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“Ho paura id dio” — “I have fear of God.”

By Evangelist Joel Gehly

“Ho paura id dio” — “T have

* fear of God.” These are the words
of our Brother Giovanni Marino from
Frankfurt, Germany. With this sen-
timent expressed early in our visit, I
knew that God was blessing this
family and would honor our prayers
for the weekend. The Marino family
(originally from southern Italy) has
been under great attack recently by
the evil in this world. This was one
of the main reasons Brother John
DiBattista and I traveled to Frankfurt
in early September to visit and try to
uplift this family. We fasted and
prayed before the trip that the Lord
would go before us and show His
magnificent love. We did not have to
worry as God’s presence was felt
and demonstrated throughout our
visit.

Brother Giovanni and Sister
Filomena are two humble and faithful
members of the Church. They have
two married daughters and four
beautiful grandchildren, Currently,
their oldest daughter (Lena) has
become entangled in the world and
has left her family. Needless to say,
this has caused great heartache and
stress with the entire family, When
we entered our brother and sister’s

home on Saturday morning, Brother
Giovanni began to tell us of these
problems and during that discussion,
he said those words, “Ho paura id
dio.” At that moment, we felt the
Spirit of God come down upon us
while we sat on his little balcony.

The Marino family has lived in
Frankfurt, Germany for many years,
but they are originally from the San
Demetrio area of Italy. Brother
Giovanni is an elder in the Church and
he is a staunch believer in the Re-
stored Gospel. Our brother and sister
travel back to San Demetrio every
year when they have time off from
work and they are a great inspiration
and help to the saints there. Brother
Giovanni will be retiring from his work
in a couple of years and they intend to
return to live in San Demetrio. Brother
Giovanni told us inour discussions
during the weekend, “My burden is
here [Frankfurt}, but my heart is in
The Church of Jesus Christ [San
Demetrio].”

During our visit, the Lord blessed
the Marino family with His love and
presence. Let me relate to you a few
of the blessings the Lord gave to our
brother and sister. On Saturday night,
the Lord gave Brother Giovanni a

very beautiful dream and he awoke
encouraged and greatly blessed (the
details of the dream were not given to
his memory). Sunday morning,
Brother Giovanni came to the hotel to
pick us up for our fellowship. While:
he was gone, Sister Filomena was
getting the apartment ready for our
service. As she was alone, she heard
the voice of God speak to her. He
said, “Continue to do what you are
doing [in serving me].” At first she
was afraid, but then the voice spoke
the message the second time and our
sister said that the voice was a
beautiful sweet voice that gave her
comfort.

We enjoyed a wonderful meeting
on Sunday in their apartment. The
word of God was spoken and testimo-
nies were shared. Brother Giovanni
stated that since the problems hap-
pened with his children, he was having
a very difficult time feeling the spirit of
God and he was unable to cry. During
our visit and our Sunday service, he
was able to feel God’s spirit and he
freely wept tears of joy and relief. At
the end of our service, the Lord in-
spired us to read a verse of scripture
found in Job, the 38" chapter. As we
read that scripture, Brother Giovanni
grabbed my arm and began to weep as
he flipped through the pages of his
Bible. There in the book of Job was a

{Continued onPage 10)
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A message
from the
Seventy

August2002 Trip to Peru

By Brother Dick Chrisiman

The trip to Arequipa, Peru, was

the first mission trip for Brother Justin
Sieverson. The operation of the
mission, including building rentand
other vital mission needs, are given
priority in the mission budget, which
precludes most travel costs. Brother
Justin, as well as other mission
travelers, willingly purchased their
own tickets and were prepared to
finance their other expenses in order
to help further the Gospel. Brother
Justin studied Spanish and had made
preparation for the trip. The prepara-
tion was evident in the seminars and
classes he conducted in the Spanish
language. Both the adults and
children enthusiastically supported the
seminars, which were taught by
Brother Miguel Bicelis, Sister Pat
Christman, Brother Dick Christman
and Bro. Justin.

Sister Sissi Montesinos asked for
her baptism. Her husband was
baptized on our prior visit. Brother
Jose Cardenas, a 16-year-old brother,
thanked God that He prompted some
anonymous donor to fund his surgery,
which enabled him to lift both arms
above his head in praise. He was
unable to lift his arms for 14 years as
a result of scar tissue from a severe
burn as an infant. Others were thankful
for the clothing the saints had donated.

One young couple was struggling
to care for their three children. They
have very little income due to the
reduced tourist trade and the poor
economy. However, they felt con-
strained to adopt two more small

children that were not being ad-
equately cared for. The clothing, and
some help from the Phoenix /Mesa
Sunday School, gave them renewed
determination to care for the children
in spite of their hardships. Brother
Gerald testified he knew it was God’s
will because he had a dream in which
he had a large house and had many
children to care for. He and Sister
Nancy do not have a house at this
time but are living with their parents.
The Lord is directing us to revisit
a mountainous area that has very little
in everyday conveniences but the
people are receptive to the Gospel.
Pray that God will make a way.
Your prayers and support make it
possible.

Special Service at
San Carlos, Arizona
Reservation

A very special meeting was held
in the Southwest Region Conference
on Sunday, March 10, 2002, at the
San Carlos Mission on the Apache
Reservation. The service was special
as itincluded a transition of mission-
aries in charge from Evangelist Dan
Picciuto to his son, Brother David
Picciuto.

Evangelist John Griffith, Presi- -
dent of the Quorum of 70 Evangelists,
opened the meeting with words of
encouragement to all and gave
recognition of the missionary efforts
in San Carlos. Brother David
Picciuto then gave a brief history of
the Mission.,

Brother Dan and Sister Dolores

“first came to Arizona as a very young |

family in August of 1960. The
Church was built in August 1961 and

* they moved to the reservation later
““that year. Brother Dan and Sister

Dolores remained on the San Carlos
Reservation until October 1971. They
retuned in October 1989, Joining

- them were David and Laurie and their

family, as well as their daughter Tina
and her family, and Grandma Nellie
Hoffman. A new Sanctuary was built
in 1996 and they have held many
successful Vacation Bible Schools
with mor¢ than 100 children from the
Reservation in attendance. Brother
Dan and Sister Dolores have commit-
ted their lives to service on the San
Carlos Reservation for a total of 23
years.

A commemorative plaque was
presented to Brother Dan and Sister
Dolores for their many years of faith-
ful service at the mission. Prayer
was offered on behalf of both Brother
David and Sister Laurie and their
family, and Brother Dan and Sister
Dolores. Although Brother Dan and
Sister Dolores will move to Gold
Canyon, which is about 75 miles from
San Carlos, they will continue to
support the mission and encourage the -
Church fo remember our Divine
Comimission toward God's chosen
people.

What is a Missionary?

By Sister Donna Eskut

So often, we hear the term
“missionary” used throughout the
Church, but what is a missionary?
The dictionary defines a missionary as
one sent to do religious or charitable
work in a territory or foreign country.
We have all read reports about
missionaries working in Europe,
Africa, Asia, South America, and on
Indian reservations in the US.
Matthew 28:18 says, “Go ye there-
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and
the Son, and Holy Ghost.” These are
the reports and guidelines, but there is
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-._ 80 much more to 2 missionary.

T have had the rare opportunity
to live overseas, My family and 1
have spent two years in South Korea,
and we are now living in Lima, Peru,
During this time, I have been able to
witness missionaries in the field.
What they actually do is far more
than words could ever describe.

Two brothers visited with a young
sister from Japan in my South Korean
home. We had meetings together, but
the real missionary work came from
the blessings they brought. For my
young children, some of this came
through bubble gum tape (a rare item
in Korea!), a frozen turkey, and a
packet of Sunday School lessons that
they brought with them. For me, the
blessings came when I saw the pure
love they brought into my home. They
brought guidance; it was the type that
only came through thoughtful fasting
and prayer. They brought songs,
though neither are known for their
wonderful voices. These brothers
were ready and willing to do what
needed done for the young Japanese
sister and me. God was using them.

This past year, I was able to see
missionaries in action once again on a
different continent. Ivisited the
mission in Arequipa, Peru. Once
again, I felt the incredible and pure
love of God that is more than words
can describe. When the children
smile, your heart melts. When the
people give their thanks, your own
humility shines because you know that
none of these blessings are possible to
witness without the Lord. The mis-
sionaries who come here regularly do
not know much Spanish, and yet God
is using them in this South American
country to spread the news that Jesus
is the Savior and there is a better way
in life — through The Church of Jesus
Christ. They often bring an inter-
preter with them, but even without
language the work is accomplished
because the love is so infense.

Living in both Asia and South
America, [ have learned a lot about
the cultures, Often, the missionaries
that are out in the field do not have
this opportunity. They are in a foreign
land without the benefit of the native
language, cultural expectations, or

simple knowledge of how to get
around. However, they have some-
thing far more powerful — the pure
and complete love of God. 1 cannot
explain in words the intensity of this
love when you are out in the mission-
ary field. It goes beyond the name of
the brothers or sisters that are work-
ing there; these missionaries are
simply vehicles used by God to do His
work. _

True missionaries are the saints
who give of themselves in God’s
name. It is not their work; it is God’s
work. Missionaries bring the song
Stand Up for the Restordtion alive.
They don’t expect anything from the
people they work with, They are
doing work to tell people about The
Church of Jesus Christ.

In foreign lands, the intensity of
missionary work is strong, but if you
really look into your heart, we each
have that same spirit from God. Each
of us can set an example and spread
God’s word. And each of us can be
a true missionary. It’s all a matter of
opening your heart.

Great Lakes Region
Evangelists visit
Plumbrook, Michigan

On Saturday Evening September
14, 2002 Brothers Lou Vitto, Chair-
man of the Region Evangelists,
Leonard A. Lovalvo and Michael
LaSalla visited the Plumbrook,
Michigan Branch for the first of two
spiritual meetings. Brother Paul
Whitton, Presiding Elder welcomed
the Evangelists and visitors to this
service. Brother Lou Vitto offered a
very inspiring prayer asking that God
would bless the branch and strengthen
it spiritually. We sang a number of
songs and opened with the hymn
There is Not Anything That Jesus
Cannot Do.

To bring our attention to the
opening hymn that There Is Not
Anything Jesus Cannot Do, Brother
Leonard reminded us of his terrible
auto accident. The first man to

approach the car told Brother
Leonard that he must be a spiritual
man to have survived this horrible
accident. As he came to, the
thoughts that went through his mind
were how he had not done enough
for the Lord. He cried to Jesus to
have mercy and help him to recover
from the critical injuries received.
Today Brother Leonard is very
grateful to God for saving his life. He
continues to believe that he cannot do
enough to repay the Lord for His
goodness.

He continued reading from Acts
8:26 & 30 where Phillip, a great man
of God, ran to the Eunuch as he sat in
a chariot and asked if he understood
what he was reading? The Eunuch
said, “How can I if there is no one to
guide me?” Phillip then discussed the
scriptures with the Eunuch. Brother
Leonard said it illustrates that we can
read the scripture and not understand
without God’s guidance. He then
went to Isaiah 53:1-12 where the
prophet describes the sufferings of
Christ, stressing that Jesus Christ
gave His life for us and promised us
salvation. As Brother Leonard
closed, he emphasized that There is
Not Anything That Jesus Cannot Do.

We reviewed the dates of
baptism of each one present and sang
Precious Memories. Brother Mike
LaSaila continued saying, “Blessed be
the Name, how Christ prepared the
way for you and me. We are rich in
His name. How blessed itis to be a
child of the King. Praise God today
for by His mercy we are saved.”

Our Brothers reminded us of
conditions in the world today and how
much more we need the Lord. God
has given us the best and when we
pray the spirit of the Lord touches us
and answers us. The best miracle is
a spiritual miracle. Try not to com-
plain in life, as what Christ went
through is much worse than any of us
have or will encounter, Let us praise
God and stay close and you will see
the many miracles the Lord can
perform. We must stay together and
serve the Lord together in unity.
Pray unceasingly and watch what

(Continued on Page 10)
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Missionary
Benevolent
Association

MBA

What Is the Desire of
Your Heart?

By Sister Karen Progar

We know the GMBA, as an
auxiliary of The Church of Jesus
Christ, is dedicated to supporting the
Church’s missionary work. A number
of years ago, most of that support was
given as financial aid. Financial
assistance was part of the package at
our November 9th Conference held at
the World Conference Center in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania. $5,000.00
was presented to the Missionary
Operating Committee and the organi-
zation pushed towards its goal of
$50,000.00 to assist in the printing of
Books of Mormon in foreign languages.

A crucial growth aspect of the
GMBA lies in the physical support
provided by programs such as Youth in
Action, which has four planned trips
for 2003. Young people will be
assisting with the works in the Inner
City of Detroit; Lorain, Ohio; Holly-
wood, Florida and Dominica. In
addition, two young people are being
chosen for an extended tour in Fort
Worth, Texas that will last the entire
summer. It is very exciting to see the
programs of the GMBA take such bold
and progressive steps.

We were pleased to hear about
the missionary efforts of the Church.
At the beginning of our afternoon
session, Brother Art and Sister Martha
Gehly were afforded the opportunity to
tell the conference about their recent
trip to the Philippines. We enjoyed
hearing about the continued growth in
that area of the world and how the
Lord had blessed their trip with many
baptisms and ordinations. The young
people were also encouraged to take
on pen pals from the Philippines.

I came away from the confer-
ence with an unforgettable theme in

my mind. The theme presented by
Brother David Catalano, in our Satur-
day evening meeting was desire. He
chose to rehearse the story of Elijah,
the mentor and great man of God, and
Elisha, who sought a double portion of
the Spirit of God, which Elijah pos-
sessed. Elisha refused to stay behind
as Elijah went about doing the things
the Lord had for him to do. Brother
David asked us, “Do we tell Jesus, no
matter where He goes, we will fol-
low?” That is exactly what we must
do in order to receive the spirit we
desire. He reminded us as it states in
Helaman 3:34, “Nevertheless they did
fast and pray oft, and did wax stronger
and stronger in their humility, and
firmer and firmer in the faith of Christ,
unto the filling their souls with joy and
consolation, yea, even to the purifying
and the sanctification of their hearts,
which sanctification cometh because
of their yielding their hearts unto God.”
These were good words of counsel for
all of us, reminding us of the need to
pray for the direction in our lives and
particularly in regard to a work we can
do within the Church.

This yielding is seeking the desire
of your heart, while being in the will of
God. Brother Chuck Maddox brought
home this point when he said that if we
do what God tells us, the results would
be there. Each of us felt renewed
with the thought that the Lord wants to
grant the desires of our hearts, parti-
cularly if those desires include spread-
ing the Gospel to the children of men.

Sunday’s meeting was opened by
Evangelist Paul Ciotti, who had just
returned from Guatemala. Brother
Paul felt directed to speak on God’s
plan in our life. He used God’s plan in

.Esther and Mordecai’s lives as an

example, warning us that if we don’t
yield to what the Lord has for us to do,
then He will find someone else to do it.
Brother Paul asked, “How will you
know what His plan is for you if you
don’t seek him out?” It all goes back
to desire. He also asked if we are
preparing ourselves to be vessels for
God? He concluded by telling us that
plans are laid out in the word of God
and reminded us that we must accept

that we are in God’s plan and move
forward. Brother Paul confirmed that
Esther accepted God’s plan for her
life. She said in Esther 4:16, “...and if
1 perish, I perish.” She was not
concerned for her own life, but deter-
mined, having a desire to follow God’s
plan. Because of her lack of fear and
determination, all the Jews were spared.

Fittingly, the congregation sang,
Speak My Lord, after which Brother
Ken Staley shared many wonderful
experiences had in the missionary
work of the Church. Our concluding
speaker was Apostle Paul Palmier:
who stated that he feels that God is
moving His hand and that the Church
will move throughout the world. We
all have a responsibility to do this work
and his prayer is that together we will
be active in the work of the Lord.

GMBA President, Brother Paul
Palmieri ended our conference by
emphasizing that our focus is to bring
sinners to Christ and he challenged
everyone to find that perfect will of
God. Begin praying that God will bless
your good desire to do a work for him.
Be persistent like Elisha and God will
surely grant it.

Make it your desire to attend our
next conference on May 17, 2003 at
the Towne and Country Hotel in San
Diego, California. Thisis the first time
that a GMBA Conference will be held
in the Pacific Coast and we look
forward to a good representation of
membership from throughout the
country.

(""' e

Happiness
depends on
happenings.

Joy depends on
Jesus!
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Editorial Viewpoint . . .

“And it shall come to pass, saith the Father, that the sword of my justice shall hang over
them at that day, and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea,
even upon all the nations of the Gentiles. And it shall come to pass that I will establish
my people, O house of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in this land, unto
the fulfilling of the covenant which I made with your father Jacob, and it shall be a New
Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the midst of this people; yea, even I will
be in the midst of you” (3 Nephi 20:20-22).

These are some of the words of Jesus when he appeared to the people upon this land shortly
after His crucifixion. He was prophesying about the last days (our day). He was telling them
that someday, the Gentiles would occupy this land of America, but if they did not keep His
commandments, they would be destroyed. The sword of justice represents God’s wrath upon
evil. Itistrue that God is a God of mercy, but the Word teaches us that mercy cannotrob justice.
A person, who does not admit their faults and repent of their sins, will not find mercy and
forgiveness from God. Jesus goes on to say that He will establish the House of Israel upon
this land after those who are wicked are destroyed. Jacob, the father of all the House of Israel
was promised by God that his seed would never be destroyed, and that although they would
be scattered and driven throughout time, in the last days, they would be gathered together
again, as arighteous people. A “New Jerusalem” will be established upon the land of America.
Jerusalem was always the city of God, but in the last days, this land of America will become
the “New Jerusalem” where men and women everywhere will see the “powers of heaven,”
and even Jesus Himself, will be in the midst of us! Certainly, those of the House of Israel who
repent will be there, as well as any Gentiles who repent. We already know that the Jews and
the Native Americans are two of the tribes of the House of Israel, but the other ten tribes will
be known to us at that day.

What amazing insight we have about the future! There are so many beliefs and opinions inthe
world regarding the future, but we have been allowed to know the truth! People today say,
“things are getting so bad, we don’t even want to bring children into the world!” Others are
consumed with fears and phobias. Fortunately, we know that “mercy cannotrob justice,” and
things will NOT continue on as they are. It is the perfect time to bring children into the world,
as they will witness one of the most incredible events in history! Imagine living in the New
Jerusalem, and witnessing the powers of heaven! Imagine actually seeing Jesus, who will be
inour midst! Imagine no wickedness or sin upon this land! Imagine there just being one Church
~The Church of Jesus Christ! The Bible teaches us that we will work for ourselves, gathering
food, building our homes, and enjoying the fruit of our labors for a “LONG” time! The Bible
also tells us that this land will become the mountain of the Lord’s house, and all nations will
flow to it. Imagine people coming by the thousands to be a part of this incredible city! Just
imagine living in the PEACEFUL REIGN!

As we enter into the year 2003, some might feel like we are Hving on “borrowed time.” How
much longer will it take for this Peaceful Reign, or “Zion” to be established? “The better part
of a lifetime, in defense of a dream...” Surely that day WILL come. Remember that
whenever God makes us wait for something to happen, or for a prayer to be answered, He
is testing our faith. We must not fail the test! It is time for us to look ahead with renewed vigor
and confidence to that day that awaits us. Let us not become like the people at the time of Noah
who doubted and mocked the prophecy, and then were all drowned in an awful flood. Letus
stand for the truth like never before. Let us be the ones who do NOT bear the wrath of God
when His sword of justice is unleashed, but let us be the ones who are victorious when this
new day dawns for the people of God!
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Bork

The Power of Praise
inSong

Dear Girls and Boys,

Many times grown-ups forget
about the hard times they had as
children. They forget about feeling
rejected or left out by other kids or
being afraid of a teacher or someone
in the neighborhood. People think
childhood is easy whenreally, itisa
time of life with heavy things to learn.
And the way we learn how to handle
things when we are young can last a
lifetime.

So, how do you handle your
worries and often, the worries of
friends or family? What can you do to
be strong enough inside to help your-
self and others? It’s simple, really.
It’s by using your mind and heart to
reach out to Jesus.

When you're walking to school or
laying in bed late at night, you can
have a heart to heart talk with Jesus.
He’s listening. Instead ofjust thinking
worried thoughts, tell Him. Then sing
a song to take away your fears.

In Acts 16:22-31, the Apostle
Paul and Silas were grabbed by an
angry mob of people. They were
beaten and thrown into prison with
their feet locked between two boards.

No one knew what the next day
would bring. Would they be whipped
again while strangers screamed and
shoved them.

Hours passed. At midnight, Paul
and Silas began to sing praises unto

God. The other prisoners heard them.
And suddenly, there was a great
carthquake. The entire foundation of
the prison was shaken. All the doors
were opened and the boards trapping
the prisoners’ feet were made loose.

God had heard these men who
sat, hurt in the dark, and sang beautiful
songs of praise. He opened the doors
for them. The prison could not hold
them. He can do the same for us,

When our hearts are imprisoned,
upset, afraid or ashamed, God can free
us. Follow Paul and Silas’ example.
Pray, speak the truth and trust in God.
Keep trusting in Him even it it’s still
dark. Raise a joyful song to Him. It
works!

Do this over the next terrible or
not so terrible problem you hear about.
Every time you feel scared or full of
worry and dread, pray. Call on God.
Tell Him. Don‘t gossip about your
friend—say a prayer in Jesus’ name,
Then sing a song that gives you hope.

Do you have favorite songs from
our hymn books or the Songs of
Zion? When I'm driving the carin a
dreadful thunderstorm, 1 sing No,
Never Alone or My God! Thou See’st
Me. When I feel heartsick about
others, I sing I Saw the Wicked
Flourish Like a Green Bay Tree, or
Good Morning God.

Turn off your stereo, your CI>’s
and the radio. Turn on the real
power—a song of trust and praise to
God. It will make you braver, stronger
and better. Let a hymn of praise work
for you over and over and over.

With care, and may God Be With
You Till We Meet Again.,

Love,
Sister Jan
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Branch and
Mission News

Forest Hills, Holiday,
- Florida News

By Sister Lorraine Rose

THE WONDERS OF HIS LOVE...

...And Jesus said, “Come to the
waters, stand by my side; I know you
are thirsty, you won’t be denied. I felt
every tear-drop, when in darkness you
cried, and I strove to remind you, that
FOR THOSE TEARS I DIED.” The
Lord calls and we answer and there
are times we struggle to answer right
away, but the Lord never gives up on
us.

We, at the Forest Hills Branch,
have received such an abundance of
His love, spirit and blessings this day
that I wanted to share it with all the
saints. ,

The spirit of God started burning
several months ago. Sunshine met the
Church through Brother Dan Risola,
her fiancé. She enjoyed the fellowship
very much, but had been struggling for
a while with her desire to be part of
this Gospel. Many blessings were
received through the love of God and
she was always mindful of her desire.
Brother Dan also felt the spirit had
touched her and that she was strug-
gling.

Sunday evening, July 28,2002,
we had a Solid Foundation (formerly
New Members) class. The discussion
was from the Book of Mormon,
Nephi’s dream. Sister Pearl had
asked why some of Lehi’s children
(Laman and Lemuel) did not follow
God like Nephi and Sam. The message
was brought out that i is an individual
choice, We discussed reasons why we
would serve the Lord and why we
wouldn’t. A circle was formed and
Brother Scott Griffith felt to close in
prayer. Afterwards, Sunshine was
very touched and we could see she
was struggling. Brother Sam Risola
laid hands on her asking God to “break

those chains that were binding her.”
The gift of tongues was spoken with
the interpretation, “My love was
proven to you through the cross.” Im-
mediately after that Sunshine shouted,
“I WANT TO BE BAPTIZED!”
Praise God!

Sunday morning, August4, 2002,
we met at the water’s edge to witness
another soul surrendering to the Lord.
Sister Sunshine was baptized by
Brother Scott Griffith. What a bless-
ing this was, but the Lord had much
more for us this day.

