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My Testimony
My Brother Alfred Burch
November 22, 1963

] I was born on the Muncey
Indian Reservation in 1906, I was
brought up in the Anglican Church.
but I bad no interest in it.

I began to attend church mect-
ings in The Church of Jesus Christ
after my wife had attended a few
meetings. My wife became ac-
quainted with the Church through
Sister Elizabeth Groesbeck. She often
talked about the Church at home. She
said there was more love shown in
The Church of Jesus Christ than our
own church. I started to go myself. I
thought I would go just to please her.
1 found that it was true what she said.
There was more love and kindness
shown.

Soon, the brothers that belonged
to the Church became acquainted
with me, and told me about the
Church. About a year after I started
to go, I seemed to understand. They
began to tell me to join the Church.
They told me I had to be baptized. 1
said I couldn’t very well do that,
because I was already baptized in the
Anglican Church, I thought I was all
right. 1 quit going to church fora
while. I was led away from the
Church because of drinking. Then I

started to have troubles. I went to the
hospital to be treated for lockjaw. I
was there for three and a half months,
I came out in March 1956.

While I was home, I met the
Ministers of The Church of Jesus

.Christ.. Brother-Reno.Bologna came

to pay me a visit while I was sick in
bed. I became more acquainted with
him through his visits during that
summer. I went back to the hospital
three times during the summer. In
December, I came out of the hospital
and Brother Reno came to sce me
again.

He asked my wife how are you
fixed financially to see¢ you through
the Christmas holidays? My wife told
him we had nothing. He donated $10
to us. At that time, I started to realize
what The Church of Jesus Christ
meant,

I still continued to drink alcohol.
I drank many types of alcohol. I
became an alcoholic.

I returned to the hospital again
for an operation. So after I had the
operation, I came home. I started to
go to Church again. 1realized I must
be disobeying God, and He was
punishing me by sending me back to
the hospital. I still continued to drink.
1 went back to the hospital and had six
more operations.

Then I realized I had to serve
God. SoIknow that I must be a hard
man, So God had to break my heart

to give me the understanding that I had
to look up to Him.

When 1 realized this, T had a
vision. I saw myself in the church. 1
was on a stretcher as though I was
going for an operation, There were
three men around me, all dressed in
white. They were preparing me for an
operation. Then I saw mysclf by the
river bank. I saw a man in the water
up to his waist. The water was very
clean where he was standing. Then I
saw myself carried in the water on the
stretcher, and they took me out of the
water and I saw myself wheeled into
my room at home. It was a beautiful
room, the nicest room I ever saw.
Then 1 woke up.

I asked my little boy where did
we go, he said no place, 1 was here all
the time. So I told him my dream. As
time went by, I had another dream.

I met a woman all dressed in
white. Iasked her what must I do to
know God. She said pray. Isaw
myself down on my knees and a bright
light was around me. I woke up. But
I went along the same as before,
carrying on.

One day I left home. 1went
about a half mile down the road, and
entered into an old empty house for no
reason at all. Then I went back home.

The following weck, 1 returned to
the same house with the feeling that

(Continued on Page 10)
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The Everlasting Covenant

By Apostle V. James Lovalvo

In Isatah 24:5, it is written, “The
carth also is defiled under the inhabit-
ants thereof, because they have
transgressed the laws, changed the
ordinances, broken the everlasting
covenant.” Here are words that
definitely speak of a people who
transgressed the laws, changed
ordinances, and broke an everlasting
covenant,

While it can be readily agreed
that, from time to time, Israel trans-
gressed the laws of God and did that
which was evil in His sight, yet the
Lord did not make an everlasting

Apostle V., James lL.ovalvo

covenant, so far as the law was
concerned, with Isracl. The Apostle
Paul says, “Wherefore the law was
our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by
faith.”

It is also understood that no man

was saved by the law but that all men,
even before Christ, looked forward to
the redeeming blood of the Saviour
for eternal salvation. By faith in Him,
then, they hoped for eternal justifica-
tion. All the prophets from the
beginning of the world spoke of the
Christ, who was to come to the earth
to redeem mankind.

To no man did the Lord make an
everlasting covenant. Even to
Abraham, the promise was not to him
exclusively but in his seed, which seed
was Christ.

The promise to Israel was that a
Messiah would come and that they
should hearken to Him. The words of
Moses were, “The LORD thy God
will raise up unto thee a Prophet from
the midst of thee, of thy brethren, kke
unto me; unto him ye shall hearken.”

Isaiah also spoke of the coming
Messiah very eloguently, It is my
contention, thercfore, that the ever-
lasting covenant was made to, and
broken by, a people under a different
dispensation than that of the law.
They could not break a law or cov-
enant which was never made to them
under the Mosaic Law. What is,
then, the everlasting covenant which
was broken and by whom was it
broken? '

A covenant is a pact, an agree-
ment, a contract between two parties.
Some contracts are verbal, while
some are written and sealed by
signatures of both parties. God did
make some covenants with Israel.

. -jNoné"o'f these, however, was the
" everlasting covenant which Isaiah says/
" was broken. ‘ ‘

- Paul said, “For ﬂle.law.__xﬁa_.de
nothing perfect . . . ” and,
© . “But.now that he obtained a

“. * more excellent ministry, by how much
~"also he is the Mediator of a better

covenant, which was established upon
better promises.

- “For if that first covenant had
been faultless, then should not place
have been sought for the second.”

He also stated:

“Behold, the days come, saith the
LORD, that I will make a new cov-
enant . . .

“Not according to the covenant
that [ made with their fathers, in the
day that i took them by the hand, to
bring them out of the land of
Egypt . ..

“But this shall be the covenant
that I wiil make with the house of
Isragl; After those days, saith the
LORD, I will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and they
shall be my people.”

Here is an indication which
positively tells us of a new covenant.
This new covenant, or contract was to
be made by God through the agency of
His Son, Jesus Christ. The Lord God
Himself says about His Son, * . . .This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him.”

The Apostle Paul again said,
“And for this cause he is the Mediator
of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the
transgressions that were under the first
testament, they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inherit-
ance.” Christ then was to be the
Testator of this new testament.
Through Him, the everlasting cov-
enant was to be made.

The everlasting contract, or
covenant could not be made to anyone
else except His Disciples, who were
His Church. Listen, then, to the
serious and majestic words of the /
Saviour, as He made the everlasting
covenant to His Church in St. Mat-
thew 28:18-20,

“And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto
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 me in heaven and in earth.

“Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost;

“Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.
Amen.”

Please notice that Christ said,

“ . ..lamwith you alway . . . ” Here
indeed is a promise! It is the everlast-
ing covenant that He would keep
unfailingly.

It takes two parties to make a
covenant, Jesus made this promise to
His disciples, or His Church. Note
how He commands them, “Go ye
therefore . . . The disciples, or the
Church, were expected to keep their
part of the agreement, which was
simply to keep the teachings and
commandments of Jesus undefiled,
unadulterated, and pure. “If ye love
me, keep my commandments.” The
Lord admonished them. Again Jesus -
said, “Abide in me, and I in
you . . . He that abidcth in me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit . . . ” Additionally, He stated,
“As the Father hath loved me, so have
I loved you: continue ye in my love.”

Christ also promised them that
certain signs would follow the true
believers in Him. The Apostle Paul
clearly sets forth the gifis in I
Corinthians, 12th chapter. These signs
and spiritual gifts would continue so
long as the Church would keep her
part of the covenant, or agreement.

We know that, if one of two
partics breaks the agreement clearly
set forth in a contract, the loyal party
is not obliged to continue in his part
of the contract. The everlasting
covenant, made between Christ and
His Church, shows that they, the
disciples, were to preach and teach all
things whatsoever the Lord had
commanded them. In return, the Lord
Jesus would be with them always,
ven unto the end of the world. For
sheir efforts in preaching His Gospel,
a reward of eternal joy awaited them.

No greater blessing could have
been bestowed on them than to be in
the mansions of glory with Jesus

providing they, the Church, would
continue to abide in Him. Unfortu-
nately, however, the Church did not
continue in His love, nor did they keep
their covenant to love Him and keep
His commandments.

Grievous wolves entered in, not
sparing the flock. Ordinances and
commandments were trampled under
feet. Virtuous laws were supplanted
by hypocritical substitutions. Men
who were supposed to be teachers of
righteousness turned out to be vicious
and evil exponents of untruths,
smoothly veneered with false humility
and false love until the true and really
sincere persons were purged from the
Church.

It was not long afier the death of
our Saviour that men deviated from
the Lord’s commandments to teach
¢ .. all things whatsoever I have
commanded you . . . 7 They went into
forbidden paths, forgetting the pure
and simple teachings of the Lord and
substituting their own personal
opinion and commandments; and, as
St. Matthew 15:9 says, “But in vain
they do worship me, teaching for
doctrines the commandments of men.”

Jesus and His disciples taught
baptism by immersion. Yet, it was
not many years later when other
modes of baptism were introduced and
practiced, which, although very
convenient to man, was and is at
variance with Christ and His com-
mandments.

Definitions of the word “bap-
tism” by theologians and scholars,
both of yesteryear and today, give a
light to baptism which is certainly not
according to scripture. Let me add at
this juncture, however, that The
Church of Jesus Christ, which I
represent, definitely believes and
practices baptism as commanded by
Christ and His disciples; and this is by
immersion,

There is no question that the
mode of baptism which was practiced
not many years after the death of the
Saviour and is now practiced by most
professing Christians was, and is, a
far cry from the true mode of baptism
as prescribed in the Holy Bible.

Truly, the Apostle Paul was
correct in saying, that “ . . . inthe

latter times some shall depart from the
faith . . . 7 Christ reiterated Isaiah’s
words that “ . . . for doctrines they
shall teach the commandments of
men.” Isaiah again says, “. .. be-
cause they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinance, broken the
everlasting covenant.”

Every student of the Bible should
agree with me that the true and only
way to baptize is recorded plainly in
the Bible. Nevertheless, suffice to say
that Paul, the Apostle, prophesied
definitely that there would be a
departure from the faith. He warned
Timothy to,

“Mcditate upon these things;
give thyself wholly to them; that thy
profiting may appear to all.

“Take heed unto thyself, and
unto the doctrine; continue in them:
for in doing this thou shall both save
thyself, and them that hear thee” (1
Timothy 4:15-16).

How he must have groaned:
within at the frightful picture of the
future when men would become
lovers of themselves, trucebreakers,
blasphemers, and the like. With tears,
he told the brethren, “ . . . that after
my departing shall gricvous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing the
flock.”

Jesus Christ saw the condition of
the Church in the future when He
said, “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing, but inwardly they are ravening
wolves.” The Lord wamed them that
... many false prophets shall rise,
and shall deceive many.”

He knew that there would arise
men who would seck their own
interests, and to achieve such, they
would do anything, even to using the
name of God in the crooked and
perverse dealings.,

Christ said that:

“Not every one that saith unto
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in
heaven.

“Many will say to me in that
day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied in thy name? And in thy name

(Continued on Page 10)
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A message
from the

Seventy

Domestic Missionary Operating Committee

By Evangelist Leonard A. Lovaivo
Chairman, Domestic Missionary Operating Committee

The Domestic Missionary Operat-
ing Committee (DMOC) was estab-
lished at the October 1998 General
Quorum of Scventy Evangelists
(GQ70) Conference with the intent that
it assist the Regions in expanding the
domestic base in the United States and
Canada. The DMOC reports directly
to the GQ70 and will coordinate its
domestic outreach efforts with the
Region Missionary Operating Commit-
tees (RMOC). (The RMOC will
continue to report to the RQ70 and
Region but will also report functionally
to the DMOC).

The other officers of the DMOC
are Evangelists Dennis Moraco, Vice
Chairman, and Jerry Valenti, Secre-
tary. The commitice is also comprised
of the seven RMOC Chairmen. They
are the following Evangelists:

Atlantic Coast—1Joseph Perri

Great Lakes—Nephi DeMercurio
Ohio Mid-West—Wayne Martorana -
Pacific—James Huttenberger
Penn-Mid Atlantic—Richard Lawson
Southeast—Eugene Perri, Jr.
Southwest—Dwayne Jordan

An important assumption is that
the growth of The Church of Jesus
Christ is the concem of every Church
member. Therefore, the DMOC will
be listening for ideas and suggestions
that would enhance the GREAT
WORK OF THE LORD. Contact
your RMOC Chairman to offer your
assistance, as well.

INFORMATION-GATHERING
QUESTIONNAIRE

An information-gathering ques-
tionnaire sent to RMOC Chairman in
January 1999, resulted in the following
responses.

1. What are your Region’s needs?
Activities; fellowship; to grow in love,
unity, the Spirit of God, and member-
ship; visits; seminars; Church build-
ings; resident ministers in various
locations; ordained officers; and finan-
cial assistance.

2. How can the Ministry be of assis-
tance 1o those needs?
Weekend events or visits to the
branches and missions for a longer
period of time; visitation programs
with support personnel using a team
approach; resident minister for 2-3
months; weekend Evangelistic services
with personnel to follow up on leads.

3. What types of programs need to be
implemented to evangelize the
Gospel?

Relocation of a Minister where there are

needs; preaching to uplift and confirm

our mission and beliefs; special pro-
grams tailored for the specific needs of
cach branch; Sunday evening meetings.

4. What have you tried that worked?
Weekend events to bring the youth
together; singing meetings; picnics/
outings; guest speakers.

WEEKEND MEETINGS
{

On the weekend of October 23-
25, 1998, a committce of six Brothers,
Leonard Lovalvo, Jim Huttenberger,
Anthony Piccuito, Louis Vitto,
Leonard A. Lovalvo, and Ron Genaro
visited the Atlantic Coast Region to
present an Evangelistic Program. On
the Friday evening, we met at the
Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch for a
singspiration and preaching service.
Saturday morning, we met with the
Elders and Teachers and presented
information regarding marriage enrich-
ment seminars, counseling, and com-
munication techniques. In the after-
noon, everyone was invited to engage
in a seminar with the topic, “Preserv-
ing the Family.” Saturday evening and
Sunday moming meetings included
singing, preaching, and testimonics.

The liberty of God’s Spirit was
enjoyed throughout the weekend and
the feeling was that the response from
the region attendees showed great
appreciation. It was a beautiful
experience with wonderful results such
as an increase in love, fellowship,
cooperation, and hospitality. Oral and
written comments suggested that we
make return visits.

During the first weekend this last
October, the same brothers listed above
presented a similar program in the
Great Lakes Region. On Friday
evening, a singspiration and preaching
meeting directed to the young was held.
On Saturday morning, a seminar was
conducted on the qualitics and tech-
niques necessary 1o promote the
Gospel. In the afternoon, our topic
was “Preserving the Family,” and the
evening service was devoted to singing,
preaching, and testimonies, The
Sunday meeting was combined with the
Great Lakes Region Conference.

These events required the involvement
of many people, which proved to be
very rewarding to those who made pre-
sentations as well as those who attended.

PROMOTION OF THE GOSPEL

The promotion of the Gospel
requires that everyone becomes in-

{Continued on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint . . .

We are starting a new century, We are also starting a new millennium. How many of us ever
thought that we would see this event?

Here we are, witnessing two new measurements of time. A new one hundred years. A new one
thousand years. Time truly marches on. It waits for no person or group of people.

The media at large has spent the last cighteen months or more informing the general public of
the many so-called perils going into the new millennium. They would have you believe that the
world is coming to anend. Ttis safe to say the water will run, the ¢lectricity that lights our homes
will continue to work, and everyday life will no doubt continue as before. Have you noticed
that credit cards that expire in the year 2000 and later are working just fine? The monthly
statements ar¢ accurate and they have not stopped arriving in the mail because of date problems.

1t is unfortunate that mankind docs not spend as much time focusing on the Lord. It is sad that
focus is lacking on the miflennium with Jesus Christ which occurs after the First Resurrection.
You would think the emphasis would be on scrving the Lord through repentance, baptism and
reception of the Holy Ghost. By serving the Lord in truth and in spirit, by enduring to the cnd,
one will be part of the First Resurrection and millennium with Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Can you imagine how glorious it will be to reign with the Lord?

The second coming of Jesus Christ will be a glorious event. He will appear in glory to wed His
bride, The Church of Jesus Christ. He will gather all the righteous unto Himself to live with

Him for a thousand years. How marvelous!

The Seriptures tell us the Lord-will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God! The dead in Christ, those who were faithful and
righteous to their end, will ris¢ first! The righteous that are alive at His second coming will be
changed in a twinkling of an eye from mortality to immortality and arc then caught up in the
clouds with those that resurrected. They will meet the Lord in the air. They will be with the
Lord forever, never to depart from one another.

When will the second coming of Jesus Christ occur? The answer to this question is known only
by God the Father. The angels in heaven do not know the answer to this question. We do not
know when our own life will come to an end. How can we know when the end of the world will
occur? We do know that His coming will be as a thief in the night. In other words, we do not
know the exact date and time, Suffice it to say it will be sudden!

We are told on more than one occasion in Scripture that the times and seasons are known only
by the Lord. Jesus Christ told His disciples in Acts 1:7, “It is not for you to know the times
and the season, which the Father hath put in his own power.” He knows all things! By Him
all things were created. By Him, the end comes to usher in eternity in the Kingdom of God.

The Lord eloguently informed His disciples in the 24th chapter of Matthew what to expect at
the end oftime. The Lord’sdisciples asked Him, “ . . . and what shall be the sign of thy coming;
and of the end of the world?” Jesus Christ shared many signs with them in response to their
question. A most important sign was His response in Matthew 24:14, “And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end

come.”

People paid no attention at all to God in the days of Noah. Despitc Noah’s preaching of
righteousness and to repent and serve God, the people ignored him. No doubt Noah preached
and pleaded with the people. He warned them of God’s pending wrath if they did not repent

(Continued on Page 11)
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Children’s
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By Sister Janet Steinrock
Dear Friends,

Have you realized yet how power-
ful your thoughts are? We talked in
another lesson about how the greatest
athletes in the world tell themselves
good things about themselves. I told
you about the famous Indian athlete
who told reporters he would picture
himself in his mind, running the right
way and jurnping the right way so that
he would win. He made it to the
Olympic Games, where the finest
athletes in the world go to test them-
selves. He won gold medals,

Well, we are in a contest, too.
Every day, when we wake up to a fresh
new day, we have the chance to think
good thoughts and do something good
for Jesus.

Every day, or even every moment,
we have a chance to start something
good. We have a Savior, His name is
Jesus. And Jesus knows all about the
ugly things His children often think and
do. And Jesus has the power to help us
stop doing things that are harmful to
oursclves and others.

We start by thinking about Jesus
and His power and love. Then we
must imagine Jesus. Imagine His
gentle, quiet, loving smile. Tum off
the TV, tumn off the radio, go to a quiet
spot in your mind and just talk to Jesus.

Tell Jesus how you were afraid
and then got so angry. Tell Jesus how
mean you wanted to be and ask Jesus
to forgive you. He will. He alrcady
knows all of our ugly thoughts, and He’s
just waiting for us to ask Him to take
them away and put love there instead,

Tell Him your shame. Sin grows
when people are afraid to name it and
ask Jesus to cut it out. Tell Jesus.

If you are really deep in sin and
not sure¢ even how to get out, tell that

*“P’m just bad,” stop right there!

You’re the person Jesus came |
down to love. He died for you. He has
all the true power of the universe, and
He carcs for you. Thank Him. Beg
Him to help you again. Then remem-
ber, as you believe in yourself, that “1
can do all things through Jesus Christ,
which strengthencth me” (Philippians
4:13).

Sister Jan
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A Weekend of
Restoration

By Sister Mandy Griffith

Another joyful weekend was had
by all who attended the May 15-16,
1999 GMBA Conference in Greens-
burg, Pennsylvania, It was a weekend
of Restoration, and the Lord truly
reminded His children that He has not
forgotten Isracl and the Latter Day
plan. God has chosen each of us to be
a vital part of His Church in bringing
forth His work, and the saints of God
were reminded of this calling and
refreshed in the spirit of Restoration.

Saturday moming, Brother Jeffrey
Giannetti related an experience where
the gift of tongues was spoken and the
interpretation was, “Raise a song of
Joy and gladness to me, thus saith the
Lord.” Then, Brother Dominic Tho-
mas shared his love for the Church and
his cnthusiasm for the GMBA. He
said, “We must reflect the Lord’s love
and spirit; it’s shown through fasting
and prayer, devotion and dedication to
the Church. The Church is not an
inanimate object or an institution; it’s
an establishment of love and liveli-
ness—the vibrancy of God! He then
called the hymn, Our Church without
previously knowing our brother’s
experience, which contained the words
of this hymn. The words were sung to
the honor and glory of God.

A portion of the day was given to
the Apostles of The Church of Jesus
Christ to answer questions and address
the congregation. Brothers Joseph
Lovalvo, Paul Benyola, Joseph Cala-
brese, Joseph Bittinger and Russell
Cadman spoke on topics such as; the
Hill Cumorah, the Peaceful Reign,
Zion, the Choice Seer, and the Latter
Day work. We were blessed and
excited to hear of all the wondrous
works the Lord will bring forth, and
we should feel humbled in knowing we
have a place in this Restored Gospel.

At the close of the afternoon, the
young people came forward and sang;
We'll Be Singing on the Mountain,
Amazing Grace, and It’s My Desire.
Brother Paul Palmieri offered a prayer
over all of the young people that God
would keep them in His care. We pray
that these young people would grab
hold of the Restored Gospel and be
vessels of honor for the Master’s use,

The evening program was given
by the Ohio-Midwest Area, and the
theme was, The Homecoming, Israel.
Songs and scriptures of God’s prom-
ises for His chosen people were
offered, and the Spirit of God was in
our midst. Brother Mike Nuzzi spoke
in the word of the Lord, saying,
“Israel, I love you. Isracl, I love you.
Israel, I love you. The prophets are
among you. The time is near, thus
saith the Lord.” Thank you Lord, for
the beautiful manifestation of your
Spirit.

Following the program, Brother
Ike Smith, Sr. spoke on Isracl and how
God can use young men to do His
work, In the Book of Mormon, Lehi
commanded his children to go to
Laban and obtain the records. He sent
these young men to do a mighty work.
The same Spirit God gave Nephi is in
the Church today. God will provide a
way for us to accomplish this task; we
are commissioned to find the Seed of
Joseph and bring them back. Brother
Tke said, “We need the Spirit of Nephi-
the determination, dedication, and full
effort into the work of the Lord. The
young people should put all efforts into
restoring Israel. The Lord doesn’t give
us any commandments lest He provides
a way that we can accomplish them,
and He will fulfill His work using you
and me. We must renew our hope and
trust in God, and we will see Isracl’s
glorious return.

Brother Tom Liberto followed
this powerful message saying, “Don’t
lose the war. We can lose battles now
and then, but don’t lose the war. We
need to be strong, willing soldiers to
meet this task head on—restore Isracl.”
In Alma, the two thousand young
soldiers were raised in the ways of the
Lord. Their mothers taught them of
God and they were brought to the
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 'We must

train our children in their youth. They -
will take on the battles of the future,
Brother Tom said, “Make the Church
your life’s vocation. The Lord needs
you.”

Brother Paul Palmieri then added,
“Christ accepted no nation unless they
repented. We must pray that Israel
repents unto God.” The only thing that
brings change in our lives is repentance
and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
We are accountable for the lives of
others. Are we sharing the message
presented to us by the angel? Have we
told everyone about the Restoration of
the Gospel? Let’s do our part to please
the Lord. Let’s be ready to meet the
Master and hear those wonderful
words, “Well done my good and
faithful servant.” When we received
the Holy Ghost, we became workers
unto the Lord. Weneedtorise toa
higher level of righteousness and work
for the causc of Jesus Christ.

Brother Paul Aaron Palmieri
closed the evening mecting by inviting
any unbaptized to come and join this
Church. “We may not be perfect, but
we serve a perfect Savior. This is His
perfect Gospel.” Amen.

Sunday moming we reconvened
and the Ohio-Midwest choir opened
with a few selections. Brother Joe
Lovalvo opened the service by asking a
question. “Are we waiting for Zion?
There’s nothing that says we can’t
have Zion now. Where two or three
are gathered, the spirit of Zion is there.
If we came with one mind and one
heart, we can have Zion here.” The
brothers passed communion to the
members of the Church. We felta
peaceful spirit as we partook of the
holy ordinance.

Brother Joe Calabrese opened the
preaching service, maintaining the
theme of Restoration. “The Gospel is
spreading all over the earth. We must
focus on the responsibility that is
coming our way. There will be greater
things. We will see greater works.

The Lord has given us the resource to
do His work. Listen to the Spirit that
speaks to you and put it into action.”
We can’t get caught in the trap of
being too busy or distracted. The devil

(Continued on Page 11)
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Branch aod
Mission News

Ordinations in Hollywood,
FL

By Sister Betty Gennaro

The Hollywood, Florida Branch
and Miami Mission met together on
February 14, 1999, to witness the
ordination of Brother Justin Severson
as a Teacher and Sister Helen Catone
as a Deaconess in The Church of Jesus
Christ,

Our Presiding Elder, Brother
Dennis Moraco, explained the duties of
a Teacher. He explained a Teacher is
an extension of the Ministry, encourag-
ing and teaching the saints. Brother
Justin displays a humbie spirit and his
heart is on the things of God. His feet
were washed by Brother Miguel
Bicelis. He was ordained by Brother
Joe Catone, Sr.

God’s beautiful spirit prevailed as
Brother Miguel and Sister Melissa
Bicelis sang that wonderful hymn, Ye
Who Are Called to Labor.

Brother Dennis then explained the
duties of a Deaconess, which is to
assist during baptism, feet washing, set
the communion table, visit the sick and
to be full of good works. Sister
Helen’s feet were washed by Sister
Kathy Kirschenpfad. She was or-
dained by Brother John Catone.

Brother Miguel Bicelis gave us an
inspirational message regarding the
continuation of our Church. God’s
work will continuc to be in good hands.
We are used as vessels of clay by the
Potter. There comes a time when we
are presented with the truth, something
seen by faith, which is the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. It is up to us to choose it
or reject it. As members of The Church
of Jesus Christ, we have chosen the
better part of life. God has given us
something very precious, Jesus Christ.
Sister Helen’s and Brother Justin’s
lives have been enriched abundantly by
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. May God

- continue to bless them and use them for
His honor and-glory.

Five Baptisms in
Monongaheia, PA

On Sunday evening, September
19, 1999, a large crowd of brothers,
sisters and many friends and visitors
gathered on the shore of the Monon-
gahela River to witness the baptisms of
five young people into The Church of
Jesus Christ. It was a beautiful sight
to behold the candidates and all that
gathered to witness souls surrendering
their lives to Jesus Christ. They all
requested their baptisms on Saturday
during the Penn-Mid Atlantic Area
MBA Campout.

Brother Chuck Kogler baptized
Brother Bradley Kurowsky. Brothers
Joshua and Jeremy Nicklow were
baptized by their father, Brother
Robert Nicklow, Jr. Brother Rick
Scaglione baptized his daughter, Sister
Amanda Scaglione. Brother Alexander
Cherry baptized his daughter, Sister
Laurel Cherry.

We then convened at the Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania Branch where a
large gathering witnessed the confirma-
tions and bestowal of the Holy Ghost
upon the new converts.

Brother Don Ross shared with the
congregation, which included many
visitors, that the Ministry was going to
confirm the new members with the
Holy Ghost. He stated that the Holy
Ghost, the Great Comforter promised
by none other than Jesus Christ is
given to those who surrender their lives
to the Lord. Brother Don reminded the
congregation the Holy Ghost leads us,
guides us and brings all things to our
remembrance. It is a gift from God to
those who are baptized and promise to
serve God all the days of their lives, It
is what causes individuals to change
and become new creatures with the
mind of Jesus Christ. Brother Don
continued by reading the words of
Moroni concerning the bestowal of the
Holy Ghost.

Brother Robert Nicklow, Sr. con-
firmed his grandson, Brother Jeremy
Nicklow. Sister Laurel Cherry was
confirmed by Brother Don Ross.
Brother Karl Kirschner confirmed
Brother Bradley Kurowsky. Sister
Amanda Scaglione was confirmed by

her grandfather, Brother Richard -
Scaglione. Brother Alan Metzler ~
confirmed Brother Joshua Nicklow.,
The new brothers and sisters in Christ
were then given the opportunity to bear
their testimonies. They all praised and
thanked God for His goodness and
mercy toward them. They all promised
to love and serve Him for the remain-
der of their lives.

The meeting continued with
Apostle Isaac Smith speaking about the
gift of the Holy Ghost. He stated that
it is something to treasure, but the gift
of salvation is God’s greatest gift. The
Lord speaks to our hearts, and when
He does, we must not barden our
hearts. We must allow God’s Spirit to
enter our very souls, and become an
intcgral part of our very being,

Brother Isaac exhorted us all to be
seekers of the Kingdom of God, to live
Godly lives and be good examples for
the cause of Christ. He encouraged all
to love and serve God.

Several bore their testimonigs,
thanking God for His mercy and bless-
ings in their lives. It was a wonderful !
and blessed meeting. We all praise
God for calling our new brothers and
sisters into The Church of Jesus Christ.

Ordination in San Diego,
CA

By Brother John Cihomsky

Brother Thomas P. Liberto was
ordained to do the Lord’s work as a
minister in The Church of Jesus Christ
on March 21, 1999, in the San Diego,
California Branch. Saints from around
the Pacific and Southwest Regions
crowded into the branch to witness
Brother Tom’s ordination on a Sunday
that was filled with God’s Spirit in
preaching, song and testimony.

Evangelist Leonard Lovalvo from
Modesto opened the meeting and spoke
on the importance of being called to the
office of a minister in The Church of |
Jesus Christ. He foliowed his sermon
by singing Jesus Use Me and invited
Brother Tom to sing with him on the
last verse.

Evangelist John DiBattista spoke
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afterwards and related some of the
many ¢xperiences surrounding Brother
Tom’s calling. He was followed by
Apostle Thomas M. Liberto, Brother
Tom’s father, who explained the
ordination process as we went into that
portion of the service.

As Brother Tom’s feet were being
washed by his uncle, Evangelist Paul
Liberto, Sister Bennie Jones saw a
Personage hand a tool belt to Brother
Paul. The belt and its tools were made
of pure gold. When he received the
beit, Brother Paul fastened it about
Brother Tom’s waist, signifying he was
ready to toil for the Lord. The Minis-
try then knelt in prayer, and Brother
Tony Piccuito was inspired to lay
hands on Brother Tom. Sister Benmie
then saw that all the ministers were
wearing the same golden tool belts.
Sister Bennie noticed that each belt was
seamless, as if constructed as one piece.

Brother Tom then gave his testi-
mony and reviewed his journey with
the Lord, first as a member, and then
as a Teacher. He also thanked Ged for
the brothers and sisters who served as
examples to him throughout the
Church. Brother Tom concluded by
saying the work of a minister is rooted
in telling others about Jesus, serving
the Lord and the saints. We thank God
that He blessed us with a wonderful
service, and our prayers are with
Brother Tom that he may fulfill the duties
of his new office with the Lord’s strength.

God SpeaksinHerndon, VA

By Sister Connie Frankenbery

We began our day, September 26,
1999, reflecting upon the recent
Pennsylvania Area Campout. Brother
Chip Smith led our Sunday School
lesson, sharing some of the testimonies
of the youth, particularly Joshua
Gehly’s experience of seeing Jesus, the
pearly gates, and the streets of gold.
He also related the words given to -
Brother Tony Ricci that we should
listen to the Lord with our hearts. Our
newly baptized Sister Amanda
Scaglione shared her calling and
testimony. We also bore witness to the

testimony of Brother Jan Schut from
the Netherlands who had been with us
this day and had spent a few weeks
visiting in the United States. The
pressing theme of not wasting our
youth and serving God to our fullest,
especially when we are young, became
prevalent throughout the testimonies
and throughout the day. The Spirit of
God was truly in our Sunday School
that morning!

