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"Ho paura id dio"

- "I have fear of God."

By Evangelist Joel Gehly
"Ho paura id dio" - "I have
fear of God." These are the words
of our Brother Giovanni Marino from
Frankfurt, Germ¿ny. With this.sentiment expressed early in our visit, I
knew that God was blessing this
family and would honor our prayers
for the weekend. The Marino family
(oríginally from southern Italy) has
been under great attack recently by
the evil in this world. This was one
of the main reasons Brother John
DiBattista and I traveled to Frankfurt
in early September to visit ând try to
uplift this family. We fasted and
prayed before the trip that the Lord
would go before us and show His
magnificent love. We did not have to
worry as God's presence was felt
and demonstrated throughout our
vlsit.
Brother Giovanni and Sister
Filomena are two humble and faithful
members of the Church. They have
two married daughters and fou¡
beautiful grandchildren. Currently,
their oldest daughter (Lena) has
become entangled ín the world and
has left her family. Needless to say,
this has caused great heartache and
stress with the entire family. When
we entered our brother and sister's

home on Saturday morning, Brother

Giovanni began to tell us ofthese
problems and during that discussion,
he said those words, "Ho paura id

dio." At that moment, we felt the
Spirit of God come down upon us
v/hile we sat on his little balcony.
The Marino family has lived in
Frankfurt, Germany for many years,
but they are originally from the San
Demetrio area of Italy. Brother
Giovanni is an elder in the Church and
he is a staunch believer in the Restored Gospel. Our brother and sister
travel back to San Demetrio every
year when they have time off from
work and they are a g¡eât inspiration
and help to the saints there. Brother
Giovanni will be retiring Íìomhis work
in a couple ofyears and they intend to
retum to live in San Demetrio. Brother
Giovanni toldus in our discussions
during the weekend, "My burden is
here [Frankftrt], but my heart is in
The Church ofJesus Christ [San
Demetriol."
During our Yisit, the Lord blessed
the Marino family with His love and
presence. Let me relate to you a few
ofthe blessings the Lord gave to our
brother and sister. On Saturday night,
the Lord gave Brother Giovanni a

very beautiful dream and he awoke
encouraged and greatly blessed (the
details ofthe dream were not given to
his memory). Sunday moming,
Brother Giovanni câne to the hotel to
pickus up for our fellowship. While
he was gone, Sister Filomena was
getting the apartment ready for our

service. As she was alone, she heard
the voice ofGod speak to her. He
said, "Continue to do what you are
doing [in serving me]." At first she
was afraid, but then the voice spoke
the message the second time and our
sister said that the voice was a
beautiful sweet voice that gave her
comfort.
We enjoyed a wonderful meeting
on Sunday in their apartment. The
word of God was spoken and testimonies were shared. Brother Ciovanni
stated that since the problems happened with his children, he was having
a very difficult time feeling the spirit of
God and he was unable to cry. During
out visit and our Sunday sewice, he
was able to feel God's spirit and he
fieely wept tears ofjoy and relief. At
the end ofour service, the Lord inspired us to read a verse of scripture

found in Job, the 38'h chapter. As we
read that scripture, Brother Giovanni
grabbed my arm and began to weep as
he flipped through the pages ofhis
Bible. There in the book of Job was a
(Continued on Page 10)
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Brother Dan and Sister Dolores
first came to Arizona as a very young
family in August of 1960. The
Church was built in August 1961 and
they moved to the reservation later
that yeâr. Brother Dan and Sister