After a request of hymns sung by
Brother Phil and Sister Linda Benyola,

Sister Sunshine after being
baptized by Brother Scott Griffith,

Brother Jim Speck read John 14:25-26
pertaining to the Holy Ghost. “These
things have I spoken unto you, being
yet present with you. But the Com-
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever I have said unto you.”

The elders then gathered around
Sister Sunshine and she was confirmed
by Brother John Griffith. After Brother
Dan gave his testimony, he, Brother
Scott, Brother Bryan and Brother John
Griffith then sang, There is a River.
Sister Sunshine then gave her testi-
mony to the congregation. While Sister
Sunshine was testifying, a few experi-
ences took place:

Sister Pearl Zinzi saw Sister
Sunshine, her hair and clothing arrayed

allin white,

Sister Linda Benyola saw a
brilliant figure of a man, kneeling at the
sacrament table, with his head bowed
down. She also saw two figures,
brilliant in white, walking back and
forth on the ministry.

The words, “I call and I receive”
came to Brother John Griffith, What a
confirmation of His great Love for us
and His happiness when we obey.

After Sister Debbie Gonzalez
sang If That Isn’t Love, Brother Phi]
Benyolaread John 14:28 concerning
the “Peace” the Lord gives us.

God is truly a living God, giving so
much to those that love and serve
Him. L hope you felt a little bit of this
spirit that we experienced. May God
bless you.

Atlanta, Georgia
By Brother Mark Kovacic

Chance Meeting?

A few Saturdays ago, my
brother-in-law, Brother Jerry Lee
Warden, and 1 were in the Marietta
Public Library (Marietta is northwest
of Atlanta). I was picking out some
new books on tape to be listened to in
the car during my commutes to work.
I overheard a man on the other side of
the shelves. I could not see his face,
but his voice and what he was saying
told me he was an American Indian,

I thought what an opportunity!
Then, 1 hesitated, I started rationaliz-
ing, “It’s a public place, I should be
careful,” etc. But as I started for the
stairs, I stopped and prayed in my
heart, asking the Lord for assistance.

The man at that point also started
up the steps and I asked him what
nation he was from. He responded
that he was a Lakota Sioux. 1asked
him what brought him so far from
home. He said he was there to start
an American Indian Association.
Although he was leaving, I struck up a
conversation with him and gave him
one of my church cards and told him to
call me if he needed any help.

{Continued on Page 8)
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Atlanta, Georgia
Continued from Page 7

At General Church conference I
was telling Brother Richard Scaglione
about this encounter and he quickly
pointed out that he and Sister Lucetta
had worked among the same people
during the three years they lived in
Eagle Butte, South Dakota in the early
1960’s. Brother and Sister Scaglione
were in Atlanta just two months ago
showing slides about the Book of
Mormon and sharing their experiences
from their stay in South Dakota.

Chance meeting? Idon’t think
$0. So, please pray with me that this
American Indian will call and that The
Church of Jesus Christ may have an
opportunity to work with the American
Indians in the Atlanta area.

Fort Worth, Texas

By Brother David Casillas

In September, 2002, in the Ft.
Worth Texas branch, Brother Joe!
Monsivias was chosen by God to be
ordained a minister by Brother Ike -
Smith. The service began like most
others with a comforting introduction
from the minister. There was also an .
invigorating excitementproduced by
intense anticipation and curiosity as to
what God had in store for the congre-
gation that special Sunday morning.
The ordination service proved to be an
emotional blessing from start to finish.

Visitors for the occasion included
Brother Tom Liberto, Sister Bonnie
Smith, and several others, including
some from Laredo, Texas. Quoting
Brother Ike Smith “Brother Joel has
been called by God and God doesn’t
make mistakes.” Brother Joel’s feet
were washed by Brother Pete
Giannetti. Then, filled with tears of
indescribable joy that only God can
bring you, Brother Joel gave a beauti-
ful testimony which was a blessing to
hear. One can only imagine what
glorious things God has in store for
Brother Joel’s future, and for all of our
futures in The Church of Jesus Christ.
Praise God!

A Day Filled with
Blessings at Vanderbilt,
PA

By Sister Peggy Stroko

The day, September 29, 2002 was
started at 9,00 am. as we gathered at
the shore of the Youghegeney River at
Dawson, Pennsylvania. Another of
God’s children surrendered their all to
Him. The winds were calm as Brother
Lawrence King took Margaret Ilene
Frankenbery into the waters of baptism.

‘We met back at the branch, 1o
the Work was sung as Margaret made
her way forward to sit in front of the
congregation. Brother Richard
Lowther was touched by the Spirit as
he laid hands upon her head. He
prayed asking God to bestow upon her
the gifts of The Church of Jesus Christ
and that the fruits of the Spirit would
manifest throughout her life. He then
pronounced the gift of the Holy Ghost
upon her,

Sister Margaret and daughter-in-
law Sister Connie Frankenbery sang a
duet, How Great Thou Art, after we
all greeted our new sister in Christ.

Brother Chester Noifi spoke
saying, “The angels are rejoicing today
that another soul has come to the
Lord.” He made reference to St. John
14:26, “But the Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things
to your remembrance, whatsoever I
have said unto you.” Brother
Chester continued by saying, “We
need that Spirit of the Holy Ghost.”

Brother Richard Lowther fol-
lowed, saying, “Use that gift of the
Holy Ghost wisely and let it work for
you.”

Brother Lawrence King then
spoke relating the experience he had at
the water’s edge this morning, “It was
a tremendous experience for me this
morning because as I put Maggie
down into the water and I looked down
and her body seemed to be so level. 1
couldn’tbelieve it honestly, truly! She
was buried with Christ. I have never
experienced that before. I looked
down and it looked as though her body

was just level there in the water and
when she came up she was a new {
creature in Christ Jesus!” He contin-
ued by saying, “We can’t expect
Christ to conform to us, we must
conform to Christ.”

Our service was continued by the
ordinance of Feet Washing where the
blessings continued to be prevalent.

The meeting was ended in prayer
as we formed a circle of love holding
hands.

There has been much sorrow in
our branch because of the recent
passing of Aaron Darr, Sister Goldie
Hixon, and Sister Susanna King.
Today we are told of two members of
the Church transferring to our branch—
Brother James and Sister Mechelle
Haugh, with their daughters Nia and
Taryn. Now we have another new
sister in Christ, Margaret . Frankenbery.

May God bless our new sister
and our new members!

God is healing our Branch! He
continues to bless us all!

Blessing in New
Brunswick, NJ

On Sunday, October 5th, 2002,
we were blessed with the Spirit of God
in our presence. We were few in
number that day in the New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey branch but none the
less, we know the Lord has said that
where two or three are gathered
together in His name, He would be in
their midst.

In Sunday School, Brother James
Howard continued with the previous
week’s lesson on 2nd Nephi, Chapter
9, expounding on why Christ died and
if He had not died, what hope would
there have been for us? He also
discussed having wisdom, understand-
ing and discernment, We were also
blessed to have our Sister Terry Bravo
from the Edison, New Jersey Branch
visiting us. She was a provided “ram
in the bush” setting the sacrament
table.

Brother Sam Sgro opened the
morning meeting in prayer and the
Spirit of God was surely in his offer-
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.ing, Following was Brother James
Howard, who spoke on Proverbs,
Chapter 4, versus 5 thru 8. He spoke
on wisdom being the principal thing
and the importance of possessing wis-
dom, knowledge, understandingand
discernment. He also spoke on
obedience and how obedience was
better than sacrifice. He implored us
to stay with the Church and “forsake
her not, and she shall preserve thee:
love her, and she shall keep thee.”

Brother Sam Sgro, who read
from Ecclesiastes, Chapter 12, verses
9 thru 11 and 13 thru 14, concemning
knowledge and the whole duty of man,
followed him. Next, Brother Wilbert
McNeil spoke on our promise we
made at the water’s edge, love and
obedience. Brother Ricky Calabro
followed speaking in 1st Corinthians,
Chapter 2, verse 12, concerning the
discerning spirit of God. He also
spoke about the foolishness of God
being wiser then men. We were blest
to hear from all the Elders that Sunday.

During testimony, Sister Terry
Bravo related how she had attended
Sunday School in Edison that morning
and how the young children’s lesson
was on Solomon’s wisdom. What a
wonderful blessing how the Lord
confirmed the message that was
brought forth to us from the youngest
to the oldest!

Sister Maria Canseco Espinoza,
one of our newly baptized sisters,
testified of a vision she had upon
coming to Church. She saw a white
dove flying in front of the church and
during the preaching she saw a bright
light over the priesthood and did not
understand what it meant,

Brother Ricky explained the dove
as being representative of God’s spirit
and the bright light also being the Spirit
of God, as we can truly testify He was
in our presence. :

We enjoyed a beautiful meeting
as we felt God's spirit, goodness,
grace and love in the teaching, preach-
ing, singing, testimonies and partaking
of communion, God is so good to us.
It was asked of Him to come into our
midst and He did not disappoint us. As
our Brother Wilbert often says (using
his mother’s words), “Who wouldn’t
serve a God like this!” Amen!

92-Year-Old Baptized

October 13, 2002 began with
the saints gathering at the Imperial,
Pennsylvania Branch, Under the
direction of the Holy Spirit, it was
decided not to break the congregation
into separate classes. Instead, we
would remain in one group, unified,
singing praises to our God in anticipa-
tion of another soul coming to Christ.
Elmer Bittinger, at the age of 92 was
going to the waters of rejuvenation.
Several of his family members includ-
ing his brother, Apostle Joseph
Bittinger, gathered to support him. The
songs of redemption filled the air. Our
jubilation was great!

Soon the caravan began like a

great train heading to the waters.
Evangelist Jim Moore and Brother Bob
Buffington escorted Elmer into the
water. As Brother Bob lifted his hands
to the heavens, a glorious beam of light
broke through the clouds, spotlighting
the three men, acknowledging
heaven’s delight.

The same spirit prevailed as
Brother Tom Stroko, his grandnephew,
laid hands upon our new brother in
prayer to receive the Holy Ghost.

While the congregation prepared
to greet our newest member, Apostle
Joseph Bittinger took his brother’s
hands. He hugged him and told him
“you’ve always been a good man, a
hard worker, now you will have joy!”
‘What a blessed event to witness!

Brother Bob Buffington, assisted by Brother Jim Moore,
baptizing Brother Elmer Bittinger.

Tampa, Florida

By Brother Peter Benyola

Perhaps Brother Dee Eutsey
missed Sunday school for a reason this
morning.

For the past several months, in
Sunday school, as a group, we have
been reading Brother V. James
Lovalvo’s book, A Dissertation on the
Faith and D octrine of the Church of

Jesus Christ. Today, we studied
Article 23, concerning the Peaceful
Reign and how man will be in the
mortal form when He takes His
children to Zion. We discussed many
topicsincludingthe humbling of the
nation and how September 11 and its
long-lasting repercussions may have
played a part in ushering in the Peace-
ful Reign. We also discussed other

B (Continued on Page 10)



10 January,2003

‘Tampa, Florida

Continued from Page 9

requisites, whichmust be fulfilled
before Zion, such as the coming about
of the Choice Seer. Although we
barely scratched the surface of Article
23, we established the importance of
retaining righteousness inour daily
lives so we will always be prepared for
the coming of the Lord. Brother
George Benyola Jr., who was also
visiting, asked the question in Sunday
school, “Where is Zion to be located? I
have been told probably North or
South America.”

Brother Dee, Brother Dewayne,
and Sister Coco Eutsey, who visited

the branch, had trouble finding the
building, but arrived in time for the
meeting. It Brother Dee’s sermon, he
began by noting that there is a time
and a place for everything. This dove-
tailed astonishingly with akey point in
the passage as well as in our lesson,
“In the timetable of the Lord, there is a
time and a place for everything.”
Another confirmation that the Spirit of
the Lord was in our midst was when
Brother Dee proclaimed that the
gathering in Zion is to take place some-
where in the Americas.

Brother Dee, being absent from
our Sunday school service, had abso-
lutely no knowledge of what had been
discussed before they arrived, How-

ever, he had directly answered Brother .
George’s question and his sermon
overall connected harmoniously with
the focus of our discussion. Once
again, the Lord blessed us with the
prevalent gift of a recently read piece
of scripture or thought splicing with a
sermon. Such a remarkable occur-
rence cannot be dismissed as a ¢oin-
cidence.

1 taught Sunday school for the
first time today. After Brother Dee’s
words converging with our lesson, 1
truly feel that the Lord was with me.
Small congregations like ours in the
Tampa Branch really appreciate
visitors and we are always very grate-
fu] for special blessings like this.

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Collison, Johnand Nicole

P.O. Box 51 o
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Mellor, Kenneth L. and Patricia J.
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‘scrap of paper that had the same verse

of scripture written down. Once he
was composed, Brother Giovanni toid
us that the day that his daughter first
left her home and family, God had
given him this same scripture. He was
even more confident that God was
with him and his family through this
revelation. We all wept and rejoiced
together with him. -

Please continue to remember this
brother and sister in your prayers.
Their family also needs God’s touch -
and we ask your prayers for them.
The family includes: Lena (daughter)
and Antonio (son-in-law): children~
Giaccamo (13) and Julia (6). Marina
(daughter) and Mimmo (son-in-law}:
children— Valentino (11} and

Maximillian(2). Brother Giovanni’s
natural Brother,Osvaldo, is also in
Frankfurt and has cancer. Please pray
for him,

Message from the Seventy
Continued from Page 3

can happen.

Closing comments were pre-
sented by Brother Lou Vitto, stressing
the importance of baptism and not
fleeing from the spirit. “We must put
the Lord first and all things will be
added to you (Matthew 6:33). Do you
feel the same as the day of baptism?
Is it your desire to see all of your
family in the Church? What will it
take? Where are you with God
tonight? We must get out of the atti-
tude of our will and into His. ¥ can do
all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me’ (Philippians 4:13).
Build your strength on Christ and NOT
upon man. We must get serious with
God and not play church. Go out one
by one with a desire to bring one soul
to-Christ. Reserve a seat for the Lord
tomorrow, here and for every branch
and mission,”

The evening service was closed
by singing Remind Me Dear Lord.
Brother Richard Loffredo offered
prayer.
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Sunday morning, September 15,
he Evangelistic services were contin-
ued with Brothers Lou Vitto, Mike
LaSalla, Tom Everett and Frank Vitto
present. Our Presiding Elder intro-
duced our brothers and visitors and
turned the service over to the Evange-
lists. What A Savior was sung and
prayer was offered by Brother Mike
LaSalla. S

As Brother Tom Everett opened
the service he brought our attention to
Revelations and reference to the seven
churches and that they will not be
gathered until they learn'of our Re-
deemer. _

He read from Matthew 24:36-42
regarding Noah and the Ark and not
knowing when the Lord shall come.
“They were eating and drinking, 4
marrying and given in marriage until
the day Noah entered the ark. They
knew not that the flood would come
because they did not believe Noah and
made fun of him as he built the ark.”
“Noah was given the instructions on
how to build the ark and the specific
dimensions. It took 120 years and
during this time Noah was telling the
people for many years that it would
rain. If they did not repent, they would
be destroyed. Many people today are
like those of old and do not believe in
God and will suffer the same destruc-
tion.” Brother Tom asked if we were
on board the ship? At this time the
words from the hymn Ser Her Free
were read. He again asked if we
were sealed on the ship with the Lord?
“September 11 was just the beginning
and if we are running, we must stop
and walk with Him. You never know if
you have tomorrow, if you are not on
board, you are not sealed. We must
repent and be sealed on the ship.
Christ cannot help them that do not
repent. Again are you on board the
ship? Pray and do not jump ship. Fear
not the God who guides the ship’s
helm. If you are on the Lord’s ship, no
matter what comes you will be saved.”

Sister Karen Romanski and
Brother Lou Vitto sang Sheltered in
the Arms of God. Brother Frank
Vitto followed stating that God has a
purpose for us. “Pharaoh asked Jacob
what has been your life and Jacob
replied that he had few sins.” Brother

Frank asked, “What brought joy and
happiness to us while attending church
and what caused the angels to sing?

- Baptism. We were asked if all our

sins were left at the water shore or did
we keep some with us? Direction in
our life is important and without God

- we do not have guidance. Jesus was

baptized as an example and said you
must repent and be baptized in order to
enter the kingdom of Heaven. The
angels rejoice when one soul repents.
Do you want to have the Lord close
the door on you? Then you will not

. have the opportunity to repent. Our

time is quickly passing by and we need
to get up and work quickly. We must
walk and talk with Jesus and remem-
ber America must repent. We must
be aware of where we have our
thoughts. We must get close to God in
order to move forward,”

Sacrament was administered and
several were anointed. Brother Mike
LaSalla asked if we enjoyed today’s
service? “Who would want more
blessings manifested upon them?
Recommend more Fasting and Prayer,
little or no Television and anything that
distracts us from the spirit of the Lord.
If you are not on the boat, you must
get back on the ship. We should visit
with one another, because we need
each other,”

Brother Lou Vitto concluded by
saying, “Therevival must begin within
each of us.” He asked that we pray
for the Priesthood of the Church that
they may spread the word and be in
God’s plan. “We must rid ourselves of
distractions so God can use us to fulfill
His work.” Brother Lou read a story
as follows:

WAS IT CHANCE?

A young man who had been raised as
an atheist was training to be an
Olympic diver. The only religious
influence in his life came from his out-
spoken Christian friend.

The young diver never really paid
much attention to his friend’s sermons,
but he heard them often.

One night the diver went to the
indoor pool at the college he attended.
The lights were off, but as the pool had
big skylights and the moon was bright,

there was plenty of light to practice by.
The young man climbed up to the
highest diving board and as he turned
his back to the poo! on the edge of the
board and extended his arms out, he
saw his shadow on the wall. The
shadow of his body, was in the shape
of a cross. Instead of diving, he knelt
down and asked God to come into his
life.

As the young man stood, a
maintenance man walked in and turned
the lights on. The pool had been
drained for repairs.

A wonderful service was closed
as the congregation joined hands in a
circle around the auditorium while
singing When The Roll is Called Up
Yonder. Brother Perry Vitto then

" offered closing prayer.

* WEDDINGS *

Brother Gerald Morle and Sister
Linda Al were united in holy matri-
mony in Greensburg, Pennsylvania on
September 21, 2002.

Thomas Barrett and Gina Canova
were united in holy matrimony in
Glassport, Pennsylvama on October 5,
2002, .

Brother Jim Bork and Sister Jan
Steinrock were united in holy matri-
mony in Detroit, Branch #2 on June
28,2002.

Kevin Lee Kendall and Lori Ann
Hodgetts were united in holy matri-
mony in Roscoe, Pennsylvania on
September 28, 2002,

Baptisms and
Reinstatements

Sister Judith D’ Appollonio was
baptized on October 27, 2002 at the
Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch. She
was baptized by Brother David Nolfi
and confirmed by Brother Ed Donkin.
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Children Blessed

Danielle Renee Benyola, daughter of Paul Eric and
Dawn Benyola, was blessed on October 27, 2002 at the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch.

Isabella Marie Heathman, daughter of Zachary and
Sister Colleen Heathman, was blessed on April 14, 2002 at
the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch.

Isaac Ryan Abbott, son of Scott Ryan Abbot and
Jessica Ryan Russo, was blessed on October 27, 2002 in
the Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch.

OBITUARIES

ROSE STRANSKY

Sister Rose Stransky of the Atlanta, Gerogia Mission
passed on to her reward on Monday, October 28, 2002.
Sister Rose was preceeded in death by her husband just one
year ago.

VELIA NOLFI DICENZO

Sister Velia Nolfi DiCenzo of the McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania Branch passed onto her reward on September
11, 2002. She was preceded in death by her parents,
Dominic and Anna (Incorvati) Nolfi; husband, Panfilo
DiCenzo; sister Vienna Carrabbia and brother Candido

Nolfi. She is survived by her daughter Nina and son Panfilo -

DiCenzo; daughter-in-law Christina and son-in-law Pat
DiCenzo; and grandson Panfilo A. DiCenzo.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

BELZONER BROWN

Brother Belzoner Brown of the Warren, Ohio Branch
passed onto his reward on August 30, 2002. He is survived
by his wife, Sister Alma Brown; daughters, Karen, Alberta
Rucker, Cheryl Nnandi, Sandy Brown-Dramus and Patricia;
sons Leroy South, Belzonia Jr., Charles and Leon; three
drothers, L.D. Brinner, Melvin Brinner and Joe Lee
Brinner; sister, Mattie Lee Brinner; 17 grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

NORMA ROSELING

 Sister Norma Roseling of the Levittown, Pennsylvania
Branch passed onto her reward on September 22, 2002.
She had no family but is survived by her friends including
Sister Candy Roth. .

KELSEY MARIE L UBIENSKI

Kelsey Marie Lubienski passed onto her reward on
September 20, 2002. She is preceded in death by her
grandmother Donna Koebe and uncle Bobbie Lubienski, Jr.
She is survived by her parents, Daniel and Becky Jo
(Whitton) Lubienski; brother, Taylor Richard Lubienski;
grandparents Robert and Diane Lubienski and Brother Paul
and Sister Arline Whitton; great-grandmother Rebecca
Whitton; and many close relatives and friends.

GRACE (TRUPIANQ) FURITANO

Sister Grace (Trupiano) Furitano passed onto her
reward on June 24, 2002. She is preceded in death by her
husband Brother John Furitano and son Joseph Furitano.
She is survived by her daughters, Sister Rose Mary Ausilio,
Sister Josephine McLennan and Sister Kathleen Furitano;
three sisters, two brothers, eight grandchildren, three great-
grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.

DONALD E. KENDALL SR.

Brother Donald E. Kendall, Sr., of the Roscoe, Penn-
sylvania Branch passed onto his reward on October 29,
2002. He is survived by his wife Evelyn; three sons, Donald,
Kevin and Mark; one brother, Brother John Kendall and
two sisters, Sister Juanita Stanko and Sister Gladys Stanish.

SHALIMAR FANNING

Shalimar Fanning of Lorain, Ohio, passed onto her
reward on September 23, 2002. She was preceded in death
by her father, Jay. She is survived by her husband, Bruce;
mother, Betty Armstrong; brothers, Dan and Steve
Armstrong; brother and sister-in-law, John and Sister Dora
Armstrong and nephew Eric Armstrong.
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Tiny Church Poised for Fight

(Editor’s Note: The following
article, written by Meaghan M.
McDermott, was. taken from the
“Democrat and Chronicle” News-
paper, regarding our branch in
Rochester, New York.)

Forty-three years ago, local
members of The Church of Jesus
Christ pooled their money, time and
talents to raise a house of God on
North Winton Road near Empire
Boulevard.

Now, the tiny church’s twelve
members are pooling their resources
for a different struggle: to keep the
town from using eminent domain
laws to turn their 1.6 acre church
property into a ballfield.

Church leaders say the town is
‘threatening them, but town officials
say their intentions have been mis-
understood. Officials say they’d
never vote to seize the church —
although they'd still like to purchase
the property. ‘ :

Over the summer, church
leaders met informally with town
officials to discuss the town’s
interest in adding the church property
to George B. McAvoy Memorial
Park.

McAvoy Park, home of two
lighted softball fields, tennis courts

and a concession stand, is bordered
by Route 590, Empire Boulevard,
North Winton Road and The Church
of Jesus Christ property.

“The park has reached a point
where it needs to be revitalized,” says
Town Supervisor David Schantz,
noting that the town plans to rebuild
the park. “We’re having problems
with the lighting, the playing surface is
tired and the lavatory facilities and
parking are inadequate.”

Schantz also noted that nearly
98% of all land in Irondequoit is al-
ready developed, leaving few places
for the town to expand its recreational
offerings.

He said the church parcel would
be an ideal addition to McAvoy Park.