As our day continued, it was clear
that we were unified and that God was
truly with us. Brother Mike
Hildenbrand, followed by Brother
Chatman Young, implored us to “give
God our best.” Both brothers refer-
enced Genesis 4:1-7, admonishing us to
not be like Cain who did not give his
best. Brother Chat stated that the Lord
has not changed. “He blessed Abel for
giving his best and he will bless us too.
If we choose to give as Cain gave, the
Lord will not accept it.” We then sang
hymn #182, Give of Your Best to the
Master.

During our testimony service,
Brother Joc Smith, who has not
attended for some time asked to have
hands laid upon him so that he could
make the proper steps back to the
Gospel. After the prayer for Brother
Joe and the others in need, Brother
Mike Hildenbrand told the congrega-
tion that he had seen three angels
rejoicing while hands were laid upon
our Brother Joe. Within minutes,
Sister Iva Bordeaux stood and in the
Spirit of God said, “Thus saith the
Lord, I will open the windows of
heaven and pour out my blessings upon
you my people if you will humble
yourselves and serve Me with your
whole hearts.”

Qur blessings did not end there,
however. During our Ladies’ Circle

~ meeting which followed lunch that

same aftcrnoon, many meaningful
words came forth concering repen-
tance and baptism. Sister Pat
Hildenbrand also shared an experience
she had after praying to be more
spiritual and more dedicated to God.
She had fervently been secking God’s
blessings that she had remembered
from the carlier accounts of the
Gospel. Sister Pat shared that God
spoke to her saying, “We have to have

our lives in condition so we will
receive these blessings. The time is far
spent and there is little remaining.”
Our sister felt that we have to serve
God now. There is just no time left to
get ready!

The brothers and sisters of
Hermndon are rejoicing for the way God
spoke to us. What unity and what
blessings! Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.

Miami-Dade, Florida
Mission

By Sister Betty Gennaro

The Miami-Dade Florida Mission
was organized on August 26, 1999,
The brothers and sisters of Miami and
Homestead joined together and now
have twenty-four members, Our
Presiding Elder is Brother Miguel
Bicelis. A standing vote of thanks was
given to Brother Joe and Sister Violet
Catone for many years of dedicated
service to the Homestead, Florida
Mission. The mission has grown
recently due to the new converts from
Venezuela and Colombia.

Our first meeting together was
Sunday, August 29, 1999. Brother
George Kovacic spoke on Mosiah 23,
on how the people fled in order to have
freedom to worship God. They found
a beautiful land, built homes, and were
taught to kecp the Sabbath Day holy.
They had a love for Alma who was
blessed with great wisdom, “Trust no
man to be your teacher, except he be a
man of God.” Brother Justin Severson
followed on the importance of dedicat-
ing our lives to The Church of Jesus
Christ. Our joy increases as we do
this. Righteousness is the true road to
prosperity. Brother Miguel Bicelis
closed this blessed meeting with the
words, “Keep focused on the words of
God.”

Happy New Year
To All Our Readers
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DIRECTORY UPDATE

Conti, Wayne
6401 Little Creek Rd.
Rochester Hills, MI 48306-3423

Cotton, Arthur L. Jr.

146 Athel Lane

Dayton, TN 373214112
423-570-2499

Frankenberry, Connie, Rob
1181 Great Oak Court
Crownsville, MD 21032
410-923-0626

Genaro, Ron, Cathy
1479 Butterfield Circle
Niles, OH 44446

Griffith, Scott, Mandy
4550 Bay Blvd. #1237
Port Richey, FL 34668
727-842-2560

Neagle, Judy, Bill, Wesley
8130 Hicks Road

Jessup, MDD 20794
443-755-0783

My Testimony

Continued from Page 1

someone was leading me there. I
entered the house and went upstairs,
looked around, and as I was returning
to go downstairs, 1 had a feeling to tum
around and when 1 did, T went over to
the corner of the room where there was
a pile of trash. 1 kicked the trash and
turned it over, and under all this trash 1
saw a Bible. I picked it up and re-
turncd home. Then that night, 1 started
to read. I opened the Bible to where
John the Baptist was baptizing, and I
read where John said, “Bcehold the
Lamb of God cometh.” That was
when Jesus was coming to the river
Jordan to be baptized by John. 1
studied that chapter several times
during the week before I understood
what it meant. So, I told my wife I had
to be baptized in The Church of Jesus
Christ. 1 said to my wife, how will I
find The Church of Jesus Christ? 1
turned the pages of the Bible and I was
prompted to read the transfiguration of
Christ. 1 read that over several times
before I understood it.

I read the transfiguration where
Peter said it is good to be here, He
said let’s make three tabernacles, one
for thee and for Moses and one for
Ehijah. While he spoke, a cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from
the cloud said, “This is my Beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased. Hear
ye Him.” And Christ was left alone
and the others were taken away.

Then I told my wife, it is The
Church of Jesus Christ that I must join.
So while I started to read the Bible
from the time I first found it, all my
habits started to leave me. I quit
smoking and drinking and I had my
mind on the Bible.

In the meantime, my mother who
passed away many years ago, came to
me in a dream. When she was on her
sick bed in my youth, she called me in
her room and she said, “Sonny, when [
am gone, I'll be watting for you.” As
soon as I started to leave my bad habits
and started to look up to God, she
stopped bothering me. So I know she
IS resting now.,

I started to go to The Church of
Jesus Christ regularly, every Sunday.

I asked the ministers, Brother Joe ,
Milantoni and Brother Tony Geraceto [
pray for me. I wanted to be baptized
but I didn’t know when.

On Easter Sunday I went to
Church, When I got to Church, it
started to rain and thunder and light-
ning. I could not see out of the win-
dows because of the rain. But at that
moment, I felt the power of God. 1got
up and asked for my baptism, It
stopped raining! The sun came out
and they took me to the river and [ was
baptized by Brother Joe Milanton:, I
went to the church and was confirmed
for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
Two weeks later, my wife was bap-
tized. I felt good and now it is two
years this Easter.

I fecl my body is all healed and
haven’t had a sick day since. I pray
pow, night and day. I pray for my
people so that they might see the
goodness of God as I see it.

I’'m going to try my best to serve
God to the best of my ability. So, I
hope this testimony will touch the
hearts of my people, the American {
Indian,

(This is the testimony of the late
Brother Alfred Burch from the
Muncey, Ontario, Canada Mission—
Editor’s Note.)

The Everlasting Covenant
Continued from Page 4

have cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderfil works?

“And then I will profess unto
them, I never knew you; depart from
me, ve that work iniquity” (St. Mat-
thew 7:21-23).

Here is a good example that men
would become wolves in sheep’s
clothing: professing but not possess-
ing.

The Everlasting Covenant was
thus broken by men who loved dark-
ness rather than light.

(This article was taken from the
Book of Sermons, which is published
by The Church of Jesus Christ—
Editor’s Note.) =
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A Message from the Seventy

iontinued from Page 4

volved, particularly as we are entering
the new millennium. This can be done
through the formation of programs on
the branch/mission or region level or
simply through the testimony that one
member relates to another individual.
We have withessed the outstanding
results that a simple, yet persistent
testimony has achieved. Finally, we
need to remember that many people
have come into the Church because of
a direct revelation of God. Petitioning
the Lord through fasting and prayer will
also greatly assist us in this great labor.

Please notify your RMOC
Chairman regarding your willingness
to become actively involved. If you
have questions, comments, or sugges-
tions, contact any of us on this com-
mittee,

<ditorial Viewpoint

Continued from Page 5

and serve God. How sad they contin-
ued in their ways of sinful merrymak-
ing. The day finally came when Noah
was commanded by God to take
himself and his family and enter the
ark. He obeyed. Noah and his family
were saved by the hand of God. They
were ready. The world at large
perished by the hand of God. They
were not ready!

We must be ready! It does not
and should not matter to those that love
and serve God and Jesus Christ when
the Lord will make His appearance.
That should not be of paramount
importance. What is important and
critical is that we love and serve God
with all our might, with all of our
strength. It is important and crucial
for our salvation that we are faithful to
the commandments of Jesus Christ.
King Benjamin states we should be
‘mmovable and steadfast in our service
to God. It has been stated and
preached many times that we must
place God and Jesus Christ first in our
lives, There is no other way to receive
eternal salvation than to place one’s

trust in God. There is no other way to
receive the blessings of God than to
serve Him and place Him first in our
lives.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ must
be preached in all the world before the
end of the world. Every nation, every
kindred, every tongue shall hear the
message of the Restored Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Just imagine the amount
of work there is to do for the Lord
before His coming. Are you ready to
help? Are you ready to do your part?
The surface has barely been scratched!
Let us not concern ourselves with time.
Time is in God’s hands. Let us love
and serve God. Let us prove faithful to
our calling as members of The Church
of Jesus Christ.

A Weekend of Restoration

Continued from Page 7

puts a sitken cord around us and we
don’t realize it. We must hold fast to
Jesus Christ and keep our eyes on Him.
Brother Joe reminded us that this was
the 170th year anniversary of the .
authority of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
being restored on the earth, May 15,
1829. We are living in the time period
where greater things will take place.
After the preaching, the young
people were called forward. Brother
Ike J. Smith addressed them saying,
“Praise God for the organization of the
GMBA. Pray for each other that
together we can make the Church great
and do the greater things for the Lord
together.” They sang, Wave the Flags
of Zion, and as they sang, Brother Bob
Nicklow had an experience where he
felt a burning desire to pray for those
so close to baptism. Brother Paul
Benyola offered the prayer, and as he
prayed, Brother Mike Nuzzi heard
chains falling. Some of the young
people testified and encouraged each
other to take that important step and
choose the love of Jesus Christ. A
sister had a vision of Jesus Christ
standing in white in front of our young
people. The Lord made His presence
known, and we all felt the spirit of
repentance in the room; especially one
young man, Matthew Kurowsky, from

the Monongahela, Pennsylvania
Branch, who felt the Lord’s calling and
asked for his baptism. Thank God,
another soldier for Jesus Christ.

We closed with the appropriate
hymn, Ring the Bells of Heaven, and
we concluded another glorious time in
the presence of God. It was truly a
taste of Zion, and we long for the
gathering of the House of Isracl when
we will dwell in this sweet spirit
forevermore.

Children Blessed

Mark Alexander, son of Eric and
Angela Yoder was blessed on Septem-
ber 26, 1999, in the Imperial, Pennsyl-
vania Branch.

Kelsie Lynn Hutsko, daughter of
Tim and Stephanie Hutsko was blessed
in the Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Branch on October 17, 1999.

Kayla Elizabeth Smith, daughter
of Brother Chip and Sister Karen
Smith, was blessed on August 21, 1999
in the Herndon, Virginia Branch.

Athena Justine Severson, daughter
of Brother Justin and Sister Tina
Severson was blessed on October 31,
1999 in the Miami-Dade, Florida
Mission.

Eljah MacLachian David, son of
Natalie Marie David, was blessed on
August 8, 1999, in the Vanderbilt,
Pennsylvania Branch,

Jarrett Robert Crayton, son of
Rena and Robert Crayton, was blessed
on August 8, 1999 in the Vanderbilt,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Destiny Marie Cumberland,
daughter of Rence and Mark
Cumberland, was blessed in the
Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch on

-~ August 8, 1999,

Joseph Dominic Calabrese, son of
Brother Joel and Sister Edna
Calabrese, was blessed on May 9,
1999 in the Lorain, Qhio Branch,

Ashley Nicole Smith was blessed
on August 21, 1999 in the Herndon,
Virginia Branch.

Kaley Sue Sutch, daughter of
Justin and Kim Sutch, was blessed on
September 26, 1999, in the Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania Branch.
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'Fiftieth Plus Anniversary

Brother Jesse Carr of the Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Branch celebrated sixty years as a member of The Church
of Jesus Christ on October 6, 1999,

Baptisms

Kevin Coppa was baptized on July 25, 1999 in the
Plumbrook, Michigan Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Gary Coppa and he was confirmed by Brother Paul
Whitton.

Emily Kaczmarek was baptized on August 15, 1999, in
the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Richard Loffredo and she was confirmed by Brother
Dan Parravano.

Eddy Aichinger was baptized on August 15, 1999 in
the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch., He was baptized by
Brother Richard Loffredo and he was confirmed by Brother
Paul Whitton.

Marie Kimmel was baptized on October 17, 1999 in
the Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Joseph Draskovich and she was confirmed by
Brother Paul Gehly.

Brandon Lee Hunt was baptized on May 9, 1999 in the
Lorain, Ohio Branch. He was baptized by Brother James
Gibson and he was confirmed by Brother Mark Naro.

Dawn Marie Snell was baptized on July 11, 1999 in
the Lorain, Ohio Branch. She was baptized by Brother
Mark Naro and she was confirmed by Apostle Joseph
Calabrese.

Amanda Scaglione of the Herndon, Virginia Branch
was baptized on September 19, 1999 in Monongahela,
Pennsylvania. She was baptized by Brother Rick Scaglione
and she was confirmed by Brother Richard Scaglione.

Bradley Kurowsky was baptized on September 19,

Address Change
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1999 in the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch. He was

baptized by Brother Charles Kogler and he was confirmed { ’

by Brother Karl Kirschner.

Joshua Nicklow was baptized on September 19, 1999
in the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch. He was bap-
tized by Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., and he was confirmed
by Brother Alan Metzler.

Jeremy Nicklow was baptized on September 19, 1999
in the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch. He was bap-
tized by Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., and he was confirmed
by Brother Robert Nicklow, Sr.

Laurel Cherry was baptized on September 19, 1999 in
the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Alexander Cherry and she was confirmed by
Brother Donald Ross.

OBITUARIES

We wish to express our sympathy to those who mourn
the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comfort you.

EVELYN ANDERSON

Evelyn Anderson of the Monongahela, Pennsylvania

‘Branch passed on to her eternal reward on August 29, 1999:

She is survived by two sons; Walter Anderson and James
Anderson; two grandchildren and one great-grandson.

WILLIAM “BILL” MEO

Brother Bill Meo of the Bell, California Branch passed
on to his heavenly reward on October 9, 1999. He was an
ordained Teacher in The Church of Jesus Christ. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Marion Meo; his mother, Sister
Connie Meo; onc brother, Brother Rudy Meo; and one
sister, Sister Rachel Flow; three daughters, Diane, Rita and
Sharon; five grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.

FRANK ALTOMARE, SR.

Brother Frank Altomare, Sr., of the Lorain, Chio
Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on August 23,
1999. He was an ordained Elder in The Church of Jesus
Christ. Brother Frank is survived by his wife, Sister Rose;
two sons, Brother Sam Altomare and Frank Altomare, Jr.;
and one daughter, Sister Fran Altomare.

LENA “SORINO” CALABRESE

Sister Lena Sorino Calabrese of the Lorain, Ohio
Branch passed on to her heavenly reward on July 2, 1999.
She was preceded in death by her late busband, Brother Joe
“Yenner” Calabrese. Sister Lena is survived by three sons,
Joseph, Ralph and Brother David Calabrese; two daughters,
Sister Mary Nardozzi and Sister Carrie Simmons.

AN
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The Church of Jesus Christ
Faith and Doctrine

1. We believe in God, the eternal
Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ,
and the Holy Spirit. These three are
the great matchless power that rules
all things visible and invisible, for it
is of Him and through Him that we
receive all things both for this life
and that which is to come.

2. We believe God, the Father, to be
a personage of glory (Eph. 1:17; 1
Nephi 1:8). The Son is the express
image of the Father, and He was with
the Father before the foundation of
the world. In the fullness of time, He
came from the bosom of the Father,
was born of the Virgin Mary (accord-
ing to the scriptures), became man,
and suffered and died for the sins of
the whole world. On the third day He
rose again and brought about the
resurrection (according to the scrip-
tures) and ascended up on high to sit
at the right hand of God. Principali-
ties and powers are subject to Him
“Who is the image of the invisible
God, the firstborn of every creature:
“or by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in
carth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him:

And he is before all things, and by
him all things consist: And he is the
head of the body, the church: who is
the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have
the pre-eminence. For it pleased the
Father that in him should all fulness
dwell” (Colossians 1:15-19). We
believe, also, that He will come again
the second time to judge both the
living and the dead according to the

scriptures (Acts1:11; Matt. 24:30,36).

We believe the Holy Ghost to be:

A. The mind of the Father and
of the Son: Bible: I Cor. 2:16.

B. The unseen power and glory
which emanates from God and can, at
His will, manifest itself in various
forms: Bible: Matt. 3:16; Book of
Mommon: I Nephi 11:11.

C. The witness of God: Bible: I
John 5:6; Book of Mormon: III Nephi
11:35-36; Il Nephi 28:11.

D. The gift of God: Bible: Acts
2:38; John 14:26; Book of Mormon:
III Nephi 19:13.

E. Pure and holy, just and good,

omnipresent, full of light and knowl-
edge, and a discerner of thoughts and
intents of mankind.

3. We believe in the Church or king-
dom as set up by the Saviour to be
sufficient for life and salvation for all
people.

Ref: Bible: I Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:1-16;
Matt. 28:18-20; Book of Mormon: Il
Nephi 27:7-11.

4, We believe that the New Testament
scriptures contain a true description of
that Church or Kingdom as cstablished
by our Saviour at Jerusalem, and that
no principle or doctrine inconsistent
therewith ought to be practiced or
respected, or any principle or doctrine
consistent therewith rejected.

5. We believe The Church of Jesus
Christ in this age (in order to be
worthy of the name) must be molded
substantially and minutely afier the
pattern left us by Christ. The scrip-
tures bear witness that its officers
consist of apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastors and teachers {all inspired)
for the work of the ministry, for the
perfecting of the saints, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ, till we all
come into the unity of the faith, unto
the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.

{Continued on Page 2)
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Faith and Doctrine
Continued from Page 1.

Ref: Bible: I Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:13:
Titus 1:5; Book of Mormon: III Nephi
27111, - |

6. We believe that mankind will be
punished only for their own actual
transgressions and not for the sins of
our first parents, as is clearly implied
by the Saviour in representing little
children to be heirs of the Kingdom.
“Suffer the little children to come unto
me, and forbid them not: for of such is
the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14),

Ref: Bible: Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 2:14; 1
Peter 2:24; Isa. 53:5; Book of Mor-
mon; Alma 40:21; Mormon 9:12-13,

7. We believe that divine inspiration
is an indispensable qualification for
preaching the Gospel. General infor-
mation about the world is advanta-
geous to man when properly used.
Theological education is good only
when spiritually correct; such instruc-
tion, howevecr, is not absolutely
requisite to teach the Word of God.
Furthermore, formal schooling or
practical training which fosters the
belief that inspiration and the gifts of
the Holy Spirit ar¢ unnecessary in the
ministry of Christ’s Gospel is errone-
ous and harmful (Sce II Tim. 3),
Moreover, we believe in preaching the
Gospel without purse or scrip accord-
ing to the Saviour’s instructions:
“freely ye have recetved, freely give”
(Matt. 10:8). The language is of
supreme importance as containing the
full force of both Christ’s authority
and example.

Ref: Bible: Luke 10:21; Gal. 1:12;
Eph. 3:3; 1 Cor. 2.

8. We belicve that all men must
obey the Gospel before they can be
saved.

Ref: Bible: Mark 16:16; St. John 3:5;
Acts 2:38; Acts 10; Book of Mormon:
II Nephi 9:23-24.

9. We believe the first principle of
action required in the Gospel is belief

in the Lord Jesus Christ, the once
crucified and now risen Redeemer.
The sccond is repentance, which
signifies nothing more or less than
feeling a Godly sorrow for our sins
with a fixed determination to sin no
more. The third is baptism by
immersion in water in the name of the.
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost, for the remission of sins.
The fourth is the laying-on-of-hands
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the
baptism of the Holy Ghost.

Ref: Bible: Acts 2:38; Acts 19:2-7;
Acts 8:17; Gal. 3:27; Col. 2:12; 1
Peter 3:21; Book of Mormon: Mosiah
18:8-17; 11l Nepht 18:36-38; Moroni
2.

10. We believe in being buried with
Christ by baptism, and planted
together in the likencss of His death,
and raised in the likeness of His
resurrection, and that we should walk
in newness of life. Let not sin,
therefore, reign in your mortal body;
being then made free from sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness.
Therefore, yield ye yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the
dead.

Ref: Bible: St. John 3:5; Rom. 6:3-
13; Col. 2:12; Book of Mormon; III
Nephi 11:23-27.

11. We believe in the promises of the
Saviour as they are written in Mark
16:15-18. “And these signs shall
follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; They shall
take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them;
they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover.”

Ref: Bible: I Cor. 12:1-12; Book of
Mormon: Moroni 10:8-25,

12. We believe in partaking of the
Lord’s Supper every first day of the
week, the bread as His body and the
wine as His blood, in commemoration
of His death and His suffering.

Ref: Bible: Matt. 26:26-28; Mark

"“14:22-24; 1 Cor. 1:16-17; Book of
. Mormon: III Nephi 18:1-9; Moroni . {
~ 4th and 5th chapters.

' 13. We believe in the washing of feet
*-"as an ordinance instituted by our Lord

and Saviour to be observed in the
Church. We further believe it to be
our duty to attend to that ordinance at
least once within each three months.

Ref: Bible: St. John 13:1-17.

14. We believe in saluting the breth-
ren with a holy kiss,

Ref: Bible: Rom. 16-16;1 Cor. 16:20; 11
Cor. 13:12; I Thes. 5:26; I Peter 5:14.

15. We believe in the resurrection of
Jesus Christ as recorded in the scrip-
tures, which was a victory over the
power of death and a reintroduction of
the principle of continuous or cternal
existence; that this principle of contin-
uous existence was not only attained
for Himself but for all Adam’s race,
the wicked as well as the righteous, by
which the former will be accountable
for their conduct during this life and
receive due punishment. Also, that the
latter may be duly rewarded for their
rightcousness or good conduct. We
also belicve that the righteous that
Iived previous to the days of Jesus
Christ expected their resurrection
through, and as a direct result of,
Christ’s resurrection; also, that there
was a general resurrection of the
righteous that lived before the days of
Christ (in the flesh) immediately
following Christ’s resurrection. The
scriptures inform us, “and many
bodies of the saints which slept

arose . . . and appeared unto many.”
A few moments of reflection by a
person acquainted in a reasonable
degree with the principles of God’s
divine justice will force him to con-
clude that God couid not grant this
great privilege of the resurrection to
some (at that time) and deny it to
others, who were equally worthy and -
expectant, and deprive them of the
enjoyment of the benefits of Christ’s
resurrection until a period still beyond
our day when Christ will come again.
We believe, also, in a future resurrec-
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.. tion of those that die after Christ,
according to the scriptures.

Ref: Bible: Matt. 27:52-54; Book of
Mormon: Alma 40; II Nephi 9:4-22;
Hi Nephi 23:9-11.

16. We believe in observing all things
whatsoever the Lord has commanded
us, and on these conditions he has
promised to be with us alway, even to
the end of the world.

Ref: Bible: Matt. 28:20; Book of
Mormon: III Nephi 12:19-20; 1T
Nephi 27:6-22,

i7. We believe there has been a gross
and widespread apostasy among men
from-the true order and doctrine of the
early Church as set up by the Saviour.
Few scriptural subjects are treated
more extensively in the Sacred Word,
and to make anything like a compre-
hensive statement of the matter would
be an extensive task. We refer the
reader to several very pointed pas-
sages on the subject.

Ref: Bible: Isa. 24:5-6; Acts 20:29-
30; I Thes, 2; I Tim. 4; II Tim. 3 and
4; II Peter 2; Book of Mormon: 1V
Nephi 1:24-49,

18. We belicve that his apostasy from
the true Gospel was so widespread,
complete and general, that man
himself was utterly unable to provide
a remedy, and we recognize all efforts
of reformation as utter failures to
reproduce even a faint resemblance of
the duties and privileges of the ancient
saints or the order and excellence of
the ancient Church as established by
the Saviour, We will further state that
we know of no scripture that in the
least degree intimates that a reforma-
tion of the Gospel and Church of
Christ ever would take place from the
aforesaid apostate condition. The
scriptures, however, do foretell a
restoration of the Gospel of Jesus
“hrist in the latter ages of time, in the
hour of God’s judgments, “And I saw
another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and

kindred, and tongue, and people,
Saying with a loud voice, Fear God,
and give glory to him; for the hour of
his judgment is come:; and worship
him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters.”
We should all remember that in the
time of John, there is no doubt of the
true Gospel then existing, and that he
saw in visions occurrences of future
times. It necessarily follows, then,
that this scripture foretells the restora-
tion of the Gospel by an angel, calling
back mankind from erroneous religion
to the worship of the true God and
announcing the hour of God’s judg-
ments, reminding people that worship
a God without body, parts or passions
of the necessity of contrasting him
with that God, who is the author of
this vast creation. The next angel that
John mentions declares that Babylon
is fallen and thereby clearly locating
the period of these occurrences.

Ref: Bible: Rev. 14:6-7.

19. We believe that the fullness of the
Gospel will soon be taken from the
Gentiles because of their iniquity; and
they will be punished for their disobe-
dience. Moreover, God will remem-
ber His covenants to the House of
Israel and bring them to a knowledge
of the fullness of the Gospel.

Ref: Book of Mormon: III Nephi
16:10-11.

A. We believe in the restoration
of Israel as it is spoken of by the
prophets; and that God will use man
as His instrument for its accomplish-
ment in this age, as He did in ages
past. We believe, also, that in order
to bring about these events, God must
and will reveal His wiil to man as He
did in days of old (Bible: Ezek. 34:11-
16; Book of Mormon: I Nephi 20;
111 Nephi 21:14-21).

B. We believe that God will
employ this Church for that purpose,
“Hear the word of the Lord, O ye
nations, and declare it in the isles afar
off, and say, He that scattered Isracel
will gather him, and keep him, as a
shepherd doth his flock™ (Jer. 31:10).

“Behold, I will send for many fishers,
saith the Lord, and they shall fish
them; and after will I send for many
hunters, and they shall hunt them
from every mountain, and from every
hill, and out of the holes of the rocks™
(Jer. 16:16).

C. We believe, also, that blind-
ness in part is happened unto Israel
until the fullness of the Gentiles be
come in; and so all Israel shall be
saved, as 1t is written, “There shall
come out of Sion the Deliverer, and
shall tum away ungodlingss from
Jacob” (Rom. 11:25-26).

D. We believe that the aborigi-
nes, or Indians, upon this hemisphere
are a part of Israel, descendants of
Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of
Joseph, and that this land of America
is theirs by an original God-given
right. Also, that it is the land referred
to by Jacob as a land given of God to
Jacob and of Jacob to Joseph. Also,
that 1t is the land referred to by Moses
when blessing the children of Israel
before his departure from them, as the
land of Joseph. It is the land referred
to by Ezekiel and Isaiah. In short, it
is the land of restored Israel, where
the “little stone of Daniel™ will smite
the image at the feet and bring about
the wonderful results by him de-
scribed {Bible: Gen. 49:22-26; Deu.
33:13-17; Ezek. 37:25; Isa. 33:17-21;
Dan, 2:34-35).

20. We believe the Word of God,
wherein He says, “T have written to
him (Ephraim) the great things of my
faw, but they were counted as a
strange thing.” We also believe that
the Book of Mormon is that strange
thing, or the great things of God’s law
to Ephraim; also, that it contains a
true record of the Gospel of Christ as
given to the tribe of Joseph by Christ,
in person, after His resurrection,
whom He recognized as the sheep of
whom He spake that had to hear His
voice and become one fold and have
onc shepherd.

Ref: Bible: Hosea 8:12; St. John

(Continued on Page 10)
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A message
from the
Seventy

Trip to Guatemala

By Evangelist Paul Ciotti, Sr.
Vice-Chairman, Guatemala Committee

It has been six years since I first
traveled to The Church of Jesus
Christ’s Mission in Guatemala. After
many visits there, another was planned,
and I departed last November 24,

1999. An added blessing for me was
that Evangelists Phil Jackson, Chair-
man of the Missionary Operating
Committee, and Paul Liberto, Chair-
man of the Americas Missionary
Operating Committee, would arrive on
November 26. We were housed by our
missionary family, Elder Luis and
Sister Darlene Marroquin and their
children. '

Recently, the Guatemala Commuit-
tee approved the move of the mecting
place to a facility in a better location in
the city. It is a larger building, with
two floors which will permit additional
activities to be held, This will encour-
age the members and present opportu-
nities to invite the neighborhood to
Church functions. Many of the
neighbors have already expressed a
desire to attend services. Brothers
Jackson and Liberto, after viewing the
facility and locality, stated they were
pleased with the action taken which
they felt would benefit the work.

OWNER COOPERATIVE, RECEPTIVE

The owner of the building, Edgar
Vega, has been very cooperative with
Brother Luis by reducing the rent to
the same level as of the previous
facility. He also is permitting improve-
ments to the building to benefit the

mission. Mr. Vega is a very educated
person who has held a number of
government positions, including
Secretary of Education. As an Econo-
mist, he has traveled throughout
Guatemala.

Edgar and his wife, Wilma, joined
us for dinner at the Marroguin resi-
dence. He shared with us that he is
currently suffering from cancer; but he
belicves God can heal him. He related
several experiences he received which
he believes arc from God. In one of
them (actually a serics of four separate
dreams in one night), he was visited by
a very tall man who told him not to
worry-—that he was not going to die.
The man said he would give him two
shots for his problems and also placed
him in a frame of protection.

Mr. Vega told us this affliction
has turned his heart to God and feels
God has a special purpose for his life.
Before he left for the evening, we
anointed him, calling on God to heal
him and to open his eyes to give him
understanding of the Gospel. He and
his wife attended our Sunday service
and enjoyed themselves immensely.
They both testified they have never
experienced a service as ours and hope
someday fo be a part of the congrega-
tion.

HOME VISITS

We made many visits to the
homes of the members and friends of
the Church. Upon entering the home
of Martha Ramirez, who is not yet
baptized, she said she recognized
Brother Jackson from a dream she had
received a good while ago. Our trust is
she and her husband will be baptized
soon, We anointed her mother,

Victoria, who had fallen and had e
surgery on her knee. She testified to ud
the next day she could now bend her
knee and had much more strengtiz in
her leg.

It was a blessing for us to meet
with Brother Carlos Marroquin, who
was baptized one year ago, as we felt
the calling of God upon him to be
ordained a Deacon. The brothers of
the Ministry all agreed to this calling,
as the Holy Spirit bore witness, and it
was decided to ordain him during the
Sunday service.

SUNDAY SERVICE

There was an air of excitement at
the Sunday mecting, November 28.
With more than seventy people in
attendance, songs were sung to the
honor of God and the Gospel of Christ
was preached by Brothers Jackson,
Liberto, Ciotti, and Luis Marroquin.

A teenage group sang several songs
which they had prepared for the
service. The songs were sung in both .
Spanish and English, and they sounded:
like angels singing,

The duties of a Deacon were
explained to the group in preparing to
ordain Brother Carlos. His feet were
washed by Brother Lorenzo Subujuy,
and he was ordained by Brother Ciotti.
The gift of tongucs was manifested and
the interpretation was given to Sister
Ana Subujuy, as follows: “I will lift
my people, and, one by one, I will use
them.” This was stated twice. How
marvelous is our God who confirms
His divine will in the lives of His
followers!

After the service, a meal was
served and the Ministry had the
privilege to pray for many people,
including some who had attended at
our Church for the first time. They
were touched by the Spirit of God and .
are looking for direction in their lives.