A message
fron JhC
$evenúy

August2002TriptoPeru
By Broíher Dick Chrisiman
The trip to Arequipa, Peru, was
the first mission hip for Brother Justin
Sieverson. The operation ofthe
mission, includingbuildingrentand
other vital mission needs, are given
priority in the mission budget, which
precludes most trâvel costs. Brother
Justin, as well as other mission
travelers, willingly purchased their
own tickets and were prepared to
finance their other expenses in order
to help further the Gospel. Brother
Justin studied Spanish and had made
preparation for the trip. The preparation was evident in the seminars and
classes he conducted in the Spanish
language. Both the adults and
children enthusiasticâlly supported the

seminars, which were taught by
Brother Miguel Bicelis, Sister Pat
Christman, Brother Dick Christman
and Bro. Justin.
Sister Sissi Montesinos asked for
her baptism. Her husband was
baptized on ourprior visit. Brother
Jose Cardenas, a 16-year-old brother,
thanked God that He prompted some
anonymous donor to fund his surgery,
which enabled him to lift both arms
above his head in praise. He was
unable to lift his arms for 14 years as
a result of scar tissue from a severe
bum as an infant. Others were thankful
for the clothing the saínts had donated.
One young couple was struggling
to care for their th¡ee children. They
have very little income due to the
reduced tou¡ist trade and the iloor
economy. However, they felt consûained to adopt two more small

children that were not being adequately cared for. The clothing, and
some help from the Phoenix À4esa
Sunday School, gave them renewed

determination to care for the children
in spite oftheir hardships. Brother
Gerald testified he knew it was God's
will because he had a dream in which
he had a large house and had many
children to care for. He and Sister
Nancy do not have a house at this
time but are living with their parents.
The Lord is directing us to revisit
a mountainous area that has very little
in everyday cónveniences but the
people are receptive to the Gospel.
Pray that God will make a way.
Your prayers and support make it
possible.

A very special meeting was held
in the Southwest Region Conference
on Sunday, March 10,2002, atthe
San Carlos Mission on the Apache
Reservation. The service was special
as it included a transition of missionaries in charge from Evangelist Dan
Picciuto to his son, Brother David
Picciuto.
Evangelist John Griffith, President ofthe Quorum of70 Evange'lists,
opened the meeting with words of
encouragement to all and gave
recognition of the missionary efforts

theMission.

Reservation in attendance. Brother
Dan and Sister Dolores have committed their lives to service on the San
Carlos Reservation for a total of23
years.

A commemorative plaque was
presented to Brother Dan and Sister
Dolores for their many years of faithful service at the mission. Prayer
was offered on behalfof both Brother
David and Sister Laurie and their
family, and Brother Dan and Sister
Dólores. Although Brother Dan and
Sister Dolores will move to Gold
Canyon, which is about 75 mlles from
San Carlos, they

will continue to

support the mission and encourage the
Church to remember our Divine
Commission toward God's chosen

Special Service at
San Carlos, Arizona
Reservation

in San Carlos. Brother David
Picciuto then gave a briefhistory

Dolores remained on the San Carlos
Reservation until October 1971. They
retu¡ned in October 1989. Joìning
them were David and Laurie and their
family, as well as therr daùghler Tina
and her family, and Grandma Nellie
Hoffman. A new Sanctuary was built
in 1996 and they have held many
successful Vacation Bible Schools
with more than 100 children from the

of

people.

V/hat is a Missionary?
By Sister Donna Eskut
So often, we hear the term
"missionary" used throughout the
Church, but what is a missionary?
The dictionary defines a missionary as
one sent to do religious or charitable

work in a tenitory or foreign country.
We have all read reports about
missionaries working in Europe,
Africa, Asia, South America, and on
Indian reservations in the US.
Matthew 28;18 says, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and
the Son, and Holy Ghost." These are
the reports and guidelines, but there is
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.. so much more to a missionary.
I have had the rare opportunity
to live overseas, My family and I
have spent two years in South Korea,
and we are now living in Lima, Peru.
During this time, I have been able to
witness missionaries in the field.
What they actually do is far more
than words could ever describe.
Two brothers visited with a young
sister from Japan in my South Korean
home. We had meetings together, but
the real missionary work came from
the blessings they brought. For my
young children, some ofthis came
through bubble gum tape (a rare item
in Korea!), a frozen turkey, and a
packet ofSunday School lessons that
they brought with them. For me, the
blessings came when I saw the pure
love they brought into my home. They
brought guidance; it was the type that
only came through thoughtful fasting
and prayer. They brought songs,
though neither âre known lor their

