw others unto God. Then,
Apostle Dominic Thomas spoke of
when he first camc to know the Lord

about forty years ago in Lorain, Ohio
as a boy. He recalled leaming fiom tlre¡
Elders how to pray, to fast, to study
the word, and to testiry. He read a
portion ofscripture relating to when
Solomon dedicated a house unto dre

Lord. Brother Thomas said we must
bc morc spiritual; to have our anchor
rooted in Jesus Christ, so the evil one
cannot pull us awây.

Apostle Paul Benyola continued
by speaking on the workmanship oftle
building. He said that those who have
passed on to their reward from our
branch would have becn proud to see

tle work that was accomplished. He
was reminded of how ma¡y brothers
and sisters pulled together to build tho
Metuchcn Branch in Ncw Jcrsey.

Apostle V. James Lovalvo
followed with reasons why God wants
a house dedic¿ted unto Him. Brother
Lovalvo said the House of God is a
placc where the congregation car come
together to fellowship, to sing, to pray,
to study the scriptures, and to meditate
upon His word. We must consecrate
ourselves unto the [.ord to separatc
ourselvcs from the world.

Lastly, Apostle Peter Scolaro
commented on the bcauty of the

The Forest Hills Florida Branch Building
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building and then exhorted the congre-
gation to leave it behind. He said we
must put God first now and focus our
efforts to serving Him to the best of
our ability in order to become more
righteous.

We tha¡k God for the wonderfirl
spirit úat was felt over the weekend.
Please remember us in your prayers that
we may c¿rry the Spirit of God with us
at all times, and as the cxperience was
given, that Christ may look through the
window of hcavcn upon us and be
pleased with this work in Forest Hills.

Ordinations in Monongahela
Cont¡nued from Page 7

ing service. He was observing the four
brothers, Jeremy, Joshua, Bradley and
Paul Jr., and fclt very strongly that hc
was looking at the next Deacons to be
ordained in Monongahela. As Brother
Chepanoske was experiencing this feel-
ing during the service, he leancd over
to Brothcr Don Ross, who cxpressed
the same feeling and concurred with
Brother Chepanoske. The Mononga-
hela Pricsthood was unanimous con-
ceming the calling of these brothers.
When Brother Don approached Brother
Jeremy about meeting with tho Priest-
hood, Brother Jeremy stated he could
not describe the feeling that came over
him during this bricf convsrsation. The
other brothers said the same.

Brother Karl Kirsch¡er had a
dream where he was in a large field
with several lambs. He gathercd them
around, picked one up, and thc others
followed to get fed by their mothcr.
Brother Karl did not quite understand
this at first, because he never raised
sheep, only cattle when he was a young
man. The Priesthood felt these broth-
ers needed to be nourished by the
mother, The Church ofJesus Christ,
and tlrey would follow and work with
the Pricsthood of thc branch.

Brother William Chepanoske read
the duties of a Deacon, taken from our
Ministcr's Manual and from Acts 6:l-
8. A prayer was offered by Brother
Alexandcr Cherry that thc Lord would
choose those Elders who were to ordain
these four young brothcrs. Brother

Jeremy Nicklow's feet werc washed by
Brothcr Jim Sgro and he was ordained
by his grandfather, Brothcr Robert
Nicklow, Sr. Brother Joshua Nick-
low's feet were washed by his father,
Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., and he

was ordained by Brother Don Ross.
Brother Bradley Kurowsky's fe€t were
washed by Brother Jason Rogolino and
he was ordained by Brother Charles
Kogler. Brother Paul Robinson, Jr.'s
fcct wcre washed by Brothcr Emic
Gcracitano and he was ordained by
Brother Richard Scaglione.
Brother Paul Lambert stood and said
hc saw angels, end to end, protccting
the four brothers from evil. Brother
Jason Rogolino stood a¡d st¿ted that
while he was washing Brother Brad-
ley's fcct, hc fclt a firc encirclc him
with great love. Sister Anna Mae
Gcracitano stood and said she saw tìe
Three Ncphites come in while the
brothers were having thcir feet washcd.
She then saw Jesus with a staff, stand-
ing ncxt to cach one while thcir fcct
were bcing washed.

Brother Alexarder Cherry read
the duties ofa Teacher. Brothcr
Richard Nath's feet were washcd by
Brother Alexarder Chcrry and he was
ordained by Brother Fred Olexa.

The newly ordaincd brothers then
expressed themselves a¡d thanked God
for thcir callings. Brother Paul Robin-
son, Jr. statcd it vcry well when he
said, "Some will say we are young.
The way I look at it is that \rye have
more time to work for the Lord."
Their parcnts also expressed them-
sclves and we enjoyed a wonderful
season of beautiful testimonies.

Brother Don Ross addressed the
young peoplc and cncouraged them to
serve the Lord a¡d work for Him ar¡d
His cause. He askcd thc congrcgation
to pray for those Church members who
have famrly members that do not
belong to The Church of Jesus Christ.
He encouragcd us to be good examples
to thsm, thât they would see the love
and humility and the joy of being part
of God's beautiful and true Gospel.
Our mceting was closed in prayer by
Brother Rìchard Scaglione. We can
say that we enjoyed the blessings of
God. Please rcmembcr thesc brothers
in your prayers. May God bless you.

Origin of Churches
Continued from Page 1

Some of the times and dates that
you will read below were takcn from
thc 7ú cdition, Handbook of Denomi-
nalions.

How did some of these churchcs

come about? In the beginning was
pagan religion.

Martin Luther was a Catholic
priest. He was dissatisfied with thc
abuses, doctrines, and practices. Hc
withdrcw from the Catholic Church
and organized his own. He never made

the claim that God had commanded

him to do so. He was trying to got

back to the purity ofthe "strait and

narrow way" of Christ. So, in 1529,

he startcd the Lutheran Church.
In 1729, John a¡d Charles

Wesley, who wcre Catholic priests,

startcd th€ Methodist Church.
In the l8'l' century, John Wcsley

organizcd thc Pentecostal Church of
the Nazarcne. In 1910, thcy dropped
the Pcntecostal. It is now known as the

Church of the Nazarene.
Roger Williams, a priest of the

Church ofEngland, came to this
country and idcntified himself with the

Presbyterians for a time. But in
rcading his Biblc, hc came to bclicvc
that infant baptism and sprinkling as a

modc of baptism wcrc wrong. So in
1639, he organizcd the First Baptist
Church in America.

In 1810, Alexandcr Campbell, a
minister of the Baptist Church, came to

believe in baptism for the remission of
sins (Acts 2:38). But, he failcd in
trying to introduce that doctrino into
the church, so he withdrew and orga-
nized a church that later bccame
known as the Christian Church.

These and other ovents like them,

explain why we have so many churchcs

today that claim to be the church of
Christ.

Nonc ofthese churcbes teach the
same doctrine or have the same creed.

(Cont¡nued on Page 10)
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Origin of Churches
Cont¡nued from Page I

Many teach conflicting doctrincs and
ideas. Can all of them be right?

All Christian Churches have
something in common; their belief in
God and Christ, their hope of heaven,
their concem for souls. But, they
diverge, and they have many differ-
ences ofopinion, belief, practices and
ordina¡ces.

Can Christ build His Church with
a lot ofquarreling followers a¡d con-
flicting or contradictory creeds? Many
honest people mistakenly think He can.

Jesus knew He could not, for He
said, "Every kingdom dividcd against
itself is brought to desolation" (Mat-
thew l2:25).

The question is asked: When did
all these different religions øke place?

They all came forth during thc
Dark Agcs; while ùc powcr and

authority was taken away from the
earth, as stated in Revelation 12:4-6
that God had a place preparcd for the
woma¡ with the man child, in the
wildemess, and took care of hcr for
one thousand, two hundred and three-
score days (1260 days). This pcriod of
timc is k-nown as the Dark Ages.

Now, while John the Revclator
said days, Ezekiel said he appointed a
day for a year (Ezekiel 4:6, Numbers
l4:34).

It is my beliefthat the Gospel fell
away about the year 560 A.D. Tbe
Apostle Paul said there would be a

falling away (lI Thessalonians 2:3).
We believe thât John saw an angel

fly in the midst ofheaven, having the
Everlasting Gospel to be preached unto
them that dwell on tho carth, and to
every nation, and kindrcd, ard tongue,
and people. (Rcvelation l4:6)

We believe that this angel has

flown in thc ycar 1820, kccping in
mind the time from 560 years to 1820
years is 1260 years. We believe that
the Gospel was restored again with the
power and authority from God, on

May 15, 1829.

There are many references in the
Bible that will show us and prove tìese
facts. I believe a¡d hope that this will
enlìghten the minds of those who will
see the truth, with God's help.

Message from the Seventy
CoIìtinued from Page 4

Numerous brothers and sisters
gave a living testimony to the honor
and glory of God because of how Jesus

Christ changed their lives. Brawlers
became pcacemakers, drunkards were
sobered, and an imprisoned man had
his life completely changed by the
power of the Savior. Onc young
mother bore witness that she was very
sickly, receiving regular medical
treatments and being unable to ad-
equatcly care for hor children. How-
ever, after conv€rsion to The Church of
Jesus Christ, God healed her body even
though the doctors said there was no
hope. She exclaimed, "God is the
doctor of all doctors!"

Sister Nina Osaka related an
experience whcn she was having
stomach problcms, scvcrc back pain
and a high fever. Bccause of this
serious condition, traveling to the
United Slatcs for the World Mission-
ary Conference was very much in
jeopardy. The doctors desircd to
perform surgcry, but she was inspired
to call the Kenya Coordinator, Brother
Frank, to ask the saints to fast and
pray for her afflicted condition.
Through a powerful expcrience, the
healing power of Christ miraculously
touched her. She was able tojoumey
to the Unite.d States and to this day has
not needed the recommended surgery.
Sister Nina is well and strong. God is
so good.

Several brotbers, sisters and
friends were anointed at the villages for
affliction, vices of this life, spiritual
strcngth and direction, and to draw
closer to God with a desire to soon
serve Him. Noteworthy among the
anointings was tlat of Sistcr Doris, a
De¿coness at Nyandiwa village. Our

sister has been sorely affIicted for five
months, suffering severe weight loss
and becoming quiûe \ eåk. A great
spirit of love and compassion filla4 the
room and overwhelmcd the brothers
prior to and during prayer. rr¡y'e felt we
were ir the presence of God's holy
angels. Please confinue to remember
our sister in prayer as we have placed

Bro. Jeffrey G¡annett¡ þapt¡z¡ng at
Omosasa Vil¡age.

hcr in the hands of a merciful God.
Sister Doris is one who was previously
imprisoned and received cruel treat-
mcnt for the sake ofthc Gospel.
However, she has remained firm to the
faith and her cornmitment to serve
Chrìst.
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CRUSADES

Twoday crusades were planned
during our visit, one each at the
villagcs of Kcnycnya and Kiogosi.
Both locations have existing Church
congrcgations. On a peaÌ day, there
were 600-700 in attendanc€ at the
crusades. During the services, the
Ladies Circle, Sunday School, and
youth group each sang several selec-
tions. The Sunday School students
also provided a briefskit dcpicting
David's victory over Goliath. There
were visiting saints from Nyasongo and
Omosasa who sang beautifully as we ll.
The studcnts from the Church spon-
sored technical school also delighted
those in attendance with powe rful,
spirited selections. Tha¡k God a fcw
days later, the schoolmaster, who was
also very active with the choir, was
among tlrose baptized. While thcre was
preaching at each of the crusades,
Brother Mark preached at one of the
services, which wâs quite remarkable
given that he had been somewhat ill
cnly thc previous day. God truly
blessed him with a message.

Toward the end ofthe scrvice
each day, those in necd ofpraycr for
afïliction came forward, as well as
tlose who were intcrested in leaming
more about The Church ofJcsus
Christ. Spccial prayer was offcred for
both groups in need. It was also a
privilege to have the village chief
(comparable to a city mayor in the
United States) in attendance at the
services of each location. He com-
mended Thc Church for her spiritual
work in thc villagc and proclaimed that
we are welcomed there_ The chiefalso
addressed the congregation briefly with
an encouraging message.

LADIES' UPLI}'T CIRCLE

Tbe Ladies' Uplift Circle, orga-
nized a few years ago, is active and
progressing well undcr the direction of
Sistcr Nina Osaka. In each village, the
Ladics'Uplift Circle sisters have taken
the initiative to have a unique, color
coordinated uniform for the purpose of
easy identifi cation and recognition
within the village area. Last year while
the Osaka's were in thc United States,

several of thc Ladies' Circle organiza-
tions donatcd yarn for thc sistcrs in
Kcnya to usc eithcr as a fund raising
project or to make articles for use
within the Church buildings. We were
able to see the evidcncc of their hard
work a¡d diligcnce as several table and
chair coverings had been completed
and countless others were still in
progress. The articles were beautiful
and vcry well made. As we visited
each village location, Sister Nina was
quick to rccognize and commend the
wondcrful efforts of the Ladies' Circle
sisters.

In conclusion, we leave you
with the words of one of the ordained
o{Iicers from Kenya, pleading for and
encouraging the continued support by
the Parcnt Church in the United St¿tes.
"Whcn the brothers and sisters in
Kenya cry, plcase see our tears, feel
ot¡r needs in your heart, and know that
we love you very much." It truly
becomes more difficult to leave our
Kenyan brothers a¡d sisters with e¿ch
passing visit. Please continue to pray
for the "Great Work of the [.ord."

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

commandmcnt of the Lord. It is on tho
movc. The momcntum is increasing
and we are reaching out to many
peoplc and soon, yes, very soon, all
people.

Trips are bcing planned and
schcdulcd to visit thc Philippines,
Venezuela, the Dominican Republìc,
Haiti, Guadcloupe, Colombia, Ecuador
and elsewhere. Re4uests for The
Church ofJesus Christ are coming in
from many nations. Letters are bcing
received from around the world about
The Church ofJesus Christ. Pcoplc
are hungry for the Gospel ofJesus
Christ, which is representcd by the
Restored Gospel ofJesus Christ.

You might ask, "How can we
accomplish this with limited rcsources?"
With God, rhere is no limit. With God,
there are no limitations. The Apostle
Paul ståted in Philippians 4:13, "I can
do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me."

This "can do" attitude must apply
to all of us, We can also do all tlings
through Jesus Christ. Do we nerd
finances? The a¡lswer is yes. God will
providc. He always does ifyou look to
Him. Do we need workers? The
answer is yes. God will provide by
moving on those who exprcss a sincere
desire to be used by Him and for Him.

Do not limit your thinking. Think
big! Remember, ask and you shall
receive. God will provide!

The Children's Comer
Cont¡nued from Page 6

and the glory of the Lord appeared.
God told Moses, and Aaron, "Move, I
am going to strike them down."

But Moscs and Aaron fell upon
their faces before God and bcgged Him
not to. Moscs told Aaron, "God has
s€nt a plague to strike thom dotvn.
Quick, light the incense, the ccnscrs,
before God, ard pray for forgivencss
for them. Run out unto the peoplel"
Moses stayed in the tabemacle,
praying and bcgging God to spare the
people.

And Aaron did as Moses com-
manded. He stood behveen thosc
already dcad and the living. And God
spared the rost. Yct, 14, 000 ofthe
murmuring, ¡ebellious pcople died.

The cornplaining, stubborn pcople
once moro wcre shown that God had
sent Moses to lead them to a new
future. Thc rebellious, jealous men
who tried to overthrow God's choscn
leadcrs wcre destroyed. God's will be
done.

We are taught in the Book of
Mormon, that when the Choice Seor
comes, he will be "like unto Moses."
He too will have a ncw and strange
connection between God and His
people. He too, will change the way
the people of God v/ill operâte. Many
pcople believe that our gcneration will
see this new man and the samc type of
amazing miracles. All I know is that I
trust God and He will do His will in
His own time. We nccd not fear.

With care,
Sister Jan
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*WEDDING*
Brother Alphonso Hopkins and Sistcr Consuella

Jackson were unitcd in holy matrimony on Saturday,
November 27, 1999 in the South Bend, Indiana Bra¡ch.

Sister Collcen Joy Capone and Jacob Moorc were
unitcd in holy matrimony in the Plumbrook, Michigan
Brarch on July 3, 1999.

Baptism

Susan Ann Franc was baptized in the McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania Branch on April 9, 2000. She was baptized
by Brother Paul Ciotti, Jr., and she was confirmed by
Brother Richard Lawson.

Fiftieth Anniversary

lle exlend our congralulat¡ons lo Ihose celebral¡ng
lhese signifcanl spiritual mileslones in their lives. May
God bless you and kecp you.

Sister Assunta Fcola ofthc Bronx, New York Branch,

cclcbrated fifty-one ycars as a mcmber in Thc Church of
Jcsus Christ on January 16, 2000.

Brothcr Nicholas Ritz of the Miami-Dade Mission,
celcbratcd seventy-ninc ycars as a member in The Church of
Jesus Christ on May l, 2000.

Sistcr Pauline Ritz of the Miami-Dade Mission,
celebratcd scvcnty-sevcn years as a mcmbcr in Th¡l Church
of Jesus Christ on May 22,2000.

Address Change

Name

Addrcss

Phone

Children Blessed i

Nathaniel Michael Zaccagnini, son of Brother lvlerio

and Sister Sara Zaccagnini, was blesscd on March 5, 2000

in Branch # 1, Chcstcrfield. Michigan.

Moroni Elija-h Grosbeck, son of Brother George and

Sister Tina Gro;beck, was blcsscd on December 15, 1999 in

the San Carlos, Arizona Mission.

OBITUARIES

We wish lo express our sympathy lo lhose who mourn

the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comforl you.

LENA CAMPAGNA

Sister I-ena Carnpagna, a membcr of the Plumbrook,
Michigan Branch passcd on to hcr heavenly reward on

Octobè¡ 22,1999. She was precedcd in death by her late

husband, Guieseppe Campagna. Sister Lena is survived by

two daughters, Sârah (Vincen$ Aluzzo, and Josephine Bell;

one son, Joseph Campagna, tcn grandchildrcn and nine 
,

grcat-grandchildrcn.

ELIZA (PEARL) HUGHES

Sistcr Eliza "Pearl" Hughes passcd on to her heavenly

rcward on March 26,2000. Slie was a member of the

Vandcrbilt, Pcnnsylvania Branch. Sister Eliza is survived

bv onc brothcr, Emcrson Fullcr; onc sistcr, Sistcr Molly
(osloskyl two sons, Michacl J. Strauch and Pat Lcc

Strauch, and two grandchildrcn.

GUISEPPI BOLOGNA

Brother Guiseppi (Joscph) Bologna of the Modesto,

Califomia Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on

January 16, 2000. Hc was an ordained Elder in The Church

ofJesus Christ. Brothcr Joseph is survived by his two sons,

Peter Dulissc and Brother Jim Dulisse; one sister' Sister

Mary Moran; one brothcr, Brother Reno Bologna, eight

grandchildrcn and eight great-grandchildren

ROYVULTAGIO

Roy Vultagio, of the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch,-,
passed ón to his etcrnal reward on September 22, 1999. He

was preccded in death by his late wifc, Frances Carrado.

Left io moum arc his mother, Anna Caruso-Vultagio; two

sons, Joseph and David; one daughter, Sister Marlcne
Coppa; thiee sisters, Jcnnie Morgan, Maria Stargshicn and

Ann Bunjomo and clcvcn grandchildrcn.
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From January l6 through
Ianuary 27,2000, I had the privilege
to visit a number oflocations of The
Church of Jesus Christ in Mcxico. It
began when I called Brother Hcctor
Gastelum and told him I was on my
way! . I considered this another op-
portunity to go among God's choscn
peop[c, thc Sccd ofJoseph. As I
always do, I brought suitcases filled
with beautiful clothing for the bro-
thers and sisters in Mexico. Thank
God, I got the green light, no one
stopped me at the border and I pro-
cccded with my overfilled luggage.

We had a scrvice the first
Monday night in San Isidro. \{c had
a beautiful time of fellowship and
enjoying God's rich blcssings.
Tuesday, during the day, we visited
more ofthe saints and again we felt
the love of God and His many
blessings. That night I spcnt time
with thc teenagers. We reviewed and
very openly discussed topics and
?vents that are pertinent to the youth
ofour Church. I had grcat libcrty in
directing them on thc things that the
Lord commanded, that, "l have taken
you out of this world." I instructed
thcm that we arc thc temple of God

and that we are to kecp this temple
clean in order for God to abide within
us!

There was a ninctccn-year-old
sister who askcd for her baptism. We
spent time reviewing bcr dutics as a
saint. We made sure shc understood
what was cxpcctcd of hcr. We had a
Wednesday night service. Brother
Hector Castclum did thc intcrprcting.
I had grcat liberty in preaching thc
Wordl

One ofour bra¡ches in the
Unitcd Statcs had givcn me a donation
for Brother Hcctor to gct his truck
repaircd. I found out when I arrived
in Mexico that hc bought a car with
the money, I was plcascd with the
way he spcnt this moncy. We thcn set
out for Mcxico City. We got to the
Church around lunchtime and I had
timc to spcnd in the Church building.
I assessed what necds thcrc wcre for
tho Mexico City building. I had the
opportunity to meet with some people
and discuss The Church ofJesus
Christ. I also met a woman who was
requesting baptism, She gave her
testimony how she was deep into the
things ofthe world and how far down
sin had dragged her in her life. She

Trip to Ahome, San Isidro and
Mexico City, Mexico

Ry Rrother Joseph Ciarolla

told us that she began to hear about the
Church and little by little, she began to
gct hor life in order. She met a man
and got marricd and found hcr way to
The Church ofJcsus Christ. She told
us that her husband is coming to
Church a¡d is listening very intently.
This same night, a young couple came
to the home where we were meeting
and they had a small child. The child
was dcadly sick. Shc was burning up
with fcvcr and swcating. And, it was
only forty dcgrecs in the house! Thc
baby was very sick. We had found out
that since the baby was bom, she was
not able to takc milk- She was drink-
ing a solution prcscribed by the doctor.
I took the child in my arms and I could
fccl the hcat coming from this child.
Aftcr I anointed the baby, sbe immedi-
ately recovcred! The ncxt moming, the
baby was drinking milk and made a
complctc tumaround. The mothcr and
father were so thankful for the change
in thcir child's hcalth. We took
advantage of this miraclc and told the
parents ofThe Church ofJesus Christ.
They both reccivcd our mcssage wcll.
The fathcr was touched.

The next evening we went to visit
anothcr young couple and the young
man askcd for his baptism. He had
bcen secking a place tó worsbip and
was not able to find what hc was
looking for until hc mct The Church of
Jesus Christ. He fcll in love with the

(Conlinued on Page 10)



July. 2000

Feet Washing

By Apostle Peler A. Scolaro

The Church ofJesus Christ prac-
tíces Feet lV'ashing, asitdcnsThe Lord's
Supper, after the example set by Jesus
Himself. It is remarkable how a
pending Feet Washing Service always
generates a wonderfrrl anticipation of
God's blessing among the brothers
and sisters. Moreover, carrying out
the ordina¡ce often results in outpour-
ing of love and fellowship that cannot
be compared to ary other experience.

What is Feet Washing?

Some say that it was merely a
custom of the times-practical and
relevant in the period of the Bible but
irrelevant today. On a very superfi-
cial level the¡e is some basis for such
an opinion. However, as convenicnt
as it might be to gloss over the issue

so simply, to do so is to underestimate
both the wisdom and the love ofChrist.
Actually, Feet Washing is an extrcmely
important ordinance instituted by Christ
and one which demands spiritual matu-
rity and focus in orderto fullycommune
in love and humility as Jesus intended.

Let us first consider the custom of
the period. Re: Dirty Feet

In Biblical times roads and paths

were dirt-mud when wct. Walking
was the primary mode of travel a¡d
resulted in fect coated with dirt.
Upon arrival, it could be offensive for
one to enter a house with dirty feet.
An infrcquent visitor would particu-
larly avoid doing so.

Scriptural rcfcrences show that,
as a courtesy, travelers were offcrcd
watef with which to wash their g!4
feet þgbIgglporc¡]lgfilg a house.
ln providing water to the visitor, tle
host facilitatcd thc gucst's transition
from a dirty "outsider" to a clea¡
"insider." This was both practical
and a gesture of wclcome. See Gen.
18 :4: 19 :2: 24:32; 43 :24; Jud. l9:2 1.

Today in most of the world quite
some effort goes into preparing roads

and pathways with pavement and
landscaping so th:Ìt the accumulation
ofdirt on fcct and/or shoes as wc
move about is minimal. Furthermore,
walking itsclf is generally only a
short{istance mode oftravel. It is
true that, where these modem circum-
stances prevail, tho custom ofvr'ash-
ing feet before entry has no relcva.ncy.

ln Exodus we see a ritualized
dcrivation oftho period custom
wherein God's instructions for the

temple included a lavar provided for
the Priesthood to wash fect and hands

before enterìng the vicinity of the
altar. This was to avoid offense. in I
this case, to God. The instruction was'
based upon a presumption of neøl to
remove filth before entering a clean
place and was specifically applicable
to the Priesthood approaching the
altar. We ca¡ see that the purpose
and specificity of the instructions as

well as those instructed precludes
relevancy of these instructions to the
practice institutcd by Christ (Ex.
30:19;30:21;40:31).

Were there other applications of
Feet Washing in the Scriptures?

In the New Testament (Luke
7:36-47) wc cncounter feet washing as

an expression of love and gratitude.
Jesus contrasted the event against the
customary courtcsy of thc timcs.
After dinncr, a sinful woman who
kncw that Jcsus was dining at Simon
tìe Pharisee's house sought Him out
and tendcrly washed His feet with her
tears. She kissed His feet and
anointed them with ointment. Simon
was critical, but Jesus chastised him
crediting her gesture to the love she

felt for having been forgivcn her sin.
Jesus recognized that Simon-not
having been forgiven of sin such as

hers-did not unde¡stand her feelings.
Some key observations (Luke

7:36-47):
. Jesus' feet were not being

washcd upon arrival but afìcr eating.
It had nothing to do with cleaning
bcfore entering.

. Jesus did not wash His own
feet, nor did a servant ofthe house.

. The sinful woman \ry¿ìs over-
come with gratitude a¡d love for
Christ because He had forgiven her.
She washed with her tears a¡d
anointed His feet with ointment.
Again, nothing to do with dirt.

. Jcsus clearly understood the
gesture to be an expression oflove,
gratitude, and humility. He was
pleased to acccpt the gesture.

. The Pharisec's failure to
extend customary courtesies was a¡
indication of his lack of a relationship
with Christ.

This act of love and gratitude had
nothing to do with dirty feet. While it

Apostle Peter Scolafo
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was a clear departure from the simple
.custom ofexpedience, it was not the
institution of Feet Washing as an
ordina¡ce ofthe Gospel. However, it
did have somc of the elements of the
ordinance Jesus later instituted in tlìe
upper foom.

It might be noted here that some
havs dared to hint that this incident
had something to do with camal
feelings the woman might have had
for Jesus or vice versa. This is
absurd. Aside f¡om the fact that such
a relationship would have been
completely inconsistent with every-
thing Jesus did while He lived on this
earth, the scenario described by Luke
could hardly be construed as part of
any romantic affair.

Actually, the Old Testamcnt does
hold precedcnt for the act ofone
washing another's feet as a demon-
stration ofhumility and gratitud€. See
I Samuel 25. especially verse 4l .

Here Abigail, who was being asked by
King David to become his wife,
expresscd her humility by offering to
50 only a servant to wash the feet of
David's servants.

Can we determine what Jesus had
in mind in the upper room? Not
dirty feet.

The thirteenth chapter of John
tells us ofthe example Jesus set as a
prototype for the Fect Washing
Service we have today. Here Jesus
was gathe red with His followers for
what has come to be known as The
Last Supper. As the dinncr ended...

John l3:
3. Jesus knowing that the Father

had givcn all things into his hands,
and that he was come from God, and
went to God;

4, He riseth from supper, and
laid aside his garments; and took a
towel and girded himself.

5. After that he poureth water
into a basin, and began to wash the
disciples' feet, And to wipe them with
the tow€l whcrewith he was girded.

6. Then cometh he to Simon
Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord,
dost thou wash my feet?

7. Jesus answered and said unto
him, What I do thou knowest not nowl

but thou shalt know hcreafter.
8. Pctcr saith unto him, Thou

shalt never wash my feet. Jesus
answered hinl, IfI wash thee not, thou
hast no part with me.

This was not a scenario com-
prised of travclers with dirty feet.
Rather this was a vcry tight group of
comrades havingjust complcted a
very special dinncr with their Mastcr.
Most ofthe Apostles, being accus-
tomcd to Jcsus doing things when and
how Hc saw fit, did not rcs;st this
humble, gencrous act. Peter, stricken
by his own unworthiness, rigidly
refused to allow the Master to assumo
such a humble position with respect to
him.

lf we comparc oursclves, outside
ofthc Gospcl wc would hardly allow
any fricnd to lower himsclf this way.
Ccrtainly wc can undcrstand thc
position Pcter took. Jesus was not
just anothcr fricnd. He was the
Mastcr. In cffcct, Pctcr was saying,
"Lord, I love you too much to allow
you to lowcr yoursclf to wash my
fect." Whcn Jcsus answercd that
Pctcr's rcfusal to be washcd would
serve to pcrmancntly disassociate him
from thc Lord, Peter was taken aback
and exclaimcd his acccptance. At this
instant wc can sce thât Pctcr had to
love Jcsus cvcn morc to allow Him to
wash than to rcfusc Flim. The mutual
love flowing bctwccn Pctcr and Jesus
was the Love ofcod, the grcatcst gift
that Jesus brought from the Father.

9. Simon Pctcr saith unto him,
Lord, not my fcet only, but also my
hands and my hcad.

10. Jcsus saith to him, He that is
washed nccdcth not save to wash his
fcct, but is clcan cvcry whit; and ye
are clean, but not all.

ll. For hc kncw who should
betray him; thcrcforc said he, Ye are
not all clean. ln fact, Pctcr went
overboard, thinking ofthe washing as
a cleansing-as was the customary
purpose-he askcd for a complcte
washing. Again, the Lord set him
straight. Pcter had bccn baptized. He
was not in nccd ofcleansing. The
Fcct Washing was not for clcansing.

So we can see clcarly that Jcsus
used thc washing of FIis disciples' fect
as anotlrcr mcans to show His love. If

Hc had wantcd to clean their foct Hc
would have done so before dinner, not
aftcr. If it wasn't a matter of love, He
would have offered them water to
wash thcir own fcct bcforc cntcring.

Furthermore, Jesus wcnt on to
establish that this sharing of God's
love was the experience Jesus wanted
to crcate, for that moment a¡d for
firture expcriences among those who
would follow Hi¡n. Thc dcclaration
to Pcter, "thou hast no part with me,"
should ring in the ears ofanyone who
would omit this practicc from our
service to the Lord:

12. So aftcr he had washed their
fect, a¡d had taken his garmcnts, and
was sct down again, he said unto
them, Know ye what I havc donc to
you?

13. Ye call me Master and Lord:
and ye say wcll; for so I am.

14. IfI thcn, your Lord and
Mastcr, have washed your fcct: ye
also ought to wash one anothcr's fcct.

15. For I have givcn you ar
examplc, that ye should do as I havc
done to you.

Clcarly, as important as Jesus
found it to convcy His lovc to His
disciplcs, He also found it just as
important that thoy should convcy the
Lovc ofGod for each othcr. Spccifi-
cally, Hc prescribcd Fcet Washing as
an esscntial mcans ofcxpressing this
Love. Not only is humility a neces-
sity to wash anothcr's fcct, but as wc
saw with Pctcr, to allow oncselfto be
washcd can bc an act of humility in
itsclf.

Did Feet \{ashing continue in the
Church after Jesus was crucified?

Thc practice of Fcct Washing is
evidcnced among thc early saints by
Paul's dcscription ofa saintly widow
as one who participatcd in Feet
Washing:

I Tim. 5:
9. Let not a widow be taken into

the number undcr thrccscore years
old, having bcen the wife ofone man.

10. Wcll rcported of for good
works; if she have brought up chil-
drcn, if she have lodged strangcrs, if

(Cont¡nued on Page 1 1)
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Ordinations in Peru

Ry l:ange list llichard Christnan

On March 26, Brothcr Juan
Mestes was ordaincd a¡ Eldcr in The
Church ofJesus Christ. Brother
Miguel Bicelis washed Brother Juan's
feet and Apostle Paul Palmieri or-
dained him. A beautiful and powerftl
spirit was prescnt during the ordina-
tion. Brother Juan was the fi¡st
ministcr to bc ordaincd in Pcru sincc
the Church existed in the period
recorded in the Book of Mormon.
Sister Camren Mestes, Brother Juan's
wife, was ordained a Dcaconess the
same day. Evangelists Phil Jackson
and Dick Ch¡istman, along with Srsters
Patricia Christman and Melissa
Bicelis, wcrc also present.

Brothe r Palmieri conducted an
intensive training program for Brother
Juan who attended the daily sessions of
four to five hours. The brothers were
very impresscd with his eagemess to
lcam the Restoration and all aspects of
the ordinances and doctrinc of the
Church. He had several expericnces
regarding his calling as a Minister.

Brother Juan works hard as a
stone cutter to support his family. He
also assists his wife in her sale of
jcwelry and tourist items; yet he

devotes his energy to the welfare ofthe
Church and the congregation with
enthusiasm and dedication. He has

bccn blessed with a fine family who are
active in the work of the Mission.

EXPERIENCES RECEIVED

Upon our arrival in Arequipa,

Sister Carmcn Mcstes stated that she

saw Brother Paul Palmieri in a dream
prior to his arrival. Anna Cordano
also had a dream that two men were
coming with an important messagc,
and she saw her drcåm come to
fulfillmcnt when she nret Brotbcrs Paul
and Phil.

We had the opportunity to pray
for many young people who wantod
God's direction in thcir lives. In
addition, families asked for prayer and
first-time visitors, feeling the spirit of
prayer, got up and expressed a necd for
praycr. Wc all fclt God's direction in
our scrvices and feel He dirccted us
and provided for us throughout our
trip.

ANXIOUS TO I,EARN

Several young sisters voluntccrcd
to teach the Sabbath School classes
and are anxious to leam more about
the Church and the scriptures. They
had many good questions. Brother
Jackson was blessed in his presentation
to the group, along with Brother
Palmieri. We had obstacles to over-
come as Satan always tries to discour-
age the work; but God overcame all
obstacles and blessed our efforts. The
Gospel ofJesus Christ was preached
and His presence was felt, as well as

thc presence of heavcnly visitors.
On this trip, God provided us with

an exccllent place to meet. It is very
suitable for Church ssrviccs ard has
multiple Sunday School classrooms. It
is in a nice neighborhood with good
accessibility.

Please pray for our brothcrs and
sisters in Peru. The economy is very
bad and it is difficult for young people
to obtain jobs even though they are
trained. Many families have to forego I

sending their childrcn to school be-
cause offinancial hardship. We pray
that God will prosper the land ofPeru
as they obey the Gospel.

Sister Carmen Mestes, Brother Miguel Bice¡¡s, Brother Juan Mestes and
Apostle Paul Palm¡er¡ ¡n Peru at Brother Mestes' ofd¡nat¡on,
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The wordjudge has a numbcr ofmeanings. According to thc dictionary, it can mcan: To sit
in judgmcnt upon; to pass sentcnco upon; condemn; to arrive at or draw a conclusion; to have

as an opinion or assumption; suppose.

As you read these dcfinitions, is it any wondcr that the Lord commandcd all mcn that wc are

not tojudge one a¡other? The Lord commanded us in Matthew 7: I -2 that we arc not tojudge
another. He emphatically commandcd, Judge not, lhal je be nol iudgcd. lior with whol
judgnenl ye judge, ye shall be judged; an.l wilh what measure ye mele, il shall be measured
lo lou again. He wcnt on to ask why do we see the motc that is in our brother's eye, but do
not consider the bcam that is in our own eyc. The Lord also said, Are we to say to our brothcr,
let ms take out the motc in your eye wben we have a bcam in our cye? Those whojudge, thosc

who sec the mote in another's eye but cannot see thc bcam in thcir own eye arc callcd hypocrites
by the Lord. The Lord states we arc to cast out the beam in our eye bcfore we can "clcarly"
cast the motc out ofour brothcr's cye.

Human nature is such that we look at thc faults and shortcomings ofothcrs without sccing our
own. Wc look at thc failurcs of othcrs and make quick and immcdiatc judgmcnts. According
to the Lord, this is not acccptable. If it wcre, many would ncvcr havc bccn acccptcd into tho
Gospcl ofJcsus Christ. Many would ncvcr have had a chancc to exprcss thcir rcpcntancc and

had it acccptcd in human tcrms, Considcr a couplc ofcxamplcs from scripturc.

The scripturc informs us that Zcczrom was expcrt in the dcvices of the dsvil. Hc was a lawycr
and expert in thc usc of words. He gave AIma and Amulck a vcry difficult timc. Hc tricd to
twist thcir words and convcy to thc peoplc that Alma and Amulck wcre not tclling thc tnrth.
Zaezrom tried with cvcry word to tcmpt Alma and Amulck. Zeczrom was so cunning that
Amulck callcd him a "child of hcll!"

It was not long aftcr this encounter lhrt Zcazrom sought out Alma and Amulck. Hc was

tonnentcd and rcalizcd what he had said and donc was wrong in the sight ofthe Lord. Bccausc
of his iniquitics, Zcczrom's soul was in spiritual pain. He was also vcry sick with bodily pain

and fcver. Zcezrom callcdfor Alma and Amulck. What did Al¡na and Amulck do? Did thcy
ignore him? Did they ignore his plca, his call for hclp? Did thcy go anothcr way? Dìd thcy
pass judgnrcnt upon Zcezrotn? Theanswertoall ofthcse questìons is no! NcithcrAlmaor
Amulckjudged Zcezrom. In spite ofallthe difficulty and troubleZeezrom had crcated forAlma
âxd Amulck, thcy went to sec him to try to heâl his body and more importantly, save his soul

through thc powcr ofGod and God's word. Alma and Amulck did not lct their human nature
intcrfere with the work ofGod. Thcir rolc was to preach salvation and bring redcmption to thc
wayrvard body ofpcoplc. Alma prcached salvation and redcmption to Zcczrom. He acceptcd,

rcpcnted and was baptizcd in the namc ofthe Lord, IfAlma and Amulck hadjudged Zcczrom,
he would never have bccome a member ofThe Church ofJcsus Christ.

Accordingtothe law, thcadultcrous woman wasto bestoncd. Shewas brought bcforo the Lord
by thè Scribes and Pharisces. Thcy wanted to tsmpt the Lord to sce how He would handle the

situation. Those who gathcred around her had passcd judgmcnt by thcir accusations, and
wanted to carry out thc law and thcirjudgment. What happcncd? The Lord was thcrc and

simplysaid inJohn 8:7,He lhctl is wilhoul s¡n amongyou, let h¡mf rsl casla slone al her. Whcn
the Lord made this statcmcnt, they were convicted by thcir own conscicnce. Thcy all lcft the
scene, leaving only the Lord and the adultcrous woman. The Lord thcn addrcsscd the woman,
Woman, whcre are lhose lhine accusers? Hath no man condcmned lhee? Hcr rcsponse, No
man, Lord. The Lord thcn said to hcr, ¡r'¿ilt¿ r do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sisler Janel Steinrock

"God Will Prune
His Vines"

Dear Boys and Girls,

Many timcs I ølk to friends at
Church who arc going through a hard
time and fecl terribly shocked and
disappointed.

"Why me?" they say. "I didn't do
something wrong! I'm not a bad
pcrson. Why is this happening to me?
Is God mad at mc?"

Somctimss I'vo socn peoplc, even
myself feeling so scared and upset at
first that tlìoy become very sad ard
confused. Somctimes people even
want to givc up. Or they withdraw (go
inside themselves) and rcfuse to talk
about their fears and heartaches.

What is going on? And what can
we do to hclp our brother, sister, and
fricnd? The Biblo tells us in John 15

that we are like plants. We are like a
branch on a slrong vinc. As thc vine
grows from the eârth, many little
branches spring out to grow. Each
branch has the ability to grow fruit (do
good things) as long as it is securely
attached to the main vine, as we are
attached to Jesus through prayer. The
main vine is like Jesus, our Lord. The
little branches will never be thirsty as
long as thcy are att¡chcd to thc vine.
The main vine (Jesus) also holds up the
little branches when terrible storms or
winds come, known as troubles in life.

So, what can we say to a fricnd, a
littlc branch of Jcsus, who is gctting
hurt by the troubles in life?

We can remind them that Jesus
loves them. We can pray to Jesus to
help them through the hard time. We

can physically go over to be with them,
visit with thcm. Play with thcm even if
they are sad or angry or suffering. If
you are worricd about it, pray for
words ofkind¡ess whilc we talk. Then
listen.

Remind them that we arc
brânches that get our strength from the
true vine, Jesus. In John 15:2, Jesus
tells us that }le is the Vine and God is
the Husbandman, or Creator ofthe
garden. Jesus tells us that evcry little
branch that grows fruit also must be
purged, trimmcd and cut. When the
main gardencr does this, the littlo
branches arc at first much smaller, and
almost in shock. But, then they grow
far nlore beautifully and bring forth
much more fruit.

This means that aftcr you go
through a tcrrible hcartache and suffer,
you will have lcarncd many things.
You will undcrstand thc pain ofsome-
one else, and be proof that Jesus can
help bring thcm through their problem
too. You will bc a stronger branch
with more to oficr othcrs.

Don't give up on your little
branch if it is being pruned or swishcd
about in a storm. Call on Jesus. Rcad
His promises to take care of you.
Remembcr tlnt when a branch is
pruncd, we come back stronger and
more beautiful inside with more ability
to help others (more fruit.) Reach out
and hclp anothcr branch. Thcrc is

somcthing you can do. You can
always pray inside for others.

Thc Lord loves every one ofHis
little branches. He knows you; FIe

cares for you.

With love,
Sister Jan
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Missionory
Benevolent
Assoc¡otion

Go Tell It on the
Mountain

By Brother Joseph Bogle

Even though it was the coldcst
night of the year, great warmth was felt
as we entered the Monongahela
building. Mernbers of the Pen¡ Mid-
Atlantic Arca MBA began our tradi-
tional wintcr activity with a dclicious
covcred dish dinner, which was
enjoyed by all, Brothcr Larry Ali,
Area Prcsidcnt, welcomed everyono
and made mcntion ofthose who stand
in need ofprayer. He continued by
reminding us tlìat there is a need for
hunters and fishers in thc Gospcl. The
young people sang, llave the F lags of
Zion. Brother Matthew Kurowsky
offered tbe opcning praycr.