My return home was on the 29th,
with Brothers Jackson and Liberto
returning on December 1. It was a
great blessing to travel throughout the
city of Guatemala with my brothers
and to share the Restored Gospel with
people. The joy in anointing the sick,

{Continue on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint . . .

When you studied geography, what did you think when you read about and saw pictures of areas
like the Mojave Desert or Sahara Desert? Did you ask yourself any questions? - Questions
like: How can someone live there? What happened to the water? How can a place be so barren

and void of life? ' :

These deserts are large, vast places on the globe. They are barriers to life. They lack the
essentials of life. There is little if any vegetation, flowers or fruit. There is an occasional oasis.
Will such a place ever come alive? Can sucha place ever come alive? What good can ever come
out of such a lifeless and barren place?

The scriptures also depict a large area that was barren and void of life. In the 37th chapter of
Ezekiel, we read of such a place. It was seen ina vision and although it describes the condition
of Isracl, in essence it also graphically describes a person or people, any people, who do not
have the Lord in their life or lives. Itis referred to as “the valley of dry bones.” The bones are
described as very dry.

The question is asked, “Can these bones live?” The answer was, “O Lord God, thou knowest.”
Yes, the Lord knows and the Lord can do all things? The Lord can heal the sinner. The Lord
can raise the dead, whether from a natural death or spiritual wasteland. As you read this
scripture and read the living words of the prophet as given by God, you can visualize life
entering these very dry bones. The bones came together, sinew and flesh came upon them, skin
covered them and then breath came into them. As breath came into them, they lived! They stood
on their feet and became a great army! :

The Word of God that reaches a receptive ear will cause a sinner to repent. The Word of God
will cause dry bones to come alive, provided they reach a heart open to Jesus Christ. A sinner
who repents will no longer be a valley of dry bones. A repentant person no longer is dry bones
but a lush valley of green pastures, flowers, fruitand water! A repentant soulis one who decides
to serve the Lord, brings forth life, treasures and values life and brings the message of the
Restored Gospel to others so they may enjoy the same blessed and spiritual benefits.

Imagine what you were like, what your life was like before you met the Master. Can you recall
your wayward ways, your sinful past and misdeeds of life? Do you imagine the past, prior to
meeting the Saviour, as a barren wasteland? Without the Lord in our lives, we all would be
living in a barren wasteland. We would be a barren wasteland.

Ezekiel 37:14 states, “And shall put my spirit in you and ye shall live . . . ” Since-our baptism
into The Church of Jesus Christ, we are alive! We are no longer dry bones. As a result of being
baptized and receiving the Holy Ghost, we are now a living soul in Christ Jesus. Qur soul has
come alive! It lives! .

We now think differently. We now act differently. We now talk differently. Where once there
may have been a roaring lion, there is now a lamb. Where there was hate, now there is love.
The spirits of revenge, deceit, selfishness, pride, hypocrisy, jealousy and lying are gone. They

are replaced by the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit, which manifests itseifin love, joy, peace, long
suffering, gentleness, goodness, meckness, temperance, humility and mercy. Where once there
was a proud heart, there is now a broken heart. Where once there was a proud and sinful spirit,
there is now a contrite spirit. This is conversion of the soul. This brings salvation of the soul

if one endures to the end.
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Look at what happened to Enos. He went looking for the natural but found the spiritual. He
remembered the teachings of his wonderful father, Jacob. When he was moved by the Spirit
of God, the joy of the saints sunk deep into his heart. He prayed all day and all night until his

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS
CHANGES TO: THE GOSFEL
NEWS BUSINESS OFFICE, P.O.
BOX30, BRIDGEWATER, M1 48115-
0030,

{Continued on Page 11)
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

Peace Through the
Power of Prayer

Dear Boys and Girls,

How much peace is in your life?
What do you do when things are going
bad in your lifc? What if your family
has a terrible problem, or you have a
probiem that you are afraid to tell
people about? What if your parents
are fighting or your grandma is sick or
someone at school is hateful and mean
to you? Where do you get your peace?

Do you know that the Bible and
Book of Mormon are full of true
stories about people going through
terrible times who still found peace and
safety? In the Bible, Hadassah’s
mother and father had died. She was
being raised by her older cousin,
Mordecai, who loved her dearly. But
when the King over that part of the
world was looking for a new wife, his
officers spotted this beautiful Jewish
girl. She was picked to leave her home
and her friends and go live in a palace
surrounded by jealous girls who all
hoped they would be picked as the
King’s wife, Everything was different.
Even her name was changed from
Hadassah to Esther.

Once she was there in the King’s
harem, she was not allowed to speak or
meet with any man, including her
family. Mordecai would come and sit
in the gate area of the palace. She
could look out the palace windows and
see him. But, there were no telephones
30 she could only send a written
message back and forth. Seven servant
girls were brought in to take care of all
her needs. Can you imagine trying to
get along with, or even be in control of
seven strangers who knew better than

you how things were done in the new
place? For one year she had to go
through a process of eating certain
foods and being passed on special
purifying tests, She was surrounded
by rich, powerful, ungodly people all
waiting to see who the next queen
would be,

Esther was not allowed to openly
practice her religion. She had lost all
of her friends and freedom but she had
not lost her God or peace. By the time
the year had passed in training, Esther
was called in to meet the King. He
chose her over all the young women,
She was the next queen. Can you
imagine how much she and Mordecai
had prayed? Can you imagine the big,
lonely job she had now, surrounded by
people who would pretend to like her
because she was important? Can you
think how hard it would be {o always
be watched? How would it be to have
a husband who sometimes didn’t sce
you for a month at a time? And to
never have any real privacy except in
your own mind?

But Mordecai had raised Esther
well. When trouble came and an evil
man named Haman made up a plot to
kill all the Jewish people in the land,
she was faithful. She told Mordecai to
ask all the believers to join her and fast
and pray for three days. She would
then break the palace laws and inter-
rupt the king to ask him to talk with
her. She prayed God would show her
what to say to save her people. She
also prayed that the king would not be
angry at her and turn her away.

They fasted to save their lives. At
the end of three days, she prepared a
perfect feast for the king. Then she put
on her beautiful, royal clothes and

went into his meeting. He was pleased .
to see her and gave her permission to |
enter. When he asked her what she
wanted, she asked him to come and cat
with her and to bring Haman. The
king agreed.

At the feast he again asked her
what she wanted and said, he would
give her half of his kingdom if she
wanted it. Esther replied that she
wanted him to come again to a feast
the next day and she would tell him
what she wanted. The King and
Haman came. And Esther told him
about Haman’s secret hatred of the
Jewish people, and his plan to have
them all killed. The King was furious.
He changed the law to protect the
Jewish people and he had Haman put
to death instead. Then he also remem-
bered the good Mordecai, and gave him
power to help run the country.

Esther’s months and months of
loneliness and sorrow changed. Her
peace was back; her family and friends
were saved from being murdered. And
now she would openly practice her
religion, The days and days of hiding
her beliefs in her heart were now over.
From this story we are reminded that
many times God has a bigger plan in

(Continued on Page 11)
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(!ilr Women Today

Ladies’ Circle Prepares
for 80th Anniversary

By Sister Karen Progar

It’s always a blessing to meet
with the sisters of the Circle. Such
was the case on October 10, 1999, as
we convened in the Greensburg,
Pennsylvania Branch of The Church of
Jesus Christ. All Area Circles had
representation at our meeting.

It is also pieasantly surprising to
see the amount of money our member-
ship is able to raise in a six-month time
period. Equally astounding is the
number of members who perform this
work. This conference reached its goal
of providing sewing machines to the
Pinetop and White River Reservations
through the six-month special project
collections. The General Circle’s new
spectal project is the work in Peru.
Let’s get behind this as we have
outstandingly supported our past goals.
The American Indian work received
$2,649.00. In addition, $2,054.00 was
divided equally among the works in
India, Italy, Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya and
the Missionary Foundation New Works.

The first order of new business
was our ¢lection of officers. The
majority of officers were retained with
Sisters Arling Whitton, President, and
Lorraine DeMercurio, Vice President
who will continue to lead our organiza-
tion. Sister Judy Coppa was clected
Assistant Secretary and Sister Susanna
King replaces Sister Pierina DiFalco as
our Card Sender. It is uplifting and a
blessing to those individuals who are
the recipients of the cards sent. The
General Circle extends its gratitude to
Sister Pierina for her vears of diligent
service.

As a means of introducing the
work of the Circle to new members and
visitors, three sisters have been chosen
to create a Welcome Brochure; namely,
Alicia Draskovich, Susan Moraco, and
Rebecca Rogolino. The officers will
review the document prior to submis-
sion to the General Church for ap-
proval and publication.

The year 2000 marks the 80th
anniversary of the Ladies” Uplift
Circle. Our organization was founded
in Monongahela, Pennsylvania and that
sitc has been chosen to host our
anniversary conference. Make plans
now to attend the April 29th meeting.
The sisters of the Penn-Mid Atlantic
Area Circle will be providing accom-
modations for the event and would love
to have a complete representation of
our General Circle in attendance. This

will be a time to recognize the achieve-
ments of our home Circles, Make your
decision now to be a part of the
weekend. This is an exciting time for
the sisters of the Church.

Eighty Years Ago

Eighty years ago they said they’d find
their way together,
true companions of the heart.
In fair and stormy weather
they said they’d help cach other out
and cheer each other on,
they said they’d be each other’s

strength to always lean upon,

And everything they said they’d do so
Iong ago they’ve done,

This is truly a wonderful mile-
stone for the General Ladies” Uplift
Circle of The Church of Jesus Christ—
a day that brings admiration and warm
congratulations to the ladies and sisters
throughout The Church of Jesus
Christ.

May you have all the joy that
your hearts can possibly hold when we
gather together in the “Flower Garden
of the Lord” to receive His blessings.

Come join us for the General
Ladies’ Uplift Circle 80th Anniversary
Conference, April 29, 2000, in Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania.

Missionary
Benevolent
Association

MRA

Eight Find
“Victory in Jesus”

By Sister Karen L. Progar

We all celebrate the victories
which we have in Jesus, including the
Penn-Mid Atlantic Area MBA which
held its Annual Campout at Antiochian
Village in Ligonier, Pennsylvania the
weekend of September 17-19, 1999,

Friday evening’s service was
opened by our Area President, Brother
Larry Ali, who welcomed us to the
camp. Brother John Ali then spoke to
us of the importance of being in one
accord in order to be victorious, as the
disciples were in the upper room. The
balance of Friday evening was spent in
fellowship, as we enjoyed a snack and
visiting with one another.

Children’s chapel was handled by
Brother Chuck Kogler. Adult chapel
services were begun by Brother Bruce
Picciuto who sang, We Have An -
Anchor. In addition to many MBA
members from the Penn-Mid Atlantic
Area, we were pleased to have a
number of visitors from other arcas -

attend our campout. Brother Joel
Gehly from the Erie, Pennsylvania
Branch opened our chapel service
choosing scriptures from the 5th and
6th chapters of Joshua as the basis of
his sermon. He reminded us that all
participated and had a role in the battie
of Jericho. He then shared a victory
for the Church which took place in
Kenya last fall when there was a
devastating outbreak of malaria. The
loss was so devastating that three
hundred people in one town died. A
missionary. from another religion
approached one of the members of our
ministry stating that he wanted to meet

(Continued on Page 8)
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Branch and
Mission News

Fasting and Prayer

By Jessica Nowells,
Age 14, Mid-Georgia Mission

To fast, means to abstain or not to
eat at all. To pray means to basically
address a problem or something to
God. In the paragraph below, is an
answered prayer.

Brother Daniel Nowells has a man
that he works with named Henry Scott.
Well, Henry was very sick, He was so
sick, he could hardly get out of the bed.
Brother Daniel asked him would he
like an Elder to come and anoing him.
He said sure. He would really appreci-

ate it. So an Elder anointed him,

Then that Wednesday, we had
fasting and prayer. Our main concern
was Henry. Well, just to show you
how God works, that Sunday, Henry
came to our Church to testify what
God did for him. For making him well
again. Now he’s back to himself.

Another example of somebody
fasting is in Acts 10th chapter thirticth
verse. It says: And Comelius said
“Four days ago I was fasting until this
hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in
my house, and, behold, a man stood
before me in bright clothing.” Acts
10:31, And said Cornelius, “Thy
prayer is heard, and thine alms are had
in remembrance in the sight of God.”
So that leads me to one conclusion, if
you fast and pray and actually mean
every word you say, your prayers will
be answered. You think He is not
listening because He does not answer

you right away, but He does listen.
Sometimes it takes a while but He will [
answer you in His own time.

Then sometimes when you fast
and pray, you are blessed just like in
Matthew 15:32. Then Jesus called his
disciples unto him and said, “I have
compassion on the multitude, because
they continue now with me three days,
and have nothing to eat: And I will not
send them away fasting, lest they faint
in the way.”

God can do anything. He can
move a mountain. Just like in this
story, the disciples went into the
wilderness with seven loaves of bread
and a few fish. So they prayed and
God doubled it. So if you ask and
have faith in what you’re asking, you
will receive, but remember one thing;
only ask if you really need it. Don’t
ask just because you want it. It does
not work that way.

Victory in Jesus
Continued from Page 7

somcone from the Church where the
people didn’t die during this terrible
occurrence, Brother Joel used this
story as an example of the victories
which we see today.

Seminars took a different twist.
Brother Tony Ricci, Adult Seminar
Leader, advised us that during our
seminar sessions, we would have the
opportunity to learn about four things
required to be victorious.

(Brothers Paul Ciotti, Sr.
and Brother Dennis Ricei)
(Brother Paul J. Ciotti, Jr.)
{Brother Paul A. Palmieri
and Brother David DeLuca)
(Apostle Paul Palmieri)

Motivation

Equipment
Game Plan

Attitude

In our MEGA seminars, adults
were not separated (as we traditionally
are) by age. Tnstead our groups were
determined by the color of schedule left
in our rooms by the camp staff.
Another difference was that the groups
did not move about among different
seminar leaders. The seminar leaders
moved from room to room as they

taught us to be victorious. Seminar
time passed quickly and the format
seemed to be enjoyable to all, except
maybe those brothers who appeared
perhaps a bit winded at the end of the
morming.

Day Care was handled by Sister
Connie Frankenberry. Children’s
seminars were taught by Sistcr Tonia
Monaghan. The preteen’s instructors
were Brother Eric Yoder and Richard
Nath. The teenage group was taught
by Brothers Jason Monaghan and
Bruce Picciuto. Young adults also had
their own class lead by Brothers John
M. D’Antonio and Richard Scaglione,
Jr.

The afiernoon was filled with the
traditional crafts for both adults and
children, as well as sports which were
enjoyed particularly by those over
thirty since they were the big winners
of the football game.

That evening, Brother Larry Ali
inquired as to the status of our Attitude
and if we were Motivated with a good
Game Plan, knowing that we had the
Equipment necessary to be victorious.
The preschool group began the meeting
with a song, victory cheer and singing
Victory in Jesus for the congregation.

Area Chaplain, Brother Pete Giannetti, :
Jr., commented that while he has never
seen the Lord, he has seen the Lord
upon the faces of the congregation as,
Victory in Jesus was sung. Brother
Ralph Cartino, Jr, and Sister Deanna
Nuzzi from the Ohio Midwest Area
sang, When I'm Humbled Down.

Our speaker, Brother David
DeLuca reminisced on the first time
groups began using this facility for our
Church functions. He mentioned
various MBA, GMBA, Local and
Ladies’ Circle activities which have
taken place here. He told us that the
scriptures will lead us to victory. In
I Corinthians 15:54-58, we are re-
minded that the corruptible must put on
incorruption and this mortal shall put
on immortality. Death is swallowed up
in victory, a victory through our Lord,
Jesus Christ. He told us that we must
be steadfast and immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, so
that our labor is not in vain. The Bible
and the Book of Mormon Jead us to
that victory.

Brother John Mark D’ Antonio
shared that he is unable to sleep before
he has a responsibility to perform for
the Church. He stated that he feels
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strongly about any task that he has to
o and that we should always take our
responsibilities seriously,

GMBA President, Brother Paul
Aaron Palmieri concluded the
evening’s preaching by telling us that
we must claim the victory won by
Jesus and that we should set our sites
on the Son of God so that the Lord will
know us as He knew Nephi in the Book
of Helaman when He acknowledged
him by name. The young people were
then afforded the opportunity to testify,
after which Apostle lke Smith offered a
special prayer for them.

At the close of the meeting,
several asked for special prayer and the
word of the Lord came forth. “I do not
call to your ear, but I call to your
heart, thus saith the Lord.” Eight
young people asked for their baptisms
this evening; Christopher Gehly, Re-
becca Hemmings, Kristine Henderson,
Jeremy and Joshua Nickiow, Laurel
Cherry, Amanda Scaglione and Brad-
ley Kurowsky. Apostle Paul Palmien
offered a prayer of thanksgiving to
close the service.

Sunday morning, after breakfast,
we gathered at the lake to witness the
baptisms of Rebecca Hemmings and
Christopher Steele Gehly. Both were
baptized by Brother Arthur Gehly. We
appropriately began our Sunday
meeting with, It Is Well With My Soul,
after which the confirmations took
place. Christopher was confirmed by
Brother Joel Gehly and Rebecca by
Brother lke Smith.

All those who asked for their
baptisms were afforded the opportunity
to testify. Five would be baptized later
that evening at the Monongahela
Branch and on¢ was returning to the
Great Lakes Area to share the event
with her family and the brothers and
sisters of her branch.

Apostle Paul Palmieri concluded
our weekend with a reminder to lift the
name of Jesus in our lives and let the
Lord shine through us. He looks
forward to the day when we see the
Lord personally and can thank Him.

Brother Patrick Monaghan, Area
MBA Vice President, thanked everyone
for their efforts and the Lord for being
with us, Sister Linda Ali, Camp
Director, thanked all her committees

who worked so hard to make the
weekend a success. We closed by
singing, Victory In Jesus, which we
surely all experienced this weekend.

The Righteous Need
Not Fear

By Sister Kay Vitto

While I stood in the grass, with the tall
trees all around me,

I was enveloped with the sound of
God’s anger, this I could see.

I witnessed a bit of His power, and I
sensed His omnipotent hand,

As the winds blew and the dark clouds
rolled ever so close to the sand.

A storm was approaching, as the thick
clouds descended closer to the ground,

The whirling, bustling and thundering,
what an ominous sound.

I was enveloped with the knowledge,
this was a taste of God’s fury,

As I'looked around, I sensed the fear of
many people being in a hurry.

I knew within my heart, this was just a
taste of what “could have been,”

The wrath of God towards mankind,
that has turned to sin,

There were people scurrying around,
wondering if destruction was near,

In my heart | heard that still small
voice, “The righteous need not fear.”

Note of Thanks

I want to thank you for your love,
thoughtfuiness, understanding and
caring as a result of the recent passing
of my wife Sharon. Your prayers,
telephone calls, and cards have been a
great source of strength and comfort to
me during this most difficult time.
Your kind expressions of sympathy
and love will always be remembered. 1

ask that you please continue to remem-
ber me in your prayers.

Love in Christ,
Brother Gary Vitto
Branch #1, Chesterfield, M1

® ok ok % kK k %

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We extend our sincere thanks and
deepest appreciation to each of you for
your expression of sympathy and
kindness during Brother Aima Noifi’s
recent illness and passing. Your
prayers have interceded in our behalf.
Jesus Christ has lightened our sorrow
with sweet memories of years gone by
and the knowledge that Brother Alma’s
soul now abides in paradisc. Pleasc
continue to remember us in your
prayers during our berecavement. May
the Lord richly bless you.

Sister Mary Nolft and family

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Cihomsky, Wally, Marie, Steven
8843 E. Avenido Las Noches
Gold Canyon, AZ 85219
480-671-7173

Landrey, Austin and Nicole
616 S. 110th Place

Mesa, AZ 85208
480-354-7454

Melnikov, Katharine

10201 N. 44th Drive #2002
Glendale, AZ 85302
623-837-5337

Monaghan, Jason
Noble Vista II #406
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-836-5343

Nicklow, Robert Jr., Chris, Joshua,
Jeremy

177 Fisher Avenue

Monongahela, PA 15063

724-258-7392

{Continued on Page 10)
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Directory Update

Continued from Page 9

Austin, Joseph

65 Pearl Dr.
Pittsburgh, PA 15227
412-886-9689

Benyola, Ray and Flo
35099 Persimmon
Yucaipa, CA 92399

Bromberg, Michael
20232 Damietta Dr.
Diamond Bar, CA 91789

Coppa, Mark and Susan
47477 Greenwich Dr.
Novi, MI 48374

D’Orazio, Tom and Amy
128 Heatherglen Dr.
Coppell, TX 75019
972-745-3525

D’Orazio, John and Linda
1244 Bevan Dr.
Sebastian, FI. 32958
561-589-7096

Greensburg, PA Branch
724-837-1452

Faith and Doctrine

Continued from Page 3

10:16; Book of Mormon: III Nephi
15:16-24; III Nephi 16:1-3.

21. We believe that the Book of
Mormon is the book spoken of by the
Prophet Isaiah, and also the book that
Ezekiel refers to in his book as the
stick of Joseph in the hand of Ephraim.

Ref: Bible: Isa. 29; Ezek. 37:16-19;
Book of Mormon: IT Nephi 27:6-22; 11
Nephi 29:6-8.

22, We would just state, that the Book
of Mormon has been shamefully
misrepresented, and we desire every
lover of truth to read it for themselves,
as they cannot afford to rely on com-
mon report concerning any matter

connected with their soul’s salvation,
We hercby assure all men that it
teaches nothing contrary to purity and
sound doctrine and is a history of the
dealings of God with the aborigines of
this land. It also contains a vast
amount of prophetic matter of unlim-
ited importance bearing upon the
future. It is impossible for lovers of
truth and virtue, who are reasonably
free from prejudice, to carefully peruse
its contents without experiencing
delight and satisfaction; or for persons
who are soaked in greed, hypocrisy and
sensuality to read this book without
being maddened by its stinging re-
proaches of their character and con-
duct. It affords cold comfort for
polygamists or bigamists. Jacob, the
ancient prophet of the Lord of this
land, writes as follows: “Wherefore, I
the Lord God will not suffer that this
people shall do like unto them of old
(meaning David and Solomon with
their many wives). Wherefore, my
brethren, hear me, and hearken to the
word of the Lord: For there shall not
any man among you have save it be
one wife; and concubines he shall have
none; For I, the Lord God, delight in
the chastity of women. And whore-
doms are an abomination before me;
thus saith the Lord of Hosts.” This is
not the only instance, by any means,
where polgamy is condemned in the
Book of Mormon. The Almighty
commanded Lehi, when He brought
him to this land, positively against the
practice of polygamy. Old King Noah
was condemned by Abinadi for the
same offense. Riplakish is also
condemned in the Book of Ether for the
same abomination. Therefore, we
believe that a man shall have only one
wife and a woman but on¢ husband,
and base our faith especially upon the
Book of Mormon in this particular.

Ref: Book of Mormon: Jacob 2:23-28;
Mosiah 11; Ether 10:5.

23. We believe in the fulfillment and
ultimate establishment of the Kingdom
of God on the earth while men are still
in the flesh. We-refer to this period of
time as the Peaceful Reign, which shall
precede the Millennium, or Thousand
Years with Christ.

Ref: Bible: Isa. 2:1-5; Isa. 35; Isa.
51:3; Isa. 55; Isa. 65:18-25; Hosea  (
2:18-19; Job 5:22-25; Ezek. 34: 25.26;
Book of Mormon: I Nephi 22:4-28; 111
Nephi 20:22; III Nephi 21:23-29;

Ether 13:4-12.

24. We believe in the second coming
of Christ; that He shall appear in glory
at the end of the world, which takes
place immediately following the
conclusion of the Peaceful Reign. At
this time, he witl wed His Bride (the
Church) to gather unto Himself all the
righteous to dwell with Him for a
thousand years (the Millennium), and
then for all eternity.

Ref: Bible: Matt, 24:36-42; Luke 17:
23-27. Acts 1:11; I Thes. 4:17; Rev.
19:7-9; Acts 3:20-21; Book of Mor-
mon: III Nephi 28:7-8.

25. We believe in continucus divine
revelation. Such revelations are
consistent with the holy scriptures.
The Lord reveals Himself through the
Holy Ghost in dreams, visions, signs,
gifts, and His Word. God speaks
when, where, and through whomever
He chooses.

Ref: Bibie: I Cor. 12:3-11; Joei 2:28;
Book of Mormon: Alma 9:21; II Nephi
26:13; II Nephi 29; Moroni 10:8-24;
Mormmon 9:7-8.

26. We believe that marriage between
man and woman is a holy institution,
“Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
{Gen. 2:24). We believe that a man
shall have one wife and a wife but onc
husband, except when death takes one
of the parties, in which case the
survivor is at liberty to remarry.

Finally, whatsoever things are true,
honest, just, pure, lovely and of good
report; and everything virtuous,
praiseworthy and upright, we scck
after, looking forward to the recom-
pense of reward.

Ref: Bible: Phil. 4:8
(The above is the Faith and
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. Doctrine of The Church of Jesus
Christ, headquartered in Monon-
gahela, Pennsylvania. We are an
enfirely distinct and separate church,
without affiliations to any other
church or groups of the restoration
movement, nor are we affiliated with
any other religious group of people or
church, regardless of their denomina-
tion—Editor’s note. )

Message from the Seventy

Continued from Page 4

praying for the needy, and giving
counsel to the troubled is unspeakable
for which we give praise to our Lord,
Jesus Christ, who has called us into the
great work of the Lord.

Brother Liberto reminded us of an
experience given more than twelve
years ago in which it was shown that,
through the work of the Church in
Guatemala, the Gospel will go to all
Central America. We live with this
‘hope and want to thank the member-
ship of The Church of Jesus Christ for
their prayers and financial support
which have sustained the Church in
Guatemala.

The brothers and sisters of the
Guatemala Mission extend their love to
the General Church and branches and
missions throughout the world,

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

prayer reached the heavens. The dry
bones of Enos began to come alive in
Jesus Christ. Enos struggled and
wrestled before God and then it hap-
pened. Finally, after his struggle,
Enos’ sins were forgiven. No sooner
than his sins were forgiven, now the
spirit of love fell on him. He began to
have a desire for the welfare of his
brethren. What did he do? He poured
out his soul in prayer to God for the
welfare of his brethren, the Nephites
and also the Lamanites. What a

change! Dry bones became bones full

of life! =
There are many other examples in

the scriptures and in today’s Church of
those who were dry bones but now
alive in Jesus Christ. Where are they
you ask? Look around you. They are
in your family. They are in your
respective branches, Many wonderful
and marvelous brothers and sisters
who once were sinners, in the valley of
dry bones, now they are alive in the
Lord. Look at them. Notice the spirit
they carry. Notice their walk and their
talk. Notice the humility and broken
heart and contrite spirit. Did these
brothers and sisters do that on their
own? No, they did not. They allowed
themselves to be breathed on by the
Lord and He changed them. He resur-
rected them from sin and death into the
newness of life. The Lord changed
their lives for the better. Many were
rebuked by their own family and
friends. Were they deterred? No, they
were not deterred or discouraged.
They persevered, pressed on, let the
Lord have His way with them and
became saints to the Most High God.
They were called out of the “valley of
dry bones” into a life with Christ.

How about you?

Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6

store for us. Sometimes we must
suffer and pray for many, many weeks
before we have peace. Sometimes
when we are really scared, we need to
tell others so that they will pray for us
also. There is mighty power in praying
and many times, we will find answers
and peace when we fast and also pray.
As you each grow older you will
find out that many times someone will
be hurting and you are powerless to
change things. But God is never
powerless. And Jesus is named the
Prince of Peace. You can pray and
Jesus can work miracles in the other
peoples’ lives. There is much power
and peace in prayer. Start practicing
now. The next thing you are worried
about, pray about it. The Book of
Mormon tells us to pray over our

~flocks and fields (places of work), our

families, servants {people who teach us
and help us ) and over everything we

need or carc about, You can have
peace. Trust in God, put your troubles
in His care. Over and over, seck peace.

With care, your friend,
Sister Jan

Ordinations

Brother Troy Tate was ordained a
Deacon on May 30, 1999, in the
Lorain, Ohio Branch. His feet were
washed by Brother Nephi DeMercurio
and he was ordained by Brother Tony
Calabrese.

Sister Carla Naro-King was
ordained a Deaconess on May 30, 1999
in the Lorain, Ohio Branch. Her feet
were washed by Sister Vera Naro and
she was ordained by Brother Mark Naro.

Brother Greg Davis was ordained
a Deacon on May 30, 1999 in the Lorain,
Ohio Branch. His feet were washed by
Brother Patrick Monaghan and he was
ordained by Brother John Genaro.

Brother Wally Cihomsky was
ordained an Evangelist on December
12, 1999 in the San Carlos, AZ
Mission. His feet were washed by
Evangelist Richard Christman and he
was ordained by Evangelist Larry
Watson.

Brother Hector Gastelum was
ordained an Evangelist on December 5,
1999 in the Tijuana, Mexico Branch.
His feet were washed by Evangelist
Richard Christman and he was or-
dained by Evangelist Paul Liberto.

Brother Joseph Ignagni was
ordained an Evangelist on November
21, 1999 in the Dallas/Ft. Worth
Branch. His feet were washed by
Evangelist Larry Watson and he was
ordained by Apostle Isaac Smith.

Brother Matthew Kurowsky was
ordained a Deacon on December 19,
1999 in the Monongahela, Pennsylva-
nia Branch. His feet were washed by
Brother Chuck Kogler and he was
ordained by Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr.

Brother Jonathan Nath was
ordained a Deacon on December 19,
1999 in the Monongahela, Pennsylva-
nia Branch. His feet were washed by
Brother Richard Nath and he was
ordained by Brother Robert Nicklow, Sr.
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*WEDDINGS *

Brother Nephi DeMercurio, Jr., and Sister Jennifer
Calabrese were united in holy matrimony on October 16,
1999 in Oberlin, Ohio.

Brother Scott Griffith and Sister Mandy Genaro were
united in holy matrimony in the Warren, Ohio Branch on
September 25, 1999.

Children Blessed

Sarah Carys Jordan, daughter of Sister Kimberly and
Brother David Jordan was blessed in the Mesa-Phoenix,
Arizona Branch on March 21, 1999,

David Cueras Lopez, grandson of Sister Victoria
Lopez, was blessed in the Miami-Dade, Florida Mission on
November 21, 1999,

 Baptisms

Deborah Lee Perhacs was baptized on August 15,
1999 in the Glassport, Pennsylvania Brangh. She was
baptized by Brother John Ali and confirmed by Brother
Edward Donkin.

Angela Gioia Ficarra was baptized on September 26,
1999 in Branch #1, Chesterfield, Michigan. She was
baptized by Brother Mike LaSala and confirmed by Brother
Frank Natoli.

Larisa Landrey was baptized on May 2, 1999 in the
Mesa-Phoenix, Arizona Branch, She was baptized by
Brother Skip Smith and confirmed by Brother David Jordan.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Fiftieth Anniversary (

We wish to express our congratulations to those
celebrating these significant spiritual milestones in their
lives.

Brother Howard and Sister Joyce Jackson of the
Kinsman, Ohio Mission celebrated fifty years as members
of The Church of Jesus Christ on November 21, 1999.

OBITUARIES

We wish to express our sympathy to those who mourh
the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comfort you.