“With young families continuing
to flock to Irondequoit, the demand
for more facilities continues to
increase,” he said. '

During those early negotiations,

- the town offered church leaders
- .$225,000 for the entire church parcel
" although no formal purchase offer
“was tendered. '

Church leaders then countered
with an offer to sell an undeveloped
chunk of land behind the church, said
Pastor Andrew Locci, who has lead
the church’s congregation for the past
10 years.

“We just wanted them to leave US
enough room for the building and a

small parking lot, but they turned it
down,” he said.

The church building, with its plain
brick front and austere white sanciu-
ary, holds a special place in Locei’s
heart. He joined The Church of Jesus
Christ as a teen in the mud-1950"s and
in 1959 was one of many who helped
build the structure.

Worldwide, The Church of Jesus
Christ, which is based in Monongahela,
Pa., has about 10,000 members in at
least 24 countries, said Loccl, Mem-
bers of the nondenominational Chris-
tian church believe in the Bible and the
Book of Mormon, but the church is not
affiliated with the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latfer-day Saints.

After their compromise proposal
was shot down, church leaders asked
the town for a letter outlining its
intentions for the property.

They received an unpleasant
surprise: The letter not only spelled out
the town’s desire to purchase the
property, but also appeared to threaten
to take the property through eminent
domain.

Municipalities can use eminent
domain procedures to force a sale and
acquire land for public use, even if the
owner does not want to sell.

According to the letter, “If for

(Continued onPage 10)
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A message
from the
Seventy

Growth in the Philippines

By Brother Ron Giovannone

While visiting with the newly
established missions on the Island of
Mindanao, Philippines this past fall,
the Lord allowed me to witness the
sculpting of a great work just now
beginning to take form. I felt like
Jeremiah, who in the 18th chapter of
his book described watching a potter
working the clay in his hands on the
wheel until he could form a vessel
that could be used.

The work in the Philippines
started a few years ago by a fax sent
to the Church from a man named
Malachi Galing. Several Brothers
from the Missionary Operating Com-
mittee (MOC) answered Malachi’s
repeated request for The Church of
Jesus Christ to come to his town of
Tagum, just outside of Davao City,
Mindanao in November 2000. Just
two years later, and after four suc-
cessful trips, the work has grown to
265 baptized members located on two
separate islands. In a very short time
the Lord has worked with these hum-
ble saints and allowed them to grow
and mature through each step of the
spiritual process.

The saints in the Philippines are
young spiritually but have a good
understanding of the Book of Mormon
and the history of the Church, Brother
Rommel Desoloc, an Elder and
assistant to Brother Malachi in charge
of the missions in the Philippines, has
translated the entire Book of Mormon
into the Visayan language in less then
six months (Visayan is the native
language of the Island of Mindanao).

Within several months, we hope to
have a Visayan Book of Mormon.
This will greatly help in the growth of
the work in the Philippines.

On this recent trip I made in
October 2002 with Brother Art and
Sister Martha Gehly, the saints of the
Philippines took another major step in
becoming well established in the
Restored Gospel. There were five
Elders in the Philippines and eight
missions. Each Elder was assigned to
a particular mission, and the ordained
Teachers were used at the other
missions when an Elder was unable to
be present for their meetings. As the
labors were growing, the need for
additional ordained officers, especially

. -in the Ministry, was evident.

When we began to plan for this |

 trip last fali, our prayers were that the
. Lord would move upon this work and
~ callseveral individualsinto various
- ordained offices that were needed.
- Our hopes were to look for potential
- candidates and encourage their

growth to see them take on more
spiritual responsibility. Asthe trip
approached, it became apparent that
the Lord was already two steps ahead
of us. When we left Pittsburgh on a
30-hour journey to the Island of
Mindanao, the Elders of the Philip-
pines had requested 22 individuals to
be ordained into various ordained
offices, including eight candidates for
the Ministry. Additionally, there were
12 requests for baptism (which
quickly turned into 36 by the end of
the trip).

It seemed like a daunting task to
fulfill theirrequest, consideringall that
we had planned for the brief time that
we would have with them. As the trip
progressed, however, it became
apparent the Lord was using this
opportunity to move this work froma
newly formed mission to a well-
established Church in the Islands of
the Philippines.

This growth was most cvident
among the Ministry. As Brother Art
and I began to form a ministerial
board with the five Elders of the

1

Philippine Elders, left to right: Yolly Yangke, Rolando Caballes, L.ucino
Gutang, Cesar Celestino, Aurelio Galing, Alfonso Dapar, June Desoloc,
Antonio Villarubia, Benjamin Sabino, Orencio Jaso, Rommel Desocloc, and

Malachi Galing.
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Philippines, our prayer to the Lord

- was that He would make His will
known unto us about the potential
candidates and to allow the existing
five Elders to see the importance of
the procedure they were performing.
It was glorious to see how the Lord
took the seven of us and created a
bond that placed us into great spiritual
unity. This spiritual unity allowed us to
see how the Lord had called each
candidate into the Ministry, and
reaffirmed unto us the love that we
had for one another.

It is glorious to see God’s work-
ing hands begin to form His vessels of
clay in the Islands of the Philippines.
By the end of the week, when all the
seminars, 20 ordinations, 36 baptisms,
and children blessings were con-
cluded, we spent the afternoon with
Brother Rommel and his wife, Sister
May, at their very humble home.
There we rested after a long day,
cooled by the shade of the bamboo
awning and the refreshing juices from
a fresh coconut, along with their
family and friends sharing our lives
together, which a few days earlier
seemed to be worlds apart. This will
be my lasting memory.

“With God, All Things
Are Possible”

By Sister Kristy Rogalla
and Brother James Draskovich

The Guatemala Subcommitice
held their second Vacation Bible
School in Guatemala October 28-31,
2002. Sisters Judy Salerno, Karen
Progar, Terri Everett, Kristy Rogalla,
and Brother Jim Draskovich traveled
to Guatemala to participate in this
long-awaited event since last year’s
was canceled because of the Septem-

: ber 11% events, This was the first trip
to Guatemala for Sisters Terri and
Kristy. Evangelist Paul Ciotti, St.
joined the group the following
Wednesday to assist Brother Luis
Marroquin, the mission’s only Elder.

The first Sunday service there
began with our Sister Judy conducting
a Sunday School lesson about the
story of Abraham, his faith and God’s
promise to Abraham. She aiso
concluded with the theme “With God,
All Things Are Possible.” Brother
Luis followed with the theme of the
promise to Abraham in his sermon
followed by the visiting brother and
sisters expressing themselves. During
the anointing of Sister Ana Subuyuj, a
Deaconess at the mission, Sister
Gladys, Brother Luis’ sister, had a
vision in which she saw fire come
down and surround Sister Ana and
the Lord told her if Sister Ana had
faith, He would heal her. Sister Ana

the story of the day. Sisters Kristy
Rogalla and Darlene Marroquin
taught the 7-9 year old class. Broth-
ers Jim Draskovich and Luis Marro-
quin taught the 10-13 year olds, while
Sisters Judy Salerno and Terri
Everett taught the teenage class.
Upon meeting these children, you feel
an instant love for them and the love
they have for you. Even though there
is a language barrier, you are able to
communicate to their hearts through
the love of Jesus Christ.

Monday they learned the story
of Daniel and the lion’s den and the
song No Dinner, which they learned
in both English and Spanish, No Hay
Cena. This song was written by

Children from Guatemala Vacation Bible School visiting the zoo.

later testified she could feel a warmth
go through her body when Brother
Luis Marroquin placed his hands on
her head, and the pain left her body.
Praise God!

The Vacation Bible School
commenced the following Monday
with the theme, “Pillars of the Scrip-
ture,” focusing on the biblical stories
of Daniel, Noah, David and Joseph.
Almost 50 children were present for
the four days. Each day consisted of
a small chapel service, class with their
respective teachers, a craft or activity,
a snack and learning a song relative to

Sisters Barb Nuzzi and Kathy Genaro
of the Ohio Region and remained a
favorite for everyone for the week.
Thank you, Sisters.

Tuesday’s story was about
Noah, which included a triptothe
Guatemala Zoo with a lunch and ice
cream snack. The children were
very appreciative and well-behaved
and all 45 children and 13 adults
returned home safely despite a rather
entertaining ride on a Guatemalan
school bus.

{Continued on Page 4)
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Wednesday the children learned
the story of David and Goliath fol-
lowed by an afternoon of games and
activities with prizes for all ages.
Thursday (the final day) the children
learned the story of Joseph and prac-
ticed for the program that evening
when all their parents and respective
families would be in attendance. The
program consisted of skits from each
of the stories they learned during the
week and songs in both English and
Spanish. The program concluded with
the entire congregation’s singing,
Won't It Be Something to See Israel
Smile in Spanish. It was evident that
the Lord and Israel were smiling at
that moment. The evening’s events
concluded with presenting each
participating child with a bag of treats
and a certificate of completion fol-
lowed by a snack and fellowship for
those attending. Our hearts were
conflicted with joy at all that took place
and sorrow as the children one by one
greeted us for the Jast time with tears
in their eyes that the Vacation Bible
School had come to an end.

Friday, the mission held a service
in honor of the recent graduation of
Rafael’s oldest daughter, Zuli. He is
the mission’s music teacher. Itis
customary in Guatemala to hold a
service to give God the honor and
thanks for such an accomplishment.
The mission was very honored to hold
this service for Rafael and his family,
as this was the family’s request.
Rafael has been teaching a small
Youth Choir at the mission for about a
year and a half and has grown to be a
significant friend to all the membership
of the mission. There were about 60
people in attendance consisting of the
mission’s membership and many of
Rafael’s family and friends attending
The Church of Jesus Christ for the
very first time. The service consisted
of a short address from Brothers Luis
and Paul regarding “putting God first in
all things” and various group and
individual musical selections.

Saturday consisted of a seminar
for the mission with the theme of,
“Conumunication, L.ove and Respect.”

Brother Paul led the discussion refer-
ring to many scriptures pertaining to
the need to love and respect one
another; children, respect your parents.
Parents, provoke not your children.
During the discussion, Sister Karen
was inspired to look for a scripture in
Proverbs that states “a soft answer
turns away wrath,” thinking this should
be read to the group. While she and
Brother Fim were looking for the
scripture, Bro. Paul asked if Proverbs
15:1 could be read, which is the verse
with which our sister was inspired!
The evening was spent in fellowship at
our Brother Lorenzo and Sister Ana
Subuyuj’s home, with over 30 people in
attendance in one room.

Brother Paul asked for the teen-
age group to sing the song, Jesus My
Friend. During the song, our brother
spoke in tongues and concluded with
the interpretation, “O Israel, O Israel,
love you, Israel, I love you, Israel.”
Brother Luis then expressed that he
had concern about the following day’s
events, our last Sunday service there.
During this meditation with the Lord

- was when Brother Paul spoke in

tongues, giving our brother the under-
standing that the Lord was preparing
us for the next day’s events. Aftera
special prayer offered by Brother Paul,

Samuel Oliva asked for his baptism!
This brother would join his wife in
marriage and baptism the following
week in addition to their son, Luis.
Praise God!

Brother Paul then felt inspired to
pray for Brother Jared Marroquin.
During his prayer, he stated he did not
know why the Lord had prompted him
to pray, but during the prayer, he
stated that Jared was to be called to a
work and the Lord spoke and said, “I
have called you to be a Deacon, thus
saith the Lord.” After the prayer,
Jared spoke under the spirit, saying,
“Gloria a Dios, Gloria a Dios, Gloria a
Dios.” Later, Brother Jared stated
while Brother Paul was embracing him
from behind, he could feel someone
embracing him from the front. He also
expressed that he felt a desire during
the week to do a work for the Lord,
asking to be called as a Deacon.
After many other prayers, Brother
Paul stated he had a desire to pray on
all the baptized men in attendance to
call them to a greater work. During
many prayers, gifts were pronounced
upon each member, Sandra Tuche, a
teenager attending the mission also
requested baptism. It was evident

{Continued on Page 11)

Jacqueline Juarez, Sandra Tuche, Samuel Olivia, Concepcion Olivia and
Luis Olivia, all baptized on November 10, 2002 by Brother Luis Marroquin.
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Editorial Viewpoint . .

“Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the
Lord out of heaven; -and he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground. But his wife looked back
Jrom behind him, and she became a pillar of salt” (Genesis 19:24-26).

Lot’s wife made a tragic mistake in turning back to look at the cities of sin that God was
destroying. He had warned them not to turn back or else they would be punished. This clearly
represents a person’s longing for the former life or ways of life, which should be left behind
us, and never picked up again.

“And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back,
is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).

Jesus stated the awful condemnation that comes upon a person when they look back to their

- past, instead of looking forward to the great things God has planned for their life. A wonderful

example was when Moses died, and Joshua was commissioned to lead Israel over the river
Jordan into the Promised Land. God set aside a period of time to mourn over the death of
Moses, but when the time of mourning was over, it WAS over! It was time to move on, forget
the past, and receive God’s greatest blessings that he had in store for Israel. They moved on
into the Promised Land conquering city after city.

In our lives, often times the past haunts us. Be careful brothers, sisters and friends, thisis a
tool of the devil to impede our progress in obtaining God’s blessings and plan for our lives.
When we dwell on the past, we can never move forward. Some may dwell on how someone
has hurt them, and they cannot forgive. Others dwell on situations such as broken marriages
orrelationships, the onset of terminal illnesses like cancer, miscarriage, the loss ofaloved one,
losing a job, and the list goes on and on. Some look back to the life they lived before knowing
Jesus Christ. Theyrevert back to addictions, fornication, lying, stealing, filthy communication
from their mouths, and the like. Jesus sald we are not fit for His kingdom if we do this. Try
driving your car with your head turned looking out the back window. You will crash! It is the
same way spiritually. We have to look forward to God’s next move in our lives, otherwise we
will crash.

No one said it is easy to forget the past. But just like Israel had a period of time to mourn over

the death of Moses, we too must realize that when the past haunts us, 1t must be temporary.

It MUST come to an end or else we can never move on. I love when I hear young people 1in

the Church refer to themselves as “the Joshua generation.” Yes, as the prophecies unfold

before our very eyes, and as we see the “bloom on the vine,” it is time to gird up our loins, stop

the mourning, and cross the river Jordan to obtain our Promised Land! Read The Songs of
Zion and see how every song looks forward, not backward. God wants us to prepare ourselves

to cross Jordan, He wants to establish His Zion, and He wants each and every one of us to

be a part of it, and not be left in the wildemess to die. But if we dwell on our past sins,

discouragements, mistakes, and ways, we will never be fit for His kingdom.

Brothers, sisters and friends, forget the past. You canneverrelive it, or bring it back. Live for
the future. The Bible says without vision, the people will perish. Make a decision today toask -
God to wipe the slate clean in your life. Ask Him to forgive everything you’ve ever done that
displeased Him. Start a new life of looking forward, striving to make each day better. Look
forward and strive to keep step with God’s plan for you. He willlead you from victory to victory
because He loves you. : '
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The

Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Bork
Dear Boys and Girls,

Sometimes we think that we are
the only people with family problems
or that in the old days, people had
perfect lives. This isn’t true. In the
Bible we read about a young girl
named Rebekah who really relied on
God. First, she was brave enough to
leave her family and go by camelback
across the hot desert to marry a dis-
tantly related stranger, named Isaac.

She was young and beautiful and
had never had a husband yet. Isaac
had turned forty years old. He was the
promised son of Abraham, a man who
truly loved the Lord. Abraham was
getting older. He wanted his son {o
marry a woman who worshipped God,
not to statues. He sent his trusted
servant back to Haran, the land he and
Isaac’s mother, Sarah had come from.

The servant prayed that God
would pick out the wife for Isaac. He
told God, “T"11 wait at the well and ask
for water, When the right girl comes,
let her answer and say she’ll give my
camels water t00.”

It was evening, and out came
Rebekah with a big empty pitcher to
fill with water for her family and cook-
ing. When she saw the stranger, she
offered him water and said everything
the Lord had told him to ask!

Immediately the servant rejoiced
and praised God! He’d found the
special bride for Isaac! He gave her
golden bracelets and an earring and
asked to meet her family. He found
out she was a distant relative of Isaac!
This was a godly young woman for
Isaac, and she agreed to leave home to
marry him. Even though she was
young, she trusted God.

When the camels returned over
the dusty desert, she saw Isaac from
far away. He’d gone out to meditate
and talk with God when he saw the
camels returning. She asked who he
was, got off the camel, covered herself
with a veil and went to meet him. The
Bible says he loved her and was com-
forted since the death of his mother.

Twenty years passed with Rachel
loving Isaac and having many respon-
sibilities. But she couldn’t have babies!
She and Isaac prayed to the Lord. God
spoke to her and told her she would
have twin boys. He told her that each
boy would grow into a huge family and
that one of the nations that came from
one son would be stronger than the
other. He said the older one would
serve the youngest. .

Esau was the first baby out. He
was very red and hairy. The second
baby, Jacob, was holding on to the foot
of Esau as he came out. Esau grew up
to be a great hunter who liked the out-
doors. His old father, Isaac, liked him
best. But Rebekah remembered what
the Lord said; she loved the second
baby, Jacob, the best.

When they grew up, both boys
loved each other, but fought.

One day when he was very
hungry, Esau sold Yacob hisrights as
the first-born son. Then when their
father went to give the special bless-
ing, Rebekah had Jacob put on hairy
wool, bring food and tell Isaac, who
was now blind, that he was Esau,

So as God had said, the second
son got the special blessing. Esau was
so angry that he planned to kill Jacob.
The Bible says that Rebekah told
Isaac, “1 am tired of my life because
of the ungodly women that our son
Esau married. If Jacob marries

someone like these women, what good
will my life be? Send him back to 4

‘Haran to find a godly wife.”

She told Jacob, find a wife but
stay there until Esau no longer wants
to kill you. I will send a message to
you when it is safe to return.

Jacob ended up staying twenty
years in Haran. He fell in love with
Rachel, but was tricked into marrying
Leah, and worked six more years for
the flocks of sheep and camel. We
hope that Rebekah, the gir]l who relied
on God, got to hear from her favorite
son, but we know he was away the
next twenty years.

Can you imagine how much she
missed him? Can you think how many
times she must have prayed to the
Lord to keep him safe and give hima
good wife? But she was a girl who
grew into a woman who prayed and
talked with God. Even surrounded by

(Continued on Page 11)
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Branch and
. Mission News

Quincy, Florida Mission

The brothers and sisters in the
Quincy Mission were blessed to have
visiting with us Brother Frank Rogolino
and Sister Pat Huggins. This was truly
a surprise and a treat. Brother Frank
opened the meeting with the hymn,
God Moves In A Mysterious Way.
The verse that he focused on was “His
purposes will ripen fast, unfolding
every hour, The bud may have a bitter
taste, but sweet will be the flower.
Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan
His work in vain, God is His own
Interpreter, and He will make it plain.”
Brother Frank shared many experi-
ences about his son Mark and how his
heart was heavy many times because
of Mark’s life style. We learned a
valuable lesson today about God’s time
is the right time although we may not
understand at the present time. Some-
times we look at just the outward man,
but God looks deep down inside and
sees our needs rather than our faults.

Brother Charles and Brother
Horace have been exhorting the saints
to seek first the things of God and all
other things will eventually fallin -
place. The Quincy Mission has been
blessed with many visitors this month,
as many as 12 visitors in one meeting.
Some of the visitors were family
members of the saints. The visitors
have for over a month been worshiping
and fellowshipping with the saints in
Quincy. One visitor testified how she
has visited many churches but never
felt the love she experienced the first
time she entered The Church of Jesus
Christ. She stated that she’s consider-
ing becoming a member of the Church
soon. We ask our brothers and sisters
to pray for this lady; her name is
Dorothy. Betty Yants who has been
around the church for 20 years also is
faithful in attending and has always
enjoyed the brothers and sisters.
Jackie, a visitor who has been around
the church for many years has ex-
pressed a desire to change her life as

well. Betty is Sister Dollie Holmes’
sister and Jackie is her daughter.

On Wednesday, October 23,
2002, we had visiting with us Brother
Allen and Sister Norma Tepperman
from New Jersey. His mother and a
friend from Mid-Georgia also visited
with them. Brother Allen shared his
testimony and told many wonderful
experiences of how the Lord worked
in his life through fasting and praying.
His mother is not a member of the
Church, but she was very receptive to
the brothers and sisters in Quincy. Ilida
is a young lady from Mid-Georgia who
testified of God’s goodness and mercy.
She does not speak English, but Sister
Norma interpreted for her. She asked
the Church to pray for her family.
When Brother Allen and Sister Norma
asked her about coming to'Quincy with
them, Ilida felt her husband would
discourage her, but to Ilida’s surprise,
he fully agreed to the visit. [lida’s
husband told her he felt comfortable
with the saints of the Church. This
reminds me of the scriptures “Before
you call I will answer.” We must
always let our light shine because
people are watching us.

After the meeting we gathered in
the kitchen to enjoy some hot soup that
the sisters in the mission prepared for
this special occaston. The Quincy
Mission is expecting another treat on
November 11, 2002. A busload of
saints from the Tampa area will be
visiting with us, We invite anyone to
visit. You do notneed an invitation,
just come. _

On Saturday November 9, 2002,
Brother Sam Risola, Regional Presi-
dent, with First and Second Counse-
lors, Brother George Kovacic and
Brother Ron Morle met with the
officers of the Quincy Mission.
Brother Dennis Moraco was also in
attendance. A very energetic and
lively Spirit of the Lord was felt during
the course of this meeting as we
discussed the “Let’s Grow” program
of the Southeast Region.

On Sunday, November 10, 2002,
the Quincy Mission was blessed with a
charter bus of visiting brothers and
sisters from the Forrest Hills Branch.
The Quincy Mission’s Sunday School
class sang This Litile Light of Mine,

I'm Going to Let It Shine. There
were a total of nine visiting elders in
attendance for the Sunday service. We
had representatives from Miami,
Florida to Atlanta, Georgia. The
Quincy Mission would like the brothers
and sisters to know how much we
appreciate the sacrifice of all visiting
the Quincy Mission.

Brother Ron Morle opened the
service from Matthew: 10:5-8, the
sending of the twelve Apostles. He
preached in support of the region’s
excitement of how the “Let’s Grow”
program could help build stronger
branches and missions throughout The
Church of Jesus Christ. He encour-
aged all the saints to tell others about
this Church and invite them to come
visit The Church of Jesus Christ. He
shared an experience of the power of
fasting and prayer. Brother Ron stated
that Atlanta shares meeting facilities
with another organization that holds
meetings on the upper floor of the
facility and they are somewhat noisy.
Even though the group that met above
them became quite distracting, they did
not take the matter in their own hands.
They went to God in fasting and
prayer. During the month of October
the group has ceased meeting there.
Jesus is our true friend He is able to
handle any problem we encounter. The
main focus of the meeting was,
“Freely ye have received, freely give”
There is no charge for the Gospel, just
a commitment to serve God the re-
mainder of our lives and with all our
heart, mind and soul until God calls us
home.

Sister Mandy Griffith sang The
Day He Found Me. Brother Scott
Griffith played the guitar for our sister.
Brother Scott followed our Brother
Ron by sharing a Thanksgiving experi-
ence of Sister Helen Campitelle from
Detroit, Michigan. Her children were
discouraged because they did not have
Thanksgiving dinner, but God takes
care of His own, A man came to the
house and delivered all kinds of food.
We are often reminded of the words
of comfort, “I fed my people in the
time of Moses and I will also feed
them today.” We serve an awesome

{Continued on Page 8)
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God! Brother Scott made an analogy
of sports fans, illustrating how we as
saints should always desire to be
number one when it comes to our
service to God for He has never left us
alone.

Brother Dennis Moraco shared
his excitemnent about coming to Quincy
this weekend. He told his coworkers
about his much-anticipated trip to
Quincy to visit his brothers and sisters.
One reply was “Are you talking about
your brothers and sisters of your
church?” He followed with the same
subject matter of the preceding
brothers. He started with go out and
tell the people about the Church. We
should take every opportunity available
to share God’s goodness. Brother
Dennis shared many wonderful ex-
periences of how exciting itis to go
and tell others of Jesus. He also
reminded us of the many whom once
worshipped with us that need to hear
the Gospel again. Just offer the
invitation. Brother Dennis also men-
tioned that we should be quick to tell
people about this Gospel and invite all.