Brother Pete Giannetti, Jr., Area
Chaplain, admonishcd us regarding the
scriousness of spreading the Gospcl.

The seminar was taught by
Brother Joel Gehly, from the Erie,
Pennsylvania Branch, who statcd, "I
hope to make this seminar an open
discussion and exchange of idcas on
missionary work for each and every

member of the Church. We have been
given the grcat privilege to live in a
time which is of extrcmc importance to
God as He establishes the final King-
dom of God on the facc of thc carth. I
fecl that this seminar topic should
reinforce the understanding of that
grcat Kingdom and the duty ofeach
individual to work for its fulfillment.
Everyone has a part to play."

Brother Gchly was assisted by
Brother Richard Lawson ofthc
McKees Rocks, Pcnnsylvania Brarch.
Brother Dick rcad Matthew 28:18-20,
"And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying. All powcr is givcn unto me in
heavcn and in earth, Go ye thcrcfore,
and tcach all nations, baptizing thcm in
thc name of thc Fathcr, and of thc Son,
and ofthe Holy Ghost: Tcaching them
to obscrve all things whatsocvcr I have
conrmandcd you: and, lo, I am rvith
you always, evcn unto thc end of the
world." Amcn.

We lcamcd from the verscs that
action is rcquircd; howcvcr thcrc is a
promisc with it that Cod will bc with
us always. The blcssings come to cach
onc whcn thcy sharc.thoir tcstimony.
Thc congrcgation thcn sãnç, To lhe
Work.

Brothcr Larry Ali concludcd by
asking if wc arc rcady to bc mountain
climbcrs, Prcparc yoursclf physically,
mcntally, and spiritually,

Wc closcd with hymn, If You

lIlould Labor in Zion. T1rc closing
prayer was offored by Brothcr Joshua
Nicklow.
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Miami-Dade, FL Mission

By Sister Betty Gennaro

On Sunday, April 2, 2000, the
saints of thc Miami-Dade, Florida
Mission wcrc givcn abundant blcssings
through the word ofGod. Brother
Bryan Griffith and Sister Melissa
Bicelis sang a beautiful hymn, Thy Sea
So Greal, My Boat So Small.

Brother Richard Christman,

visiting Evangclist, opcncd our mect-
ing. Hc and his wifc, Sistsr Pat,
rcccntly retumcd from Peru. Brother
Dick sharcd with us that thcre is a
ncwly ordaincd Eldcr in Pcru, Brothcr
Juan Mcstas, and his wife, Sistcr
Camrcn, was ordaincd a Deaconess.

Brothcr Dick uscd Ether 2:22-25
as his scripturc for the scrvicc. He
rclatcd how thc Brothcr ofJarcd askcd
tho Lord, "Wilt thou suffer that we
shall cross this great water in dark-
ncss?" Because of his faith, the Lord
prcparcd sixteen stones to be light for
thcm in thcir ships. We are not all
sailors, but we all havc to make the
voyage oflife. A child comes into life
with no skills at all and has to face this
darkncss. So God gives us parcnts to

guide us through lifo. A sailor knows
and rccognizcs thc value of light,
cspccially a lighthousc. In our spiri-
tual lives, God is our lighthousc. A
couple with us today was providcd the
Light for ovcr nincty years of life.
Thcy joumeycd through diflícult
economic timcs, providing for a large
family. God touchcd Brothcr Nicholas
Ritz at the age of fiftecn, and his wife,
Sister Paulinc at thirtcen, Thcy have
been true to that Light and this has

bcen bencficial to them and their family
We are all vcsscls. This body

carries us through this life and it will
age and eventually go down to the
gravc. Only God knows our future.

(Continued on Page 8)
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Miami-Dade, FL Mission
Cont¡nued from Page 7

"Behold I prepare you against these
things for you cannot cross save I
preparc you." How many would like
to go on a trip for ninety years or so
without light for direction?

Brother Dick thanked God for this
lighthouse. Hc thanked God for Jesus
Christ who has hclpcd him many times
in his life. God givcs us th¡t prccious
gift of light and you do not have to
answer many questions, just two.
They are: "Do you repcnt ofyour sins?
Do you promise to serve God all the
days of your lifo?" God is the Giver of
that great light. He gives us a little
abcad oftime ifyou seek it out. He
gives you enough light so you can mal<e

the right decision. He continues to shine
it untilwe see the light on theothcr shore.

Bctween birth and death, there are
so many storms and trials, "Nevcr
mind tho tossing billows, I will still thy
pilot be." Jesus Christ is the Light of
our life. At the conclusion ofBrother
Dick's sermon we sang, lI/e Are
lllalking in the LighÍ.

Brother Justin Severson continucd
stating, "Thosc that acknowlcdge the
truth find the Light." God elaborates
Hìs truth in the Gospels. St. John I
mcntions witness of the light. From
thc naked eye, we cannot see colors,
but taking a prism to the light, you can
see the colors, We aro the prisms
today, witnesses of the light. Let your
light so shinc as a candle. May we be
strcngthened and be good rcprcsenta-
tives of the True Light.

Brother Miguel Bicelis referred to
Samuel, the Lamanite, prophesying the
time for Christ to be bom. Thcrc
would be light for thirty-six hours, no
darkness at the appointed time, simply
light as ifone continuous day. A
visitor in thc Pcru Mission had a
beautìfuI experience. As they were
ordaining Brother Juân Mestas as an
Elder, she saw a blinding pure white
light and fclt elcctricity go through her
body. This glorifies God and gives
witness to the power ofthe Gospel.
Through the darkness comcs the light.
Christ is the Light of the world. Let
the Light of God shine in our lifc that
we may glori$ Him.

Atlanta, Georgia
Gathering

By Sisler Bonnie Kunkel

On Saturday, April 8, 2000,
brothers and sisters from Russellville,
Alabama joined the Atlanta, Georgia
brothers and sisters in the home of
Brother Mark and Sister Kelly
Kovacic. What a wonderful, blessed
evening we hadl After having a
delicious picnic supper, we rctired to
the living room whcre Brother
Oswaldo Gonzalez played his guitar
md he md tho other saints from
Russcllville sang h¡.rnns in Spanish for
us. Though none ofus understood
much of what the brothers and sistcrs
wcrc saying, they along with us, all
undcrstood a universal language. The
language of Cod's love was bcing
spoken and we all fclt and understood.
Sister Bcrta Gonz¿lez, Brother Ozzie's
mother, was visiting from Trjuana,
Mexico. Shc gave her testimony, with
the hclp of Brother Alfredo Mora's
translation, of how she met the Church
through Brother and Sister Perdue.
Sister Azar, Brother Alf¡edo's wife,
tlrcn gave hcr tcstimony ofhow after
moving to Alabama from Mexico, it
wasn't thcir natural familics that they
missed as much as thcir spiritual
fanrily. We were all blessed greatly to
witncss thcir sinccrity and humility.
and wc ¡ll wcrc touchcd by thc loving
spirit that this group carrics with them.
Aflcr such a wondcrful evcning, il was
hard to take our leave but would all
meet togethcr for thc Sabbath.

Sunday dawned cool and sunny as

we mct in Fayetteville, just south of
Atlanta. Along with our b¡others a¡d
sistcrs from Alabama, we were joined
by thc sâints from the Mid-Georgia
Mission. On this day, we had forty-
seven in attendance for Sunday School.
Our Sunday School lcsson was cen-
tcred on the gifts that we receive from
God. Brother Sam Kunkcl, adult class
tcachcr, pointcd out that we must take
noticc ofall the adjcctives and apprcci-
atc all of the gifts even morc. For
example, "exceeding, great joy, and
loving kindness." As Sunday School
closcd, we all looked forward to the

morning service, for today we would
also celebrate the ordinance of feet (
washing with all ofour brothets and
sisters.

After a few hymns and a warm
welcome from our Presiding Elder,
Brother Mark Kovacic, Brothe¡ Ron
Morle opcned the service reading about
Jesus instituting the ordinance of fe€t
washing by washing His disciples' feet
a¡d how this act exemplifies Jesus'
life, His humility, His love a¡d His
long suffering. Brother Art Campbell,
Teacher from the Mid4eorgia Mis-
sion, then gave a few remarks about
bow we as saints of God all share the
same love, no mattcr where we are or
what language we speak. As we were
partaking of the Lord's Suppcr,
Brother Oswaldo played and sang the
Twenty-Third Psalm for us. Before
testimony, we enjoyed a hymn from the
entire Russellville group. We enjoyed
many testimonics and all of us were
greatly blessed by things we heard.
Bcfore we began our fcet washing
service, Brother Bill Kunkel asked to
be anointcd. He suffers greatly from '

arthritis and recently took a fall. He
was anointed by Brothcr Malcolm
Paxon, and in just a short time Brother
Bill stated that he felt better already.
God is so good to cach of us! We have
but to ask. Our fcct washing service
endcd as it had begun; with such a
fecling of love and humility. What a
wonderful day so far. We were feeling
some ofthat exceeding, greâtjoy wo
had talkcd about earlier.

After we were dismissed, we all
partook ofa great lunch prepared by
our sisters and had a wonderfirl time of
fellowship. As everyone began to
reluctantly depart for their bomes, we
wcre all truly filled. We were filled
with all of the bost thât God offers.

Three Called in
Dallas-Ft. Worth

By Sisler Any D'Oræio

The Dallas-Ft. Worth, Texas
Branch was blessed to dedicate a new
building to the Lord's work on Febru-
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ary 26,2000. The blessing was tripled
.during tlle meeting, whcn the menrber-
ship and visitors from far and wide
saw thc Lord's purpose fulfillcd as
Íhrcc new souls askcd for thcir baptisms.

The weekend began on Saturday
evening with a singspiration. Greatjoy
and excitement was felt by all as wc
greeted brothers alìd sisters from
California, Arizona, Pcnnsylvania.
Ohio, Michigan, and Florida.

During the opening prayer,
Brother Albert Gian¡etti askcd the
Lord to give us blcssings so grcat "that
these four walls could not contâin
them." The Lord immediatcly re-
sponded that He would give us blcss-
ings such thât thc walls had nevcr
heard before.

The singing was blcssed \ryith His
Spirit and during the singing of ,Såc!
lered in lhe Arms of God, tongucs
were spoken with the intcrprctation of
"Find yourselves within My arms, for
you will find safety there, thus sa¡th tho
Lord." A numbcr of bcautiful tcstimo-
nies were also given that night. One in
particular was givcn by soon to be
Sister Mary Casillas who testificd that
her hcart was pounding so hard and the
spirit she felt was so great, she could
hardly speak.

The Sunday meeting was also
blcssed with a beautiful spirit. Apostle
Peter Scolaro spoke on the dcdication
ofthe temple and how Solomon askcd
that the Lord might dwcll thcrein.
Apostle Isaac Smith followed, exhort-
ing the group to build their spiritual
houscs on the foundation of Christ.
The brothers then asked ifanyone was
in necd of prayer. Sister Mary Casillas
quickly asked to be anointed, and after
prayer, asked for her baptism. After
the meeting, Sister Esperanza Cruz a¡d
Sister BIanca Esthela Monsivais also
felt the spirit of repentance and re-
quested baptism,

The three sisters were baptized on
March 5, 2000. Sister Esperanza and
Sister Blanca were baptized by Brother
Tom D'Orazio and Sister Mary was
baptizcd by Brothcr Joseph lgnagni.
All tbree sisters were confirmed by
Brothcr Joseph lgnagni. What a
bcautiful inauguration for our new
building! Remcmber us in your
prayers.

Conference Brings Visitor
to Aliquippa, PA

By Sister Karen L. Progar

On April I 7, 2000, thc Aliquippa,
Pcnnsylvania Branch hcld a special
mccting to afïord Brothcr Rosario
Scravaglicri, from Italy, the opportu-
nity to spcak to the saints from the
branch, surrounding branches and evcn
visitors from the Ohio-Midwest
Rcgion. Interprcting for Brothcr
Scravaglicri was Brothcr Andrcw
Locci from the Rochcstcr, New York
Mission.

Brother Rosario told us that when
wc travcl for thc Lord, Fle is always
with us. His pâttcm is to prcach that
the Bible and thc Book of Mormon are
onc in the hand of Cod, Hc trics to
give our pcoplc in Italy a bcttcr undcr-
standing of thc Book of Mormon. I'Ie
preaches in a loud voicc ofthc truth
found in The Church of Jcsus Christ,
but thc traditions arc strong in the
pcople of Italy and many don't undcr-
stand.

He affirmcd how important
tcstimony is in the Church. Brother
Scravaglicri himsclf came to know the
Church through his fathcr-inlau who
spoke to him of thc Church's tcach-
ings, giving hi¡n a Biblc and Book of
Monnon to rcad. Through thcse
tcachings, hc bcgan to sce how wrong
his way of lifc had bccn. Hc found the
saints to be humble and sinccre in thcir
worship. Aftcr attcnding, hc had a
dream in which a bcautiful Pcrsonage
stoppcd him from cntcring The Church
ofJcsus Christ until hc askcd if he was
pcrmittcd to do so. He rcalizcd that the
permission rcquircd was baptism.

The congrcgation sang, in ltalian,
Wen the lloll is Called (lp Yonr.ler,
aftc¡ which Brother Jocl Gchly,
Forcign Missionary Opcrating Com-
mittcc Chainnan, askcd for our prayers
for the Church in Italy. He exprcsscd
a confidcnce that, while thcre is
currently an oldcr membcrship in Iraly,
the Gospel will continue on there- He
shared that one sistcr fasts each
weckcnd for an increase. Faith such as
this is a blcssing to thc Church.
Brothcr Russ Martorana, fronr the

Libcrty, Ohio Branch, shared with us
the condition of his granddaughter,
who has been sorely amictod. He
thanked everyone for their prayers and
said that only praycrs c¿ut susLain us
during such trials. He and his wifc,
Sistcr Lena, are planning a trip to Italy
to visit with the saints. Brother Locci
told us that hc has made two trips to
Italy and confirmcd that the pcople are
hungry to hcar thc word ofGod.

Brothers Patrick and Jason
Monaghrn sang I'hare Shall be
Showers of Blessirzgs with Brother
Rosario, after which our mecting was
closcd in praycr by Brothcr Carl
Framrnolino of the McKccs Rocks,
Pcnnsylvania Branch. Wc spcnt timc
in fcllowship bcfore our extcndcd
confcrcncc wcckcnd drcw to a closc.
Wc wcrc blcssed to havc this opportu-
nity and thank God for cvenings like
this.

An Experience

By Brothar Mark Cote llesse

One night, I was vcry sad bccause
I was struggling to grow closcr to the
Lord and having a difficult timc. I
suddcnly had a desirc not only to pray
for myself, but for all thc struggling
young pcople in the Church.

I praycd with my whole hcart and
soul. Whcn I fell aslecp, I had the
following dream. I dreamcd that all the
young pcople were in a ficld. I saw
Jcsus and in front of Him was the side
of a mountain. He startcd running up
the mountain with no problem. The
young people startcd to run aftcr Him,
but thc mountain was very muddy and
slippcry. The more we tried to climb
the mountain, the morc we would slip
and fall. Finally, I found mysclf to be
drained of encrgy and I could not movc
a muscle to climb the mountain. I fcll
in the mud and I could notgo on, I
had no more power. At that moment, I
saw Jcsus running back down the
mountain. He picked mc up and said,
"You can make it. I will help you."

Thc wholc point of this cxpcriencc

(Conlinued on Page 10)
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An Experience
continued from Page I

is that it doesn't matter how low yoù
are or how down you are if you try
your hardest and trust in the Lord. No
mâtter how many times you fall, if you
are sincere in your desire to serve Him,
He will pick you back up and help you
the rest of thc way. God bless you.

Soul Surrendered in
Forest Hills, FL

By Brolher Dan Risola and
Sister Hope Eutsey

The mcmbers of the Forest Hills,
Florida Branch had a wondcrful
meeting on January 16,2000. We
startcd the Sabbath by listcning to
Sistcr Christina Bcnyola sing ËIc

Changerl My Lrfe Comple tely in a
Moment. Brother Milford Eutsey, Sr.,
then oponcd thc scrvice with Mark
l6:14-18, spcaking on the definition of
a saint. Brother John Griffith followed
by noting thcre are greater things than
miraclcs. Do we praise the miracles,
or do we praise and serve the One who
made the miracle, He exhorted us on
tho inward change we have and how
our baptism is the outward evidence of
that change. All things are possiblc
through God. During testinrony
service, Milford Eutsey, III, relatcd
bow he had bccn praying to the Lord
for directiou in his life. He was shown
Acts 2: 37-38, where thcir hcarts were
pricked and Peter told thern to ropent
and be baptizcd in the name ofJesus
Christ. Milford continued to pray as

he felt he had sinned so much and
needed more from the Lord. Hc was
thcn given the scripturc of the prodigal
son which Milford rcad to us during
his testimony. He then said that he

was like the prodigal son aud was
hungry and had seen the saints fcasting
and he too wanted to scrve the Lord
and be baptized. Sister Carolyn
Griffith then testified ofa dream she

had where she told somcone who was
arguing about what is different about
this Church and she said that we have t

he Rcstorcd Gospel. Brother Scott
Griffith gave thanks to God because he
was coutcmplating during thc wcek of
who would opcn the meeting and his
mind wcnt to Brother Milford Eutsey,
Sr., confirming the spirit of unity.

The following Sunday, we
gathercd ât the water's edge to witness
this outward sign ofan inward change.
Brother Milford Eutsey, III was
baptizcd by Brother Milford Eutsey, IL
When we retumcd to thc branch, the
childrcn's choir beautifully s anç, Let I1
Såin¿. Brother John Griffith opcncd
thc servicc by rcading scripturcs
regarding baptism and the rcccption of
the Holy Ghost. Brother Milford
Eutscy, lll was thcn confirmed by
Brothcr Milford Eutscy, Sr. Brother
Tony Calabrcsc. visiting from Lorain,
Ohio with his wife, Sister Ally, fol-
lowcd with Hcbrews 10:22-25, speak-
ing ofyour baptized life from birth to
death and holding your faith. Brother
Sam Risola, Jr., continucd by remark-
ing on how sccing the baptism brought
back rcnrcnrbrance ofhis baptism. He
rcad Alma 7: l4- 16. We thank God for
prayers answcrcd on bchalfof Brothcr
Milford Eutscy, III.

Trip to Mexico
continued from Page 1

Church and its pcople. He asked for
his baptism. We mct in the home and
discusscd with him the rcsponsibilities
of bcing a mcmbcr. His wife was there
and she was so vcry sad-they had a
child that she lost eight months into her
pregnancy. I marvcled at this young
woman. She was a full-bloodcd Native
Amcrican. rüe spent hours in that
horne talking about the Church and
trying to encourage them with the love
of God.

We mct a family and they told me

thcir testimouy. The husband was shot
scvcral times by a robber and badly
woundcd. Brothcr Arturo Martinez
was out knocking on doors. He came
to this house and mct this family and
prcscntcd the Church to them. The
wife explaincd the circumstances to
Brothcr Arturo. He then told thom that

thc Church would pray for this man
and invited them to the Church for a I
prayer service for hcr family. The
woman was very excited about the love
that Brother Arturo showed them.
From that time on, they started attend-
ing our Church and soon they were
baptized. Upon their conversion, their
children tumed against them because
they joined our Church. Hetoldhis
childrcn that they would not leave The
Churcb ofJesus Christ and in a matter
of time, things smoothed over after
they had reccived much porsecution. I
got along with this man in a wondcrful
manner. They are bcautiful saints.

One of the expcriences that was
had at the watcr's cdgc during baptism
was when Brother Enrique Acosta was
in the water preparing to baptize. He
heard a voice say, "Enrique, you have
the authority ofthe Lord Jesus Christ
to baptize these people." A woman
had another expericnce. She had a
vision and sho saw the hcavens open
and saw a huge eye looking down at
her. Wc had a beautiful time at the
water's edge. God blesscd us with
wonde rful experiences.

Sunday moming, I gave a Sunday
School lcsson on thc precious things
that were removcd from the Scriptures.
I was blessed with presenting this
Icsson to thc brothers and sistcrs in
Mcxico. I had to emphasize that thc
Church is the same in Mexico as it is
in the United States, We also had the
confirmations ofthc two convcrts, as

well as several ordinations. Onc ofthe
experiences that camo forth confirming
the ordinations was a dream that
Brother Enrique Acosta had. He asked
the Lord for hclp and the Lord told him
to "take two cortain Dcacons and make
them Teachers, and as time goes on, I
will take one ofthese Teachers and
make one an Elder." FIe asked when
all this was to happen and the Lord
told him that when the coordinator for
Mcxico comes to visit, that these

ordinations would take place.
We met a family of six that livcd

in one room, a small room, with one
bed. I asked where everyone slept.
They told me that the four children
sleep in the bcd and the parents sleep

on the concrcte floor. Brother Hector
and I both folt that we nceded to get
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this family some beds. So, we headed
downtown, a¡d took care ofthe matter.
We also bougbt them some chairs, so
they wouìd have somewhcre to sit.
These arc the conditions that exist in
the Church in Mexico. This man has a
job where he rides a bike and makes
deliveries. He rents the bike. I asked
him how much he would need to buy
this bike. He told us that be would
nccd $300. So this is my ncxt project,
to ¡aise $300 to buy this man a bike.
lfhe could own his own bike, he could
more adequately support his family.

Wc spent a lot of time visiting and
encouraging the saints. Wc attcndcd
several baptisms and had ordinations.
It was a wondcrful and blcsscd trip.

There are many needs for the
work in Mexico. We need brothErs
and sisters to get involved in this wo¡k.
So please, be prayerful that God might
bless this work and provide workcrs.
We must be prayerful that this work
continues to grow.

Feet Washing
Continued from Page 3

she have washed the saints' feet, if she
have relieved the afflicted, if shc have
diligently followed every good work.

Why is Feet Washing still important
today?

In addition to thc fact that, in the
uppor room, Jesus called it an example
to be followed, wc must realize that
Fcct Washing is one of thc practiccs
that He implemcnted to sustain the
conveyance of the Love ofGod from
disciple to disciple. In Feet Washing
we seek not tho love ofa man for his
wife, a mother for her daughter, or any
such. Rather, as did Jesus, wc scek to
manifcst the Love ofGod. This goes
back to the two groat commandmonts
that Jesus declared:

Man.22:
37. Jesus said unto him, Thou

shalt love the Lord thy God \,vith all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind.

38. This is the first and great

conìmândment.
39. And the second is like unto it,

Thou shalt lovc thy ncighbor as
thyself.

40. On thcse two commandmcnts
hang all the law a¡d the prophcts.
When we "do as I have done" we must
avoid allowing our spirits or intcnt¡ons
to be tainted with a lack of bclicf or
understanding, Hiding in the comfort
ofour fleshly rclationships by regu-
larly seeking family mcmbe rs to wash
or be washcd by can dcprive us of the
complcte fcllowship of the Gospel.
Considcr the Lord's view on flcshly
relationships as comparcd to spiritual:

Matt 12:
46. While he yet talkcd to thc

pcoplc, bchold, his mothcr and his
brcthren stood without, dcsiring to
speak with him.

47 . Thcn one said unto him,
Bchold, thy mother and thy brcthrcn
stand without, dcsiring to spcak with
thee.

48. But hc answcrcd and said
unto him that told him, Who is my
mothcr? and who are my brcthrcn?

49. And he strctchcd forth his
hand toward his disciplcs, and said,
Bchold my mothcr and my brcthrcn!

50. For whosocvcr shall do the
will of my Fathcr which is in hcavcn,
thc samc is my brothcr, and sister, and
mothcr.

Let us vicw each othcr as Jcsus
vicws us. Hc has alrcady shown how
FIc would bchavc in a Fcct Washing
mecting. Lct us take pause from our
daily burdcns and lct the Lovc ofGod
envelopc us so that wc can expcricnce
the samc love and divinc fcllowship
that our early brothcrs did at thc last
suppcr with Jcsus.

. Focus on the scrvicc. Try to
st¿y cngagcd by rcmcmbcring Christ's
love for us and considcring the love
that wc have for each othcr. Avoid
drifting into othcr thoughts during the
times that you are not involvcd in
washing or bcing washcd.

. Try to participate fully by both
washing somcone's fcet and having
your feet washcd.. Be rcady to rclicve others.
Don't allow somconc's physical
stamina to bccome challenged such that

his or her spiritual blessing may be
jeopardizcd. Likewise, do not attempt
to carry out a marathon. Stamina is
not an objcctive; the Lovc that was in
thc uppcr room is ours to experience
through Christ and His Gospel.
Truly. Jcsus had trcmcndous vision
when He wrappcd that towel around
Himsclf in that upper room. Let us
allow that vision to be fulfilled in us,
His Church oftoday.

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Pâge 5

Can you imagine the fceling of
this woman who was about to be
stoned to dcath? She wasjudged and
condcmncd by hcr peers and was about
to bc stoncd. The Lord did not stone
bcr or condcmn hcr for her sin. She
was forgivcn by Jcsus Christ.

Those two examples show how
man judges and has difüculty extcnd-
ing mcrcy to a wayrvard individual or
individuals. Thcy also show what
happcns whcn wc allow thc mercies of
Jcsus Christ to bc manifcst in our lives.
Thcy dcpict what happcns whcn wc
follow thc Spirit of God, His grace and
His love. \l/hen we carry the lpve of
God and His grace, we will not judge.
We will work with sinful individuals
and pcoplc to bring them the messagc
ofJcsus Christ, which is rcdemption
and salvation. We must remember that
we were sinncrs and Jesus Christ
forgavc us. Who arc wc not to forgive
those around us that stand in need of
forgivcness? We must possess the love
ofCod so we will notjudge but extend
mcrcy, undcrstanding, and forgiveness
to thosc who nced it. When you see
someone that necds thc Lord's help,
please do notjudge that person. What
you \.vant to do is rcmcmber that
pcrson in your prayors. Petition the
Lord that He will have ar effect on that
pcrson and rcscue their soul through
the preaching of His word and by the
example of the brothcrs and sisters of
The Church ofJesus Christ. Please do
notjudge. Remcmber, that is the
Lord's business. Pray for those that
necd the Lord's help. He will reward
you for your goodncss and mcrcy.
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Children Blessed

Gary Auguiste, son of Raphael and Helena Auguiste
was blessed on the Island of Dominica on April 9, 2000.

Dary Auguiste, son of Raphael and Flelena Auguiste
was blessed on the Isla¡d of Dominic¿ on April 9, 2000.

Trish Awnesha Cabey, daughter ofAnnette Cabey,
was blessed on April 9, 2000 on the Island of Dominica.

Kyle Cabey, son of A¡nette Cabey, was blessed on

April 9. 2000, on the Island of Dominica.
Kirk Edward Cabey, son ofAnnette Cabcy, was

blessed on April 9, 2000 on the Island of Dominica.
AIex Rooney, son of Brother Eric and Sister Rhonda

Rooney, was blcssed in the Forest Hills, Florida Bra¡ch on

March 20, 2000.
Kaitlin Nicole Kocuba, and Olivia Rae Kocuba, twin

daughters ofGregory and Sister Cheryl Kocuba, were
blessed on May 7, 2000 in the Butler, Pcnnsylvania Mission.

Braden Joshua Joswiak, son of Josh and Lisa Joswiak,
was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch on

March 13, 2000.
Toni Maric Schipani, daughter ofBrother Tony and

Luanne Schipani, was blessed on May 7, 2000 in the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch,

Dominic Anthony Schipani, son ofBrother Tony and

Luanne Schipani, was blessed on May 7, 2000 in the

McKees Rocks, Peursylvania Branch.

Fiftieth Anniversary

We wish lo express our congralulalions lo !hose

celebrating these signifcanl spiritttal milesloncs in thcir
livcs. May God bless yott.

Sister Jean Pusatcri of the Youngstown, Ohio Branch
celebrated her fiftieth spiritual annivcrsary on Junc 4,2000.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Note of Thanl<s 
(

I want to thank everyone for their praycrs, cards, calls

and all the thoughtfulness and cares which have brought me

through until this day. God has heard all of you, and I pray

to God that He repay each one ofyou for your concems.

Words cannot express my appreciation towa¡d e¿ch one of
you. May God'Jblessings and His love be upon each one of
you.

Sister Anne Lovalvo

Baptisms

Eric Rooney was baptized on March 20, 2000 in the

Forest Hills, Florida Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Milford Eutsey, Sr., and confirmed by Brother Sam fusol4
Jr.

Rhonda Rooney was baptized on March 20, 2000 in

the Forest HilÌs, Florida Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Milford Eutsey, Sr., and confirmed by Brothcr Jim

Speck.
Shirley Connor was baptized on November 21, 1999,

in the Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized

by Brother Joseph Bcnyola and confirmed by Brother Sam

Dell.
Jared Bright was baptized on Decomber 26, 1999, in

the Lcvittown, Pennsylvania Branch. He was baptized by

Brothcr Jerry Valenti and confirmed by Brother Paul

Benyola.
Benjamin Bright was baptizcd on December 26, 1999

in the Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Rick Scaglionc and confirmed by Brother Sam Dell.

Tiffany Ann Swanger was baptized on December 19,

1999 in the Hsmdon, Virginia Branch. She was baptized by

Brother Mike Hildcnbrand and confirmcd by Brother Rick
Scaglione.

Shauna Kay Young Bonds was baptized on December

19, 1999 in the Hcmdon, Virginia Branch. She was bap-

tized by Brother Chat Young and confirmed by Brother
Mike Hildenbrand.

Michael Malett¿ wa-i baptized on December 19, 1999

in the Hemdon, Virginia Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Chat Young and confirmed by Brother George

Timms.
Mfon Eka Udosen was bapti2ed on December 26, I999

in the Hemdon, Virginia Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Chat Young and confirmed by Brothcr Georgc
Timms.

Chandra Kathleen Julianna Young was baptized on

December 26, 1999 in the Hemdon, Virginia Branch She

was baptized by Brother Chat Young and confirmed by
Brother Art Gchly, Sr.
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As thc saints mct in Modcsto,
California for our Pacific Rcgion
Spiritual Confcrcncc, wc wcrc fillcd
with anticipation for thc wcckcnd's
activitics, including scnrinars by agc
group and in thc cvcning, thc cclcbra-
tion of Apostlc Joscph Lovalvo's
90th birtbday. Brothcr Paul Libcrto,
Rcgion Prcsidcnt and thc organizcrs
had choscn thc thcnle: "'I'hc 2lst
Cenlury-We re lhe Church Htt,s
Becn and ll/here Is It Going? " Each
ofthe semina¡s carricd a common
thrcad of rcflcction upon what
advanccs and changcs. both positivc
and ncgative, werc madc in tho last
century both in our socicty and in
The Church ofJcsus Christ. Thc dis-
cussions were both thought provok-
ing and exciting, as we rccallcd the
prophccics of our Church rcgarding
our hopes in the future, of rcaching
tlre world with this Gospcl and the
establisbment of Zion and thc Pcace-
ful Reign upon the carth.

That night, all of us in thc
Pacific Region as well as many
visitors from Michigan, Pcnnsylva-
nia, Arizona and New Jerscy gath-
ercd to honor Brother Joc Lovalvo at
his 90th birthday party. Therc wcre

slidcs of his lifc shown on thc scrccn
and thc hymn was playcd, T'hc Longcr
I Scne Him,'l'hc Swcctcr IJe Grows,
which has surcly bccn thc tlìcmc of
Brothcr Joc's lifc for his many yc¡rs
of Ministry in our Church. Many
family mcnrbcrs, fricnds and brothcrs
arrd sistcrs canrc forward to spcak of
Brothcr Joc's lovc, wisdom aud
scrvicc to Cod on this happy occasion.

On Sunday, wc nrct togcthcr
again at thc Modcsto Branch for our
mccting in grcat anticipation of God's
blcssings and to hcar thc words our
brothcrs would spcak to us. Thc
Pacific Rcgion rccognizcd Brothcr
Paul Libcrto and Brothcr Ednrund
Bucccllato with an award for twcnty-
fivc ycars ofdcdicatcd scrvicc in the
Ministry, with loving apprcciation for
all thcy havc done.

Apostlc Paul Palmicri spokc first
of thc Pcaccful Rcign. Ourgoal asa
Church is to nrove the Church in this
dircction so we can bc happy and Iive
in God's Kingdonr on ecrth. Wc now
have brothcrs in Kcnya, Donrinica,
Italy and Pcru. Thc Gospcl ofJcsus
Christ going to all thc world is not a
drcam anynrorc, as in tlrc days of
William Bickorton. Brothcr Paul thcn

Pacifi c Region Spiritual Conference
March 4-5,2000
By Sistcr Valcrie Dulissc

explaincd what it means to be "ofthe
workl," anylhing which keeps us from
scrving God is of the world, bc it our
family, ourjobs, or the dctcrmination
to acquire possessions. We have to be
willing to put God first in our lives.
Will we, or will it have to be the next
group ofpeople who come along? As
long as we live rightcous lives, God
will move the Church forward. We scc
a grcat movcmcnt in the world, but the
Gospel is going to move throughout
this land as wcll, through the branches
ofthc Church. Hc asked vs, "Isn'l il
our rcsponsibilily lo lell our neigh-
bors andfricnds what God has done

for us, nol lo bring lhem inþr numbers,
but so lhal lhe¡r souls mighl be saved? "

Brother Isaac Smith, Sr., fol-
lowcd, spcaking ofhis conversion and
how he was called to go out on the
lndicn rcscrvation to be of service to
the Lord. He cxhortcd all ofthose who
havc not yet acceptcd the calling of
God to scrvc Him in their youth and
not to put offthc opportunity to be
part ofthe things of tho Lord when you
fcol the Spirit calling. He recountcd
the words God spoke to him, to take
the Gospcl to tho Spanish spe¿king
people now because God's people are
anrong them.

Brother Jim Lovalvo spoke next,
renrinding us of Christ's words,
"Grcatcr lhings than these will you

(Continued on Page 11)
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Righteousness

By Apostle Paul Benyola

Wül ís rightcousness? Are we
a rìghteous people? Are you a
righteous person?

What is righteousness? Do we
consider oursclves a righteous people?
Arc you a rightcous pcrson? Bcforc
we can answer these questions let us
consider the Ten Commandments
given by God through Moses. Are
they outdatcd? Vy'ere thcy givcn only
to Israel in the wildemcss to transform
them from thc slave mcntality that
they acquired while in se rvitudc to the

Apostle Paul Benyola

Eglptians? Were they given to raise
their natural and spiritual conscious-
ness to allow thcm to become a free
nâtion?

We bclicvc that God's Com-
mandments were given to all mankind
throughout the ages of time. They
transformed our will from a tcndcncy
to obcy the desires of the flcsh that
could enslave us to raising our natural

and spiritual consciousncss that
allows us, through His l loly Spirit, to
live a life dcdicatsd to following
Cod's co¡nnrandmcnts.

I'h c dafinition of Righteousness
is: Livìng in acurd vith God's
commundmcnls.

As wc study tho Tc¡r Conrnra¡rd-
nrcnts (Exodus 20: l-17) 3491 ycars
aftcr thcy wcrc givcn to Isracl, lct us
dctcrnrine ifthcy arc outdatcd or arc
still applicablc to us in thc last nrillcn-
nium that wc arc living in.

I. Thou sllalt have no other gods
before mc.

Today, cspccially iu Amcrica,
rve are blcsscd with a constitution that
allows mcn to worship Cod frocly.
Thc origirrcl intcnt was for this n¡lion
to be unitcd undcr the Cod of
Abrahanl, Isaac and Jacob. One God
who is thc God wc rcad about in the
Bible and Book of Mornron.

Is this cournrandrncnt still
applicablo in todxy's cnvirontucnt?
Tlrc ansrvcr is a rcsounding "ycs."
Those that arc looking to rcplace Cod
with altcrnativc "gods" havc found no
pcace ofnrild and cnd up vcry
disillusioncd with lifc.

II. Thou shâlt not make.unto tl¡ee
any graven image.

Many nrtions made gravcn
inrages and scrvcd thcse dunrb idols
as gods. Wc may not serve a "graven
image" today but anlthing thot nìay
conre bctrvecn us ând our love for
Cod cln bcconrc an idol to us. It

could be our love for playing golf on

Sunday moming, which would prcvcn(
us from attending church, or it could
be a horne, car, boat, family or any
other thing that we would place first in
our life bcfore God.

III. Thou shalt not take the name of
the LORD thy God in vain.

If we quote God or His bcloved
son Jcsus Christ, are we using thcir
namcs in a rcvcrcnt m¿nncr? Are our
actions a rcflcction ofour words? Do
wc usc God's name with cursc words?
Wc hcar childrcn as young as 3 years
old using Cod's namc in vain. Who
taught thcm to do this? We are rolc
modcls for our childrcn; Cod cannot
bc plcascd with thc language uscd by
nrany in today's socicty.

lV. Rerner¡lbcr the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy.

'l'hc followcrs of Jcsus Christ
cclcbratc Sunday, thc Day olJcsus'
Rcsurrcction, as our Sabbath day. Do
wc obscrvc Sunday as a day sct aside
to worship God, partakc ofcommun-
ion, givc our tcsti¡ìrony, and visit the
sick or fcllorvship with o¡lc anolhcr in
thc lovc of Josus Christ?

V. Flonour thy father and thy
nrotl¡er,

Our fathcr and mothcr should be

respcctcd and lovcd, cspccially if thcy
arc abiding by the commandrncnts of
Cod. Today thcrc are ntany that have
no respect for tltcir parcnts and
sonrctinrcs do bodily harnr to thc¡n.
Horv do wc trcat our parcnts? Is it
diffcrcnt today thc¡r it was 3491 ycars
ago?

VI. Thou shalt not kill.

The tsible distinguishes between
killing and murdering. Cain mur-
dcrcd Abcl. The Israelites were
somctimcs conrmandcd to kill thcir
encmics. Sonrc were forced to kill .in

defcnse of their family and country.
Wc rcad too oftcn whcrc childrcn
nrurdcr othcrs in their school and
whcrc others murder their fcllow
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citizens in brutal senseless acts of
. violence,

VIL Thou shalt not conlmit
adrrìtcry.

This is very clcar. One out of
two nrarriagcs arc failing in Anlcrica.
Many of the failurcs are duc to the
brcaking of this commandrrcnt. Did
God foresee thc inrportancc of includ-
ing this as the scvcnth cornrnandmcnt?

VllL Thou shalt not ste¿|.

If you can't buy it don't stcal it.
Tlrc I¡ws of lhc la¡rd will placc you in
prison lor stcaling. Thc chcllcrrgc is
not to stcal cvcn if thc law ofìiccrs of
thc land cannot catch you. God
kuows cach ofour thoughts. Is taking
officc supplics frorl your cnrploycr
stcaling?

IX. l'hou slrâlt not berr falsc
witncss against thy ncighbour.

Don't start or sprcad nnlicious
urìtruc nlrììors that can litcrally
dcstroy pcrso¡rs, fanlilics and church
congrcgations. 'l'cll thc truth in all
casos. Don't lic.

X. Thou shall nt¡t covct any(hing
thât is thy ncighbour's.

Don't bc jcalous of your
ncighbor's posscssions. Rcnrcmbcr
that your ncighbor nray havc a lot of
pcrsonal posscssions but may also
have a tremcndous dcbt load to carry.
Be contcnt with what God gavc you.
I'lavc pcacc ol nrind; this is your
greatcst posscssion.

Jesus also guve us ollter
commandmcnls,

"Thou shqll love the Lord thy
God with all lhy hecrrl, ond wilh all
thy soul, and with ctll thy mind. This
is lhc f rsl and grcql commlndmcnl.
And the second is Iike unlo it, Thou
shalt lovc rhy nc'ighbor as thy sclf.

"On lhcse hro commandmenls
hang all the law and the prophats"
(Matt. 22:37 -40).

"lf ye love mc, kecp my

commandmcnts " (John l4:l5).

I-Iow wcll did you do in respond-
ing to cach of the commandmcnts?
Jcsus expccts us to koep His com-
mandnrcnts if we lovc Him. Can
inrprovcmcrrt bc madc in some areas?

Are we a rìghteous pcople?

Whcn Jcsus cstablishcd thc
Church in Jcrusalcrn l'ìe said, "låls ls
My commandmcnt, lha! yc lovc onc
anothcr, as I have ktved you" (John
l5: l2).

I lc gavc us thc grcet conrnris-
siol: "All ¡tut'r is gtvcn unlo ma in
haoven and in lhc carth. Go yc
thcrcfitrc and laach all notions,
bopl¡zing thant in lhc namc of the
I;othcr, and of lhc Son, and oflhe
Itoly Ghost:'l'coch¡ng thcm lo
ob.tervc all thinlis whalsocvcr I hovc
commanded ytnt: and, Lo, I an with
you always, ¿vcn to thc end of thc
world. Am<'n" (Mrlt. 2ll:I8-lq).

fn thc uppcr roonr tho Church
was "./ìllad with thc Holy Gho,st"
(Acts 2: l-4).

Within 560 yc¡rs, thc Church
cstablishcd by Jcsus gradually dc-
cliucd fronr its purity into a corìrplotc
apostasy lronr lhc originel tcachings.

Thc rcfornratior provcd that
thcrc wcrc nrany sinccrc pcoplc
sccking to bring thc church back to
Jcsus' original cstablishnrcnt but lhcir
cfforts wcrc not succcssful.

Cod rccognizod thc nccd to
rcstorc Thc Church ofJcsus Christ to
thc original bcautiful simplicity that
His Son Jcsus Christ cstablishcd in
Jcn¡salcrlt. In ltl27 Cod sclcctcd a
young nìÍÌn, Joscph Snrith, to translate
lhc Book of Mornìon. On April 6,
I830 thc tn¡c Gospcl, using thc
scripturcs in the Biblc and Book of
Mornrou, along with thc pricsthood
authority was rcstorcd (Rcv. l4: 6-7,
Isaich 29:4, Ezckicl3T: 16-20).

Thc Church ofJcsus Christ is
following the "grcat conrmission"
givcn to us by Jcsus Christ and we are
taking thc Gospcl to all nations. We
also hcvc a "spccial mission" to bring
thc Gospcl to thc Native Amcricans
(Dcsccndcnts ofJoscph of Egypt).
Wc also hrvc a pronrisc that a Choicc

Scer will arise from the desccndcnts
ofJoscph and hc will convince "/rcm
of my word, which shall have already
gone amongst then " (lINephi3: 5-25).