ALMA NOLFI

Brother Alma Nolfi of the Glassport, Pennsylvania
Branch passed on to his heavenly reward on August 23,
1999, He was an ordained Elder in The Church of Jesus
Christ. Brother Alma is survived by his wife, Sister Mary
Nolfi; three sons, Timothy Nolfi, Brother David Notifi and
Jared Noifi; two daughters, Alma Marie Noifi and Jessica
Nolfi; three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

FRANCES J. CAPONE

Sister Frances J. Capone of the Mesa-Phoenix, Arizona
Branch passed on to her heavenly reward on June 7, 1999.
Sister Frances was preceded in death by her husband,
Evangelist Peter Capone and her son, Brother David
Capone. She is survived by one daughter, Sister Yvonne

-Saffron and three grandchildren.

MARY NATALINA CUOMO

Sister Mary Cuomo of the Windsor, Ontario, Canada
Branch passed on to her heavenly reward on October 21,
1999. She was an ordained Deaconess in The Church of
Jesus Christ. Sister Mary is survived by two sons,
Sylvester and Samuel; six daughters, Mary Coppa, Rose
Arena, Phil MacKinnon, Olanda Peltier, Argia Whyte, and
Martha Zaccagnini; thirty-four grandchildren, sixty-two
great-grandchildren and seven great-great-grandchildren.

ESTHER JANE CAMPITELLE

Esther Jane Campitelle passed on to her eternal reward

on October 26, 1999. She is survived by three sisters;

Sisters Mary DiChiera, Lucy Hemp and Mildred Domurat;
and several nieces and nephews. . -
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God’s Mercy To A Wayward Soul

By Brother Jerry Valenti

This is the testimony of the late
Sister Debbie Cogar. Obviously, she
:annot relate it at this time so I have
taken it upon myself to tell her story.
As you will see, my life was also -
touched by her experience such that
her testimony has become part of my
own.

. It began with a phone call on
September 2, 1999, My wife Pat told
me that Debbie Cogar had called and
wanted to discuss a dream she had
the night before. I hadn’t spoken
with Debbie in about two years but
she had been on my mind for the past
couple of weeks, ever since she had
moved in with her sister, Sister
Theresa Camden. Before returning
her call, I prayed that God would
direct my conversation with her, even
that this dream would somehow draw
her closer to Him.

As brief background informa-
tion, I first met Debbie in 1989 when
I was asked to go to Children’s
Hospital in Philadelphia to anoint a
baby girl with a hole in her heart.
This was Debbie’s daughter Corinne
~ho today, thank God, is a healthy
10-year-old girl. Since that time, I

have seen Debbie on a few occasions,

generally when she needed a minister
to either counsel with or pray for her

or her children. Sister Theresa kept
me updated on her activities, including
when Debbie divorced her husband
and moved in with another man. We
prayed for her on many occasions and
brought her name before the branch
membership as well.

In August of this year, Debbie’s
live-in arrangement came to an end
and she found herself in need of a
place to stay. Sister Theresa and

Brother Garry graciously invited her to
stay in their home until she found a
place of her own. When I heard of this
arrangement, the thought immediately
came to me that it was time for me and
Debbie to sit down and talk about the
condition of her soul and the need to
get her life straightened out and in tune
with God. I'was prepared to even be a
little hard with her if necessary, in
order to get her to see the point. I told
Sister Theresa that I wanted to set this
up but it was just a few days later that
Debbie had her dream and so she

(Continued on Page 10)

Sister Debbie Cogar and Brother Jerry Valenti
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What Must I Do To Be Saved?

By Timothy D. Bucci

The text I shall read is found in
Acts 2:37-41:

“Now when they heard this, they

were pricked in their heart, and said
unto Peter and the rest of the apostles,
Men and brethren, what shall we do?

“Then Peter said unto them,
Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.

“For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that
are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call;

“And with many other words did
he testify and exhort, saying, Save
yourselves from this untoward
generation.

“Then they that gladly received
his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls.”

The Apostle Peter, who appar-
ently was the most aggressive of the
eleven apostles, preached to the
muliitude of people that gathered
about them,

“And there were dwelling at
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of
every nation under heaven.

“, .. and were confounded,
because that ¢very man heard them
speak in his own language.

“And they were all amazed and
marvelled, saying one to another,
Behold, are not all these which speak
Galileans?

“And how hear we every man in
our own tongue , . .~

The things which they heard
were the wonderful things of God and
Jesus Christ, who was crucified.
Suddenly, they were touched in their
hearts and said unto Peter and the rest
of the Apostles, “. . . Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” In other
words, they were asking individually,
“What must I do to be saved?” We
shall let the Holy Bible answer this
question.

The Apostle Paul writes in 11
Timothy 3:16,17:

“All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in rightcousness:

“That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.”

Let us observe that St. Paul Sald

. Instruction in righteousness . .
and . profitable for doctrine .
What doctnne? The doctrine of
Christ. Of what does the doctrine of
Christ consist? The doctrine of Christ
consists of these fundamental prin-
ciples: faith, repentance, baptism, and
the imposition of hands for the
reception of the Holy Ghost, precisely
as Peter had declared in the text I
read. These principles must be
observed, put into effect, and adminis-
tered by one duly authorized with
power and authority. I shall speak
briefly on each of these principles.
First will be faith.
According to the Apostle Paul,

¢, .. faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” This is found in Hebrews 11:1.
In this same chapter, verse 6 reads:
“But without faith it is impossible to
please him: -for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seck
him.” Evidently, faith is believing
without seeing,

The Apostle Paul said; “For we

walk by faith, not by sight.” Where

shall we place our faith? Jesus said:
‘... Have faith in God” (St. Mark

1 :22). Evidently, we place our faith

where it will produce in us the
greatest assurance about the things
which concern us most. To have faith
in God is to have faith in the final
victory of everything which is good.
Have faith in God and Christ Jesus,
the Holy One of Israel. It is construc-
tive, it is a sure foundation, and it is
the way of salvation. To have faith is
not merely advice. It is a command,
The second step which must be
observed and put into effect is repen-
tance. Peter commanded the multi-

Jesus said, “ ..

tude to repent when they asked,

. what shall we do?” Repentance {

hterally means rethinking, or a change
of mind. In the New Testament, it

- means a change of heart and mind, so

that we no longer justify ourselves in

* seeking our own way, but instead,

gladly give God the “right of way” in
our lives. True repentance is more -
than the abandonment of specific sins;
it goes to the root of the matter, which
is rebellion against God. Rebellion
against God is what produces sin.
Paul said, “ . . . but {God) now com-
mandeth all men every where to repent.”
. except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish” (St. Luke
13:3). Repentance is a key word in
the message of Jesus, Peter, James,
John, and Paul. It is one of the key
words of our message in these last days.

Let us observe the condition of
the world today. We read of many
earthquakes, destructions, pestilences,
famines, wars, and the rumors of wars
of which Jesus says in St. Matthew
24:8, “All these are the beginning of
sorrows.” Verses 10-12 read, {

“And then shall many be of-
fended, and shall betray one another,
and shall hate one another.

“And many false prophets shall
rise, and shall deceive many.

“Andbecauseiniquity shall abound,
the love of many shall wax cold.”

In Il Timothy, 3:1-5, Paul said:

“ ... inthe last days perilous
times shall come,

“For men shall be lovers of their
own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy,

“Without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good,

“Traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God;

“Having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thercof: from such
turn away.”

Are these things apparent today?
We can surely say, yes. An examina-
tion of the developments which ;
brought chaos to the rest of the earth
reveals that a spiritual collapse
preceded civil collapse; moral disinte-
gration came before cconomic and
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social breakdown. In other words,

/" materialism is the best term to use;

“and it is composed of the selfishness
and irresponsibility which have
undermined modem civilization. The
process of disaster is clearly evident in
America today. Many people are
worried about our economic and
political futures; but, they are blind to
the fact that it depends upon our
spiritual situation. Must our demo-
cratic way of life be threatened before
we Jeamn that democracy, prosperity,
and civilization depend upon the
spiritual life of mankind? Let us
awaken to these facts.

The third step which must be
observed and put into effect is bap-
tism. The New Testament was
written in Greek, and we note “chec”
means to pour; “rantizo” means to
sprinkle. “Baptize” means to dip, or
to immerse. The word “baptizo” is
derived from a word root, “bapto,” the
simple and primitive meaning of
which is to dip, or immerse. Itis in
this sense that the word is carried
forward into the English language.

Baptism by immersion was the
recognized mode of initiation into
membership of the early Christian
Church. Baptism was preached by
the Ministers of Christ in the primitive
Church. John, the forerunner of
Christ, was called John the Baptist.
He preached repentance and baptism
along the banks of Jordan. In the text
1 read, Peter commanded the multitude
to repent and be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins. Jesus, in St. Mark 16:16, said,
“He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.” Baptism is the
only genuine when it is accompanied
by faith and repentance and performed
by one duly authorized.

The fourth step is the reception
of the Holy Ghost. Baptism in water
involves a cleansing, is an enlistment,
and is of great importance; but, if it is
to be effective, it must be followed by
3 baptism of the Spirit. John the
Baptist declared: ““I indeed baptize
you with water unto repentance: but
he that cometh after me is mightier
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy
to bear: he shall baptize you with the

Holy Ghost, and with fire.”

Jesus told Nicodemus, a ruler of
the Jews, “ . .. Verily, venly, I say
unto thee, Except a man be born of
the water and of the spirnit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God.”
Evidently, receiving the Holy Spirit is
vitally important for salvation. By
what method was it received in the
primitive Church? The first incident
we read about is on the Day of
Pentecost, when the followers of Jesus
gathered together in onc place.

“And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.

“And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it
sat upon ecach of them.

“And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost,”

After this, the Church became
organized through the Apostles.
Officers were installed, and The
Church of Jesus Christ, or the King-
dom of God, was established upon the
face of the earth. We learn then that
the Apostles laid their hands upon the
new converts, and they received the
Holy Ghost.

Let me give you one of the many
illustrations recorded in the Holy
Bible, When Philip, a servant and
Minister of Christ, went to Samaria to
preach Christ, they gladly received
him and were baptized, When the
Church learned of this, they sent Peter
and John to assist him, We read that,
when they came, they laid their hands
upon them and they received the Holy
Ghost. Obviously, the method used
was by the “laying on,” or the imposi-
tion of hands. Time will not permit
me to point out other scripture fo
support this.

The fifth and last thing I wish to
impress upon you is that the certain
ordinances instituted in the primitive
Church were administered by men
who were called by God. Through
faith and the Holy Spitrit to function
for Christ and His Church, on¢ must
be called by revelation or a “divine-
calling.” The term minister means
servant. The minister, therefore, is a
servant of God, receiving authority
from Him and exercising this author-

ity in His Name. _

Men have no right to organize
The Church of Jesus Christ or to
commission others to function for
Christ. The authority of the Ministry
must come from Him in this age, as in
every other age. Men have been
called to the Priesthood by revelation.
Noah, Abraham, Jacob and Joseph
were called by God in their respective
generations. Moses and Aaron were
called in their day. The Apostles
were called in their day by the Lord
Jesus Christ. Evidently, then, the
servants of God should be called in
these last days in like manner by the
revelation of God, and not by educa-
tional institutions for religion. It is
good to be learned, if you hearken to
the counsels of God.

In the New Testament, we learn
that faithful men were ordained into
the Ministry by the laying on of
hands. The Church of Jesus Christ,
which I represent, and her Ministers
are called by the revelation of God. 1t
is the Kingdom of God established
upon the carth in these last days.

Allow me to add this day: Have
faith in Christ Jesus. Repent, and
be baptized for the remission of
your sins. You shall receive the
Holy Ghost, because the promise is
to you and also so far as the Lord
will call. 1n conclusion, I shall repeat
the words of St. Paul, “Prove all
things; hold fast that which is good.”
May the peace of the Saviour abide
with you all.” -

(Editor’s Note: The above arti-
cle is taken from the Book of Sermons
published by The Church of Jesus
Christ. It is based on a sermon by
the late Evangelist, Timothy D. Bucci.)
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A message
from the
Seventy

Missionary Visit to Nigeria, West Africa

By Evangelist Joseph Perri, Co-Coordinator for Nigeria

The year was 1995 when we last
visited on the western coast of Afiica,
Time does not stand still and four
years and eight months have gone by
swiftly. Various conditions within the
country prevented us from traveling to
Nigeria where there are approximately
3,000 members of The Church of Jesus
Christ. -

News received by us in America,
August 7, 1999, that our beloved
Evangelist Edem Akpan Ebong had
passed away saddened us, and it was
not known whether we would be
permitted to attend his funeral on
November 3, six days prior to the start
of the scheduled National Church
Conference, Thankfully, all the per-
missions were received and Elder
Malcolm Paxon and I departed for
Nigeria on November 1 where we were
greeted warmly by our Church Direc-
tor there, Evangelist George Frank
Arthur, and the Nigerian Priesthood.

Evangelist Ford K. Boadu,
Director of the Church in Ghana, also
made arrangements to attend the
funeral, and he was with us during our
entire stay until November 15. Brother
Ford had been ilt since his return from
the World Missionary Conference in
America last summer, but his condition
had improved sufficiently to aliow him
to travel, '

" TOLD VISIT IMPORTANT

Our visit proved to be very impor-
tant, having been told our brothers and
sisters had been discouraged because

they had not seen any missionarics
from the Parent Church for almost five
years. Furthermore, the rumor had
been circulated that no missionaries
from America would ever be allowed
to visit Nigeria again. In the words of
our National Church Director, “Every
meeting that you had with us, we felt
new life and the spirit from heaven
came down into every one of us and we
felt blessed.” ’ :
Our Nigerian brothers requested
we go, which we did, to a few of their
new branches which had recently been
added to the membership rolls of the
Church. During our busy schedule,
visits were made to three districts and
branches; our secondary school; the
International Medical Association
(IMA) clinic; the Social Welfare,
Educational and Development Center
where we are presently caring for
thirty-one orphans, some of whom
have sponsors and four days at the
National Church Conference.

SUNDAY CONFERENCE SERVICE

At the Sunday gathering of
conference, there was an overflow
crowd which filled the main audito-
rium. Also, many sat under the cover
of the veranda and could hear the
sermon over the PA system. Several
choirs sang beautifully. Brother Perri
was asked to introduce the service, and
he was inspired to use the first chapter
of Galatians in which the Apostle Paul
emphasized the importance of staying
fast to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and

not being influenced to depart from it.
Further, as the Apostle also stated, if |
any man preach any other Gospel, let
him be accursed. '

Brother Perri said he had been
given that scripture just that morning,
not knowing that he would be asked to
speak. On behalf of the Parent
Church, he thanked the Priesthood and
members who have remained faithful
to the Lord and The Church of Jesus
Christ during their period of extreme
difficulty. He admonished all the
saints to be forgiving as Christ said we
should be and show love to those who
want to be with the family of God.

The sermon was interpreted in
three tribal languages, Efik, Ibo, and
Yoruba. Brothers Malcolm and Ford
spoke, using the same scripture and
relating how good God is to have given
us the Gospel and the knowledge of -
salvation through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. Our baptism
and the Church have become our
passports to heaven.

The state of The Church of Jesus
Christ in Nigeria is very good. The ¢
overall excitement of the Priesthood
and the membership is to have the

Church established in every village. In L

particular, more recently, approxi-
mately one hundred people from
another organization came into the
Gospel.

Requests are for a permanent
Church building where there are none
{(where they worship in a mud hut),
Bibles, hymnals, other Church hitera-
ture, and motorcycles for traveling
¢lders. Poverty and inflation have hurt
the Nigerian population. Their new
government is making a tremendous
effort to recover from years of diffi-
culty; but that will take time.

SAD PART OF TRIP

The sad part of our missionary
trip was to attend the funeral of our
beloved Evangelist, Edem Akpan
Ebong. From the day of his conversion
in 1960 while listening to the preachiny
of our late Evangelists John Ross and *
Alvin Swanson, until his fatal illness
would not permit him any longer to

{Continued on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint . . L

If someone makes a mistake or does something wrong, today’s trend in society is to blame
someone else. It is always the other person’s fault or problem. It is never the fault of the person
who committed the error or mistake. Few want to accept responsibility for their action or
actions. Isn’t it amazing that it is always the other person’s fault?

Yet, this is the way it has been since the very beginning of time. Human nature and its frailties
have not changed. It is really no different in our time than it was in the Book of Genesis.
Remember Adam and Eve? They were commanded by the Lord not to eat of the tree of
knowledge. They disobeyed the Lord. Adam and Eve did not follow the Lord’s instructions.
Both ate from the tree of knowledge. What happened?

When confronted by the Lord, Adam blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent. Some things
never change! Did the serpent tempt Eve? He sure did, but he did not make her sin. She made
a choice, a wrong choice. It was her disobedicnce based on her choice. Eve did not accept
responsibility for her action. Neither did Adam. It was their choice but someone clse’s fault.

We go through life making choices every day. We have to live with our choices. We have to
accept the responsibility and consequences of those choices. Consider a small example.

Have you ever made a poor choice when driving your car and made a wrong turn? When you
realized you were not going in the right direction, was that a result of your choice and your
decision? Or was it the fault of the civil engincer who designed the highway or road? It was

your choice, your responsibility.

It is important to choose how you want to live your life. You can choose to serve the Lord. You
can choose not to serve the Lord. Remember. Itis your choice. Noone else can make that choice
for you. You and you alone bear the responsibility for your choice and your soul. You bear
the responsibility for your own soul. Your soul is not the responsibility of another member of
The Church of Jesus Christ, your neighbor, your friend or a family member. No one can give
you faith, no one can repent for you and no one can get baptized for you. Only you can choose
to have faith, repent, and ask for your baptism. The scripture is very plain. Men and women
are free to choose. It is their choice to serve Jesus Christ. It is also their choice not to serve the
Lord. The Lord will not make that decision for anyone. If He did, then it would be safe to say
Be is partial because He chose your life and your ultimate destiny, either heaven or damnation.
He will force no oneto heaven. He will call, direct and encourage people to serve Him. He will

not force anyong to serve Him.

You cannot blame someone else if you do not regularly attend The Church of Jesus Christ once
you are baptized and become a member. Your attendance cannot be predicated on someone
else’s attendance. It is your choice to attend or not attend. Your actions are your responsibility
and are based on your choices. It is incumbent upon each of us not to look around and see what
the other person is doing or not doing with their life. It is not for us to base our actions or lack
thereof based on how others live their lives. What is important is how we live our lives. What
is important is how we serve God. We cannot base our service to the Lord on how others serve
the Lord. Itis our choice on how we serve God. We are judged and will be judged on our actions
and choices, not on the actions and choices of those around us. Many people make the right
choice. Unfortunately, many people make the wrong choice.

In spite of God’s commandment, Isracl made a golden calf. It was their choice. It was a bad
choice and they suffered the consequences of their decision. Laman and Lemuel chose not to
serve the Lord. Their hearts wereon the material things of life, their family treasures and wealth.
They made a very poor choice. They bore the price of that decision. Their descendants bear
the price of that decision. Instead of choosing the Lord, the rich man chose to build more silos

{Continued on Page 11) . .
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The

Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

“The Tears God Sees”

Dear Boys and Girls,

One of the shortest sentences in
the Bible also carries one of the most
beautiful messages. The sentence is
found in John 11:35. It is the true
story of Jesus’ feelings when one of his
precious friends had died and the
family was suffering deeply. The
sentence says, “Jesus wept.”

This was the Savior, the Son of
God. This was the man with the power
of God to heal the sick and raise the
dead. This was the man who planned
to show the followers the power of God
by raising his friend from the dead.
But He still wept and shared the pain
of His friends.

Our society tells us NOT to cry.
But the Bible tells us over and over to
love others and share their problems
(burdens). We arc not supposed to talk
about them to others; we are supposed
to go to a quiet place in our heart and
taik to God about them. We are
supposed to lift them up in prayer to
the Lord. We are also taught to pray
and tell the Lord our REAL feelings—
not just the polite ones. But we are to
break our heart before the Lord and tell
Him what we need help with,

Tears are precious to the Lord,
King David was called a “man after
God’s own heart.” And King David
never hesitated to fast, to pray, to
openly cry unto God for help. In
Psalms 6:6 he wrote, “I am weary
[tired] with my groanings: all the night
make I my bed to swim; 1 water my
couch with my tears . . . the Lord hath
heard my supplication [begging for
heip] . . . the Lord will receive my
prayer.” King David was a warrior
when he wrote this, This was the man

who had killed the giant Goliath armed
only with faith, a prayer and a few
small rocks.

The Apostle Paul says in Acts
20:18-19, “I have been with you at all
scason . . . serving the Lord with all
humility of mind [willing to learn] and
with many tears . . . 7 Sometimes
people forget that God wants to hear
real feelings, and thoughts. God tells
us not to pray in chants or in “vain
repetition as the heathens [people who
don’t know the Lord] do.”

When people get baptized, it is
only after they have repented {been
sorry for) the things that they have
done wrong. God does not tell them to
give Him money or pay to become one
of His followers. He tells them to
come truthfully to Him with a broken
heart and contrite (sorry) spirit. Then
God can begin teaching them all about
His power and ways of doing things.

Scientists in the world today have
done some very interesting studies
about what is in a tear. They have
discovered that there are chemicals in a
tear and that it is good for our bodies
to get them out. A nurse I know who
works at Hospice, a gentle place where
people go to get help with dying, told
me that there are also other tears.
Sometimes our bodies cry very bitter
tears that almost burn the skin.

These are the tears that our bodies
usually produce when people we need
and love pass on . . . tears of grief.

So, do not fear your tears. The
Lord, who created your body in His
own image, created your ability to feel
emotions from joy to sorrow. He finds
tears acceptable and even necessary as
a way of communicating with Him.
Pray, be honest with the Lord over why

your heart is aching and trust in Him,
He cares for you. Then you can say,
as King David also says in Psalms
116:8, “For thou [the Lord] hast
delivered my soul from death, mine
eyes from tears, and my feet from
falling. I will walk before the Lord in

the land of the living.”

With care,

Your friend, Sister Jan
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In Love With
The Church of
Jesus Christ

By Sister Mandy Griffith

“That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and
height; and to know the love of Christ,
which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with ail the fulness of
God” (Ephesians 3:17-19).

The servants of the Lord ex-
pressed this theme of Christ’s love as
they gathered for GMBA Conference
on November 13-14, 1999 in Greens-
‘burg, PA. The GMBA ended the 20th
century by thanking and praising God
for calling us into His glorious Church,
and we welcome the new millennium
with a greater excitement and desire to
work for the Lord. We have fallen in
love with The Church of Jesus Christ,
and serving God is the story of our
lives. “We’ve a story to tell to the
nations . . . ”

Saturday morning, Brother Isaac
J. Smith opened the meeting speaking
from Matthew where Jesus and His
disciples were in the garden of Geth-
semane. The Lord was very burdened
with the trial He was about to embark
on, and He asked His disciples to stay
in the garden and pray with Him.
Unfortunately, they fell asleep, and
Jesus was all alone. Christ had to bear
the weight of His burden all alone;
however, we will never be alone in our
lives. Jesus promised to never leave us
nor forsake us. He is always by our
side; a friend in time of need.

Throughout the day, various
‘brothers and sisters testified of experi-
ences where God intervened in times of
trial, keeping His promise to hold our
band and stay by our side. The Lord
saw Brother John Azzinaro through

cancer and renewed his strength. He
removed pain from Brother Nick
Rutledge through an anointing. He
healed Erika Rooney, a young child
previously diagnosed with a fatal
genetic disease. Brother Dave Lovalvo
thanked God for blessing his children
who were born with premature compli-
cations and are now healthy children.
These are living testimonies of Christ’s
great love for us.. Brother Peter
Scolaro offered a special prayer for all
the sick and afflicted, knowing that
God is the Great Physician who
answers prayers.

That evening, we opened with the
hymn, Never Alone. Brother Tom
Liberto, Jr. followed the theme of the
day and spoke from the Book of Enos.
He said, “We have to be concerned for
the welfare of our souls. If you feel
like you are struggling like Enos, and
you feel you are all alone in the woods
of life, turn to Jesus. He is there and
He offers us salvation.” We can gain
strength as Enos remembered the
testimony of his father and sought out
the Lord.

Brothers Bruce Picciuto, Patrick
Monaghan, and Jason Monaghan sang,
Alone, and Brother Chuck Jumper
continued the message saying, “Christ
had to walk alone, but He paid it all
when He died to ensure we would
never have to walk alone.” In life, we
are intimidated by the atmosphere and
environment around us, but if Jesus
goes with us, we can go anywhere. We
can overcome this world through
Christ. God told Enos, “Thy sins are
forgiven thee,” and we can have that
same redemption if we walk and talk
with the Lord. Reach out to Jesus,
take care of your soul, give your life to
the Lord because He gave His life for
you. .

Brother Paul Ciotti followed
speaking of Moses giving his life to
God: “Moses refused to be called the
son of Pharaoh. He had a much higher
calling. He was called to be a son of
the Most High God. Today, we have
been called to this higher calling. We
need to go back to our testimony and
never forget that He has called us by
name to be a member of The Church of
Jesus Christ.” This Church is the
apple of God’s eye. He has never left .

us alone and has said we can do all
things through His strength. We need
to walk worthily, think soberly, live
righteously. The young people came
forward and closed our meeting with
songs of praise. We thanked God for
being with us and anticipated the
Sabbath Day to come.

Sunday morning was opened with
the song, Our Church, led by Brother
Panfilo DiCenzo. As the body of
Christ, we communed with the Lord
and partook of sacrament. We sang,
Holy, Holy, Holy as the bread and
wine were passed, and the Spirit of
God descended so sweetly as we
remembered our Savior and His love.
Then, Brother Dominic Thomas
addressed the saints of God speaking
of Christ’s great love for this Church.
“Serving God is the story of our hves.
The MBA was the chief activity in our
lives as young people. We need to
work while we’re young, with great
strength and passion for God, using all
of our energy and spirit with nothing
left over. One person doesn’t make up
the Church. We work together to keep
the pure, unadulterated Gospel. If we
take anything into the next century, it
should be the spirit of contrition. Have
a broken heart and a contrite spirit and
approach the Lord in sincerity and
simplicity, allowing yourself to sec and

(Continued on Page 11)
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. Pranch and
L. Mission News

Ordination in Vanderbiit,
PA

On Scptember 26, 1999, Sister
Peggy Stroko of the Vanderbilt,
Pennsylvania Branch was ordained a
Deaconess in The Church of Jesus
Christ.

Our meeting was opened in prayer
by Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., who
asked God that we be filled and that
His Spirit be present. It surcly was!

Brother Dominick Rose began our
service stating, “Christ Jesus lives in
our hearts, He is our foundation,”
making refercence to Luke 6:48.

Brother James Link followed,
speaking about building your house on
a solid foundation.

Several other brothers spoke,
following the same theme, building
upon a sure and solid foundation which
i Jesus Christ.

A number of experiences were
rcad and shared with the congregation,
concerning the calling of Sister Peggy
Stroko.

Brother Lawrence King read the
duties of a Deaconess. As Brother
King read these dutics, Sister Stroko
states she listened intently, feeling the
burden that was to be placed on her.
She prayed that she would be worthy
of such a holy office.

Sister Peggy Stroko’s feet were
washed by Sister Susan King. The
Ministry formed a circle and Brother
Robert Nicklow prayed, asking for
God’s guidance and inspiration. His
prayer was that God would inspire one
of the brothers to lay hands upon Sister
Stroko’s head and perform the ordina-
tion into the office of Deaconess.

Brother Thomas Stroko, Sister
Peggy’s husband, was touched by the
Spirit of God and laid his hands upon
her head. He prayed, asking the Lord
to give Sister Stroko strength and help,
to assist her through any burdens and
give her many times of joy in the office
of Deaconess.

The brothers and sisters grected

Sister Peggy Stroko and extended their
blessings and prayers that God would
lead, guide, direct and use her.

Sister Peggy Stroko was given an
opportunity to bear her testimony. She
shared her experience of being called
into the office of Deaconess and also
shared an experience how she and her
husband, Brother Thomas Stroko met
several years ago. Sister Peggy also
shared her thoughts of other Deacon-
esses In the Vanderbilt Branch; Sisters
Mary Fleming, Ethel Thomas and
Loretta Lowther. Her prayer was that
God would allow her to follow in these
sisters’ footsteps and be used by God
for His honor and glory. Sister Peggy
Stroko closed her testimony by sharing
a few lines from a card which read:

“Lord, grant me the gift of a
gencrous heart that cmbraces each
person I see,

“A heart reaching out in true
kindness and caring to share all the
best that’s in me.

“YLord, grant me the gift of a
bright, happy spirit that joyfully faces
each day,

“A spirit that’s loving and gently
shines through in my actions and each
word I say.

“Lord, grant me the gift of a
wonderful life that fulfills what I’'m
sent here to do,

“A life that is lived in the richness
and beauty of serving and following you.”

God’s Still on His Throne

Blessings have been flowing like
the river seen in Lehi’s wonderful
dream. God is so good and always has
been! Just as we were reminded by
Brother Stephen Osaka (Kenya) at the
World Missionary Conference, God is
the same yesterday, today and forever.

Before seven of us from Mid-
Georgia embarked upon the spiritual
adventure of our lives, we were already
full of spiritual blessings from God’s
handiwork. Several weeks ago, we
were asked to pray for a man that was
only known to us by his name. Henry
Scott was fighting for his own survival
from a second deadly attack of pneu-
monia. He had lost several pounds, -

and was nearing his short life’s end at
a young mid-forties age. As the color
and life was slowly leaving his body, a
clarion call came from Brother Dan
Nowels as Henry was a dear friend he
had tatked with about The Church of
Jesus Christ on several occasions. He
requested the presence of an Elder at
his bedside to be anointed, and he knew
that God’s will would be done, regard-
less of the outcome. Brother Ken
Staley was the next scheduled Elder to
support our mission, so he was blessed
with the duty of going to Henry’s call.
Henry was anointed that Sunday
afternoon after our Church service.
Brother Ken stated that he did not
envision Henry returning from his
downhill slide to death.

The following Wednesday,
Henry’s name was again mentioned to
our Lord in the form of fasting and
prayer. Henry’s condition at this
meeting did not scem to be improving.
Submitting to God’s will, we all left
the meeting with a silent prayer on our
mind in continuance for Henry’s
welfare. A few days went by, and a
Sunday meeting went by with no news
of any recovery.

The following Sunday brought
much rejoicing from the saints as we
learned Henry was showing signs of
recovery. He was gaining a bit of
weight back and was regaining his
natural color. Two weeks later, Henry
was in a meeting with us to give his
testimony to God and the saints that
had submitted his name before our
Father. Henry had gained back all of
his weight to include a few extra
pounds and was weak, but doing very
well.

During that same meeting, we had
the pleasure of seeing Colton Jarrett
Mason blessed. A miracie baby!
Three years before that, the parents,
Don and Kris Mason, not baptized yet,
had asked for prayer because Kris was
diagnosed with endometrial cancer. At
twenty-seven, this was a very difficult
time for her as a woman and wife. The
doctor told her she would never have
children of her own so Kris underwent
an untried method of therapy to get rid
of the cancer. This was not a proven
process and there were no guarantees
with the outcome. She reluctantly
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agreed to pursue this treatment instead
_ of the obvious surgery and at the same
time, asked for prayer from the broth-
ers and sisters, After two years of
prayer and treatments, her biopsies
were coming back negative and they
began planning their family. Kris has
not yet gotten pregnant but they had
both decided to pursue adoption as
well,

While they lived in New York,
they met a woman whose son had a
baby. She was very distraught about
this and she had gained custody of this
child. A year later, her son’s girlfriend
became pregnant again. The woman,
knowing Kris’s penil, asked Kris if she
might be interested in adopting her next
grandchild before they moved back to
Mid-Georgia. This thrilled Kris and
Don so much, They again appcaled for
prayers from the saints. The baby was
due in June sometime but came three
weeks early, by emergency surgery.
Colton Jarrett was born on Mother’s
Day, 1999, At this time, Don, Kris,
Brother Corey and Sister Crystal made
an emergency trip to New York to get
the baby.