Brother John Griffith shared with
us how he had planned his life, but God
had a much better plan. As a young
lad he was baptized into the Church
and a few years later the Lord gave
him a wife. There was a very impor-
tant Iesson learned from Brother John
on how we should, “Seek ye first the
Kingdom of God.” Brother John has
been baptized for 39 years in The
Church of Jesus Christ. The Forrest
Hills Branch blessed us with a song,
Till We Meet Again.

Brother Sam Risola, was the
closing speaker, He summarized what
the other brothers preached. Go out
and tell your testimony because the
world is looking for hope and there is
no hope except in Jesus Christ. He
thanked the saints of the Quincy
Mission for all the hospitality and love
shown through the weekend. We had
a beautiful day with our brothers and
sisters. All of our meetings are won-
derful, but to have saints who were
willing to sacrifice their day which
started at 5:00 a.m. in the morning and

travel about four hours to be ina
meeting with us was GREAT! “Love
Oh Love Such Perfect Love” is the
only way we can explain this trip!

The meeting was closed and we
gathered in the kitchen for a meal that
was prepared by the saints. It was so
nice to fellowship with saints we have
known for quite some time and the
ones we met for the first time. It
wasn’t fong before it was time to say
goodbye, but we were thankful for the
time that the brothers and sisters from
Forrest Hills shared with us in the
Quincy Mission.

Ordination in
Monongahela, PA

On November 3, 2002, brothers
and sisters attended the Monongahela,
Pennsylvania Branch to witness the
ordination of Brother Bob Nicklow, Jr.
into the Quorum of Seventy Evange-
lists. Brother Jim Sgro opened the
morning service in prayer and Brother
Josh Nicklow followed with singing the
hymn, ft's My Desire.

Brother Joel Gehly was inspired
to read the scripture about King
Hezekiah in 2™ Chronicles 31:21 and
explain how King Hezekiah was
dedicated in all that he did to honor
God, and that we should have that
same desire and hope. Brother Joel
challenged us if something was in our
life that should not be there, todo a
housecleaning like King Hezekiah
when he told the priests to sanctify
themselves and be prepared because
God was going to do marvelous things.
God’s promises are the same to us as
they were to King Hezekiah. Brother
Joel also told the story about when
King Hezekiah was sick at one point in
his life and was ready to die. Isaiah
came and told him he would die, so
King Hezekiah turned his head to the
wall and pleaded with God, The Lord
spoke to Isaiah and told him to tell
King Hezekiah that he had 15 more
years. King Hezekiah wanted to know
if these words were true, so Isaiah
gave him a choice to see the shadow
on the dial decrease or increase, speed

up or slow down. King Hezekiah
wanted to see it decrease because he
thought that was more magnificent.
That’s the love and promise God had
for King Hezekiah and that’s what we
have in this day and time. Brother Joel
asked us to reminisce about what God
has done for each of us in our lives
whether it be a healing, having a
dream or vision, or going down into
that liquid grave and becoming a part
of His kingdom.

Brother John Mark D’ Antonio
followed having two thoughts inmind.
The word “began’ means there must
be a beginning and we have to start
somewhere as individuals, and also
“seek” because we have to seck for
God. Calling Brother Bob was fulfilling
God’s revelation, Brother John spoke
about how Hannah couldn’t have
children and she pleaded with God that
if He gave her a child she would raise
him to serve Him. She took her son
Samuel to Eli, and one evening Samuel
asked Eli three times if he called him
and Eli said, no the first two times, and
told Samuel that God was calling him.
So he told Samuel to say, “Speak my
Lord.” Sometimes we hear God’s
voice calling us, but we run to and fro.
Brother John petitioned us to listen to
the voice of the Lord, because the
Lord is waiting for us to say, “I'm
ready to hear.” When we do that He
will bless us. Every day He calls us to
step up and be who He wants us to be.
He needs each of us to put things
aside and serve Himn.

Brother Carl Frammolino said the
word that stuck out in his mind was
“prospered,” which is what we do in
the Gospel if we do it right. Brother
Carl explained the position of an
Evangelistusing Ephesians4:11-12 and
Luke 10:1-6, and pointed out this job
involves everyone because when you
give your testimony, you are evangeliz-
ing the Gospel. Brother Carl ntro-
duced all the Evangelists that were
present before Brother Bob, Jr. and his
family sang his favorite hymn, Hark
the Voice of Jesus Calling.

After they sang, Brother Bob Jr.
was ordained into the office of an
Evangetist. His father, Brother Bob
Nicklow, Sr. washed his feet and
Brother Jim Moore ordained him. The



congregation sang the hymns Ready
and How Will the Saints Rejoice to
Tell while the family greeted Brother
Bob. Brother Bob then gave a beauti-
ful and humble testimony.

Brother Paul Palmieri felt to
speak about our responsibility using the
scripture 2" Corinthians 4:2-3, explain-
ing we need to spread the Gospel to
those who are lost. He related a saying
Brother Sam Kirschner used to use,
“Sometimes we think our light is so
small, but you light a candle in a dark
room-and it shines brightly.”

While several of the brothers
administered sacrament, the congrega-
tion sang Af the Cross and My Jesus [
Love Thee.

Brother Don Ross read from
Helaman 12:25, which states that there
will be some cast off, not many and
we have that responsibility to spread
the Gospel to all.

We thank God for calling Brother
Bob Nicklow, Jr. into the Quorum of
Seventy and our prayers are with him.
The Monongahela Branch would like
to thank all the brothers and sisters
that attended this glorious event. God
bless you all.

Lake Worth

By Sister Josie Jasmin

Brother Sam Difalco, visiiing
elder from Michigan, opened our
service with the theme, “The Light.”
God created the heavens and the earth
and He said “Let there be Light,” and
it was done. The darkness was
changed into light at His word. Once
we were in darkness, once we were in
sin, and then there came the light. Our
eyes were opened and we saw the
light, the truth of His gospel. Everyone
needs to be converted and change the
darkness into light through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Brother Sam read from John
Chapter 1, verses 1-9:

1. In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

2. The same was in the begin-

ning with God.

3. All things were made by Him;
and without Him was not any thing
made that was made.

4. In Him was Life; and the Life
was the Light of men.

5. And the Light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness compre-
hended it not.

6. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was John.

7. The same came for a witness,
to bear witness of the Light, that al
men through Him might believe.

8. He was not that Light, but
was sent to bear witness of that Light.
8. That was the true Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh

into the world.

Brother Sam asked, “Are we
walking in the Light?” Walking in the
light of God is the only way to walk. In
Joseph Smith’s experience, he saw the
Light and heard the words, “This is
my Beloved Son.” Let your light so
shine before man and glorify your
father, which is in heaven, Place your
light on a candlestick for every one to
see, do not hide it under a bushel.
Remember that Jesus 1s the Light and
we must let Him shine through us.

Brother Gene Perri followed and
expressed himself on the same theme,
“The Light.” Brother Gene stated that
God enlightened man through Fiis
Word and through His command-
ments. Brother Gene then related the
scripture concerning the three Hebrew
children. They received the Light of
God's commandments and would not
bow down to any idol because the
second commandment forbids it. They
would only bow down to the Living
God. We must walk in the light of
our fire!

On Sunday November 10%, 2002,
Brother Ron Carradi visiting from Fort
Pierce opened our service with a hope
and joy for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Brother Ron is elated to have found
the restoration. We were encouraged
to be strong in the Gospel and have
courage for this day and time. He read
from Daniel Chapter 3 concerning the
three Hebrew children and how they
would not bow down to the golden
image. They were so convicted by
God and his power and they spoke
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with an assurance and courage to
stand up for Him. Truth comes with
commitment—Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were fully committed to
God. He also referred to the Apostle
Paul and of how he was committed to
the will of God and Jesus Christ. We
were asked the questions, ““Are we
willing to go into the fire?” and “Can
we stand the heat?” One thing that we
must remember is that Jesus will go
with us through the fire and sustain us!
Another question was, “Can we make
the same statement that Joshua made,
As for me and my house we will
serve the Lord™?

Sunday November 17, 2002,
Brother Mike Radd opened our service
and spoke on the restoration and the
reign of peace, He also stated that
creation is indeed a fact and that the
Bible and Book of Mormon are frue
facts. There is no fiction in these two
books of God and our Gospel. Brother
Mike read from Revelations Chapter
12, concerning the woman clothed with
the Sun. Brother Ron Carradi followed
and stressed to us that we gain under-
standing through the scriptures, and
emphasized to us the effect of the
word of God in our lives. The scrip-
tures are a guideline to direct us
through life and our way to salvation.
In this case, ignorance is not bliss. The
salvation of our soul should be our
main purpose.

God Answers Prayers

On Sunday, October 20, 2002 1
experienced severe chest pain and my
wife, Ruth, rushed me to the hospital in
Lancaster, California. At &:25am., |
was taken into ER immediately. After
the EKG I was diagnosed with a heart
attack.

My wife immediately called our
branch (which was in service). After it
was announced, Brothers Pat King
and Eddie Nester immediately left the
service to be at my side in the ER.
When they came into the room, 1t was
as if two angels had walked in. They

(Continued on Page 10)
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God Answers Prayers
Continued from Page 10

stayed at my side and gave me great
spiritual support. I was in great dis-
comfort and pain. Soon after, Brother
Sal Azzinaro entered the room and he
anointed me. After Brother Sal
finished his prayer, the heaviness in my
chest and the pain began to subside,

I was taken to a private room and
a battery of tests was performed on
me. On Monday at 3:00 p.m., the last
test was finished and at that time I
was totally free of pain. I was per-
fectly normal. The doctor came into
my room with the results of the tests
and said they could not find anything
wrong and that there was no evidence
of a heart attack and that my heart and
all the vitals were perfectly normal. He
couldn’tgive any medical explanation
for what I had experienced. I promptly
said I could tell him why he didn’t find
anything and I told him my Elder
anointed me and God healed me. I was
released two hours later.

I'm very thankful for the prayers
of the brothers and sisters that were
offered on my behalf. God truly
answered your prayers and healed my
body. I praise God with all my heart.

Brother Pete Ferrante

DIRECTORY UPDATE

I’ Amico, Carmella
425 Beach Ave.
Room #112 West
Rochester, NY 14612
585-663-0930

DiFabio, Rose

526 Deer Run Drive
Boardman, OH 44512
330-758-2183

LaSala, Michele and Celestina
0053 G. Vanderbilt Ct.

Mt. Morris, MI 48458

FPhone (810) 785-4850

Fax (810)785-4851

Locci, Andrea and Teresa
27 Kemp Dr.

Macedon, NY 14502
3015-986-8698

Sechez, Herman and Elaine
2726 Hrinda Dr.
Erie, PA 16506

‘Wood, Shannon
711 SW 4th Ave. #8
Fort Lauderdale, FI. 33315

Note of Thanks

We, the family of Kelsey Marie
Lubienski, want to thank all the
brothers, sisters and friends for your
many prayers, cards and phone calls to
comfort us in the tragedy that we have
experienced. Our greatest strength
comes from the Lord.

Kelsey was a six-year-old angel,
and the shock of the accident and her
passing was more that we can bear.
We would be totally lost without God’s
help and your prayers. Your thought-
fulness and prayers give us strength to
continue life without this little angel,
who was so full of life and excitement.

Your continued prayers are
encouraged, especially for her parents,
Daniel and Becky Jo Lubienski and
her brother Taylor. Again we are very
thankful to all of you who have remem-
bered us during this very difficult time.

Thank You,
Brother Paul and Sister Arline Whitton

and family

Tiny Church Poised for Fight

Continued from Page 1

some reason a negotiated settlement
cannot be reached, the town will
proceed under New York State
Eminent Domain Procedure Law to
acquire the property.”

Locei said it’s hard to misunder-
stand that statement.

“Now they say there’s still room
for negotiation, but according to this
letter we don’t have any choice,” he
said.

Town Attormney Stacey Romeo,
who wrote the letter, said she was just
providing what church members had
asked for.

“We were under the impression
they needed a heavy-handed letter to
take to the home church in Pennsylva-
nia,” she said. “We thought this
language would help facilitate a sale.”

Schantz said the letter was never
mtended fo be a threat and that the
outcry is premature.

“We’re not trying to be onerous
or heavy-handed,” he said. He said the
letter referred to eminent domain
because it is one of the town’s options.
“That’s not to say that’s what we're
going to do,” he added.

Town Board members now are
scrambling to avoid being tarred as
church-stealers.

Michael Garbin said he does not
believe the board would ever support
taking over the site, a process known
as condemnation.

“If we can’t agree to a purchase
offer, that parcel won’t be part of any
future renovation of McAvoy Park,”
he said.

Board members Graceann
Frederico and Paul Failing issued a
wriiten statement echoing Garbin’s
sentiments and rightly pointing out that
the board has not voted for, approved
or even discussed starting eminent
domain proceedings on the property.

Despite the flap over the letter,
Locci said he’s still willing to discuss
selling the empty land behind the church.

“We’re not hostile, but we want
to keep our building,” he said.

Schantz, too, said that he’s
hopeful the town and the church can
reach an agreement over the land.

Nonetheless, church members
are still preparing for a David vs.
Goliath fight.

“Just because we're small
doesn’t mean we're going to lie
down,” said Betty Panfile of Fairport,
who, along with her husband Pat joined
the church 18 months ago.

The Panfiles, other church
members and at least one resident of
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... the nearby Highland Bay apartment

complex on North Winton Road have
been canvassing the neighborhood with
petitions opposing any eminent domain
proceedings.

“If you need another ballfield, you
should be able to find a place where
you don’t have to condemn a church to
build it,” said Pat Panfile.

(Editor’s note: Following is an
E-mail sent to the Church from
Sister Betty Panfile on November
19, 2002): '

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

Good news, our Church is saved!
The town of Irondequoit, NY has
altered its plans to take our Church via
Eminent Domain.

This evening at a town board
meeting, Town Supervisor, David
Shantz, issued a statement saying, “T
want to clarify some confusion. I1do
‘not, and will not, support the use of
‘Eminent Domain as it relates to The
Church of Jesus Christ. We are putfing
forth a new proposal that will keep
The Church of Jesus Christ in its
present location. We will have continu-
ing discussion with The Church of
Jesus Christ {o draft a new plan and
we will be meeting with Pastor Locci
in early December and arrive at a
conclusion.”

Brothers and sisters, we thank
you for your beautiful e-mails, your
continuing prayers, and all your support
and concern. Once again we see that
through prayer all things are possible.
None of us were experienced in
dealing with this type of problem so we
prayed for God to guide us in every-
thing we did. We truly believe that that
1s exactly what happened.

We believe we do not need any
more ¢-mails sent to the town officials.
They were inundated with e-mails,
thanks to so many of you, and they
worked. However, it will be the
December meeting that will finalize
our situation.

God bless you and we’ll keep you
in our prayers.

Sis Betty

Message from the Seventies
Continued from Page 4

Christ was present and the spirit
moved from one person to the next,
including the very small children weep-
ing from the love of God. What a sight
to behold, as the entire group bid us
farewell that evening. many filled with
the tears of joy!

Sunday was the final full day of
our trip. After discussion with Brother
Dennis Moraco, Chairman of the

‘Cuatemala Subcommittee, the Elders

decided to ordain Brother Jared that.
day. Brother Dennis also extended the
liberty to Brothers Paul and Luis to call
anyone else the spirit directed, as
Brother Paul ironically had communi-
cated the prior evening that he felt
others being called. As a result, the
spirit prompted the calling of Brother
Willy Subuyuyj, oldest son to Brother
Lorenzo and Sister Ana, to the office
of a Deacon as well.

The meeting began with Brothers
Jim and Paul reading the responsibili-
ties of a Deacon to Brothers Jared and
Willy, Then Brother Jim washed
Brother Jared’s feet and Brother
Lorenzo Subuyuj washed his son’s
feet. Jared and Willy were ordained
by Brother Luis and Brother Paul,
respectively. During the ordination of
Brother Jared, Sister Judy spoke in the
gift of tongues and the interpretation

~was, “I have manifested myself unto

you. I’ll be a light to your path. I have
anointed your head with o1l because 1
will do great things and my glory will
be manifested to your people. My
Holy Ghost is in this place. Thus saith
the Lord.” This interpretation was
given to Rafael’s wife, a first-time
vigitor. Brother Paul expressed that,
while Brother Jared was ordained by
his father, the Lord spoke to him and
stated that Jared would have the cloak
of humility as his grandfather, Brother
Joseph Ciotti. Sister Darlene then
disclosed while she was carrying Jared
before his birth, the Lord instructed her
she would have a son and his name
would be Jared Joseph Ciotti. Until
then, she said he never knew the
significance of his middle name.
Rafael’s wife stated she saw a
vigion of Christ standing between

Brothers Jared and Willy during the
ordination and His arms raised and His
spirit formed a cloud that hung over
the congregation.

Brother Paul delivered the mes-
sage from I Peter 2:5. He passed five
smooth stones brought back from Israel
around to the congregation. He said
these stones were once rough but later
became smooth through erosion or the
refining process and compared it to the
refining process of the spirit. He ex-
plained that David knew that the smooth
stones were the ones he should use.

In conclusion, there were so
many blessings during this short week,
100 numerous to mention in one
article. We continue to solicit your
prayers for our Brother Luis and his
family and the mission in Guatemala.
We are all very confident that the Lord
is doing a great work there and calling
many workers. We are all very
grateful and humbled to the Lord for
the opportunity to participate and
witness all that transpired, for truly,
“With God, All Things Are Possible.”

The Children’s Corner

Continued from Page 6

Esau when he was angry, and his
crude pagan wives, she trusted God.

And God’s promises were ful-
filled. Both Jacob and Esau grew up to
be powerful men. Esau even forgave
Jacob later and became friends again.
But Jacob still had the greatest bless-
ings. God blessed both brothers; they
each had twelve sons and one daugh-
ter, and thousands and hundreds of
thousands of descendents. The Jews
and the Native American Indians are
Jacob’s children. The Choice Seer will
be from Jacob. Even Jesus, the Son of
God, was born to Jacob’s family in the
future. Every promise God made to
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Rebekah
came true. God keeps every promise,
even through the darkest years, You
can trust Him. He cares for you.

Love,
Sister Jan
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* WEDDINGS *

Brother Kevin Perri and Doreen Dolan were united in
holy matrimony in the Metuchen, New Jersey Branch on
July 20, 2002,

Children Blessed

‘Maggie Dawn Thompson, daughter of Jeremiah David
and Amber Dawn Thompson was blessed on November 24,
2002 at the Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch.

Kerrick Andrew Hemmings, son of Shawn and Sonya
Hemmings was blessed on September 29, 2002 in the
Lakeside, Arizona Branch.

Baptisms and Reinstatements

Sister Jolene Hemmings was baptized on September
22, 2002 at the Lakeside, Arizona Branch. She was bap-
tized by Brother Herbert Hemmings, assisted by Brother
Harry Smith and confirmed by Brother Larry Watson.

Brother Daniel Joseph Pizzaia was baptized on
December 1, 2002 in the Edison, New Jersey Branch. He
was baptized by Brother Bob Pizzaia and confirmed by
Brother Phil Arcuri.

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Spiritual Anniversaries

Sister Carmella Peterkin of the Spartanburg, South
Carolina Mission celebrated her 50th anniversary as a
member of The Church of Jesus Christ. A celebration
dinner occurred on July 14, 2002.

OBITUARIES

We wish (o express our sympathy to those that
mourn the loss of loved ones. May God bless and
comfort you.

ASSUNTA FEOLA

Sister Assunta Feola of the Bronx, New York Branch
passed on to her reward on Monday, January 6, 2002. She
was an ordained Deaconess in The Church of Jesus Christ.
She was preceeded in death by her husband, Brother
Salvatore Feola. She is survived by her daughter, Ilva Feola

" son, Luigi Feola; and three granddaughters, Gina Brown,

Adrienne and Lisa Pacifico.

FENISIA (FRAN) VACCARO

Sister Fenisia (Fran)Vaccaro of the Bronx, New York
Branch passed onto her reward on November 19, 2002. She
is survived by her husband, John Vaccaro; two sons, Louis
and John Vaccaro; two daughters, Elaine Webb and Paula
Kessler; five grandsons; five granddaughters; two great-
grandchildren; two brothers, Al and Armondao Tarantelli;
and four sisters, Gemma Charletto, Sister Pearl Zinzi, Mary

~ Moran and Gloria Barresi.

MARY THOMAS OLIVER DIiFEDE

Sister Mary Thomas Oliver DiFede of the New
Brunswick, New Jersey Branch passed onto her reward on
November 14, 2002, She was preceded in death by her
husband, Brother Joseph Difede; son, Charles Thomas
Oliver; and grandson, Jared Ross. She is survived by her
daughter, Rita Ross; brother, Antone Thomas; five grand-
children and three great-grandchildren.
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News from the Meru and Kisii Tribes

By Evangelist Mark Kovacic

In Kenya, East Africa, The
Church of Jesus Christ has two
members from the Meru Tribe. As
with many of the nations in Africa,
Kenya is populated by various tribes.
Most of the saints in Kenya are of
the Kisii tribe. But Brother Josphat
and Sister Jane Mugambi are of the
Meru tribe.

To give you some perspective,
the distance between the main towns
of the two tribes is about 15 hours by
bus. Fortunately, the tribes are con-
sidered “sister” tribes and their lan-
guages are very similar. (In Kenya,
Swahili is the national language, and
then each tribe has its own dialect.)
We say fortunate, because Brother
Josphat has taken absence from his
family in Meru to be with the Church
in Kisii to labor on the translation and
proofreading of the Book of Mormon
into Swahili with Brother Stephen
Osaka and some other brothers. He
has been in the Kisii District now for
four months on this “labor of love”
project,

Just as important, he is fellow-
shipping with the saints there, as
evidenced by the following excerpt
from a recent e-mail:

“Last Sunday I had a chance to

visit the Church branch of Itibo
[village]. I visited the Church with
Brother Nyangaresi {Elder] and
Brother Julius the Deacon was also
there. 1 had a chance to read a few
chapters from the Holy Scriptures.
The Lord’s Table was also prepared
by the Deaconess and Brother
Nyanyaresi served communion, The
Holy Spirit of God moved and the
entire Church was so blessed. |
enjoyed the whole service along with
the saints. It was so wonderful and
God’s loveisreally unlimited.”

Please remember our brothers in
your prayers, as their work of trans-
lating and proofreading is soon to
finish, so that the saints in Kenya will
have the Book of Mormon in their
own language. What a wonderful day
that will be!

Also, we received a report from
Brother Stephen Osaka, National
Director of the Church in Kenya. He
noted, “The general condition of the
Church is well with experiences of
healings. The Church is making
advance and gains with the restored
gospel. We have new villages desiring
to hear the Restored Gospel.” He also
stated that there are 150 people in
three new villages who have heard

the sound of the Restored Gospel and
many who have received healings and
are looking forward to their baptisms,

{ContinuedonPage 11)
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A Testimony

I was baptized by Brother Willie
Brown into The Church of Jesus
Christ on May 13, 1979. T had hands
layed on me by Brother James
Crudup for the receptlon of the Holy
Ghost.

Sad to say, I leﬁ The Church of

Jesus Christ a few 3 years later after-a
much troubled marriage. I did not
understand why after my baptism,
small problems became bigger
problems. I asked the saints many
questions but my troubled mind did not
find answers.

I left the truth and embraced a
false concept that you can serve God
anywhere. Looking back, the truth
was revealed to me before 1 was
baptized, but because I did not
understand why I was going through
so much tribulation in my marnage,
departed from the faith and doctrine
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Nonethe-
less, God was merciful to me and
gently and lovingly showed and guided
me back home to the true Church of
Jesus Christ.