We have a great hope that the
cstablishmcnt ofthe "Stone King-
dom" (Peaceful Reign, Zion) on the
earth will take place. It is a condition
ofpeace that the world has nevcr
secn. As we rcflect on this wonderful
environmcnt, dcscribed in Isaiah
chapters 2, I l, 33, 51, 65 also l"t
Ncphi l4:2, frorn our vantage point in
this last nrillennium we know that this
changc will only come through the
mighty power of God.

If wc as a Church arc living in
accord with God's commandments and
instructions, thcn we are a righteous
pcople. We must continuo to place a
priority on thc important responsibil-
ity tlìat has becn placed upon us in the
rcstorcd Gospcl of Jcsus Christ.

Are ¡ou a rìghleous person?

That can only be answercd by
you and GOD. No one knows the
nlost inncnnost thoughts ofyour mind
bcttcr thnn you do and no one can
judgc your actions bcttcr than you
can. Wc must continue to improve our
rightcousness until, by God's grace; it
is pcrfcctcd in thc Paradise ofGod.

iirffiinÞ*g,figr?
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A messauo

from fhe"

$evenúy

With God, all things are possible!
In 1988, the Quorum ofSeventy
Evangelists were inspircd to idcnti$
several countries throughout thc world
to which Thc Church of Jesus Christ
could be introduced. In 1989, the
General Church Missionary Board,
which was instrumcntal in starting the
work in Nigcria, India and locations
among the Seed of Joscph, was placed

under the Quorum of Sevcnty. Mis-
sionary operating committecs were
formed to take the word of God to
other foreign countries, and provide
assistance in domestic work.

The organization was now in
place to ftlfill our comnrission given to
us by Jesus Christ to "Go /¿ thercfore,
and tcach all nûlions, bctptizing lhem
in thc name of the Father, and of the
Son. and of the Holy Ghost " (St.
Matthew 28:19), but there was a
challenge. We did not have the
frnances to support thc missionary
programs that were developcd.

WORKING îOGE]}IER

The inpossible became possible .

ln 1990, after meditating and praying
about this challenge, all of the comnrit-
tees ofthe General Church worked
together in harnrony with the members
and the General Church establishcd the
Missionary Foundation to meet the
humanitarian, spiritual and educational
needs ofall peoples throughout the

world. Thc funds frorn thc Foundation
would bc a supplcnrout to the alìnua¡
Gcncral Church Spcnding Plan.

Through don:rtions to this fund
and workirg in harnrony with cach
conrnrittcc ofthe Gcncral Church, all
dcbt owcd to financial institutions was
paid off. Thc Church bccantc dcbt
frce, through thc consolidation of
missionary funds and thc donations of
over thrcc hundrcd f¡unilics. Think of
the blcssings that six hundrcd fanrilics
would provide to thc missionary work.
The Missionary Foundation grcw frour
an initial donation of$10,000 to
currcnt asscts ofovcr $900,000. This
fund lras gcucrctcd nrissionary funds of
over $200,000 in intcrcst plus dircct
pass tlrrough donrtions to spccific
arcas of over $250,000.

Your do¡rations have suPPortcd
such as the sccondary cducational
school and orphanage in Nigcria; Book
of Monnon translxtion in Ghana;
speakcr systcm in Kcnya, the nccds of
the San Carlos Mission; Tsc Bonito,
Mcxico, Guatcnrala, Munccy, and

otlrernrissionary locations. Financial
resources are uscd to provide food,
clothing, and shcltcr to nccdy childrcn
and adults. The Foundation also
providcs the Word of God through the
Bible and translations of thc Book of
Monnon to languagcs oflhc countrics
we are involvcd with. This is thc bread
of spiritual lifc.

General Church Missionary Foundation
With God, the Impossible Became Possible

By Apostle I'aul Bcnyola
Chairman of lhe Missionary Foundalion

WORDS IN ROMANS

The Apostlc Paul in his epistle to
the Romans very eloquently wrotô,
"For whosoever shall call upttn the
name of the Lorcl shall be saved. How
then shall they call on him whom lhey
have not believed? And how shall
thcy belicve in him ofwhon lhey have
nol hcard? and how shall they hear
withoul o prcacher? And how shall
lhey prcach, excapl lhey be sent? as il
is terillen, How beauliful are the feet
qfthcm that preach lhe gospel of
pcace, and bring glad tidings of good
/åir?g.r./ (Romans l0:13-15). This
applics to thc Unitcd Statcs as well as

othcr cou¡rtrics.
Through your contributions more

nlissionarics havc bccn scnt to v¡rious
parts of thc world in thc last tcn ycars

than wc havc cvcr scrìt out since tlìc
organization of our Church- Your
donations arc csscntial to tlìe succcss
of thcsc cfforts.

PIcírss coÍìtinuc to pray for our
nrcnrbcrs througlrout tlrc world who
dcspcratcly nccd our spiritual and
natural support to cnjoy the vcry basic
csscntials of lifc. Thc World Mission-
ary Confcrcncc in 1999 brought us
togcthcr with sonrc of our brothcrs and
sistcrs scattcrcd throughout tlre world.
Wc fclt thcir lovc and dcvotion to God
and indccd wcrc blcsscd to have thcrn

as our brothcr and sistcr in Christ. We
also wcrc introduced to thcir culture
and how wc could hclp thcnr sharc in
thc bountiful blcssings wc cnjoy in
Anrerica.

WAYS TO HIï,P

You can contributc to thc Mis-
sionary Foundation in the following
ways:

. You can donate to thc perpetual
missionary fund whcrc the intcrcst is
donatcd to the missionary work, The
principle anrount of your donation
co¡rtinues to cam intcrest in perpetuity.

. You can designate that you
want thc cntirc donation to be dis-
bursed to the missionary location or
locations that are listed. The Founda-
tion will then scnd your cntirc donation
to that missionâry area.

(Continued on Page I 1)
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Editorìal Viewpoint

Do you know thc mcaning ofbeing dedicatcd? It is to sct oneselfapart for a deity, meaning God
a¡d Jesus Christ or for a rcligious purpose. lt also subscribcs to the definition of cornmitting
oncselfto a particular coursc ofthought or action. Does this describe you in your service to
tlrc Lord?

Are you dcdicatcd to thc Lord? Arc you dcdicatcd toI-Iis cause and The Church ofJcsus Christ?
Only you can ¡nswcr tlrcsc qucstions.

It is necessary that wo arc complctcly and totally dcdicatcd to the Lord. Why? Without
salvation, thcrc is nothing elsc rcally worth pursuing in this life. We pursue excellence on our
jobs. We pursuc cxccllcnce in thc honlcs wc build or buy, the cars we purchase or lease a¡d
othcr nratcrial posscssio¡rs. In thc clld, thcy arc all lcft bchind. In the end, it is simply you and
ths Lord, onc on onc in Iìis Kingdorn and His bar ofjustìcc. As it was so eloquently and
powcrfully articulatcd in a rcccnt drcanr cxpcricnccd by Apostlc Dorninic Thomas,nolhingelse
cutnts !

Wo havc no othcr prcrogativc but to bc dcdicatcd in our scrvicc to Jcsus Christ and His Father.
Ycs, wc arc froc to choosc. But what choicc havc you madc? Have you made a commitment
to Ilinr ard ifso, arc you dodicatod to th¡t conìnìitnrcnt?

Alma thc Youngcr askcd a ¡ru¡rbor ofvcry powcrlul qucstions in thc 5ú chapter ofAlma. Most
ifuot all ofthc qucstions dcÍìlt with tllc dodication ofthe pcoplc to the Lord. The questions were
dircctcd to nrombors of'l'hc Church ofJcsus Christ and to thosc who had not made the dccision
to scrvc thc Lord. Alnra askcd his qucstions in Church! Thcy wcrc part ofa powcrful sermon
givcn to stir up tho pcoplc. Thc qucstions co¡nrncnccd in the 6'h vcrsc and really do not conclude
until thc 59'r' vcrsc. Considcr sonrc ofthcsc qucstions for your soul's well bcing.

Hrvo you bccn spiritually bor¡ ofGod'l Havcyou rcceivcd His inrage in your countenânces?
IJavc you cxpcricnccd this mighty clrangc in your hcarts? Do you excrcise faith in the
rcdcnrption offlinl who crcatcd you? Can you in:agine hcaring thc voicc of the Lord saying
to you at your last day, "Comc unto nlc ye blcsscd, for your works have bcen works of
rightcousncss'l" Or do you tlrink you can talk your way into hcaven whcn your works have not
bccn works ofrightoous¡rcss? Do you thìnk you can tell the Lord an untruth about your bchavior
and gct away with it and I fc will savc you? Alnra continucs by asking, can you look up to God
at that day with a puro hcart and clcan hands? Sonrc kcy questions wcre, ifyou baveexperienced
a chango ofhcart, and ifyou havc fclt to sing thc song of rcdccming love, can you fecl so now?
Havc you walkcd blanrclcss bcforc Cod? lfyou were to pass away today, can you say you have
bccn sufficicntly hunrblc'/ Can you say your garmcnts have been clcansed and mâde \a,hito

through thc blood of Christ? Arc you strippcd ofpridc? lfyou arc not stripped ofpride, you
arc not proprrcd to mcct Cod! Ifyou arc not thc shcep ofthe Good Shcplìsrd, ofwhatfold are
you?

Solomon dcdicatcd thc tcnr¡:lc to thc Lord. It \ryas the place to moet and to worship God
Almighty, no othcr. Thc Apostlc Paul instructs us that ws arc thc tcmple of God. We are also
in a scnsc, dcdìcatcd to thc Lord.

The Apostlc Paul infor¡rrs us in his Epistlc to thc Romans, that we are to present our bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acccptablc to God, which is our reasonable service. He goes on to state
that wo nrust not confornr to the world but wc must be transformed, changed, by the renewing
of our mind that wc may prove what is good, acccptable and the pcrfect will of God. We arc
to think sobcrly towûrds tlìo things ofGod. Vy'e must be dcdicated to God.

We cannot give our lifc to anyone but thc Lord. Thcre is no one clsc wlro can offer us etemal
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By Sisler Janet Steinrock

"Let God Change
Your Heart"

Dear Boys and Girls,

One time a pcrson I knew tried to
get me to do somcthing that I knew
was wrong. When I said, '11o," thcy
kept trying to change my mind.

They said to me, "You'rc no fün!"
I answered, "It's no fun to do

something wrong and fcel tcrrible for
weeks or days." They looked sur-
prised. Some people don't rc¡lize what
the Brble says. It says, "The wages of
sin [what you get from sin] is dcath."

r"Vhen I am sinful, my hope of
forgiveness dics, Wlen I am sinful,
and tum away, my trust that the Lord
is right close listening and ready to
help, dies. Wren I am sinful, my peace

and fecling ofjoy inside dies.
I feel sad inside. I fcel mad at

myself inside. And usually I fight with
others whcn I am unhappy inside. I
fecl ashamed of mysclf and guilty
inside. What can I do?

After Adam let Eve talk hinl into
tasting the forbidden fruit in the
Garden of Eden, many things changcd.
Adam and Eve had rebclled against
what God had told thcm to do. They
had chosen to do things their way, not
God's way. They were no longcr
innocents just like a little baby who
realizes he wants to do sonrething
different than his parents want hirn to.
Now they also knew they were nakcd;
they took large lcaves and sewed them
togcthcr as aprons. When it was
evening and God came to the gardcn to
walk with tbem and talk with them,
they hid.

"\ühere are you?" God callcd.
And Adam answercd, "I heard

your voice and I was afraid bccausc I
was nakcd, and I hid mysclf."

"Who told you that you wcre
nakcd?" God askcd. "Havc you tastcd
fruit from thc trce that I told you was
not for you to touclì?"

And God kncw thcy had sinncd.
No Iongcr wcrc thcy frce and joyful
and ablc to t¡lk facc to face with Him.
Thcy hid instcad. Thcy argucd and
blanrcd cach otlrcr and thcy blanrcd thc
scrpent that talkcd Evc into first taking
thc fruit and going against wlrat God
had wantcd thcnì to do.

And drat is thc sa¡lc with us.
God was vcry willing to forgivc thcm,
and is vcry willing to forgivc us, but
first thcy had to ntakc tltings right by
bcing sorry. And thcn tllcy had to ask
for forgivcncss. So do wc. And it was
thcn timo for hunlans to lcavc tl'ìe

Gardcn of Edcn, but Cod wc¡rt with
thcm. Hc nradc thcnr coats ofani¡ral
skin to clothc thcnr (Ccncsis 3:21).
He ncvcr quit loving thcm; He ncvcr
forgot thcrn,

Our pridc oflcn tclls us, "Wc're
not so bad." But wc are. Our pridc
says, "lt's thcir faultl I'll ncvcr
apologizc." Then thcy kccp on doing
wroug bccause no onc cvcr tclls thcm
in a loving way how much thcy have
hurt anothcr brothcr or sister. No onc
hclps thcrn grow up insidc and be a
bctter pcrson. As Adan and Eve had
to grow up, lcavo thc Gardcn ofEden
and work hard to takc carc of thcir
fanrilies, we havc to grorv.

Scrving God is an anrazittg
advcnturc in change. Wc will lcanl
now ways of thinking and acting. No
longcr will we bc afraid to praycrfully
try ncw things. Whcn we are vr'rong,
we can adnrit it quickly, and ask for
forgivencss. God will walk with us.

Jesus, His Son, will guidc us each

moment. Hc will teach us to grow.
Our Crcator, God, can forgivc us

a¡rd tcach us to forgive otbers jusf as

Jcsus did. He can change us to bc
botter, strongcr, more faithful people.
We will be alive in Christ, without
tcars, never ashamed to take our
problcms of the heart to the Lord, So,

ifyou havc sinned, ask for forgivcness
and stârt over. Right away you can be

a ncw crcaturo in Christ. Ask Him to
hclp you. Hc can change the most
stubbom, loncly hcart, I know for He
has changcd mc.

\Mith lovc,
Sistcr Jan
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Train Up A Child

Ry Sister Karen L. Progar
GMRA, Assistant Editor

Thc GMBA FENCE (Focus on
our childrcn, Encrgize your branch,
Nctwork with othcr tcachcrs, Childrcn
lcarn through music, Excrcisc your
gifts) Program hcld its landmark first
workshop at thc McKecs Rocks,
Pcnnsylvania Branclr on JarrLrary 15,
2000. Thirty pcoplc, rcprcscnting thc
Atlant¡c Coast, Ohio Mid-Wcst, Pcnn-
Mid Atlantic, and Southrvcst Aroa
M BA's attcndcd thc workshop.

Brothcr Jor:l Calabrcsc, FENCE
Chairnrrn, wclco¡ncd cvcryonc in
attcndancc and thankcd thonl for
nraking sacrificcs ncccssary to bc part
of thc workshop. ln addition, Brothcr
PaLrl A¡ron Palnricri, CMßA Prcsi-
dcnt, tlrankcd tlrc conrnrittcc for its
tirclcss cfforts irr prcparing a fqllday
of activitics for thc GM BA mcnborship.

A conlbincd scssion bcgln thc
day. During tllc scssion. participants
lcarnod now songs and glcancd idcas
f¡o¡r tho instructors that could bc uscd
in thcir classcs. Thc group was thcn
dividctl into tlrrcc brcakout scssions,
thr topics of which wcrc: Music, Àrts
and Crafts, and Gcncral Tcaching
principlcs.

Sistcr Bonnic Mctzlcr taught
sorìrc songs and showcd thc group how
to piggyback lyrics dcaling with the
subject ofour lessons onto wcll knorvn
tuncs. Sister Jacqui King ttught us
how to crcate lesson plans for our
classes and gave us numcrous tips on
how childrcn leam, rnany of which the
participants could immcdiately institute
with their classes. Sistcr Connie
Frankenberry had hcr classes work
togethcr conring up with idcas for
crafts and thcn had each pcrson make a
craft which would be a souvenir of the
day.

All cnjoyed a lunchcon providcd
by the McKces Rocks Local. At the
co¡clusion, thc âttondccs wcrc tlren

affordcd the opportunity to play a
number ofganrcs brought as examplcs.

I lcamcd so nluch from the
workshop and was so inrprcsscd by the
quality of the job donc. Spccial tlranks
to Sistcr Tamnry Valcnti, sccrctary/
treasurcr of tlrc committce, for a
wondcrful job organiziug the wcckcnd
and for prcparing thc "so vcry uscful"
workbooks which each attcndce
rcccivcd.

Thc cntirc day's activitics wcrc
tapcd and it is thc intcntion ofthc
GMBA to providc thc tapcs and
workbooks to thc Arca M BAs so that
thc lcssons tauglìt cíuì bc cnjoycd and
uscd by cach of us as wc cndcavor to
"lrain ttp tr cltild in thc way hcshrnH
go, whcn ha is old, hc shall nol deparl
fiom il. "

A Weekend of God's
Pure Love in
Herndon, VA

lly Sistar Mary Gchly

During tho wcckcrrd of May 5-7,
2000, thc l-lcrndon, Virginir Branch
had thc ploasurc ofhosting twcrìty-fivc
saints fro¡l various branchcs of the
Ponn-Mid Atlantic Rcgion. Wc
gathcrcd togcthor on Saturday for an
all dly picnic at Lakc Fairfax. Thcrc,
wo fcllowshippcd and truly fclt thc
unity and purc lovc ofGod. That
cvcning wc rììot at Sistcr lva and John
Bordcaux's honrc wlrcrc wc sang
praiscs unto our Lord and tcstificd of
God's blcssing and goodncss.

Our Sunday nccting was opcncd
by Brothcr Richard Scaglione, Sr.,
who spokc to us conccrning the
pronriscs of thc Lord, thc promiscs for
each of us if wc choosc to kccp His
cor'Ìrmandmcnts. Brothcr Richard
¡enrindod us how Christ sought out
those sccking Hirn, those truly in nccd.
Christ didn't sit in high placcs, but was
with FIis shccp, fccding His lanrbs.

Brothcr John Ali followcd and
rclatcd how thcrc werc nrany kings and
lcadcrs. Christ was thc only King tbat
gavc His lifc, that blcd and dicd, so our

souls could be redccmed. He read
from Isaiah 52:13, "Behold my servanl
shall deal prudently, he shall be
exaltcd and extolled, and be very
high." Brother John also spoke how
thcrc must be opposition in all things.
How in ordcr for each ofus to appreci-
ate all that Christ does for us, we must
face trials and tribulations. This keeps
us humble and prayerfril.

Brother Rick Scaglione, Jr., was
dircctcd to speak regarding our confi-
dcncc in the Lord and how outward
appcarances can be deceiving. He told
us how David hrd no hcsi¿¡tions in
challcnging Goliath. He had such a
confidcnce in thc Lord. Size was ofno
value. God uscs thc wcak and most
humblc to show thc world His power.
Wc as a Church and as the saints of
God must bc prcpared spiritually, not
with natural armor but with the armor
ofthc spirit God gave cach ofus. It is
up to us as individuals tb be humble
and to sanctiry oursclvcs. The world,
onc day, won't say, "Look how strong
that Church is." Thcy will say, "God
has movcd."

Aftcr our brothcrs finishcd
spcaking, wc hcard songs sung by
Sistcr Karcn Progar and Brothers
Jason Monaghan, Patrick Monaghan
and Brucc Piccuito.

Afìcrwards, the saints gave their
tcstinronics, again sharing about th€
truc lovc in Thc Church ofJcsus Christ.

Wc thcnk God for a beautiful and
wondcrful wcckcnd in His service.
May Cod blcss cvcryonc.
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The Flower Garden
of the Lord

Ily Sister Karen Progar

It is hard to believe that thc
Ladies'Uplift Circle of The Church of
Jesus Christ has rcachcd the milestone
ofeighty years as an auxiliary ofthe
Church. On April29,2000, our Circle
did celebrate such an anniversary!
Tbere werc candy flowers, beautiful
purple and silver napkins, stâtioncry
made especially for the evcnt and a
photo taken to commomorate the day.

Our President, Sistcr Arline
Whitton, began our confercnce by
welcoming sisters from âlmost every
area of the Church to tlre mecting and
reminding us that our atterìdance
makcs the meeting â succcss. Vy'e sang
A Song of Welcom¿, aftcr which Sister
Lorraine DeMercurio, Vicc Prcsidcut,
spoke regarding her thoughts orì the
theme, She said that wlrcnever a
garden is mentioncd, her tlroughts
âlways go to Gcthsenrane, but lve
should also think of the Gardcn of
Edcn, which was our bcginning. A
new beginning carne about for us when
Christ surrendered to His Fathor's will
at Gethsenrane. A gardcn is alrvays a
place of quiet, solitudc and praycr.

Business dealt with the sharing of
exciting dctails of our next fcllowship
weekend. Sisters Dianc McDonncll
and Llmette Huttenberger adviscd us to
reserve the weckend of July 19-22,
2001. 'Ilrc anticipated price will be

$175.00 per person. The fee includes
food and lodging for three days, with a
four person occupancy in the rooms.
The sisters passed around beautiful
photographs of thc facility. which is

located in Ontario, Califomia. It was
suggested that flight arrangements be
made into the Ontario, California
Airport.

Our first keynote spcakcr was
Apostle Paul Palmieri, the Gcncral
Church Liaison to the Circlc. He

strossod that sistcrs nced to be involved
in the work ofthe Church. The beauty
of the Church must bc sccn in each of
us. In tlìe garden of thc Lord, Brotlrer
Paul said that wc each shine. He also
told us that thc Lord is writing for a
people to stcp out and tcll othcrs of
Jcsus. As Brothcr Paul concludcd, hò

rcmindcd us to bc active and sharcd
that his mothcr rcccivcd lovc and
lcamcd to lovc fronr hcr i¡tvolvcrncnt in
the Church,

After a wonderful time of fcllow-
ship and lunch prcparcd by Brothcr
David Gibson, Apostlc Joscph
Bittinger, a long tinrc supportcr of
Circlc, opcncd lhc afìcrnoon scrvicc
with praycr. Thc aftcmoou bcgan with
a progranr on thc "Flowcr Gardcn of
thc Lord," prcscntcd by thc Pcnn-Mid
Atlantic Arca Circlc sistcrs. Sistor
Mabcl, our past Circle Prcsidcnt, was
unablc to attcnd tltc nrccting duc to
poor hcalth. It was appropriatc that
thc Pcnr)-Mid Athntic Circlc was ablc
to usc onc of hcr pocnrs irr thc program
since our sistcr dcvotcd so nruch of hcr
lifc to thc Ladics' Uplift Circlc and its
cfforts to support tho nrissionary work
of Thc Church ofJcsus Cltlist.

Apostlc Dominic Thonras,
Gcncral Church Prcsidont, addrcsscd
our confcrcncc irt lhc aftcrnoon sr:rvicc.
It was a grcat joy to hcrr Brothcr
Donlinic's tcstinro¡ìy rcgarding his

youth and thr: rolc in his upbrirrging
that many wolììclì had i¡r his lifc. FIe

sharcd horv, cvcn though hc had lost
his nlothcr cs an infant, an oldcr cousin
and thcn r wondcrful stcprììothcr
shorvcd him thc lovc thct hc nccdcd to
grow in thc Churclr.

Bcforc Brothcr Paul Palmicri
closed thc ntccting irt praycr, thc

Gcncrol Circle officcrs rccitcd a pocnr

ofthe Ladies' Uplift Circle. Joìn us as

wc look forward to our ncxt timc of
fcllowship on Saturday, Octobcr 14,

2000 rt thc Grccnsburg. Pcnnsylvania
Branch ofThe Church ofJcsus Christ.
\Me look forward to blcssings like thc
oncs wc cnjoycd hcrc at the Monon-
galrcla Branch. whcrc our orgauization
had its bcginning cighty years ago.

Spccial thanks to cvcryone who
workcd so hard to make this day a
swcct mcmory, which we will chcrish.

The Garden

By Sister Mabel C. Bicke rl¿'n
(Nove mber 13, I985)

There is a garden
and I havc been there,

A garden oflove, ofhopc and prayer
Tlrc place is bright

and tendcd with care,
By the Master's touch

with colors so rare.

Thc Gardcner is there
with His tools of love,

Pruning each plant
with a srnilc from above.

Thc flowcrs all nod
with a grccting gay,

"Good rnorning," thcy say,
"Havc a lovcly day."

Thcsc bcautics havc come
fro¡n thc East and Wcst,
To show much concem
and wish mc thc bcst,

Tlrcy know how it lrclps
and lightcns thc load,
Along nry pathway

and dorvn thc long road.

Mcnr'rics shall lìngcr
for nrany a ycar,

Of fricnds, Brothcrs and Sistcrs
fro¡n far and ncar.

I thank thc dcar Lord
for our fcllowship swcet,

And sonrcday in thc Garden,
we all shall nrcct.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
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Three Baptisms in
Modesto, CA

By Sisler Vale rie Dulisse

On April 16, 2000, onc now sister
and two ncw brothcrs in thc Modcsto,
Califomia Branch wc¡rt into thc watcrs
ofrcgcncration. Tlrcy wcrc Sistcr
Mary Rosalcs, Brothcr Owcn
Wilcoxson and Brothcr Alcx T:rpia.
Sistcr Mary had cxprcsscd hcr dcsirc to
bc baptizcd earlicr this ycar. On
March 26" Owcn had stood up undcr
thc spirit of rcpcntancc, asking for his
baptism. Whcn hc sat down, Sistcr
Francis Canrarda put hcr arnr around
hirn and said to him, "Anothcr onc will
ask for baptism today." Thc Lord had
rcvcalcd this to hcr. Whcn Owc¡r wc¡rt
forward for prayor, young Tylcr
Ciarolla also wcnt to thc front and hcld
Owcn's hand. At that nronìcnt, Owcn
fclt ít heat go into his hand, up his arrn
and filling his cntirc body, and hc fclt
strorìgly that Tylcr would bc asking for
his baptisnr. That day, Tylcr askcd for
his baptism and slrarcd that hc is
looking forward to thc day of his
baptism in thc futurc.

AIcx Tapia wcnt forward ncxt, for
praycr for spiritual strcngth. As shc
was praying at hcr scat for Alcx, Sistcr
Christina Vinsick saw in a vision
Owcn going up and grccting Alcx, thcn
shc saw thc brothcrs and sistcrs at tho
river's slrore whcre wc baptizc, with
AIex and Owen standing togcther.
After the Ministry's praycr for Alcx,
Owcn stood and wcnt forward, putting
his arms around Alex, exactly as it had
happcncd in Sistcr Vinsick's vision.
Alex Tapia was ncxt to fccl the spirit
of repentance, asking for his baptism
also. lt was a glorious day, and wc
anticipated the day whcn we would
gather at the river.

On this day, the three candidatcs
were asscnrblcd with us, and as we
waited, we saw three ducks swim past

us single file; the fcmale first, followed
by two nrale ducks. Sistcr Mary was
baptizcd first, by Brothcr Joc Ciarolla.
As she canrc back up out of tlre watcr,
she was obviously vcry overconrc with
thc Spirit of Cod, rvccping vcry hard.
Shc explaincd to us latcr that God had
answcrcd hcr praycr for cn cxpcricncc
so that shc would know that Hc was
with hcr, by giving hcr a vision ofthree
dovcs ovcrhcad whcn shc opcncd hcr
cycs aftcr conring up from thc watcr.
Brothcr Owen and Brothcr Alcx
follorvcd i¡to thc watcrs of baptism.
with Brntlrcr Joe Ciarolla baptizing
Brothcr Owcn and Brothcr Louis
Parravano baptizing Brothcr Alcx.

Aftcr thc thrcc ncw convcls wcrc
brck on thc rivcr's shoro, tlìc sanrc
thrcc ducks swanr in front of us again
in thc oppositc dircction; first thc
fonralc, thon thc two malcs, in thc cxact
ordor of thc sistcr and two brothcrs
who had bccn baptizcd.

How good God is! Wc rcjoiccd
with thc angcls ou this bcautiful day as
rvc witncsscd tlrc unio¡r ol thrcc souls
with Christ. Plcasc pray for our ncw
sistcr and brothcrs as thcy bcgin thcir
spiritual walk rvith Hi¡n.

Blessed Day in Forest
Hills, FL

lìy Brother Dan |li.sola

March 20, 2000 wrs a day fillcd
with nrly ordinanccs and blcssings,
Tlrc day bcgan by rvitncssing tlrc
baptism of Eric and Rhonda Rooncy.
Eric and Rhonda rnct Thc Church of
Jcsus Christ througlr onc ofour
mcnrbcrs. Brothcr Eric sclls drinking
watcr for a living and stoppcd by the
branch as it was bcing built to scc if
wc would likc to use his company.
Thank God that is not all hc was
Iooking for. Hc was also looking for a
church to havc his novborn baby,
Erika, blcsscd in. Brothcr Bobby
Woods, who was our Gcncral Contrac-
tor, was lcd by the Spirit and explained
to Brothcr Eric our bclicfs in blcssing
childrcn as Christ taught. Brother Eric
was satisficd rvith thcir convcrsation
ald bcgan attcnding shortly thcreaftcr

with his wife, Rhonda, a¡d baby girl.
A few months later, they had their
baby blessed in the Church and also
tcstified of the Holy Spirit working
within thcm, They also witnesscd a
healing of Ericka who was diagnosed
with a rare disease. The previous
Sunday, they stood up in testimony and
askcd for their baptism. Brother Eric
and Sister Rhonda were both baptizcd
by Brother Milford Eutsey, Sr.

When we retumed to the branch,
we witncssed a play entitled, "Getting
the Brass," depìcting Lehi's joumey
through the wildcrness pcrformed by
our youth group. Sister Pam Benyola
thcn sang, nr in My HearL Firsl in
My Soul.

Brother John Grifüth opcned the
scrvice with Acts, sccond chapter,
cxplaining the necd for baptism ofthe
watcr and ofthc spirit. Brothcr
Milford Eutsey, Sr., offcred a prayer
asking God to dircct the Ministry to
instill the Holy Ghost upon our newly
baptizcd mcnrbcrs. Brothcr Eric was
co¡rfirnrcd by Brothcr Sam Risola, Jr.,
and Sistcr Rhonda was confirmed by
Brothcr Jinr Speck.

Brothcr Milford Eutscy, Jr.,
co¡rtinucd by reading Matthew 9 aÍd
19, cxplaining why we blcss childrcn.
Thcn Alcx Rooncy, Brother Eric and
Sistcr Rhonda's ncwbom son, was
brought forward to bc blessed. Brother
Sam Risola, Jr., offcrcd tho prayer,
asking Cod to watch over and protect
him allof his days and that onc day, he
too nlry bccomc a mcmbcr ofthis
wondcrful Church.

As we tumcd our hcarts to the
bcautiful ordinance of sacramcnt,
Brothcr Dcwa¡,ne Eutsey read lll
Ncphi l8:l-5 and I Corinthians I l:24-
27. After a bricf pcriod oftestimony,
Brothcr Scott Griffith rcad and ex-
plained the ordinance of fect washing,
using John 13. The Ministry related
how they questioncd Brother Eric and
Sister Rhonda if they wanted to
pcrticipxte in thc fcet washing service
since thcy wercjust baptized. They
roplicd by st¡ting if it is found in
scripture, then we will do it. We truly
thank God for a beautiful day full of
blcssings and ask that you remember
us in your praycrs that we will con-
tinue to draw closer to the Lord.
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Quadruple the Blessings
in Greensburg, PA

By Brothcr Andrew Gehly

A calling into thc scrvicc of The
Church of Jesus Christ rcgardless of
the title is both a great honor and an
immense responsibility. On Sunday,
April 30, four members ofthe
Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch,
Brothers Larry Ali, Joseph Fallavollitti.
Tim Gehly and Sister Anita Noel
answered such callings.

Thc mccting, attendcd by fou rteen
Elders, was led by Brothcr Bob
Nicklow, Jr., enrphasizing that thc
members bcing ordaincd wcrc frcing a
challenge not to fulfill their office by
their own abilities but to have a higlrcr
degree of faith and to complctcly rcly
on God. Brother Chuck Kogler
followed and spoke from scripture
regarding the nrcnrbcrs' call to the
positions including Hcbrews 5:4 which
says, "And no man taketlì this honor
unto hinrself, but he tlìat is callcd of
God, as was Aaron."

Brothcr Paul Aaron Palnricri
spoke ofthc fecling of unworthincss
that thc thcn soon to bc ordrincd
members may have fclt, and said that
they should thank God for the humble
hearts that make such emotions.
Brother Alvin Gehly, who expoundcd
upon the importance of lraving the
Holy Ghost in order to understand God
and Jesus, spoke the last scrnron ofthe
nrorning.

The ordinations of Brothcrs Larry
Ali and Tim Gehly as Teachers,
Brother Joseph Fallavollitti as a
Deacon and Sister Anita Nocl as a
Deaconcss had all bcen confirrrted
carlier by cxperiences of both thcnl-
selves as well as other members of the
branch. Brothers offering the ordina-
tion prayers included Brothers Paul
Gehly and John Ali, who had the
unique privilcge ofordaining thcir own
sons as Teachers.

Both Teachers, thc Deacon and
Deaconess, although already valucd
members of the branch, will irldced

prove to be cvcn grcatcr blcssings in
their newly ordained positions in The
Church of Jesus Christ.

Memorial Day
Atlanta, GA

By Sistcr Bonnic Kunkel

The wcckcnd of Mcmorial Day
saw tlre brothcrs and sistcrs of the
Atlanta. Gcorgia Branch taking part in
the making of sorne ncw nrcnrories.
Brother Camcron Stâlcy graduatcd
from high school and many fricnds and
family nrcnrbcrs came from various
parts ofthc Church to wish hin wcll
on lifc's ncw jouruey and to praise the
Lord. Saturday cvctring, wc all
gathcrcd to fcllowship with brothcrs
a¡rd sistcrs wc havc bccu scparÍÌtcd
fronr for a long tinre. Pcople canrc
from California, Louisiana, FIorida,
Pcnnsylvania, North Carolina and
lllinois. Af-lcr an cvcning of food and
fcllowship, wc bid onc anothcr a good

night.
Sunday's nrccting was hcld at the

Chcatham Hill Conrnunity Club near
Powdcr Springs, Ccorgia. We had a
large group and again, wc had rcprc-
scntÍÌtivcs fronr nuny placcs. Wc lrad
scvcral visitors anrong thc crowd also.
Visiting Evarrgclist. Johrl DiBatt¡stíì.
opcncd thc nìonring nrcct¡ng, spcaking
to us about thc pcrfcct lovc wc all have
in Christ. FIc was followcd by Brothcr
Rocco Bcnyola who bcgan by lcading
us in ['irsl Lr¡ve. Thcn hc continucd
witlr tlrc sanrc thcrne . That love was
truly surrounding usl Wc h¡d scvcral
solos by Brothcr Ikc Smith, Brothcr
Justin Paxon and Sistcr Marlca
Frcntzos, Eaclr was so touchitrg and
bcautiful. Aftcr a scason oftcstinlony,
conr¡llunio¡l was sc¡.vcd and what a
loving spirit lvas fclt by cvcryonc.
Brother Justin Paxon took a fow
nromonts to bid all in thc Atlarìta
Branch a hcartfclt and love fillcd
goodbye. He is relocating to Califor-
nia due to employrncnt. We hcrc in the

Atlanta Branch will surcly miss him
for he was an intcgral part ofour little
group, always a willing worker and a

caring brotlrcr.
We closcd the mceting and bid

onc anothcr larcwcll till rvc nrcct again.
Lator, sonrc of our visitors re¡larkcd
about thc lovc and followship and also,
the singirìg. Each visitor sccnlcd to

rcally enjoy all of the singing and the
frccdom with which cach hymn was (
callcd out. I know, from a personal
standpoint, it seemed as though we had

a crowd of two hundred peoplc behind
me singing. Surcly the Lord and all of
His angels sang with us!

FIow Can I Sufficiently
Praise Him

Ily Sistar Joyce Ross

How can I sufìÌcicntly praise Hinr
for thc brcath of lifc He has restorcd to
mc? Many thoughts pass through nry
mind sincc my scrious illncss. Thc
praycrs of thc saints arc so inrportant,
for it is thosc praycrs bcforc our Lord
that hcol thc body and thc soul.

It is now scvcn mo¡rths sincc I
was first diagnoscd with carcinonla of
thc lcft lung. Thc Eldcrs ofthc
Monongahcla, Pcnnsylvania Branch,
anoiutcd nrc. I was also ano¡nted by
Apostlc Paul Palnlicri. Aftcr lung
surgcry and bronchial trach surgcry,
anrong othcr surgical proccdurcs, the
doctors wcrc skeptical that I would
suwivc. Surgcry found no lung
canccr! Tlle doctors and nurses wcre
stunncd whcn no cancer was found!
Thoy could not undcrstand it. They
said on nore than one occasion, "We
can't undcrsta¡rd it!" However, I was
also dirgnoscd with scptic pncuntonia.
an illncss that vcry fcw survive. I
spcnt twclvc days in the trauma center
of Mcrcy Hospital on full life support,
since I could not brcatho on nry own. I
havc no nrcmory of bcing in the trauma
ccuter for twclve days. I spent another
wcck in progrcssivc care,

AfÌcr many x-rays, blood tests,
and extcnded physical therapy, on July
I l, the pulmonary speciâlist dis-
charged me from his care. His words
to nìe were,'Your blood tests aro
good, your x-rays are perfcct, you havt
nrade a nriraculous rccovery!"

My hcrrt is full ofjoy, apprccia-
tion, and gratitude to all of you for
your nìany praycrs, cards and tele-
phone calls. I wish to say thank you to
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the many who visited me during my
pxtended stay in the hospital. I wish to
express my thanks and praise to God
for Flìs goodness and the miracte He
has performed in my life. I am etcr-
nally in His debt. I wish to praise His
High and }{oly Name. How can I
sufliciently praise Him for the grcat
things He has done?

A Thought

If you can't sleep,
Don't count sheep.

Talk to the Shepherd.

Message frorn the Seventy
Cont¡nued from Page 4

. 'flrc Fou¡:datiorr also r,:ccivcs
donations ntadc in ntomory of a lovcd
ortc.

Rcntcnrbcr, howcvcr, thcsc
donations arc to bù givcn in addition lo
thc anrounts givcn rcgularly for thc
rcquircnrcnts to thc Ccncral Cht¡rch's
approvcd annual spcnding plan through

Pacifi c Region Conference
Continued from Page I

do. " Christ only had thrce years; we
have nrore tinrc to acconrplish the
Lord's work. I{c exhortcd us to put
Christ first and to sa¡ctifli oursclves
bcforc Cod. God is asking for our
rcasonable scrvice, to fast and pray, to
lay a foundation and study the Word of
God whilc we'rc young. Hc dircctcd
his conlncnts to thc youth: "lfGod is
callingyou, don'l waill Today is the
day ofyour salvation. "

Brothcr Joc Lovalvo thcn ad-
drcsscd us on thc Ncw Jcrusalcnr a¡ld
thc convcrsion of millions of Gontilcs
who will assist in building it and
prcach thu Gospcl to thc Sccd ol
Joscph. Our hcarts wcrc fillcd with thc
hopc and cxpcctatiorì, as our nrind's
cyc focuscd on that bcautiful vision
which will bccolnc rcalily sonlctinlc in
our futurc.

our branchcs and nrissions.
Wc thank oach of thc Missionary

Foundation ¡lcnrbcrs who provido a
grcat alìrount of tintc and unpaid cffort
to cont¡ ìbutc to thc succcss of thc
Fourthtion. Wc also thank thc farni-
Iics lor thcir vcry gcncrous donations
and pray that God will richly rcward
cach ofyou for hclpitrg to support
thosc who truly havc basic natural and
spiritual nccds.

THE CHURCII OF JESUS CIIRIgT

MISSI 1\TARY
I would l¡ke to donate to the follow¡ngt Naflve A.nerican works s

"What ¿/eal/ [ ren7er unto
tlae Loíà for all bu

benefita topar? nrc?"
PSALMS 116:12

Please fill in lhe amounts for eâch woll that you
wanl to donate 10 ând return in envelops provided.

MAKE CIIECKS PAYABLÊ TO'
IHE CHURCH OF JESUS CHFIST

MISSIONÀRY FOUNDATION
PO. Aor 80, Falrlos! Hllh, PA 

'9OSO

Cha¡a $ _._
Guàlemata g__

tndla $ _
tt¿ry $ _

Ke.ya $ __
Mêrico $ _-_

NewWoris $
Nige,ia $ _

peru g 

--Missionary foundation Fund $ 

-----

God's sweet spirit descended
upon us throughout this weekend as we
renewed our strength as well as our
fcllowship with one another. May God
bless all ofyou is our prayer.

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

salvation in the Kingdom of God.
Only the Lord has the power to deliver
us and save us from unrighteousness
and etcrnal damnation. He does this
through our dcdication and commit-
nìcnt to scrvc Hitn in spirit and in
truth!

Thcre arc many wondcrful
exanrplcs in scripture of those who
dcdicatcd thcir lives to God. There
was Moses, Joshua, Isaiah, Paul,
Pctcr, Ncphi, Al¡na, Moroni, Phebe,
Lydia, Job and many others.

A collcge profcssor once refcrred
to thc Book ofJob in a litcrature class
as a fairltale that the Jewish writers
and scholars had to make havc a happy
onding. This statcmcnt is rcally utter
nonscrìsc. The Apostlc Jarnes rcfcrred
to thc paticncc ofJob and acknowl-
cdgcd his cndurancc and dcdication
that dclivcrcd him from thc cnemv of
his soul.

It is importânt to remember that
Hc gavc FIis lifc for you, for all. Since
Hc gavc His life for you, what havo
you givcn llirn? Have you given your
lifc to Hinr? Arc you dcdicated to Him?

Ordinations

Brother Timothy Scolaro was
ordained an Eldcr in The Church of
Jcsus Christ in the Phoenix/Mesa,
Arizona Branch on April 30, 2000.
His fcct werc washcd by Brothcr
Anthony J. Scol¡ro and hc was or-
daincd by Apostle Isaac Smith.

Brother James Calabro was
ordaincd a Teachcr in The Church of
Jesus Christ in the Freehold, New
Jcrscy Branch on March 19,2000. His
fcet \¡r'cre washcd by Brother John
Fluttcnberger and he was ordained by
Brother James Crudup.