The first attempt too secure the
child was unsuccessful as the natural
father had some very distinct problems
with giving up his child for adoption.
After several hours of threats, while
yet in the hospital, the natural mother
decided to keep the baby. At this very
time, one of the members in the Mid-
Georgia Mission had a strong desire to
pray for Kris and Don, because she felt
the matter with the baby was not good.
Of course, we were not about to give
up on this baby, so we continued to
pray. Three wecks later, the natural
father and mother relinquished their
parental rights and requested for Kris
and Don to adopt their second son.

Don and Kris Mason asked us if
we would share this testimony with
you and share a bid of thanks to God
and the saints for the prayers submitted
on their behalf over the past couple of
years. They know they would not have
had the privilege of having Colton
Jarrett blessed were it not for the
mtervention of God. During the
service as Colton Jarrett was being
blessed, Brother Ken Hatch stated that
God spoke these words, “1 give you a

living soul!” We know for certain this
child will be protected by the Father.

We see through this, that our
Eternal Father will give each of us a
reason to be faithful, if we only give
Him the lead in the matter. God 1s
working miracles in our lives every day
and we thank Him for His consider-
ation in these matters. We sincerely
hope you have gained a little strength
from us sharing these testimonies with
you. Remember this always, “God will
not put you where He cannot keep
you.”

May God bless you richly,
Brother Corey and Sister Crystal Morris

Ordination of Brother
Wally Cihomsky in San
Carlos, AZ

By Evangelist Richard Christman

We were blessed by God’s Spirit
on December 12, 1999, at the ordina-
tion of Brother Wally Cihomsky into
the office of Evangelist in The Church
of Jesus Christ. Brother Wally has
been spending half of his time at the
San Carlos Apache Mission and the
remainder at the Phoeniz/Mesa,
Arizona Branch. He has always had a
great love for the Seed of Joseph and
worked with the brothers of the
Atlantic Coast Region for many years
with the various Urban Indian groups.

The Southwest Region members
and visiting brothers and sisters from
California were present at the San
Carlos Mission. Brother David Ciccati
opened the service, using Ephesians,
4th chapter, and John 15. He spoke
regarding the members’ duty to
support the Evangelical Mission of the
Church. The main theme in his sermon
was that we all have evangelical
responsibilities. :

Brother Anthony Piccuito fol-
lowed and related how God directs us
and encourages us as we preach the
Gospel. He related several experiences
regarding God calling people into the
Church in Ohio during his mission
work there, and how it was gratifying

to have God indicate the number of
baptisms He had planned, unbeknown
to all involved.

Brother Harry Smith, Vice
Chairman of the Southwest Region
Quorum of Seventy, spoke regarding
the ordination and conducted that
portion of the service. Brother Dick
Christman washed Brother Wally’s
feet and Brother Larry Watson or-
dained him as onec of the Scventy. The
ordination was followed with a prayer
for the Cihomsky family, and testimo-
nigs were given as well. We enjoyed
several nice hymn sclections from the
San Carlos members and young peo-
ple. Brother Wally expressed himself
and encouraged the congregation. His
sincerity and humility were evident.

Brother Joseph Calabrese gave
some very encouraging concluding
remarks, and we felt God had been
with us that day in the service of our
Lord Jesus Christ. -

A Testimony and
Thank You

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

A thank you to all my dear sisters
and brothers who sent me such beauti-
ful cards and flowers, along with fruit
and prayers.

My daughter, Sister Virginia, and
my son-in-law, Brother Jonathan
Molinatto, were sitting with me in the
hospital during one of my many stays
in the hospital. Brother Jonathan said
to me, “Mom, you are having lots of
prayers being sent to the Lord.” I said,
“Yes, Iknow, buthow canIrepay them?”

Sister Virginia and Brother
Jonathan left. 1 was looking up at the
ceiling in my room. There was a beam
across the ceiling. A stool with a white
cloth appeared with a person sitting on
it. He too, had a white robe on. I did
not see the face, only from the waist
down. And flowing up to the Person
were many fragile white plumes and
feathers. That made me understand
what Brother Jonathan had told me.

To prove it, I am still here, praise the

'_ (Continued on Page 10) -
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A Testimony and Thank You

Continued from Page 9

Lord. I also thank God that I cele-
brated my sixtieth spiritual birthday on
November 12, 1999, My prayer is that
God wiil bless you all. Continue to
remember me in your prayers.

Sister Margaret Iorio

Note of Thanks

I want to acknowledge and ex-
press my thanks for the many prayers
that have been offered during the
illness of my late husband, Brother
John Azzinaro. I also want to say
thank you for the many encouraging
cards and phone calls. We thank the
Lord for your thoughtfulness. May the
Lord watch and protect you all. God
bless you all.

Sister Betty Azzinaro

Notice

World Missionary
Conference Tapes

The tapes of The Church of Jesus
Christ World Missionary Conference
of 1999 are now available. They
include the exhibit hall, presentations,
and meetings.

These tapes vividly capture the
spirit, each missionary work and the
entire week of worship with brothers,
sisters, and friends from around the
world,

There are a total of eight (8)
tapes, each two (2) hours in length.
They are sold in one complete set for
$120.00, which includes shipping and
handling. The tapes can be ordered
through The Church of Jesus Christ
Print House, §282 Boettner Road,
Bridgewater, MI 48115; telephone
734-429-5080. Checks and money
orders are to be made out to The Church
of Jesus Christ Print House. Complete
payment is required prior to shipping.
Profit from this project will be donated
to all missionary fields and works.

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Gehly, Paul, Carolyn
939 Castlegate Circle
Greensburg, PA 15601
724-600-0939

Genaro, Joseph and Carmel
1479 Butterfield Circle
Niles, OH 44446

Genaro, Ronald, Cathy, Jason
1479 Butterfield Circle
Niles, OH 44446

Smith, Harry, Cheryl, Luke, Rachel
442 Woodland Lane

Pinctop, AZ 85935

520-367-2108

Greensburg Branch
Tel. 724-837-1452
Fax 724-837-5490

God’s Mercy

Continued from Page 1

called me instead.

In Debbie’s dream, she found
herself in a grassy area, not knowing
where to go. The next thing she knew,
I was in her dream and the two of us
were walking up a hill together. We
went over the top of the hill and were
in a beautiful area with lots of people
whom she didn’t know. She sat down
on a bench and I stood behind her and
somechow touched her back. She said
that this touch gave her a feeling like
she had never experienced before and
caused her to say, “I never knew it
would feel like this,” and she awoke.
When I heard this dream, it reminded
me of Lehi’s dream in which he tasted
the fruit and claimed it was the sweet-
est he had ever tasted. 1 told Debbie
that I felt her dream was from God and
that she had experienced God’s touch
and should follow up on that so she
could experience His touch for real.

The next Sunday, Debbie was in
Church for the first time in many
years. She came forward to be prayed
for, mentioned her dream and stated
that she was seeking God’s direction
and comfort. During the prayer, Sister
Cindy Bright, who was seated on the

aisle, heard somebody walking down
the aisle and brush past her. Wonder-
ing who was walking around during
the prayer, she opened her eyes but
saw nobody there. At the conclusion
of the prayer, Brother Nick Boruch had
a vision in which he saw Debbie being
ecmbraced by the Lord.

I visited Debbie two nights later
and we taiked for a coupie of hours
about the Lord and His Church,
focusing on the meaning of repentance
and the role of the Holy Ghost in
directing us after baptism, Her mother
had brought her to Church when she
was young so she was familiar with the
basic beliefs of the Church and had no
problem with them. She was clearly
repentant, she wanted to straighten out
her life and she had a definite calling
from God. As far as I was concerned,
the next step was clear.

Brother Phil Arcuri visited our
branch the next Sunday. His sermon
touched on the Holy Ghost and basi-
cally proceeded to address whatever
questions and concerns Debbie had at
that time. As we were about to close
the meeting, Debbie rose to her feet
and asked for her baptism. She was
baptized the following Sunday, Sep-
tember 19, 1999. As I prepared to
baptize her and asked her if she
repented of her sins, she looked me
directly in the eye and replied, “Yes, I
do,” with such conviction that I had to
compose myself before continuing.
Back at the branch, Brother Paul
Benyola confirmed Sister Debbie as a
member of the Church and asked that
the Holy Ghost would direct her all the’
remaining days of her life. None of us
had any idea how few those days were
to be. :
I recetved a phone call from Sister
Debbie about three wecks later, on
Tuesday evening, October 12, Tt was
to be the last time we would speak. A
few minutes after hanging up, she went
for a drive and was the victim of a
fatal car crash. She was pronounced
dead at the scene of the crash. How
fragile life is! How devastating for her
family, losing her at such a young age
(35). How disappointing that we in the
Church didn’t have the chance to get to
know her as a sister,

Yet, what a blessing that God
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. called her into the Church, allowing

her to get baptized and be forgiven of
her sins prior to her death! With her
garment spotless, we can feel assured
that Sister Debbic has gone on to the
Paradise of God. In fact, Brother Nick
Boruch had a vision the next Sunday in
which he saw Sister Debbie wearing a
very happy expression, entering the
Paradise of God. Sister Pat Valenti
had a confirming experience. What a
miracle we have witnessed as God took
asinner, converted her to a saint and took
her to Paradise, all in a few short weeks!

From a personal perspective, this

experience has given me an even
increased appreciation for the magni-
tude of our responsibility as the people
of God. What a difference a few
words can make, or a prayer, or just
being there for somebody. Sister
Debbie’s experiences were related at
her funeral and what a powerful effect
it had on her family and all who were
there. Afierward, strangers actually
asked where the closest branch of our
Church would be to their homes. A
teenage girl told her mother this was
the Church she wanted to get baptized
in. We thank God for His saving grace
and the power He has entrusted with
The Church of Jesus Christ. May we
use this power to bring salvation to the
lost souls of mankind.

Message from the Seventy

Continued from Page 4

exercise his Priesthood calling, he
labored diligently to preach the Gospel
and upheld the faith of The Church of
Jesus Christ. A man small in stature,
he was a spiritual giant. In the final
moments of his life, he gracefully
accepted that God was calling him to
his reward by saying precisely at the
instant the Elder was concluding his
anointing prayer upon him, “Amen. So
let it be.”

As we prepared to make our
return home, we were asked to remind
the Parent Church to remember the
brothers and sisters in that part of the
world and to pray for them so that they
could and would, with God’s help,
remain strong in His service.

Editorial Viewpoint

Continued from Page 5

to store his crops. It was a poor choice,

He lost his lifec and soul that night.
The rich young man could not choose
to sell all that he had, distribute the
proceeds to the poor and then follow
the Lord. He could not give up his
riches. His decision, his choice re-
sulted in not following the Lord. This
is another example of a very poor
choice. It was the wrong choice. Judas
Iscariot chose to betray the Lord. He
paid an awful price. He lost his soul.
He is described in the scripture as the
son of perdition. What a terrible way
to be remembered. Ecclesiastes 7:1
states, “A good name is better than

precious ointment...” A good name can

be associated with good choices, good
decisions which result in a good life.

How many times have you heard
someone testify they wished they had
served the Lord from their youth rather
than later in life? That testimony is
based on the joy which is a result of
their decision to love and serve the
Lord. Itis a testimony that expresses
the blessings one experiences from his
or her decision to cast their lot with
Jesus Christ.

What is your choice? Whom do
you serve? Whom do you want to
serve? The Lord said you cannot serve
God and mammon. It is one or the
other. You cannot have one foot in
and one foot out.

Joshua said, “ . . . choose ye this
day whom ye will serve . . . but as for
me and my house, we will serve the
Lord.” What a wise choice. Make it
yours as well.

MBA Highlights

Continued from Page 7

hear the greatness of God. Be en-
thralled with The Church of Jesus
Christ!” Brother Dominic encouraged
everyone to make the work of the
Church uppermost in our minds. “We
can’t put our own agendas before God.
We need to work just as hard for the
Church as we do for temporal things.
We must turn over a new leaf in this

next century. Let’s be people of purity,
unity, and peace; quiet not contentious,
patient not aggravated, inclined to co-
operate at all times. There is no other
way to bring the ship of Zion forward.
Nothing takes the place of The Church
of Jesus Christ!”

Concluding the service, the young
people came forward and were ad-
dressed by Brother Tom Liberto, Sr.
who encouraged them to prepare
themselves to be used of God. Assist
the Church in bringing others to the
knowledge of Christ. Brother Joe
Calabrese offered a prayer over the
young people and we ended another
beautiful weekend in the house of God.
Praise and glory belongs to Jesus
Christ; the Rock of our Salvation, the
Foundation of our Church, The Church
of Jesus Christ, in which we love.

Baptisms and
Reinstatement

Angela Gioia Ficarra was bap-
tized on September 26, 1999 in Branch
#1, Chesterfield, MI. She was bap-
tized by Brother Mike LaSala and she
was confirmed by Brother Frank
Natoli.

Robert H. Joswiak was baptized .
on September 12, 1999 in the
Fredonia, Pennsylvania Branch. He
was baptized by Brother Paul Ciotti,
Sr., and he was confirmed by Brother
Russell Cadman.

Rebecca Hemmings was baptized
on September 19, 1999 at the Penn-
Mid Atlantic Area MBA Campout.
She was baptized by Brother Arthur H.
Gehly, Sr., and she was confirmed by
Brother Isaac Smith.

Isaac Reyes was baptized on

October 31, 1999 in the Freechold, NJ

Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Joseph Perri and he was confirmed by
Brother Jim Crudup. -

Becky Charlton was reinstated as
a member of The Church of Jesus
Christ in Branch #2, Detroit, MI on
November 14, 1999,

Jennifer Ann Nnadi was baptized
on August 15, 1999 in the Columbus,
Ohio Mission. She was baptized and
confirmed by Brother Alan Metzler.
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Children Blessed

Isaiah William Ridley, son of William Ridley, Jr. and
Angela Ridley, was blessed on April 4, 1999 in the Colum-
bus, Ohio Mission.

Julie Kaeli Briann Cassiday, daughter of Lori
(Champine) and Chris Cassiday was blessed on November
11, 1999 in the Inner City Branch, Detroit, Michigan.

Joseph Danicl Graham, son of Gary and Susan Gra-
ham, was blessed in the Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch on
October 24, 1999,

Elizabeth Sacramento, daughter of Gilberto and Maria
Sacramento, was blessed on December 5, 1999 in the
Frechold, New Jersey Branch.

Gilberto Sacramento, son of Gilberto and Maria
Sacramento, was blessed in the Frechold, New Jersey
Branch on Pecember 5, 1999,

Leslie Sacramento, daughter of Gilberto and Maria
Sacramento, was blessed on December 5, 1999 in the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.

Jacqueline Hernandez, daughter of Rosalba Hernandez,
was blessed in the Freehold, New Jersey Branch on Decem-
ber 5, 1999, . _

Stacy Lynn Michelessi, daughter of Brother Joseph
Michelessi, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on December 19, 1999. - '

+ Tami Nicole Michelessi, daughter of Brother Joseph
Michelessi, was blessed on December 19, 1999 in the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch.

Shannon Marie Michelessi, daughter of Brother Joseph
Michelessi, was blessed on December 19, 1999 in the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch,

Joseph Thomas Micheléssi, son of Brother Joseph
Michelessi, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on December 19, 1999.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Fifticth Plus Anniversary

We wish to express our congratulations to those
celebrating these significant spiritual milestones in their
lives. May God bless you.

Sister Eva Moore of the Imperial, Pennsylvania
Branch, recently celebrated fifty-eight years as a member of
The Church of Jesus Christ.

OBITUARIES

We wish to express our sympathy to those who mourn
the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comfort you.

JOHN AZZINARO

Brother John Azzinaro passed on to his heavenly
reward on December 13, 1999. He was a member of the
Simi Valley, California Branch. Brother John is survived
by his wife, Sister Betty Azzinaro; two sisters, Sisters
Josephine Jasmin and Marie McGuire; two sons, Jobn |
Vincent and Daniel Peter and several grandchildren, nieces
and nephews.

GRACE LaCOMMARE

Sister Grace 1.aCommare, a member of the Modesto,
California Branch, passed on to her heavenly reward on
October 30, 1999. She was an ordained Deaconess in The
Church of Jesus Christ. Sister Grace is survived by her two
sons; Stephen and Joseph; three danghters, Mary Nichols,
Pat Johannsen and Shirley LaCommare; ten grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.

DOROTHY GILBERT

Sister Dorothy Gilbert, a member of the Imperial,
Pennsylvania Branch, passed on to her heavenly reward on
January 5, 2000. She is survived by her sister, Sister
Elizabeth Rosemeier, and many nieces and nephews.

' PALMINA STRACCIA

Sister Palmina Straccia passed on to her heavenly
reward on August 18, 1999. She was a member of Branch
#2, Detroit, Michigan, Sister Palmina was an ordained
Deaconess in The Church of Jesus Christ. She is survived
by two nephews, a niece and their families.
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A Message from India
By Sister Mary Dev

I would like to write how The
Church of Jesus Christ was started in
Avalur, India.

A very good soul, Dr. B. D.
Livingston, who has since passed
away, contacted The Church of Jesus
Christ in 1974. At that time, he did
not get baptized. Because of him, the
Church made an cffort to go to India.
Brother Devanandam was baptized in
the United States in April 1981 and
was ordained an Elder on November
22, 1981. Thus, the work of “The
Church of Jesus Christ” was started
in Thiruniravar. But the will of the

Lord was to build a Church at Ayalur.

In those days and still in these
days, it was very hard to start the
Church. Brother Dev used to cycle
18-20 miles every day. He would
often get home at 1:00 in the mom-
ing. I cannot forget his cycled days.

Brother Dev is a God fearing
man and he believed that you first
seck the Lord. He would kneel daily
and pray for eight hours. Brother
Dev was very particular about the
ospel work. Church came first and
then he would take care of our home.
Really, it 1s the truth! God, the Lord
Jesus has rewarded us with many
wonderful blessings.

Permit me to write about the

wonderful and powerful works done in
India. At the time of the dedication of
our Church in Ayalur, a Hindu
temple, which was ncarby, fell down
and was broken. I felt the power of
God!

I must give testimony about
Brother Joseph Calabrese. I can say
he is quick to answer letters. He is a
very encouraging man, All Church
works are growing just like a light. In
Brother Joe’s last letter that he wrote,
he said, “We pray for you and for
your family always, for God used you
and your family to cstablish His
Church, The Church of Jesus Christ,
in India first.” I wish Brother Joc a
long life of ten thousand years to
guide us. We waited and have seen
the Lord’s power. That is why we
wait, God said.

I can give many testimonics in
ways our Almighty God has helped
us.

In 1984, I was touched by an
angel. An angel touched on my
shoulder and said, “Mary, you must
take baptism.” I obeved! Permit me
to write a line about myself. 1 was a
staunch Lutheran, but by the inspira-
tion of the Lord, I am following the
paths of my husband. Brother Joseph
Calabrese baptized me and my elder
son, Jacob.

1 did not know there were so
many missions, but after being
married, I came to know we had many

missions. I have three children; two
boys, Jacob and David, and onc
daughter, Mercy Shiela. My wish is
that I and my family will serve the
Lord to our last breath.

I must give my testimony about
my son Jacob. When he was a baby,
he got very sick and was about to die.
1 knelt and prayed for his life. 1
prayed, “Lord, if he gets better, let my
son Jacob be your sexton or even a
sweeper in your Church.” Our Lord
was great enough to give him life and 1
prayed that he would be a Gospel
worker. 1 prayed three years for his
ordination. Surely, my Almighty Lord
has ordained him. He has been a
Gospel worker for two years and helps
his dad in Church works.

We needed a Ladies’ Uplift Circle
in India. 1 can never forget the prayer
of Brother Joe Calabrese and Sister
Vicki Calabrese. At first, 1 did not like
it but I used to tell him to pray. I hope
that prayer brings victory. With
praycr, all is gain, without praycr, all
is vain!

The Lord Jesus heard our praycr.
On December 1, 19835, the first Ladies’
Uplift Circle began with ten sisters.
We mect the first Sunday of cach
month, We have very prayerful sisters.
I send our report to our President on
the 5th of every month. In 1986, 1
prayed one night and an angel came to

(Continued on Page 10)



2 April, 2000

ne CN

Ephraim and Manasseh

By Apostle Joseph Lovalvo
PART I

Great and mighty are the ways of the
Lord! There is none like unto the God
of Israel, who rideth the sky in His
excellency, extending His great
mercies and love to the human race
from generation to generation, giving
knowledge, wisdom and understand-
ing to everyone who has come to Him
with a broken heart and-a contritc .
spirit.

Apostie Joseph Lovalvo

There have been many doubts
about Ephraim, the son of Joseph,
who was the son of Jacob, concerning
how he came to this land and where he
15 today.

Referring to Genesis 49:22,

“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a
fruitful bough by a well; whose
branches run over the wall.” These
“branches” that went over the wall or
the great sea, are none other than the
descendants of Joscph, Ephraim and
Manasseh. If Ephraim and Manasseh
went over the wall or the great sea, let
us find out where they went and how
they got there. :

Genesis 49:26 reads, “The
blessings of thy father have prevailed
above the blessings of my progenitors
and unto the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills: they shall be on the
head of Joseph, and on the crown of
the head of him that was separate
from his brethren.”

In Deuteronomy 33:13-17,
Moses blesses the Twelve Tribes of
Israel, “And of Joscph he said,
Blessed of the Lord be his land, for
the precious things of heaven, for the
dew, and for the deep that coucheth
beneath, And for the precious fruits
brought forth by the sun, and for the
precious things brought forth by the
moon, And for the chief things of the
ancient mountains, and for the pre-
cious things of the lasting hills, And
for the precious things of the earth
and fulness thercof, and for the good
will of him that dwelt in the bush: let
the blessing come upon the head of
Joseph and upon the top of the head
of him that was separated from his
brethren. His glory is like the firstling
of his bullock and his horns are like
the horns of unicomns, with them he
shall push the people together to the
ends of the earth: and they are the ten
thousands of Ephraim and they are
the thousands of Manasseh.”

From the prophecies and bless-
ings upon Joseph by Jacob and Moses,

- we gather that Joseph was to receive a

land over and above and beyond the ¢

- land that was given to Ephraim and

Manasseh in the land of Canaan. Both

* Jacob and Moses declared that this
" land would be a biessed land and that

it would be gloriously fruitful. The

' Book of Mormon (Ether 13:2) defi-

nitely states that this land should be a
blessed land above all other lands, a
chosen land of the Lord. Genesis
49:25, “ .. . who shall bless thee with
blessings of heaven above, blessings
of the deep that licth under, blessings
of the breasts, and of the womb: The
blessings of thy father have prevailed
above the blessings of my progenitors
unto the utmost bounds of the ever-
lasting hills.” Moses declared,
“Blessed of the Lord be his land, the
precious things of heaven.” Again we
see that Joseph would receive spiritual
blessings from heaven. His descen-
dants would have the glory, power and
oracles of God entrusted to them and
now he said, “and for the precious
fruits brought forth by the sun and for
the precious things brought forth by {
the moon and the chief things of the
ancient mountains and for the precious
things of the lasting hills.” There
were other prophets beside Jacob, who
prophesied that the descendants of
Israel would go over the sea. Isaiah
16:8 states, “For the fields of Heshbon
languish and the vine of Sibman: the
lords of the heathen have broken down
the principal plants thereof, they are
come even unto Jazer, they wandered
through the wilderness; her branches
are stretched out, they are gone over
the sea.” Also, read Jeremiah 48:32,
“Q vine of Sibmah, I will seep for thee
with the weeping of Jazer: thy plants
are gone over the sea, they reach even
to the sea of Jazer; the spoiler is fallen
upon thy summer fruits and upon thy
vintage.”

Jacob was not alone in his
inspired prophecy that Joseph’s
descendants or branches would go
over the wall or over the sea. Isaiah
and Jeremiah also declared thata
remnant of Israel would go over the
sea. It has been established that
Joseph would be given a land, and that
his posterity would go over the sea to
that land that God would give
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Ephraim and Manasseh as a land of
“their inheritance.

Let us search the scriptures a
little further. In Genesis 48th chapter,
Jacob declares that Ephraim and
Manasseh were his, even as Reuben
and Simeon were his. Jacob adopted
these two boys and catled upon the
angel which had redeemed him from
all evil to bless Ephraim and
Manasseh., “ ... let my name be
named on them, and let them grow
into a multitude in the midst of the
carth.” When the Prophet Jacob made
this declaration he was in Egypt, but
if one stands where the prophet was
and travels eastward or westward, one
would come to the midst of the earth,
the North and South American
Continent.,

Before the nation of Judah was
taken into captivity by the Babylonian
Empire under King Nebuchadnezzar,
the Prophet Jeremiah spoke to the
inhabitants of Hazor, which was a
possession of Israel and occupicd by
them saying: “Flee, get you far off,
dwell deep, O ye inhabitants of Hazor,
saith the Lord; for Nebuchadnezzar
King of Babylon hath taken counsel
against you, and hath conceived a
purpose against you. Arise, get you
up unto the wealthy nation, that
dwelleth without care, saith the Lord,
which have neither gates nor bars,
which dwell alone” (Jeremiah 49:30-
31).

At the time that Jeremiah spoke,
this prophecy could not be directed to
any other land upon the face of the
earth, except the North and South
American continents, which dwelt
without concern or care, requiring no
fortifications, no gates and no bars. It
was isolated, alone and lay afar off.

In Isatah 18th chapter, Ist verse,
the prophet describes a land shadow-
ing with wings, which is beyond the
rivers of Ethiopia. Taking our place
at Jerusalem where the prophet stood
when making this declaration and
looking beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,
*he Nile, and its wonderful tributaries

‘which lay west of Jerusalem, the first
and only and beyond is the North and
South American continent which is
stretched out like two great wings. In
the mouth of Jacob, Isaiah, and

Jeremiah the truth is agin cstablished.
The land which God gave Ephraim
and Manasseh is the North and South
American continent with the Atlantic
Ocean on one side and the Pacific
Ocean on the other which fulfills the
words of the great prophet Nephi. He
said, “We have been driven out of the
land of our inheritance, but we have
been led to a better land, that the Lord
has made the sea our path and we are
upen an isle of the sea.” Again,
Genesis 48:17-20, when Joseph saw
that his father laid his right hand upon
the head of Ephraim, it displeased him
and he held up his father’s hand, to
remove it from Ephraim’s head unto
Manasseh’s head: “And Joseph said
unto his father, not so, my father; for
this is the firstborn; put thy right hand
upon his head. And his father re-
fused, and said, 1 know it, my son, I
know it: he also shall become a people,
and he also shall be great: but truly
his younger brother shall be greater
than he, and his seed shall become a
multitude of nations. And he blessed
them that day, saying, In thee shall
Israel bless, saying, God make thee as
Ephraim and as Manasseh; and he set
Ephraim beforc Manassch.”
According to this prophecy,
Ephraim and Manasseh would become
inseparable. They would grow into a
multitude in this great and promised
land and Ephraim would become a
multitude of nations. God gave this
glorious land to Joseph in fulfillment
of the words of Moses: “ ... they are
the ten thousands of Ephraim and they
are the thousands of Manassch” {Deu-
teronomy 33:17). Nowhere else but in
America could this happen. Columbus
found a multitude of nations (Indians)
living on this land. An estimated two
thousand dialects were spoken by them.
Again, the fact must be reiter-
ated, that Ephraim and Manasseh
would never be separated, but would
dwell together in the land that God
gave to their father Joseph, When
God commanded Lehi to take his
family and the records that were in
Jerusalem and leave that city because
of the impending destruction that was
going to take place by the hand of the
Babylonian Empire, he invited a man
by the name of Ishmael to go with him

on this expedition. Ishmael was
persuaded and along with his family
conscnted to go with Lehi. They also
took with them another man by the
name of Zoram, the servant of Laban.
It is recorded in the Book of Mormon
that Lehi and his family were direct
descendants of Manasseh. But, there
is no record of the gencalogy of
Zoram.

In reading from Discourse by
Apostle Erastus Snow at Logan,
Utah, May 6, 1882; (sec Journal of
Discourses volume 23, p.p. 184, [85)
it states, “The Prophet Joseph in-
formed us that the record of Lehi was
contained on the one hundred and
sixteen pages that were first translated
and subsequently stolen and of which
an abridgment is given us in the First
Book of Nephi, which is the record of
Nephi, individually, he himself being
of the lineage of Manasseh, but that
Ishmael was of the lincage of Ephraim.”

Another expedition was made
during the time that Zedekiah, King of
Judah, was carried away captive into
Babylon. The Book of Omni, the
16th to 18th verses states, “And they
journeyed in the wilderness, and were
brought by the hand of the Lord
across the great waters, into the land
where Mosiah discovered them; and
they had dwelt there from that time
forth. And at the time that Mosiah
discovered them, they had become
exceeding numcrous, Nevertheless,
they had had many wars and serious
contentions, and had fallen by the
sword from time to time; and their
language had become corrupted; and
they had brought no records with
them; and they denicd the being of
their Creator; and Mosiah, nor the
people of Mosiah, could understand
them. But it came to pass that
Mosiah caused that they should be
taught in his language. And it came
to pass that afler they were taught in
the language of Mosiah, Zarahemla
gave a genecalogy of his fathers,
according to his memory; and they are
written, but not in these plates.” Now,
there is a record of several persons,
namely Ishmael, Zoram, and Zara-
hemla, brought to this promised land

(Continued on Page 10)
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A message
% from the

Seventy

Missionary Committees Meet in February

By Carl J. Frammolino, Evangelist Fditor

Two major missionary commit-
tees of The Church of Jesus Christ, the
Americas Missionary Operating
Committee and the Foreign Missionary
Operating Committee, met during
February. The AMOC asscmbled at
the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch on
Friday and Saturday, February 4 and
5, and the FMOC convened at the
Liberty Branch in Warren, Ohio on Fri-
day and Saturday, February 18 and 19.

The scope of the work being done
was reviewed, and plans were made for
the future. These included trips and
budgetary requirements. The various
subcommittees and coordinators for
cach of the countries in which mission-
ary cfforts are being expended pre-
sented reports and valuable insights
about the locations under their charge.

PRAYER SERVICES

A prayer service was conducted at
cach of the gatherings to thank God for
His direction, His preparation of the
souls in the diffcrent fields, and to seek
His favor in the future. The ways in
which the Lord has been dealing with
individuals in placcs where bascs are
cstablished or are being explored were
rclated and experiences received in the
ficlds were cited, which brought many
blessings into the meetings. The
dreams and visions given to the sincere
in heart, somctimes even before they
met the Church, were edifying. It was ne-
cessary on occasion during the sessions,
as the Spirit prompted, to stop and
praise Ged for His love and kindness.

Committee presentations included
the spiritual condition, status, poten-
tial, goals, and additional assistance
needed in the particular fields. The
audio and video portions depicted the
actual places vividly. Baptisms and
other ordinances pointed out the
universal joy received in serving the
Lord.

The touching testimonies.of com-
mittee members reflected the direction,
determination, and foresight being
employced to further the Lord’s work.
Through their personal experiences,
they disclosed how their lives have
been affected by what has transpired in
their working for the ficlds. Some of
them stated that they had no idea they
would be working in and for a certain
country and location but that God had
instilled the desire within them to do so
and they were blessed. Anyone who
has been active in any outreach
activities can identify with this kind of
fulfillment.

AUXILIARY UNITS

The help of the Church’s auxil-
iary units was also spccificd, as the
General Missionary Benevolent
Association and member locals, the
General Ladies” Circle and member
circles, and the Sunday Schools have
been very supportive of the missionary
efforts. These groups have been
faithful with their prayers and contri-
butions.