After being away from the
Church for a few years, an interest
arose in me to search other religions.
Mind you, I thought I could serve God
anywhere and that The Church of
Jesus Christ was not the only place to
worship God. I began to inquire of
people about the Jehovah Witness
belief. I briefly studied with a woman
of that denomination, but I found
myself not satisfied with their litera-
ture and beliefs. They believe only
144,000 will be saved. But we believe
the words of John when he saw a
“aumber no man could number”
(Revelations 7:4-9).

I looked into the Catholic Church
but could not accept that they deem
the Pope and Jesus Christ as equal.
We believe Jesus Christ is the only
mediator between God and man (1%
Timothy 2:5).

As time went on, | heard about
this religion called Islam. I began
searching and studying with Islamic
group members.

Not long after studying w1th
them, T began to ponder in my heart to

" God if I should embrace Islam and

follow this man, Mohammed (since
Muslim’s believe Jesus Christ and
Mohammed are prophets and that

‘Mohammed is the last and greatest -
prophet of them all). While pondering ~

which religion to choose, I had an
experience. I heard the following
words in my mind repeatedly; “Stand
up stand up for Jesus ye soldiers of
the cross. Stand up stand up for
Jesus, He must not suffer loss.” I
didn’t know what to do! Which way
would I turn? I was at the fork in the
road. I had to make a decision. I liked
what the Muslims were saying so |
pushed Jesus Christ out of my mind
and embraced Islam. I took my
Shahada, meaning an oath to follow
prophet Mohammed and embrace
Islam,

I practiced Islam nearly a year
and found myself increasingly un-
happy and confused to say the least. 1
found myself comparing The Church
of Jesus Christ with Islam. I kept the
struggle to myself but I could hear the
ministry of The Church of Jesus
Christ preaching the truth to me in my
mind. Things I thought 1 had forgotten
were brought back to my memory. I
often experienced this when I heard
the Imam (meaning minister) preach-
ing what seemed to be the truth. I did
not witness the power of God’s love
in Islam. I did not witness the gifts of
the Holy Spirit (1* Corinthians 12). I
met some nice people but I was not
satisfied, but very much confused.
God brought it back to my memory
that we ought to go into our secret
closet and fast and pray (Matthew
6:1-8 and 16-18). So I went to God in
prayer and fasting until I got an
answer. God answered me!

I had a dream. I was standing in
a large spacious room. The room was
dimly lit as only a small amount of
natural light filtered into the room.
There were many windows with pink
curtains. Around my neck was a
choker with two cocoons affixed to it.
The choker was more like a thick
cord and very tight. The cocoons
looked like silken threads a catepillar
would spin around itsetf before
transforming into a butterfly. I
remember pulling the larger cocoon

off the choker. I proceeded to open it
- and found nothing inside. It was
~hollow and black inside. God immedi-
- ately gave me the interpretation to
- know that the hollow black empty
-shell inside was me. I chose Islam and
¢ had nothing. “QOutside the fold
‘nothing there, empty there.” | then

proceeded to open the other cocoon,
When I opened it, three butterflies
came out. God gave me the interpre-
tation. The three butterflies were a
representation of my three natural
children. The larger of the three was
representing my eldest child who flew
into the midst of darkness, which filled
this large spacious room. The smaller
(or younger) butterflies were stuck
together. I had to gently separate
them. They too flew into the midst of
darkness, I then proceeded to walk
over to one of the many large win-
dows and tried to open it. I found this
to be a difficult task because the
window seemed to be stuck as though
with old paint. I pushed with all my
strength to open the window. Finally, J
pushed it up and pulled back on the
curtain. I wanted all three butterflies
to make it to the light. I remember
when I opened the window a screen
separated the inside from the outside
and in the lower right comer of the
screen there was a hole. I looked
through the hole in the screen. It was
so beautiful outside! It was exceed-
ingly bright and the plants were so
vividly green. I truly wanted all three
butterflies to make it to the light (John
8:12). That was the end of my dream.
When I woke up I knew God had
heard and answered my prayer.
Within one year God gave me the full
interpretation of the dream.

Things began to happen. My
eldest child wanted to leave home
becanse he didn’t want to practice
Islam anymore. [ was taught in Islam
that your children must pray the five
prayers with you even if it is by force.
So I would make him pray. My eldest
child wanted to live with a relative
who was not in fellowship with God. -
(I remembered the larger of the
butterflies flew into the midst of dark-
ness first). My two younger children
were submissive and followed my
every command, even if they didn’t
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~want to. My second child was teased
1 at school for wearing an Islamic
scarf. She hated wearing it, but would
not take it off despite getting into
fights. I wanted out of Islam, but I
didn’t know how to get out. My two
youngest children were very close,
but they too flew into the midst of
darkness. (Years later they were both
baptized into The Church of Jesus
Christ. They found the light!) In Islam
they believe once a Muslim, always a
Muslim and if you backslide or leave
the religion, you go through hell fire
when you die. This made me scared
to leave Islam but in my heart, I
already walked away. I stopped going
to the meetings and withdrew from all
Istamic functions. I was so frustrated
and confused I didn’t know what to
do, but I continued to pray the five
required prayers daily.
One night I heard the doorbell
ring. It was Sister Cathleen Gamble. I
was happy to see her. She asked me
if she and her family could spend the
night. Of course I said yes. 1 didn’t
realize that God had sent her to me.
She told me that while she and her
family were driving to another sister’s
home to spend the night, a voice told
her, “Go to Sister Anna’s house.” She
told me her husband didr’t question
her, nor refuse because he knew the
Lord was working. I began to teil
Sister Cathleen (Cat) many things that
were troubling me; that had me feel-
g “choked” since I obeyed Islam,
While I was talking to her, she had a
vision. She saw a tall man with long
black hair wearing a white robe stand
behind me, but his feet never touched
the floor and then he vanished. She
said to me, “Now I know why the
Lord sent me here. Whether you obey
The Church of Jesus Christ or not, [
did what I was supposed to do.” She
proceeded to give me much sober-
minded advice. That night I finally felt
free from my conflict. I kneeled to
pray the way I was taught in The
Church of Jesus Christ. I hadn’t done
that in a very long time. The next
morning was Sunday. I awoke vis-
uvalizing my baptism. I decided to go to
The Church of Jesus Christ that
morning,.
It was the Atlantic Coast

Region’s conference that day. As [
walked in, a brother was preaching
and he was welcoming the saints
home! He asked if any wanted prayer
to come forward, My heart began to
pound and race within my chest. I
couldn’t hold back the tears, but ]
didn’t want anyone to see me crying.
The elder said he felt someone
needed prayer but that if they were
embarrassed to do it today, to go back
to their branch and be prayed for next
Sunday. This is exactly what I wanted
to do! I asked God quietly to spare my
life another week so I could return to
my branch of Freehold, New Jersey
the following week and make myself
right. God granted my desire and I
was renewed into the truth. God is so
good, patient and long-suffering!

After attending Church regularly,
I shared with Sister Cat something
that was puzzling me. I told her I
traveled the same route to work daily.
There was a large billboard that said,
“The way home is through Jesus

Christ.” There was a picture of a man

looking into an open Bible. I saw this
for two weeks prior to coming back to
Church. 1 told her that after I had
come back to Church, I looked for the
billboard and it was gone! Sister Cat
replied, “That was for you! It served
its purpose.” God was pointing me to.
the way home, through Jesus Christ
(3" Nephi 31:15,21). Oh what com-
fort to my soul to know Him (Genesis
28:16). I remember the words of
Sister Cat before she passed away,
“The truth will set you free.”

Sister Anapoweia Reid
Freechold, New Jersey

Life Testimony:
How I got Jesus

By Brother Ram Baral

I was born in Nepal into Hin.
duism’s highest caste, as a Brahmin.
My father and forefathers were
Hindu High Priests in the Royal
Palace of Nepal, the only Hindu

kingdom in the world. But although I
first worshipped Krishna and studied
the Vedas and labored diligently in
the Hindu religion, I felt strangely
empty of the truth.

I saw quickly that the Hindu
religion with its emphasis on Karma
and the endless cycle of reincarnation
was not an answer to eternal life. I
searched to find the one true God.
My quest took me from Hinduism to
Buddhism, Lamaism, Taism,
Islamism, Jainism, Sikhism, Judaism,
and all kinds of religions, finally to
Jesus Christ. '

T have studied palmistry, astrol-
ogy, soothsaying, hypnotism, enchant-
ing, snake charming, necromancing,
and all the various offerings of
idolatry, but found them all deadly and
wanting.

Finally after studying in Nepal
and India, I found a Bible and began
to study about Jesus Christ in 1980. I
discovered the truth of Jesus that 1
am not righteous just because I was
born in Brahmin. In fact, Iwas a
sinner. Then I discovered that Jesus
is loving and a forgiver of sins and
His reward is eternal life. I found
Jesus in my heart when I knelt down
and prayed confessing my sins and.by
asking His mercy and power of blood
to clean my sins away. Thus, 1 ac-
cepted Jesus as my personal Savior.
Then I knew I didn’t choose Him but
He chose and ordained me to teach
His truth.

After my discovery of Jesus and
His truth, I was disowned by my
parents and family members. On July
27, 1989, I was visiting the hospital
where my father was declared to die
any minute due to lung cancer. I gota
chance to speak about Jesus to him.
He heard the message so well. He
believed the Word of God, “Arise,
take your bed, and go home.” Then
he left the hospital trusting in the Lord
completely. He never died of cancer.
He is still alive. Then by continuous
praying, love, faith, and by studying
the truth, my mother, brothers, and
sister and some of the neighboring
relatives also believed the Gospel one
by one. ' o
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An Experience

OUR FATHER’S TESTIMONY

Our father, Brother Nicholas
Ritz, left us the most precious legacy,
the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ.
By his example, we learned that “all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are called
according to his purpose.”

He was called at the age of 15 to
be a member of the Church. Later he
becatne a barber, married, had eight
children, and moved from Penn-
sylvania to Ohio; then retired to Miami,
Florida. He was also an ordained Dea-
con and Teacher in the Church.

Through the years we saw a
happy man, one filled with the joy of
the saints. In times of adversity, he
prayed and worked harder to support
his family. He was healed of afflic-
tions many times by calling upon the
Elders for anointing. His trust was
always in the Lord. Dad meditated on
the Lord day and night, often praying
ouf loud, “bless The Church of Jesus
Christ and large family you have given
me.”

“My growth in the Church was
very slow. Now that the Lord has
given me longevity, I read the fine
points of the Gospel, which givesus a
bright future, the building of the
kingdom here on earth; the Peaceful
Reign. Search the prophecies (Isaiah
and The Book of Mormon). If we
have this knowledge, we will exercise
our faith.”

At the age of 96, the Lord called
our father home. He was a “man of
God” to all that knew him, displaying
his unshakable faith in the Lord as the
only way to live. On April 29 at 1:30
a.m,, Eileen was praying for the Lord
to have mercy on our father. In the
midst of her prayer, she heard, “Wel-
come home, my good and faithful
servant... welcome home my good and
faithful servant, henceforth, a crown
of righteousness s for you.” Dad’s
memorial service was on May 1, 2002,
his 81st spintual birthday.

Sister Beﬁy Gennaro
Sister Eileen Katsaras

Our Women Today

Great Lakes Area
Fellowship Weekend

By Sister Linda Boyle

The Great Lakes Area Ladies’
Uplift Circle held a Fellowship Week-
end at the Holiday Inn in Dearbormn,
Michigan on March 16-17, 2002, Our
theme was “Women in Missionary
Work.” After opening prayer, Sister
Joann Cotellesse, Area President,
opened with comments of how she felt
that we would all receive a blessing
and encouraged us to put all our cares
and concerns aside for the weekend.
She also read the 19* Chapter of
Alma, about Abish being the first
woman missionary in the Church.

Our afternoon seminars were
taught by Sisters Linda Ali, Judy
Salerno and Karen Progar. Sister
Judy’s subject was mentally preparing
ourselves to do the work of the Lord
and spreading the word of the Gospel
to those whom we meet daily in our
lives. Some of the ways of getting
closer to God are to study the scrip-
tures daily and fast and pray often.
She also stated that we should use kind
words when we are talking to people,
in order to draw them to the Church.
Jesus Christ is the vine. We are the
branches. He put us on this earth to
bear much fruit.

Sister Rosanne Champine sang
one of her songs called The Pearl.

Sister Karen’s subject was
physically preparing ourselves for
missionary work. Some of the ideas
werte to get your natural lives in order,
including your finances while getting
your physical being in shape.

Sister Linda’s topic was, “Taking
Action.” Afier you have prepared
yourself mentally and physically, you
need to put into Action spreading the
Gospel forth as sisters in this Church,

Sister Ruth Gehly was the
evening meeting’s guest speaker. She
spoke regarding her role as the wife of

a missionary and the support she
provides taking care of the home.
Sister Ruth also shared the blessings,
which she received when she was able
to go on missionary trips with her
husband, Brother Joel.

Brother Rick Elzby from Meaford
and Brother Joel Gehly from Erie were
our guest speakers on Sunday.

Brother Rick expounded on Romans
1:5 in which is stated that we can do
all things through Jesus Christ who
strengthens us. He also read Revela-
tion 12:10, concluding by reminding us
that everyone in the Church, young
and old alike, can be a missionary.

Brother Joel shared some of his
experiences in the Philippines and how
the Lord is opening the door for the
Church with the people there. He
emphasized that we need to shed our
light and people will know us by the
love we show for one another. He
stressed that we must first seek the
kingdom of heaven and assured us that
ali things needed will be added to us.

The meeting was then open for
testimony, which gave us the blessing
of hearing the sisters praise the Lord

- for His goodness in their lives. There

was a wonderful spirit in the anointing
of the sisters, which followed, God’s
blessings were truly felt by one and all
who attended the weekend. We left
feeling inspired to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ in this world.

7 )
Announcement

General Ladies’ Uplift
Circle Conference
Date:
Saturday, April 26, 2003
Time:
10:00a.m,

Place:
Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch

Plan to attend a spitit-
filled day with us!

s %
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Editorial Viewpoint .

In the Book of Revelations, Jesus instructs John to write letters o the seven churches that
were established throughout the area of Asiaminor. Atthis time, there was still only one church,
The Church of Jesus Christ, so these would be like modern day branches of the Church. During
this time, the seeds of apostasy were stirring. Not long afterwards, there was a complete falling
away, and many “copycat” pagan churches came into being, while The Church of Jesus Christ
was taken away for 1260 years.

In these letters, Jesus begins to speak to each church one by one. He points out their
strengths and weaknesses. In some cases He condemns, in other cases He praises. In all cases,
He was speaking the truth to them regarding their condition.

When The Church of Jesus Christ was restored after the 1260 years of apostasy, an
experience was given that we are the “Church of Philadelphia.” One of the churches that Jesus
dictated aletter to, through John, was in Philadelphia, located in Asiaminor (probably inmodern
day Turkey). He said to them:

“I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can
shut it: for thou hast a litlle strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my
name” (Revelations 3:8),

This verse is so prophetic to our day since The Church of Jesus Christ has an “open door”
to the world, and no one is trying to stop us. The Church is going forward throughout the world
with lightning speed! In addition, the Church does have a “little strength.” We certainly are not
like other rich and naturally powerful churches. In fact, most people still haven’t heard of us.
Yet, we have striven to “keep His Word” by being fiercely protective of the faith and doctrine.
He later promises that He would keep the Church from the “hour of temptation which shall
come upon all the world” because we have “kept the word of His patience.” Jesus was pleased
with the Church of Philadelphia. He is pleased with The Church of Jesus Christ today. The
question is, 15 He pleased with you and me mdmdually'?

Just being a member of the Church is not going to “save” you. But we are going o be
Jjudged asindividuals. Althoughitis beautiful to read His promise to the Church of Philadelphia
(our Church today), we should read what He says to the other six churches and check ourselves
to be sure we are not guilty of any of the things He condemns.

The church in Ephesus was one that was very active. They probably were involved in a
lot of outreach programs, and had lots of activities. But they lost their first love. Do we get so
involved in “activities” in the Church that we lose sight of the importance of taking time to
nurture a loving personal relationship with our Father? If so, all the works we do mean nothing.
The church in Pergamos had some who were holding onto pagan customs and rituals. When
we joined The Church of Jesus Christ, did we leave it all behind? If we came from other
churches, did we traly abandon doctrines and beliefs that were false, and accept the truth? Did
we leave the old man or the old woman in the waters of baptism? The church in Thyatira
allowed a false prophetess to feach them that fornication was acceptable, and other false
teachings. Do we hear other teachings, which are NOT sound doctrine and accept them? Do
we allow Satan to whisper in our ear, “It’s okay to sin alittle?” Jesus called the church in Sardis
“dead.” Are we “numb” to the spirit of God? As King Benjamin asked, if we once felt to sing
the song of redeeming love, can we do so now? The world can weigh us down heavily, but is
it worth spending so much time focusing on natural things (which will perish) and lose eternal
life? Lastly, He told those of the church of Laodicea that they were “lukewarm.” Do we come
to church whenever we want, and then criticize everything and everyone? Do we pray and read
infrequently or not at all? Do people around us even know that we are servants of Jesus Christ?

Let’s make sure we fit the category of those in the Church of Philadelphia, With wars
and tribulation around the world imminent, it’s time to stand like never before in the light of His
truth. He said to the Church in Philadelphia, and is saying to us today:

“Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast. which thou hast, Ihat no man take thy
crown” (Revelations 3:11). . : _
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Bork

Zeniff’s Dream and
His Great Battles

(See Omni 27-30 and
Mosiah Chapter 9.)

Dear Boys and Girls,

In the days of King Benjamin’s
father, there were amazing Nephite
warriors who were sent out to watch
and spy on their enemies, the
Lamanites. For over four hundred
years, there had been great hatred on
the part of the Lamanites against the
Nephites. The Lamanites constantly
tried to rob and murder the Nephites,
This was God’s plan to keep the
Nephites close to him. As long as they
served God and followed his laws, He
protected them. Whenever they began
to be a wicked and ungodly people,
then they would be attacked and over-
run by their enemies until they tumed
again to God, and called on Him.

Zeniff was one of the Nephite
scouts who traveled far into the wil-
derness to spy and watch to decide
which group of the Lamanite armies to
attack. He was a strong man and a
Godly man. When Zeniff saw things
about the Lamanites that were good,
he wanted his ruler to make a treaty
with them. But his ruler was a blood
thirsty man who then wanted to destroy
Zeniff, A terrible battle began among
the Nephite army and the greater
number of them were destroyed. Zeniff
returned to his people and told them
what -had happened.

But he still had the dream of a
group of Nephites going back to the
first land they had lived in, that they
called the land of Lehi-Nephi. He

collected other interested people and
started again for the land of Lehi-
Nephi. This land was now under the
control of the crafty Lamanite King ,
Laman, Zeniff and his people were so
eager to live in this land that they de-
cided to make an agreement, a treaty,
with King Laman.

The King made a promise that
they could possess the land of Lehi-
Nephi, and the land of Shilom. He also
forced his people to leave that part of
the land. And the people of Zeniff
began to build buildings, and to repair
the walls of the city and to till the
ground and plant all manner of seeds,
and fruits. As they served God they
began to have many children and
prosper in the land.

Baut this was King Laman’s plan.
He was a cunning man. His people
were a lazy and greedy people. He
had given the land up with a plan to
enslave the people of Zeniff once they
had made things grow and prosper.
He waited twelve years, and then sent
in an army of Lamanites against the
people south of Shilom to attack, and
rob and slay them. The desperate
people fled to the city of Nephi and did
call upon Zeniff for protection.

Zeniff and his people turned to
God and cried for protection and
deliverance out of the hands of their
enemies. They remembered how God
had delivered His people so many
times in the past. And God heard their

prayers. And Zeniff did arm them

with many weapons that were made.
He gave his people bows and arrows,
swords, curved swords called cimeters,
clubs, and slings.

The people of Zeniff did go forth
against the Lamanites and in one day
and a night they did slay three thou-

sand and forty-three men of their
enemies and they drove them out of
their lands. And Zeniff writes that he
did help bury the thousands of dead
enemies, Can you imagine how hard

that would be without all the digging

tools and shovels that we have today?

Eleven more years passed.
Zeniff had many more weapons made
and set guards all around his land so
that the Lamanites might not come
upon them again unaware and destroy
them. The people continued to work
hard and created many beautiful
things. The women were expert
weavers and made linen and cloth of
every kind while the men planted and
grew all kinds of wonderful fruits and
grains. They prayed and waited and
worked.

News came that King Laman had
died. His son began to stir up the
Lamanites in hatred against the people

{ContinuedonPage 11)
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Youth In Action 2003

The GMBA Youth in Action
program is planning four tours for the
summer of 2003, The locations and
dates of each are as follows:

1. Inner City, Michigan — July
19-277. Inner City has a new building
and a Youth In Action team will be
helping make the neighborhood aware
of the Church’s presence there. This
tour will begin right after the GMBA
Campout in Michigan. We anticipate
that many will participate in the kickoff
weekend but we are targeting the official
team size t0 be between 10 and 15,

2. Dominica, West Indies ~
July 25-August 4. Approximately 6-8
young people and a few adults will
travel to the island nation of Dominica
to organize and hold some special
events to try to bring new people to
this young mission. All participants for
this tour must have a valid passport

and must be prepared to pay their own
way for travel and lodging (approxi-
mately $1000 per person).

3. Lorain, Ohio — August 9-17.
The team assigned to Lorain (8-12
young people) will be called upon to
uplift the saints in that area, reach out
to some who don’t attend any more
and publicize the Church in the area.
One of the outreach activities being
considered is having a booth ata
county fair.

4. Denver, Colorado — August
9-17. The group in Denver is growing
and they expect to begin holding meet-
ings soon in a rented church building,
A team of 8-10 young people will be
asked to canvass the surrounding area
to call attention to the Church and be
an uplift to the saints in this remote
area.

As you can see, we have a lot of
work planned for this summer and we
will again rely on the participation of -
the young people of the Church to
make it happen. We will need ap-
proximately 4G young people in total to
staff the above four tours so I would
encourage interested participants to

start signing up now. Where possible,
please indicate both a first and second
preference for location as this will give
us some flexibility in making the tour
assighments.

As a reminder, Youth In Action
participants must be at least 15 years
of age and first time participants must
obtain a letter of recommmendation from
an Elder in their branch, There isa
$30 application fee which helps cover
the administrative expenses of the
YIA Committee. First time partici-
pants will receive a YIA t-shirt to be
womn during the tour. Those who
already have shirts from prior years
should bring them along on their
assigned tour.

Application forms are available
from Brother David Lovalvo, YIA
Secretary. Contact him at
diovalvo@aaahawk.com to obtain a
form. Questions on the above tours
can be addressed to me at
abacommish@aol.com.

Please join us in praying for the
2003 Youth In Action tours.

God bless you,
Brother Jerry Valenti
Youth In Action Chairman

Brauch and
. Mission News

Blessings Flow in
Levittown, Pennsylvania

By Brother Jared Bright

On October 27, 2002, the Lord’s
blessings overflowed in our branch of
Levittown, Pennsylvania. We started
our day off with the blessing of
Danielle Renee Benyola, daughter of
Paul Jr. and Dawn Benyola. She was

lessed by Brother Paul Benyola, her
grandfather. Brother Paul spoke
concerning how Christ had called for
the children to come unto him that they
might be blessed.

Following the blessing, visiting

Elder Brother Jim Sgro spoke, refer-
encing John 3:16. Brother Jim Crudup,
visiting from Freehold, New Jersey,
followed him. Brother Jim spoke
strongly, referencing the hymn, Just
For Me, and how the Lord had shed
his blood for us, and there was one
drop for you and me:-

We then proceeded with the
ordination of Brother Jared Bright as a
deacon. His uncle, Brother Chip Smith
of Herndon, washed his feet and he
was ordained by Brother Mark King.
Later, Brother Jared testified that
while he had attended the Atlantic
Coast Area Campout in September, he
felt that he was being called into this
office, and he thanked God for the
spiritual job that the Lord blessed him
with. Brother Chip also testified that
he too felt that Brother Jared was
being called, and was thankful to be
able to wash his nephew’s feet.