TOTAL ¡=-''-
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* WEDDING *

Heather Paula Gibson a¡d Robert Moyer were unitcd
in holy matrimony in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch
on May 6, 2000.

Patricia A. Fiumara and Jonathan M. Mavrich wsre
united in holy matrimony in the Aliquippa, Pcnnsylvania
Branch on May 20, 2000.

Lori J. Hiber and Brothcr David Deluca were unitcd in
holy matrimony in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania on Ma'y 27,
2000.

Children Blessed

Isabella Loren Dino, daughtcr of Sister Dorccn
Schmitt-Dino and Ross Dino, was blesscd on June I l, 2000
in the Dcnver, Colorado Mission.

Hailee Jean Elliot, doughter of Scth and Sistcr Mindy
Elliot, was blessed in the Modcsto, Califomia Branch on
June 4, 2000.

Thomas Scott-Christophcr Bcnyola, son of Tlrcrcsc and

Scott Benyola was blcsscd on May 26, 2000 in the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch.

Hallee Rae Ivey, daughtcr of Brothcr Mikc and Sistcr
Karen lvey, was blessed on April 30, 2000 in the Phocnix,/

Mesa, Arizona Branch.
Sydney Berelle Good, son of S1'nruel and Bcryl Good,

was blessed in the Spartanburg, South Carolina Mission on

May 14, 2000.
Simeon Avery Good, son ofSymucl and Bcryl Good,

was blesscd in the Spartanburg, South Carolina Mission on

May 14, 2000.
Darron Keith Ricks, Jr., son of S).rnucl and Bcryl

Cood, was blcssed in the Spartanburg, South Carolina
Mission on May 14, 2000.

Address Change

Name

Add¡ess

Phone

Baptisms (

William Lowdcn was baptizcd on May 2tì, 2000 L-.' the

Roscoc, Pcnnsylvania Branch. He was baptizcd by Brother

James Moore and he was confirmed by Brother Jamcs Abbott
Tabitha Nardozzi was baptized on March 19, 2000 in

thc Columbus, Ohio Mission. She was baptized by Brother
Frank Giovannone and she was confirmed by Brother Alan
Mctzler.

Scrgio Mctzler was baptizcd ou March 19, 2000 in the

Columbus, Ohio Mission. Hc was baptized by Brother Alan
Mctzlcr and hs was confirrncd by Brothcr Robcrt Nicklow, Sr.

Patrícia Brown was baptizcd on Ma¡ch 19, 2000 in tho

Columbus, Ol¡io Mission. She was baptizcd by Brother
Alan Motzlcr and she was confirmed by Brothcr Fred Olcxa,

Fiftieth Spiritual Anniversary

llc wish tt¡ cxprcss our congralulÕr¡ons lo lhose

cclcbrating thcsc s¡tniliconl m¡lcslones in their lives. Mcty

God bless you.

Sistcr Lydia Cavallaro, a mcnrbcr of thc Simì Vallcy,
California Branclr, cclcbratcd hcr fifticth spiritual annivcr-
sary in Thc Church ofJcsus Clrçist on April 30, 2000.

OBITUARIES

ll/c wish lo exprcss our sym?alhy lo lhosc who mutn
thc loss of loved ones. May God blcss and comþrl you

ALMA VANCIK

Mr. Alma Vancik, son of the latc Sistcr Kathcrine and

Brothcr Paul Vancik, Sr., nrcnrbcrs of the Monongahela,

Pcnnsylvania Branch, passcd on to his etcmal reward on

April 3, 2000. Hc is survivcd by lris daughter, Slrcrry Vancik.

JOHN DEMCFIAK

Brothor John Dcnlchak, a member ofthc Monongahela,
Pcnnsylvania Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on

April 5, 2000. He is survivcd by his wife, Sister Beatrice

Dcmchak and children.

JÔHNNIE LEE GRAY

Brothcr Johnnie Lee Gray passed on to his heavenly
rcrvard on Apri|27,2000. He was a member of thc
Spartanburg, South Carolina Mission. Brothcr Johnnie was

an ordaincd Teacher in The Church ofJesus Christ. He is

survivcd by his wife, Sistcr Shirlcy Gray, one daughter,
three sons, and eight grandchildren.
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Welcomc to Thc Church of
Jesus Christ. We hope you enjoy
our day here. During the course of

rhe meeting, questions may arise as to
how and why certain things are done.

We have chosen the most common
questions and attompted to answcr
them in thc following pages. If there
is an¡4hing left unanswercd, feel free
to ask. The last two questions on the
final two pages will tell you where to
get additional information. We hope
you will choose to continue to
worship with us and that we will see
you frequently at Thc Church of
Jesus Christ.

I. Queslions lhal may arise
when you enter the Church building.

Q. Is the name ofthe church
significant?

A. Yes, Jesus told us "I|here
rwo or three are gathcreol togcther in
my name, lhere am I in the midst of
them" (Matthew l8:20) and the
Apostle Paul adds "whatsoever ye do

'n word or deed, do all in the name

f the Lord Jesus" (Colossians 3:17).
We believe that a church named after
the man belongs to thât man, but that
a church named after Jesus bclongs
to Him, as long as it is foundcd on
His precepts.

Q. \ryhy aren't there crosses or
holy pictures displayed in the church?

A. There are no crosses or holy
pictures bccause they could be inter-
preted to represent images which have
been forbidden from the time ofthe
tcn commandments: "Thou shalt not
make unlo lhee any graven imdge, or
any likencss ofanyrhing thar is ¡n
heaven above, or that is in the earlh
beneath" (Exodus 20:4). Moses later
had to remind the lsruelites: Neilher
shalt thou set lhee up any image;
which the Lord thy God hateth"
(Deuteronomy l6:22). Although
Jesus' dcath on the cross was an
important part of the plan of salva-
tion, it is not thc cross that redccms,
but Jcsus. Thus, we worship Flirn and
lct thc cross sinrply havc its placc in
history.

Q, Why isn't lhere an altar in
front of the church?

A, Thcrc is no altar bccausc in
thc Old Tcstamcnt, the altar was used

as a place to ofÏcr sacrifices to God.
Whcn Jesus was crucificd, He bccame
the perfcct sacrifice; thus, the altar
bccame usclcss as no sacrifice we can
offcr can comparo to Jcsus. Paul
dcscribcs thc typc of sacrificc God

Welcome to The Church of Jesus Christ

By Evangelist Jerry Valenti

wa¡ts from us: "By Hin (Jesus)

therefore Iet us oler Íhe sacrifce of
pra¡se to God continually, thqt is, Ihe

fruit ofour lips giving thanks to his
name. But lo do good and lo comnu-
n¡cale forget not: þr wilh such
sacrifices God is well pleased."
(Hcbrews t 3: l5-16).

Q. Are special services held to
celebrate traditional Christian sholy

days?"
A. No, special services are not

hcld to cclcbrate traditional "holy
days." We fccl that scrving God and
following Jcsus is a 365 day per year
activity. Wc do not wish to support
tho notion that Jesus should only be

rcmcmbercd on certain days of the
year or that attending church on "holy
days" rclieves a pcrson's obligation to
attend church the rest ofthe year. To
do so would be "forsaking the assom-
bling ofoursclvcs togcther," which is
discouraged in Paul's writings to the
Hcbrcws (Hebrews l0:25). However,
wc do obscrve holidays, such as Easter
and Ch¡istmas, rcrncmbcring what the
Lord did for mankind.

2. Queslions thal may orise
prior to the sldrt of lhe meeting.

Q. \ryhy do mcrnbers of the
church greet each other with â kiss?

A. "Grect one another with an

holy kiss" is mcntioned in at lcast foirr

(continued on Page 3)
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Repentance

By Aposlle Isaac Smith

According lo the dictionary, lhe
word repenl means lofeel pain or
sorrow on occount ofsomething done
or sorrow on accounl ofsomclhing
done or left undone, especially for sin
commilled; change from past evil; lo
feel penilence or regrel. Repentance
is contrition and sorrow for sin.

Jarom, the son of Enos, wrote
one chaptcr in the Book of Mormon
called the Book ofJarom. In tho 2'd
verse hc wrotc: "For what could I

Apostle lsaac D, Sm¡th

write mole lhan my Falhers have
wrilten? Iior have not they revealed
the plqn of salvation? " I thought
what else is there to say that has not
already becn said.

My thoughts wcnt to John the
Baptist, St- Matthew 3:I-2, "In those
days came John lhe Baptisl, preach-
ing in the wilderness ofJudea, And

saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is al hand. " In Matthew 4:17,
Jesus began to preach, and to say,
"Repent: for the kingdom ofheaven
is at hand. " InlIINephi ll:37-38,
Jesus spoke saying'. "And again I say
unlo you, ye m st repent, and become
as a little child, and be baplized in
my nome, of ye can in nov)ise rcccivc
lhese lhings. And again I say unto
you, ye musl repenl, and be baPlized
in my name, and become as a lillle
child, or ye can in nowise inhcril lhe
kingdom ofGod. "

In the second chapter ofthe Acts
of the Apostlos, as they were preach-
ing to thousands. vcrsc 37 statcs.
"Now when lhey heard lhis, they
were pricked in lheir hearl, and said
unto Peler and to lhe rest ol lhe
apostles, Men and brelhren, whal
shall we do?" The Apostle Peter
responds in Acts 2:38, "Then Pelcr
said unlo them, Repenl, and be
boplized every one ofyou in lhe name
ofJcstts Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gifi of
the Holy Ghost. " Faith, rcpcntance,
and baptisrn are the doorway into the
Kingdonr of God.

\\¡hat a wondcrful blessing whcn
wc are in the prcscnce of somcone
rcpcnting of thcir sins with a broken
hcart and a contr¡te spirit. Jcsus said
in Luke l5:7, "1 say untoyou, lhal
Iikewise joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner lhãt repentelh... "

Standing at the watcrs of bâp-
tism thc candidate is asked, "Do you
repent ofyour sins and promise to
scrvo God, to the best ofyour ability,
the rcst of your life?" We all can
renrenrbcr that day and the joy we felt
coming out ofthc watcr, knowing that
our sins wcre washcd away.

Wrile taking thc Gospel to the
indigcnous pcople on the Island of
Dominica with Brothcrs Paul Aaron t

Palmieri, Isaac Joseph Smith and Paul
Ciotti, Sr., a member of the Carib
Tribe came to me with a horn, The
hom is called a shofar. Onatripto
the Island of Antigua, to purchase
goods for her motel, a person ap-
proached her and said, "I have this
hom for you to take to your people. I
am a Jew from the Inupiaq (Eskimo)
tribe in Alaska. When you blow this
shofar, it will sound as a call to
repcn[anco." The woman wanted to
know what to do with the hom, or if I
wanted it. I told hcr I didn't know
what to do with the hom, but wc we¡e
offering them the call of repentance.
As Jesus said, all must repent oftheir
sins and be baptizcd, to bo a part of
the Kingdom ofGod. No one can
conrc Lhrough thc doors olsalvation
without rcpcntance. We must tako the
call to rcpcntance where evcr the
opportunity comes.

I am rcmindcd ofthe 2"d chapter
ofJoel. Hc says, "BIow ye the I

trumpe ! in 7.ion, and sound an alarm'
in my holy mounlain, lel all the
inhab¡tants of the land tremble : for
the day of the Lord comelh; for it is
nigh at hand. "

We in the Ministry must always
sound thc call to repentance in our
branclles and missions and within our
comnrunities.

Onc of the reasons we enjoy the
gatherings and campouts ofthe young
pcoplc is our anticipation of thc spirit
of rcpentance being prcvalcnt. I
remcnrber well standing at the shore of
the Mississippi Rivcr in Nauvoo,
lllinois when Brother Joseph
Calabrcse had the privilege ofques-
tioning twenty-one young people
bcforc thcy cntcrcd thc watcrs of
baptism. We seern to remember each
gathcring by those that rcpented and
were baptized,

Wc look forward to Israel's
rcturn, lt is our job to sound the call
for repcntancc to all, especially to
.Joseph. Some day their cars will be '
opcncd that tlìcy may hcrr and (hcir

eyes will bc opcncd that they may see.

I will closc by quoting
Mormon 8:22, "For lhe elernal



September, 2000

purposes of the Lord shall roll on,
until all his promises shøll be ful-
'f lled." Each Elder must take our
calling so sorious that it becomcs the
most important thing in our life. Lct
us each do all we can to further the
cause of Christ and His Kingdom.
Thc world depends on us.

Welcome
Continued from Page 1

different places in the Bible (II
Corinthia¡s 3 I : 12, I Thcssalonians
5:26, Romans l6:16, I Peter 5:14),
and therefore our membership follows
this example. In order to ensure that
kisscs arc not construcd as anYhing
but holy, we restrict kissing to mem-
be¡s of the same sex.

Q. Why are members called
.Brother" or "Sister?" Shouldn't
those titles be reserved for positions
of honor within the church?

A. We do in fact use thc terms
"Brother" and "Sister" to rcfer to the
most honorable position in the
Church, that ofa membcr. As we are
all part of the Family of God, and are
"affcclioncd one lo anolher wilh
brotherly love" (Romans l2:10), the
titles are certainly appropriate. Jesus

showcd prcfcrence to His followers
over His own nâtural family when He
announced, "Whosoever shall do lhe
will of My Fathe r which is in Heaven,
lhe same is My brother, and sisler"
(Matthew l2:50, Mark 3:35). If Jesus
was willìng to call His followers
brothers and sisters, who arc we to
call the¡n anything diflcrent.

Q. How is the mode of dress
determined?

A. In rcgard to gcncral bchavior.
Paul wrote, "Lel your modcration be
known unlo all mcø " (Philippians
4:5) and in rcgard to attirc specifì-
cally, "that women adorn lhemselvcs
in modest apparel " (I Timothy 2:9).
Our people are thus cncourâged to
dress moderately. In general, we want
to make a good appearance in thc
House of the Lord, so we dress niccly,
but modestly.

Q, What is the function of the
woman who sets the table in front of
the church?

A. The woma¡ seen setting the
table is callcd a Dcaconcss and is
ordaincd to serve the church in
appropriatc situations, such as sctting
thc tablc for communion. Evcn in
biblical times, there was a place for
female scwants in the Church. Paul
wrote to the F.omallrs, "I comme nd
unlo you Phebe, our sisler, wh¡ch is a
servanl of the church rehich ¡s al
Cenchrea: Thol lou rcceive
her . . . in whatsoevor busincss she
hath necd ofyou" (Romans l6:l-2),
God has work for anyone who is
willing to scrvc Him.

3. Queslions thctl m.ty arise
whifu thc congragal¡on is sinsing
hynns?

Q, Why are there so many
different books?

A. We use many hynrnals
bccause our pcoplc love to sing
praises to God and "make a joyftl
noise unlo the Lord" (Psalns 100:l).
The Soints Hymnal is our traditional
hyrnn book, l,hc Sainls lîavorilcs
contains hynrns composcd by mcm-
bcrs of thc Church, and thc Songs o/
Zion xc hyntns conrposcd by inspira-
tion. Somc branchcs may add otlrcr
books ifthcy contain hymns not
includcd ir thc books alrcady mcn-
lioncd. "Sing trnlo lhe Lord a ncw
song, and His praisc in lhe congrega-
t¡on ofsoints" (Psalms 149: l).

4. Questions lhol moy alise
whcn the mcct¡ng is opencd in praycr,

Q. Who is being prayed to?
A. Jcsus ilstructcd His disciplcs

how to pray, "Àfter this manncr
thcrefore pray ye: Our l¡'ctlher which
ort ¡n Hcavcn. . . " (Matthcw 6:9).
We pray to God thc Fathcr, but we do
so through Christ, His Son. As Jcsus

said, ". . . no mon comelh unlo the
Iiathcr, but by me" (John l4:6).

5. Queslions lhal may arise
while lhe sermon is bcing delivercd.

Q. Who are the men who sit in

front of the church and deliver the
sermon?

A. The men sitting in front of
the Church are Eldcrs (Ministers),
responsible for the spiritual well being
ofthe Church. In Acts 14 and 15,

Paul traveled throughout the Church,
ordaining Elders in diffcrent locations
to look aflcr the Church's nccds in
each arca. Our Eldcrs serve a similar
purpose.

Q. Why aren't there any
female Elders?

A. Altlrough it is difficult
discussing a fcmalc's rolc in our
Church in today's modcrn world, thc
Apostlc Paul was very dcfinite on this
mattcr, "Lel your womcn keep silcnce
in lhe churches: þr il is nol pcrmil-
tcd.[or then to spcdk" (l Corinthians
14:34) and I suffer not a woman lo
leach, nor lo usurp outhor¡ly over lhe
man, b l lo be in silcnce. For Adan
was frst formed, thon Eve" (I
Tirnothy 2:12-13). Womcn do have
rcsponsibilities in the Church (see

earlicr qucstion rcgarding thc Dc¿con-
ess), but not those of an Eldcr.

Q. Why aren't the Elders re-
fcrred to as "Fathcr" or "Reverend?"

A. Our Eldcrs arc not rcfcrrcd
to as "Fathcr" or "Rcvcrcnd" bcoause

Jcsus said, "cnll no man your liathcr
upon lhe earlh: for onc is your
l¡athe r which is in Heaven" (Mat-
tlrcw 2l:37). In short, wc rcserve
such honorablc titlcs for God and
Jcsus only, trot for any man.

Q. \ilhy don't Elders wear
robes?

A. Our Eldcrs do not wcar robcs
bccausc, as nrcntioncd carlicr, our
pcoplc drcss in nrodcration and arc
not sct apart by clothcs thcy wcar,
Lhis includcs Eldcrs. Jcsus spokc in
contcnìpt of thc appcarancc conscious
scribcs, "Rcware of the scribcs,
which dasire lo walk in long robes,
and lovc greelings in lhe markcts,
and the highest seals in lhe syn-
agogucs, . . . thc same shall rcccivc
grcatcr damnat¡on " (Lukc 20:46-
47).

(Continued on Page 9)
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A messaue

from the"
$evenf

From April 7-l l, 2000, Brothers
Paul Aaron Palmicri, Isaac J. Smith,
Harold Littlejohn, and Carl Hutten-
berger, Jr., made a trip to the Island of
Dominica, and it can certainly be said
God is working there.

It all began on the flight from Saa

Juan, Pue rto Rico, to Dominica. A
heavy rainstorm had developcd over
thc island. Thc small plane carrying
the brothers kept circling but could not
land. The pilot said after cventually
landing that, in only three more
seconds, he was going to tum around
and travel to another island.

A large passcnger van was rented,

and Brother Smith easily navigated it
the entire time, even though it was a
manual transmission and traflic drives
on the left side of the road in
Dorninica, just the opposite to what we
are accustomed. God continucd to
work as thc brothers began visiting the
people with whom they had become

acquainted on previous trips. inviting
tlem to a service on Sunday at the
Floral Gardens Hotel where a large
mceting room was to bs rented.

STINDAY MORNING SI]RVICE

Thc vrn was fillcd to capacity on

Sunday morning, and there were

almost thirty (30) visitors in the

meeting. Evangelist I'Iarold Littlejohn
spoke about the love ofJcsus, and then

mentioned Rcvelation I 4:6-7, which
speaks about how another angel flcw in

the midst of hcaven carrying the
Everlasting Gospel.

Brother Huttenberger talkod about
to whom Jesus was referring whcn He
spoke about the other sheep He necded

to visit, whom He loved, and the
naming of Tlre Church ofJesus Christ,
as found in the 28ù chapter ofIII
Nephi. Brother Palmieri gave his own
touching personal experience regarding
the love Jesus has for us and what He
can do for us. Brother Smith con-
cluded by idcntifiing the love God has

for the Island of Dominica and how,
through prayers, Hurricanc Mitch was
divertcd away from the island some

timo ago.
Aftcr it was explained how Jesus

blesscd little children, several mothers

came forward wanting their children to
bc blcsscd. Thcre wcrc five blcssings.
Two other people asked to be anointed,
one with Downs's Slnrdrome. The
Spirit of God and His love were felt
strongly throughout the day.

A family whose 36 year-old son

had committed suicide the wcek before
was visitcd aftcr the service. Prayer
was offered for them, and the family
clearly was encouragcd by the visit.

WALKED 11 IROUGH TERRITOI{Y

On Monday, a young man named

Alexis Valmond assisted the brothcrs
ìn walking throughout the Canb
tcrritory (thc name givcn to thc arca in
which the Carib Indians live), inviting

God Is Working in Dominica

By Brother Carl Hullenberger, Jr.

everyone to a service that night. Again,
God worked amazingly as the chiefof ¡
all 3,400 Carib Indians offered the
Council Meeting Hall for use, a¡d he
also wantcd to attcnd. Thc mccting
was very successful, espccially widt
Chief Joseph's interest and understand-
ing of the Book of Mormon and who
the Caribs really are. He had already
rcad halfuay through the Book of
Alma and mcntioned he had shared tle
Book of Mormon with a Cherokce
Indian from another island.

There are many needs among the

Caribs, as with all the Seed ofJoseph.
An added blessing was when God
worked once again, as the brothers
found a cornputer store where they
wsrc able to develop a welcome flyer
giving information about the Church to
hand out as they visited. Bcfore
Ìeavirrg, the brothers wcre able to set

up a computer, which had been gener-

ously donated by a brother in the
United Statcs, in thc horne of Raphael
and Helcna August, who have been

very reccptivc from the beginning.
Communication was thus vastly
irnprovcd.

INITIATED WORK

Evangelist Richard Santilli and

his wife, Siste r Anabel, initiated the
work in Dominica in the mid-1990's
and subsequent visits wcre made by the

Santilli's and other brothers and sisters

for the past four years. Brother
Santilli has maintained coniact and
guidance as several other brothers have

taken an interest and thc responsibility
for this work.

Please pray for everyone on the

island. God is working within
Dominica, cspecially with Alexis wbo
helped the brothers invite people and

tell them about the Church and a
woman named Kathleen who expresscd

a desire to be the first Sunday School

teacher (she currently works as a
school teacher), We are hopeful and

prayerful to have converts shortly.
Thank God for how Hc works and

shows fo¡th His power when we follow
His lead.
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Editorial Viewpoínt .

What would your life be like without The Church ofJesus Christ? Where would you be? What
would you be? In essence, what does The Church ofJesus Christ mean to you?

The Church ofJesus Christ represents God's Kingdom on earth, It represents the organization
that Jesus Christ set up when He was on the eårth, There were a number ofrcligions when the
Lord was ontleearth. However, Hefound noneofthem acceptable- The Lord prepared a better
way, the best way fo¡ mankind to love a¡d scrve Him. That is why Hc cstablished The Church
ofJesus Christ.

People in the day of the Lord were really no different than people of today. They struggled to
makc a Iiving. Somcone probably trisd to take adva¡tage ofothers whcn tbcy bought and sold.
It was, what is best for me? How can I get the most out of this natural life? How can I obtain
riches? How can I get a mansion that is the envy of the ncighborhood? How can I get the best
clothes that will make me sta¡d out among the crowd?

Human nature was and still is about "selfl" There was little thought about one's neighbor.
There was little teaching about love God above all, love thy neighbor as thyself, Iove your
cncmies and do good to thcm who pcrsccute you. This is what the Lord brought to His Church.
These we re the ultiurate cornmandmelìts Ho gavo to tho pcople and His bclovcd disciplcs. His
Church laught truc forgiveness. Pcoplc were shockcd at thc Lord's âpproach on forgivencss.
They adhered to the law, No forgiveness. It was an eye for an eye. His Church taught the
nccessity of the love of God in our lives. Remember, without the love of God, without this
charity, we are nothing but sounding brass and tinkling cymbals.

The Lord bcgan His Ministry and message of Thc Church of Jcsus Christ with the Sermon on
the Mount. You ivill find it in the Gospel of Matthew, 5h, 6b and 7ú chaptcrs. Read these
chapters. Is it any wonder that when the Lord concluded His sermon, lhe people were
aslonishcd al his doclrine? These chapters contain tlre way we are to live our daily lives. You
might say they arc a roadmap for life. This roadnrap is both natural and abovc all, spiritual.

These chapters capturc thc Lord's teachings oû thc poor in spirit, thc meck, those that mourn,
thosethat hunger aud thirst aftcr rightcousncss, thc nrcrciful, thc purc in hcart, thc peaccmakcrs,
those that are pcrsccutcd for the Lord's sâke, and thc blcssings you reccive when men revile you.
Tbese qualities are what you cxpcrience whcn you bccome a member ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ. Thcsc qualitics and charactcristics dcscribe thc people of God, the saints of the
Almighty.

As a member ofThe Church ofJcsus Christ, you can testify how wonderful it feels to be poor
in spirit, to moum with those that rnourn, to hungcr and thirst aftcr righteousness, to be merciful,
to be purc in hcart, to bc a pcaccmaker, to bc blcsscd by thc Lord whcn somconc pcrsecutes you
and when so¡neonc revilcs and lratcs you.

Years ago, thc latc Evangclist John Ross, was slappcd across thc face with an oily rag by a man
whìle thcy were atwork in the stccl nlill. The man revilcd hìm. Thc rnan callcd Brother John
a dcrogatory name, an ethnic slur. Brothcr John Ross's testimony is that his anns went lirnp.
Hecould not rotaliate. Hcfclt thc loveand pcace ofGod conre over him. He remembered his
calling into The Church ofJcsus Christ and the change that comes over ân individual whcn he
or she follows the tcachings ald colnmandrnents ofthe Lord. Kecp inrniud that Brother John
Ross was a boxer whcn he was a young man. He could have retaliatul and possibly hurt dris man.

This is what happens to those who become membcrs ofThe Church of Jesus Christ. They
expericnce a ncwncss oflife. Thcy expcricnce thc goodncss, mercics and gifts ofGod, They
literally and figurativcly bccome a new pcrson, a now crcature, Is it any \a,onder that we
are referred to as a peculiar pcoplc?
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sis ter,Iûnet Steinrock

"What Are Your
Treasures?"

Dear friends,

Have you ever thought about
what is really inrportant to you? If
God told your family to flee (move
quickly) because a terrible destruction
was coming, what would you bring?
You can't use a car; there will be no
gas in the wildemcss, or good roads.
You cach only have your two hands,
and one back to carry things. There
would bc no stores for batteries, or
games, no electricity or CDs or
tclovision.

What healthy things to eat a¡d
drink could you carry? How much
would you need? What kinds of pots
and pans would you carry? rWhat

clothes should come to kecp you warm
or be rainproofl Who would carry all
ofthese? What shoes or boots would
protect your fect? What blankets
would keep you warm? How would
you build a firc? And finally, what
books ofscriptures would help your
people know God's laws and how to
set up a society once you found a new
home?

In the days when Nephi's family
fled the beautiful city of Jerusalem,
plastic was not invented. Backpacks
were healy lcathe r. Watcrproofing
things involved soaking leather with oil
before wrapping something. Oil
smelled. There wercn't good bug
repellants. People used little twigs to
clean their teeth. For hunting pur-
poscs, they leamed to shoot with a bow
and arrow or starve,

When God told His Prophet Lehi
to warn the pcople ofJcrusalcm that
destruction was coming, they did not

believe him. They threw rocks at him
a¡d mocked him. But Lehi truly
believed in God. He told his wife and
four sons to start getting ready. They
were going to leave their modcm city
and go wherever God would send them.
Along the way another family joined
them who had daughters that the boys
grew up and married.

In order for thesc people to know
their history and connection with God,
it was necessary for *rem to bring
scriptures, a written record. Tlrese
records were not writtcn on papcr
which could get wct and ruincd, but
were writtcn on platcs of thin metal,
sheets ofbrass. God sent Lehi's son,
young Nephi, to the man callcd Laban
who kept the records. Laban tried to
trick them by offcring to give thcm the
plates ifthey gave him grcat richcs. So

they did. But tricky Laban stolc the
riches and refused to give thcm the
scriptures.

God made a way. NePhi wcnt
again to Laban's house and cndcd uP

killing Laban for thc rccords. Ncphi
did not want to kill him, but thc Lord
said, "It is bctter for one man to die
than for a nation [that would grow
from Lehi's peoplcl to languish in
unbclicf,"

So now the people leaving for the
wildcnlcss had scripture to teach them
God's ways. And sorncbody had
hcavy, precious, brass platcs to carry
all day long, month after month. The
Book of Mormon tells us of this
amazingjoumcy. It tclls us that "the
womcn bccamc hard, [vcry strong
musclcsl like unto a man" a¡rd that
God madc the nlcat swcet so they could
eat it whcn they could not build a fire
to cook it. The people learned to hunt
and no doubt gather plants, wild
berries, and seeds to fccd thcmselves.

They leamed to build barges to cross
rivcrs in thcir paths. And eventually
thcy built special barges to carry thcm '

all to a new land far across úe ocean,
in the Americas. But first they must
havo learned how to use vines a¡d
animal skins to make ropes. They
must have carried axes or hatchets.
The life thcy'd once lived in the city
was far away now.

Thc thousands ofpeople that they
had left behind in Jerusalem were
attackcd by enemies ard dragged away
to be slaves. IfLehi had not listened to
God, his family would not have
survived. Those people who refused to
listen to God's prophet, Lehi, lost
cverything, including their homes, their
riclìes, and their freedom. Probably
there wcre many of these who had
listenod to Lehi and wondered ifhis
message really came from God.
Probably many of them simply could
not bear thc thought ofgiving up thcir
"treasures," the things of life that made
them colnfortable and gave them
pleasure, to listen to God's mossage.

Our Bible wams us in Matthew 6: 19-
21, "I-ay nol lreasures on earth where
molh and rusl doth corrupt [ruinJ,and

(continued on Page 11)
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It's An Exciting lime
for the GMBA

(A Conference of Firsts)

By Sister Karen L. Progar

When I was younger, I loved
going to GMBA Conference. It was a
time to se€ my friends from all over the
country ald it was al exciting week-
cnd. I mcntion this bccausc, bcginning
on May l9th when the Gene ral Mis-
sionary Benevolent Association held its
Semi-Annual Activities and By-Laws
Committee Mccting in the Greensburg
building, an excitement for the activi-
ties supported by the GMBA began to
swell within me. I still go to confer-
ence to see my friends, but I am now
overwhelmed with the power of God
and how He will use His people, if we
make ourselves available!

As sach coûìmittcc bcgan to give
its report, I could sec that our organi-
zation was not only supporting the
missionary work of The Church of
Jesus Christ financially, but also our
membership was taking on the role of
participating in the missionary work
with its tinle and skills, Young people
were anxious to give up their summer
vacations to assist with the Vacation
Bible School in San Carlos, after
touring the west coast as a GMBA
choir. A second Youth in Action tour
will assist with a Vacation Bible
School in the Fort Worth arca. I was
filled with anticipation fo¡ the confer-
ence, which would be hcld the follow-
ing day in the World Confcrcncc
Center.

This was indscd a Conference of
Firsts and I was delighted to play my
small part in the organization. Satur-
day, May 20, 2000, was our first
conference of the new century. Even
as our Chaplain, Brother Isa¡c J.

Smith, opened with scripture from
Ephesians, reminding us to "walk
worthy ofthe vocation ofv)hich ree

have been called. " I could see that
there were those willing ard able to do
just that.

As the officers' reports were
given, Sister Tammy Valenti reviewed
thc work being done on the first history
book of the CMBA that will cover its
first 100 ycars as an auxiliary of the
Church.

The first luncheon for our collcge
studcnts would be held following the
moming meeting. Brother Patrick
Monaghan. Studcnt Support Chairman
reported. The young people would
receive thcir first SSP Lifclinc audio-
tape, containing a sermon and several
songs intendcd to encourage them
while thcy arc away at school.

For the first timc, mcmbers of the
GMBA, Sistcr Mcgan Jackson and
Heathcr Evcrott, will assist sctting up a
Sunday School Program in Peru,
partially supportcd by the GMBA.

The FENCE ProgrÍun gave a
rcport on its first tcachcr-training
workshop that was hcld this past
January. The progranr plans to scll, by
the end of the year, a vidco and work-
book from thc workshop that will
assist tcâchcrs of MBA and Sunday
School classes throughout tho Church.

Our Audio Visual Chairman,
Brothcr M¡tthcw Gchly, rcqucstcd
permission to work on a documcntary
at our CMBA Campout in August,
which will focus on thc Faith and
Doctrine of the Church, thc Sbngs o/
Zion, and, the Latter Days. The
intcrvicw proccss and subscqucnt
documcntary is anothcr first.

Brothcr Brctt and Sistcr Julic
Gibson rcportcd that the first lcsson for
the Light Your Lanp Program, on thc
subjcct of Light, is finishcd and ready
for distribution to intcrcstcd prrlics.

Sistcr Alice Suska rcportcd that
thc Rccognition Pin Program would be
the first GMBA Program to bo trans-
latcd into a forcign language (Spanish)
for use in the missionary ficlds.

Whcn Brothcr Doug Obradovich
rose to tcll us about the Intcmational
MBA (IMBA), it was the first time any
ofus hcard the expericnce had by our
Presidcnt, Brother Paul Aaron
Palmie ri, at the Novcmbcr 1993
GMBA Confcrcncc. In a vision,
Brothcr Paul saw thc wall bchind the

rostrurn disappear and children of
every nation stand behind Brother
Brian Martorana, who was the GMBA
President at the time. He ímmediately
knew that the MBA was meant for the
young people ofevery nation and was
even able to identi$ the nations in the
vision.

In the evening the Kids for Christ
prcsentcd a brief program on spiritual
food, using the food pyramid and
conrparisons with it as the basis for the
presentation. Sister Linda AIi, Sister
Robin Bums and Sistcr Amy Urana
did a wonderful job of relating some-
thing the children are familiar with, to
the spiritual.

The first ever combined choir then
prcsentcd a prograrn with the themo of
"Holy, Holy, Holy." The Penn Mid-
Atlantic and Grcat Lakes Areas
menrbcrship united their voices to
glorifo God.

Brother Jeffrey Giannctti, GMBA
Vice Prcsident, spoke briefly following
the programs, using Matthew l3 as his
tcxt. The Kingdom of Heaven is
irdccd like unto a treasure, he admon-
ishcd us, and Tbc Church ofJesus
Christ is thc pearl ofgreat price! He
concludcd by reminding us to scrvc the
Lord in spirit and in truth.

Apostle Dominic Thomas,
Gcncral Church Presidcnt, introduced
our first nrenrber from thc country of
Colonlbia, Sistcr Rosio Conte, who
borc tcstimony in Spanish, which was
translatcd for the congregation by
Sistcr Julio Gibson. At the conclusion
of Sistsr Rosio's tcstimony, Brother
Paul Aaron Palmieri advised the young
peoplc that if they evcr want to know
what thcy can do to bc a part of the
missionary work ofthe Cburch, think
about boing an interprctor.

rüc thought our cups wero already
full, but as B¡other Paul Ciotti, Sr.,
addrcsscd the congregation on Sunday,
wc kncw that thcre wcro yet more
blcssiugs waiting for the saints.
Brothcr Paul spokc from the 32'd
chaptcr ofJcremiah, tclling us that thc
Kingdom ofGod is like a treasure hid
in a ficld and that the man who found
thc trcasuro wântcd to purchase the
wholc ficld. Brother Paul stated that

(Continued on Page l2)



Ordination in Modesto, CA

By Sister Valerie Dulisse

Brothcr Chuck Dulisse was
ordaincd into thc oñice ofa Dcacon in
The Church of Jesus Christ on MaY
14,2000.

Our Presiding Elder, Brother
Lconard Lovalvo, opcned our service.

He reminded us ofthe fact that Jesus

had spoken of a spiritual organization
that would be built upon thc rock,
which is Jesus Christ. He explained
that the highest calling in the Church is

that ofa faithful mcmber who dies
faithful to God. Brother Leonard went
on to clari$r how thc physical orgrni-
zation of{hc original Church was
establishcd. In thc 4th chaplcr of
Ephesians, thcre is a description of the

attributes ofthe spiritual ofäcers of
Christ's Church. He exhorted us to
walk worthily of our calling in the
Church while explaining how the
calling of a Dcacon lnd come about as

a help to the Mrnistry in taking care of
the needs of the widows and othcr
saints in the homcs and the hospitals, and

the Church would multiply as a result.
Brother Leonard charged Brother

Chuck and the Deacons ofour branch
to fulfill the oflice God has givcn them,

that thc Church would bc blcsscd.
Brother Chuck gavo a tcstinìony

ofhis expcrience. Several morlths ago,

he had set aside timo for prayer with
some brothers in the Church to discem
whcthcr it was God's will he continue
in the military. He had a dream that is

as clear in his mind now as the daY he

had the dream. In the drcam, there was
a great destruction; the ground shook,
and opencd up, and the crcvices began
to fill with water. He and Brother
Thomas P. Liberto werc hclping the
youth ofthe Church to clìmb higher
and avoid the danger. More kids were
arriving, and the higbcr they climbcd,
the ground would open up in ntore
places. They reachcd a peak and

continued helping the kids to thc top,

ìv\¡hen he woke, Brother Chuck knew
that his calling was to hclp the Church,
and felt in his heart that God was
showing him that He has a work for
Brother Chuck; that his work was not
in the military.

Brother Leonard asked one to
come forward who fclt the prompting
of t¡e Spirit to wash the feet ofBrother
Chuck. Brother Paul Vinsick, who
gave a very moving prayer, asking God
to guide and direct Brother Chuck in
fulfilling his calling, washcd his feet.

Brother Leonard Lovalvo laid hands on
Brother Chuck for the ordination as a
Deacon in The Church ofJesus Christ.
Hc askcd God to givc our brothcr
wisdom, love and a grcater portion of
His Spirit.

Wo ask also for your praYers for
Brother Chuck as he begins his work
for the Lord in this ncw capacity as a
Dcacon.

The Denver, Colorado
Mission Update

Ry l{alte r Jankowski

Grcctiugs from the saints in thc
Mile FIigh Mission of Dcnve r, Colo-
rado. \{e arc alive, wcll and blessed

by the Lord. Time has gone by and it's
been a good year for us. We have been

blessed with two visits from the saints '

tlis year.
On March 19, 2000, Brother

Randy and Sister Jill Ciccati and their
children, Austin ard Carly, visited us

from Minnesota. Brother Randy spoke

to us from Alma 26 and helPed us to
focus on the blessings that God has

given us with the hope of more to
come. It was uplifting for us to see our
brotåer and sister again, and their visit
was one ofthe blessings that God gave

us early in the year.
More blessings camo our way

whcn ten brothers and sisters from the

Omaha, Nebraska Mission took the
time to spend a weekend with us on
June l0-l l, 2000. Brother Clifton and

Sister Valerie Wells and their daugh-

ters Christina and Joy, Sisters Dorothy
Millcr, Joyce Mohl, Lavcmc Harris.
Mary Harris, Claudia Wright and

Brother Todd Wright all made the trip.
In addition, Sistcrs Jennic and Lori
Schmitt and Edie Blazer and Brother
Jim Schmitt were here from New
Jersey celebrating the b¡rth of Sister
Doreen and Ross Dino's daughter,
Isabclla Loren, Also visiting wcre
Brother Tony and Sister Rose Palermo
frorn Phocnix, Arizona. It was like a
nrini conlcrcnce and those of us from

The New Jersey, omaha, Nebraska, and Ar¡zona vis¡t to Denver, colorado
Miss¡on, June 10-1 I ' 

2000.
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tle Denver Mission really appreciated
.. the support.

On Saturday, we had a season of
song a¡d testimoDy relating a little
about who we wer€ a¡d how wc came
to meet the Lord. Sunday's mecting
began with the blessing oflsabella
Lorcn Dino who was an answered
prayer for her parents, Sister Doreen
and Ross. B¡other Clifton then spoke
to us very powcrfully whcn he pro-
nounced, "Who shall declare the gcn-
eration of thc Lord" from the Prophet
Isaiah's words. Brothcr Todd followed
by rcminding us ofthe Lord's Sermon
on the Mount to keep us focused and
prepared to dcclarc Christ's coming.

rüc thank the Ciccati's from
Mirulesota and all of the saints from
Ornaha, the brothers and sisters from
New Jersey and Arizona in remember-
ing and supporting us. Wc all rniss our
branch affiliations and, at times, it's
difficult and loncly with just a fcw
people in these remote p¡acos, but the
Lord provides weekends as He did
where wc can get energized in FIis
Spirit and uplifted for whatever tlìo
Ârture may hold. Keep Minnesoüa,
Omaha, Nebraska and Dcnvcr, Colo-
rado in your prayers and, if the Lord
can provide you a way, any and all of
tbese missíons would appreciatc a visit
whcre we can fellowship togcther.
God blcss you all.

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Cotellesse, Jim and Sandy
3085 Signature Blvd.-Apt. A
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734-669-9363

DeRoo, Chris and Rebckah
I1640 6lst. Ave. Pl.
Blue Grass, lA 52726
3I9-3 8l -8865

Lovalvo, Jcnnifer
159 Sheffield Dr.
Saline, MI 48t76
734-944-t080

Vucinich, Mary
105 Linmar Homes
Aliquippa, PA t 5001
724-857-0s92

Note of Thanl<s

I wa-nt to thank everyone for all
the beautiful gct-well cards, written
messages, and phone calls I received
since my baptism. It brought me both
joy and tears to know how much you
carc for me. You have shone the pure
Iove of Jesus Christ. May God bless
you.

Brothcr Nick Zinzi,lr.

Welcolne
Cont¡nued from Page 3

Q, Do Elders prepare their
sermons in advance?

A. The Elders ofThe Church of
Jesus Christ spcak undcr the inspira-
tion of God, allowing the Spirit to
direct their words, such that the con-
gregation may be fed spiritually,
therefore they spca.k from no prepared
text. God alone knows what sermon
should be preached on any given day,
so we lcave it to His all-knowing
judgment. Paul wrote to Timothy,
"All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is proJìtable þr doctrine ,

for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness: Thal the man of
God nay be perfcct, thoroughly
ftrnished unlo all good works"
(lI Timothy 3:16-17).

Q. Do the Elders ofthe Church
get paid?

A. The Eldcrs are not paid any
moncy for thcir work in the Gospel of
Jcsus Christ. Each lrolds a rcgularjob
to make a living for himsclf and his
family. Jcsus said, 'freely ye have
received, freely gtv¿" (Matthcw l0:8).
Paid ministry is not at all consistcnt
with our belief that truth must be
brought forth. Paul faced this situation
with the Corinthians, "Have I commit-
led an of.fense in abasing myse( that
ye might bc exalted, because I have
preached to you the gospel of God
freely? I robbed other churches,
laking wcrgcs of the m, to do you

service. And when I wãs present with
you, anrl wanled, I was chargeable to
no man" (II Corinthians ll:7-9).