The importance of the Missionary
Foundation Committee of The Church

of Jesus Christ was also emphasized.
The foundation is devoted to raising ¢
funds for the missionary efforts of the
Church.

In formulating budgets for the
future, specific goals which must be
met were highlighted. These, of
course, include the fixed goals and
additional requirements which are
necessary to operate properly. In some
countries, humanitarian ¢fforts are
required for the good of the people.
What could be achieved if more finan-
cial support were received was also
considered. Importantly, more human
resources were also documented as
being necessary to expand further as
direction from God is received.

COMMUNICATION FLOWS

Communication flows and inter-
nal and external methods of getting the
good news out were also discussed.
There is much to be reported but time
and space limitations make it difficult
to communicate effectively, as is true
in just about any disseminating func- !
tion, The realization is that the
brothers and sisters are interested in
knowing what is going on, as they have
undoubtedly prayed and offered
support for the missionary work, and
want to be informed, accordingly.
Accelerating the process would be
greatly appreciated therefore. The
Gospel News and the Missionary
Foundation Newslelter are the main
Church organs which are used to *get
the word out.” Utilization of techno-
logical advancements was also probed.

Among new nitiatives discussed
was the enlisting of additional workers

(Continued on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint

How do people know you are a member of The Church of Jesus Christ? Is it because they sce
you going to Church? Is it because you have told your neighbors that you attend The Church
of Jesus Christ? There is one way described by the Lord that conveys to the entire world that
you are a disciple and member of The Church of Jesus Christ.

You will find the method of recognition depicted by the Lord in John 13:34-35 which states, “A
new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to

another.”

Please notice that Jesus Christ commanded that we love one another. This 1s not an option. It
is a requirement for Him to extend salvation to you. He said on another occasion, “This is my
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.” Christ continues this theme of
love by expressing, “Greater love hath no man than he lay down his life for his friends. Yeare
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”

Jesus Christ set the supreme example by sacrificing his life for mankind. He gave His life for
His fricnds. He gave His life for the entire world that if they would obey His commandments,
which include faith, repentance, baptism and reception of the Holy Ghost, they would reap an
eternal reward in the heavenly kingdom of God and Jesus Christ. These are just a fow of His
commandments. There are many others, but bear in mind that He told Nicodemus. that unless
a man is born of the water and of the spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven. In fact,
the Lord told Nicodemus that without this new birth, a person will not even see heaven!

Love is the true test of a disciple of the Lord. It is the true test of a son and daughtcr of Jesus
Christ. It is the true test of a brother and sister in Christ Jesus. :

Onc way we show our love to God and for God is through brotherly love. How can a person
say he or she loves God and hates his brother? 1fa person says he loves God and hates his brother,
he is a liar. This is scripture! These are the words of the Lord Himself. It is also asked in
scripture how can a man love God who he has not seen and not love his brother whom he has
seen? It simply is not possible to love God and hate or despise your brother. You must remember,
if you call your brother a fool, you are in danger of losing your soul.

The entire law hinges on the love of God. Jesus Christ tells us we must love God above all and
we must love our ncighbors as we love ourselves. He goes on to say we must love our enemies.
We must do good to those who despitefully use us for their gain or gratification. We have to
possess the love of God to obtaina level of righteousness that conveys a saint of God. This means
we must love all men and women, regardless of their state or condition. We arc not to love the
sin. We must love the sinner. The Lord loved all. His examplics of forgiveness are based on
His love for mankind. He forgave the adulterous woman. He forgave the woman at the well.
He forgave Alma, the son of Alma. He forgave the sons of Mosiah. Ask yoursclf, could you
have washed the feet of Judas Iscariot, knowing that he was your enemy and would betray you?
Have you ever tried to imagine the Lord bending to his knees, towel in hand, the feet of Judas
Iscariot in His hands and Him washing the feet of the man who has come to be known as the son
of perdmon? This is the kind of love the Lord wants us to possess and exhlblt towards our fellow
man. This is known as Love Divine, All Love Excelling!

One of the Lord’s Apostles, John, is known as the Apostle of love. He tells us in his writings
that we know that we have passed from death into a life with Jesus Christ because we love or
loved the brethren. Those that do not love their brother or sister abide in death! Those who do
not love the Lord, do not love their enemies, their neighbors, their brethren, those that despisc
you, are in a sad spiritual state.

{Continued on Page 11)
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

“Too Small to Fight”

Dear Girls and Boys,

When Solomoen was king, he
gradually disappointed God, and led
his nation astray. As an old man, he
let one of his new young wives talk him
into building a temple for the statues of
her false gods.

Soon a great many of the people
began to serve all sorts of idols. They
built temples and statucs, and planted
groves of trees in high places in the
hills to worship. They forgot the good:
laws of God, and forgot His promises
made to them, His chosen people.

When Solomon died and new
kings came to power, the nation con-
tinued to serve their idols, Many wars
broke out among these people and their
neighboring countries.

Finally, a king named Asa was
born who chose to lead his people back
to God. Asa took away the altars of
the strange gods, the high places, broke
down the idols, and cut down the
groves. He even removed his own
mother from being queen and leader
because she made an idol in a grove to
worship.

Thirty years Asa ruled and
struggled with his people to serve the
ong, true, living God. When he died,
his son, Jehoshaphat, also chose to
follow the commandments of God, and
walk in his father’s footsteps.

Therefore, God blessed this young
king richly. The fear of the Lord fell
upon all the kingdoms of the lands that
were round about Judah, so that they
made no war against Jehoshaphat.
They brought him gifts so he would not
be their enemy. Some of the Philistines
brought him silver, and the Arabians

brought him thousands of rams and
goats. King Jehoshaphat’s kingdom
grew richer and more important,

Still, he never forgot what was
more important than gold and silver—
God’s love. King Jchoshaphat sent
Levite priests throughout the land to
teach the faws of God to all the people.
He built up the cities and set honest
judges up to rule the people.

Again the Israclite people began
to flourish, and word of God’s rich
blessings on this people traveled

Jehoshaphat feared and set himself to
seck the Lord. A fast throughoutalt -
the land was planned. No onc ate or
drank; all of Judah, the mothers,
children, and fathers stood before the
Lord and prayed for their lives.

King Jehoshaphat stood in the
congregation and said to God, “O
Lord, we have no might against this
great company which is coming against
us. We don’t know what to do, but our
cyes are upon You.” They trusted in
God to save them, and He spoke to
them by sending His Spirit to one of
the Levite priests.

The Lord told them, “Be not
afraid or dismayed by this great
multitude of enemies that are coming
upon you, for this battle is not yours
but is the Lord’s.”

He told them tomorrow they

{Continued on Page 11)
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Baptism in Forest Hills, FL

By Brother Dan Risola

“Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto
your souls. For my yoke is ¢asy, and
my burden is light” (Matthew 11:29-
30).

A burden was truly lifted on
August 29, 1999, as Nick Zinzi, Jr.,
gave his life to Jesus Christ. Brother
Nick has progressive multiple sclerosis
and has been in a wheelchair for more
than ten years, Throughout the years
of fighting this disease, his wife left
him and his two sons rarely communi-
cate with him. The discasc has pro-
gressed to the point where he is basically
a quadriplegic. He certainly has not
had an easy road; however, he always
carrics a smile on his face and offers
this advice to anyone who 1s contem-
plating baptism: “If there is a will,
there is a way.”

The saints truly rejoiced as
Brother Nick was carried in his wheel-
chair into the water by Brothers John
Griffith, Milford Eutscy, Jr., Sam
Risola, Jr., and Jim Speck. Brother
John Griffith baptized Brother Nick
and Brother Jim Speck confirmed him.
Because of his condition, he was
confirmed and given sacrament at the
water’s edge instead of going back to
the branch. Afterwards, we congre-
gated at the branch for our regular
service and to give thanks to God for
the wonderful miracle that we witnessed.
We began our meceting by hearing a
song by Sisters Linda Benyola and
Christina Benyola entitled, Living for
Jesus. Then, the Ministry related an
experience that Brother Nick had while
he was in the hospital with pneumonia;

“Thursday night, August 19,
1999, I was in the hospital, I was in
and out of consciousness. While in an
unconscious state, I had an experience.
There were two robes, one black on the
right and one white on the left, cach

pulling my arms. The black one was
putling me down with much force, but
the white one was pulling me up. The
white robe eventually won! While
being unconscious, and then back into
consciousness, I knew the black robe
was Satan trying to take me. Friday,
August 27, 1999, I awoke crying. My
mom, Sister Pearl Zinzi, came in and
asked me what I wanted for breakfast,
then asked why 1 was crying. She
thought something was wrong with my
health. I told her I wanted to get
baptized and to call Brother John
Griffith to get the elders together to se¢
how it could be done. She asked what

Brothers Sam Risola Jr., Nick Zinzi
Jr., John Griffith, Milford Eutsey Jr.,
and Jim Speck.

brought this on? I told her I had a
revelation. God came and told me to
let it go, let it go, let it go, God will
take care of everything.”

While the Elders were praying for
Brother Nick on Friday night, August
20, 1999, the gift of tongues was given
with the interpretation, “Thus saith the
Lord, I am with you.” Sister Lorraine
Rose also had an experience relating to
s calling: :

“After hearing from Sister Pearl
about Nick going to the hospital, I
prayed ever so hard for God to give
Nick the strength to overcome what-

ever he was going through. He had
been on my mind quite often during the
past month and each time, the thought
of baptism would come to my mind. In
the course of my praying, I just asked
God if this was his time to be baptized,
just let him open his heart to hear his
call. I didn’t understand why I had this
thought. When Nick and Sister Pearl
told me of Nick’s revelation, 1 was able
to relate to why he was on my mind. 1
thank God He is always there for us.”

The members of the Forest Hills,
Florida Branch thank God that another
soul was brought to Jesus Christ. Con-
tinue to remember us in your prayers
as we seck to bring more to Him in this
part of the vineyard.

Baptisms in Branch #2,
Detroit, Mi

By Sister Carolynn O’Connor

The Lord has continued to bless
Branch #2 in Dectroit, Michigan with
growth. Recently, this growth has
come in the form of three new mem-
bers.

There arc many similaritics
between these new converts. They are
all three young womcn, still in high
school. They were raised in The
Church of Jesus Christ by loving and
devoted parents. Each of them also felt
their calling at a campout or confer-
ence. Two of them are sisters and ali
three of them are friends. 1 would like
to share their testimonies with you.,

Sister Karen Henderson was
baptized on July 4, 1999, She felt the
Lord’s calling while at the World
Missionary Conference in Kankakee,
Illinois. Sister Karen writcs, “We
were gathered owtside the main audito-
rium one gvening singing and praying.
I asked for praycr and Brother Ken
Lombardo anointed me. While he was
praying, I too was praying that it was
my time to make a commitment to
God.

“After prayer, we sang a song in
Spanish. Iknew that the song was for
me even though 1 do not speak Spanish

{Continued on Page 8)
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Baptisms in Branch #2

Continued from Page 7

and I had to ask Sister Alma Palacios
to explain the words to me. She said
the words meant, ‘Decide, decide, the
door is open, the time is now.” When
the song was finished, 1 asked for my
baptism. 1 shared my testimony with
the group and we closed in prayer
while holding hands and forming the
shape of a heart.”

Sister Karen was baptized at the
Muncey, Ontario, Canada Mission
while visiting with a group of young
people. She was baptized by her
father, Brother Larry Henderson and
confirmed by Brother Leonard A,
Lovalvo,

Sister Laura Lambert writes, “I
was baptized on July 7, 1999, by
Brother Leonard A, Lovalvo and con-
firmed by Brother Dan Parravano. I
asked for my baptism at the World
Missionary Conference. My prayer for
a few years has been to hear the song,
For Those Tears I Died, when it was
my time. - During the conference on
Wednesday night at the youth meeting,
the brother that was leading the singing
called hymn #1135 in our songbooks
and my heart started to pound. When I
looked at the song, it was For Those
Tears I Died. 1 could not stop crying
through the whole meeting. I could
feel the Spirit of God within me.

“After the meeting, 1 asked for
prayer and then went to my room and
asked God for another sign. The next
day in chapel, we again sang the song
and I knew that the Lord was calling
me. [ thank God for giving me this
blessing and I thank Him for His won-
derful Church.”

Sister Christine Henderson was
baptized on September 24, 1999, by
her father Brother Larry Henderson
and confirmed by Brother Leonard A.
Lovalvo. She writes, “I was at the
Penn-Mid Atlantic Campout in Penn-
sylvania in September when I asked for
my baptism. During the meeting on
Saturday night, the young people were
asked to come up front and sing and
give their testimonies. By the time we
were about to sit down, many were
crying, including mysclf. Iknew that]
wanted to be anointed for direction but

as soon as the meeting ended, I went in
the opposite direction of the pulpit, 1
found my older sister, Karen, and told
her that T wanted to be prayed for. She
took my hand and we went to the front
of the room. As soon as Brother Pete
Giannetti lifted his hands from my
head, I knew instantly that it was my
time.”

Pleasc pray for these three young
sisters. They have a full life ahead of
them with many choices. They are the
future of our Branch. Please ask God
to keep them close and share with them
His Spirit and many gifts.

Souls Dedicated in Mid-
Georgia

By Brother Corey Morris

Our recently baptized Sister Olive
Polly had told her gentleman admirer,
“All I want is a man who will serve
God with me.” That kind of spiritual
persistence, coupled with a fot of
prayer, ultimately culminated in the
wedding union of Sister Olive and her
admirer, Mr. John (Bebe) Thompson.
But the truth be known, when Brother
Bebe made his wishes known that he
wanted to be baptized, the Priesthood

asked him to explain why he wanted to
be baptized. With Sister Polly at his
side, he simply replied, "No offense to
her, but whether she agrees to marry
me or not, | want God to forgive me of
all of my sin.” So with that response,
on Saturday, August 28, 1999, Brother
Bebe made a commitment to Sister
Olive, and on Sunday, August 29, 1999,
he made a commitment to the Lord!

Singing to the glory of God seems
to be the Mid-Georgia Mission’s
favorite thing to do. So after the
wedding, with many of the bride and
groom’s familics still present, the
saints gathered around the piano and
began to sing praises to God. We
ended our scason of singing with
prayer, thanking God for the beautiful
day and asking Him for an outpouring
of His Spirit on the morrow.

The next morning brought a
special excitement as we started the
day at the water’s edge. What a
beautiful morning it was, with a light
breeze and a mild 75 degree tempera-
ture. With the water glistening in the
background, Brother Ken Staley asked
Brother Bebe, “Do you repent of all of
your sin?” After his affirmative
response, Brother Bebe was then
asked, “Do you promise to serve God
to the best of your ability all the
remaining days of your life?” Mo-

Brother Ken Staley baptizing
Brother John (Bebe) Thompson.

Brother Ken Staley baptizing
Brother Daniel Nowels.
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ments later, as Brother Ken slowly

"~ lowered Brother Bebe into the waters
‘of regeneration, it scemed that even the
air stopped moving to pay reverence to
this most awesome act of submission.
After the baptism, the elders held off
closing the service at the water because
a beautiful spirit of repentance pre-
vailed. When asked, “Is there anyone
else who wishes to surrender his life to
Jesus Christ today,” Daniel Nowels,
son of Brother Rusty and Sister Kecna
Nowels (who were both baptized
earlier in the year) and grandson of
Sister Ruth Morris, exclaimed, “I too
want to be baptized.” Brother Ken
also baptized Brother Daniel. After
returning to the church building later
that morning, Brother Bebe was
confirmed by Brother Maicolm Paxon
and Brother Daniel was confirmed by
Brother Ken Staley.

We thank God for a beautiful and
wonderful day in His service. Please
remember the Mid-Georgia Mission in
your prayers.

A Miracle

By Sister Mary Tamburrino

I want to thank God that I am a
member of The Church of Jesus Christ.
Recently, I went through a test and the
doctor diagnosed me as having a
bleeding ulcer. Afier going through
further tests, the ulcer was found to be
cancerous. [ spent eight days in one
hospital and nine days in another. 1
had all the tests they could give me. I
was not given any food or water for six
days and I did not miss it at all. 1
know the Lord helped me through this
ordeal. He heard and answered your
prayers.

The doctor decided to operate on
me and they were going to remove my
stomach, spleen and part of my liver,
but they decided to do an exploratory
surgery first. When I awoke in the
recovery room at 3:00 p.m., I was
-disappointed that they had not done
- anything. A few days later, one of the
doctors visited me and said the hole I
had in my stomach was healed and
sealed! Ididn’t pay too much attention
to him. Instead, I began to question the

Lord about my condition. Later, the
surgeon came to visit me and he said,
“You know, the Lord did not let me do
what I wanted to do to you, the hole
you had in your stomach is healed!”
Immediately it came to me. Thisisa
miracle! The Lord answered our
prayers. I began to call my family and
tefl them the good news. This is all
due to your prayers, such love!

I’m going through chemotherapy
and eating regular food and doing fine.
Thank you for your cards, but most of
all, for your prayers. I will surely pray
for all of you.

Surrendering to Christ

By Sister Diana Stigleman

For several consecutive Sunday’s,
at the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch,
our elders knew God was calling
someone to become a member of His
spiritual family. Yet the call went
unclaimed.

On Sunday, November 14, 1999,
while Brother Gary Coppa was reading
the weekly announcements, a voice
spoke to my mind. It very quietly said,
“Don’t put your pen away. Keep
taking notes, there’s going tobe a
baptism today.”

God chose Brother Richard
Loffredo to be our first speaker of the
day. His sermon covered the inter-
twined lives of King Hezckiah and the
prophet, Isaiah. He explained how
Hezekiah never made a decision
without praying to the Eternal Father.
When this did not seem sufficient, he
sent for the Prophet Isaiah to call upon
God for an answer. Still, in spite of all
the faithfulness throughout the years,
in the latter portion of his life, King
Hezckiah allowed false gods to be
worshiped in the land. It was a tough
reminder for us to be ready and
prayerful at all times.

Brother Gary Coppa, sceing this
important message, asked an equally
important question. He approached the
question by declaring that there are
many people worried about the year
2000 problem. They have been storing
and saving supplies for the possible
disaster ahead. Then came the bottom

line. Brother Gary asked, “Are you
spiritually Y2K compliant?” He
wanted to know if we were ready to
meet our Maker!

Brother Gary Coppa had a desire
to leave our meeting open for testi-
mony, rather than to pass sacrament
first. About midway into the testimony
meeting, Peter Capone stood on his fect
and called for his baptism. He stated it
had been a long battle for him.

While tears of joy flowed, Sister
Kathy Peshl stood to give her testi-
mony. November 14 was her spiritual
birthday. All during the week, she kept
thinking how nice it would be if
someone would ask for their baptism
on Sunday and they could share their
spiritual birthdays. Throughout the
meeting, Pete Capone kept coming to
mind. Our sister began to pray that God
would give him the strength to ask for
his baptism. When he stood and surren-
dered his life to Christ, our sister thanked
the Lord for helping Pete to break free
from what held him back for so long.

After we had gathered at the
baptismal site, Brother Tim Capone,
Brother Pete’s natural brother, brought
a whole church van filled with our
saints from the Inner City Branch to
witness the baptism and share our joy.
Brother Paul Whitton baptized Peter
Capone into The Church of Jesus
Christ. Back at our Plumbrook
Branch, Brother Tony Gerace laid
hands on him for the reception of the
Holy Ghost.

Brother Gary then allowed
another season of testimony. During
that time, Brother Gary Champing, an
clder from the Inner City Branch,
reminded us that life can be short, and
we need to be ready at all times. With-
out knowing it, our brother reinforced
the Plumbrook Sunday moming
sermon, It’s always amazing to see
how carefully God orchestrates His
messages to man.

Then just before sacrament was
passed, Brother Gary Coppa madc a
heartfelt comment. Brother Gary now
understood why he was given the
desire to have testimonies before
passing sacrament. It was to allow our
new brother to partake with us, After
a very blessed day, our meeting was
closed with prayer.
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DIRECTORY UPDATE

Aliquippa Branch
Tel. 724-378-7397
Fax 724-375-0275

Bodo, Mike, Denise
7104 Lochmoor Dr.
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-487-0592

Calabrese, Joel, Edna

1090 W, 20th Avenue
Apache Junction, AZ 85220
480-671-6296

Cihomsky, Walter, Marie, Steve
8843 E. Avenida Las Noches
Gold Canyon, AZ 85219
480-671-7173

Costarella-Trainor, Joanne
4] La Puerte Del Norte
Fort Pierce, FL. 34951
561-461-4892

DiBattista, John, Caryl

1124 R.F.D. (Robert Parker Coffin) Rd.
Long Grove, IL 60047

Tel. 847-821-9519

Fax 847-821-9520

Knowles-Furnari, Lydia
7720 Crescent Avenue #44
Buena Park, CA 90620
714-827-0615

Owens, Florence

42250 Hayes—Apt. 1104
Clinton Twp., M1 48038
810-263-0562

Palmieri, Mark, Rilla
42550 Gainsley
Sterling Heights, MI 48313

Parker, Beatryce

19101 Evergreen Rd. #714
Detroit, MI 48219
313-541-7299

Parravano, Carolyn
17620 Mack—#2

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
313-642-0402

Phillips, Brandon, Adrianna
9385 Anne Dr.

Pinckney, MI 48196
734-426-3614

Speck, James L., Kellie
1223 Elm Drive

QOakdale, PA 15071-1426
412-490-2894

Wragg, Betty

1867 Kolb Farm Circle
Marictta, GA 30008
770-590-1535

A Message from India

Continued from Page 1

me and said, “Mary, by the grace of
God, five more Ladies’” Uplift Circles
will be in India shortly.” We now have
five more Ladies” Uplift Circles
meeting in the missions. Now it is
growing just like a light shining on the
hill. We can communicate to God and
our Lord Jesus throughout our life by
prayer and take His blessings. Thanks
giving must be given to the Lord, 1
need my spiritual life and will work for
my Lord Jesus Christ and for The Church
of Jesus Christ until my last breath,

I pray to my Lord for all the
Apostles who come to India to help the
Churches, and all those who arc witling
to come to India. We also pray for all

of you. I praise my Loxd for all the
Ladies” Circles. I wish that our
Church, The Church of Jesus Christ,
would spread throughout the world.
“Wait and sce,” were the words told to
Brother Joe Calabrese. Put your food
on the water and it will come back
after many years,

Really, I am unworthy to go and
give the message, First, I want to say
that [ appreciate and like the Gospe/
News. Many times 1 was impressed in
my mind to send a message to the
Gospel News. On December 19, 1999,
an angel touched my heart as I was
praying about this matter. Every
morning I meet God in prayer that 1
will feel His presence, touching and
blessing me.

India is a very big country,
mountaing with beautiful nature and
creation. 'We have to praise our Lord
for His creations and high seas. Every-
thing is wonderful.

There are many Christian mis-
sions in India, but I am sorry to write,
there are many places where Jesus is
not yet known; I wish before the end
of the world that The Church of Jesus
Christ must be everywhere. I remem-
ber the hymn, Stand Up for Jesus. Till
my next message, let the Lord be with
us. God bless you all.

{

(Editor’s Note: Sister Mary Dev
is the President of the Ladies’ Circle
in Ayalur, India.)

Ephraim and Manasseh
Continued from Page 3

by the hand of God, of whom there is
no gencalogy.

In the Book of Mosiah, 7th
chapter 3rd verse, there is also another
great man mentioned by the name of
Ammon who was a descendant of
Zarahemla. There again, is another
mighty man of whom there is no
gencalogy.

It has been proven so far that,
there were several groups brought to
this land by the hand of God of whom
we have no genealogy written in the
Book of Mormon. Did God have a
purpose in not revealing their geneal-
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ogy to the Gentiles? He certainly did,
Jesus Christ gives us the answer in 111
Nephi, the 26th chapter starting with
the 8th verse and ending with the 12th
verse, “And these things have T written,
which are a lesser part of the things
which he taught the people; and I have
written them to the intent that they may
be brought again unto this people, from
the Gentiles, according to the words
which Jesus Christ hath spoken. And
when they shall have received this,
which is expedient that they should
have first, to try their faith, and if it
shall so be that they shall believe these
things then shall the greater things be
manifest unto them. And if it so be
that they will not belicve these things,
then shall the greater things be with-
held from them, unto their condemna-
tion. Behold, I was about to write
them, all which were engraven upon
the plates of Nephi, but the Lord
forbade it say, saying: I will try the
faith of my people. Therefore, I
Mormon, do write the things which
have been commanded me of the Lord.
And now I, Mormon, make an end of
my sayings and proceed to write the
things which have been commanded me.”

{To be conlinued)

(Editor s note: “This article is
being written with the purpose of docu-
menting the fact that Ephraim and
Manasseh, the sons of Joseph, were
brought to this land, North and South
America, by the hand of God. Refer-
ences will be made according to that
which is recorded in the Bible and the
Book of Mormon and other sources. It
will also be proven that Ephraim and
Manasseh were not brought to any
other continent.” Taken from the
Jorward page of the pamphlet,
Ephraim and Manasseh. This work
was co-authored by Apostle V. James
Lovalvo.)

Message from the Seventy

Continued from Page 4

for the committees, including the young
people of the Church. The GMBA’s
Youth-in-Action Program was cited as
being used to develop our young

people, as well as providing help and
upliftment to the various locations they
have visited in the past. The progress
of organizing local MBA units was
also presented.

The translating and printing of the
Book of Mormon in different lan-.
guages were discussed and encourag-
ing reports were given that the printing
of copies is being pursucd. It is
essential for the locations to have them
so that the Word of God can be more
fully studied, leamned, and preached.

Everyone's prayers and support
are needed for the vital work of
spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The missionaries, commitiees, and
other workers in this overall undertak-
ing are devoted to continue bringing
souls to salvation wherever they may
be.

Editorial Viewpoint
Continued from Page 5

The love of God is also known as

charity. It is the pure love of God. Tt

abides forever and whoever posscsses
it at their last day, it will be well with
them. It is this love that attracts
people to the saints of God and The
Church of Jesus Christ. A young man
has recently been attending The Church
of Jesus Christ. He was raised in
another faith. What is the attraction he
finds in The Church of Jesus Christ. It
is the sincerity of the brothers and
sisters which is based on the love of
God. He told his former faith that
what they are doing is good, but it is
about ¢ighty percent. He went on to
tell them that he has found The Church
of Jesus Christ to be one hundred per-
cent! His comments were not con-
veyed to be offensive. His comments

were describing the love of God found -

in the Lord’s Church, known as The
Church of Jesus Christ.

Is your jove for the Lord above
all else? Do those around you feel and
sec the love of God that is so charac-
teristic when you become a member of
The Church of Jesus Christ? What we
send out, comes back! Remember,
your love shows that you are a disciple
of the Lord. Possess and convey the
love of God. It is a commandment!

Children’s Corner
Continued from Page 6

should go down to the cliff of Ziz
where they would find the enemy at the
end of the brook, before the wilderness.
And again the Lord told the people,
“Fear not, you shall not need to fight in
this battle. Stand still and see how the
Lord will save you.”

King Jehoshaphat bowed his hcad
with his face to the ground, and ali the
people of Jerusalem fell before the
Lord, worshiping Him also.

And they rose early in the mom-
ing, and went forth into the wilderness
where God had directed them. On the
way, Jehoshaphat stood and said,
“Belicve in the Lord your God, and
you will prosper!” Then he appointed
singers unto the Lord that went out
before the army praising the holiness of
God and saying, “Praise the Lord; for
His mercy endureth forever!”

King Jehoshaphat and his people
did this in faith, believing that God
would fight their encmics for them. At

this moment, when they began singing

and thanking Him, God began His

- work. - The huge armics began to fight

against cach other, The Ammonites

and Moabites attacked the people from
Mount Seir, and when they had utterly
killed them, they began to fight among
themselves.

The people of Judah marched
closer. They came to the edge of the
wilderness, and they looked unto the
multitude. Of that huge and great
army, not one was left to attack Judah.
They had killed one another. Bodies
lay in heaps, and when Jehoshaphat’s
pcople went in among the bodies, they
discovered precious jewels and much
gold and silver lying there.

For three days they gathered the
riches of their dead encmies, On the
fourth day, they returned to Jerusalem
to sing praises to God, who had
delivered them. A great fear of God
was on all the neighboring kingdoms
when they heard that the Lord fought
against the encmies of Israel. So the
kingdom of Jehoshaphat was quiet, and
the people lived in peace during the
days they served God, and this is our
God, too, the God of yesterday, today,
and forever.
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*WEDDINGS*

Brother Kelly Humphrey and Natalie Castro were
united in holy matrimony on Saturday, December 11, 1999,
in the Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch.

Daniel Bowens and Sister Michelle Lee Tate were
united in holy matrimony on November 27, 1999, in the
Lorain, Ohio Branch.

Anthony Calabrese and Kelly Pigman were united in
holy matrimony in the Lorain, Ohio Branch on December
23, 1999,

Brother James Cipponeri and Sister Nicole Ficyk were
united in holy matrimony in Branch #4, Redford, Michigan
on June 11, 1999,

Jennifer Espy and Brother Daniel Buffa were united in
holy matrimony on July 2, 1999, in the Saline, Michigan
Branch

Brandon Phillips and Adriana Stan were united in holy
matrimony on Qctober 23, 1999, in Branch #2, Detroit,
Michigan.

Sister Sharon Boykin and Kenneth Sloan were united
in holy matrimony in Lake Worth, Florida on November 20,
1999,

Children Blessed

Selena Ficyk, sister of Nicole Cipponeri, was blessed
in Branch #4, Detroit, Michigan on September 19, 1999,

Nicholas James Eckhardt, son of Timm and Beth
Kaylinn Eckhardt, was blessed in the Lindsay, California
Branch on November 21, 1999.

Marco Dino DiMelis, son of Brother Dino and Sister
Christina DiMelis, was blessed on February 6, 2000 at
Branch #2 in Detroit, Michigan.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Baptisms -

Joshua Moroni Pacheco was baptized on January 30,
2000 in the San Dicgo, California Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Ysidro Gonzalez and confirmed by Apostle Tom
Liberto.

Nick Zinzi, Jr., was baptized in the Forest Hills,
Florida Branch on August 22, 1999, He was baptized by
Brother Yohn Griffith and he was confirmed by Brother Jim
Speck.

Milford Eutsey, I1I was baptized on January 23, 2000,
in the Forest Hills, Florida Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Milford Eutsey 11 and confirmed by Brother Miiford
Eutsey, Sr.

Miriam Maletta was baptized on September 26, 1999
in the Clairton, Pennsylvania Mission. She was baptized by
Brother English Webb and confirmed by Brother David Nolfi.

Fiftieth Anniversary

Sister Marie and Brother Harry McGuire, members of
the Lake Worth, Florida Branch, celebrated their fiftieth
wedding anniversary on January 1, 2000.

OBITUARIES

GEORGE C. WELCH. JR.

Mr. George C. Welch, Jr., an attendee of the Roscoe,
Pennsylvania Branch, passed on to his eternal reward on
January 4, 2000. He is survived by his wife, Sister Louise
Ambrose Welch.

ANNA MARIE FERA

Sister Anna Marie Fera, a member of Branch #4,
Redford, Michigan, passed on to her heavenly reward on
December 29, 1999. She is survived by three daughters;
Lucille Fera, Sara Fisher and Annette Medowell and three
grandchildren.