wonderful voices. These brothers
were ready and willing to do what
needed done for the young Japanese
sister and me. God was using them.
This past year, I was able to see
missionaries in action once again on a
different continent. I visited the
mission in Arequipa, Peru. Once
again, I felt the incredible and pure
love ofGod that is more than words
can describe. When the children
smile, your heart melts. When the
people give their thanks, your own
humility shines because you know that
none ofthese blessings are possible to
witness without the Lord. The missionaries who come here regularly do
not know much Spanish, and yet God
is using them in this South American
country to spread the news that Jesus
is the Savior and there is a better way
in life - through The Church ofJesus
Christ. They often bring an interpreter with them, but even without
language the work is accomplished
because the love is so intense.
Living ín both Asia and South
America, I have leamed a lot about
the cultures. Often, the missionaries
that are out in the fìeld do not h¿ve
this opportunity. They are in a foreign
land without the bene{ìt ofthe native
language, cultural expectations, or

simple knowledge ofhow to get
around. However, they have something far more powerful - the pure
and complete love ofcod. I cannot
explain in words the intensity ofthis
love when you are out in the missionary field. It goes beyond the name of
the brothers or sisters that are working there; these missionaries are
simply vehicles used by God to do His
work.
True missionaries are the saints
who give of themselves in God's
name. It is not their work; it is God's
work. Missionaries bring the song
Stand Up for the Restoralion alìve.
They don't expect anything from the
people they work with. They are
doing work to tell people about The
Church of Jesus Ch¡ist.
h foreign lands, the intensity of
missionary work is strong, but ifyou
really look into your heart, we each
have that same spirit from God. Each
of us can set ân example and spread
God's word. A¡d each ofus can be
a true missionary. It's all a matter of
opening your heart.

Great Lakes Region
Evangelists visit
Plumbrook, Michigan
On Saturday Evening September
Vitto, Chair-

14, 2002 Brothers Lou

man ofthe Region Evangelisls,
Leonard A. Lovalvo and Michael
LaSalla visited the Plumbrook,
Michigan Branch for the first of two
spiritual meetings. Brother Paul
Vy'hitton, Presiding Elder welcomed
the Evangelists and visitors to this

service. Brother Lou Vitto offered

a

very inspiring prayer asking that God
would bless the branch and shengthen
it spiritually. We sang a number of
songs and opened with the hymn

There is Not Anything That Jesus
Cannot Do.
To bring our attention to the
opening hymn that There Is Not
Anylhing Jesus Cannol D4 Brother
Leonard reminded us ofhis tenible
auto accident. The first mân to

approach the car told Brother
Leonard that he must be a spiritual
man to have survived this honible
accident. As he came to, the
thoughts that went through his mind

were how he had not done enough
for the Lord. He cried to Jesus to
have mercy and help him to recover
from the crítical injuries received.
Today Brother Leonard is very
grateful to God for saving his fife. He
continues to believe that he cannot do
enough to repay the Lord for His
goodness.

He continued reading from Acts
8:26 & 30 where Phillip, a great man
ofGod, ran to the Eunuch as he sat in
a chariot and asked if he understood
what he was reading? The Eunuch
said, "How can I if there is no one to
guide me?" Phillip then discussed the
scriptures with the Eunuch. Brother
Leonard said it illushates that we can
read the scripture and not understand
without God's guidance. He then
went to Isaiah 53: I -12 where the
prophet describes the sufferings of
Christ, stressing that Jesus Ch,rist
gave His life for us and promised us
salvation. As B¡other Leonard
closed. he emphasized that There is
Not Anylhing That Jesus Cannot Do.
We reviewed the dates of
baptism of each one present and sang