Q. How does someone become
an Elder?

A. A man does not choose to
become ar Elder; only those who are
callcd by God are ordained into thc
ministry; "And no man takerh fuis
honour unto himself but he that is
callad of God" (Hebrews 5:4). God
revcals Himself to the Pricsthood of the
Church who should be called ard
ordaincd into the Pricsthood.

6. Queslions thar may arise when
tcstimonies are given in lhe meetings.

Q. What is the purpose of
testimony? Why is it done weekly?

A, The testirnony portion of the
mecting givcs thc members ofthe
congrcgation thc opportunity to praise
God opcnly for what Hc has done for
them. As David wrote, "praise the
Lord þr His goodne ss, and for His
wondcrful works to the children of
mcn! Let them exalt Him also in the
congregalion olthe people, and praise
H¡m in the assembly of the elders"
(Psalns 107:31-32). It is done gvery
week bccause God blesses us continu-
ally and should be praiscd as often as
possìblc, "I irill hope continually, and
will yet praise lhee more and more"
(Psalns 7l:14).

Q, Are only members of the
church allowed to testify?

A. Everyone has a reason to
praise God, so all are given tho oppor-
tunity to tcstiry. "Praise lhe Lord, all
yc Gcntilcs; and laud Him, all ye
pcoplc " (Rornans l5:l l).

7. Queslions lhat may arise if
soncone requests the Elders to pray
for lhcm?

Q. For what reasons do people
request the Elders to pray for them?

A. Pcople who are physically ill
or spiritually troubled may rcquest that
the Eldcrs lay hands on them to ask
God to rclicvc theìr afî1ìctions. "Is any

(Cont¡nued on Page 10)



Welcome
Cont¡nued from Page I

sick among you? Let him call for the

aldcrs of thc church; antl lel lhem pray
for hin, anointing him with oil in lhe
-name 

of thc Lord: and lhe PraYcr of
faith sñall savc the sick: and the Lord
"shall 

raise him uP: and if he have

committcd s¡ns, thcy shall be þrgivcn
him" (lames 5:14- l5).

Q. What determines whether or
not the person is anointed with oil?

A. Oil is uscd if thc Pcrson is

physically ill. If thc prayer is for
ipiritual uplifting, oil is not uscd
':Confcss your faulls on( to anothcr.
and pray one for anothcr, lhcrl yc may

bc hcaled. T'he effecnølfenent
praycr ofa righteolß mdn ovailclh
much" (James 5 .16) .

Q. WhY do all the elders laY

their hands oIr the person instead of
iust the one wllo is PraYing?" A Thc Eldcrs all lav thcir hands

on the individual for whom thcY are

praying to indicâtc (hat thcy arc unitcd
in thcir faith and dcsirc that thc
ocrson's afTlictiott would bc hcalcd.

"'Bcholrl, how gootl and how pl.'asant

it is for brcth?n to dwcll toge lh,'r in
rrtry./" (Psalm 133;l).

Q. Who is the man who sets uP

the chairs where individuals sit
while being praycd uPon?

A. The man sccn PrcParing the

building for thc various scgmcnts of
the servicc is called a Dcacon and is

ordaincd to assist the Church bY

looking aftcr thc gcncral conrfort ofthe
membership. The Acts of thc Apostlcs

describes how thc disciplcs nccdcd men

to serve in this capacity altd rclicve the

ministry of that rcsponsibility. Thcy
looked ?or " mcn of honest rePort, full
of thc HolyGhosl and wisùom"
(Acts 6:3). Stcphcn wrs one ofthe
mcn chosen to be a Dcacon.

8. Queslions thol moY arise
d ring lhe ordinance ofsacrament.

Q. \r'Vhat is the PurPose of the
sacrament?

A. Thc purPosc of sacramc¡rt is

to rcmembor the sacrifice that Jcsus

made for us, that His body was brokcn

a¡d FIis blood spilt to atone for our
sins and give us the oppolunity to gain

etemal life with God. When Jesus set

thc cxamplcs at thc Last SuPPcr, He

statcd thc purpose vcry simply "tåis do

in remcmbrance of Me" (Lùc 22:19'¡.

Q. WhY are bread and wine
used?

A. Jcsus used bread to represent

His body and wine to rcprescnt His
blood, so we use bread and wine as

wcll. We sec no reason to dcviate from
thc cxanrolc Jcsus sct thc night bcforc
His crucifixion, "He took braad, and
yavc thanks, and brakc il' and gavc

lnto the m, saying, 'l'his is My bodY

which is givcn fnr you" (Luke 22:19).

"and he took lhe cuP and gave thanks

and said, T'ake this, and divide it
among ytntrselves: ITor I say unlo you,

I will not drink tf thcÍru¡t of th! v¡nc,

until the Kingdon of God shall come"
(Lukc 22:17- l8).

Q. Is sacrament served onlY to
members of the church, and if so'
why?' A Ycs. thc Eldcrs will scrvc thc

brcad and wínc only to dutiful nlcm-

bcrs of Thc Clrurch of Jcsus Christ.

Paul wrote, "he that eateth and drink'
elh unworthily, cûlelh qnd drinkclh
dûmnation to himse(, nol disccrning
thc I.orJ's bodY" (l Corinthians
I l:29). Nonc arc worthY ofthcnr-
sclvcs: Jcsus makcs us worthy Thus.

uutil á porson has acccptcd Jcsus in thc

wav or¡r Church bclicvcs, thcy cannot

,ccLive conlmunion from our Eldcrs.

We do not nìcân to cause anY offcnse

amonq our visitors. Wc PraY thxt
.on,"ã"u all who dcsirc to ptrticipatc
with us iill bc in a position to do so.

g. Qucstions thctt maY arise if
one of the folktwing spccial situalions
arise.

Q. How does so¡neone become

a membcr of The Church of Jesus

Christ?
A. A pcrson bcconres a mc¡lber

ofThc Church of Jesus Christ bY

obcying thc words ofJcsus, "Ziccpt ø
man bc born ofwatar and of lhc

Spiril, he cannot enler inlo lhe King-
dom ofCod" (John 3:5). AnYonc

dcsirine to ioin thc Church is baptized
(born oiwãtcr), aflcr which thc Eldcrs
lav hands on them for reccption ofthe
Hály Ghost (bom of the Spirit).

Q. How is baPtism Performed?
A. Members of The Church of

Jesus Christ are baptized in the same

wav Jcsus was baPtizcd bY John the

Baitist; thcy are complctely immcrscd

in in oocn. frec flowing, bodY of
watcr.'John thc Baptist said. "I indeed

baDl¡ze vou w¡th u/aler unlo rcpcn-
taice " '(Matthcw 3:Il\"'And Jcsus,

whcn Hc was baPtized, wenÍ uP

straightway out of lhc water: and Io.

thc hTavcns we re oPe ncd unto Him"
(Matthew 3:16). See also Acts 9:26-

39.

Q, What is the PurPose of fcet

washing? How often is it Performed?

A. By washing each other's feet,

wc dcmonslratc humilitY and our
fccling that onc person is not bett€r

than anothcr, and therefore we perform

this ordinance four times per year'

Again wc follow the examPle set bY

Jisus, "Hc poureth watèr inlo a basin,

and bagan to wash thc disciplcs' fcet,
and to wioc rhe m with the towel
whcrtwith Hc was girdcd" (Jobn

l3:5). Wlcn Hc was finishcd, Hc told

thcm, "lf I than, Your Lord and
Maslcr, have washed Your feet; Ye
also ought lo wash one another's feet.
For I have given You an examPle, lhal
vc shotld do as I have done lo Yott"
itonn l::t+-t5¡. whcn Pctcr at first
icfuscd to participatc. Jcsus answcred

ltitn, " lf I wash thac not' thou hasl no

port with Mc" (John l3:8)

Q. What does it mean when
someone stands and sPeaks in a

tongue thnt cannot be understood?
A. Whcn somconc speaks ln ar

unknown tonguc, this is known as the
"Cift ofTongucs" and is gcncrally
followcd bv an inlcrprctation, given by

anothcr pcison who has heard the

words in English (or whatevcr lan-
guagc hc happens to undcrstand). Thc
gift oftongucs and intcrprotâtion arc

istcd anrong thc spiritual gifis in



Paul's writing to the Corinthians: "to
anolher (is given) divers Hnds of
tongues; to another the interpretation
of tongues" (I Corinthians l2:10).
The message from God is generally in
the form of instruction, admonishment
or encouragement to His servants.

Q. What does it mean when
someone stands and says, uThus

søíth the Lord" followed by a mes-
sage? Is this the same as the gift of
tongues?

A. When someone stands and
begins his speech with, "Thus saith lhe
Lord," this is known as "speaking in
the Spirit" and is not the same as the
gift of tongues. Many of the Bible's
prophecies came while prophets were
speaking in the Spirit. Isaiah said,
"The Spirit of the Lord God is upon
ze" (Isaiah 6l:l).

10. Queslions lhat mayarise
conce rni n g s c rip tu res.

Q. What are the scriptures that
the Church uses?

A. The Church of Jesus Christ
accepts the Bible (King Jamcs Version)
and the Book of Morrnon as divinely
inspired Holy Scriptures. In preparing
this pamphlct, we used only passages
from the Bible to support our re-
sponses. Book of Mofrnon passages
could have been quoted as wcll, but we
chose not to use them, as people who
read this probably do not presently
believe in the Book of Mormon. It is
beyond the scope of this pamphlet to
fully explain why we accept the Book
of Mormon. Briefly, it is a record of
the descendants ofJoseph, one ofthe
l2 sons of Israel, and chroniclos thcir
history in the land of Amcrica. Ezckiel
made reference to the Bible (stick of
Judah) and Book of Mormon (stick of
Joseph,) advising to "join thcm one to
anolher inlo one s¡ick, and they shalt
become one in thine hand" (Ezckicl
37:16-17). The original platcs contain-
ing the text of the book were found in
the ground, fulfrlling David's proph-
ecy, "Truth shall spring out of the
earlh" (Psalms 85:l l). If you are
interested in hearing more about our
belief in the Book of Mormon, please
let us know and we will be happy to
explain it in more detail.

Q. If you believe in the Book of
Mormon, doesn't that make you a
Mormon?

A. If you believe in the Old
Testament does that make you a Jew?
Absolutely not. If you believe in the
Bible, does that necessarily make you a
Catholic? Of course not. The Church
of Jesus Christ has no connection
whatsoever with the Mormon church
and docs not dcfcnd its actions in any
way. We do wish to point out that the
activities for which the Mormons are
criticizcd (i.e., multiplc wives) are
strictly prohibitcd by the Book of
Mormon. We ask that any judgmcnts
of the Mormon church be put aside
whcn cvaluating thc Book of Mormon.

I l. Questions that will arise if
you havc ftrthcr inle rcst in the
Church.

Q. Where can I get more
information about The Church of
Jesus Christ?

A. Thc Eldcrs and/or Tcachcrs of
thc Church will be ablc to ¿lnswcr any
furthor qucstions you may havc about
thc Church. A Teachcr is anothcr
ordaincd oflicc that God sct in tlrc
Church, "God hath sct some in lhe
church, f rs I apos I les, seconda ri ly
prophcts, thirdly teachers. . . " (I
Corinthians 12:28).

Q. How do I decide if The
Church of Jesus Christ is the right
church for me?

A. Wc invitc you to go to God in
prayer and ask Him to dircct you in
rcgard to dccisions about thc Church.
Jamcs said, "If any of you lack wis-
dom, Iet him ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be givcn him" (Janrcs l:5).
Many of our mcnrbcrs came to The
Church of Jcsus Christ in this way.
God will not mislcad you; put your
trust in Him!

(fhis article is the panphlet
enlilled, Wclcome to Thc Church of
Jcsus Christ, authored by Evangelist
Jerry Valenti and published by'l'he
Church ofJesus Christ-Edi tor's
note.)

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

As we consider The Church of
Jesus Christ and what it means in our
lives, please bear in mind it possesses
many gifts that the Lord wanted His
people to experience and spiritually
enjoy as they serve Him in spirit and in
truth.

Think of the gifts of the Lord.
We have expcricnced and witnessed
many if not all of them. A few of these
gifts are: the gift of tongues, the
intcrprctation of tongues, healings,
angel administration, visions, dreams,
disccrnmcnt of spirits, and the gift of
the Holy Ghost. Many religious
tcachcrs will tell you that thcse gifts
and blcssings wcre for apostolic times.
Thc Lord docs not work that way
today. Nothing could be furthcr from
thc truth. Kindly rcmcmbcr the Lord is
thc sanre ycstcrday, today and forever.
His tcachings and workings ¿rmong
mcn arc no diffcrcnt today than
yestcrday. Hc wants us to expcrience
His hcavcnly gifts and manifestations.
We can truthfully say wc have experi-
enccd and continuc to cxpericnce His
gifts and blcssings. This is The
Church of Jcsus Christ.

Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6

where thicvas do not break through
and steal. But lay upfor yourselves
lredsures in heaven, where ncither
moth nor rust corntpl and where
lhicves do not break through nor
sleal. Iior whcre your lreasure is,
thcrc will your haart be also. "

Yct, it is in our human nature to
gct distractcd by thc things around us
and to forgct to take tims with the
things inside of us. We espccially need
to takc time ovcr and over every day to
think about all the bcautiful, good
things that God givcs us and to thank
Him. All God wants us to do is to love
Him with all our hcarts and to treat
othcrs as we would bc trcatcd. He
lovcs us cach. Hc carcs for you.

With lovc,
Sistcr Jan



Obituaries

l{e wish lo express our sympalhy to those who mourn

rhe loss of loved ones. May God bless and comfort you'

MARY D' ANTONIO TAMBURRINO

Sister Mary D'Antonio Tamburrino, a member of the

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch, passed away to.her

treauenty ieward ón June 26,2000' Sister Mary is survived

by her husband, Brother Dan; her mother, Sister Sabina

D'Antonio; two sons, Kenneth and Gary; three sisters,

Sisters Joan Gibson, Eva Ondik and Elizabeth Eiler; four
grandchildren and fou r great-grandchildren.

JAMES "JC'' KIRSCHNER

James "JC" Kirschner, of thc Monongahela, Pennsyl-

vania Branch and the son of the late Apostle Sam and Sister

Ruth Kirschner, passed on to his etcrnal reward on June 21,

2000. He was pieceded in death by a brother, Vernon and a

sister, Ruth Beátrice. "JC" is survived by five brothcrs,

Samuel, Norman, Paul, William and Brothcr Karl; one

sister, Sistcr Charlotte Olexa, and several nicccs and nephews'

GIOV.ANNI "JENNIE" BENYOLA PURKALL

Sister Giovanni "Jennie" Bcnyola Purkall, a mcmber of
the Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch, passed on to her heav-

enly rcward on July 7 ,20i0. Sister Jcnnie was preccdcd in

death by her husband Brother Sam and a daughter, Sister

Regina Davella. She is survivcd by one daughter, Sister

Vary faragasso; two sons, Julius "sonny" Purkall and

David Purkall; elcven grandchildren and tcn grcat-
grandchildren.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phonc

Children Blessed

Jacnl-ee Kerchner, son of Heather Jane Kerchner, was

blessed on March 5, 2000 in the Glassport, Pennsylvania

Branch.
Jalen Dru Koontz, son of Alicia Nolfi and Brad

Koontz, was blessed in the Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch

on March 12,2000.
Julia Giovannone Raub, daughter of Sister Carrie

Giovannone-Raub and Leo Raub, was blessed on October 3,

1999, in the LibertY, Ohio Branch.

Baptisms

Mary Rosalcs was baptized in the Modesto, California

Branch on April 16, 2000. She was baptized by Brother

Joseph Ciarolla and she was confirmed by Brother Tony

Picciuto.
Owen Wilcoxson was baptized on April 16, 2000 in

the Modcsto, California Branch. He was baptized by 
-

Brother Joseph Ciarolla and he was confirmed by Brother

Joscph Lovalvo.'Alex Tapia was baptized on April 16, 2000 in the

Modesto, Caiifornia Branch' He was baptized by Rrother

Louis Parravano and confirmed by Brother Leonard

Lovalvo.

GMBA
Continued from Page 7

we have the right of redemption and the right of inheritance'

Jcsus paid it ai for us and the gifts belglg to us' He asked,

"What slands belween us and God?" Wewere encouraged

to make the bcst of the time we havc on this earth and that

ihe Restored Gospel is the treasure of the saints' He warned

us to be careful nbt to ctoss the boundaries of the land'

While the Lord will take us back if we do stray, we will
surely bear the scars ofour actions'

'Brother Panfilo DiCenzo sang, We Shall Sing on the

Mountain of the Lord, after which Brother Joel Gehly

affirmed that the Lord knows us all by name, just as He

knew Nephi by his name in Helaman, l0ù chapter, 6ù verse'

At the conclusion of Brother Joel's remarks, Sister Rosanne

Champine sang, Delermined,which was very fitting'
Ápostle Pãul Palmieri, GMBA Liaison Ofücer, spoke

to thc young people after they sang a few songs for us'. He

thcn oifcreõá sp'ecial prayer for them. Brother Dominic

Thomas .orntneït.d on ttl. unity he felt during this weekend'

To conclude a marvclous weckend, Brother Andrew Gehly

requcsted baptism.' 
Perhaps you can now see why I am excited to be a

member of ttrõ tr¿gA and why I get so excitcd about attend-

ing confcrcnces. Join us in November and be part of the

excitcmont!
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The Role of a Missionary

Are you a missionary? Have
you ever wanted to be a missionary?
Have you ever thought what kind of a
nissionary you would be if you were

given an opportunity? If you ever
pondered these questions, then this
article is for you.

When we think of missionaries,
one cannot help going to the Book of
Mormon and recalling the story of
Alma and the sons of Mosiah. These
four men were some of the greatest
missionaries the world had ever seen,
and through their efforts they brought
thousands ofsouls to repentance and
belief in God. What was their secret
to success? How did they become
great missionaries? Let's examine
their story and find out how we can
become like them.

Their story begins in Mosiah 27
with Alma (the son of Alma) and the
four sons of Mosiah, Ammon, Aaron,
Omner, and Himni, who were not
members of the Church, going about
destroying the Church of the Lord,
which was in many locations
throughout the land. Alma was a

lreat speaker, and with his ability, he
red away many of the people from the
Church, convincing them to do all
manner of iniquity.

One day as he and the sons of
Mosiah were going about rebelling

against God, an angel of the Lord
appeared unto them, and they became
so frightened that thcy fell to the
earth. The angel told Alma to stand
before him, and asked him "why
persecutest thou the church of God?"
The angel told him that the Lord had
heard the prayers ofthe brothers and
sisters and also of his father Alma and
that he had comc to them to convince
them of the power and authority of
God.

Aftcr the angel departed, Alma
and the sons of Mosiah fcll again to
the earth, realizing that it was only the
power of God that could have shaken
the earth and caused it to tremble as

though it would part asunder. Alma
was so frightcncd by this expcricnce
that he bccame dumb whcre he could
not speak, and he could not move his
hands.

The people thcn carrisd him and
laid him bcfore his father and re-
hearsed unto his father all that had
happened unto thcm. His father then
gathercd togcthcr the ministry and
they bcgan to fast and pray. Aftcr
two days, Alma's strcngth came back
to him and he stood up and said, "l
have rcpcntcd of my sins, and have
bccn rcdccmcd of the Lord; bchold I
am born of thc Spirit."

From this time on Alma and the

sons of Mosiah traveled throughout thc
land telling all the people what had
happened to them, and preached the
word of God in much tribulation being
greatly persecuted by those who were
unbelievers, being smitten by many of
them.

After this, the sons of Mosiah had
a desire to go up to the land of Nephi
to preach the word of God to their
brethren the Lamanites. After receiv-
ing permission from their father the
King, they embarked on theirjourney.
Alma on the other hand stayed behind
working very diligently in the Church,
and bccame the first Chief Judge over
the pcople of Nephi.

Alma l7:8-l l, "And lhus lhey
departed into the wilderness wilh lheir
numbers which they had selected, to
go up to the land of Nephi, to preach
lhe word o.f God unlo lhe Lamaniles.
And it came to pass lhat they iour-
neyed many days in lhe wilderness,
and theyfasted much and prayed
much that the Lord would grant unlo
lhem a portion of his spirit to go wilh
them and abide with lhem, lhat lhey
night be an instrument in the hands of
God to bring, if it were possible, lheir
brelhren, lhe Lamanites, lo the
knowlcdge of the truth, to lhe knowl-
edge of the basencss of the traditions
of thcir þthers, which were not
correcl. And ¡t came lo pass lhal the

(Continued on Page 3)
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Follow Me

By Apostle V. J. Lovalvo

No person can ever bc a good
leader of men unless he has at one
time or another learned to take orders
from his superiors and followcd them
implicitly. Jesus Christ, the Greatest
Leader of all mcn, only became such
because He submitted His will to the
Father's. This leads us to my tcxt this
morning, entitlcd "Follow Me."

He said, "I musl work the works

Apostle V. James Lovalvo

of him lhal senl me . . . He that
receivelh you receivelh me, and he
lhal receivelh me, receiveth him that
senl me. And he thal sent me is wilh
me: the Føther hath not left me
alone;þr I do always those things
that please him. "

Need I quote more to show that
Jesus had been commissioned by God,
the Father, to relay the true plan of

redemption to the world? Scripture is
full of facts that the Son, Jesus, was
submissive to the Father at all times.
This was so even to the end, when in
the garden of Gethsemane, He endcd
His prayer by saying, " . . . Father, if
this cup may nol pass awayfrom me,

except I drink it, thy will be done. "
Having shown the Father that He

was willing to abide in His (the
Father's) will, Jesus then became
commissioncd to tell others to follow
Him. To the lowly fishermen of
Galilee, He spoke and said, " . . . Fol-
low me, and I will make youfshers
of men."

To Matthcw, thc Publican,
Jamcs and John, and to many others,
the inviting words, "Follow Me,"
struck a dccp and responsive chord in
thcir hcarts, so that thcy lcft thcir
various labors and mcckly and
submissivcly followed the Master.
They asked no qucstions but rcver-
ently bclicvcd that Jcsus would not
bctray thcir trust in Him. Thcy
forsook all so that thcy might prove
worthy followcrs of the Lord.

The fcw short years they spent
as followers of the Grcat Teacher
were mcrcly a schooling to make them
grcat lcadcrs of mcn. Willingly, they
sat at His fcct, while from His gra-
cious lips pourcd forth words of
divine wisdom. "Behold, I send you

þrlh as sheep in the midsl of wolves:
be ye thercþre wise as serpenls, and
harmless as doves. " Thcir souls
thrillcd to thc ncw and bcautiful
doctrine of the Mastor. No greater
words had thcy heard than those such
as "Blessed are lhe poor in spirit:
Blessed are lhc meek . . . "

While they drank His words as

from a fountain, they could not

visualize that following Him would
bring not onlyjoy and happiness but (
sadness, persecution, and eventually,
death. The Master sought to make it
plain that following Him would mean
to be hated by the world, despised by
all who would not hearken to the
Gospel. Notwithstanding all this,
however, Jesus also sought to imbed
in their hearts that, after their days on
earth were spent, a mansion ofglory
awaited them.

A young mÍul once said to Him,
" . .. Master,Iwillþllow thee

whilhersoever lhou goesl. And Jesus
saith unto him, Theþxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of man hath not where lo
lay his head. "

Following Jesus would mean
hardships and sufferings. He told
them so.

"Blessed are ye, when men shall
revile you, and persecule you, and
shall say all manner of evil against
youþlsely, þr my sake.

"Rejoice, and be exceeding
glad:þr great is your reward in I

heaven: þr so perseculed they the
prophets which were beþre you."

The Disciples did not fully
realize these things until the Lord was
taken from them. When they became
leaders, staunch pillars of the Church,
they understood more fully what Jesus
had told them.

Their faith and confidence, which
were strengthened after the Day of
Pentecost when the Holy Ghost was
given to thcm, did not falter. With
dctermination born of love for Him,
who had died for them, they faced the
world boldly proclaiming the risen
Christ.

Throughout their lives, whether
in sorrow or grief, whether in anguish
or pain, whether in chains or in
dungeons, they could hear the voice of
the Master, " . . . Follow me, and I
will make youfshers of men. " The
prisons could not hold them, and even
martyrdom could not still the voices of
these heroic men who were willing to
follow Jesus even unto death.

When trouble assailed them, they
could always hear, " . . . If any man
will come after me, lel him deny
himsclf, and take up his cross, and
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þllow me." T\e crosses which they
were called upon to bear, became light
when they remembered the cross He
had to bear for them. They endured
all manner of persecutions, because
they knew He loved them. Because of
this, they were willing to follow Him
unto death.

The Prophet Isaiah said, He
came to give light to the blind and to
heal the broken hearted. How many
people came to Him for deliverance
from sickness! He turned no one

away. The ones who were broken
hearted were made to rejoice.

Mary and Martha mourned their
brother Lazarus' death. Their only
joy was gone. There was no grief like
theirs. When they buried Lazarus,
their hearts were buried, too. Their
friends sought to comfort them, but to
no avail. Then Jesus came! He
brought peace. He restored joy to
their hearts by resurrecting Lazarus.
When He stood by the tomb, He wept
and they said of Him, " . . . Behold
how he loved him!"

My radio friends, let me tell you
this morning that Jesus loves you, too.
Are there any of you who are sad and
weary, sick and afflicted and broken
hearted? Come to Jesus. He loves
you ¿rs no one else does.

Are you following Jesus all the
way, or are you content to have a lip
worship? Is your following the Lord
just a matter of going to church and
then spending the rest ofthe day or
evening in some forbidden place? Do
not be content with just saying, "I go
to church once a week." Rather, I
advise you to come and leam more of
Him. The Church of Jesus Christ
welcomes all regardless of race, color,
or creed. In the Church, which I
represent, you will find the true
followers of the Lord, who have borne
their crosses and who have a living
testimony that Jesus lives!

To you who are burdened with
sin, I say, come to Jesus. He loves
you, also. Cast on Him your burden.
Open your hearts to Him who died for
you. Be like Bartimeus of old,
described in St. Mark l0:47-52, who
did not make the noise and din of the
multitude stop him. Over and above
the noise of the crowds, Jesus heard a

voice saying, " . . . lhou son of David,
have mercy on me. " 'Who was this
calling? No one else cared, but Jesus

did. He heard blind Bartimeus
calling, " . . . lhou son ofDavid. . ."
When Jesus drew near, He asked,
" . . . what wilt thou that I should do
unlo thee? " What else could
Bartimeus ask than for the greatest
physicaljoy, " . . . Lord, that I might
receive ny sight. " Jesus gave him his
sight immediatcly. You, too, my
friends, might be like Bartimeus. Are
you sure you see spiritually? If not,
do not lct the din and noise of sin and
transgression detain you. Let your
voices arisc up until Jcsus stops by
you, also.

I invite you to become a follower
of Jcsus in spirit and in truth. Pcter,

Jamcs, John, and the othcr disciples
did not lct thc world stop thcm. They
followcd Jcsus rcgardlcss of pain or
persccution. Thcy wcrc callcd
fishermcn. Thcy let out the nct day
and night, untiringly. The scas at
timcs bccame rough and troublcsome;
but thcy rcmcmbcrcd that, one time
whcn the winds and thc waves wcre
about to swallow thcm, thcy turncd to
Jcsus and said, " . . . Masler, caresl
lhou nol thal we perish? " Thcy
rcmcmbcrcd how He arosc and
rcbukcd thc winds and thc waves,
" . . . Peace be slill. " r{nd they wcre
calm.

Now, also undcr frcry trials, they
oftcn fclt the rcassuring words,
" . . . Peace, be slill. " The winds and
wavcs of pcrsccution, gricf, and
sorrow wcre stillcd. Thcy wcnt
upward and onward. Undcr evcry and
all circunrstanccs, thcy hcard thc all
inspiring words, "Follow Me, Follow
Mc!"

My dcar fricnds, rcmcntbcr, to
follow Him is to havc life etcrnal. To
follow Hinr is to enjoy pcace and rest
of soul. In conclusion, I quote the
undying plea and promise of the
Mastcr,

"Come unlo me, all ye lhat
Iabour and are heavy laden, and I
will give you rcst.

"Take my yoke upon you, and
lcarn of me; for I am meck and lowly
in haart: and ye shall f nd rcsl unlo
your souls.

"Ilor nly yoke is easy, and
my bu,rden, ís ligltt."

(This sermon by Apostle V. J.
Lovalvo is lakenfrom theBookof
Sermons, published by The Church of
Jesus Christ-Edi lor's nole.)

Role of a Missionary
Continued from Page I

Lord did visit them v,ith his Spirit,
and said unlo lhem: Be comþrled.
And they were comþrted. And the
Lord said unto them also: goþnh
among the Lamanites, lhy brethren,
and establish my word; yet ye shall
be patient in long-sufering and
afllictions, lhat ye may show þrth
good examples unto lhem in me, and
I will make an instrument of thee in
my hands unlo lhe salvalion of many
souls. "

With this the brothers separated
one from another and went out to
preach unto the Lamanites. Many
timcs thcy were chascd out of differ-
ent citics, many timcs thcy were
thrown into prisons, but with all this
opposition, thcy rcmaincd faithfu I to
thcir calling.

Fourtccn ycars later as they were
rcturning home, after converting
thousands of souls unto God, they met
Alma on thc road.

Alma l7:2, "Alma did rejoice
exceedingly lo see his brelhren; and
what added more lo his joy lhey were
still his brelhren in lhe Lord."

What a wondcrfulstory of
succcss in thc ministry of these men.

But what wcrc thc keys to thcir
succcss? Lct's examinc again thcir
story.

l. They were fully converted.
After they were struck down to the
earth by an angcl ofthe Lord, there
was no doubt in their mind of the
power and authority of God. Thcy
were brought to an undeniablc
knowlcdge that all men had to repent
of their sins, or thcy could not enter
into the Kingdom of God. So great

(Continued on Page 10)



4 October, 2000

A mossrge
from fhf
$evenúy

The year 2000 was one of the best
years cver for the Gcneral Missionary
Benevolent Association Youth-in-
Action Program. Now in its seventh
year, this GMBA program, which
organizes missionary oricntcd activities
for young pcople aged l5-25 at
established Church locations, enjoyed
unprccedented success as God truly
poured down His blessings upon all
who participated. The statistics are
impressivc, l3 baptisms, numcrous
miraculous healings and countless
visions and othcr expcriences, but we
are also thrilled that many good sccds

were sowlr which should lcad to addi-
tional rcaping in the future.

In Texas, the group numbcrcd
almost thirty some days, including tcn
to twclve visiting young pcople, seven

to eight adults and those from Fort
Worth who participatcd. The group
travclcd about ninc hours south one
weekend to visit Laredo, Tcxas whcre
the Gospel has been recently intro-
duced. As a result of the weckend of
mcetings, six pcople were baptizcd;
five from Laredo and one young man
from Michigan namcd Jason Machnik
who was travcling with the group.

Jason's testimony is quite power-
fu|. Not active in the Church, he came
to Texas to vacation with relatives and
was unexpectcdly drafted to participate
with the YIA group. In Larcdo, he was
blessed with three visions; one of a
dead flowcr coming back to life;
another of an angel stabbing him in the
heart with a knife which unlcashcd a

black substancc from his heart, and the
third of chains bcing broken from one
of the mcn who was prayed for and
subscquently asked for his baptism.

IN FORT WOR'TTI

Back in Fort Worth, the YIA
young missionaries, led by Brothers
Joe Ignagni and JeffGiannetti, distrib-
utcd about 10,000 flyers, blanketing
the surrounding area. In addition to
bcing invitcd to come to a "Church of
Miraclcs," familics wcre invited to
bring thcir childrcn to a Vacation Bible
School bcing hcld that weck. A total
of thirty-five childrcn attcndcd the
VBS, including twenty-five who had
never been to the Church before.
Several ofthe parcnts attcnded the
Saturday night mccting and other
visitors and inquirics have rcsulted
from thc flycrs as well.

The "Church of Miraclcs" theme
has bccn ongoing in Fort Worth and
was appropriate for this trip as well.
Sistcr Julie Schrocdcr, a vetcran YIA
participant, was hcalcd of partial
dcafncss, which she has had since
birth. Hcr fathcr, Brother Roger, was
hcaled of a ringing in his ear, which he

has suffcrcd for five ycars. On it went,
pcople praycd for and hcalcd. Two
othcrs askcd for thcir baptisms during
thc wcck and were schcdulcd to be
baptizcd aftcr Church on Sunday. It
had bccn dccidcd that thc two new
converts would be confirmcd and
adnrinistcrcd conrmunion at thc water's

A Banner Year for Youth-in-Action

By Evangelist Jerry Valenti
Chairman, GMBA Youth-in-Aclion Program

edge. When packing the leftover bread
at the Church, it was noticed that there
were four pieces remaining. Sure
enough, two more came forth at the
water's edge to be baptized, bringing
the totalto four for the day and ten for
the entire trip.

TWO GO TO PERU

At about the same time that this
group w¿¡s in Texas, Sister Megan
Jackson and Heather Everett traveled
to Peru (with thc YIA sponsoring)
along with Brother Richard Christman
and others. They brought with them
training materials (including some
from the GMBA's F.E.N.C.E. Pro-
gram) for instructing children in an
organized Sunday School and spent the
time working with prospective Sunday
School tsachers there. Thc two young
people were able to put to use their
knowlcdge of the Spanish language and
thcir committee hopes the young people

of thc Church will be able to partici-
pate in othcr future foreign efforts, in
conjunction with the Quorum of 70, as

the Lord directs.
For the final YIA activity of this

year, approximately twenty young
pcople gathercd in California to form a
choir, which was to travel along the
Wcst Coast and perform in various
branchcs. Brother Tony DcCaro
prepared the music for the program
and worked with the group as they
practiced the first day. Right from the

beginning, it was clear that God was
with the group ¿rs scveral participants
wcre healed of afflictions during that
vcry day. Sister Amy Buccellato, who
had a fcatured solo in the program,
was suffcring from severe congestion
in her head that was causing her ear to
pop and her head to hurt whenever she

tried to sing. She was anointed and
hcaled instantly. Shortly after that, she

sang her solo and brought everyone in
the room to tears. Angels were seen

surrounding the group at that time.

FIVE LOCATONS VISITED

The choir, led by Brother Tom
Liberto, prcscnted concerts in Simi

(Continued on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint

The word authority is defined as the power to command, enforce laws, exact obedience,

determine or judge. In our society, police have the authority to enforce and maintain the laws

ofthe land. Thejudges andjudicial system have thc authority to passjudgment and render

sentences to those who violate the law, based on judgments and decisions of the jury.

The Latin \¡/ord or words for authority aÍe auctoritas, auclor, and meaning creator. This
meaning causes us to reflect on the authority of God and His Son, Jesus Christ. They reign

supreme and have the power and authority over all things.

On a number of occasions, they have bestowed this authority to individuals for their divine
purposes. In the Old Testament scriptures, thc Lord appointed Judges to govern the affairs of
israel. He gave Moses authority over the House of Israel, and this authority was manifested
in a number ofways when Moses appeared before Pharaoh. Moses was a direct represontat¡ve

of Almighty God. He had God's power with him and used it for His glory. The rod of Moses

rcpresentcd the power and authority of God. It consumcd thc serpent of Pharaoh's magicians.

It was more powcrful; it had the authority of God.

Prophets such as Samucl, Isaiah, Ezckiel, Elijah, Elisha, Jercmiah, Samuel the Lamanite, Lehi,

and many othcrs had thc samc authority grantcd to thcm. Thcy wcrc also direct rcprescntatives

of Almighty God. The works thcsc mcn of God pcrformcd and accomplishcd could only have

been donc through thc authority of the Lord.

By the authority of God, thcse mcn of God were uscd for His purpose. Isaiah prophesied of
the Rcstored Gospcl and thc gathcring and rcstoration of Isracl. Ezckiel prophcsicd of the two
sticks, the Stick of Judah, rcprcscnting the Bible, and thc Stick of Joscph, which is in thc hand

of Ephraim, rcprcscnting thc Book ofMorïnon. Samucl thc Lamanitc prophcsicd ofthe coming

of the Lord. Lchi prophcs¡cd to thc Israclitcs thc pcnding dcstruction of Jerusalcm.

Jcsus Christ had authority ovcr all things whcn He came to carth. Hc had authority over thc

stormy sea. He had authority to prcach, to hcal thc sick of all manncr of illness, to forgive the

sinncr, and to bring salvation to thc entirc world. By His authority, Hc sct up and organ¡zed

The Church of Jcsus Christ. His Church was ¡nstitutcd so mcn and womcn could scrVe God

in truth, in spirit and in thc manncr the Lord authorizcd. Rcmcmbcr, whcn Jcsus Christ came

to earth, thcrc wcre many rcligious fact¡ons in existcnce. However, thcy were not acceptable.

By His authority, pcoplc wcre forgivcn ofthcir sins and baptizcd for the remission oftheir sins.

PiiortoHis dcparturcaftcrHis rcsurrcction, Hegavc His Apostlcs authoritytobcstowtheHoly
Ghost upon mcmbcrs ofThc Church ofJcsus Christ to lcad, guidc and dircct thcm in all things.

Jcsus Christ grantcd His Apostlcs the authority to prcach His Gospcl and commandcd thcm,
"Go ye thcreþre, and teach all nalions, baplizing lhcm in the name of the Fathcr, ond of the

Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them lo observe all lhings whalsoever I have

commanded you: and, lo, I am wilh you always, even unlo thc end of the world. Amen. "

In thc Book of Mormon, Hc gavc His Disciplcs authority to prcach rcpcntance , forgive, baptize

and bcstow thc Holy Ghost on all convcrts. FIis words wcrc, "Having authority given me of
Jesus Christ, I baptizc you in the ndne of thc Fathcr, and of the Son, and of lhe Holy Ghosl,

Amen."

In both instanccs, thc Ncw Tcstamcnt and thc Book of Mormon, clcarcr words wcre ncvcr

spoken on the authority of Jcsus Christ, and this authority was grantcd to His Ministry that
governs and prcsidcs ovcr thc church that bcars His namc, Thc Church of Jcsus Christ.
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The

Children's

Corner

By Sisler Janet Sleinrock

Dear Boys and Girls,

People change their minds all the

time. One day a friend may become
angry with you and stop showing you
love and care. Another day, they may
want you back. People can be unpre-
dictable. But God is not! God prom-
ises us, "I am the same yesterday,
today and forever."

He has gcntle but firm rules on
how to live happily. When we follow
them, instead of our own will, then we
are loved and safe and happy with one
anothcr. When we do God's will
instead of our o\ryn, we forgive each

othcr and take care ofeach other.
There is so much power in our God of
love.

In the early days of the Bible, one

good man, Abraham, found God and

servcd Him faithfully. Abraham talked
with God. Angcls walked with
Abraham. Whcn his encmies attackcd
his tribe of people, God gave thcm
great power to fight back and save

othsrs.
God gave Abraham two sons and

one promise. He promised Abraham
that his children's children (called
dcscendants) would become a huge
group of pcople. God said thcy would
numbcr more than the sands of thc sea,

and more than the stars of the sky. He
promiscd that He would preserve them

and that a Grcat Dcliverer (Jcsus),

would come forth from them. (Jesus

was from Abraham's son Judah; he

was a Jew.) All the great nations that
persecuted these descendants vanished
into history. Thcir encmies, the
Hittites, Philistines, and Egyptian

Pharaohs are all vanished. But, God's
people live onl

God kept His promise by working
with Abraham's son, Isaac. Isaac had

two sons and God favored the youngest
one, Jacob. Jacob, also called Israel,
became the father of twelve sons who
became the twelve tribes of Israel.
Even after hundreds ofyears passed

and thcn thousands, God's promises
went with these children of Abraham.

One of the promises that interests
us in Thc Church of Jesus Christ is
found in Gcncsis 49, verses 22-26.
Jacob was a powcrful man of God like
his grandfathcr, Abraham. As he lay
dying, he callcd his sons and children
unto him so hc could pray and ask

God's spccial blcssings upon thcm.
This was not just a blcssing for that
day, but was a blessing for centuries to
come.

Jacob put his hand on Joseph's

sons and prophcsicd that the children
of Ephraim would bccome a multitude
of nations (Gcncsis 49:19). And then
hc cxplaincd whcrc thcsc nations of
Joscph would go. Hc said, "Joseph is
a fruitful bough [a branch of a trce,
like Joscph is a branch offof his
fathcr, and offof thc tree trunk of his
grandfathcr Abraham], even a fruitful
branch by a wcll [God's love, like
water will help thcm grow strongl
whose branchcs go over the wall [over
the ocean bccause in the old days,
pcople saw thc occan as a walll. The
archcrs havc sorcly gricvcd him and
shot at him and hatcd him [thcse are
the Native Amcrican tribcs who have

bcen tcrribly persecutcd since Colum-
bus brought white Europeans to take
thcir landl, but his bow abode in
strcngth and thc arms of his hands are

made strong by the ha¡rds of the mighty
God of Jacob [God willprotect and
preserve the Native Americans; and He
has]."

And now we see this prophecy
come true as the Native American
people grow in strength. And we also
know that the Choice Seer will be
coming soon to truly bring the Native
Americans and us to a pure way of
serving God.

God has kept His promises made
so many thousands ofyears ago.
Amazingtimes are upon us. And you
and I are part of them. Our job is to
praise God and to love and serve Him
with all of our hearts. He loves you.
He has a plan for you. Do not fear.

He will never change. He is the God of
the universe. He is the same yesterday,

today and forever.

With love,
Sister Jan
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Youth-in-Action Trip
to Texas

By Sister Amy D'Orazio

The Youth-in-Action trip to Texas
was filled with blessings and miracles.
The trip began with a Texas style
barbecue at the Fort Worth Branch
where the trip to Laredo, Texas was
planned. The excitement and anticipa-
tion was evident from the beginning
and heightened when, during Brother
John Buffa's prayer for the trip,
Brother Mike Nuzzi had a vision in
which the group wÍrs surrounded by
fire, and a pillar of fire descended into
the middle of the group and a voice
said, "I have opened the doors and
prepared lhe wayþr you!"