EVA MOORE

Sister Eva Moore, a member of the Imperial, Pennsyl-
vania Branch, passed on to her heavenly reward on January
29, 2000. Sister Moore was an ordained Deaconess in The
Church of Jesus Christ. She was preceded in death by her
late husband, Brother Jim Moore Sr., and grandson Mark
Buffington. Sister Moore is survived by two daughters;
Sister Arlene Buffington and Kathleen Slay; one son,
Brother Jim Moore, Jr.; five siblings, including Sister Pearl
Nester; forty two grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
great-great-grandchildren,
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A Testimony

By Brother Ken Hatch

“To the Prodigal,

To those who are trying to come

back home, may these words bring
you to the realization of how much
God loves you. 1do not give this
testimony to exalt myself in any way,
for I know I am but filthy rags before
my God. But God’s great love is
such that He can forgive and wel-
come you home again. The following
is the reason I can say this.

It does not matter how long I
have been in the Church, or why I
left, or how long it has been since my
return. What really counts is that 1
have returned! I thank God every
day for letting me return, Ileft the
Church because some darts were
coming my way from within the
Church. By missing a meeting here
and there, I found myself drifting to
the outside of the love of God. My
spirit was perplexed. 1kept thinking
about these darts and missed more
meetings, until I had the mindset of,
“Well, if they get to heaven, surely 1

ill too.”

This was the release, and down
that long shide I went. At first, it was
not bad. Then it seemed a small hole
inside me was getting bigger until at
last I felt the agony of a soul lost in

hell. Isaid I could fix that; I will go
back and everything will be all right.
Well, et me tell you of whom you
already know, the devil was not going
to lose me that casily. I drove to
church several times, and could not
get out of my car. The thoughts
would come, “They don’t love me
anymore. In fact, they will put you
down for being so weak. Besides,
they are going to think you were the
guilty one; that’s why you left the
Church.”

Satan bombarded me with
excuses not to go back. Nevertheless,
the very thought of losing my soul,
finally prevailed, and this set a
sequence of events in motion between
God and me. I will not relate every-
thing, but it sufficeth to say, I lost
everything. My heart was broken, and
I cried to the only one I knew that
could help me. 1 begged with every
fiber of my being.

Unbeknown to me, my daughter
felt this and asked the Church to pray
for me. I then felt a spark of hope,
and soon afterwards, I pleaded with
God to give me the spirit of repen-
tance, for I had to face the very one
that threw the darts. It was very hum-
bling, but necessary. I was reinstated,
and to my surprise, | witnessed the
scripture fulfilled, concerning the .
return of the Prodigal Son. God made
me a feast that will always remain in
my mind as jong as [ live. He killed

the fatted calf for me. He gave me
experiences, one after another, and
feelings inside that 1 had never consid-
ered. Again, I am writing this, not to
exait myself, but that I might encour-
age someone to turn around and come
back home.

1 will relate two experiences to
show how God will open His store-
house to those who will endeavor to
serve Him.

1 was invited, by a friend to live
on an Indian Reservation. God knew
my love for the Seed of Joseph. The
day I left to move there, I was not sure
this was God's will. AsIdrove, I
pleaded with God again to Iet me know
His will. All of a sudden, 1 found
myself standing in a hammock, which
are trees in an open field. As I stood
there, this darkness came toward me
from my left. As I looked, I saw this
large black snake come toward me.
He was raised, looking me in the face,
and said, “Who are you?” Before I
could answer, an authoritative voice
said, “This is my son!“ The snake
immediately withdrew and took the
darkness with him. I then found
myself back in my car, tears filling my
eyes, and I thanked God. You can
imagine how I felt.

Recently, I was driving and
singing and such beautiful words came
out of my mouth. I could hardly

(Continued on Page 10) .



2 May, 2000

Ephraim and Manasseh

By Apostle Joseph Lovalvo

PART II AND CONCLUSION

Have the Gentiles really be-
lieved? Have they exercised their
faith in the things that God restored?
Only a few, a very few. From the
very inception of the restoration,
because of greed, vain glory, self-
exaltation and desire for power and
position, many have followed Satan to
twist their minds and their hearts to
the point where they have turned aside
the teachings of Jesus Christ, the
commandments of God, the Book of
Mormon and the commission that the
Gentiles have been entrusted within
the last days. In the place of the re-
stored truths they have instituted false
revelations and their own teachlngs as
the word of God.

And now, some are heard to say,
“Where is Ephraim? Is he on the land
of promise? Why isn’t he mentioned
in the Book of Mormon? And surely,
the Choice Seer will come from the
tribe of Manasseh!”

The words of the savior come
back forcibly, “I will try the faith of
my people . . . (III Nephi 26:11).
‘... and if it shall so be that they
shall believe these things then shall the
greater things be made manifest unto
them” (11 Nephi 26:9). The Book of
Mormon is only an abridgment of
God’s dealings with the Seed of
Joseph, Ephraim and Manassch, on
this land of North and South America.
While the Book of Mormon reveals
the dealings of God with the descen-
dants of Manasseh (through Lehi),

one must always keep in mind that it
was Ephraim upon whom the greater
portion of the birthright blessing was
pronounced {(Genesis 48:18-19). It
deals or reveals primarily the dealings
of God, in and through the tribe of
Manasseh, which are great and glo-
rious, fulfilling the words that Jacob
said to Joseph, concerning his son
Manasseh; “He too shall be great.”

The Book of Mormon has been
so revealing and so enlightening to the
extent that it has made the Bible a
new book. It is a book which has
given us now the wisdom, knowledge,
understanding and enlightenment that
we need to understand the mysteries
and secrets of the glories of God.
How much more glonious will it be
when the complete record of the Seed
of Joseph will come forth through the
Choice Seer, the Great and Mighty
Prophet, that Joseph promised would
come from his loins revealing the
great and glorious things that God
performed and will perform through
Ephraim, the son of Joseph. The
complete record of the Sced of Joseph
will be in the hands of Ephraim, ful-
filling the words of Jacob again to
Joseph when he said that Ephraim, the
younger brother, shall be greater than
Manasseh.

In the 37th chapter of Ezekiel,
the prophet was commanded of God
to, . . . take thee one stick, and write
upon it, For Judah, and for the child-
ren of Israel his companions: then
take another stick, and write upon it,
For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and

for all the house of Israel, his compan-
“ions: And join them one to another

into one stick; and they shall become
one in thine hand.”

The same chapter of Ezekiel,
verses 15-20, definitely speaks of two
books or two sticks. One stick shall
have the history of Judah upon it, and
one stick shall record the history of
Joseph and/or Ephraim. The latter
history is called the stick of Ephraim
in the 16th verse and the stick of Jo-
seph which is in the hand of Ephraim
in the 19th verse. Take note that the
stick of Judah is in no one ¢lse’s hand,
but the stick of Joseph is in the hand
of Ephraim.

It is quite evident that the Book
of Mormon which we believe to be the
history of the seed of Joseph is also
called the “stick of Ephraim” (or
book) by the prophet.

It is recorded in scripture that
Christ should come from the tribe of
Judah, We believe that the Bible is
the stick of Judah as spoken in the
37th chapter of Ezekiel. The prophet,
by God’s revelation, places the history
of Joseph (the stick of Joseph) equal
to the stick of Judah because, out of
Joseph shall come the “shepherd” and
“stone” of Israel (Genesis 49:24). We
believe this to be Joseph, the Choice
Seer.

The blessings given to Joseph by
Jacob and Moses, exceeded the
blessings upon all the rest of the tribes
of Israel. “The blessing of thy father
have prevailed above the blessings of
my progenitors . . .~ (Genesis 49:26).
“And his glory is like the firstling of
his bullock, and his horns are like the
horns of unicorns: with them he shall
push the people together to the ends of
the earth: and they are the ten thou-
sands of Ephraim, and they are the
thousands of Manasseh” (Deuter-
onomy 33:17).

Joseph’s sons also received the
birthright blessings instead of Reuben
(I Chronicles 5:1). The birthright
blessing was usually given to the
firstborn of a family. However,
because Reuben defiled Jacob’s bed,
the birthright was given to the sons of
Joseph. One would suppose that after
the sin of Reuben (Genesis 35:22), the
birthright blessing would be given to
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_the second son, Simeon. But Jacob,
inspired by God, gave it to the sons of
Joseph, his firstborn by the woman he
truly loved, Rachel. Jacob also re-
served the right by the inspiration of
God’s Holy Spirit, to give the greater
portion of the birthright blessing to
Ephraim (Genesis 48: 14-22).

Ezekiel, knowing the exceliency
of the birthright blessing on the sons
of Joseph and in particular on the
head of Ephraim, predicted that the
stick of Joseph would be in the hand
of Ephraim. The history of Joseph
would be kept in the name of Ephraim
because the prophet also called the
book (Book of Mormon) that was to
come the stick of Ephraim. Why
wasn’t it called the stick of Manas-
seh? Simply because the greater
portion of Jacob’s blessing was on
Ephraim. Jacob’s right hand laid
upon the head of Ephraim who was at
the time standing on Jacob’s lefi.

Without searching elsewhere the
above scriptures should enable us to
see that the Book of Mormon is the
stick of Ephraim. Or in other words,
the stick of Joseph in the hand of
Ephraim.

The prophet Ezekiel is represen-
tative of the Priesthood (or priesthood
authority) of God. The two sticks
were to be in the hands of the Priest-
hood, meaning to be used by the
Priesthood in these latter days, Itis
equally obvious then that the stick of
Joseph (the Book of Mormon) shall be
declared by the one who was given the
greater portion of the birthright
blessing, Ephraim or his great descen-
dant, the Choice Seer,

There is a type and shadow of
this. Moses’ position was given to -
Joshua who was of the tribe of
Ephraim. The Book of Mormon
records that the Choice Seer shall be
like unto Moses. The Lord told
Joshua that He would bless him as He
had Moses. If the Choice Seer shall
be like unto Moses and since he is of
the tribe of Joseph, he is also of the

lirect descendancy of Ephraim.

"~ Why look further than the
scriptures when they are so very
clear? Ephraim and Manasseh shall
grow together. One cannot separate
them. Ephraim is the one who

received the greater portion of the
birthright blessing. Knowing, there-
fore, that Ephraim and Manasseh
shall grow together in the midst of the
Earth; how can anyone remotely
suppose that Ephraim could be in any
other land but the land of America?
We have received the stick of
Judah, our Bible, and will not receive
any more information on that until we
get it through the brass plates. But,
we have only received a portion or an
abridgment of the stick of Ephraim,
which is the Book of Mormon and we
have taken the Book of Mormon and
joined it together with the Bible and it
has become one in our hands, God
commanded Joseph Smith right from
the very beginning of the restoration
to take the Bible and the Book of
Mormon and teach the elders of the
church. They were not to teach any-
thing except that which was written in
the Bible and Book of Mormon. God
also commanded the same to William
Bickerton telling him to take the Bible
and Book of Mormon and God would
be with him. Then, it is the duty of
the Priesthood of The Church of Jesus
Christ to keep these two records, the
Bible and Book of Mormon, together
as one stick or one book. We cannot
separate these two records to attempt
proving a personal opinion and then
conveniently put them back together.
The Prophet Ezekiel was told,
“they shall become one in your hand.”
The Priesthood of The Church of
Jesus Christ representing the prophet
in these the last days has a God-given
commandment to kecp these two
records together and preach the
Gospel to the Seed of Joseph with all
of our strength, might, energy, and
with the power that God gives us until
the time when they will rise up from
the valley of dry bones and say,
“What do you mean by this, show,
explain it to us.” Then, God will take
over! He will do the explaining
through the instrumentality of Joseph,
the Great and Mighty Choice Seer.
Again Ezekiel 37:19 states, “Say
unto them, thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I will take the stick of Joseph,
which is in the hand of Ephraim and

" the tribes of Israel his fellows, and

will put them with him, even with the

stick of Judah, and make them one
stick, and they shall be one in mine
hand.”

Now, he said, ©“ . . . Behold, I
will take the stick of Joseph, which is
in the hand of Ephraim . . . ” The
Choice Seer will have already trans-
lated the complete record of the seed
of Joscph and it will be in the hand of
Ephraim, Joseph, the Choice Seer,
who is a descendant of Ephraim.,
How great are the promises of God to
Ephraim?

In Hosea 10:11, he says, “. . .1
will make Ephraim to ride; Judah
shall plow, and Jacob shall break his
clods.” Also, Hosea 11:8-10 states,
“How shall I give thee up, Ephraim?
how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how
shall I make thee as Admah? how
shall I set thee as Zeboim? minc heart
is tuned within me, my repentings are
kindled together. 1 will not execute
the fierceness of mine anger, I will not
return to destroy Ephraim: for I am
God, and not man; the Holy One in
the midst of thee: and I will not enter
into the city. They shall walk after
the Lord: he shall roar like a lion:
when he shall roar, then the children
shall tremble from the west.” Also, in
Zechariah 10: 6-8, “And I will
strengthen the house of Judah, and 1
will save the house of Joseph, and I
will bring them again to place them;
for I have mercy upon them: and they
shall be as though I had not cast them
off: for 1 am the Lord their God, and
will hear them. And they of Ephraim
shall be like a mighty man, and their
heart shall rejoice as through wine:
yea, their children shall see it, and be
glad; their heart shall rejoice in the
Lord. I will hiss for them, and gather
them; for I have redeemed them: and
they shall increase as they have
increased.” :

In the great work of the final-
restoration of the house of Isracl,
when all the tribes shall be repre-
sented, Ephraim will occupy the
distinguished place of the firstborn.

In Jeremiah 31:9, “They shall come
with weeping, and with supplications -
will I lead them: I will cause them to
walk by the rivers of waters ina

(Continued on Page 10)
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A message
from the
Seventy

India Trip

(Apostle Joseph Calabrese and
Elder John Genaro traveled to India
Sfrom January 24 to February 6, 2600.
Following is an account of the tripwrit-
ten by Brother John Genaro, Coordina-
tor for India—Evangelists Editor 's note )

“Go ye therefore, and teach all

nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost:

“Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world. Amen”
(St. Matthew 28:19-20}.

Brothers and sisters, the Church
in India is growing so rapidly that we
are amazed to sce the increase every
time we return, For example, one of
the newest works which has been started
and is prospering is in Ambattur. The
elder-in-charge of this arca is Brother
Stephan Pushparaj. He is truly highly
dedicated in his labors for The Church
of Jesus Christ and the work has
blossomed under his guidance, because
he is a man most confident in th
power of God. :

In 1998, when we were in
Ambattur, Brother Stephan introduced
us to two men who had a congregation
of about seventy people but were
seeking for a more truthful way, a way
more in line with the scriptures, a way
that would lead them to where the
power of God existed. “. . . Teach
them to observe all things whatsoever 1
have commanded you, .. .7

These two men are Paul, the
father, and John Paul, his son. Brother
Stephan began to teach and counsel

them and introduced the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to them. Along with their
wives, they were baptized in October
of 1999. Within this timeframe, they
had invited Brother Stephan to preach
to their congregation at least once a
month, leading this group to the knowl-
edge of The Church of Jesus Christ. “Go
ye therefore and teach all nations . . . 7

DURING THIS TRIP
During this trip, we wanted to sit

down with these two brothers to see
whether God possibly had a work for

them in the future; to determing
whether they had a potential to be used(
for the further glory of God. Their
firm grasp on the teachings of Christ
and of The Church of Jesus Christ was
thrilling and inspiring. Our feeling

was these two men were usable instru-
ments in the hands of God. At the end
of this meeting, Brother Calabrese told
them that, after that night, the Lord’s
direction would be sought for them and
not to be surprised with whatever
might come forth.

At our second meeting with them,
we reviewed in depth and covered the
Apostasy and Restoration of the
Gospel and pleasantly found they were
well versed with them. Brother
Stephan had done a tremendously tho-
rough job of teaching them. Brother
Solomon, Brother Babu and Sister
Merlin, who helped with the transla-
tion, were also in attendance.

There was such a wonderful
blessing with these two that Brother
Joe and 1 felt they were being called
and we wanted God’s direction to show

{Continued on Page 11)

Apostle Joseph Calabrese ordaining Brother John Paul an elder in The

Church of Jesus Christ.
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Editorial Viewpoint .

Apostle Paul Palmieri spoke to the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch brothers, sisters and
friends on Sunday, April 2, 2000. He, along with Apostle Joseph Bittinger , attended to support
the ordinations of four brothers into the office of a Deacon and one brother into the office of

a Teacher.

His text was taken from I Samuel chapter 16 which depicts the anocinting of a shepherd boy to
become King of Israel. His name was David. David, was taken directly from the sheepfold and
came to Samuel the Prophet with his shepherd’s staff in his hand to the anointing that made him
royal. Young David’s focus was totally on his father’s sheep. He encouraged the young
brothers to be shepherds and care for the flock of the Lord as David cared for his father’s sheep.
Apostle Paul Palmieri emphasized the need for a Great Shepherd and that Shepherd is Jesus
Christ. By prophecy, a Shepherd had been promised to Israel. It was not David. The Shepherd
who was to come was Jesus Christ, from the lineage of the house of Jesse and his son David.
You will note that a shepherd does not leave the sheep. He is there, night and day, regardiess
of weather. A good shepherd protects the sheep from predators and will zealously guard the

- sheep. This description amply fits the Lord Jesus Christ.

He stated on more that one occasion that He was the Good Shepherd and had many sheep. We
read in John 10:1-2, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a robber. Buthethat entereth
in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.”

The very mention of shepherd and sheep reminded the listeners of this discourse of the often-
quoted prophemes and psalms. The shepherd’s vocation was generally well recognized and
respected. There is no one who deserves the recognition and respect as the Lord.

The Lord showed that a shepherd has free access to the sheep. When the sheep are enclosed
with safety, the Shepherd enters the gate. He does not climb over. He does not creep in. He,
the Good Shepherd, the owner of the sheep loves them, The sheep know His voice and follow
Him as He leads from pasture to pasture. He goes before the flock, while a stranger, though
he may be a herder, is not known by the sheep. The stranger, also known as a thiefand a robber,
drives the sheep. He does not lead them, These were false shepherds who tried to climb over
the fence to reach the flock. These were robbers, trying to get at the sheep as prey. Their sclfish
and hireling purpose was to carry off and kill the sheep.

Jesus let it be known that He is the door to the sheepfold. He made it very plain that only through
Him could the sheep enter the pasture of His riches.

Jesus proclaimed in John 10:11, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep.” He showed the difference between a shepherd and a hireling. The Good Shepherd
has a personal interest and love for the sheep. He knows each sheep by name. The hireling only
knows them as a flock. The Good Shepherd is ready to fight to protect His own and if necessary,
sacrifice His life for His sheep. This is exactly what Jesus Christ did for His sheep. The hireling
flees when the wolf approaches, thus leaving the door open for the beast to scatter, rend, destroy
and kill. In fact, the Lord warned the people to “Beware of false prophiets, which come to you
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”

Consider the Lord who is the exact opposite of the described false prophets. He stated, “I am
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me,

- even so know I the Father: and 1 lay down my life for the sheep.” This is just what the Lord

did; He laid down His life. He did so voluntarily. He was not coerced. The Lord tells us that

“His Father, God, loved Him because He gave His life that we may live. He laid down HIS life

for the sake of the sheep.
{Continued on Page 10)
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

God’s Plan for the
Promised Land—
- A Great Mystery

Dear Boys and Girls,

There are many ancient mysteries
of God that He will reveal to His
people when they pray. Both the Bible
and the Book of Mormon are filled
with beautiful promises and true stories
of people who drew close to God and

received great blessings-and even power.

From the beginning of creation,
God had a plan. He knew what mean
things humans were capable of doing.
He understood our “human nature” and
how the old devil works hard to make.
people unhappy. So, right from the
start, a plan was made for Jesus to
come to earth and be bomn. A plan was
made for Jesus to teach us about God,
forgiveness, repentance, and love,

This is one of the most amazing
mysteries of God. It is that God has a
special plan. He is in charge of this
world. And Jesus can change a per-
son’s heart. No one has to stay full of
hate, sadness, or defeat. Jesus can help
us change. If we are afraid, we can
pray to be brave. If we are facing a
big problem, Jesus can show us how to
solve it. If someone we love is very
sick or dying, Jesus can help us, one
day after another, to deal with it.

In the Book of Mormon, we ar¢
taught that God set aside the Americas
as a land of promise. The people who
live here must serve God. He has
promised that He will bless them richly
if they do. His prophets have also
taught us that if we do not serve God,
the people will start fighting against

each other and wipe one another away.
First the Jaredites, who came

* during the Tower of Babel days did

this. They forgot God, started hating
each other and wiped one another
away. Then the Nephites came. As

_long as they loved each other and

served God, they lived safe lives. But

_when they broke God’s laws and quit

asking for His protection, they also
were destroyed by their enemies (11
Nephi 26).

And finally, the last mysterious
promise. God’s holy prophets tell us
that we, the Gentile people, (people
who are not descended from the twelve
sons of Israel) must serve Him in this
Promised Land. Otherwise, when our
nation pulls away from God, and sin
increases, we will also have warfare
and be removed.

So, what is your job? Very simple;
your job is ¢very day to love Jesus and
others. Forgive your enemics. Do .
good to others and shine your light.
Pray to God for guidance. God loves
His children to call out to Him. Heisa
jealous God. He does not want to be a
forgotten God. He will not tolerate
that in this Promised Land. Watch
where you go and what you do. Keep
His commandments. He promises to
take care of His own. He cares for you.

‘With love,
Sister Jan
WORD SEARCH
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Branch and
Mission News

Sweet Spirit in Lake
Worth, FL

By Sister Josie Jasmin

Sunday, Qctober 30, 1999, a
beautiful and inspired service was
made manifest in our midst. Brother
Gene Perri led the service and was
certainly inspired by God in his
message.

Instead of the usual order of
meetings, we started the day by giving
our testimonies of God’s love and
blessings in our lives. Everyone arose
and gave thanks to the Lord.

It was so beautiful that words fail
to express the beauty of the day. A
confirmation of this meeting was had
by one of our brothers before coming:
to Church. Tears of joy were shed
with thanksgiving to our dear Lord.
Many experiences were related and
beautiful hymns were sung by the
congregation along with duets and
solos.

Today was also our feet washing
service, and the love of God continued
to prevail through this most humble
ordinance that we observe in The
Church of Jesus Christ. We followed
with a covered dish dinner which we do
as a branch afier every feet washing
service. We had a wonderful time
socializing with cach other. “There
was a sweet, sweet, spirit in this place,
and I know that it’s the Spirit of the
Lord.”

Examples of Faith in
Forest Hill, FL

By Brother Dan Risola

Faith is the Victory was the theme
for the Forest Hills Branch in Holiday,
Florida. Brother Chuck, Sister Joyce,
and Evan Kogler visited along with
Sister Louise Rosati on October 31,

1999, During the Sunday School
service, while speaking on the unity of
the Church, tongues were spoken with
the interpretation, “My children,
wherever they may be, receive the
same bread of life; thus saith I am.”
Brother Chuck opened the morning -
service by asking the congregation to
sing, Faith is the Victory. He then
related portions of scripture that
defined faith. We can have great faith
or we can have little faith. Matthew
15: 21-28, speaks of a woman of
Canaan who begged the Lord to heal
her daughter who was vexed with a
devil. She had great faith to pursue the
Lord when the disciples wanted to send
her away. Because of her great faith,
her daughter was made whole. Mat-
thew 14: 25-33, explains of how we
can have little faith. Jesus was walk-
ing on the water and bid Peter to come
and walk with Him. Peter took a step

out on faith and walked on the water;-

however, when he saw the strong
winds blowing, he became afraid and
began to sink. Jesus said unto him, “O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou
doubt?’ We must not doubt the Lord
when we take that step out on faith,
He can perform mighty miracles!
Brother Phil Benyola, Sr., contin-
ued by giving another good example of
great faith using Luke 8:43-48. A
woman with an issue of blood for
twelve years fought her way through
throngs of people to touch the border
of Christ’s garment to receive a
healing. Christ immediately was .
stopped in His tracks, so to speak,
because He felt virtue flow from His

body. After discovering who touched -

Him, He declared to the woman,
“Daughter, be of good comfort: thy
faith hath made thee whole; go in
peace.” :

The meeting was then opened for
testimony where many gave thanks for
the beautiful message that was pre-
sented and for the spirit that was feit
during the service. Brother Dan Risola
testified of how he used the same exact
scriptures relating to faith in his
teenage Sunday School class and noted
that is was not by coincidence.

We then turned our hearts to God
as Brother Sam Risola, Ir., offered a
special prayer for Erika Rooney,

daughter of Eric and Rhonda Rooney.
Twice Erika had been anointed in the
hospital. Eric and Rhonda met the
Church through one of our members
and have been attending regularly ever
since. They were looking for a good
place to raise their daughter under the
sound of the Gospel and delighted in
the fact that we believe in blessing
children, as Christ taught. Unfortu-
nately, it was discovered that Erika had
a rare disease and was staying at All
Children’s Hospital. The outlook was
bleak, as this disease is considered
worse than leukemia. Many hearts
broke as we petitioned the Lord on
behalf of Erika, who is only eightcen
months old. After the prayer, a brother
from the Ministry testified of how he
felt the Spirit of God so strongly telling
him that she would be healed. At that
time, another brother spoke in the gift
of tongues and immediately the gift of
interpretation was given, “I am that I
am, thus saith the Lord.” We truly
thanked God for that day and knew
that the matter was in His hands.

Saturday night, November 6,
1999, during our dedication scrvice,
Eric Rooney was invited up front to
update the congregation on Erika’s
condition. Apostle Paul Benyola then
offered a special prayer on her behalf,
asking the Lord that if we would have
the faith as the woman with the issuc
of blood, that we would touch the
border of His garment and virtue
would flow from on high and heal this
precious child. It was no coincidence
that Brother Paul referenced the same
scripture that was used in the service
the week before. Certainly, God was
in the matter.

Later on in the week, the doctors
ran another test on Erika and the
results came back negative. The fact
that Erika had tested negative was
further substantiated by at least two
rare discase laboratories in the United
States. The results showed that she did
not have a rare, fatal disease and that
after a few chemotherapy treatments to
treat a tumor, she would be just fine.

Praise God for this miracle
wrought upon Erika’s life. He truly is
a God of healing, if we but have great
faith like the woman with the issue of
blood.
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Blessings Overflow from
AMOC Meeting

By Sister Karen Progar

It was a joy and a privilege for the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch to
host the Americas Missionary Operat-
ing Committee Meeting on the weekend
of February 4-5, 2000. The saints in
the Penn-Mid Atlantic Region were
invited to hear and see presentations of
the various works on Saturday
evening.

Sunday brought twelve visiting
Elders to the branch. There were bro-

thers from the branches of San Diego,

Tse Bonito, Phoenix, Hollywood,
Tampa, the Inner City of Detroit,
Branch #1 of Detroit, and Kinsman. In
addition, brothers representing the
Penn-Mid Atlantic Region were also in
attendance, namely, Monongahela and
McKees Rocks.

Brother Paul Liberto, Evangelist
and Chairman of the AMOC, opened
the meeting, using Psalms 37:25 as his
text. The scripture reminds us that we
will never sce the righteous forsaken.
We were then delighted to hear a group
of Mexican people from the Young-
stown, Ohio area sing in Spanish,
Keeping Step, along with a medley of
other hymns.

Apostle Isaac Smith stated that he
felt overwhelmed and it was the same
blessing we all felt. He stated that we
shouid be proud that the Lord has
redeemed us and acknowledge that we
can never repay the Lord for His
wonderful mercies.

Evangelist Richard Christman
continued by stating that the brothers
have found the Lord to be faithfid and
reminding us that He will be faithful to
us as well. Qur next speaker, Brother
Larry Watson, shared experiences
regarding the Tse Bonito building, as -
well as how God had moved in his life
and upon his family.

Brother Danicl Mora then sang,
In La Vina Del Senor, after which he
stated that we are all awaiting a great
miracle, the completion of the scrip-
tures, He used as an example the
scripture where the man sat by the pool
of Bethesda for thirty-¢ight years,

waiting to be healed. He stated that
many things happened to that man in
those years, however, he still waited.
The important question when Christ
passed by was, “Do you want to be
made whole?” Just as Christ asked
that man, Brother Daniel asked the
congregation. He said that only Christ
can touch the heart. He also affirmed
that The Church of Jesus Christ has
heard and that we must remember that
important question,

Afier a moving communion
service, our meeting was closed and we
all enjoyed a time of fellowship and a
wonderful lunch provided by the
branch. We thank God that a meeting
intended to cover the business of the
AMOC, blessed us all and we are truly
thankful to our Savior for His mercies.

Ordination in Vanderbilt,
PA : '

By Sister Peggy Stroko

October 31, 1999, we gathered in
the Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch
for another joyous occasion. We were
gathered to enjoy the blessings of God
and to witness the ordination of
Brother Chester Nolfi into the office of
an Elder. .

Brother David DeLuca opened the
meeting, making reference to the tenth
chapter of Luke, beginning with the
25" verse. He focused on the parable
of the Good Samaritan and reminded
us that life is all about “choices.”

Several other brothers spoke,
reflecting on fond memories of Brother
Chet and adding more to the message
that Brother DeLuca had delivered.

Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., then
spoke, reading from Alma 13, verses
3-4. He spoke on the calling of the
Priesthood and the choice to serve
God. He stated that this choice is a
privilege.

Brothers Jason and Patrick
Monaghan sang a beautiful song
entitled, Jesus and 1.

Brother Fred Olexa continued the
speaking, making reference to 1
Samuel 10:1. He said, “God has called

us to labor. We must give our best.
God has promised us eternal life.” (

Brother Richard Lowther related
to the congregation of the blessing our
branch has received, having Brother
Chet and his wife, Sister Phyllis with
us. He told of experiences that Brother
Chester had been given about his
calling.

Brother Panfilo DiCenzo sang,
Master, the Tempest is Raging,
selected by Brother Chet as Brother
Chet was preparing to have his feet
washed. Brother Chet’s feet were
washed by Brother Richard Lawson.

After the Ministry prayed,
Apostle Joseph Bittinger poured the
holy and blessed oil upon Brother
Chester’s head, praying to God saying,
“I bestow upon you the office of the
Priesthood of the Son of God as has
been given in these last days. That you
might go forth and preach the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of preach-
ing, of bringing men and women into
repentance, and bringing them to the
Kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ here
on this earth.”

We truly wish and pray for God’s
glorious blessings upon Brother
Chester as he endeavors to do the work
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Building Dedicated in
Mid-Georgia

By Brother Corey Morris

Early in the summer of 1999, the
Mid-Georgia Mission began to out-
grow Brother Corey and Sister Crystal
Morris’ garage, which was the meeting
place for the Mid-Georgia Mission.
The members of the mission were
asked to pray that God would direct
them to a place to rent. All efforts to
find a suitable place to rent proved
futile because of the cost. It is note-
worthy to mention-that the brothers and
sisters in Mid-Georgia are rich in the
fove of God, but have limited financial
resources. -

As Brother Art Campbell was
searching the newspaper for a place to
rent, he noticed an ad to sell a church
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building. He quickly overlooked the
ad, thinking the mission could not
afford to purchase a building. Several
weeks later, Brother Art saw that same
ad again. However, this time, the
Spirit prompted Brother Art to call the
number listed in the ad and ask to see
the building. Once Brother Art toured
the facility, and based on the Spint that
he felt there, he quickly asked God to
show him what he was to do if this was
to become The Church of Jesus Christ.
Brother Art made this a sincere matter
of prayer and felt instructed to contact
Brother Ken Staley, who was not only
the Elder-in-Charge of the Mid-Georgia
Misston, but is also in the real estate
business.

Two days later, Brother Ken
visited the building and felt a confirm-
ing spirit that God was in this matter.
The gentleman who was representing
the congregation selling the building
explained that there were two other
groups interested in purchasing the
building along with two acres of
ground surrounding the building.
Brother Ken asked and was granted
permission for the Mid-Georgia
Mission of The Church of Jesus Christ
to hold a meeting in the building the
next Sunday, as the previous congrega-
tion had already disbanded.