The Lord’s spirit continued to
flow throughout the rest of the testi-
mony meeting when our young Brother
Jeremy Camden stood up and asked
for his baptism. Brother Jeremy
testified how he loved the Lord and
nieeded Him in his life, and that the ball
was in his hands and he wanted to do
the right thing with it. We all rejoiced
in his calling as our Brother Jeremy
had been struggling with this for many
months. Sister Candi Roth stood on
her feet and expressed that she was
excited that she would have company
at the water’s edge. She had asked
for her baptism earier in the week,
She continued to testify about how
grateful she is with the gift that her
dear (also blind) friend Norma had left
her when she passed on to her reward.
Norma was a friend of the Church for

(Continued on Page 8)
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Blessings Flow in Levittown
Continued from Page 7

many years and had witnessed to
Candi. She too had asked for her
baptism, but was too sick physically to
be allowed out of the hospital. Though
we lost a dear friend, we have now
gained a new sister.

We all left with our cups over-
flowing and anticipating the baptisms
of our new brother and sister the
following week. We continue to thank
God for His love and care.

News from Saline,
Michigan

On October 6, 2002, we met in
anticipation of a great blessing, with
the celebration of the 20th anniversary
of the Saline, Michigan Mission.
Brother Dominic Thomas opened our
meeting this day in prayer, asking the
Lord to bless our Mission. He peti-
tioned God to encircle us with His
Spirit in the future, as He has done
over the past 20 years.

Nearly every member of the
mission had a speaking part, sharing
the highlights of the founding of the
misston through the present day
activities of the mission. Spiritual
experiences were related, including the
miracles God performed in the process
of establishing the Church in Saline.
Three families, the Morle’s, Buffa’s,
and Carlini’s, had purchased 44 acres
outside Saline for homesites, along
with the hope of one day erecting a
church building. Around this time,
Sister Leona Buffa had been given a
dream. This dream was related to us
again during our program, In her
dream, she saw a hickory tree which
began spreading its branches. She saw
herself picking the fruit of the tree,
putting it in a basket, which she then
brought home and set in a safe place.
She then awoke from her dream. -

The early group of members did
various fundraisers t6 build the savings
account for a new church building. In
April 1982, the Saling Mission was ap-

proved by the General Church during
the spiritual conference, The first
official meeting of the Saline Mission
was held on Easter Sunday 1982 at the
York Township Hall. Brother Peter
Buffa requested that township officials
rent us the building. To the member’s
surprise and amazement, the officials
did not charge us rent to use the build-
ing for church services! God is so
good!

Brother Reno Bologna became
the first presiding elder of Saline. To
promote the Church and spread the
Gospel, the Saline members held
picnics, hayrides, corn roasts and even
float entries in the Saline Christias
parades. The mission received two
first place prizes and one second place
prize for their retigious floats, These
prize monies were donated to the
church building fund.

Brother Bill Buffa related the
experience regarding the laying of the
foundation cement for the church
building. There had been a steady
downpour of rain the night before;
however, amazingly enough, the
ground was only slightly muddy. As
the work began, there was a concern
that not enough cement had been
ordered. Not only was there enough,
but there was exactly one wheel-
barrow left over; another testimony of
God’s providence. As the crew began
finishing the floor, there were dark
storm clouds closing in. Watching in
astonishment, we saw the clouds
abruptly stop, tum north and bypass
the freshly poured concrete. This
happened three times. Not one drop of
rain fell on the new floor until later
when the concrete had already set up.
Every town surrounding the church
site had heavy rain that night while our
concrete remained dry. What an
amazing God we serve!

There was an acknowledgment in
song of the Saline saints who had
passed on. We sang their favorite
hymns in memory of each of them.

The desire is still alive, to carry
on the work God started when the
saints first stood in their cornfields
outside Saline and envisioned what
could be. May God continue to bless
us as we strive to serve Him in this
little corner of the vineyard.

Hollywood, Florida

By Sister Jan Humphrey

Dina Marie Palermo, wife of our
recently baptized brother, Samuel V.
Palermo III, rendered her obedience to
the Lord on November 24, 2002. The
baptism was performed at Oak Lake
in Hollywood, Florida by Brother John
Catone through the authority bestowed
upon him by Jesus Christ. The ordi-
nance of laying on of hands for the
reception of the Holy Ghost was
performed by Brother Silver Coppa.
Sister Linda Conger from the Cape
Coral Mission sang a very beautiful
and appropriate song No Greater
Love Than This. Our newly baptized
Sister Dina was asked to give her
testimony in which she said God had
been working with her for some time.
Although she had been baptized twice
before in her life, she came to under-
stand during the time she had been
attending services at The Church of
Jesus Christ, the importance of being
baptized properly with the authority
given to our Charch.

Without this wonderful gift from
God of the Holy Ghost, where would
we be today? How would we sustain
ourselves in this evil world of today
where wrong is made to seem right?
The Faith and Doctrine of the Church
of Jesus Christ states that “we believe
the Holy Ghost to be . . . the unseen
power and glory which emanates from
God and can, at His will, manifest itself
in various forms (Matthew 3:16; Book
of Mormon, 1* Nephi 11:11) . . . Pure
and holy, just and good, omnipresent,
full of light and knowledge, and a
discerner of thoughts and intents of
mankind.” Jesus promised each and
every one of us: “If ye love me, keep
my commandments. And I will pray
the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever . . . But the Com-
forter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever I have said unto you.” (John
14:16,26).

Brother Joe Catone spoke about
how Sister Dina had fulfilled the
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scriptures that unless a man is born of
the Spirit, he/she cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.

Brother John Catone stated,
“Jesus causes a great change in a
newly baptized person. Christ suffered
humiliation, persecution, crucifixion and
a most horrible death. He had said
that the multitude would know when
the Pentecost was coming. The
evidence of God’s Holy Spirit would
come upon them. By the mercy of
God, He took on flesh to show the love
He has for each of us, and that is what
we must not lose sight of. Paul said to
the Colossians to walk through this life
as a changed person, using His Com-
forter, through our actions.

“There will always be a battle
between the flesh and the spirit, but
the Holy Spirit helps us through it.
Christ brought the truth that will set us
free. In the world today, many think
that truth is the majority rule, but we
know the truth through Christ’s teach-
ings and the Holy Spirit. Unless youn
have been born again, you cannot see
he Kingdom of God. Praise be to God
for another soul—Sister Dina Palermo
has found the truth. .

Lake Worth, Florida

By Nister Josie Jasmin

On December 2, 2002, Brother
Joe Perri was our visiting elder and
opened our service exclaiming the
goodness of God. Brother Joe, just
back from Aftrica, told us of the en-
thusiasm of the brothers and sisters
there to hear the word of the Lord.
The people of Africa are hungry for
the word and are grasping onto the
Gospel. Brother Joe told of some of
the experiences that were had while
visiting there with other brothers in-
cluding our own Brother Gene Perri.
The text used today was taken from
"he Book of Mormon concerning the
prosperity of the people when they
served him fully, We were encouraged
to be workers for the Gospel and to
spread the good news to all people that
we come in contact with. _

Brother Gene then expressed
himself and was extremely thankful to
the Lord for his travel to Africa, and of
how they survived some serious con-
ditions while there. He gave all honor
and glory to our Heavenly Father. As
our brother spoke to us, the joy that he
felt was passed on to the congregation,
He stated that the Gospel is spreading
throughout the and, and of how joyful
and full of life the people were. They
indeed are very grateful for the Gospel
Restored.

On Sunday, December 8, Brother
Mike Radd opened our service and
read from Moroni Chapter 7, concern-
ing the gifts. We need to give good
gifts by keeping ourselves clean and

“Behold, the spirit of God is
given to every man, that he
may know good from evil;
wherefore, I show unto you
the way to judge; for every

thing which invited to do
good, and to persuade to
believe in Christ, is sent forth
by the power and gift of
Christ; wherefore ye may
- know with a perfect knowl-
edge it is of God”
(Moroni 7:16).

good before God, Remembering
always to pray with real intent, trusting
God for all things. All good cometh
from God! God sent His Love, His
Son, to earth to redeem mankind from
the sinful lusts of the world. Moroni
speaking to the Church said “Behold,
the spirit of God is given to every man,
that he may know good from evil;
wherefore, I show unto you the way to
judge; for every thing which invited to
do good, and to persuade to believe in
Christ, is sent forth by the power and
gift-of Christ; wherefore ye may know
with a perfect knowledge it is of
God” (Moroni7:16),

Brother Carl Romano followed on
the same theme, the wonderful gifts of

God to each of us, emphasizing the gift
of the Restoration, which He so freely
gave to us. “He sent us His Love
through the Restoration. We need to
shine the light for all to see. We are
His children, His saints on earth.”
Brother Gene Perri followed
exhorting us to read the word of God,
and to be thankful for the gift of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. “We need to
serve God fully to prove to the world
that there is only One Church, One
God, and One Baptism. Never be
ashamed of the Gospel! Stand up for
the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Stand up
for the Restoration! Stand tall and firm
for what we have received!”
~ Testimony followed and there
were many thankful hearts praising
God for all His mercies towards us.
Beautiful hymns of praise were raised
up in thanksgiving to our Heavenly
Father for the Gift of His Love, His Son!
Sister Carmela Biro from New
Brunswick, New Jersey has been
visiting with us and has celebrated her
77th spiritual anniversary. We cel-
ebrate with our sister also for the .
many years of her devoted semce in
the Gospel being always ready to
praise His name.

What a M:ghty God We
Serve

Sunday December 15, 2002

As we attempt to convey to the
saints of God the glory of His work,
we reflect upon the words of our
wonderful Apostle, Brother V. James
Lovalvo, “There are no words in the
vocabulary of mortal man that can
describe what you saw.” Yes, the
heavenly glories from God cannot be
described. We try in our futile way to
describe this mighty God we serve and
His marvelous works displayed among
us, the saints of the most high God.

-Once again we stood at the
water’s edge, receiving warm greet-
ings from the ducks and the geese as
they prepared to share their abode

~ (ContinuedonPage 10)
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What a Mighty God

Continued from Page 9

with us. They were positioning them-
selves to witness the great work of
God that was about to be performed.
Being surrounded by the glory of God,
the saints watched them as they
stepped down into the water one by
one from the icy sidewalk that sur-
rounded the waters edge and situated
themselves to behold God’s glory
descend upon another soul.

A marvelous work and wonder
indeed, a soul driven from the land of
Kisti, Kenya Africa, to the blessed land
of America to enter into the waters of
regeneration, into God’s Church, The
Church of Jesus Christ, through
obedience to His direction. There we
stood at the water’s edge surrounded
by all the magnificence that God in His
awesome manner presents unto us.
Watching the excellency of this per-
formance and capturing its glory, our
souls cry out: “What a mighty God we
serve. What a mighty God we serve,
the angels bow down before Him,
heaven and earth adore Him, What a
mighty God we serve!”

Then, in the midst of this grand
performance, we hear the astounding
words of the ministry echoing with
great power and authority, “Zipporah
Onyancha, having authority given to
me of Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost.” Down into the watery
grave, then instantly as the twinkling of
the eye, the soul brought forth, a new
creature in Christ Jesus. I would ask
of you, do you have words in your
vocabulary to describe such a perfor-
mance? Further, just to think that God
{indescribable) the magnificent Direc-
tor extended unto man the authority to
be the actors in this grand perfor-
mance of building His kingdom here on
earth! Brother Alphonso Hopkins was
chosen to perform this baptism. What
a mighty God we serve.

No wonder the ducks and geese
react and take their place to watch this
great and noble event. The sky, the
trees, the warm radiance of the sun,
the water, and the saints humbly
respond to the magnificence of Al-
mighty God and the glory of His

works. We stand speechless as the
tears of glory trickle softly down the
cheek, Thank you God for your
presence and for another soul born into
yourkingdom,

Brother Mitchell Edwards was
chosen to perform, confirming our
sister into holiness,

To witness a baptism, a repentant
soul, burning with God’s love, nothing
on this earth or in this earth can
compose words to describe, “What a
mighty God we serve!”

Note of Thanks

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

I wanted to take a moment to
express my heartfelt appreciation for
your prayers on my behalf. Iama
living witness to the fact that the
prayers of the saints are not in vain. I
want to thank and praise God as well,
as He brought me through the fire and
preserved my life.

I can certainly relate to the
introductory words of that old literary
classic, The Tale of Two Cities, “It
was the best of times, it was the worst
of times.” As most of you know, I live
near the capitol of the Navajo Nation
and work in a public school district on
the reservation. I knew this year
was going to be a challenge when it
began with my administrative assistant
turning up missing in July (only a few
days before I was supposed to leave
for Muncey, Canada for the Confer-
ence of Native Americans), and to this
day no one has seen or heard from
her. A few months later another of
my office assistants lost her son; he
was murdered not far from where we
live. My wife and I knew both of
these women very well. It was shortly
after that that I became ill and wound
up in the hospital with a lung infection,
which eventually was diagnosed as
pneumonia. Iremained in the hospital
for 2 1/2 weeks. '

I know that the Lord preserved
my life as the doctors could not find an
antibiotic that would stop my fevers
and slow down the fluid build-up in my

lung cavity. One day Brother Ron
Brutz and his family came to visit me *
in the hospital and he anointed me,
pouring his heart out to the Lord on my
behalf. I have not had a fever since
that day, Praise God. I have never
been in the hospital before, except
when I was a young man in Europe,
and I have never had to face such a
serious challenge to my health. 1
cannot begin to tell you what a blessing
it was to receive all of your e-mails,
cards, phone calls and visits, I'm
doing much better now as I am now
back at work after being on sick leave
for over three months, I thank

God for The Church of Jesus Christ,
and may God bless each and every
one of you. '

With Love in Christ,
Brother Larry Watson

Rest In Me
By Sister Patty Kerby
He holds me up when
I feel like fatling,
He says be still
And calms my anxious heart.

He says don’t fear,

" I’'m the one that holds tomorrow.

Just hold my hand
And trust me for today.

He fills my emptiness
With His love so glorious
And shows grace to me,
Though undeserved.

Trust in me my child, o
My hands still hold the universe,
Your life is precious

And I’'m in control.

Rest in my love,

Your life is exposed before me,
I see vour need before

You ask.

I’'m always there when
You seek forgiveness.
I am still your father
And youmy child.
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Notice

r

The Songs of Zion hard
cover songbooks are now avail-
able at the Print House for the
price of $8.50 each, plus postage.
To order call, write or e-mail;

The Church of Jesus Christ
: Print House
8282 Boettner Rd.
Bridgewater, MI 48115 -
734-429-5080
CofICPH@msn.com

\ J

News from the Meru and Kisii
Tribes

Continued from Page 1

The three villages are Kakamega,
Birongo, and Menyinkwa.

One of the strongest testimonies
of the power of the Gospel is the
repentance and conversion of those
who had practiced witcheraft. We
thank the Lord that He is the same
today as in the days of the ancient
apostles. {(Remember Simon of Acts
8.9-137) Let’s also pray that the Lord
will provide the funds to build the
Church’s first permanent structure in
Kenya, a simple chapel that will be
used as the headquarters building and
as the new location for the vocational
school that assists the children of the
saints by teaching practical, vocational
trade skills.

The Children’s Corner

Continued from Page 6

of Zeniff. The spies that Zeniff had
hiding in the wild country saw the
great army of the Lamanites begin to
gather; they were going to attack upon
the north of the land of Shilom,
Zeniff’s people were ready. They
evacuated their cities. The women and
children were sent by the hundreds to

hiding places in the wilderness. Can
you imagine how you would feel if you
were going without your father hiking
into the mountains or jungles to be
hidden from thousands of murderous
enemies? There wouldn’t be any
stores, or baths, or warm water. May-
be they had a llama or vicuna to carry
some things but the bigger children
would have to help the smaller ones
across rugged rocks to the hiding place

* where wild animals lived. Radios,
telephones, airplanes were not in-

vented so there would be no way of
knowing if their dad, or your brother

‘was dead or alive in the battle.

The old men and every young
man that could carry a weapon were
gathered together to go to battle.
Zeniff also was in his old age. Zeniff
writes that he placed them in their
ranks, every man according to his age.
He reminded them that they were
fighting for their lives against an
enemy who thought they deserved to
die. All they knew was that they could
pray and trust God and they
did. Zeniff’s army went out in the
strength of the Lord.

The Lamanite army came upon
them, armed this time with all the wea-

- pons like Zeniff's people had. They
- had their heads shaved and wore a

leather girdle about their bodies. They
were a wild, and fierce, bloodthirsty
people. They must be fought face to
face, man against man, and they out-
numbered the people of Zeniff.

But God gave great strength to

- the army of Zeniff. They killed their

attackers with a great slaughter, even
so many that they could not count
them. They drove them out of their
land. The grateful people thanked God
and were reunited with their families
and children. Can you imagine the joy
that you would feel to see your dad or
brother or uncle walk in the door safe?
The people of Zeniff returned to their
land to live and plant crops. Their God
had delivered them. He is the same
God that we serve. When we follow
His commandments he blesses us.
When we pull away and are hard-
hearted or boastful about all that we
think we can do, then we are setting
ourselves up for trouble.

Remember, we serve a jealous

God. He expects us to talk with Him
and call upon Him. He is deserving of
all our praise. Just as He delivered the
children of Zeniff, He will deliver us
when we call upon His name. He
cares for us. ‘

Withlove,
Sister Jan

| OBITUARIES

We wish to express our sympa-
thy to those that mourn the loss of
loved ones. May God bless and

comfort you.

MARY (D’ANTONIQ) ROSS

Sister Mary (D’Antonio) Ross of
the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch
passed on to her reward on December
13, 2002. She was preceeded in death
by her husband, John; one daughter,
and two sons, Alma and William and
her brother Frank. She is survived by
two brothers, Fred and Anthony; two
sons, Anthony and John, Jr.; four
daughters-in-law, Angie, Judith, Connie
and Doris; 11 grandchildren and 20
great-grandchildren.

ROBERT SMITH

Brother Robert L. Smith of the
Lorain, Ohio Branch passed on to his
reward on. December 31, 2002. He is
survived by his wife, Deloris; sons,
Robert Jr., Ron and Dennis; brothers,
Frank and John; six grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren,

FRANCES (CAMPO) CECE

Sister Frances (Campo) Cece of
the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch
passed on to her reward on December
3, 2002. She was preceded in death by
her father, Brother Frank Campo;
mother, Sister Rosa Campo; and her
sisters, Mary and Annie Campo. She is
survived by her husband, John Cece;
daughters, Diane Laratta, Carolyn
Cleland, and Shirene Clements,
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Baptisms and Reinstatements

Sister Marisol Muljica was baptized on January 12,
2003 in the Edison, New Jersey Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Johnathan Olexa, and confirmed by Brother Bob
Pizzaia.

Brother Jeremy Leigh Camden was baptized on
November 3, 2002 in the Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch.
He was baptized by Brother Jerry Valenti and confirmed by
Brother Mark King.

Sister Candi Roth was baptized on November 3, 2002
in the Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Jerry Valenti and confirmed by Brother Sam
Dell.

Brother Andrew James Tarbuk was baptized on
December 22, 2002 in the Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch,
He was baptized by Brother Dan Buffington and confirmed
by Brother Jim Moore.

Sister Sarah Marie Buffington was baptized on
December 22, 2002 in the Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch.
She was baptized by Brother Jim Calabro and confirmed by
Brother Bob Buffington.

Sister Angela Leah Yoder was baptized on December
22, 2002 in the Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Jim Calabro and confirmed by Brother
BobBuffington.

Sister Dina Marie Palermo was baptized on November
24", 2002 in the Hollywood, Florida Branch. She was
baptized by Brother John Catone and confirmed by Brother
Silver Coppa. :

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Children Blessed

Anna Christina DiMelis, daughter of Brother Dino and
Sister Chrisina DeMelis was blessed on September 15, 2002
at Detroit, Michigan Branch #2.

River Sofye John, daughter of Brook Antone and
Gloria Marilyn John, was blessed on October 13, 2002 at
the Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada.

Skyler Domthi John, son of Shannon Knight and Gloria
Marilyn John, was blessed on October 13, 2002 at the
Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada.

Amber Dawn Jannina Salter, daughter of Don Salter

.and Heather Nicholas was blessed on October 13, 2002 at

the Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada.

Nathan Edward Tonkonoh, son of Michael Edward
and Cheryl Gail Snake, was blessed on October 28, 2002 at
the Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada.

Jaden Anthony Smith, son of Sister Joinne Faschilla

. .and Darryl Smith, was blessed on November 24, 2002 in the

Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch:

Christopher Rocco D’ Alimonte, son of Sister Jennifer
and Frank D’ Alimonte was blessed on June 30, 2002 at the
Windsor, Ontario Branch. :

Christopher Jerome Boyd, Jr., son of Tammy Boyd, was
blessed on September 1, 2002 atthe Windsor, Ontario Branch.

Jesse Peltier, son of Brother Mark and Sister Sophie
Peltier, was blessed on November 1, 2002 at the Windsor,

Omntario Branch.

Steven James Jordan, son of Sister Rachel and Jim
Jordan was blessed on November 1, 2002 at the Windsor,
Ontario Branch.,

DIRECTORY UPDATE

Hemmings, David
6064 Woodland Parkway
Lakeside, AZ 85929

Jacqui King
. 201 Union Avenue
QOakdale, Pennsylvanta 15071

- Miller, Jim and Bonnie
3383 Mary Teal Lane
‘Burlington, KY 41005-8031 -
859.586-6948
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Missionary Visit to Nigeria, West Africa

By Evangelist J. Joseph Perri

Many years ago, when plans
were being made for my first trip to
Nigeria, Brother John Ross who at
the time was in charge of the mis-
sionary work in Africa, told me, -
“Brother Joe you are going to fall in
love with the African people, in
particular those who have become
your brothers and sisters in Christ.
You will want to keep going back to
visit.” Those words spoken by this
great Missionary Evangelist certainly
were profound, because I have fallen
in love with the African brothers and
sisters, not only in Nigeria, but in
Ghana and in Kenya also. They are a
beautiful people and words are
inadequate to describe the feeling
experienced when you get to know
them, to experience their love and-
appreciation for our visits.

Several years passed since the
last visit was made to Nigeria. The
tragedy of 9 /11 and the problems in
that country caused us to postpone
our trip in 2001. Correspondence
was received from our Church
Director Evangelist George Arthur
on a number of occasions informing
us of the desire the brothers and
sisters had to see us and that they
were praying God would prepare and
open the way for our returmn visit.

After much prayer and planning the
day arrived for five missionaries to
begin the journey to visit the saints of
The Church of Jesus Christ in Nigeria.
This visit to Nigeria, Africa '
would be the first for Apostle Paul
Benyola, Evangelist Eugene Perri, and
Elder Frank Natoli. Brother Lyle

Criscuolo was returning for the second
time. Too many for me to count. Upon
our arrival at the Port Harcourt '
Airport, a group of approximately 1'5
brothers along with Sister Agnes
Arthur came to welcome us. We were
so blessed to see and greet this large
group of our beloved brothers and
sisters that traveled 3 1/2 hours from
their homes, over dangerous roads.

(Continued on Page 3)

Left to right: Evangelist Eugene Perri, Evangelist George Frank Arthur,
Nigerian Church Director, Apostle Paui Benyola, Elder Robert Ekpo, Elder

Lyle Criscuolo, Elder Joseph Arthur, Elder Joseph Usoro, Elder Frank '
Natoli, Evangelist J. Joseph Perri, and kneeling is elder Donald item.
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A message
from the
Seventy

Missionaries Needed to Spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ

By John Griffith, Quorum of Seventy Evangelists President
Eugene Perri, Quorum Vice President

- The Quorum of Seventy Evan-
gelists has been authorized by the
General Church Conference. to create
a pilot program, introducing a new
concept of administration to handle
the outpouring of God’s love to His
Creation throughout the World.
Covering a ten-year period, over
twenty new countries have now
received the Gospel of Jesus Christ
through our humble missionary
endeavors. “All Praise be to God, our
Father.” We acknowledge all who
have offered past missionary support
and encourage all ages to become
involved. Because of our growth
expectation in the missionary ficlds,
we are creating many new missionary
teams to handle new areas. WE -
NEED YOU. Step up to receive the
Lord’s blessings. Contact any Evan-
gelist for a registration form.