The meeting in Laredo began
Saturday evening. Because of the size
of the group, approximately seventy-
five to eighty people, the meeting was
held outside, a concern for many, as
the temperature w¿$ 105 degrecs.
After prayer, the temperature dropped
from 105 to 85 degrees in two hours,
and a cool breeze sprang up and stayed
throughout the meeting. Not one
person at the meeting reported feeling
hot. The meeting was filled with a
wonderful spirit and beautiful testimo-
nies. During the meeting, Brothcr
Mike Nuzzi and Sister Lynette Buffa
had the same vision of an angel
descending into the crowd with a box
of precious jewels and walking among
the people, offering them thcse jcwels.
As the ministers knelt in prayer bcfore
beginning to anoint the sick, the word
of the Lord came forth, "I have heard
thee and I have answered." More
than twenty people were then anointed
and prayed for-for afflictions, for
blessings, and for spiritual strength.
Three individuals asked for their
baptisms at this meeting: Sister Dora
Elisa Sifuentes, Brother Jose Raul
Romero Castillo, and Brother Miguel
Trevino. When Brother Miguel was

receiving prayer, another vision was
had by Brothers Mike Nuzzi and Jason
Machinik, of chains breaking and
crumbling to dust around Brother
Miguel. Brother Jason also asked for
his baptism that evening.

Sunday's meeting in Laredo was
likewise blessed. Two more asked to
be baptized at this meeting, Brother
Alejandro Arata and Sister Ivana
Angelina Sifuentes. Many were again
a¡rointed and during the prayer for
Brother Alejandro, the gift of tongues
was spokcn with the intcrpretation,
"Oh how long I have waitedþr lhee
my people. I will gather thee unto me,

sailh lhe Lord. " Six saints wcre taken
into the watcrs that day, praise God,
but He is so grcat, thcre were more to
come.

More miracles awaited us
throughout the weck. At a Monday
night servicc at the Fort Worth Branch,
Sistcr Julie Schrocdcr came forward
and asked to bc anointed for hcr
hcaring, as she had bccn dcaf in one
ear sincc birth. As shc was being
prayed on, she fclt a pop and normal
hcaring was rcstorcd in hcr ear. This
miraclc was rcpcatcd the following
Sunday as hcr fathcr, Brothcr Rogcr
Schrocdcr camc forward to tell of a
ringing and impaired hcaring he had
been expericncing for five years.
Again, aftcr bcing anointcd, the ringing
ccased and nomul hcaring Ìv¿¡s rs-
stored to Brothcr Rogcr. Also on that
Sunday, wc witncsscd thc miracle of
souls bcing savcd as Sistcr Bclinda
DcLaCruz, Sistcr Christina Churchill,
Sister Tamnri Martincz and Brother
Tommy Casillas wcrc takcn into the
watcrs of baptism.

An additional miraclc has since
been madc known to the mcmbcrs of
the Dallas-Fort Worth Branch. Doyle
Bryant, an eldcrly man who is confined
to his honrc in Fort Worth duc to
mcdical problcms, rcccntly bcgan a
rclationship with thc Lord and bcgan
praying about thc nccd to be baptized.
Within days of bcginning eamcst
prayer for thc Lord to scnd him His
pcoplc, a flycr, passcd by one ofour
Youth-in-Action participants, appcared
at his door. Brothcr Doyle was
immcdiatcly convictcd in his hcart of
the truth hcld in Thc Church of Jcsus

Christ. He called the Elders and asked
to be baptized into this Church.
Brother Doyle Bryant was baptized on
Sunday, July 30,2000.

We thank God for His rich and
many blessings.

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Andruccioli, Albert
1460 Arden View Dr.
Ardcn Hills, MN 55112
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Stowcll, Eldon, Tamara (Smith)
11044 E. Flower Ave.
Mesa, AZ 85208
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Six Baptisms in Arequipa,
Peru

By Evangelist ll.ichard Chrislman

Thc first two weeks in July wcre a

highlight of God's blessings in Peru.
Brother Daniel Mora, Brother Dick
Christman, along with Sister Patricia
Christman, and the first two Youth-in-
Action participants in Peru, Sistcr
Megan Jackson and now Sister
Hcathcr Everett traveled to Pcru.

The Youth-in-Action sistcrs were
requcstcd to assist with training thc
young sistcrs that were responsible for
thc Arcquipa Mission Sabbath School,
and also to conduct a scminar for the
childrcn of the Mission. Brother
Danicl assistcd with his guitar and
taught the childrcn scveral songs,
which they latcr sang for thc congrcga-
tion.

Brothcr Juan Mcstas, our ncwly
ordaincd Eldcr, has bccn working
diligcntly in the community, prcaching
thc Gospcl and praying for thc sick and
nccdy. He has been holding mcctings
in various homcs and at our rcntcd
building on Sundays.

Bro. Juan Mestes baptizing Brother
Fortunato Puma in Peru.

Brothers Dick, Daniel and Juan
conducted a number of meetings,
including a feet-washing service. Early
in the visit, a husband and wife who
had become acquainted with the
Church through Brother Juan and his
wife, Sister Carmen, asked for their
baptism. Brother Pastor and his wife,
Sister Juana, had been attending
services and wcre baptized on a
Thursday morning, along with Brother
Fortunato Puma, who lives in thc same

neighborhood as Brother Juan, The
name of this community is translated
as The City of God.

A largc group of saints gathered

at the rivcr site, which was an arca
outsidc of town, in a mountain canyon.
Thc rivcr flows swiftly from the ice
and snow on the mountains, which rise
high above the city. This was Brother
Juan's first baptism and as hc took the
thrcc candidates into the waters of
rcgcncration, God's Spirit was prcscnt.
Thc new mcmbcrs sat on the riverbank
upon largc, smooth rivcr rocks and
Brothcr Danicls, Brothcr Juan, and
Brothcr Dick bcstowcd the Holy Ghost
upon thcm. Sistcr Carmcn Mcstas and
Sistcr Pat Christman assistcd as

Dcaconcsscs. Thc wholc group
cnjoycd a bcautiful and mcmorable
occasron.

On Saturday morning, thc parcnts
brought thc childrcn to thc mccting
placc that thc hotcl providcd. Sister
Mcgan and Sistcr Hcathcr conductcd
thc scnrinar for thc childrcn while
Sistcr Pat had a qucstion and answcr
scssio¡r for thc mothcrs, and Brothcr
Danicl had a class for thc fathcrs.
Brothcr Dick prcparcd snacks and a
light lunch for all.

Wc wcre dclightcd to have
Brothcr Willic and Sistcr Juanita Pinto
ask for thcir baptisms, along with
Sistcr Charo Dclgado, who had becn

attcnding Church for scvcral ycars.
Shc had cxpcricnccd a vcry diflìcult
tinrc trying to support hcr family. We
arosc carly on Sunday morning and
wcnt back to thc rivcr. The watcr was
running swiftly and Brothcr Daniel
rvcnt in to assist Brothcr Juan with his
fourth, fifth, and sixth baptisms. God
blcsscd all of thc baptisms and the
confirnrations, as wcll as our Sunday
mccting that followcd. Wc had a

wondcrfulday and yct we had to say
our goodbyes to many brothers and (

sisters, as we had to leave early
Monday morning to journey to Lima
and then on to Miami. We culminated
our journey at the Confcrcnce of the
Americas, feeling God's blessings
through all He provided. We wish to
express a special note ofthanks to
Albcrto Garcia, and Gianni and Anna
Cordano, for all of their help.

Hollywood, Florida
Celebrates A New Soul

By Sisler Jan Humphrey

Bcing born of Godly parents,
fi fteen-year-old Andrew Paul DiNardo
was taught to love the Lord. The
brothers and sisters of the Hollywood,
Florida Branch have watched young
Andrew grow up to be a fine young
man. The Lord knew Andrew's heart

and, through His mercy and grace,

callcd Andrew to give His life to
Christ.

The blesscd event of Andrew's
baptism took place on May 7,2000.
Prior to gathering at a small serene
lake ncar the Church building, Brother
Dcnnis Moraco rcad from the Book of
Matthew recounting the event of John

the Baptist baptizing Jesus. Then all
dcpartcd for Oak Lake to witness the
baptism of our brothcr. While all
sang, Shall ll/e Gather at lhe River,
Andrew was moved by the Spirit.
Brothcr Joe Catone offered prayer at
the water's edge. The candidate
rcndered his obedience to scrve God to
the bcst of his ability the rest of his
life. Having the authority given of
God, Brother Dennis Moraco baptized
Andrcw in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
Arising and lcaving the watcrs of
baptism, hc was joyfully greeted by his
fathcr and mother, Brother Paul and
Sistcr Barbara DiNardo.

Upon rcconvening at the Church
building, the congregation sang while
the Lord's Table was preparcd.
Brothcr Joe Catone opcncd in prayer,
acknowlcdging the salvation that Jcsus

Christ has to offer through the watcrs



October.2000

of baptism, by putting offthe old and

larising ancw in Christ. His Holy Spirit
will lead, guide, and direct us to keep
us on His holy path. With the author-
ity of the Priesthood, Brother George
Kovacic confirmed Andrew so that
each and every day the abiding Holy
Spirit will guide him.

Sister Barbara DiNardo told of
the following experience she had
recently. While at the beach, Andrew
found a wristwatch in the ocean. At
home, while cleaning offthe sand, the
Lord spoke to Sister Barbara saying,
"It's his time; he needs to be at the
water's edge." Andrew testified that a
big vision or experience was not part
of his conversion. "The Lord touched
nry heart." The story was recounted of
how, many years ago, baby Andrew
stopped breathing in thc kitchen of the
Church. CPR was not working, so the
Elders quickly anointed him and made
a fervent prayer to breathe life back
into Andrew. Now, the Lord has given
Andrew back life a second time. He
gave him lifc etcrnal!

Showers of Blessings in
Greensburg, PA

By Brother Andrew Gehly

In the third chapter ofJohn, Jesus
speaks, saying, "Verily, verily, I say
unlo lhee, Except a man be born of
waler and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter inlo the kingdom of God. " On
Sunday, May 28, 2000, three souls
took this scripture to heart and became
members of The Church of Jcsus
Christ.

After the rainy morning baptism
of Andrew Gehly, by his grandfather,
Brother Paul Gehly, Brother Bob
Nicklow, Jr. offered the prayer for
Brother Andrew to receive the Holy
Ghost. Throughout the morning,
several Elders and Teachcrs spoke on
the subject of baptism, discussing both
thc blessings and responsibilitics that
come with committing one's life to
God.

As the testimony portion of the
meeting arrived, Amy Urana told of
how good God has always been to her

and her family. Amy, who had long
been the dcdicated teachcr ofthe
children's Sunday School class,
continued to speak ofhaving an
urgency to get closer to the Lord, yet
still feeling hesitant to make the
commitment. Both Amy and her
husband, Alan, had hands laid on them
for the spiritual strength which mo-
mcnts later led to both asking to be
baptizcd.

With joy in thcir hearts and smiles
on their faccs, the members of the
Greensburg Branch travcled back to
the rainy baptism site. Brother Bob
Nicklow baptizcd both Amy and Alan.
The Holy Ghost was thcn bcstowed on
Brothcr Alan through thc laying on of
hands by Brothcr Bob Nicklow and to
Sistcr Amy by Brothcr Paul Gchly.

What bcgan as ono baptism on a
rainy moming bccamc thrce. If evcr
thcrc wcrc showcrs of blcssings, the
Grccnsburg Branch expcricnccd thcm
that day.

Ordination and Blessing
in Maine Mission

By Sislcr Cynthia M. Onoralo

On Junc 4,2000, many brothcrs,
sistcrs, fanrily and fricnds gathcrcd
from noar and far to witncss ths
ordination of Brothcr Darryl Onorato
into the Pricsthood. Our visitors
included, Arca Prcsidcnt, Brother Jerry
Valcnti, First Counsclor, Brother Jim
Sgro, and Brothcrs Matthcw Rogolino
and Sam Sgro.

Brothcr Richard Onorato, Sr.
wclcomcd evcryono. Hc told the
congrcgation that today would be a
blcsscd day with the ordination and
blcssing of a child. Brothcr Richard
rcmindcd the congrcgation that we
must be as little childrcn, purc in heart,
with no malice. Brothcr Richard then
blcsscd Parkcr Wcllington Onorato.

Brothcr Jcrry Valcnti opcncd our
mccting. Hc askcd that we have a
praycr in our hcarts that thc Lord
would lcad us. His subjcct was
"Titlcs." Brothcr Jcrry uscd the
scripturc found in Mosiah, chaptcr 5,
verscs 8-9, whcre King Bcnjamin in

addressing the congregation told them
to "Take upon you the name of Christ.
Whosoever doeth this shall be at the
right hand of God." What better title
than to be called a saint of God, a child
ofGod, and a son or daughter ofJesus
Christ. What greater title than to take
upon oneself the name of Christ, to be
called saints! Brothcr Jerry encour-
aged us to be representatives ofour
title and to fulfill it with sincere
devotion. He stated we must take heed

and continue on in our calling. Christ
gave us liberty in Him. We must put
offthe natural man and take upon us
ths name of Christ. It must bc written
in our hcarts. Brother Jerry went on to
say that Brothcr Darryl Onorato
rcceives another title today, the titlc of
Eldcr in The Church of Jesus Christ.
This titlc rcprcsents ncw and added
responsibilitics. Let us rcmember
Brothcr Darryl in our prayers and
support him in his ncw duties.

Brothcrs Matthew Rogolino and
Sam Sgro followed the sermon. Thcy
emphasizcd on how the Lord liberated
thcm from the world and how He
changcd thcir dcstinies in life. Brother
Sam Sgro quotcd Mosiah, chapter 5,
vcrse 10, "And now it shall come lo
pass, lhat whosoever shall not lake
upon him lhe name of Christ must be

called by some olher name ; lhereþre,
hc findcth himself on the left hand of
God. " Brothcr Sam strcsscd that
today is thc day to be libcratcd and
salvation has already bcen purchased
with the blood of Jesus Christ.

Brother Richard Onorato, Sr.,
thcn exprcsscd himself by bearing a
sinccrc tcstimony of how the Lord
changcd his life. He statcd how wc
havc to answcr for all thc dccds wc do
in our livcs, whcthcr good or bad, and
God will blcss us for all thc good we
do in lifc. Using his own lifs as an
examplc, Brothcr Richard tcstificd that
thc Lord has grcat love and comp¿¡s-
sion and can change any hcart. Thcre
is no excuse for not scrving the Lord.

Thc ordination of Brothcr Darryl
Onorato followcd the scrmon. Brothcr
Matthcw Rogolino washcd his fect.
Brothcr Richard Onorato, Sr ordaincd
him.

(Continued on Page 10)
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Maine Mission
Continued from Page 9

Brother Darryl Onorato expressed
himself, thanking God for the teachings
given to him by his parents and
grandparents. He said that Matthew
chapter I l, verses 28-30 was given to
him during the course of the week. It
states, "Come unlo me all ye lhat
labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn of me;þr I am meek and
lowly in hearl: and ye shallfnd rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is eosy
and my burden is light. "

Our testimony meeting was full of
thankfulness and glory was given to
God. Many visiting members, family
and friends expressed their heartfelt
tcstimonies. Brother Donald Perrello
testified that bcfore the ordination, the
Lord revealed to him that Brother
Richard Onorato, Sr. was going to
ordain Brother Darryl. Sistcr Cindy
Bright rclated how at thc Rcgion
Conference, when Brother Darryl's
recommcndation into the Ministry was
announced, she saw three personages
standing behind him. At that timc, the
words of a hymn camc to hcr, "It's
time for thc young mcn to come to the
aid of thcir country." Shc fclt strongly
that the power and authority of God
was going to be with him.

In closing, Brothcr Jim Sgro
stated, "To waste an opportunity is a
terrible thing. Grcatcr than that, take
the opportunity." Somctimcs opportu-
nitics come only once.

Truly we wcrc blcssed and our
prayers are that we shall all stand and
raise up thc Standard of Truth in honor
of our Savior who gave His life for our
liberty in Him!

A Thought
What you have outside
counts less than what

you have inside.

Live For Others

Lord help me from day to day
In such a self forgctful way,
That even when I kneel to pray,
My prayers shall be for others.

Help me in all I do
To ever be sincere and true,
And know that all I would do
For Thee must necds be done to others.

Let self be crucificd and buried dcep
And all in vain my efforts be
To rise again to be with Thee
Unless I live for othcrs.

And when my task on earth is done,
May my work in heaven begin,
May I forgct the crown I have won
While thinking still of othcrs.

Othcrs, yes, Lord, othcrs,
May this my motto be,

Hclp mc to live for othcrs,
That I may be like Thcc.

Author Unknown

Role of a Missionary
Continued from Page 3

was this conviction within them, they
could not stand that anyone would
perish. Mosiah 28'.3, "Now they were

desirous that salvalion should be
declared to every crealure, Íor they
could not bear thot any human soul
should perísh; yeø, even the very
thoughts thøt ony soul should endure
endless torment did cøuse them to
quake ond tremhle"

2. They devised a plan. They
did not wakc up one day and say to
each other, come on, lcts go preach to
thc Lamanitcs, and lcft. They devel-
oped a plan. First thcy went to their
father the king and sought permission.
After receiving permission to go, they
pickcd ccrtain oncs to go with them.
Thcre had to bc the prcparation of the

journey, food would be involved,
wcapons for food and protection, along
with the right clothing. All these things
had to be considered.

Christ said these words in Luke
l3:28-30, "For which of you, intend-
ing to build a tower, sittelh not down

first, and counteth the cost, whether he
have strficient to finish i|? Lest haply,
afier he halh laid lheþundation, and
is not able to finish it, all that behold
it begin lo mock him, saying, this man
began to build, and was not able to

fnish."
They also had to decide who

would go where, and how long they
would stay. In their story, we find
many of the places where they did not
have success. How could this be?

Was God not with them? With all our
successes, there come many failures.
God allows us to fail many times for
many rcasons, but He does not forsake
us. He moves us on gently by His
hand, guiding us with His wisdom.

3. They were men of fasting
and prayer. What we are and what
we bccome in God's sight is related to
our dcdication in prayer. They learned
by the example which they saw
through thcir brothcrs and sisters, and
also thcir father. It was through prayer
that God touched thcir lives. It was
through prayer that God restored their
lives back to thcm. It was through
prayer that God lcd them to those in
need. It was through prayer that they
became the great men that changed the
world.

Alma l7:3, "But this is not all;
they had given themselves to much
prayer, andfasting, thereþre they had
the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of
revclalion, and when they taught, they
laughl with power and authority, even

as with the power and authority of
God."

Ifyou have any desire to be a
missionary, you must have the power
of God, and you will not receive it
unless you give yourself to fasting and
prayer. Paul said in Romans, "present
your bodies a living sacrifìce." Why?
"That ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect, will ofGod."
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When they were cast into prison
did they complain, and begin to doubt
the power of God? When Ammon had
to fight offthose that wanted to steal
the flocks of the King, did he hang his
head in shame? When they had an
opportunity to speak of God, did they
walk away, or did they stand and
proclaim the glory of their God. The
strongest one in Christ's Kingdom is he

who is the best knocker.

4. They were willing to sacrifice
all. Did you realize they were sons of
a king? Before they decided to go to
the Lamanites, King Mosiah their
father asked each of them if thcy would
become his heir apparsnt. Thcy were
willing to forsake all, for the glory and
honor to work for God.

I am sure beyond any doubt that
thcy received a great cro\ün ofglory
when they met the Lord Jcsus Christ.
One day when we see them in heaven,
with all those their testimony had
touched, what a day of rcjoicing that
will be. Isn't that what it's all about,
what we do for God? The lives we
touch with our tcstimony. The honor
and glory we bestow upon Him who
died for us.

Be a missionary. Be fully con-
verted to the Lord, have a plan, fast
and pray for God's spirit and dircction,
and give it all you have.

I would like to end this with a
story I heard about a missionary.

This man had gone into the
mission fìcld in Africa. After forty
years of ministering, hp wrotc home
and told those that had sponsorcd him
that he would be coming home. As his
ship entered into the harbor in Ncw
York, he went out and stood at the
bow, anticipating seeing thosc that
would meet him. As he stood thcre, he
could not believe his ears, as he hcard
a band playing and hundreds of people
standing on the shore. However as the
boat finally docked, he realizcd they
had all come to see a famous person on
board. No one had come to grcet him.
He left the ship sadly and sat down on
a park bench. He looked up to heaven
and said to God, "Aftcr forty ycars I
gave in the field, could not one pcrson

come to welcome me home?" After
some moments of silence, he heard a
voice say, 'You are not home yet,
when you get home, I'll be there to
welcome you!"

Message from the Seventy
Continued from Page 4

Valley, Lindsay, Anahcim, Tijuana and
San Carlos. A large scgmcnt of the
Church reccived daily updates on the
choir's progress as mcmbcrs of the
respcctive branches submitted email
reports that were circulated to the large
mailing list that has bcen so effcctive in
circulating prayer requests and other
Church ncws. Rcqucsts for baptism
resultcd aftcr thc concerts in Lindsay
and Tijuana and thcre was another
during the Sunday mceting in San
Carlos. The choir group concluded
this trip by playing an active role in the
annual Vacation Bible School in San
Carlos.

Evcn as this rcport is bcing
writtcn, additional ncws has comc in
from Tcxas. Thcrc is a man living in
thc Fort Worth area who is unablc to
gct around much bccausc of illncss.
Hc has growri closc to God during his
illncss and has spcnt much time
rcading thc Bibls. In thc coursc of
rcading, hc folt strongly that he had a
nced to bc baptizcd. Bccause of his
physical condition, howevcr, hc was
rcally in no position to go around and
chcck out churchcs to find thc right
onc. Instcad, hc praycd that God
would scnd sonrcbody to him to show
him thc way to thc right Church whcre
hc could bc baptizcd and savc his soul.
Thc ncxt day, thc YIA tcam camc to
his door and brought a flycr inviting
him to The Church of Jcsus Christ. He
is now a baptizcd mcmbcr of the
Church. This is thc first timc that a
ncw mcmbcr has bcen brought in from
the outsidc as a dircct rcsult of thc YIA
program. Wc arc vcry thankful to God
for this exciting ncws and for the
young pcoplc of thc Church who are
bcing uscd by God to makc a diffcr-
encc in thc livcs of pcople.

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

It is this same authority that was
restored when the angel Moroni,
representing another angel, flew in the
midst of heaven, having the everlasting
Gospel. If the Gospel already existed,
there was no reason for him to fly in
the midst of heaven. However, the
Gospel did not exist. It had fallen
away and was now restored to a man
child, His Priesthood, to preach the
true and unadulterated Gospel, The
Gospel ofJesus Christ. This Priesthood,
through the authority of Jesus Christ,
is to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
to evcry nation, every kindred, and
every tongue and pcople. In other words,
Thc Church ofJcsus Christ, its precepts,
its faith and doctrine, thc doctrine of
Jssus Christ, is to be prcachcd to all
thc carth. Evcryone shall hear, from
thc youngcst to the oldest.

This authority exists in The
Church of Jesus Christ. In some parts
of our country, the Church is refcrred
to as "The Church of Miracles."
Why? Bccause of the mighty works of
God and the miracles that are taking
place whcrcvcr His Church is estab-
lishcd. This could not happcn without
the authority and power of God.
Chcrish this authority. Usc it wisely.
Usc it for His honor and His glory.

*WEDDII{G,S*

Brothcr Andy Jankowski and
Kimbcrly Vasqucz wcrc unitcd in holy
matrinrony on May 13, 2000 in Dallas,
Tcxas.

Anthony Gcntilc and Cclcstc

Quinlan wcrc unitcd in holy matrimony
on April 22, 2000 in Branch # l,
Dctroit, Michigan.

Child Blessed

Parkcr Wcllington Onorato, son
of Daniel Thomas Onorato and
Cathcrinc Gauvin was blcsscd on June
4,2000 in thc Maine Mission.
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Baptisms and Reinstatement

Brother Jerry Mowrey was baptized on May 21,2000
in the San Diego, California Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Bob Womack and he was conñrmed by Brother
Ken Jones.

Sister Melissa Clarke was baptized on May 21,2000
in the San Diego, Califomia Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Ken Surdock and she was confirmed by Brother
Thomas M. Liberto.

Brothcr John Hawthorne was baptized on May 21,

2000 in the San Diego, California Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Ken Surdock and he was confirmed by Brother
David B. Ciccati.

Sistcr Gloria Cordoba was baptized on May 28,2000
in the San Diego, California Branch. She was baptized by
Brother David B. Ciccati and she was confirmcd by Brother
PaulLiberto.

Brother Jack Mowrey was baptized on June 25,2000
in the San Diego, Califomia Branch. He was baptizcd by
Brother David B. Ciccati and he was confirmcd by Brothcr
Bob Womack.

Brother Wayne Edmonds was baptized on August 13,

2000 in the San Diego, California Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Thomas M. Libcrto who was assistcd by his son,

Brothcr Thomas P. Liberto, due to Brothcr Ednronds'
health. Brother Edmonds was confirmcd by Brothcr Thomas
P. Liberto.

Sister Staccy Lynn Shawkcy was baptizcd on July 9,

2000 in the Fredonia, Pennsylvania Branch. She was

baptizcd by Brother Alvin Gchly and she was confirmcd by
Brother Arthur Gehly.

Brother Jan van Buuren was reinstatcd into Thc Church

of Jesus Christ on May 21,2000 by Brothcr Paul Libcrto.
Brother Gil Garcia was baptized on April 30, 2000 in

the Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch. Hc was baptizcd by
Brother Joscph Ignagni and confirmcd by Brothcr Tom
D'Orazio.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Brother Miguel Trevino was baptized on July 2,2000
in the Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Joseph Ignagni and confirmed by Brother Tom
D'Orazio.

Brother Jose Raul Romero Castillo was baptized on

luly 2,2000 in the DallasÆort Worth, Texas Branch' He

was baptized by Brother Tom D'Orazio and confirmed by
Brother John Buffa.

Sister Dora Elisia Sifuentes was baptized on July 2,

2000 in the Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Jeffrey Giannetti and confirmed by
Brother Joseph lgnagni.

Sister Ivana Angelica Moreno Sifuentes was baptized
on July 2,2000 in the Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch.

She was baptized by Brother John Buff¿ and confirmed by
Brother Tom D'Orazio.

Brother Alejandro Avarca was baptized on July 2,

2000 in the DallasÆort Worth, Texas Branch. He was

baptized by Brother John Buffa and confirmed by Brother
Jcffrey Giannetti.

Ordinations

Brothcr John Cihomsky was ordained a Teacher in The

Church of Jcsus Christ on March 19,2000 in the San

Diego, California Branch. His fect were washed by Brother
Staõey Light and he was ordained by Brother Walter
Cihomsky.

Sistôr Nancy Hcmmings was ordained a Deaconess in

The Church of Jesus Christ on March 19,2000 in the San

Diego, California Branch. Her feet were washed by Sister

Maicia Liberto and she was ordained by Apostle Thomas

M. Liberto.
Sister Lisa Hemmings was ordained a Deaconess in

The Church of Jesus Christ on March 19, 2000 in the San

Dicgo, Catifornia Branch. Her feet were washed by Sister

Lynittc Huttcnberger and she was ordained by Brother Lou
Ciccati.

OBITUARIES

ROSE (SURACE) COLAGTOVANNI

Rose (Surace) Colagiovanni of Monongahela, Pennsyl-

vania passed on to her etemal reward on July 7, 2000. She

is survivcd by one daughter, Anita Skiles; one son, Renny

Colagiovanni; one brother, Paul Surace and several grand-

children.

ALBERTA MANCINI

Alberta Mancini of Monongahela, Pennsylvania passed

on to her eternal reward on August 10, 2000. She is

survived by one daughter, Sister Janet Mancini; onc son,

John Mancini and several grandchildren.
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My Testimony

By Sister Rocio Conte

"On December 27,1992, while
living in my homeland, Bogota,
Colombia, I was assaulted by a
robber attempting to steal my purse.
I was carrying the money to pay my
rent and to buy firod for my four
children. When the robber demanded
my purse, I took offrunning. I did
not know he was armed. He shot me
twice in the back, from a two-meter
range, as I tried to escape. When I
fell to the ground, I pleaded with him
not to shoot any more and threw my
purse to him and he fled. Several
people came to pick me up offthe
ground and took me to the hospital.

"One bullet lilent through my
thorax, bounced and continued into
my spinal (vertebral) column. The
other bullet also went through my
thorax, bounced and went into my
right lung. I underwent surgery to
repair or reconstruct fifteen different
parts of my body that although I will
not attempt to name them all, they are
mentioned in my medical files at the
Kennedy Hospital in Bogota, Colom-
bia. The chief surgeon who operated
on me was asked by his medical
peers and medical students, 'How did
you manage to perform so many
surgeries in one day?' He answered,

'I don't know how.' The medical
staffmarveled since they believed I
would not live long and I would not
survive the surgeries. A lady doctor
told my mother, who never lost her
faith nor ceased to pray, that God
might have a great purpose in my life
because I was still living.

FIRSTDREAM

"Four years later in October
1996, while I was sleeping, I began to
dream that I was being chased by
many bad spirits. I dreamed that they
were touching me and they wanted to
capture me, but a more superior
power than mine helped me face them
and they disappeared. At that mo-
ment, I was made free.

"At that time, two angels ap-
peared before me, one on my right and
another on my left side. The angels
took me to a place I had never before
seen on earth. A place where every-
thing around me seemed to be made of
bright clouds forming everything we
have on earth. The angels were
showing me everything that mankind
was doing on earth, good or bad,
while at the same time I could see

absolutely everything in the sky.
"Then, the angel told me to look!

And I saw how the angels destroyed
all the sin I had committed in my life.
I started to feel very bad. I felt much
pain for having offended God, such a

wonderft¡l and mercifulBeing. At that
time I said, 'Forgive me Lord, forgive
me [,ord.' I was saying it over and
over, crying and feeling much pain in
my heart. Then the angels erased or
cleaned ever¡hing they had formed in
the sþ thus far. Suddenly, I saw
several angels bring a beautiful ribbon
for me, and the angel said that God
loves me very much and that He takes
care of me.

"Then I continued to walk with
the angels and one of them told me that
God had had mercy on me, and that He
had forgiven all of my sins. The angel
told me that the years of affliction
would end. He also said that the
wildemess I was going through would
conclude after the end of 1996. He
said that God had shortened my time in
the wilderness by two years, implying
that I was supposed to go through it
for six years, from the time I was
injured with a firearm on December
27, 1992.

"The angels took me before a
servant of God. The place where he

was found was surrounded by burning
lights, like lit candles of different sizes.

The servant of God began to talk to me

and asked me to look at the amount of
people that defile themselves in sin. I
noticed that the spirit of people before
they sinned was transparent, colorless,
and a shining whiteness. But, when

(Continued on Page 3)
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The Lamb's Book of Life

By EvangelßtMatthew T. Miller

Our topic today is found in
Revelation 2l:27, "And ihere shall be
in no wise enter into it any thing that
def leth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but
they which are writlen in the Lamb's
book of life. "

Readily, when this topic is intro-
duced, it brings to our hearts, minds,
and souls, a feeling ofsacredness. It
also arouses a realization that we are
contemplating a place where splendor
and grandeur far exceed any place we
have ever visited or may ever expect
or hope to visit in this transitory life.

Whenever I am in deep medita-
tion and visualization of this, our
future abode, it makes my heart glad
beyond expression, and I can readily
see what Paul meant in Romans 8:18
when he said, " . . . that lhe suferíngs
of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed in us."

It is necessary for us to analyze
the qualifications for fit citizens of the
Kingdom of lleaven, so that, when the
roll is called up yonder, we may be
there to answer, "Here I am, Dear
Lord." In Romans l0:13-16, we read:

"For whosoever shall call upon
the name of the Lord shall be saved.
How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of
whom they have not heard? and how
shall they hear without a preacher?

"And how shall they preach,
except they be sent? as it is written,
How beautiful are thefeet of them
that preach the gospel ofpeace, and
bring glad tidings of good things!

"But they have not all obeyed
the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord,
who hath believed our report? "

The Apostle Paul said these
beautiful words, for he was persuaded
that we ca¡rnot understand the things
of God unless we pursue the direct
course mapped out by our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

According to the prophesies of
all the true prophets of God, Jesus

came to redeem mankind from its
fallen state. As a child, He grew up
immaculately. When He was almost
thirty years old, He was baptized by
John the Baptist in the river Jordan,
commending the will of the Father
upon Him. The Holy Ghost came
down as a dove and sat upon Him,
and the voice of God was heard, fully
approving His procedure: " . . . This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased"

After this great deed, He was led
by the Spirit into the wildemess where
He fasted for forty days and fo4y
nights. This was another great act of
self{enial and crucial preparation for
the temptations which were to follow.
The temptations were, first, to make
bread out ofstone; second, on the
pinnacle of the temple where He
should cast Himself down; and, third,
up into an exceedingly high mountain
where He was shown and offered all
worldly glory if He would fall down
and worship the devil. To all of these
temptations, the Saviour had over-
coming answers, showing that He
trusted in His Heavenly Father to aid
Him in overcoming the devil. This is
an example to us, that we must trust
in God and He will give us grace to
overcome all things and be complete
victors over the evil one both for time
and eternity.

Jesus now, after having over-
come the evil one, began to call His
Twelve Apostles. The first two were
Peter and Andrew.

"And he saith unto them, Follow
me, and I will make youfshers of
men. And they straighnay left their
nets, andþllowed Him."

Our prayer is that the day may
soon return when many people will be
as ready and willing to make Jesus
their choice. Then, as the children of
God, they may be recipients of His
nature, to demonstrate and exemplify
good. Christ's teaching in Matthew
15:14 shows this: " . . . And if the
blind lead the bl¡nd, both shallfall
into the ditch. "

What we need in these days more
than anything else are men of vision. i
We read in Proverbs 29:18, "Were
there is no vision, the people per-
ish. . . " Areweperishing today?
Yes, we are on every hand. The only
thing which can save us is a mass
return to God to put His implicit will
into effect. Then, the Kingdom of
God \¡rill come. His will will be done
on earth as it is in Heaven. The
perplexities of life will cease, and we
can become that peculiar people of
God, the salt of the earth, the leaven,
the light of the world.

On earth, we have many temples;
but heaven is one temple, containing
countless millions of spotless adoring
worshipers. Heaven is filled with the
bright splendors of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, as the God of
creation, providence, and redemption.
This is a blessed state where there is
no sight of sin, of ignorance, of
sorrow, or of death. It is a blessed
city into which the redeemed of all
nations shall enter and stay for
eternity.

Before concluding, I shall give a
few examples of people who tumed to
God. If they remained steadfast to the
end, possessing the qualities of which
God approved, I am sure their n¿lmes

were written in the Lamb's book of
life. They were the poor Zoramites,
who received the words of Alma and
were told that they were blessed
because they were humble. They were
informed they would be much more
blessed by receiving the word without
being brought to be humble through
much poverty. The Anti-Nephi-Iæhies
were others. They were converted to
the Lord through the preaching of the
sons of Mosiah, who buried their
swords deep in the ground so that they
might retain their brightness Írs a sign
that they would never use them again
for the shedding of man's blood.
Also, the wonderñ¡l lesson found in
the Book of Jonah, when Jonah went
and preached to the people of Nineveh
that the city would be destroyed in
forty days, cannot be overlooked.
They fasted and repented in dust and
ashes, and God was merciful unto

(Continued on Page 10)
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they sinned, their spirits began to stain
with intense colors. According to the
sin committed, each part of the body
would start to stain. The servant told
me that if they would die in their sins,
those people would not be saved. At
that time, I started to feel much pain
for the people who were losing them-
selves in their sin. The servant of
God told me, 'You also sinned, but
God had mercy on you.' I said to
him, 'I wish I had never known sin,
forgive me, I don't want to sin any
more in my life.'

"The servant of God spoke to me

again and told me that God would
begin to bless me in everything. He
said that God would bring a child
(son) of His to be my husband. He
told me that God loved him very much
and that together, we would have a
child.

"The servant of God was in front
of me. He embraced me and looked
me in the eyes. I felt that his eyesight
penetrated my being with his pure
love. It was wonderful and indescrib-
able. I wanted to remain in his
presence, but the servant of God told
me again that God would begin to
bless me. He repeated that God
would provide me a companion who
would be my husband before the year
would end, a child of God whom God
loves very much, the one chosen for
me to arrive to the right way of the
Lord.

"The seryant of God showed me
a telescope. It was made of pure gold,
with many precious stones. It looked
very antique. I had never seen a
similar telescope. When I looked into
it, I saw myself with the one that was
meant to be my husband, sitting on a
rock in Poland, on a beach with a
wonderful seashore view. I felt very
excited. It was grandiose to be able to
look through the telescope to the
companion and husband that God
would give me for life. I felt love for
him since that moment I saw him for
the first time. The servant told me, 'It
is time for you to leave.'

"After I awakened from my
dream, I felt the need to write down

my dream. After writing it, I then
kneeled to pray beside my bed. I felt
an immense pain for all I have seen in
that dream in reference to sin. Not-
withstanding, I felt a great emotion
and joy, to see God's mercy towards
all of us.

"I told the whole dream to my
mother. I felt very weak and my
blood pressure was so high that many
capillaries ruptured. My mother
called a doctor who immediately
prescribed me an intravenous medi-
cine that stabilized me and I began to
improve.

SECONDDREAM

"I saw a city with many people
gathering. I saw myself with a
servant of God; I did not know who he

was. We walked along to a building
that was going to be demolished.
That was a site where much degrada-
tion had occurred. I saw how it would
crumble and all the evil that there was
disappeared.

"Now, at this site, a Church, The
Church of Jesus Christ, was going to
be built. I saw people come to survey
the land in preparation to build. The
site was on a high mountain.

'"The people sunounded the
place. I was telling t}em, 'Look,
there was much evil here.' Then all
the people were able to see all the sin
and filthiness that had taken place in
that building. I talked to them and
asked them not to sin anymore, that
they would not be destroyed.

"Some did not believe and passed

into the building that was being
destroyed, and continued to sin.
Nonetheless, there were many people
sunounding the place where The
Church of Jesus Christ was going to
be built. There was a great multitude
that repented oftheir sins, and I saw
how they would kneel and ask forgive-
ness to our l¡rd Jesus with full intent
ofheart.

"I marveled to see the transfor-
mation, the cleansing (purifuing,) and
liberation that God had brought about
to such a great multitude. When the
temple began to be built there were so
many people that it was impossible to
accommodate them in the building.

There were thousands of people
sunounding the construction site.
They were all kneeling and saying,
'What must we do to serve our God?'
Somebody answered them saying, 'Go
everywhere a¡ld tell what God has
done for all of you.' I saw people
crying with exceeding joy. Also,
there was a person saying, 'fesus
Christ is coming soon, the hour is
near.'

"suddenly, there was a group of
people that came to advise us that
there was an aqueduct pipe that had

broken and soon the whole city would
be flooded. Then we went to the
place where the pipe had broken and
we saw that there was a lot of water
heading our way and towards the city.
At that time, somebody prayed and

the waters reversed their downward
course. Everybody marveled to see

the power of God. Everyone that
arrived there was healed by the power
ofthe Word of God.

"God had spoken to me and had

said that the Church will be com-
prised as in the beginning. There are
apostles, prophets, elders, evangelists,
teachers, and deacons. All of them
will have the power to heal and to
perform miracles in the name of
Jesus. Many will see the miracles and

God's chosen will begin to be con-
verted.

"As the days passed, around the

beginning of November, I would tell
my mother that although I did not
know the day, the hour, the place or
the occasion, I knew I would soon
meet my husband, as I had been

shown in my first dream and the
Church as in my second dream.

"On November 28,I received a
phone call that told me that a friend of
a cousin of mine was visiting in
Bogota and wanted to meet me. I
went that afternoon to the lobby ofthe
hotelwhere he was staying to meet
him. He came down to meet me,

accompanied by a young man who
was helping translate for him. The
young man introduced him to me and
I immediately realized he was the
same man I had seen in my dream. It
seemed incredible but true. It was

(Continued on Page 10)



November 2000

Ä messaqe

fromfhf
$eventyç*

Missionary Endeavor in Italy

By Evangelist Russell Martorana

'You have saved the best for
last," exclaimed the ruler of the feast of
the marriage in Cana. Likewise, my
wife, Sister Lena, and I saved the last
fifteen days of our time in ltaly to visit
with the saints in Cala Gogone,
Sardegna.

This last May 30, we arrived in
Olbia, Sardegna in the early evening,
rented an automobile, and traveled
south toward Cala Gogone. We
stopped at Dorgali for dinner; but
when we returned to our auto, we
realized the shift rod would not go into
reverse. Upon our asking for help, the
manager ofa nearby coffee shop sent
one of his friends to assist us. He
entered the auto, manipulated the shift
control a few times, and the shift went
into reverse. He then showed us the
secret of his discovery. Of course, we
thanked the stranger and thanked God
for providing the aid so late at night.

ARRIVEDAT CALA GOGONE

Upon arrivin g at Cala Gogone
about I l:00 PM, we began looking for
Brother Stefano Romano, the Elder-in-
charge. After touring the area for
some time and being unable to locate
him, I saw a man working in his
backyard. I asked him whether he
knew Brother Romano. He said he did
not; but suddenly a voice came from
the upper balcony, saying he lived next
door. Praise God! He came to our
rescue again. I looked behind me, and,
to my surprise, Brother Romano was
coming to greet us. What a glorious

meeting in the love of God. We stayed
with Brother Stefano and Sister
Immacolata Romano and had agreat
and wonderful fellowship.

The next day, we visited the home
of Brother Ainello Romano; his
mother, Sister Silveria; his son, Peter;
and his sister, Sister Marisa, and her
daughter.

On Friday, June 2, Evangelist
Rosario Scravaglieri arrived at Cala
Gogone after a sixteen-hour trip from
his home in Milan, Italy. After greet-
ing him in the love of God, we dis-
cussed many important needs of the
Church in Italy.

The next day, we had the privilege
of meeting Brother Stefano and Sister
Immacolata's sons, Antonelli and
George, and Sister Fernando Locci,
and her sister, Rosaria, from Cagliari.
In the evening, we had a church service
with scriptural study. Brother Rosario
taught from Philippians, dealing with
charity, unity, and humility. He also
stressed the saints must be quick and
bold with our testimonies for Jesus
Christ. This scripture additionally
teaches that every knee shall bow and
every tongue shall confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord.

SUNDAY SERVICE

H¡rmns, prayers, scriptural
reading, preaching and communion
comprised the highly enjoyable Sunday
service. The sermon was based on St.
John 4, the living water of Jesus
Christ. Fifteen people were in atten-

dance, five of whom were visitors.
After several more wonderfr¡l

days in fellowship with Brother
Rosario, he returned to Milan.