That particuiar Sunday, the

Atlanta, Georgia Branch joined the
Mid-Georgia Mission for a joint feet
washing service. Afier a glorious day
of worship and fellowship, the Mission
voted to move forward with the pur-
chase of this facility, and to trust in
God to make a way for it to become
possible. As a reminder, at this point,
the Mid-Georgia Mission treasury was
$180.00. The mission immediately
began fund raising and soliciting
contributions for their cause, Bake
sales, yard sales, craft sales and plenty
of other initiatives were feverishly
embarked upon as a means of accom-
plishing the goal. Within sixty days,
$14, 000 was raised towards the
purchase. A brother donated sufficient
money to purchase and install a new
kitchen, and a piano was donated by a
sister.

Praise God, on October 4-5,
1999, the Mid-Georgia Mission
dedicated this humble, but comfortable,
church building for the honor and glory

.of God. Visitors were present from

Florida, South Carolina and Pennsyl-
vania, including Apostie Paul Palmieri,
who was blessed with an inspired
dedication sermon regarding Sclomon’s
dedication of the temple. Brother Paul
included a stirring personal testimony
of the day he dedicated his life to Jesus
Christ, Finally, Evangelist Eugene

The Mid-Georgia Mission Building

Perri from Lake Worth, Florida offered
a moving dedicatory prayer.

At this time, the members and
friends of the Mid-Georgia Mission
would like to thank all those who
contributed in any way to this miracle,
Without your love and support and the
guidance and direction of the Lord, this
task could not have been accomplished!
May God richly bless you all, even if
your support was a humble prayer for
our success, for surely you have not
prayed in vain!-

Continue to remember the Mid-
Georgia Mission in your prayers. We
look forward to your visits at our new
location. S

Directory Update

continued from Page 6

Lovalvo, Anne
214 Brecon Drive
Saline, MI 48176
734-944-9004 -

Matthew, Charles and Melissa
3012 Grandview

Windsor, Ontario, CN NAT 2L9
519-974-5854

Moore, Gladys S.
1006B South 17th St.
Fort Pierce, FL. 34950
561-460-0777 -

Morris, Ruth

P.O. Box 4722
Eastman, GA 31023
912-374-1239

Pastorelli, Kathleen M,
5289 Cedar Lake Road
Boynton Beach, FL 33437
561-752-3204

Sechez, Herman, Elaine
1261 Tower Lane

Erie, PA 16505
314-451-0471

Vucinich, Mary

1908 Faith Ave.
Haines City, FL. 33844
863-419-1033
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He Alone

By Brother David Nolfi

An innocent man condemned a sinner,
to die on a cruel cross.
The agony He willingly endured,
that our soul would not suffer loss.

Death claimed its victim
that dreadful day,
precious blood in anger was shed.
Entombed in rock, sealed by stone,
guards stood to protect the dead.

Only three days and three nights
could death hold this sinless prey.
For the resurrection of the firstborn
was destined that glorious day!

Jesus Christ trivmphantly arose,
victortous over death’s great power.
He sits at the right hand
of Almighty God,
pleading our cause at this hour!

Please, Oh please, don’t turm Him awéy;

He loved unto death you and me.
Accept His forgiveness,
repent of your sins,
by Him alone our soul is set free!

Our soul is precious, it lives forever,
through the ages of eternity.
Prepare now for the day
that surely will come,
when we His face shall see!

A Testimony

Continued from Page 1

believe it. 1 said, “Lord, if you will
help me get these on paper.” Again,
that same voice said, "These words are
not for paper, these are for you!"

God is so good. Do not stay out there
in the world. Come back home. The
time is short and all the brothers and
sisters are praying for you. Take
advantage of this opportunity and
come home. The saints never had such
hopes and promises that-are promised
to us in these Latter Days. Come
home, and enjoy the greatness of
serving a living God. You know what

joy awaits the saints in the Latter
Days. Do not allow the devil to dim
your vision any longer, Plead with
God to help you. Iam living proof that
He will come to your aid. You may
not have the same things holding you
back that I had, but I know God can
case them. It breaks His heart to see
His creation withheld from Him be-
cause of trivial things. “Try me,” He
says, “And see if I won’t shake the
very heavens for your sake!” Need I
say more? :

(Editors' note: Brother Ken
Hatch is seventy years old. He shares
this testimony that it might qffect
others and prompt them to refurn to
The Church of Jesus Christ,)

Ephraim and Manasseh

Continued from Page 3

straight way, wherein they shall not
stumble; for I am a father to Israel, and
Ephraim is my firstborn.”

When Moses and the children of
Israel stayed forty years on the borders
of the land of Canaan, the time came
for them to enter in and God toid
Moses that he would not lead the
children of Israel into the promised
land. God told Moses to select a man
by the name of Joshua, who was of the
tribe of Ephraim, to lead the children
of Isracl into the promised land. And
in the last days Geod will again call
upon a great and mighty man, a
prophet from the tribe of Ephraim, to
lead the children of Israel and the
nations of the Gentiles into the prom-
ised land, in the North and South
American continents and will establish
a reign of peace for all the nations of
the world. '

In conclusion, please refer to
Psalm 80: 1-3, “Give ear, O Shepherd
of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a
flock; thou that dwellest between the
cherubims, shine forth. Before
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh
stir up thy strength, and come and save
us. Turn us again, O God and cause
thy face to shine; and we shall be
saved.” We also refer you to the
following: Our church hymnal, hymn

no. 38, our Sister Amy Martin was so
inspired to write such beautiful words. {
The beautiful hymn no. 13, was given
by inspiration to W. W. Phelps to
write, The Spirit of God Like A Fire Is
Burning.

(Editor’s note: “This article is
being written with the purpose of
documenting the fact that Ephraim and
Manasseh, the sons of Joseph, were
brought to this land, North and South
America, by the hand of God. Refer-
ences will be made according to that
which is recorded in the Bible and the
Book of Mormon and other sources. It
will also be proven that Ephraim and
Manasseh were not brought to any
other continent.” Taken from the
Jorward page of the pamphlet,
Ephraim and Manasseh. This work
was co-authored by Apostle V. James
Lovalvo.

Editorial Viewpoint

Continued from Page 4

Who are those sheep? Itis all of
us. The Lord willingly sacrificed His
life so all men and women would have
an opportunity to save their souls.
‘What do we have to do? We have to
follow the leader of the sheep. We
have to follow the voice of the Good
Shepherd.

Do you know His voice? Do you
remember the disciple at Damascus
named Ananias? What happened when
the Lord spoke to him? Did Ananias
recognize the Lord’s voice? Wasita
strange voice to him? It was not.
When the Lord spoke to Ananias, the
response from Ananias was, “Bebold, I
am here, Lord.” Ananias knew the
Lord’s voice. No doubt, he had heard
it before, perhaps many times. When
the Lord spoke on the land of America
shortly after His resurrection, His.
voice is described as not harsh or loud.
It was described as a small voice but it
pierced the hearers to the very center of
their being.

Have you heard His voice? Have
you heard His call? Listen and you
will hear, He is there. He is near. Itis

* up to you.
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Message from the Seventies
Continued from Page 4

mto which offices they should be
ordained. After the second meeting, it
was brought to our attention that Sister
Renee (Brother Solomon’s wife) had a
vision in which she saw a big ship and
onboard were brothers and sisters.
There was a young man trying to get
on this ship but there seemed to be
someone keeping him from boarding.
The scene then changed, and she saw
this young man aboard and all the
brothers and sisters were very happy.
As soon as we heard this experience,
Brother Joe and I felt the confirming
spirit that Brother John Paul should be
ordained an Elder.

When we met with these two
brothers, we told them we would
ordain Brother John Paul an Elder and
Brother Paul a Teacher. Brother John
Paul began to weep, showing that the
Spirit of God had fallen upon him.
They were ordained that very night
before their own congregation.

THE NEXT SUNDAY

The next Sunday, Brother John
Paul addressed his congregation and
twelve souls were converted into The
Church of Jesus Christ, with two more
later that week. “. .. baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost . . . »

Sister Mercy, Brother Stephan’s
wife, related she had a dream a month
before our visit in which she saw
Brother Joe and me visiting Brother
John Paul’s church.

The Church is also moving
forward well in other parts of India.
This was obvious as we traveled to the
other locations and viewed the Lord’s
working with His people. The Pacific
Ladies’ Uplift Circle and another
member donated money for two badly
needed buildings in the Erode area
where there are three hundred and fifty
members and not one Church building
in which they can worship. It was very
gratifying to reccive these donations.

Brother Manuel, the Elder-in-
Charge of Erode, suggested some po-
tential villages for the buildings. Two
locations were visited and two desir-

able plots of land were found. Each serve. “Go ye therefore and teach all
plot is adjacent to the village it will nations . . . ”

Brother John Genaro washing Brother John Paul’s feet,

Brother Dev washing Brother Paul's feet.
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*WEDDING*

Susan Trinh Ricci and Jeffrey Joseph Kattan were
united in holy matrimony on July 17, 1999 in the McKees
Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch.

Children Blessed

Sydney Marie Munson, daughter of Ronald and
Melissa (Ross) Munson, was blessed on October 17, 1999
in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch.

Brady Cole Carver, son of Chris and Beth Carver, was
blessed on March 12, 2000 in the McKees Rocks, Pennsyl-
vania Branch, - S '

Robert Neal Bradwell, Ir., son of Brother Bobby
Bradwell, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on August 29, 1999. o

~ Jacob Peter Mehera, son of Brother Sam Mehera, was
blessed on August 15, 1999 in the McKees Rocks, Pennsyl-
vania Branch. - SN S '

- .. Christe Lynn Mchera, daughter of Brother Sam
Mehera, was blessed in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch on August 1, 1999. S
.. Alison'Nicole King, daughter of Michael Jesse King:

and Keri Hixenbaugh, was blessed on December 12, 1999 in
the Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch.

 Baptisms

Carlos Penaranda was baptized on July 5, 1999 in the

Joseph Catone, Sr., and he was confirmed by Brother
George Kovacic. . K o

- Address Change

-Name

Address

Phone.

Daryl Lane McMurray was baptized on March 5, 2000

in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch. He was
baptized by Brother John H. Manes and he was confirmed
by Brother Tony Ricci.

Patricia Schipani was baptized on March 5, 2000 in
the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized

‘by Brother Paul Ciotti, Sr., and she was confirmed by
Brother Bill Colangelo.

Ordinations

" Brother P. J. Robinson of the Monongahela, Pennsyl-
vania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church of
Jesus Christ on April 2, 2000. His fect were washed by
Brother Ernest Geracitano and he was ordained by Brother
Richard Scaglione.

Brother Bradley Kurowsky of the Monongahela,
Pennsylvania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church
of Jesus Christ on April 2, 2000. His feet were washed by
Brother Jason Rogolino and he was ordained by Brother
Charles Kogler.

Brother Joshua Nicklow of the Monongahela, Pennsyl-
vania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church of
Jesus Christ on April 2, 2000. His feet were washed by
Brother Robert Nicklow, Jr., and he was ordained by
Brother Donald Ross.

Brother Jeremy Nicklow of the Monongahela, Pennsyl-

vania Branch was ordained a Deacon in The Church of

Jesus Christ on April 2, 2000, His feet were washed by
Brother James Sgro and he was ordained by Brother Robert

i issi ; . Nicklow, Sr.
Miami-Dade Mission, Florida. He was baptized by Brother VICKIOW, ot

Brother Richard Nath of the Monongabela, Pennsylva-

‘nia Branch was ordained a Teacher in The Church of Jesus

Christ on April 2, 2000. His feet were washed by Brother
Alexander Cherry and he was ordained by Brother Fred Olexa.

OBITUARY

We wish fo express our sympathy to those that mourn
the loss of loved ones. May God bless and comfort you.

OLGA MAVRICH

Sister Olga Mavrich, a member of the Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania Branch, passed on to her heavenly reward on
February 23, 2000, She is survived by two daughters,
Angie Sincic and Olga Danylo; one son, Brother Tony
Mavrich; ten grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
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The Origin of Churches

By Evangelist Frank D. Giovannone

Many Christian people today,
Jink that all churches are headed in
the same direction, working toward
the same goal, worshiping the same
God, that beliefs and doctrines do not
make any difference, that it does not
matter what church we belong to, and
that as long as we are honest and
sincere, we will be saved. Do you
believe that?

What did Jesus think? What did
He say?

There were many churches in
His day, already established and in
full operation, Judaism had becn
divided into sccts for a long time, the
Phariseces, the Sadducees, and the
Essenes and others. And there were
many non-Judaic and pagan religions.
But Jesus chose none of them. For
He said, “I will build my church”
{Matthew 16:18). When the Dis-
ciples of John attempted to check
Jesus by the doctrine of the Phari-
sees, He said, “No man puttcth a
picce of new cloth unto an old garment
‘Matthew 9:16).

" He, Jesus, waned His own
Disciples to “Beware of the Icaven of
the Pharisees and of the Sadducees”
(Matthew 16:6)—lecaven being
understood to mean Doctring (Mat-

et

thew 16:12). Jesus knew that His
purposes would be frustrated by those
existing organizations, that He would
have to make a new beginning to build
the Kingdom of God. He knew that if
He were to save mankind, He would
have to follow a specific plan of
salvation, incorporated in a definite
organization which was free of reli-
gious tradition, and which would be
devoted to the redemption and regen-
cration of the human race, according
to His plan.

King David knew it made a
diffcrence what kind of spiritual home
was uscd, for he said, “Except the
Lord build the house, they labor in
vain that butld it” (Psalms 127:1),

There have been many religions
and churches established by men, with
which God had nothing to do. Any-
one who is dissatisfied with an old
church can organize a new onc of his
own. But that does not mean that God
commanded him to do it, nor that the
result is God’s Church,

Do you think God will recognize
these man-made churches? Can
salvation be found in them? Christ
did not say He would build any man’s
church. He said, “I will build My
Church?”

Men today have changed the
teaching and doctrine of Christ,
saying, we do not nced His doctrine.
What docs the Apostle Paul say? (11
Timothy 4:2-4).

Verse 2: Preach the word: Be
instant in scason, out of scason;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
suffering and doctrine.

Verse 3: For the time will come
when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themsclves teachers,
having itching cars.

Verse 4: And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables.

Il Timothy 3:16-17 states: “All
scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in rightcousncss:

““That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works.”

More scripture: 1T John 9 states,
“Whosocver transgresscth, and abideth
not in the Doctrine of Christ, hath not
God. He that abidcth in the Doctrine
of Christ, he hath both the Father and
the Son,” Also refer to and rcad, Acts
2:42; St. John 7:16-17.

{Continued on Page 9)
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Be Ever Watchful

By Apostle Robert Watson, Jr.

I Corinthians 16:13 states,
“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit
you like men, be strong.”

Upon reading this passage, we
may divide it into four divisions.

Each plays an important part in the
advancement or retrogression of our
lives. It can be readily secn that, with
the application of these admonitions in
our lives, we flourish. With the
neglect of such truths, we are destined

Apostle Robert Watson

to retrograde. Let us briefly examine
them; and, if we do so with an unbi-
ased mind, they may supply the
answers as to why we are not advanc-
ing spiritually.

Many people have to burn them-
selves before they begin to watch for
the dangers of fire. QOur lives are
greatly influenced by what we see;

therefore, watching is the root of
learning. Distraction is an enemy to
carefisl observation, and it should be
avoided. The moment we take our
eyes off our objective, we lose
ground, which must be recovered.

May I ask you: “Of just what
does your daily life consist? Are you
methodically forming routine habits,
which drive you to inactivity? Are
you watching for opportunities to
break down the barriers of indiffer-
ence and idleness which rob you of
daily blessings?”

Watching sharpens our alertness
and sounds the alarm when danger
comes. As the ship sails out into the
perils of the open sea, the captain’s
eyes are trained to watch for the
dangers of the deep, which constantly
endanger the lives he has in his care.
Similarly, we should train ourselves
to watch for the infiltration of sin,
which brings moral decay and ruin.
Remember, if we do not answer to the
rudder, we must answer to the rocks.
It is far better to look where we are
going than look back with remorse to
where we have been.

In Psalms 19:12-13, David says,
“ .. cleanse thou me from secret
faults. Keep back thy servant also
from presumptuous sins . . .~

Perhaps, if Judas Iscariot would
have watched when the lust for money
crept silently into his heart and would
have destroyed it at its inception, he
would not have been enslaved by the
urge that led him to betray his Master.
If Eli would have watched and
checked his sons while they were
young and were forming habits, which
would later develop into character, he
would not have nceded Samuel to
come to him and prophesy of the

ultimate destruction. Aaron was
neglectful and did not watch for the
symptoms of idolatry, which came in
the form of discontent and unbelief.
He could have, upon recognition,
given himself to earest prayer and
saved the shameful display of ingrati-
tude shown to God by worshiping the
golden calf.

As a last illustration, I would like
to speak of David as he stood upon the
palace roof and looked at Bathsheba,
who was washing. If he only could
have recognized the symptoms of
adultery, which drew his eyes toward
her with possessiveness and applied
restraint to his life he would never
have developed them into adultery. 1
cannot emphasize enough the impor-
tance of not only watching for these
symptoms but seeking a cure. I feel
that more time should be spent on the
prevention of sin. Then less time
would be needed for combating sin.

Watching also is the essence of
action. For example, one would not
stand idly by if his neighbor’s house
were burning, but he would instinc-
tively engage himself with the work of
shortening the life of the fire. Yct, as
Christians, we insist on closing our
eyes to the dire needs of this world,
which is burning with degencracy and
is ripening fast for destruction.

We can truly rejoice with James
as he says, “Let him know, that he
which convertcth the sinner from the
error of his way shall save a soul from
death, and shall hide a multitude of
sins.” But, alas, there will be bitter
anguish felt on the Day of Judgment,
when God shall require this generation
at our hands, We who have received
the enlightenment of the Gospel
cannot escape the fiery indignation of
God if we fail to carry this word of
life.

In the earlier days of civilization,
the Lord winked at the ignorance of
man. His allowance for sin was
greater, but, as He began to pour out
His knowledge and wisdom upon His
creation, He expected more in return.
In the Book of Exodus, He established
rigid laws at the foot of Mt. Sinal.
These were destined to be overshad-
owed by the Doctrine of Christ.

Jesus did not make any allow-
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ances for the presence of money in the

~ " temple when it was used as a means

" of buginess. Rather, He took the whip
and drove them into the street. Nei-
ther did He allow for willful refusal to
accept His miracles performed in the
cities of His day. He stated:

“Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe
unto thee, Bethsaida! For if the mighty
works had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, which have been done in you,
they had a great while ago repented,
sitting in sackcloth and ashes.

“But it shall be more toicrable
for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment,
than for you.”

These verses show the position in
which Jesus placed these citics in
comparison to Sodom and Gomorrah.
Why was their condemnation greater?
Because they had beheld greater
divine proofs. Yet, they had not scen
or heard of the greatest miracle, the
resuitection of Christ.

Oh! I fear for the position in
which God has placed us, we of this
so-called enlightened age. We know
Jesus did resurrect and open wide the
entrance to heaven. Hesaid, “. . . 1
go to prepare a place for you . . . that
where I am, there ye may be also.”

Two thousand more preparatory
years have elapsed since He made this
promise. The earth is reaching its
maturity, when as Peter says,

“_, . the elements shall melt with
fervent heat . . . 7 Jesus warned, in
effect, that when ve see the fig tree
begin to bud, you will know that
summer is nigh.

So, likewise, when you see these
things come to pass, you will know
that the Kingdom of God is near at
hand.

Can we deny that we are living in
the last dispensation of time allotted
unto man? Is it not alarming to see
the retrogression of this present
generation in comparison to the last?
We have approached the time when
the marriage vows are being des-
ccrated every day. Juvenile delin-
quency is fast gaining momentum. At
this moment, while I am speaking to
you, political machinery is working
that will be used to destroy lives
again. Is it any wonder I caution you
to watch? There is only one way to

escape from this destruction, and it'is
through Christ.

The second part of the topic
verse, “ . . . stand fast in the
faith . . . " is a result of careful
watching. James says, “ . . . For he
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed.”

Will we be able to say with Paul
that we have fought a good fight, have
finished our courses, and have kept
the faith? Only when we have con-
vinced ourselves can we hope to
convince others. The way to stand
fast is as the verse goes on to say,
“...quityou like men . .. ”, which
means we must reach maturity in the
sight of God. Paul says, “When I was
a child, I spake as a child . . . but
when I became a man, I put away
childish things.”

The time comes in our lives when
we are set free from the guidance of
our parents. We venture into this
world to forge our own destiny. As
children, we live in a world of make
believe; as men, in a world of reality.

‘We admire the manly heart
which inspired Peter to say to the
Sanhedrin Council, “ . . . We ought to
obey God rather than men.” One of
the most important things to a man
besides the appearance of men is the

. strength of men. This observation

brings us to the last instruction of our
subject verse, “ . . . be strong.” Paul
says, . .. when I am weak, then am 1
strong.” God helps us to be strong,.

The strength of Samson lay in
the covenant he held with God. When
he broke that covenant, his strength
was taken from him; and he was
captured by the Philistines. Likewise,
our strength depends on the covenant
we make with God. We must be ever
“watching,” “standing-fast,” “quitting
like men,” and God will grant us the
strength to endure unto the end.

(This article is taken from the
Book of Sermons, published by The
Church of Jesus Christ-—Editor's
nofe.)

Congratulations
Graduates!

Note of Thanks

I would like to thank all the
brothers, sisters, and friends through-
out the Church that prayed, called and
sent cards during my recent bout with
cancer. The Lord once again has seen
fit to heal me of this terrible disease. 1
know this happens with your prayers.
I especially would like to thank the
Ladies’ Circle, Sunday Schools and
MBA’s of the Church for their gifts
and cards, which always arrived at the
right moment.

Brother Tony DiFalco
Sterling Heights, MI Branch

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Aliquippa Branch
Tel. 724-378-7395

Calabrese, Joel, Edna, Linda
1069 W. 20" Avenue
Apache Junction, AZ 85220
480-671-6296
561-641-1833

Valenti, Jerry and Patricia

326 Kilburn Road

Langhorne, PA 19047-1935
Tel. 215-702-9591
Fax 215-702-9593
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A message
from the
Seventy

Kenya Mission 2000—A Living Testimony

By Brother Wayne Martorana, Evangelist

On Saturday, March 4, 2000, we
embarked on a two-week missionary
visit to Kenya, East Africa. The
brothers traveling were Mark Kovacic,
Frank Natoli, Jeffrey Giannetti (mak-
ing his first trip after an experience
that he had a work to do in Kenya) and
Wayne Martorana.

The anticipation of gathering
together with the brothers and sisters
was great; especially following the
loving reception the Osaka’s received

at the recent World Missionary Con-
ference. We arrived safely and re-
mained in God’s gracious care
throughout the visit, because of the
dedicated, consistent prayers of the
saints on both sides of the ocean.
“. .. The effectual, fervent prayer of a
righteous man (woman) availeth much”
(James 5:17).

Prior to our visits to the villages,
we had wonderful fellowship in
Nairobi with Brother Josphat Mugambi.
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Crusade at Kiogosi Village

Brother Josphat, baptized a few years
ago, is 230 miles (8 hours) fromthe [
body of the saints. Despite this dis-
tance from the Kisti area, he has been
quite active in giving his testimony to
friends, co-workers, and family, as
well as studying God’s word. It was
obvious to us that God has been bless-
ing our brother and frequently answer-
ing his prayers. We dined with Brother
Josphat spiritually and temporally. Our
service together was blessed with the
Spirit of God and we shared the Lord’s
Supper in memory of our Savior’s
suffering, death and resurrection.

VISITS TO VILLAGES

Once in the Kisti area, we were
able to visit seven of ten village loca-
tions where the brothers and sisters
worship. By name, they are Kiogosi,
Kenyenya, Nyabinto, Nyandiwa, Itibo,
Nyasongo, and Omosasa. Of special
note were Kiogosi and Kenyenya,
where the crusades were conducted,;
Itibo, where, for the first time during
one of our visits, the saints had a
building to worship in; Nyasongo
where spiritual revival occurred after
difficulties with the original building
location; and Omosasa, where we
conducted Sunday Services with forty
two baptisms, performed by Brother
Jeffrey and Brother Dismas Abuga, the
most recently ordained Kenyan Elder.
The baptisms confirmed a dream given
to one of the brothers prior to leaving,
as he heard and saw a congregation
singing, “Shall We Gather at the
River,” typically synonymous with
baptisms in the United States.

Services at the village loca-
tions were truly biessed, including
prayer, spirited singing, inspired
preaching, beautiful testimonies, and
heart-felt anointing. We also utilized
the visits to the villages to satisfy some
spiritual and temporal needs. Such
necds included towels for baptism and
feet washing, utensils and winc for the
Lord’s Supper, Bibles for study, oil for .
anointing, donated clothing and, of
course, some candy for the children.
All items are welcomed and very
graciously received.

{

{Continued on Page 10)
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Editorial Viewpoint . . .

Jesus Christ came for all people. He came to rescue the sinners, whether men or women, The
Lord did not exclude anyone from His plan of salvation. How do we know this to be a fact?
Consider His commandment to His eleven remaining disciples prior to His departure from earth.

In Matthew 28:18-20 the Lord states, “All power is given unto me in heaven and earth. Goye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,

. lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”

It is important to note that He has all power. He can do all things that are expedient in the Father.
The Lord can make the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the lame walk, the lepers skin as new. He
can and will intercede for our sins provided we present Him the opportunity. The Lord did just
that when He allowed Himself to hang on the cross, suffer a cruel death by crucifixion, and
resurrect from the grave. Jesus Christ allowed Himself to be sacrificed for the entire human
family, that whosoever will believe in Him, whosoever will follow and obey His commandmcnts,

will have everlasting life.

The Church of Jesus Christ has the authority, power and commission to preach the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the entire world. No nation, no people, no language will be overlooked. All shall
hear the message and divine commandments of Jesus Christ. Every nation, people and tongue
will be given an opportunity to hear the true and unadulterated Gospel of Jesus Christ. That is

our mission. It is our commission.

Every nation, kindred, tongue and people will be taught to observe all things that He commanded

‘His disciples, His message was not only to His remaining disciples, it is for us as well, Wehave -

to possess the zeal, enthusiasm, and spiritual drive to preach and teach all nations. It will take
the strength and power of God to make this commandment a reality. We cannot do it on our own.,
We cannot do it with our strength. ' We can only do this with the strength and power of Jesus
Christ.

The Lord stated in the scriptures that we will do greater things than He did in His lifetime. What
can we do that He did not do? We will be used as His instruments to gather the House of Isracl.
We will seck them out in the North Country. We will scek them out by the dircction of Jesus
Christ, to preach and teach that Jesus Christ is Lord, their Saviour and Redeemer. We will go
to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people with the message of the Restored Gospel of Jesus

Christ,

All people will hear that the angel has flown inthe midst of heaven, having the everlasting Gospel
to be preached to every nation, every kindred, every tongue, and every people. No one will be
overlooked. No one will be excluded from the message of salvation and the requirements for
salvation. All shall hear they must believe, repent, be baptized and receive the Holy Ghost. All
shall hear that The Church of Jesus Christ is the Church of the Lamb of God. It is the Church
He gave His precious name to and it is the Church that He gave His life.

This message of salvation was also given to King Benjamin by an angel of God. King Benjamin
declared to his people, “ . . . wo unto him who knoweth that he rebelleth against God! For
salvation cometh to none such except it be through repentance and faith on the Lord Jesus
Christ.” King Benjamin went on to declare that the Lord sent His holy prophets among ail the
children of men, to declare these things to every kindred, nation, and tongue, that thereby
whosoever should believe that Christ should come, the same will receive remission of their sins,

and rejoice with an exceeding great joy.

The Church of Jesus Christ is at the threshold of moving forward and carrying out this

(Continued on Page 11)
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Steinrock

“God Judges the
Murmurers”

Dear Friends,

The Bible is very clear that pcople
who serve God also need to be obedient
and respectful of their spiritual leaders,
chosen by God. In the Book of Jude,
written by the brother of Jesus, the
spiritual lcaders are warned they must
be alert themselves that they do not fall
into all sorts of traps and temptations.

Jude warns that they, and we, are
not supposed to deny Christ. We are
not supposed to commit sins of the
flesh, lusting afier people who are not
our husband or wife, or do like the city
of Sodom and Gomorrah when men
wanted to be with men (be gay). We
are not supposed to pretend to show
respect for others for the sake of our
own advantage {make them like us so
we can get something). And we are not
supposed to complain and murmur
against others and against what God
has given us.

In the days of Moses, the people
were freed from slavery in Egypt and
started their long journey across
deserts to the Promised Land of
Canaan. These people had their own
set of leadership before Moses was
sent, and for many, they were jealous
of Moses’ power and they began
wanting it for themselves.

One powerful man named Korah
(also called Core, rcad Numbers 16)
started murmuring against Moses,
along with his two friends Dathon and
Abiram. They gathered together two
hundred and fifty men who were
spiritual leaders and talked against
Moses and his brother Aaron. They
argued, saying, ‘“Moses, you take too

much upon yourself. These two
hundred and fifty men are holy too.
Why do you lift yourself up above the
congregation of God?”

Moses was shocked and angry. If
you remember the true story, God
called him forth after appearing in a
burning bush. He told Moses He was
going to send him back to Egypt to free
His people, and Moses tried to talk
God out of it. Moses told God, “But 1
am not a man that speaks well in front
of people.” And God told him, “Who
made your tongue? Idid. Ican give
you that power.” And when Moses
hesitated, God offered to send his
brother, Aaron, to be the messenger for
the things God would tell Moses to
teach His people. So Moses went.

And now these people were again
murmuring against Moses and God’s
plan. Korah continued saying,
“Moses, you led us out of Egypt, a
land flowing with milk and honey to
this desert!” And God heard their
murmuring and was not pleased.

Moses prayed to the Lord. He
said, “Lord, I have not taken any of
their money, or offering. I have not
taken one donkey from them, Neither
have I hurt anyone of them.” Then he
told all the people, Korah, Dathon,
Abiram, and the two hundred and fifty
spiritual leaders, “Let the Lord de-
cide.” Tomorrow you two hundred and
fifty men come here before the taber-
nacle and bring your containers of
incense that we light when we pray to
God. God will show us all.”

And when the people gathered the
next day, Moscs warned them, “Move
away from Korah, his two friends and
everything that they own. Now watch
and sec what God will do. If these men
die like normal men, then God has not
sent me. But if the Lord showsus a

new thing, and these men dic in a way
you have not seen before, then you will ;
know that God has sent me.”

Just as he finished saying this
message, the ground made a horrible
rumbling, and a huge crack opened up
right where the ungodly houses (tents)
of Korah and his two friends were.
These rebellious men and everything
they owned were swallowed up and
buried deep in the earth. As the people
ran and screamed, the Lord sent fire
from heaven and it struck the two
hundred and fifty leaders who also had
been rebelling.  All were struck down
by God.

God had clearly showed His
people that Moses was their chosen
leader and they should accept this. But
the following day, thousands of them
woke up furious that God had disci-
plined and corrected them. Again, a
huge crowd went up to the tabernacle
complaining, murmuring against God
and saying, “Moses, you killed our
spiritual lcaders.”

And when they looked at the
tabernacle, behold, a cloud covered it

(Continued on Page 11)
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Great Lakes Area MBA

By Sister Marge D’Amico

Once I was blind, but now I can
see. This was the theme of Brother
Jeffrey Giannetti, Vice President of the
GMBA, as he addressed the Great
Lakes Area MBA at Branch #2,
Detroit, Michigan on Sunday January
23, 2000,

He posed the questions, “How are
your 