NIGERIA, WEST AFRICA
NOVEMBER 2002 MISSIONARY TRIP

* The land where Brother W. H.
Cadman and Brother J. Bittinger
were called upon in the year 1954 to
introduce the Restored Gospel of
Jesus Christ to their people, the
Church has been established there for
nearly fifty years and many souls
have rendered obedience to our Lord
Jesus Christ. There are only a few
living original members in Nigeria
today who remember the first

missionaries as they introduced The -
Church of Jesus Christ to them.
Those few remaining speak with
fondness as they recall the love of
God that was taught as well as shown
them from the very beginning. Itis
the love of God that has kept them
faithful and enduring until this present
time in the promise they made to
serve God.

It is evident that missionaries
from the United States are not for-
gotten who have come among them.
The native citizens can recall our
missionaries by name and mention
how they taught to love God and each

" _other. Since 1954, many brothers and

sisters have gone among this wonder-
ful people bringing the same message
and example. God’s love makes a
life long indelible mark on all people
wherever they reside.

During our most recent visit, our
Evangelist Field Committee Chairman
of the Church in Nigeria introduced
the various Ministry who accompa-
nied him on this trip to a congregation
of some 2720 saints, They gathered

“from many different geographic

locations, walking many, many miles
to welcome the missionaries with a
thunderous applause. As is their
custom, every effort is made to show
how happy the Nigerian Church
membership is to have you visit with
them. :
Observed during the first Sunday

~ - service at the Nigerian National
- Conference Center, after an Elder
- spoke or offered prayer, a loud
-“Amen” in praise to God would be
- heard from the saints. We had to
" admiire the order and respect that was
“shown throughout the entire service

_which lasted close to six hours. How
wonderful it is to see a people with

_- such exuberance in their service to

the Lord. A visit to The Church of
Jesus Christ in Nigeria is one that can
never be forgotten.

~ Go Tell It on the
Mountains

On our most recent trip to Peru,
Brother Daniel Mora and Brother
Juan Mestas journeyed from Arequipa,
Peru, which is at an elevation of 7,000
feet high into the mountains in the
region of Puno, to the small village of
Santa Rosa Melgar. Our brothers
were the guests of Senor Nico Paz,
who owns a ranch that has been in his
family for generations. The altitude of
the village is about 14,000 feet, well
above the timberline. It is cold at
night, even in the summer, with
freezing temperatures. :

Brother Juan’s parents were
originally from Puno, but this was his
first trip. The purpose was to continue
to preach the Gospel which was
originally introduced to the Puno area
by Brother Dick Christman and
Brother Miguel Bicelis, five years
prior. Brother Daniel made a trip to
that area with Brother Dick several
years ago. He took the opportunity on
this trip to renew acquaintances, and
continue to preach the Gospel to a
very poor and economically depressed
community. Some of the children have
no covering for their feet, and the
weather can be damp and cold in the
summer and cold and windy in the
winter.

Brother Juan and Brother Danie.
were well received. They met with
various families and also held a
meeting. The community has a small
radio program and Brother Daniel
introduced the Church on the local
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program several years ago. The

- school principal, who in the past in-
vited us to hold services at the school,
greeted them warmly. She was thank-
ful for the children’s clothing and
school supplies, which were made
available through some kind dona-
tions.

The journey from Arequipa to
this area is about six hours on the bus,
but it is the most reliable mode of
transportation. The airport has to
cancel many flights to this area due to
the fog, actually low clouds, at that
altitude. We plan to return soon and
continue to tell the good news of
Jesus Christ. The highest purpose of
the Church after ail is to spread the
Gospel and the scripture in Mosiah.
15:18 states, “,..0 how beautifu] upon
the mountains are the feet of him that
bringeth good tidings, that is the
founder of peace, yea, even the Lord,
who has redeemed his people; yea,
him who has granted salvation unto
hispeople.”

While Brother Daniel and
Brother Juan were preaching the

Brother Daniel Mora (right) and Brother Juan Mestas

- Gospel in the highlands, Brother Dick

and Sister Pat Christman were visiting
saints and making new connections in
Arequipa. We were pleased to receive
the Church incorporation papers, as it

was a long process; but God was in
the matter and prepared the way.

The saints in Peru greet all in
the love of God and His Son, Jesus
Christ,

Missionary Visitto Nigeria

Continued from Page 1

They made us feel welcomed immedi-
ately.

A miracle of God’s protecting
hand was made visible to us within a
short driving distance from the airport
to our Mission House, Our driver was
cautioned several times to slow down
because of driving too fast. He would
reduce the speed when asked, only to
increase it very quickly. We were
following the van carrying a group of
brothers and our luggage. To avoid
potholes and a rough portion of the
road, the driver of the van we were
following slowed down, and pulled to
the right side of the road. Our driver
was driving fast and too close, and
when he applied the brakes, our
vehicle could not stop, but began to
slide,

At the same time, there was an
18-wheeler coming directly towards
us. To avoid a direct hit in the rear of
the van we were following or having

a head-on collision, our right front
fender struck the left rear fender of
the van in front of us, thus shifting us
towards the left and the oncoming
truck. Viewing the distance between
the van and the oncoming truck, there
was no possible way for our station
wagon to fit be-tween the van and
truck without being involved in a
head-on collision with the truck or
hitting the van directly in the rear,

‘which either would have caused

serious injury or even death. The
truck was traveling at a high rate of
speed and none of us would have
survived if we had a head-on collision.
God made the impossible, possible
because our vehicle fit between the
truck and van avoiding certain
disaster, After this incident, our
brothers remarked one to the other
that we were not afraid, for we knew
God was watching and protecting us
from serious injury or even death.
Brother George Arthur, when he saw
the danger we were facing, called out
to the Lord Jesus Christ for help.

Arriving at our mission house
several hours later, we formed a
circle, heid hands and Brother George
offered a beautiful prayer of thanks-
giving for our safe arrival and asked
God to bless us during our visit, that
He would care for and bless our
wives and loved ones we left at
home. The near tragedy turned out to
be the beginning of a glorious visit.
Another group of brothers and the
Mbiabong Ikot Udofia Choir were
waiting to greet us upon our arrival at
the home of Brother Arthur. After a
lengthy welcome presentation and
singing by the choir, we were treated
to a-chicken and rice dinner that was
prepared for us by Sister Agnes
Arthur and her daughters.. A Very
tasty meal to quench our hunger.

The National Priesthood post-
poned their business conference in
order for us to present our prepared
seminars. The Elders, Teachers,
Deacons_and Deaconesses ag-

(Continued on Page 4)
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sembled, were divided into five groups.
Seminar subjects were, “Our Calling”
by Brother Paul Benyola, “The Book
of Mormon” by Brother Fugene Perri, .
“Apostasy and Restoration” by
Brother Frank Natoli, “Faith & Doc-
trine” by Brother Lyle Criscuolo,
“Accountability” by Brother Joe Perri.
There was very good participation in
every class. We conducted seminars
for approximately five hours to a very
attentive group of brothers and sisters,
anxious to learn. A beautiful spirit was
enjoyed in each seminar class and time
well spent.

The attendance at our Confer-
ence Sunday worship service was
2,720 and for the first time in the
Nigerian Church history, commurion
was served at a Conference Sunday
worship service and to a very large
crowd. Each brother and sister took of
the bread and wine very reverently,
bowing his or her head and offering a
prayer of thanksgiving. There was
absolute quiet for a large gathering of
saints, where you could have heard a
pin drop. What a beautiful spirit and a
glorious sight to witness. The faith and
reverence our Nigerian brothers and
sisters possess in Jesus Christ who
gave them hope for salvation through
his death and resurrection is truly -
genuine.

1 would like to share several
experiences that show God’s miracu-
lous healing power. A sister from the
Obio Ndot Branch of the Church in the
Abak District, who was very ill some
23 years ago, at the request of her
family, went to see a doctor who gave
her no encouraging news. He told her
to return home and spend what few
days she had left with her family.
Instead of going directly home, she
went to the little church building made
of mud and a thatched roof where she
had been attending worship services. It
was there she began her petiod of
fasting and praying. For 21 days she
remained in the building with her faith
in God that he would heal her. She
miraculously survived herilinessand
her family and branch were greatly
blessed. " +:

After five years had passed,
another visit was made to this particu-
lar branch, and the same experience

-was related and the question was
asked whether the sister was still

present. She quickly stood and said
God had given her five more years of
life. While in attendance in this same
branch during our recent visit in
November some 23 years later, I was

"inspired to relate the same experience

again, and the question was asked

" whether the sister was still present in

the meeting that afternoon? The
Presiding Elder without hesitation said
she was still alive and well, and she

“was requested to stand. She stood and

we beheld a sister small in stature, but
a giant in the service of God in this
branch. She is a great worker for the
Church in her branch as an ordained

ADeaconessofthe Obio Ndot Branch
of the Church in the Abak District.

Deaconess. Praise God for He is no
respecter of persons but will show his
power with those that exercise faith in
him. What a glorious testimony this
sister and branch membership has of
Gods miraculous healing power.
Brother Edom Ebong an Evange-
list (now deceased) of the Church
related to us an experience some years
ago that in the village where his wife
came from there were three children
who were born crippled and unable to
walk. He told us of the events as they
happened, but it was during this visit
that we were able to understand the
magnitude of what truly happened.
For the first time, we met a young
brother named Timothy, who was one

of the three children born crippled.
Brother Timothy relayed to us the
events as they happened that one child
died, one bore a child although she is
crippled, but than he said to us “And
the other one was me.” Timothy was
the other child born crippled. He said
by prayer and the mercy of God he
was made completely whole. No signs
were seen of his ever being crippled
and unable to walk. Brother Timothy is
a very bright, energetic active member
of the Church and is the MBA Presi-
dent of his district.

We attended a crusade held in
Nigeria for the first time. One
evening, 437 were in attendance. At
the conclusion of Saturday evening’s
crusade, 317 people came forward
requesting more information about the
Church. A number requested prayer
because of illness. To ensure there
would be no disturbance of any kind,
the local police were present. They felt

"our love and were touched by the spirit

of God and requested that a special
prayer be offered for each of them.
They each requested a Bible and a
Book of Mormon which we gladly gave
to them. For Sunday worship service,
there were 110 in attendance who
came to hear the Gospel message. At
the completion of our preaching ser-
vice an invitation was extended to
those who were touched by the spirit
of God who had a repentant heart and
desired baptism. Eight souls stood up
and each bore testimony that they
were touched by what was preached
and wanted to surrender their lives to
Jesus Christ. A young man stated he
would donate land for achurch building.
During our visit, we met with the
National Ladies’ Circle who related to
us their activities and made some -
requests. They are a very active group
of sisters, led by Sister Agnes Arthur
as President. After our Conference
Sunday worship service was con-
cluded, a youth group of MBA mem-
bers put on a skit and sang for us. The
youth of the Nigerian Church have
dedicated themselves as missionaries
to go to as many villages as possible,
and when the opportunity presents
itself they want to go to other states to

(Continued on Page 11)
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Editorial Viewpoint . . .
“Blessed are the p.ea.cemdkérs: for_ they shall be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9).

Did you ever break up a fight or mediate in an argument? If you did, then you know that in
order to be successful, you must be sensitive to both sides of the issue. If you take sides, you
create even more contention and end up joining in on the fight. The children of God, accordin g
to Jesus, are those who are peacemakers. We, being the children of God, can only claim that
title if we truly are peacemakers. In God’s Word, there are numerous examples of this. When
others were performing miracles in the name of Jesus, John wanted them to be condemned.
But Jesus, being a peacemaker, told His disciples to leave them alone. If they weren’t against
Jesus, they were for Him. The adulterous woman would have been stoned to death by the
people for the sins she had committed. But Jesus mediated on her behalf, and caused the
people to see her side of the story. He told the people that if they were without sin, that they
should cast the first stone. The people were confounded, and had to end their planned attack

of the woman,

“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool”
(Isatah 1:18). .

Peace can only come when there is forgiveness. If a person can forgive another, then
contention is stopped in its tracks. This is just like Jesus who forgivesall oursins. He said that
if He can forgive all our sins, even if they are red like crimson, then we ought to forgive one
another. Forgiving is the only thing that can end contention. When we end contention, the devil

cannot work, :

“For verily, verily I say unto you, he that has the spirit of contention is not of me, but
is of the devil, who is the father of contention, and he stirrith up the hearts of men to
contend with anger, one with another” (3 Nephi 11:29). :

The devil causes us to only see our side of the story, and not consider the feelings of others.
This feeling breeds contention. Did you ever meet someone who always felt he/she wasright
about everything? This isaperson whois driven by the spirit of contention, whichis ofthe devil.
The Bible says that the wisdom of mankind is foolishness to God. So how cana personalways
think he/she isright about everything? But the true children of God are those who are humble
peacemakers. They don’talways have to prove their point, or think they are alwaysright. They
can empathize and sympathize with another person, forgive them, and love them, regardless
of what they’ve done. I think sometimes as saints of God, we are too quick to become
offended. We must realize that being able to understand another person, and forgive them
(thus eradicating any possible contention) is 2 conscious decision on our part. Itdoesn’tcome
naturally. Human sin nature tells us to become offended and contend with one another, rather
than be a peacemaker. But as saints of God, we have to work at suppressing those feelings
and truly be the peacemaker that God wants us to be.

Sometimes God must humble us down in order to be a peacemaker. He does this by causing
us, or someone in our family, to go through something that we have been criticizing others for.
An example is people who don’t have children condemning other parents who seem to have
unruly children. Then one day, they have children of their own, who become unruly. Suddenly,
they can understand and empathize. Another example is those who condemn others who are
going through a divorce. Then the day comes when they go through it, or someone in their
family does. Suddenly, they understand and empathize. There are numerous other examples.

Brothers, sisters and friends, let’s avoid having to be taught this kind of lesson, simply by being
the peacemaker Jesus wants-us to be. Let us understand, forgive and love one another. No
one really ever “wins” an argument or a fight. In the end, the only “winners” are the true

children of God...the peacemakers.
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The
Children’s

Corner

By Sister Janet Bork

King Zeniff Chooses
the Wrong Son

(MOSIAH 13-17)

King Zeniff had been a strong,
brave, godly leader. Ever since he had
led a group of Nephites from Zara-
hemla back to the land of Lehi-Nephi,
he had worked with his own hands for
a living and fought the Lamanites for .
his life and the lives of his people. He
had made an agreement with King
Laman to live in peace while they
farmed and lived on the land. Butit
was a trick; the fierce Lamanites
waited until the Nephites had done all
the work, then they began attacking
them for their riches, their crops, their
silver, gold and flocks.

Zeniff taught his people to pray
constantly and ask God to save them.
In two terrible battles, his people were
outnumbered but God gave them great
power to fight. The Book of Mormon
says they fought in “the strength of the
Lord”. They did not brag later; they
buried thousands of their enemies and
kept thanking God for hearing their
prayers.

Zeniff grew old. His people had
prospered in this rich land. They
worked with their hands and created
beautiful things from gold, silver, clay
and fabrics while they enjoyed peace.
Now they needed a younger King.
Zeniff had more than one son, but he
picked his son, Noah, to be the next
king. Noah was the wrong
choice. Right away, Noah began per-
verting the good laws of God and the
kingdom. He wanted more than one
wife and had more than one woman.
When the priests (elders) of the

church criticized him, he had them
replaced with new men who were as
evil as he was. He planted vineyards
and turned many of his people into

drunkards.

Noah was greedy and lazy. He
and his-chosen army forced the people
to pay 1/5" of all they had as a tax so
that he and his friends did not have to
work. He built beautiful palaces and
buildings with the tax money. He had

-a row of seats covered with gold for

his priests to sit at and lean on to make
lying sermons, tricking others to think
it was.all right for them to sin as well,
This next generation of people had
forgotten how to serve God.

Small bands of Lamanite warriors
began attacking, murdering, and
robbing Nephite people on the edge of
the country. King Noah did not send a
big enough army to protect them. The
enemy warriors returned. And then, a
larger group of soldiers attacked
Noah’s people. Noah sent an army
against them and they won. They
were full of happiness and started to
brag about how great they were. God
was displeased. He sent a preacher
named Abinadi to wake the people up.
Abinadi warned them to thank God
and return to their Godly ways or they
would be outnumbered and destroyed
by the Lamanite hordes surrounding
them. He told them about-Ged’s plans
and the birth-of Jesus, our Savior.

Noah and the priests were
furious. Abinadiboldlysaidhowevil,
sinful, lazy and full of lies they were.
They wanted to kill him. But God
sent him away. For two years Abinadi
did not return. God was giving the
people time to repent. Nothing
changed, God sent Abinadi back
again. Fearlessly he preached and

warned the people,” You are commit-
ting many sins, If you do not repent,
you will be destroyed. You will burn in
hell for the sins you are doing and
teaching these people. You are not
following the laws God gave Moses
or telling them about God’s Son, a
Savior, who will be born, will die and
resurrect,” He boldly preached many
beautiful words. The priests
threatened to kill him and Abinadi
answered, “I am not afraid to die. If ]
do, it will be a witness against you at
the day of judgment.”

At that point, Noah wanted to let

him go, but the priests talked him out

of it. They made a plan to burn Abin-
adi with fire. He was still unafraid and
prophesied, “The Lamanites will over-
power you. They’ll make you carry
their burdens like you are an animal.
This whole generation will die unless
they repent.” He was not afraid. As
he prophesied, “Whatever you do to

“(Continued on Page 11)

WORD SEARCH.

ZENIFF BURNS
CHOOSES TO
LAZY "DEATH
NOAH IN
WRONG FIRE
SON DIE
WICKED GOD
NOT WARNS
FAIR THEM
HATEFUL
Lis|lo|N|o|TiW]|Z
Alcluloio|lS|E|S
Z|SIE|lAlTI|NIZ|Y
Y|INIR|HII|GIO|D
GIR|[IIF|A|I|R|E
N|{U|FIM{E|H|T|A
O|B|SIN|R|A{W|T
RILIUIF{E|T|A|H
W|I|C|K|E|[D]I|E




April, 2003 7

Our Women Today

Rejoicing in the
- Inner City

By Sister K athy Champine
Inner City Ladies’ Circle Editor

“When ye be come into the land
which I give unto you, and shall reap
the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring
a sheaf of the first fruits of your
harvest” (Leviticus 23:10).

On November 237, 2002 the
Detroit Inner City Ladies’ Circle
hosted our very first gathering in the
beautiful new Inner City church
building. The theme was Harvest
Homecoming. We welcomed our
sisters and friends from the Area to
join us for a luncheon and refresh-
ments and a time of reminiscing about
the history of the Inner City Branch.
We were thrilled and blessed beyond
words as the Circle sisters from our
Area supported our endeavor to
welcome them into our new building.
We received many beautiful gifts to fill
our new kitchen and truly enjoyed
ourselves as we spent time in fellow-
ship. We thank God for his blessings
and look forward to establishing our-
selves as a contributing support to our
Area Ladies’ Circle.

Fellowship by the Sea

The Atlantic Coast Area Ladies’
Uplift Circle held a retreat in Ocean
Park, Maine on the weekend of June
7-9,2002. The event, hosted by the
sisters of the Maine Branch, was truly
a chance to make new friends and
renew old friendships. Friday evening
we enjoyed fellowship by the campfire,
roasting hot dogs and toasting marsh-

mallows.
Our Area Ladies’ Circle Presi-
dent, Sister Lydia Link, led our morn-

ing chapel service. Sis. Geneva Dell
offered an opening prayer and we
were ready to embark upon our day of
seminars based on the theme, “Getting
Ready to Take the Journey.” It was
emphasized that we need to prepare
and set our priorities in order to utilize
the gifts, talents and blessings received
from the Lord. Preparing helps us to
set our goals for running the great race
to which we are called. We were
encouraged to focus our thoughts on
the Lord and to. show His love by sup-
porting each other and others in times
of need, ‘

One of our seminar leaders,
Sister Anna Reid related an experi-
ence she had in preparing for the
seminar. She petitioned the Lord in
prayer and received the following
dream “Isaw myself running through
a long dark tunnel. I could discern the
presence of the evil one very close
behind. As I was running, I began to
feel tired. I called out to the Lord,
please help me. The Lord immediately
answered my prayer! I began to run
faster. I felt the evil one was still
behind me but afar off. I continued
running, not looking to the left or to the
right. Again I became tired, I called
out to the Lord. Immediately, I was
strengthened and began to run faster,
Looking straight ahead I saw a small
bright light at the end of the tunnel, and
I'awakened.” She continued, “The
beautiful gift box our sisters from
Maine gave us contains a bookmark
with an inscription that reads, ‘I will be
your light in the wildemess, and pre-
pare the way before you, if ye shall
keep my commandments’ {(Nephi
17:13). This confirmed my experi-
ence. Iwas truly uplifted, and I praise
God for this blessing.”

Several of the sisters were -
prompted by the spirit of God to share
special blessings received during trying
times in their lives. Qur seminars
ended with a feeling of inspiration and
pleasure,

The afternoon included inspired
words from our guest speakers, Sisters
Irene Williams and Arline Whitton.
Sister Irene spoke on the necessity of
prayer, and explained that prayer is the

fingerprint of God in our lives. She
related several moving experiences of
answered prayer in her life,

Sister Arline’s address encour-
aged us to have a one-on-one relation-
ship with God and to trust and love
Him with all our heart. She, too,
stressed the role of prayer and the
importance of keeping our priorities
straight.

Our Maine sisters prepared a
wonderful banquet for Saturday
evening, after which they presented a
spiritual program entitled, “We are the
Children of Light, the Children of
God.” We concluded this blessed day
with testimonies given by both the
youthand aduits;

The Sunday mormning meeting
began with a vision given to Sister
Marie Perillo. The sacrament table
was set as the hymn, /n the Garden,
was solemnly played. The peace of
God was felt in our midst. After the
table was set, Sister Marie saw a
personage dressed in white sitting
alongside of the table.

Evangelist Jerry Valenti spoke on
the value that is added to our lives by
being servants of the Lord. When we
have self-discipline, attend meetings,
fast and pray and work for the Lord,
we become assets to the Church, each
other, and a light to the world.

Apostle Paul Benyola followed,
exhorting us to follow the teachings of
God, and not allow the distractions of
life to take away from our ser¥ice to
Him. He encouraged us to continue to
be assets to the Church. “Your efforts
will help the Church to grow, both at
home and abroad.”

Brother Jim Sgro, Atlantic Coast
Region President, further encouraged
us 1o continue to work for the Lord.
He offered total support to the Ladies’
Circle and asked the Lord to place a
blessing upon us that whatever we do
for the Lord would be an example to
each other and to others.

Brother Richard Onorato offered
the closing prayer. We ended our
weekend on a higher spiritual ground.
The blessings felt and the love that we
shared will be remembered for a long
time, B : o
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Whom Do You Follow?

By Sister Karen L. Progar

I have never before thought to
write an article on a funeral, butas 1
pondered the events in the Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania Branch in the past year,
I noted there has been a great loss in
the branch due to the passing of many
of our members and some who
attended regularly contributing to the
dynamics of the branch. The one thing
that those who passed have in com-
mon is that they were steady and
consistent in their service.