Wednesday was a long day. A
call had been received that Sister
Teresa Pitzalis, 100 miles north on
Maddalena Island, needed prayer. Six
of us (the Locci sisters, Brother
Stefano and Sister Immacolata, and the
Martoranas), drove two autos north to
a city called Palau, boarded a ferry in
our vehicles and journeyed to the
island. Our 4ged sister was anointed;
we had a wonderfi,¡l fellowship, and
then returned to Cala Gogone about
ll:30 PM.

The next morning, Sister Imma-
colata was afflicted, was anointed, and
was healed. Praise God! In the
evening, a meeting was held in the
Church, and I was asked to lead the
scriptural studies on the Apostasy and
Restoration. Throughout the rest of
the week, there were lessons on the
love of God, fruits of the Spirit, state
of the soul (40û chapter of Alma),
prayer, and behavior ofsaints.

On Saturday, the Loccis departed
for home in Caglari. Later that day,
we drove to the neighboring city of
Dorgali where we met læna Romano,
Antonelli Romano's wife. She is a
tour guide at the local museum. She

w¿¡s very pleasant and informative
about the history of Sardegna. It was
an interesting visit, sharing many
experiences both spiritual and temporal.

ANOTHERHEALING

The next morning, Brother
Stefano asked to be anointed, as he
was very dizzy and unable to stand up.
He was a¡rointed and praise God, he
was healed.

At the Sunday service, the lot fell
on me to speak and the topic was
Revelation 14 and Ezekiel3T,the
Gospel Restored with the two sticks:
the Bible and the Book of Mormon.
Teaching, prayers, singing, and
communion occupied most of the
balance of the meeting.

On Monday, we drove to another
city called Oliena and visited with

(Continued on Page 6)
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Editorial Viewpoint

This is the time of year when families celebrate America's national holiday, Thanksgiving. It
is the time when families gather, from far and near, to prepare the best holiday foods and enjoy
the company and spirit of family and friends. This holiday feast, on many tables, is a meal fit
for a king, his subjects, friends and guests. Many times, a particular family member who invites

other members of the family, guests and friends to his or her home hosts this feast.

Might this remind you of a parable preached by the Lord? Do you remember the parable? It
is the parable of the royal marriage feast. This wonderñrl parable is found in the Gospel of
Matthew 22:l-10 and was directed to the chief priests a¡rd Pharisees.

Jesus said in the second and third verses, "The Hngdom ofheqven is like unto a certain king,
which made a marriagefor his son, And sentþrth his servants to call them that were bidden
to the wedding: and they would not come. "

The ones who were originally invited to the feast refused to attend. This is astounding when
you consider the king had his oxen and fatlings killed and everything was reÀdy. No doubt, the

table was magnificent! It was resplendent with the best of foods. But, those who received the

first invitation would not attend. They made light of it. One went to his farm. Another went

to his merchandise. The others showed contempt for the king's servants and slew them. When

this news reached the king, he was extremely angry. This scripture states, "he was wroth." He

sent his anny to destroy those who killed his servants and burned their city.

The king extended another invitation. He said to his remaining servants, the wedding is ready,

but those that were invited the first time were not worthy. The king then instructed his servants

togo intothehighways andas manyas they couldfind, theywere instructedto bidthem to come

and attend the marriage feast. They gathered all and as many as they found, they brought them

and the wedding was fi¡rnished with guests.

It is difücult to comprehend that those who were initially invited refused to attend the marriage
feast of the king's son. This is analogous to the many who hear the Lord's call, yet refuse to
obey His voice and commandment to come and dine with Him. Some might say this act of
refusal was a rebellion against the royal authority and a personal indignity against both the

reigning sovereign and his son. It is a duty and an honor for loyal subjects to attend the marriage
feast of the prince, whom we should regard as heir to the throne, and therefore, the one ìryho

someday will reign over all.

The turning away by one man to return to his farm a¡rd the other to his merchandise is evidence

of their material pursuits and total disregard to their sovereign's will. They placed their
personal affairs above the call of their king. The king found those who were invited the first
iime unworthy. He then had his servants gather others in from the highways and crossroads,

from the byways and lanes, all they could find, regardless of rank or station, rich or poor, good

or bad. "The wedding was furnished with guests."

It is evident that the king in this parable is God. The son whose mariage prompted the m arnage
feast is Jesus Christ. His people rejected Him. He reached out to other people.

When God extends an invitation to you, will you accept or go another way? Will you heed His
voice? If you do not, you may experience a spiritual hunger that may last for a long time,
possibly forever. It is of extreme importance that you heed His call a¡rd voice. Without God
in your life, your life is void of His goodness, mercy, joy, peace, compassion and love.
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Children's

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

Our "Just in Time God"

Dear Boys and Girls,

As you get older, you will learn
more and more about our wonderful
God. You will also learn how God is
constantly trying to teach us to be like
little children and have faith that He
will take care of us. The Book of
Mormon teaches us to pray about
everything. It teaches us to cry unto
God for all our needs (Alma 34:17),
for the things and people that we are
concerned about and tlen trust God,
and wait. This is called faith.

But waiting is usually the hardest
part. Our human side starts to worry
and wonder. And the evil one also
comes around hoping to make us doubt
and fear. When these things happen,
we can make ourselves stronger and
more hopeful, more faithful, by
remembering how God has taken care
of us in the past, and how God has

always taken care of His people.
Think about the story of Joseph.

When his angry brothers were over-
come by jealousy, they threw him into
a deep pit lr,ithout any food, water, or a
bathroom. He could hear them talking
about how much they hated him and
how they wanted to actually kill him.
Only one brother, Judah (father of the
Jews) disagreed. And just in time, God
showed His plan. God sent a caravan
of travelers right along their path in the
wilds, and Joseph was sold as a slave
instead of being murdered.

And think of Moses. His job was
to lead thousands ofpeople out of
Egypt to freedom in the desert. Even

though God sent a pillar of fire by
night and a tail cloud by day to lead
them, they doubted. But can you
imagine how they felt when God led
them to the banks of a huge sea where
there were no boats to cross? And how
do you think they felt when they looked
behind them and saw the ferocious
army of Pharaoh racing across the
desert towards them?

I wonder how many of them had
faith in God? I wonder how many
screamed in fear a¡rd terror? But, just

in time, God sent a blinding sandstorm
that confi¡sed Pharaoh's armies and i
protected them. Then, God sent a
powerful east wind that parted the
great wat€rs so that Moses and his
followers could run across the sea

bottom to safety. And when Pharaoh's
armies rushed after them, God released

the wind. And just in time, the deep
waters crashed down and fell upon the
enemies of Moses and God's people.

Think. How many times has God
been there'Just in time" for you? How
many accidents has your family
miraculously been protected from?
How many of your problems has He
solved? How many times has God
touched your life in wonderful ways?
Scripture teaches us our God is the
same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.
He will not forsake you. He knows
and loves each one of us. He will
always be there 'Just in time." Don't
give up. He cares for you.

rilith love,
Sister Jan
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A Message from the Seventy
Continued from Page 4

friends named Frank and Anne Falle.
The Church and the goodness of God
in our lives were discussed. Anne
Falle, an expert in needlecraft, is the
lady who made the communion cloths
for our Church in Cala Gogone. She
wanted our cloths to be unique. After
she completed the set, she destroyed
the pattern so it could not be duplicated
for anyone else. Later that same day,
we visited another family, the
Grazellas, and shared many experi-
ences with them.

On Tuesday, June 13, Sister Lena
and I reluctantly left the vibrant group
of saints in Cala Gogone and returned
to the blessed land of America. Their
hospitality was superb during our stay.
The Lord was with us each step of the
way.

Our prayers are for all the saints
in The Church of Jesus Ch¡ist. We
thank you for your prayers.
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Baptisms in
Monongahela, PA

By Sister Leah Nath

On Sunday, August 13, 2000,
four young people surrendered their all
to God. The morning started with
many brothers and sisters gathered at
the waters of regeneration. There were
many visitors from Mesa, Arizona;
Tampa, Florida; Tse Bonito, New
Mexico; Lorain, Ohio; Herndon,
Virginia; and from several branches in
Pennsylvania. We also were privileged
to have Apostles Joseph Calabrese and
Isaac Smith visiting with us.

The four converts were Brian
Joseph Smith who was baptized by
Brother Isaac Smith and confirmed by
Brother Joseph Calabrese; Richard
Louis Scaglione III who was baptized
by Brother Richard Scaglione, Jr. and
confirmed by Brother Richard
Scaglione; Juliette Smith who was
baptized by Brother Richard Scaglione
and confrrmed by Brother Isaac Joseph
Smith, a¡rd Jamie Ann Nicklow who
was baptized by Brother Bob Nicklow,
Jr. and confirmed by Brother Bob
Nicklow, Jr.

Brother Isaac Joseph Smith
opened our meeting and used Romans
l0:9 and the 12ü and 13ù chapters of
Mosiah, concerning that great man of
God, Abinadi. Brother Ike stated that
these four young converts had to
commit themselves to God and said yes
to being baptized in The Church of
Jesus Christ. We must all be commit-
ted and not be ashamed of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. It is our responsibility
to preach and testify of the Gospel.
Abinadi was tried as a man of God.
He withstood his trial and did not turn
back on his commitment to God. He
said, "Touch me not, þr God shall
smite you if ye lay your hands upon
me, þr I have not delivered the
messdge which the Lord sent me to
deliver. . . " Brotherlke also stated,

"God has blessed us today. We should
prepare ourselves for the blessings of
God by fasting and praying more and
to be concerned for one another. We
should enjoy coming to Church and if
we have a distraction, pray about it to
overcome it. We should pray about
everything that affects our lives and
service to God. He will never let us
down. Allow God to take your bur-
dens and rejoice at His answers. He
will give you the strength you need."

Apostle Joseph Calabrese fol-
lowed and stated, "If we go to God, He
will illuminate our minds and give us
interpretations to His great plan and
workings among men." "Are Ye
Able," was the theme of the GMBA
Campout and these words have come
alive! Many confessed, "I Arn Able,"
and were baptized for the salvation of
their souls. Brother Calabrese men-
tioned we are in a miniaturcZion,
spiritually preparing ourselves for the
Zion,Peacnful Reign, that will come.
He told the congregation that we do not
have to be ordained ministers to spread
the Gospel. Those with the gift of
testimony, our testimonies, allow us to
become salesmen and saleswomen for
God. He raises us up and gives us that
spirit of the Gospel Restored. We are
called to His purpose and all things
work out for good. Brother Joe related
an experience from when he was in the
hospital. He kept questioning the
Lord, 'Why are you doing this to me?"
The Lord took him back to the begin-
ning of time, through the galaxy and
the sþ above. He saw Cain kill Abel.
God would not do that to His children.
That is the spirit of evil and it came
from Cain when he slew Abel. Then
Brother Joe saw Joseph Smith
martyred. "The Lord took me back to
my room and put His hand on me, and
said all those that serve God, that all
things turn out good." Brother Joe also
stated that under the banner of the
Restoration, greater things are going to
come. "We need to get that desire.
The Lord is coming to work with you,
provided your knees are close to the
floor."

The meeting drew to a close.
Brother Don Ross reminded everyone
that when we are baptized, we receive
the Holy Chost, the mind of the Father

and of the Son. That is what the four
converts received through the laying on
of hands during their confirmation.
Brother Don said, '"\Mhen Christ was
baptized, the Holy Ghost descended

from heaven in the form of a dove."
Brother Peter Darr had an experience
at the waters of baptism. "He saw a
dove with each of the converts and this
dove followed each convert into the
water. After Sister Jamie Nicklow w¡ls
baptized, the doves, four of them, flew
away together."

Brother Bob Nicklow, Sr., stood
and said while Isaac Joseph Smith was
praying over Sister Juliette Smith, he
saw a planter's pot, a green aloe plant
with four small shoots coming out of it.

Brother Ed Donkin closed our
beautiful morning service with prayer.

During the afternoon service, the
new converts expressed themselves,
thanking God for calling them into His
Church. Sister lvana Scravaglieri,
from Milan, Italy, visited with us and
gave her testimony as well.

We can surely thank God for the
many blessings we have received
throughout our lives. Please keep these
young brothers and sisters in your
prayers. May God bless you all.

Four New Converts in
Fredonia, PA

By Sister Martha Cadman Gehly

"Train up a child in the way he
should go and when he is old, he will
not departfrom it" ( Proverbs 22:6).
This verse certainly is a truism when it
applies to the children of the saints. At
the Fredonia, Pennsylvania Branch, we
have seen evidence of this truism on
four occasions durins the oast vear.

In September 1999, two olour
"children" surrendered their lives to
God. Robert H. Joswiak, son of
Brother Robert and Sister Michelle
Joswiak, was baptized by his great
uncle, Brother Paul Ciotti. Apostle
Russell Cadman bestowed confirma-
tion. A spirit filled day was enjoyed by
visitors from McKee's Rocks, Pennsyl-

(Continued on Page 8)
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Four New Converts
Continued from Page 7

vania and members of Fredonia as
Brother Paul addressed the congrega-
tion.

Rebecca Hemmings was baptized
the next Sabbath at the Penn-Mid
Atlantic Campout by Brother Arthur
Gehly, Sr. Apostlc Isaac Smith
attended to Rebecca's confirmation.
Rebecca is the daughter of Brother
Timothy and Sister Paula Hemmings.

Stacey Shawkey had a dream
where her friends were inviting her to
go out with them. She said,'No, I
have to go to my church to get savedl"
Stacey subsequently asked for her
baptism and was baptized by her
grandfather, Brother Alvin Gehly on
July 9, 2000. Brother Arthur Gehly,
Sr., bestowed the confirmation of the
Holy Spirit. Speakers who spoke from
II Nephi on the subject of baptism were
Brothers Joel Gehly, Paul Gehly and
Alvin Gehly. A very active testimony
meeting followed.

Jennifer Martin made her wishes
known for baptism after Stacey was
baptized. Jennifer was baptized on
August 27,2000 by her father. Jenni-
fer is thc daughter of Brother Gary and
Sister Darlene Martin. Apostle Russell
Cadman confirmed our new sister.
Brother Richard Lawson was the main
speaker. He spoke from II Nephi,
second chapter, concerning the choices
we make in our lives.

Rebecca and Jennifer are the sixth
generation descendants of William and
Elizabeth Cadman who came from
England in 1856. Therefore, a conclu-
sion to the matter is found in Proverbs
13:22, "A good man leaveth an
inheritance to his children's children:
and the wealth of the sinner is laid up
þr the just. "

Visitors at Lake Worth, FL

By Sister Josie Jasmin

We have been blessed the past
few months with visitors from many
different parts of the Church.

One of our meetings welcomed

Brother Chuck and Sister Diane
Maddox and their family from Cincin-
nati, Ohio. Brother Chuck stressed the
importance of a gift, the impact it may
have on the one who receives it. Why
is the receiving of a gift different than
the giving of the gift? "If we would
know the gift of God, then the recep-
tion would be a different one. The gift
of God is the greatest gift that we
could ever receive."

Brother Rocco Benyola from the
Ft. Pierce, Florida Branch followed
this theme and read from James l:17
which states, "Every good gift and
every perfect gift is fron above, and
cometh downfrom the Father of
lights, wilh whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning. " Brother
Rocco continued by stating that God
has given us the gift of the Gospel and
everlasting life, through His Son, Jesus
Christ. God has given us many gifu,
through healings and miracles to
sustain us through the many problems
and trials of life that we encounter
along the way. We were encouraged to
stand firm for the Lord!

At another meeting, Brother
Frank Rogolino, from the Ft. Pierce,
Florida Branch visited us and brought
with him a beautiful spirit, one filled
with love, and joy. Brother Frank used
for his text, Moroni 9, which tells us
that we need to stand before God,
spotless from sin, pure, fair and white.
This comes by being cleansed by the
blood of the Lamb and obeying "all of
His commandments."

Brother Dennis Moraco, from the
Hollywood, Florida Branch visited us
prior to his recent illness. He brought
a beautiful message with him. He
spoke concerning Enos, found in the
Book of Mormon. He related how
Enos rejoiced in the Lord. Brother
Dennis spoke to us on one of the many
fruits of the spirit, the fruit ofjoy. He
said, "Joy comes in many forms but
the joy that is in Christ is the best.
God gives us so much to make us
joyfrrl, both naturally and spiritually.
Enos went out into the woods to
recount his joy in the Lord. When we
live a life on His word and principles,
He will bless us with much joy."

Recently, Brother George and
Sister Stella Benyola visited Lake

Worth. In his sermon, Brother George
reminded us of the beauty of the I

Gospel. He emphasized that we must
be part of the Gospel for salvation and
eternal life with Him. Brother George
read concerning Læhi and how God
used him to warn the people of pending
destruction, Because of Lehi's faith-
fulness and obeying the instructions of
the Lord, he and his entire family made
a successful journey to the Promised
Land. tæhi did all that God asked of
him and commanded him, because of
his desire to serve and please the Lord.

Brother Tony Picciuto a¡rd his
wife, Sister Lydia, visited our branch
recently and we were blessed to have
them with us. Brotler Tony read from
III Nephi, 28ü chapter. We were asked
the question, '"\Mhat did we desire of
God to give unto us?" Brother Tony
encouraged us to be witnesses for the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We were
further encouraged to be missionaries
for the Lord and bring people to the
knowledge of the Restored Gospel.

On Sunday of the same week, we
were privileged to have Brother Tony
Piccuito, along with his wife, Sister
Lydia, plus Brother Lou Vitto and his
wife, Sister Shirley. It was a wonder-
ful Sabbath Day.

Brother Tony opened our service
and recounted to us the four C's, and
one I. The four C's are, Conviction,
Conversion, Commiunent and Com-
pensation (the gift of eternal life). The
one I is being Involved. Brother Tony
instructed us to walk the walk and to
talk the talk in the ways of God.
Brother Lou followed the identical
theme. He encouraged us to be
obedient to the word of God, to love
Him with all of our hearts. Brother
Lou reminded the congregation of the
Parable of the Prodigal Son and his
return home. "We can only find rest in
the Gospel, and in the presence of the
Lord. Nothing should separate us from
the love of God. It is time to be

concerned about our children, the time
is far spent and there is little remaining."

We welcomed Brother David
Checchi from Ft. Pierce, Florida, along
with his family. Brother David's
serrnon was based on the Gospel of
Matthew, the 14ü chapter and the 22"d

verse. This was the event and miracle
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of Jesus walking on the water. The
disciples were fearful, but Jesus
comforted them by saying, "Be ofgood
cheer, it is I; be not afraid." With
Jesus on our side, what have we to
fear? With Jesus on our side, we
should not be afraid of anything. We
are in His safety and protection. Bro-
ther David encouraged us to hold fast
to the end.

Our most recent visit was by
Brother George and Sister Jill Kovacic
from the Miami, Florida Mission.

Brother George spoke on Nephi
and Nephi's preaching on the plaimess
of the Doctrine of Jesus Christ. We
must feast on the words of Christ.
When we fast, we can still feast on the
words of Christ, which will sustain us
through all things. The words of
Christ allow us to be spiritually filled.
Without spiritual fìrcd, we ca¡rnot be

sustained in this life. Our desire
should be to be concerned about the
welfare of our souls and to keep our
souls in good spiritual health! When
we are alive spiritually, we can be a
benefit to others and to ourselves.

Remember us in Lake Worth. God
bless you all is our humble prayer.

Soul Converted in Forest
Hills, FL

By Brother Dan Risola

May 17,2000, was an MBA
service in the Forest Hills, Florida
Branch. During the service, Lilian
Hernandez asked to have hands laid on
for spiritual strength. Lilian, who is
from Colombia, met The Church of
Jesus Christ through Sister Colleena
Eutsey. They work together. Lilian
Hernandez has been attending the
branch as often as possible and por-
trays a loving, kind spirit. Lilia¡r has
expressed her love for God and for
each and every one ofus and wanted
prayer that her husband's heart may
also be changed. While the brothers
were praying for her, the gift of tongues
was given with the interpretation, ",So

do I create them and so do I love
them, thus saith the Lord. " Surely, we
knew God was working in her life.

The following Sunday, May 21,
we saw many visitors at the branch
including Lilian. We began the
meeting by listening to Sisters Mandy
Griffith and Pam Benyola sng, flhen
You Let Him in Your Life. Then Sister
Debbie Gonzalezsang,I/That Isn '1 Lovv.

Brother Lou Pietrangelo opened
our meeting. He spoke about peace,

the peace that our Saviour has given,
using the text found in John 14:l-31
and Matthew l0:34-39.

Brother Milford Eutsey, Jr.,
continued by speaking on how things
have progressed in our society. We
need to stay focused on the Lord who
is the sameyesterday, today, and forever.

During the testimony meeting,
Lilian asked for her baptism into The
Church of Jesus Christ. Sister
Colleena Eutsey and Gelsa Zinzt statd
that as soon as they sat down in their
chair after bearing their testimonies,
they felt that Lilian would ask for her
baptism today. Praise God!

Many gathered at the water's edge

on May 28 to witness Lilian baptized
by Brother Milford Eutsey, Sr. Bro-
ther Milford Eutsey, Jr., then explained
why we believe in the reception of the
Holy Ghost. Brother Jim Speck, Sr.,
offered a prayer that the Lord would
direct a brother to lay hands on Sister
Lilian Hernandez for her confirmation.
Brother John Griffith then stepped
forward and laid hands on Sister Lilian
for the reception of the Holy Ghost.

Brother Ron Giovannone, visiting
from the Liberty, Ohio Branch opened
by stating how important the calling of
God is in our lives. He read from
Malachi and related many experiences
of brothers and sisters who lived good
lives in the Lord. Brother Chuck
Kogler, visiting from Monongahela,
Pennsylvania, continued by telling the
congregation how he came into the
Church. He said that on the \ilednes-

day prior, he kept hearing the song,.I z
a Child of the King, not being privy to
Sister Lilian's baptism. He read from
II Nephi. Brother Miguel Bicelis, from
the Miami-Dade, Florida Mission
followed by reading Mosiah 5:7-12,
speaking of the commitment we take on
in the Church. Brother John Catone,
visiting from Hollywood, continued by
speaking on Daniel's calling. The

spirit is what differentiated Daniel
from the others. Brother John
D'Orazio from Ft. Pierce stated how
no one comes to this Church but
through God. Brother Lou Pietrangelo
then read about Moroni and the
Standard of Liberty.

During the testimony meeting,
Sister Lilian asked to have hands laid
on her because she was upset that her
husband did not witness this wonderful
event. After she sat down in the chair,
Brother Miguel Bicelis came offof the
pulpit with the Spirit of God, and
offered a prayer on Sister Lilian's
behalf in her native Spanish language.
During the prayer, Sister Lilian saw a
white bird come down and take her
sadness and fly away.

Continue to remember Sister
Lilian Hernandez in your prayers that
she may grow in the Church and that
her husband may one day find thejoy
that she has found.

Ordination ¡n South
Bend, lN

By Sister Meredieth M. Martin

September 3,2000, brothers and
sisters from Ohio, New Jersey, South
Carolina, Michigan, Florida as well as

a friend from Malawi, Africa, met
together to witness and participate in
the ordination of Brother Alphonso
Hopkins into the Holy Priesthood of
The Church of Jesus Christ.

Apostle Joseph Calabrese sealed
Brother Alphonso's instructions as he

read from the Minister's Manual his
duties and responsibilities as a servant
and one being called and ordained into
the Royal Priesthood, that is without
beginning or end. Brother Joe in-
structed him to be filled with love and
compassion at all times in performing
his duties before God.

So sweetly and humbly did
Brother Russell Martorana wash
Brother Alphonso's feet. The prayer
before God, opened the heavens and
tears ofreverence dropped as many of
the saints were caught up in this sweet,

(Continued on Page 10)
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Ordination in South Bend, IN
Continued from Page 9

sweet spirit as Brother Alphonso was
set apart.

Brother Mitchell Edwards stepped
forward as the power of God fell upon
him. He laid hands upon Brother
Alphonso, and presented him before
Almighty God by the power of the
Holy Ghost, sealing the holy calling as
an Elder in The Church of Jesus
Christ. A blanket of love overshad-
owed the Priesthood, binding them
together. This love was witnessed and
acknowledged, especially by our
beautiful friend from Malawi.

The preaching of the Ministry, the
singing and testimonies of the saints,
God touched it all. The saints went
away rejoicing in the work of the Lord.

The Lamb's Book of Life
Continued from Page 2

them and spared the city.
Dear friends, please pray that

God will give you and the whole world
the keen interest to make the necessary
preparation for the everlasting dwelling
place on high.

(Ihis article by the late Evange-
Iist Matthew T. Miller is takenfrom
the Bæk of Sermons published by The
C hurch of Jesus C hri s t-Edi tor's
note.)

My Testimony
Continued from Page 3

coming to pass. He asked me, through
the translator, if I could accept going
to dine out with him. I accepted the
invitation since I was completely sure
that he was the one that would be my
husband-the one God had for me.
While we ate, he asked me many things
about my life, with the help of a
dictionary. He made me to understand,
through his sign language, that he
wanted to marry me. He asked me if I

wanted to marry him. I answered him,
yes!

"He returned to the United Staæs.
We spent the four months of our
engagement over the phone and writing
to each other. We got married on
March 22,1997, at a Ch¡istian church
in Bogota, Colombia. Although it
seemed a fair¡ale to me, it was all
made real by God. Salvatore, my
husband's na¡ne, returned to the United
States and I returned to my mother's
house in Bogota until my documents
would be ready for me to go live in the
United States \ryith him. Salvatore
returned to visit in July 1997 and I
finally joined my husband in Michigan
on November 5, 1997.

"The first time that Salvatore took
me to the church he belongs to, The
Church of Jesus Christ, Branch#2,
Detroit, Michigan, I felt the presence
of God there and the pure love of God
through many brothers and sisters.

"That was very different than any
church I had visited before. It caused
me great joy to see how the brothers
and sisters honor and love God, as well
as love each otler as the Word of God
indicates. The Church of Jesus Christ
is the only church that fr¡lfills every-
thing the Scriptures require.

'"The servant of God told me that
God would bless me, and that, through
my husband, would come such bless-
ing. That wÍrs so. Through Brother
Salvatore Conte, I met The Church of
Jesus Christ and by the grace of God,
today I am a member of the Kingdom
of God and His Church.

"Before I met the Lord, I felt like
the most unhappy person in the world,
without oourse, without vision, and not
knowing what to do.

"But now, through His mercy,
God has given me genuine happiness-
a happiness that I had never experi-
enced and today I have. I have seen
that God does not delay the fulfillment
of His promises.

"God has done it all and I could
not have done anything by myself.
God provided me with a wonderñrl
husband, whom he revealed to me
before it would happen. God gave me
a beautiful daughter after the doctors
told me that I could no longer have
children nor nourish them naturally.

My body still functions well, despite
all the surgeries I underwent and i

reduction of some of my organs, etc. I
give glory to God for the realization of
His word in my life.

"I give testimony that the Lord is
coming soon and that everything that I
have written in my dreams and visions
is true. I also testiS that the Lord has
blessed me. I also testifu that many of
the things He showed me have already
commenced to occur, just as the
servant of God showed me.

"Today I am found with my
husband and with my children in The
Church of Jesus Christ that God gave
me. By the will of the l¿rd, I am
baptized and a faithful believer of the
Living God, True and Almighty. My
prayï is that God's will, will allow us
to have a mission in Colombia, to
gloriS the holy name of our Lord Jesus
Christ."

Please note that Sister Rocio, her
husband, Brother Salvatore Conte and
their youngest daughter just recently
returned from a trip to her homeland.
They were accompanied by Brothers
Paul Liberto, Isaac Smith, Alan
Metzler, Miguel Bicelis and Sister
Melissa Bicelis.

The purpose of the journey was to
bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to
Colombia. The Lord certainly blessed
them for their efforts. We now have
eight new members in Bogota, Colom-
bia, including Sister Rocio's mother,
brother, sister-inlaw, and sister.
Please pray for tåem, as they will be
working to establish The Church of
Jesus Christ in Colombia.

(The above article is the testi-
mony and two dreams of Sister Rocio
Conte, a member ofThe Church of
Jesus Christ in Branch #2, Detroit,
Michigan. Her life is a clear example
of the tender mercies of God and of
great pe rsonal fai th- Edi tor's note.)

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING
to all our readers.
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Editorial Viewpoint
.0ont¡nued from Page 5

It is difficult to imagine living a
life without God and His Son, Jesus
Christ. We would be spiritually
destitute. There would be nojoy, no
hope, no charity and above all, abso-
lutely no salvation. Widrout God,
without Jesus Christ, there is no hope.
There is no salvation.

We must rernember that God sent
His Son to overcome the sin and
degradation ofthe wo¡ld. God sent His
Son that wc may feast with Him all the
time. The table is set. The feast is
prepared. We havc to attend the feast.
In order to attend the feast, we must bo
properly attired. \4ten you read more
ofthis parable, you will note that one
tried to attcnd who did not have on a
wedding garment. Because his gar-
ment was not white, acceptâble, the
king had his servants remove the
intruder and cast him into outer
darkness. We must have the proper
garment to attend the feast ofthe Lord.
We must be holy, pure, in essence, the
temple ofGod. This comes through
obedience to His commandments, faith,
repentanca, baptism and reception of
the Holy Ghost.

The Lord said, "I am the Bre¿d of
Life," What better feast than taking
from a meal prepared by Jesus Christ.
Are you hungry? Come urd dine.
Jesus Christ has prepared a royal
marriage feast for you, for all.

Note of Thanl<s

Dear Brothcrs, Sisters, and Friends,

I wish to express my tharùs to all
ofyou for your support during my
tenurc as the Editor for The Gospel
News. Your cards, Ietters, phone calls
and prayers will always be remem-
bered. It was a spiritually rewarding
experience. May God bless ard
reward you all for everything you do
for Him.

Love in Christ,
Brother Don Ross

DIRECTORY UPDATE
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Obituaries

We wish lo express our sympalhy
lo lhose lhat mourn lhe loss of loved
ones. May God bless and comfort you.

FRANCES DiNARDO

Sister Fra¡ces DiNardo, a mem-
ber ofthe Hollywood, Florida Branch,
passed on to her heavenly reward on
June 17, 2000. Siste¡ Fran is survived
by four children, Brother Paul
DNardo, Sisters Angie Stone and
Nancy Smith, and Anthony DiNardo;
two sisters, Sisters Viola Catone a¡d
Rosemarie Ali, and seven gra.ndchil-
dren.

IIARRY ALBERT MARS}IALL

Brother Harry Albert Marsball, a
member of the Bell, Califomia B¡a¡ch,
passed on to his heavenly reward on
August 13, 2000. He was an ordaincd
Elder in Thc Church ofJesus Christ.
Brother Harry is survived by one
brother and one sister.
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Children Blessed

Julian Michael Campitelle, son ofNorman and Sue

Campitelle, was blessed in Branch #1, Chesterfield, Michi-
gan on July 30, 2000.

Jourda¡r Adrian La Feir, daughter of Joseph and Jenny
La Feir, was blessed in Branch #1, Chesterfield, Michigan
on August 27,2000.

Charles Wayne Roberts, Jr., son of Charles and

Michele Girimonte Roberts was blessed in the Roscoe,
Pennsylvania Branch on July 30, 2000.

Thomas James Roberts, son of Danny and Lisa Cullen
Roberts was blessed in the Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch on

July 9, 2000.

Baptisms

Sister BelindaDeLaCruzwas baptized on July 9,2000
in the Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch by Brother Jeffiey
Giannetti. She was conf¡rmed by Brother Tom D'Orazio.

Sister Tammi Martinez was baptized on July 9, 2000
in the Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch by Brother Tom
D'Orazio. She was confirmed by Brother Paul Aaron
Palmieri.

Brother Tommy Casillas was baptized on July 9, 2000
in the DallasÆort Worth, Texas Branch by Brother Joseph
Ignagtti He was conftrmcd by Brother Jeffrey Giannetti.

Brother Doyle Bryant was baptized on July 30, 2000 in
the DallaslFort Vy'orth, Texas Branch by Brother Tom
D'Orazio. He was confirmed by Brother Joseph lgnagni'

Sister Heather Renee Everett was baptized on August
13, 2000 in Branch #1, Chesterfield, Michigan by Brother
Thomas Everett. She was confirmed by Brother Larry
Champine.

Brother Thomas George Komjathy was baptized on

Iuly 23,2000 in Branch # l, Chesterfield, Michigan by

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Brother Michael LaSala. He was confirmed by Brother
Peter Scolaro. /

Lisa Azzuraro wÍ¡s baptized on January 23, 2000 in thL

Simi Valley, California Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Edmund Buccellato and confirmed by Brother Tony
DeCaro.

Kristan Elzby was baptized on August 13, 2000 in the

Bell, California Branch. She was baptized by Brother
Vincent Scalise and confirmed by Brother Rudy Meo.

Lilian Hernandez was baptized on May 28, 2000 in the

Forest Hills, Florida Branch. She was baptized by Brother
Milford Eutsey, Sr., and confirmed by Brother John Gritrth'

Fiftieth Anniversaries

We wish to express our congratulations to lhose
celebrating these signifcant milestones in their lives' May
God bless you.

Sister Nancy DiFede of the Lake rrllrofth, Florida
Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23, 2000 .

Sister Josie Jasmin of the Lake Worth, Florida Branch

celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of Jesus

Christ on July 23,2000.
Sister Betty D'Orazio of the Edison, New Jersey

Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.

Sister Jennie Schmitt of the Metuchen, New Jersey

Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.

Sister Edith Blazer of the Metuchen, New Jersey

Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.

Sister Mary Jane Cervone of the Levittown, Pennsylva-

nia Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church

of Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.
Sister Joan Longuillo of the Edison, New Jersey

Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.

Sister Rose Stransþ of the Atlanta, Georgia Branch

celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of Jesus

Christ on July 23,2000.
Sister Marie Cihomsþ of the Phoenix/lvfesa, Arizona

Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.

Sister Susan Arcuri of the Metuchen, New Jersey

Branch celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.

Sister Mary Peni of the Freehold, New Jersey Branch
celebrated her fiftieth anniversary in The Church of Jesus

Christ on July 23,2000.
Brother Joseph Peri of the Freehold, New Jersey

Branch celebrated his fiftieth anniversary in The Church of
Jesus Christ on July 23,2000.
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rrAre Ye Ablett

By SisterMandy Grffith

"Believe ye that I am
ABLE. . . ?" Thesaints ofGod
were reassured this week that the
Lord is able to do all things. We may
have weaknesses and stumbling
blocks, but our God is able to help us
step up to the challenges of life, to
overcome our adversary, to change
the world by shining our lights, and
to maintain the momentum we need
to take this Gospel forward. rile
were inspired, strengthened, and
tremendously blessed throughout the
week as many souls rendered obedi-
ence to the Lord, and He showed us
once again that He is in control: He is
our strength, our hope, our salvation.
He is able to save our souls.

Camp Director, Brother Chris
Scolaro, was directed to choose the
theme, "Are Ye Able," with four sub-
themes for each day: Are Ye Able to
Step Up Now; To Overcome; To
ihange the World; To Keep the
Momentum. Each day we focused on
a specific theme and found that
through Christ, we are able to accom-
plish all things expedient unto Him.

Over four hundred brothers,

sisters, and füends were in attendance
for this year?s camp, andthe blessings
began as soon as we arrived. Sunday
morning, Apostle Isaac Smith, opened
our meeting, speaking of "The Way."
Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and
the life . . . there is only one way, one
path to follow and Christ has set the
example. In these last days, the Lord
is building the highway to Zion. It is
not a toll road; He already paid the
price for us. There is only one way
into the Kingdom ofHeaven: it begins
with repentance and baptism. Brother
Jim Sgro followed, saying, "Jesus is
the keeper of the gate. We must enter
through Him." We can't spend our
time wandering down other paths.
Jesus Christ is our direct path to
salvation. If we are not found on that
path, we need to change direction,
repent and begin again on the right
road. Through Christ we can conguer
our sin. Brother John Griffith contin-
ued by saying, '"\Me are able to stay
on the straight and narrow road with
the Lord on our side." Without Him,
we are lost and wandering around, on
the outside looking in. Our maps, the
Bible and Book of Monnon, are
before us and can direct us through
life. Later, we had a communion
service Sunday night and felt the
Spirit of God. Brother Tom D'Orazio
addressed the important message of
sanctification. "Sancti$ yourselves
therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the

Lord your God." lile must sancti$
ourselves if we want to feast with the
[¡rd. Brother Tom Everett followed,
saying,'"The Lord has made us able
ministers of the Gospel, dispensers of
His Spirit." And the blessings contin-
ued. . .

Monday: Are Ye Able to Step
Up Now? Brother Ken Lombardo
opened chapel and introduced the
day's theme by sharing an experience
in which he stepped to the challenge of
sharing his testimony with a friend.
We must be ready to step up to the
opportunities that come our way and
be ready to tell of Jesus. With this
thought, everyone broke into seminars
and furthered the theme. That evening,
Brother Ken Staley began by speaking
of stepping up to the call of the Lord.
We are all called to work for Him.
Brother David Catalano followed with
the invitation of baptism. What keeps
us from stepping up and answering the
call of Christ? As we felt the spirit of
repentance in the meeting, Apostle
Peter Scolaro spoke and advised us to
not resist the Spirit of God. What
have we accomplished by saying no to
the Lord? What have we gained? We
must step up and say, "Here am I" if
we want to be used by God. Following
the service that same spirit tugged at
the hearts ofour young people, and
after special prayers eight young

(Continued on Page 7)



2 December 2000

(I Thessalonians 5:21) or to attest to
thefact that the event of fulñll:lrrg (

(Revelations 14:6,7) was fulfilled.
Also see II Corinthians 13: I .

3. One Who Personally Sees and
Observes

As mentioned above, it was
necessary for God to supply more
witnesses to the great event that
transpired September 23, 1827.
Following is "The Testimony of Th¡ee
Witnesses." Their testimony is also
found on the front pages ofThe Book
of Mormon (refened to above).
On the same pages, there is a testi-
mony also of eight more witnesses,
however, I will focus only upon the
three witnesses: (l) Oliver Cowdery,
(2) David Whitmer and (3) Martin
Harris.

"Be it known unto all nations,
kindreds, tongues, and people, unto
whom this work shall come: that we,
through the grace of God the Father,
and our Lord Jesus Christ, have seen

the plates, which contain this record,
which is a record of the people of
Nephi, and also of the Lamanites,
their brethren, and also of the people

of Jared, who came from the tower of
which hath been spoken. And we also
know that they have been translated
by the gift and power of God, for His
voice hath declared it unto us; where-
fore, we know of a surety that the
work is true. And we also tesljfY that
we have seen lhe engravings which
are upon the plates; and they have
been shown unto us by the power of
God, and not of man. And we declare
with words of soberness, that an
angel of God came downfrom
Heøven, and he brought and laid
beþre our eyes, that we beheld and
saw the plates, and the engravings
thereon;and we know that it is by the
grace of God the Father, and our Lord
Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bear
record that these things are true. And
it is marvelous in our eyes. Neverthe'
less, the voice of the Lord com-
manded us that we should bear
record ofit; wherefore, to be obedient
unto the commandments of God, we
bear testimony of these things. And
we know that if we are faithful in

"Witnesses" Prove the Book of Mormon is True

By Apostle Joseph Calabrese

Webster's dictionary describes
witness as follows: One who person-
ally sees or observes anything; that
which furnishes evidence or proof;
attestation of afact or event; testi-
mony; a person who gives testimonY
or evidence in a judicial proceeding;
one that sees the execution of an
instrument and subscribes to it þr
conf rmation of its authenciqt, etc.

l. Instrument - Bible
The Bible proves or furnishes
evidence with many scriptures that
the Book of Mormon is true.

Apostle JosePh Calabrese

a. Ezekiel3T:15-17 speaks of
"The Stick of Judah and the
Stick of Joseph being one in
God's hand.

b. Psalms 85:10,13 and Isaiah
45:8 speaks of "Truth shall
spring out of the earth."

c. Isaiah ll:12 speaks of"Setting
up an ensign for the nations."

d. Isaiah 29:ll-18 speaks of"The
vision of all is become unto
you as a book that is sealed."

e. Genesis 49:22-26 speaks of
"Joseph is a fruitful bough by
a well whose branches run over
the wall."

There are many more Bible
references that witness or show
evidence and give testimonY of the
truth of the Book of Mormon.

2. Attestation - Fact - Event

a. Revelations 14:6,7 speaks of
"And I saw another angel flY in
the midst of heaven having the
everlasting Gospel."

On Septemb er 23, 1827, this
angel came to earth and delivered the
plates or records of the Book of
Mormon to Joseph Smith. See the
brief account Joseph Smitlt's experi-
ences and the rise of The Church of
Jesus Christ. This account can be
found in the front pages of The Book
of Mormon published by The Church
of Jesus Christ, Sixth and Lincoln
Streets, Monongahela, Pennsylvania.
Soon after Joseph Smith received
these records, God supplied more
witnesses. He knew that it would be

necessary to "Prove all things"



Christ, we shall rid our garments of
the blood of all men, and be found
spotless before the judgment seat of
Christ and shall dwell with Him
eternally in the heavens. And the
honor be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost, which is one
God."

I will now give you more evi-
dence and proof on the lives ofthe
Th¡ee Wiüresses. Most of the follow-
ing is quoted from'Zion's Warning."
This was a paper printed by Bamey
R. Fuller.

"Oliver Cowdery, Martin Harris
and David Whinner lived to be old
men. They died renewing their
testimony of the authenticity of the
Book of Mormon. A study of the
psychology ofthe deathbed reveals
that when men realize their time has
come, they are moved with an urge to
set themselves right to meet their
Creator. This is a time when frauds
and hypocrisies are dropped and even
selÊstyled. Atheists call upon God to
forgive them.

"If these three men had entered
into a plot with Joseph Smith to bear
false testimony about the Book of
Mormon, it seems utterly inconceiv-
able lhat all three of them would have
renewed such testimony on their
deathbeds.

"It is a significant fact of great
importance that all three of these men
later became disassociated from the
church, for many years, with feelings
of bitterness towards it and its leaders,
and yet they clung tenaciously to their
testimony about the Book of Mormon.
Therefore, one of the strongest evi-
dences of the validity of the testimony
of the three witnesses is the fact that,
although one of them never again
affiliated himself with the church,
while the other two came back to it
just prior to their deaths, yet, at no
time throughout the entire course of
their lives did any of them deny their
testimony regarding the plates and
the divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon.