In December of 2002, Sister
Mary Ross passed away at the age of
92, Sis. Mary was baptized in 1928
and showed that steady determination
to endure to the end. She once shared
with me an experience she had just
two weeks after her baptism, which
lifts my spirits every time I think about
it. She was working in her kitchen
when there was a knock at the door.
When she opened the door, there was
a man there with a clipboard in his
hand. He asked her what church she
attended and told her that he was can-
vassing the neighborhood to ascertain
where all the people attended church.
When she told him that she had
recently been baptized in The Church
of Jesus Christ, he showed her the
clipboard and she noticed that the
sheet on which he was writing was
divided into blocks. In each block, he
had written the names of the various
churches in Aliquippa. He pointed to
the middle square, which was blank
and told her that he was going to write
the name of her church in that block.
As she gazed at the block, it became
whiter than all of the others, almost
glowing. She knew he was a messen-
ger of God and noted that she actually
didn’t see where he went as he
departed her home; it was as if he
disappeared. Sister Mary accom-
plished many things in her life, being a
wonderful example of hospitality.

Numerous brothers and sisters stayed
at her home and she even had the
opportunity to spend six months in
Africa on missionary work with her
beloved husband, Brother John. Space
is insufficient to make note of all her
activities, but itis sufficient to say that
she served God to the best of her
ability all the many days of her life. It
is truly a blessing that even this
experience which took place over 70
years ago still stirs our hearts today.

A short while ago, we losta
member of our ministry, Bro. Chuck
Jumper. I was amazed by the number
of people who attended our brother’s
funeral, many who were visiting The
Church of Jesus Christ for the first
time. They heard a touching recap of
Brother Chuck’s life and his resolve to
remain faithful to God until the end of
his days. At the conclusion of Brother
Chuck’s eulogy, Apostle Paul Palmieri
presented-a moving sermon, the topic
of which was, “Whom do you follow?”
Bro. Paul used, for his scripture, I¥
Kings 2:1-13, and addressed the con-
gregation regarding the importance of
whom we follow. He retold the story
of Elisha’s desire for a double portion
of Elijah’s spirit. Even when Elijah
told him to wait while he went to the
various destinations to which the Lord
had sent him, Elisha refused to remain
behind. Elisha’s response was always
the same, “As the Lord liveth, and as
thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.”
Brother Paul likened this to how we
must be. Regardless of the situations
we face or the destination to which we
must go, we must follow the Lord, just
as Brother Chuck had done. Elisha’s
reward was that double portion of
Elijah’s spirit; ours is a home inheaven
with Jesus forever. 1 therefore ask
again, “Whom do you follow?” Brother
Paul encouraged us to make the person
we follow our Lord, Jesus Christ so
that He will one day welcome us into
His rest because we were good and
faithful servants.

The Lord placed it upon the heart
of our Brother John D’ Antonio to open
our worship service the following
Sunday with a call to those who
haven’t made their commitment to the
Lord as vet. Brother John’s text was
in Mark 5:25-34. Using the example

of the woman with the issue of blood
as his scriptural base, Brother John
began by asking us when we give up
with Christ. He used this woman and
her 12 year battle with this affliction as
an example of persistence and faith.
The woman’s faith was sufficient.
She knew that if she touched the
Lord’s garments that there would be a
healing upon her body. The Lord also
was aware of her faith and knew that
virtue had been drawn out of Him.
His followers were amazed that the
Lord would ask who touched Him
when he was being thronged by a
crowd. This confirms that the Lord is
always aware of our needs and our
desires, rewarding our faith as He sees
fit. The woman allowed Christ to pass
by her, but she made sure that she
touched Him and received that which
she sought. Brother John admonished
us, “It is alright to allow Christ to pass
by, but never allow Him to be beyond
your reach.” Brother John encour-
aged us to be resilient in our service
and search for Christ.

May God afford us all the oppor-
tunity to be examples to others by the
way that we serve.

A New Name Is Written
Down in Glory and It's
Kevin Alan M_urphy

By Sister Bethany Smith

On December 22, 2002, the
Tampa, Florida Branch received the
answer to its prayers. Kevin Murphy,
a man who has been attending our
branch for a little less than a year,
stood and gave his testimony. He said
that the Lord had shown His power
unto him many times throughout the
past year, and on the previous Sunday,
December 14 (when the Southeast
Area MBA was visiting Tampa), while
Brother Duane Lowe was being
anointed Kevin prayed to the Lord that
He would heal Brother Duane the
same way He healed Kevin’s son,
Chris.

For further explanation.. Xevin’s
seven-year-old son Chris was diag-.
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nosed with Epilepsy and he was
suffering from several seizures a day.
Kevin, who was heavy laden with this,
asked the brothers and sisters to pray
for Chris. Over the summer Elder Phil
Benyola Sr. and Evangelist John
DiBattista both anointed Chris and the
setzures ceased. In November Chris
went to the doctor’s for a checkup and
the results from the EEG, which is a
test that monitors a person’s brain
waves, showed that there was no sign
that Chris was ever afflicted.

Kevin was asking God for the
same miracle in Brother Duane’s
case. Well after finishing his prayer
and throughout the rest of the week
Kevin, who had been praying about his
calling from God, felt that the Lord
was answering his bold request by
commanding that he should “Step Up!”
So praise God, Kevin Alan Murphy
answered the call to baptism in the
conclusion of his testimony!

Once Kevin sat down, Sister
Annabelle Santilli, a deaconess from
the Liberty, Chio Branch, who spends

‘the winters in Tampa with her husband
Evangelist Richard Santilli, stood and
spoke in the spirit saying, “I have
called you, saith the Lord!” What a
beautiful confirmation!

Hence on December 29, the
Tampa Branch and several visitors
from the Forest Hills Branch met at
the waters of baptism a little after 10
a.m. Eastern Standard Time. Tampa -
Bay was having record low-tempera-
tures. Brother Isaac J. Smith took
Kevin down into the watery grave and
baptized him with the authority given
him by Jesus Christ,

Following the preaching service,
Brother Kevin was called up front for
the laying on of hands for the reception
of the Holy Ghost, the baptism of fire.
After the priesthoed knelt in prayer
and Brother Evangelist Richard Santilli
offered prayer asking God to send
down His power and direction, Brother
Elder Duane Lowe prayed on Brother
Kevin bestowing upon him the gift and
the power of the Holy Ghost to lead,
guide and direct Kevin throughout his
days. ' '

Then Brother Kevin was asked to
open the meeting in testimony. He
shared how one Wednesday night,

after the doctors had diagnosed him
with shingles and told him he would
suffer from this pain on his side for
several months, he came to church and
there. were no elders present that
night. After encouragement from
other brothers and sisters, Brother
Kevin called our Presiding Elder,
Brother Isaac J. Smith, who was in
Dresden, Ohio at the time due to work
and home on Wednesday night be-
cause the closest mission, Columbus,
meets on Friday nights instead of
Wednesdays. Brother Ike prayed over
the phone while the present brothers
and sisters knelt and prayed that God.
would heal Kevin. Kevin shared how
during that prayer he felt a burning go
up his side and God healed him and he
has had no pain since.

Before Brother Kevin could
continue with his testimony, Sister
Annabelle Santilli stood and spoke in
the spirit “That was My power, saith -
the Lord!” Another pronouncement of
God’s Presence!

Lake Worth, Florida.
By Sister Josie Jasmin

On Sunday January 19%, Brother
Carl Romano opened our service and
read from John Chapter 13. Brother
Carl stated the fact that all things are
to be done according to Jesus’ way.
Man has always tried to change things,
but the doctrine of Christ cannot and
should not be changed. We can’t alter
what already is perfect. We must keep
our eyes on the Lord always, and to
willingly do all that He commanded for
us to do. We will be tried many times
over in this life, but we must become
rooted and grounded in the Lord and
His Gospel. We must give our all to
Him in love and willingness of heart.
The pure love of God must be within
us and to each other,

There is no love like God’s Love!
And as the author penned the beautiful
words, “God’s Love, goes beyond the
highest star and reaches to the lowest
hell, Could we with ink the ocean fill,
and were the skies of parchment

made, To write the Love-of God
above, would drain the ocean dry.”
God’s love can touch each and every
one if we only would open our hearts
unto Him. God’s love is beyond our
understanding, but we know that it is
sure forever and ever.

Brother Gene Perri followed and
reminded us that God sent His Son to
redeem us from sin and to make us
whole through His love. “It took a
miracle of Love and Grace.” We will
have peace in our lives, and thatis a
miracle. We need to be grateful for all
that Jesus does for us, and to humble
ourselves, esteeming our brothers and
sisters more highly than ourselves.
Jesus laid down His life for us. Oh
what love! When Jesus comes into our
hearts we are filled with His love and
grace. God continues to bless us with
miracles daily.

There has been a miracle here in
Lake Worth recently, Kim and Bill’s
baby, Jack William, was born and the
baby was in distress; he was having
trouble with his heart and would not
cat. Then he was offered up in prayer
to our heavenly Father, and praise
God, litile Jack was healed.

We have been blessed with our
winter members visiting withus
recently. They include Brother John
and Sister Bessie Impastato and Sister
Patti Pianko from Michigan, and
Brother Ernie and Sister Helen Alessio
and Sister Helen’s daughter Genie
from Ohio. It does our hearts so much
good to have our brothers and sisters
come and spend precious time with us
infellowship.

Sunday, February 2, we were
blessed with two ordinations in our
branch. Brother Gene opened with
scripture reading from the Bible and
Book of Mormon. He read short
passages from Romans, Acts, Mosiah
and the Book of Ezra, pertaining to the
offices of deaconess and teacher, He
also read the duties of a deaconess
and duties of a teacher from the Law
and Order of the Church. Brother
Kevin Jasmin was called to be a
teacher and Brother Carmen Difede
washed his feet. He was ordained by
Brother Gene Perri. Sister Josie

{Continued on Page 10)
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Continued from Page 9

Jasmin was called to be a deaconess,
and Sister Dianne Maddox washed her
feet. She was ordained by Brother
Mike Radd. Afier the ordinations,
Brother Mike Radd made reference to
the prophet Ezra and of the work he
did among the people. He was com-
missioned to have services again for
the people, and taught them the ways
of the Lord. Brother Mike also stated
how he this very morning read from
the book of Ezra and was in unity of
mind with Brother Gene who also read
from Ezra this morning. Brother Mike
exhorted unto us to read and search
the scriptures for there are beautiful
golden nuggets to be found within the
word of God.

Brother Carl Romano followed
and spoke of how the ordained officers
are servants used of God to assist the
Church, We are the family of God and
we need to support the family. We all
need to be good workers for the Lord,
to do His will and obey His command-
ments. Every member is a part of this
family, the family of God!

Beautiful testimonies of praise
were given by the brothers and sisters
thanking the dear Lord for His love to
us. It is such a joy to stand and give
praises to our Heavenly Father who so
generously gives to us more than we
need. A beautiful spirit prevailed
throughout the day.

At the close of the services a
covered dish was served and enjoyed
by ail.

Blessings in the New Year

By Sister Regina Alverson

On January 19, 2003, an ex-
tremely cold Sunday morning, the
saints of Spartanburg, South Carolina
gathered at the waters of regeneration
to witness the birth of a new soul into
the family of God. Gwen Sims Fasion
was taken into the water by Brother
Harold Littlejohn. Although the ther-
mometer read just 30 degrees, our
hearts and souls were warmed with

the love of God we felt as we wit-
nessed our new sister emerge from the
waters as a brand new babe in Christ!
Later at the church building, Sister
Gwen was confirmed by Brother
Darrell Rossi. During the confirmation
prayer, Sister Shirley Gray testified she
heard a voice speak three times saying,
“This is My Church, these are My
people!”

Sister Gwen first came into
contact with the Church through Sister
Connie Smith. Sister Connie was a
counselor at Tyger River Correctional
Facility. Sister Gwen had setup a
ministry in the prison to help the in-
mates overcome addictions to drugs
and alcohol, the very same addictions
God had delivered her from nine years
ago. However, after meeting Sister
Connie, Gwen began to realize that
instead of her ministering, she was
being ministered to by Sister Connie.
She began to visit our mission here in
Spartanburg, and South Bend, Indiana.
She even attended the General Con-
ference in Greensburg, Pennsylvania.
Gwen said that every time she talked
with Sister Connie or visited the
Church, God would reveal more and
more to her and answer many of her
prayers. Finally she made known her
desire to be baptized. She chose the
date of January 19, 2003, and she
testified that she was hoping the
weather would be warm that day. The
Thursday before Sister Gwen’s baptism
we had a snowstorm and below freez-
ing temperatures, with the wind chill
factor in the single digits. Sister Gwen
said she thought about calling Brother
Harold and postponing until better
weather, but she changed her mind,
saying she knew this was a test and
that if she postponed, something would
keep coming up. She knew that God
would take care of her, and truly He
did. Neither Sister Gwen, nor Brother
Harold got sick from going into the
frigid waters. What a wonderful
testimony for our new sister and her
husband who came to witness his
wife’s baptism. Sister Gwen said that
this was her sixth baptism, but this one
was the right one! Praise God! We
thank Him for starting our new year
off with such a great blessing, and we
look forward to many more!

Fort Pierce, Florida

February, 2003 is off to a beauti-
ful start in Fort Pierce. Our branch
was blessed this day by the testimony
of Sister Donna Miller that she had
been healed of cancer. Only a few
weeks ago, she was in the hospital and
not expected to live.

On Sunday, February 2, 2003, the
Fort Pierce Branch witnessed the
ordinations of Brother Mark Rogolino
into the office of Teacher and Brother
Clint Cason into the office of Deacon.
Brother John D’Orazio welcomed all
those who attended including two local
first-time visitors and several brothers
and sisters and friends from the
Miami-Dade Mission and Lake Worth
Branch. Brother John spoke about the
calling of a Teacher and a Deacon and
the weight of responsibility on each. A
beautiful peace was felt throughout the
congregation as the ordinations began.
This was attested to later in the meet-
ing by the experiences had during the
ordination, Brother David Checchi
washed Brother Mark’s feet before he
was ordained into the office of
Teacher by Brother Rocco Benyola.
Brother Jimmy Griffith washed
Brother Clint’s feet and he was then
ordained by Brother Miguel Bicelis into
the office of deacon. A

Brother Frank Rogolino spoke
about the children of the saints coming
home and what a wonderful day that
will be. Don’t underestimate the
power of God because He can do
anything. Brother Frank witnessed
this by his son, Mark, returning to the
fold aftermany yearsbattling addictions.

Brother Miguel Bicelis spoke
using Ephesians and instructed the
congregation to put aside all earthly
pleasures and depend on God. The
theme of our lives should be one body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism. He elaborated on the
beautiful order set up by God for the
edification of the Church. We must
respect and follow the order of the
spiritual organization of the Church as
set up by Christ so we can learn how
to walk by His example. Brother
Miguel reminded us of the divine
commission of the Gentiles to spread
the Gospel fo every nation. -
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Before opening the meeting to
testimony, Brother John spoke on how
the prodigal son’s father and mother
must have felt at seeing their son come
home. “My son was dead, but now he
lives....” Brother Mark and Brother
Clint had the opportunity to bear their
testimony and each described God’s
workings in their lives prior to their
ordination. We know that God will.
continue to bless them and guide them
in their new offices. '

Note of Thanks

I'would like to thank everyone for
their cards, phone calls, visits and most
especially their prayers and words of
encouragement during my hospital stay
and recovery from surgery. It makes
one realize the importance of reaching
out to others in their time of need and
more fully appreciate the wonderful
fellowship we have within The Church
of Jesus Christ. May God bless you all.

Brother John Bilsky
Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch

Missionary Visitto Nigeria

Continued from Page 4

bring the good news of salvation, with
the desire to speak to every person
they meet about The Church of Jesus
Christ. They are assisting the priest-
hood of their districts in evangelizing
the Gospel everywhere they go.,

We spent a few hours visiting our
Secondary School with 1200 students.
We have requested that the Church be
permitted to place a member of the
Priesthood full time to be a spiritual
adviser and conduct daily worship on
campus. Other activities on our agenda
were a visit to the Social Welfare
Educational Development Center that
has 38 Orphan Children, two primary
schools that are being educated and at
the same time being taught the faith of
our Church by teachers who are mem-
bers of our Church. The newest project
is a poultry farm, which has recently

begun its operation and is providing
employment for some of our Church
membership. It was a very busy
schedule, but worth every moment of
our time. Concluding this article, we
ask for your prayers that God’s pro-
tection and hand of providence will be
seen among the saints of the Nigerian
Church. They send their love and
greetingsto all.

The Children’s Corner

‘Continued from Page 6

me will be done to you. Many will die
by fire, you will be hunted and scat-
tered and you shall suffer the pains of
death by fire, as I suffer.”

One of the priests, a young man
named Alma, listened to the words and

preaching of Abinadi. He knew of the
sins of Noah and the other priests and

he begged King Noah not to put
Abinadi to death. King Noah was _
furious and sent soldiers to kill Alma. ,
King Noah burned Abinadi by fire in
anger over all his truths, -

Alma went into hiding for many
days and wrote down all the teachings
of Abinadi. He began to secretly
share Abinadi’s words with others
who also believed and repented of all
their sins. These few believers were
the beginning of a large group of Godly
people,

Everything Abinadi preached

~ came true, A huge band of Lamanite

warriors attacked. This time, God was
not called on. King Noah and his band
of lying priests ran to the wilderness to
hide. The people were defeated and
enslaved. Thousands of families had
no dads or husbands left alive. The
Lamanite king forced the Nephites to
give them half of all they owned. His
soldiers beat and hurt the people
whenever they wanted. He put guards
around their country so they could not
escape.

The people who turned away
from God’s good laws began to suffer.
When they had served God, He gave
them great power to fight , win, and
protect their families. When the peo-
ple hated God, and pushed him away,

they never had the numbers or
strength to win in the battle against the
Lamanites,

Let us remember this. God
blesses and protects those who serve
Him and call upon His name. He
gives them strength beyond human
comprehension to accomplish what
they must. He hears their cries. He
protects them, he cares for them. Let
us call upon Him with praise and
thanksgiving, '

_ Withlove,

Sister Jan

* WEDDINGS *

Brother Mike Balilo and Sister
Elizabeth Gonzalez were united in holy
matrimony in the San Diego, California
Branch on October 5, 2002,

“Children Blessed‘ .

Candice Renne Covalesky,
daughter of Daniel and Sister Sherrie
Covalesky, was blessed on November
24,2002 at Greensburg, Pennsylvania
Branch.

Ethan Bicelis Griffith, son of
Sister Heylan and Brother Bryan
Griffith, was blessed on April 28, 2002
inthe Forest Hills Branch, Holiday,
Florida.

Brandon Scott Jochim, son of
Scott and Sarah Jochim, was blessed
on July 28, 2002 in the McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Caitlyn Louise Monaghan,
daughter of Brother Patrick and Sister
Tonia Monaghan, was blessed on
August 4, 2002 in the McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Holden Michael Ivey, son of
Brother Mike and Sister Karen Ivey,

‘was blessed on November 24,2002 in
- the Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch,
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Baptisms and Reinstatements

Sister Karen Lynn Mellor was baptized on January 5,
2003 in the Greensburg, Pennyslvania Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Timothy Gehly, and con firmed by
Brother Paul Gehly.

Sister Rache! Benyola was baptized on July 11, 2002
at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan. She was
baptized by Brother Douglas Obradovich and confirmed by
Brother Jerry Benyola.

Brother Brett John (B.J.) Gensburg was baptized on
January 19, 2003 in the Liberty, Ohio Branch. He was
baptized and confirmed by Brother Frank Giovannone.

Sister Melissa Coppa was baptized on September 1,
2002 in the San Diego, California Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Mark Coppa and confirmed by Brother Lou
Ciccati. o .

Brother Daniel Hemmings was baptized on September
1, 2002 in the San Diego, California Branch. He was
baptized by Brother Thomas M. Liberto, and confirmed by
Brother Thomas P. Liberto.

Brother Mike Balilo was baptized on December 8,
2002 in the San Diego, California Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Isidro Gonzalez and confirmed by Brother Mark
Coppa.

_ Brother Robert Kaye was reinstated into The Church
of Jesus Christ on November 30, 2002 in the Phoenix/Mesa,
Arizona Branch.

Brother Steven Brown was baptized on January 19,
2003 in the Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch. He was
baptized by Apostle Isaac Smith and confirmed by Brother
T T aito. :

Address Change

Name

Address

Phone

Ordination

Brother Paul Vinsick was ordained an Elder in the
Bell, California Branch on August 18, 2002. His feet were
washed by Brother Bob McDonnell and he was ordained by
Brother Joe Ciarolla.

Brother Jason Monaghan was ordained an Elder in the
Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch on January 19, 2003. His
feet were washed by Brother Timothy Gehly and he was
ordained by Apostle Russell Cadman.

Sister Maria Peterkin was ordained a Deaconess in
the New Brunswick, New Jersey Branch on January 12,
2003. Her feet were washed by Sister Betty D’Orazio and
she was ordained by Brother Jim Sgro. -

Brother Jordan Gianetti was ordained a Deacon in the
Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch on December 1, 2002. His
feet were washed by Brother Pete Gianetti, Jr. and he was
ordained by Apostle Joseph Calabrese.

Brother Patrick Gianetti was ordained a Deacon in the
Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch on December 1, 2002. His
feet were washed by Brother Pete Gianetti, Jr., and he was
ordained by Brother Pete Gianetti, Sr.

OBITUARIES

SUE MAREK

Sister Sue Marek of the Roscoe, Pennsylvariia Branch
passed on to her reward on August 20, 2002. She is sur-
vived by one daughter, Donna Lea Dick; three grandchil-
dren, Tommy, Debbie and Amy; and one great-grandchild,
Mackenzie. : : .

CHUCK JUMPER

Brother Chuck Jumper, an Elder in the Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania Branch passed on to his reward on January

© 27,2003, He is survived by his son and daughter-in-law,

Bruce and Sister Marty Jumper; as well as three daughters,
Sisters Joyceann, Carol and Rhoda Jumper. He is also
survived by two sisters and their husbands, Janet and Andy
Gula and Rosemarie and Terry Stoops, and a brother,
Kenneth.

ALFRED DOMINICO

Brother Alfred Dominico of the San Diego, California
Branch, passed on to his reward on January 22, 2003. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Josephine (nee Aquilino) of San
Diego, California; sons, David and Fred; six grandchildren;
14 great-grandchildren and five great-great-grandchildren.
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Missionary Trip To Colombia

By Evangelist Richard Scaglione

My second missionary trip to
our Mission in Bogota, Colombia
from January 18% through the 274,
2003 was blessed with God’s peace
and protection. [ traveled with the
Co-Chairman of the Colombia work,
Evangelist Robert Nicklow, Jr. and
Brothers Jim Sgro and Frank
Palacios. We found our brothers and
sisters well and continuing to hold up
the banner of the Lord. Despite
news reports of violence from rebel
groups outside of Bogota, we trav-
eled without any danger or fear. We
felt the power of the prayers that
were being offered by our brothers
and sisters back home,

We received royal treatment
from our hosts, the family of Brother
Juan Carlos Torres. We shared
God’s love and close fellowship, a
trademark of The Church of Jesus
Christ. We also enjoyed Sister
Marisol’s good cooking and the
abundance of food, another trade-
mark of the Church.

i A pleasant adjustment was
quickly made to the warm weather,
with temperatures from the low 60’s
to the low 80’s. We heard reports
about the “great freeze” in the
northern U.S,

Our main concern during our
visit was to strengthen our members
by preaching, teaching, and sharing
the love of the Church. We empha-
sized the important ordinances of the
Church, such as baptism, reception of
the Holy Ghost, communion, the
blessing of children, and the need for
workers to spread the Gospel among
their families and friends. Our mem-
bers and visitors who attended
showed their interest, attention, and
agreement with all that we presented
and discussed. We also questioned
several members concerning their
calling into ordained offices. God’s
spirit was prevalent, and the humility
of our members was apparent, .

Our Sunday services saw the
hunger of our members for the
Communion, the first time since early
September they had the opportunity to
partake. God blessed us with experi-
ences and dreams from home,
showing what we were doing 2,500
miles away.

During our stay, we confirmed
two sisters who had been baptized in

‘September, but were suddenly called

to the hospital where relatives had
been involved in a serious automobile
accident. One niece 