"If the testimony of the th¡ee
witnesses were not valid, if they along
with Joseph Smith had not had the
experience that they claimed to have
had, Joseph Smith as president of the

church, would never have allowed
them to be excommunicated. He
would have been afraid that they
would accuss him of instigating a
fraud and enticing them to enter into a
collusion to deceive the world. But
each of these four men knew that they
had seen an angel and had heard the
voice of the Lord, and they dared not
deny that which they had experienced,
lest they lose their salvation.

"For ten years after being
excommunicated from the church in
1838, Oliver Cowdery practiced law
in Ohio, Wisconsin, and Michigan.
The following incident is indicative of
Cowdery's attitude while he was
affiliated with the church. During the

course of a murder trial, the attorney
for the defendant arose and, with
taunting sarcasm, challenged Oliver
Cowdery in the following words:
'May it please the court and gentle-
men of the jury, I see Oliver Cowdery
is going to reply to my argument. I
wish he would tell us something about
that golden Bible that Joe Smith dug
out of the hill; something about the
great fraud he perpetrated upon the
American people, whereby, he gained
thousa¡rds of dollars. Now he seems

to know so much about this poor
prisoner, I wonder if he has forgotten
all about Joe Smith and his connection
with hirn.'

"Finally, it came Oliver Cow-
dery's turn to reply. He arose and
was as calm as a surnmer moming.
There was no hesitation, fear, or
anger, in his voice. He replied: "May
it please the court and gentlemen of
the jury, my brother attorney on the
other side has charged me with
connection with Joseph Smith and the
golden Bible. The responsibility has

been placed upon me, and I cannot
escape reply. Before God and man, I
dare not deny what I have said, and
what my testimony contains as written
and printed on the front pages of The
Book of Mormon. May it please your
honor and gentlemen of the jury, this I
say, I saw an angel and heard his
voice - how can I deny it? It hap-
pened in the da¡ime when the sun
was shining bright in the firmament;
not at night when I was asleep. That
glorious messenger from heaven,

dressed in white, standing above the
ground, in a glory I have never seen

anything to compare with - the sun
insignificant in comparison - told us

if we denied that testimony there is no
forgiveness in this life nor in the
world to come. Now how can I deny
it? I dare not; I will not!" This
statement is found in The Witness of
the Book of Mormon, Preston Nibley,
page 45.

The following is from the record
of W. H. Homer's interview of
Martin Harris.

'Young man," answered Martin
Harris with an impressiveness, "Do I
believe it? Do I see the sun shining?
Just as surely as the sun is shining on
us and gives us light, and the moon
and the stars give us light by night,
just as surely as the breath of life
sustains us, so surely do I know that
Joseph Smith was a true prophet of
God, chosen of God to open the last
dispensation of the fullness of times;
so surely do I know that the Book of
Mormon was divinely translated. I
saw the plates. I saw the angel. I
heard the voice of God. I know that
the Book of Mormon is true, and that
Joseph Smith was a true prophet of
God. I might as well doubt my owtr
existence as to doubt the divine
authenticity of The Book of Mormon
or the divine calling of Joseph Smith."
(Ibid., p. ll7-ll8)

David Whinner interviewed in
1886 declared: "As sure as the sun
shines and I live,just so sure did the
angel appear unto me and Joseph
Smith, and I heard his voice and'did
see the angel standing beþre us, and
on a table were the plafes, the sword
of Laban, and the ball or compass.
(Ibid., p. 99)

"It is recorded in the American
Encyc I op e di a and Encyc lope di a
Britannica that I, David Whiuner,
have denied my testimony as one of
the three witnesses of The Book of
Mormon, and that the other two
witnesses, Oliver Cowdery and
Martin Harris, denie.d their testimony
to that book.

"I will say once more to all
mankind that I have never at any time

(Continued on Page 11)
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Message from the Quorum of Seventy Evangelists

Working Together to Evangelize the Gospel of Jesus Christ

By Evangelist John Grffith
Quorum of Sevenly Evcngelists President

We are brought together for a
purpose. We have been chosen to
know and serve Him. Ephesians 4;10-
12, "And he gave some, aposlles, and
some, prophets; and some, evange-
lists, and some, pasîors qnd leachers;
Þbr the perfecling of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for lhe edifying
ofthe body of Chri*."

Before His departure, Jesus Christ
established the Kingdom ofGod when
He put His Church structure in place
as noted above. Its boundaries include
the fellowship of all sincere believers
who accept His plan a¡d live the life of
discipleship, following each and every
point of His doctrine as øught tlrrough
His Church. It is essential that we be
ofone spirit and one purpose. God
Almighty is the author of our faidr and
the provider of our salvation. Within
our fellowship, we strive to please our
Lord.

Unity is a key element in the
preservation and succcss ofour Church
operation. The unity that Brother
William H, Cadman, past General
Church Presidcnt. sought evcn during
his final days herc on earth was not one
ofdress apparel or meal preference but
was for the unity bascd upon our
individual connection with Christ. He
is our ''bread of lifc." By believing in
His death a¡d resurrection and devot-
ing ourselves to living to meet His
requirements, we become more a¡d
more dependent upon the working of

His Holy Spirit to teach and guide us.
By praying for the adva¡cement of His
Kingdom here on earth, by not thinking
and,/or expressing negative thoughts
about others, by being positive in our
thinking process and building each
other up, and by being united individu-
ally with Christ, we are united a¡d
enjoy the pleasing favor ofthe Lord,

How can we all be involved in
evangelism? In Matthew 9:37, it is
stated that "the harvesl truly is
plenleous, but the labourers are

few... " Throughout the scriptures,
each of His disciples is encouraged not
to put the light ofunderstanding Christ
under a basket, but to let it shine so

that others may seo.

Jesus looked into the crowd to
find those willing to accept this com-
mitment to obey and serve. Thank
God He saw us. As GodgaveHis Son
authority to establish His kingdom, so

did Christ transfer that authority to His
Church ministry in order to seek out
new disciples. Each member of this
Kingdom carries a responsibility to
help others find Christ.

Prepare yourselves to be used.
Study His word so that you can
distinguish it from unsound doctrine.
K¡ow His teachings. Practice what
you'll preach. Fellowship with the
saints on a regular basis. Allow
yourselfthe opporhrnity to support tho
Church's missionary efforts either at
home or abroad. We are taking the

good news of Christ to all peoples:
every kindred, tongue and nation.

We are commissioned a high
priority restoration responsibility to
take His message of hope and etemal
life to the Native Americans or úe
Seed ofJoseph. There is a place for
you in the building of His kingdom.
Are you preparing for it? Are you
seeking your place?

Spiritual preparation is an act of
faith. During the eating ofthe Pass-
over meal, the Hebrews were dressed
for travel. This was their sign of
preparedness (Exodus 12:l-30). We,
too, must be prepared for the fulfill-
ment of God's promises. One is that
the Gospel will be heard by His entirc
cre¿tion and all will be given the
opportunity to know Him as Lord and
Savior. By your being prepared, you
display an act of obedience, making
yoursclves a living sacrifice. This
preparedness reminds us ofour depen-
dence upon our God; and because of it,
we are more apt to share our faith with
others. Gontly and respectfully we
bear our testimony. r#e witness of
God's goodness toward us. As they
listen, they see our hope in Christ.
Through our lifestyle, they see our
commitment to Him.

Ten trips by Church missionaries
were scheduled between October a¡d
December, 2000. As the Lord blesses
you, support the Church, Pray for
continued rlevelopment of His kingdom
at home and abroad and among the
Seed ofJoseph. Remember our
brotlers and sisters as they travel to
many nations. Many more are being
planned. Don't forget that trip to next
door!

I am humbled that God would use

a sinner such as L Once I was lost, but
now am I found. God bless all who
seek to bring forth His Zion!

Merry Christmas
To All Our Readers
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Editorial Viewpoínt

"And the angel said to them, Fearnol:for, behold,I bringyou good tidings ofgreatioy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in lhe city of David a Saviour, which is
Chr¡st the Lord" (St. Luke 2: l0-l l).

Once again, it is that time ofyear when people throughout the world celebrate the birth of Jesus

Christ. This year, let us consider the many spiritual births and new beginnings we have
witnessed and will witness in the future. First of all, nothing can match the impact that Jesus

has madein ourlives byHis coming intothe world. WithoutHis birth, wewould onlyhave death

to look forward to. But when was Jesus really born? Many scholars of the Bible have argued
this point for many yeÍ¡rs. There is an answer to this question. He was bom the day you opened
your heart and let Him inside. No one can remember what it was like before they were born.
It is the same way spiritually. God does not remember anything that happened before the day
you accepted Jesus Christ and went down into the waters of baptism, and received the Holy
Ghost through the laying on of hands. That day is your personal "Christmas." It is the day that
Jesus Christ was born in your heart.

Another birthto consideris God's refreshing mercy and forgiveness. In one portion ofscripture,
Paul said that he dies daily. Once Jesus has been bom within us, we have the opporh¡nity to
repent of our daily mistakes, v¡ith a sincere desire to never make those mistakes again. God
quickly sends His amazing grace and we feel reborn. This is what is truly meant by God creating
us that \rye might have'Joy," as the Book of Mormon points out. In this sense, every day is like
"Chrishnas" in our lives, as every day brings a new beginning.

The birth of The Church ofJesus Christ occurred when Jesus cÍrme to earth and established it
with all the ordinances, power, authority, a¡rd all ofthe positions of responsibility. However,
it ne€ded to be "reborn" or "restored" in order to survive, just like our daily repentance is so

necessary for our personal spiritual survival. Like the joyful feeling we get when we are
forgiven, there is ajoyful feeling in knowing thatThe Church of Jesus Christ is upon the earth
once again, having been restored.

At the recent General Church Conference, there was much spoken about the birth ofthe Church
throughout the world in places it had never been before. In Colombia, there were eight baptisms
recently. This year, Christmas for those eight people occurred the day they went into the waters
of regeneration. God is opening doors everywhere for the Church to get a foothold. As was
prophesied, the Church in the last days would be small, and the congregations of saints would
be few, but they \ilould be everywhere.

Thisleadsustoconsiderañ¡turebirth. "Andtheyshallassistmypeople,theremnantofJacob,
and also as many of the house of Israel as shall come, that they may build a city, which shall
be called the New Jerusalez " (IIINephi2l:23). Many Chrisùnas cards today say "Peace on
Earth." True peace on Earth cannot happen until the Peaceful Reign is established and the New
Jerusalem is built. This is the day that every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus

Christ is Lord. This is a day we long for, the ultimate refreshing of our spirit. The words of the
song Good Morning God describe this future birth perfectly. "For day is here at last, let all
the earth rejoice. Il'ake the smallest creatures up to hear myfather's voice. Good morning,
world! This day I made þr thee, a day ofioy so great, a day ofjubilee. "

There are many wonderñrl things to consider this season regarding birth. Let us cherish them
all and thank God most of all for His wonderfi¡l gift of birth.
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The

Children's

Corner
By Sisîer Janet Steinrock

Dear fäends,

One ofthe best things you could
ever be is a peacemaker. In Jesus'
sermon made on the mountain, He told
the crowds, "Blessed are thc peace-
makers, for they shall be called the
children of God."

\4/hat is a peacemaker you ask?
Well, it is the opposite of a trouble-
maker. A peacemaker uses words and
actions to calm people and situations.
A troublemaker likes bad excitement.
When a peacemaker hears bad things
about others. they pray for those
people instead ofgossiping or telling
others. A troublemaker likes the
excitement of stirring people up, even
in a bad way; they often like to shock
people with bad news. A peacemaker
likes to soften bad news in a way so
that people can solve a problem.
Which one are you?

In the Bible, we are taught that
each one ofus is like part ofa body.
One person may be like a toe that helps
balance the entire body. Another
person is like an ear that listens and
hears the needs and troubles of others.
Another person who is very helpful is
like a hand, always reaching out. Still,
another person is like the eye that sees

what is beautiful and what is special.
A peacemaker understånds that every
person is different.

Every person is needed just like
every part of the body is needed. Mary
times oûer people want everyone to
think and act ìe ìüay they do. They
also walt people to act exactly as they
do. This is not possiblc. Many times,
in many ways, there are two or more
right \,vays to do things, A peacemaker
reminds us that this is so. A peacemaker
helps others to see that the othcr person's
way of doing things is also important.

How do I become a peacemaker,
one of the "child¡en of God," you ask?
The first thing to do is to find a quiet
place where you can think a¡d ølk to
the Lord. Tell Him the desire ofyour
heart. Tell Him that you would like to
becomc a peacemaker and ask Him
how best to do this. Then pray to have
more love in your heart. Because once
you start loving someone, you can
forgive tlem. You can easily pray for
them that tleir burdens will be lifted.
You can get to know them so that you
begin to understand what makes them
think a special way.

You can stop yourself from
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talking mean or critically about them.
You can think about yourselfand your /
own bad habits instead oftheirs. You
can help tìem even ifthey are crabby
or upset because tIe Scriptures æll us,
'?erfect love casteth out fgets rid ofl
fear." So you will Iove them, not fear
them, and you will be able to get close
to them and help tlem frnd peace. God
is good. He needs you to help others,
He is waiting for your prayer, asking
Him to change you into a peacemaker.
He cares for you.

Your fricnd,
Sister Jar

DIRECTORY UPDATE
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A Thought
God made the world
round so we would

never be able to see too
far down the road.
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Back to School 2000

By Sister Karen Progar

While waiting for his vice-
president and chaplain to arrive for a
meeting, an overpowering desire came
upon the Perur Mid-Atlantic A¡ea
MBA President, Brother Larry Ali.
That driving desire to do something
special for the children and young
people of our area culminated in a
Back to School 2000 seminar.

The topic for the August 26,
2000, all day seminar was chosen by
Apostle Paul Palmieri, who felt
inspired to make sure our children
know how important "Making the
Right Choice" is. Brother Paul began
the afternoon by stating how excited he

was that this event was taking place
and mentioned how enlightened he
became when he received the list of
numerous schoolteachers and adminis-
trators in the Penn Mid-Atlantic Area.
He also stated that he feels that this
type ofan activity is necessary and
hopes to see it repeated in subsequent
years.

Brother Paul Ciotti, who had
assisted Brother Palmieri in organizing
the seminars, addressed the children,
prior to their seminars. Using the first
chapter of Daniel, he explained to them
how Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were taken from their homes
to a strange land. Even though they
had left their comfort zone, they never
forgot the teaching of their parents,
likening this to how today's young
people should remember their Church
teachings. When confronted with a
difficult choice, these four did not do
the easy thing and accept the fbod
given them. They asked for food,
which their custom allowed them to
eat, and trusted that God would let
those in authority see that He had taken
care of them. As the scripture reveals,
" . . . tl¡eir countenances appeared
fairer and fatter in flesh than all the

children which did eat the portion of
the king's meat." Brother Paul con-
cluded, reminding the children not to
give in to peer pressure and not to fear
being different. If we behave the way
we should, God will make us shine.

Using our Area's educators as
instructors for the seminars, the
students broke into a number of classes
in which they discussed the whole
annor of God and how it helps us in
making those right choices, Following
the wonderfrrl afternoon session, a
dinner was served and enjoyed by
everyone who participated in the day.
The Imperial Ensemble played wonder-
ful hymns during the meal.

Our evening service, open to the
entire Area, was begun by Brother
Rich Scaglione who is our acting Area
Chaplain. Brother Rich spoke from II
Nephi 2:25-30. In the 27ù verse, the
scripture states, '"\Mherefore men are
free according to the flesh; and all
things are given them which are expe-
dient unto man. And they are free to
choose liberty and eternal life, through
the great meditation of all men . . . "
We are free to make our choices, he
stated. The students were encouraged
to make the right choice, by choosing
etemal life, according to the will of His
Holy Spirit. Brother Rich stressed the
following portion of the 30ü verse, "I
have spoken these few words unto you
all, my sons, in the last days of my
probation; and I have chosen the good
part, according to the words of the
prophet . . .' Heconcluded by stating
that we should give God the benefit of
directing our choices, referencing Alma
37:37, "Council with the Lord in all
thy doings, and He will direct thee for
good."

GMBA President, Brother Paul
Aaron Palmieri, instructed the children
to follow God's plan. Brother Paul
related a recent experience ofa young
brother who realized that by not keep-
ing in touch with his friends from
Church, he was being influenced by his
friends at school to the detriment of his
soul. Fortunately, the young man's
grandfather noticed what was going on
and encour4ged him to get back into
the circle of his friends from Church.
Brother Paul noted that young people
would want to get reacquaint€d with

their school friends next week. While
we should continue to speak to our
school friends, he stated that we must
make sure that they are made aware of
our values. Young people should feel
free to speak regarding the differences
in their lives, even inviting their friends
to Church. Brother Paul concluded,
stating that in his young life, he knew
whom his friends would always be and
together they all would be serving the
Lord.

Brothers Patrick and Jason
Monaghan, along with Brother Paul
Ciotti, Jr., sang a lovely acapella
version of lt's My Desire. Apostle
Paul Palmieri offered a special prayer
for the children, prior to their return to
school. Sister Karen Progar sang,
Give of Your Best to the Master.
Brothers Jordan Giannetti, Joshua
Nicklow and Jonathan Nath sang,
Jesus Use Me, after which Brother
Joshua Nicklow closed our meeting in
prayer. It was a good day. The Lord
blessed us and we are truly grateful.

GMBA Carnp 2000
Continued from Page 1

people asked for baptism. Praise God.
It was their time to step up and be
counted as a child of God.

Tuesday: Are Ye Able to
Overcome? Brother Bob Batson
opened the chapel service with ex-
amples of men in the scriptures who
overcame adversity. Naman, who had
leprosy, was told to go to the River
Jordan and wash seven times, and he

would be healed. Because of his doubt
and resistance, he almost stopped a
miracle from happening. Likewise,
Gideon was told by God to lead an
army into battle. He was afraid and
needed re¡Nsurance tt¡at God would
help him accomplish the task. He laid
the fleece before the Lord and over-
came his fear. Many times, our own
will, our fear, our unbelief stands
between us and the power of God. We
can't limit the Lord. There is freedom
in serving God: freedom from fear,
freedom from our personal struggles,

(Continued on Page 10)
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Baptism in Atlanta, GA

By Sister Bonnie Kunkel

On Sunday, September 17, 2000,
saints from Mid-Georgia and Atlanta,
Georgia gathered in Atlanta to witness
another soul render obedience to the
Gospel, It was a cool, beautifll
moming when John Anthony Flores
was taken into the waters of regenera-
tion by Brother Ken Staley.

After retuming to the church,
Brothcr Mark Kovacic, Presiding
Elder, opened the meeting. Present
were many of our new brother's family
mcmbers, Brother Ron Morle was
asked to explain laying on ofhands
and why we do this. Our new brother
was then confirmed by Brother Tom
Jones. Sister Rutl Morris from Mid-
Georgia statcd that while Brother John
was being confirmed, she saw a white
dove fly towards heaven carrying a
banncr upon which John's name had
becn engraved. Brother Ken then
related a short experience tìat he had
at the water's edge. Air temperatures
were chilly that moming and the water
was cold but after coming out of the
water, Brother Ken said that places he
was wet felt very warm and he never
did feel cold. This was God's way of
letting Brother Ken l¡ow tlat He was
with us a¡d He was pleased.

Brother John Flores tìen expressed
himself, thanking God for all of His
loving care and how he now felt "it is
time to give something back," Brother
John's mother then thanked God for all
of His goodness and stated shc was
very happy for her son. He had always
been a wonderÂrl son and a great bless-
ing to her. Sister Melanie, our new
b¡other's wife, thanked God for calling
her husbard into the Gospel that they
might serve the Lord together. After a
few remarks from Brother Mark
Kovacic and a remindcr, 'While I was
still a sinner, Jesus died for me, how
can I not serve Him?", the meeting was
closed in prayer by Brother Sam Kunkel.

Unfortunately, we had only a
short time to fellowship ald have
lunch, before we had to vacâte the
building, This only added to our
incentive úat we have a building of
our own here in Atla¡ta so that we may
enjoy all of the blessings the Lord
sends us.

Baptism in Modesto, CA

By Sister Valcri¿ Dulisse

On the moming of September 24,
2000, we gathered at the river shore to
witness the baptism of Bill Guerrero,
the nephew of Brother Jesse and Sister
Maryann Guerrero. Brothcr Jess and
Bill walked into tho wâter together and
at t¡o moment that Brother Jess raised
his arm to baptize Bill, stating, "Hav-
ing authority given me ofJesus Christ,
I baptize you," both of them had a¡r

experience in which the water sur-
rounding them that was cold before,
suddenly became warm and comfort-
able. Bill's friend who had never
attended our Church was standing on
the shore, videotaping the event, and
was overcome by the spirit, utd
weeping. The friend later explained to
Bill that he had seen a white light
shining down upon Brother Jess and
Bill at the moment when Brother Jess

raised his arm! This was such a
powerÂrl confirmation of the authority
of The Church of Jesus Christ! We
thank God for this experience.

When we retumed to the Church,
Brother Leonard Lovalvo opcned our
meeting, explaining that our new
Brother Bill has ta.ken the first steps of
faith, repentance and baptism in begin-
ning his new life in Christ. Faith was
the first prerequisite. The Apostle Paul
malres our duty clear. Once we begin
to understand Christ's Gospel, a Godly
sorrow brings repentance. Christ
preached to His disciples faith, repen-
tance and baptism. Brother Leonard
explained that a conversion takes
place, and we begin to change by the
gift and power of the Holy Ghost. The
last step after conviction and conversion
is commitment. A transition happens
as we begin our new life in Christ.

Brother Leonard told Brother Bill
that this Ministry has the power and i
authority to confer upon him the gift of
the Holy Ghost. And once it is be-
stowed upon you, it will be with you
forever, One day, we will all face
God, a¡d He will tell us, "I gave you a
gift, the Holy Ghost which my Son,
Jesus Christ died for," Do we realize
that we are responsiblc for allowing
this beautiful gift to work in our lives,
a¡d that we will be accountable to God
one day for the way in which we
responded to it? The gift of the Holy
Ghost will bring pcacc in our livcsl it
will direct and guide us in our choices.
The Comforter within us makes inter-
cession for you a¡d I. Our hearts filled
with joy at this thought. We don't ever
have to go it alone in our lives, We
live by hope, hope in our salvation.

Brother Leonard encouraged us to
have the patiencc to hope, serving God
in spirit and in truth. If we allow the
Spirit of God to work, thc trarsforma-
tion in our livcs will be complete.

Brother Bill Guerrero was con-
firmed by Brother Leonard Lovalvo.
Brother Bill gave a beautiful testimony
of his love for tlris spiritual family.
After a beautiful season of testimony,
we all gatlered together for lunch a¡d
an aftemoon of fellowship. May God
bless you all is our humble prayer.

An Old Gospel Meeting in
Lorain, OH

By Sister Rose Palacios

In a fast and prayer meeting, these

words were spoken, "I will shake the
heøvens for my people and my power
shall fll rhis building!"

Truly these words became real
when four ordinations took place in the
Lorain, Ohio Bra¡ch on May 14,2000.
The glory of God was in our midst and
He bestowed His blessings upon us.

Many saints gathered from
Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Ohio to
witness the ordinations ofBrothers Sam
Altomare and Nephi DeMercurio, Jr.,
as Teachers, a¡d Sisters Mary Nardozzi
and Aileen Calabrese as Deaconesses.
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Brother.Tony Calabrese began the
'meeting by ælling the brothers and
sisters that Sister lva Davis had seen
the late Brother Frank Altomare,
Brother Sam's father, in the room
where our Elders meet before the
Sunday Service meetings begin. This
confirmed Brother Sam's experience of
his father being there for his ordination.

Brother Nephi DeMercurio, Sr.,
opened our service with prayer. He
asked God that His Spirit would be in
our midst. The Word of the Lord came
forth by Sister Rose Palacios, saying,
"I will pour my blessings upon you
lhis day, saith the Lord!"

Brother Mark Naro spoke in
regards to mothers, as this was
Mother's Day, and the importance
mothers have played in the lives of all
in attendance, both spiritually and
naturally.

Brother Paul Ciotti, Sr, opened
the meeting and read from Ecclesiastes
9ù chapter, verse ten. He made a few
remarks regarding mothers and told an
experience ofa brother who had not
gone to Church in a while. One
Sunday, this brother was at home and
he heard a voice call him by name and
said, "Brolher, go to Church. Don't
you lanow that God is your Father and
the Church is your Mother?" He
made his way to Church and was
faithñ¡l until the day the L¡rd called
him home. It was very encouraging to
hear of God's love and mercy. Truly,
where could we go? He has the words
of etemal life.

Brother Paul then read the l0ü
verse, "l[hatsoever thy hand fi ndeth to
do, do it with thy might, þr there is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest. "

As he spoke, he said, we look
forward to these ordinations. It is not
so much you in the offices; it is the
office in you, striving to bring forth the
work of God. The purpose of these
offices is to bring this message to the
world. He asked, "Does the world
know that you have been called the
sons and daughters of God?" Like in
the days of old when God called
Samuel three times and Eli told him to
answer with the words, "Here I am
Lord speak. " So everyone in Israel

ar¡d Bathsheba knew that Samuel was
a prophet of God. He ended his
discourse by saying, "LÆt us be able to
make a blessing to someone today, that
we may know where we are going that
our eyes may be fixed on the work of
the latter day glory, when the Lord
shall bring Zion again."

Brother Bill Colangelo followed
by reading from Isaiah, Chapter l,
verse 18, "Come now, let us reason
together, saith the Lord. Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be white
as snow, though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool." He
spoke of his late beloved wife, Sister
Ch¡is. I believe we all felt his loss and
how much he loved her, as he loves his
mother, the Church.

\üe then sang, To the llork.
Brother Joseph Calabrese was our next
speaker. Before he read, he com-
mented on how the Lorain Branch has
held fast and prayer meetings for over
twenty-five years and he attributes the
answered prayers and callings to the
many years of prayer meetings. He
then read the duties for the office of
Teacher and Deaconess.

We sang, lllhere He Leads Me, as
the candidates carne forward to have
their feet washed. Brother Frank
Palacios embraced Brother Sam
Altomare before washing his feet and
spoke the Word of the l-ard, "These
are my callings, saith the Lord. I have
called them. I have called them, saith
the Lord. "

Brother Sam's feet were washed
by Brother Frank Palacios. Brother
Nephi's feet were washed by Brother
Joseph Cotellesse from Michigan.
After these feet washings, the Elders
formed a circle around our two candi-
dates. Brother Paul Joseph Ciotti
prayed for the brothers who were to be
ordained Teachers.

Brother Joseph Calabrese or-
dained Brother Sam Altomare into the
office of Teacher. In his prayer, he
mentioned how the late Brother Fra¡rk
Altomare was smiling down on his son
and that Brother Sam might follow in
his father's footsteps and encouraged
him to be faithñ¡l to his calling.

Brother Nephi DeMercurio, Sr.,
ordained his son, Brother Nephi Jr.,
into the office of a Teacher. As he

prayed, he remarked how his son has
grorryn and the Lord has been with him
that he would be able to sow love and
have the ability to communicate. It
sounded very beautifrrl to hear a father
saying tl¡ese words over his son,
"Flaving authority given to me of Jesus
Christ, I ordain you a Teacher in The
Church of Jesus Christ."

Our two Deaconess candidates
came forward to have their feet
washed. Sisær Mary's feet wsre
washed by her daughter, Sister Leona
Buffa. Sister Aileen's feet were
washed by Sister Carla King.

After these feet washings, the
Elders again formed a circle around
our sisters. Brother Tony Calabrese
prayed for our sisters who were to be
ordained Deaconesses.

Brother John Buffa ordained his
mother-in-law; Sister Mary, and
Brother Mark Naro ordained Sister
Aileen into the office of Deacoqess.

As Brother Paul Ciotti embraced
Sister Mary, he spoke in the gift of
tongues. Sister Kristy Johnson was
given the interpretation to be, "If you
call me, I will answer. If you pray,I
will hear."

Our four candidates were given
the opportunity to testi$ and they each
told of the experiences they had in
regards to their callings. The Elders
and other members of the congregation
also testified of experiences relating to
these callings. Sister Rose Palacios
testified that she had a dream where
she saw two sisters on one side of the
sacrament table and two brothers on
the other side of the table. She then
saw two white doves fly up from where
the sisters were sitting and two other
white doves flew up to where the
brothers were sitting and then all four
doves met at the top of the ceiling.
This is exactly how the ordinations
took place.

Another blessing we felt occurred
as Brother Nephi Sr., was anointing
Brother Tony Calabrese and the gift of
tongues were spoken.

The Spirit of God was surely in
our midst this day. Brother Paul Ciotti
closed our meeting with prayer and we
continued our fellowship over lunch.
We thank God for the ouþouring of
His blessings.
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for me. May God bless each and every
one of you with His richest blessings
always! What a wonderftl Church,
The Church of Jesus Ch¡ist!

Sister Vicki Calabrese
l,orain, Ohio Bra¡ch

*+**++*

My wife and I would like to thank
all our brothers, sisters, and friends
who have been praying for our daugh-
ter Borurie and us through this long
ordeal ofca¡cer. She went home to
our God on September 30, 2000. She

never seemed to be in pain, never took
the doctors prescription in these many
months of battling this disease, We
had somc bcautiful experiences during
this period of time to give us strength.
Wc want to thank you all who have

been praying for us, also for the many
cards and flowers. We never felt alone
with all your support.

God bless you all,
Brother Doug and Sister Pat Mcl-ella¡t
Denver, Colorado Mission

GMBA Campout 2000
continued from Page 7

and freedom from the evil one. The
Lord is able to help us overcome
ourselvcs a¡d submit to His \¡/ill.
Throughout the day we pondered this
theme, and in the afternoon, we went to
the waters to witness the young souls
ofthose who were able to overcome
a¡d choose Christ. Tuesday evening,
the ministry confirmed the new con-
verts, and the word ofthe Lord was
spoken, saying, "MY Son Paid a great
price for this grft to be given lonighL "
Thank God for this great price Paid,
enabling us to be partakers ofthe
Kingdom of God. Aler testimonies
from tÏe new converts, Brother Phil
Jackson spoke on the armor ofGod.
Each ofus received an armor to wear
the day we were baptized. With this
armor, we can overcome an¡hing. We
are fully protected by the Lord, and if
wc can just open our eyes to see tle
armor that we arc wearing everydaY,

we will feel empowered, knowing that
we can overcomo any adversity that {

comès our way. Brother Paul Ciotti
continued, advising us to drink from
the well of Jesus Christ. We ca¡
overcome tlte enemy and cross the lines
ofevil by following Jesus' example
ard walking in His paú. Jesus crossed
the line by coming to earth. He
overcame tIe world. He is able to help
us do the same.

Wednesday: Are Ye Able to
Change the World? Brother Rick
Scaglione began today's chapel with
the story of Ammon and King Lamoni.
Through the Spirit of God, Ammon
was able to change the heart of King
Lamoni. Through his words and his

love, a soul was changed. We can

have an affect on the lives ofmankind.
One by one, every soul counts. We
can shine our ligbts to the world and

allow Jesus Christ to touch the hearts

and minds of the people in this wo¡ld.
As we went into seminars, we talked
about the changes we can make in
ourselves to better our world around
us. Ifeveryone took up the challenge

to improve his or her individual life,
the world would be a very different
place. Like the h¡mn in the Songs of
Zion, ChecWng onMe, we need to look
in tle mirror each day and ask the Lord
to help us be the servant He \¡r'ants us

to be. That evening, Apostle Paul
Palmieri encouraged us to maintain our
righteousness. "Le¿m all about the
Church, know it backwards and
forwa¡ds." We represent the Church to
the world. We must walk in Christ's
path to be favorable examples for our
Lord. Ifwe can accomPlish this, the
world will see the change in us. Later
that evening, more of our young people

decided to make that change and ask
for baptism. The Lord continued to
call His children,

Thursday: Are Ye Able to
Keep the Momentum? Brother Bob
McDonnell opened the morning
meeting, asking us to look through our
mind's eye. "Jesus has the feast table
spread with spiritual food. This is
awaiting us ifwe keep going and serve
Him to the end. There is no other
reason for your existence except to
serve God." The momentum continued
on throughout the day as we again

Note of Thanl<s

Dear Brothers a¡d Sisters,

I wa¡t to thank God for His Son
Jesus Christ and for all Hc has done
for me, In the last five months, I have

been very afflicted due to a ligbt stroke
a¡d heart condition. Though not
completely well yet, I am doing much
better, I am contributing my progress

to the many prayers, telephone calls,
and cards that I have received from all
over the Church, both domestic a¡d
foreign. You have proved many times,
over and over, the great love you have
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went to the waters of baptism. There
were still some that had been putting
offthe call of repentance, and the word
of the Lord came forth again saþg,
"My Son v)enl into lhe water, vh!
can't you? " The spirit was strong and
many more souls were touched a¡rd
struggles were ended as the child¡en of
God answered His calling. That
evening, the Adult and Children's
Choirs sang praises to the Lord, The
ne\¡r' converts received confirmation of
the Holy Ghost, and we heard from the
three GMBA officers of how blessed
they have been in serving the lnrd
through the avenue of the GMBA.
Brother Paul Aaron Palmieri, Brother
Jeffrey Giannetti, ard Brother Isaac J.
Smith tha¡ked the Lord for the oppor-
tunity to serve and for the great out-
pouring of His Spirit throughout the
week. A wondcrfi¡l total oftwenty-
eight souls requested baptìsm through-
out lhc week, and instead of naming
them day-bylay for fear of forgetting
one, here are all the names ofthe new
converts:

Jameson Staley, Daniel Arcuri,
Christine Maddox, Jeannette McMilan,
Patrick Giarmetti, Amanda Straccia,
Adam Kimbro, Jorda¡ Gia¡netti,
Andrew Jackson, Aaron McMilan,
Jonathan Suska, Angie Clark, Rick
Scaglione, Brian Smith, Jamie Nick-
low, Alison Turley, Ryan Hutten-
bergcr, Keith Eutsey, Rilla Palmieri,
Ivana Scravaglieri, Alyson Genaro,
Sarah Vitto, Jenny Vargo, Melanie
Capone, Mary Vucinich, Heather
Everett, Felicia Cross a¡d Julictte
Smith.

Wotds cannot sufficiently relate
to you the spirit we felt at this camp.
The Lord's power was so strong, ald
many beautifu I individual experiences
were had that space does not permit us
to share. Angels ministered unto us,
Jesus Christ was present, and lives
were enriched and changed. We are so
thankful, truly thankfi¡l and grateful, to
be a part of The Church ofJesus
Christ. What a privilege! What a
heriûage! What a mighty God we
serve! He is able to do all things! We
are able to inherit the Kingdom of
Heaven through the mercy and grace of
Jesus Christ. Lord, we are able. Our
spirits are thine.

"Witnesses"
Continued from Page 3

denied that testimony or any part
thereofl I also þstiô., to the world that
neither Oliver Cowdery nor Martin
Harris even at anlime denied their
testimony. They bodr died reaffirming
the truth ofthe divine authenticity of
The Book of Mormon." An Address to
All Believers in Christ, p.8 (1887)

I¡ a¡other inþrview with David
Whihner, September 5, 1881, Elder W.
H. Reilly and G. A Blakeslee (RLDS)
visited David WhiEner at his home,
Richmond, Ray County, Missouri.

"After breakfast, we called on
David Whitmer, Sr., meeting him just
outside of his residence, and introduc-
ing ourselves. He invited us into the
house and directed us into a small
room, presumably his own resting and
sleeping apartment. He is now up-
wards ofseventy-six years of age,
having been bom January 7, 1805. He
talks with ease ard seemed at home
with every subject suggested; and
without an effort, se€mingly, went on
to ampli$r upon it, so that we had
nothing to do but question, suggest,
and listen. His intellect is far more
vigorous ald retentive than we ex-
pected to find. He is careful in his
speech, for he studies to express
himself in such a way as not to be
misunderstood; a¡d it hurts him to be
misrepresented. A reporter called to
sce him some time ago, asked a few
questions and went offand published
that he had denied his testimony
conceming the truth of The Book of
Mormon. This hurt him so, that he is
very careful now, to have some known
friends present when strargers call to
see him. This accounts for the pres-
ence of otlers when we were tïere.
Speaking ofJoseph Smith the seer, he
said (and this is very nearly his word-
ing): 'It makes no difference what
others say, I know Joseph Smitl was a
prophet ofGod, and he tra¡rslated The
Book of Mormon by the inspiration of
God from the plates of the Nephites .

Some people tlink if they can only
male it appear that Joseph's life and
character were not perfect, a¡ld that he

had human weaknesses, that it would
prove that he was not a prophet; yet the
samo persons will believe that Mose$,
who killed the Egyptian, and David,
who took a multitude of wives, and
Solomon, who was a polygamist and
idolater, and Peter, who lied a¡d cursed
etc., were all prophets, a¡d should be
honored and respected, What the
individual life of Joseph Smith was
after he tra¡slated The Book of Mor-
mon, had nothing to do with the
question as to whether he was, or was
not inspired to bring that book forth. "'

This interview with the above
elders continued. They asked many
more questions of David Whitrner,
conceming Joseph Smith's life and
character, also his vision they had of
the a¡gel with the plates, etc. The
remainder ofthe interview can be
found in the Church History, RLDS,
pages 369-37l, vol. [V. There have
been ma.ny other individual testimonies
we can relate, space and time does not
permit to do so. However, I would like
to give vent to my own personal
experience as a testimony of the truth
of The Book of Mormon and The
Church of Jesus Christ, I can sayas
Christ said to the Apostle Peter, when
he asked him, "who do men say that I,
the Son of God, am?" Peter re-
sponded, "Thou art the Christ, tho Son
ofGod.,." It was then Jesus said,
"Blessed art tlrou . . . for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee,
but my Father who is in he¿ven"
(Matthew 16:13-17). I can attest to the
same. More than once, God has givcn
me revelation conceming the above
truth. A book I have personally
*riTten, Missionary Endeators dt
Home and Abroad - An Autobiogra-
phy and Personal Experiences of
Apostle Joseph Calabrese. This book
can also bc purchased, along with
other literature, from The Church of
Jesus Christ Print House, 8282
Boettner Road, P.O. Box 30,
Bridgewater, MI 481 l5-0030. Finally,
one last comment. The Church of
Jesus Christ is a separate and distinct
orgurizalion. We have no affiliation
with any other group having the same
name or similar name. Our headquar-
ters are at Monongalrela, Pennsylvania.
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I WEDDING *

Jamie Paternoster and Lisa Azzimro were unitd in
holy matrimony in the Simi Valley, California Branch on
August 19, 2000.

Birth Announcement

Amira Denise Hopkins was bom on September 7,

2000. She is the daughter of Sister Consuella and Brother
Alphonso Hopkins of the South Bend, lndiana Mission.

Ordinations

Brother Sam Altomare ofthe Lorain, Ohio Branch was

ordained a Teacher in The Church of Jesus Christ on May
7 , 2000. His feet were washed by Brother Frank Palacios

and he was ordained by Apostle Joseph Calabrese.
Sister Aileen Calabrese of the [.orain, Ohio Branch

was ordained a Deaconess in The Church of Jesus Christ on

May 7,2000. Her feet were washed by Sister Carla King
and she was ordained by Brother Mark Naro.

Brother Nephi DeMercurio, Jr., of the lorain, Ohio
Branch was ordained a Teacher in The Church of Jesus

Ch¡ist on May 7,2000. His feet were washed by Brother
Joseph Cotellessee and he was ordained by Brother Nephi
DeMercurio, Sr.

Sister Mary Nardozzi of the Lorain, Ohio Branch was
ordained a Deaconess in The Church of Jesus Christ on

May 7,2000. Her feet were washed by Sister Leona Buffa
and she was ordained by Brother John Buffa.

Brother Frank Palacios, Sr., ofthe Lorain, Ohio
Branch was ordained an Elder in The Church of Jesus

Christ on August 20,2000. His feet were washed by
Apostle Joseph Calabrese and he was ordained by Apostle
Peter Scolaro.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Baptisms and Reinstatement

Cristina Lindley Churchill was baptized in the Dallas/
Fort Worth, Texas Branch on July 9, 2000. She was

baptized by Brother Joseph lgnagni, and she was confirmed
by Brother Paul Aaron Palmieri.

Saladine Foy was baptized on September 24,2000, n
the Freehold, New Jersey Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Harold Litttlejohn, and he was confirmed by
Brother Carl Huttenberger, Jr.

Bill Guerreo was baptized on Septembet 24,2000 n
the Modesto, California Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Jesse Guerrero, and he was confirmed by Brother
Leonard Lovalvo.

John Anthony Flores was baptized on September 17,

2000 in the Atlanta, Georgia Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Ken Staley and confirmed by Brother Tom Jones.

Karen Watford was reinstated into The Church of
Jesus Christ through the laying on of hands by Brother
Mark Kovacic on October 9, 2000.

Obituaries

PAUL MI.'LLA

Paul Mulla of the Detroit, Michigan area passed away

to his eternal reward on February 19, 2000. Left to mourn

are his wife, Elleanor (Bianci) Mulla; two sons, James

Mulla and Daniel Mulla; one sister, Catherine Petrie; two
granddaughters and several nieces and a nephew'

FRANCES C. CAPONE

Sister Frances C. Capone, a member of the Plumbrook,

Michigan Branch passed away to her heavenly reward on

July 25, 2000. She w¿¡s an ordained Deaconess in The

Chûrch of Jesus Christ. Sister Frances was preceded in

death by her late husband, Brother Peter H. Capone. -Left to
mourn ãre rwo daughters, Sisþr Vanessa Watson and

Valerie Capone; three sons, Brothers Timothy, Michael and

Peter Capone; three sisters, Sisters Antionette Pontillo,
Almerinda Kaczrnarek and Olivia Parravano; four brothers,

John Ausilio, Brother David Ausilio, Daniel Ausilio and

Brother Anthony Ausilio, eight grandchildren and many

nieces and nephews.

MICHAEL F. COCCO

Brother Michael F. Cocco, a member of the lorain,
Ohio Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on March 9,

2000. He was an ordained Deacon in The Church of Jesus

Christ. Left to moum are his wife, Sister Katherine
(Maselli) Cocco, trruo daughters, Deborah Cocco and Dawn
(Cocco) Dice; one son, Joseph Cocco; one brother Anthony
Cocco, and eight grandchildren.

()