Precious Memories. Brother Mike
LaSalla continued saying, "Blessed be
the Name, how christ prepared the

way for you and me. We a¡e rich in
His name. How blessed it is to be a
child of the King. Praise God today
for by His mercy we are saved."
Our Brothers reminded us of
conditions in the world today and how
much more we need the Lord. God
has given us the best and when we
pray the spirit ofthe Lord touches us
and answers us. The best mrracle is
a spiritual miracle. Try not to complain in life, as what Christ went
through is much worse than any of us
have or will encounter. Let us praise
God and stay close and you will see
the many miracles the Lord can
perform. We must stay together and
serve the Lord together in unity.
Pray unceasingly and watch what
(Continued on Page 10)
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V/hat Is the Desire
Your Heart?

of

By Sisler Karen Progar
'üy'e know the GMBA, as an
auxiliary ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ, is dedicated to supporting the
Church's missionary work. A number

of years ago, most of that support was
given as financial aid. Financial
assistance v/as part of the package at
our November 9th Conference held at
the World Conference Center in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania. $5,000.00
was presented to the Missionary
Operating Committee and the organization pushed towards its goal of
S50,000.00 to assist in the printing of
Books of Mormon in foreign languages.
A crucial gowth aspect of the
GMBA lies in the physical support
provided by programs such as Youth in
Action, which has four planned trips
for 2003. Young people will be
assisting with the works in the lnner
City ofDeffoit; Lorain, Ohio; Holly-

wood, Florida and Dominica. In
addition, two young people are being
chosen for an extended tour in Fort
Worth, Texas that will last the entire
summer. It is very exciting to see the
programs of the GMBA take such bold
and progressive steps.

We were pleased to hear about
the missionary efforts ofthe Church.
At the beginning ofour afternoon
session, Brother Art and Sister Martha
Gehly were afforded the opporhmity to
tell the conference about their recent
trip to the Philippines. We enjoyed
hearing about the continued growth in
that areâ of the world and how the
Lord had blessed their trip with many
baptisms and ordinations. The young
people were also encouraged to take
on pen pals from the Philippines.
I came away from the conference with an unforgettable theme in

my mind. The theme presented by
Brother David Catalano, in our Saturday evening meeting was desíre. He
chose to rehearse the story ofElijah,
the mentor and great man of God, and
Elisha, who sought a double portion of
the Spirit of God, which Elijah possessed. Elisha refused to stay behind
as El¡ah went about doing the things
the Lord had for him to do. Brother
David asked us, "Do we tell Jesus, no
matter vr'here He goes, we will fol-

low?" That is exactly what we must
do in order to receive the spirit we
desire. He reminded us as it states in
Helaman 3:34, "Nevertheless they did
fast and pray oft, and did wax stronger
and stronger in their humility, and
firmer and firmer in the faith of Christ,
unto the filling their souls withjoy and
consolation, yea, even to the purifying
and the sanctification oftheir hearts,
which sanctification cometh because
oftheiryielding their hearts unto God."
These were good words of counsel for
all ofus, reminding us ofthe need to
pray for the direction in our lives and
particularly in regard to ¿ work we can
do within the Church.
This yielding is seekingthe desire
ofyour heart, while being in the will of
God. Brother Chuck Maddox brought
home this point when he said that if we
do what God tells us, the results would
be there. Each ofus felt renewed
with the thought that the Lord ìvants to
grant th€ d¿sir¿s of our hearts, particularly ifthose desires include spreading the Gospel to the children ofmen.
Sunday's meeting was opened by
Evangelist Paul Ciotti, who hadjust
returned ffom Guatemala. Brother
Paul f€lt directed to speak on God's
plan in our life. He used God's plan in
Esther and Mordecai's lives as an
example, waming us that if we don't
yield to what the Lord has for us to do,
then He will fìnd someone else to do it.
Brother Paul asked, "How will you
know what His plan is for you ifyou
don't seek him out?" Itall goes back
to desirc. He also asked if we are
preparing ourselves to be vessels for
God? FIe concluded by telling us that
plans are laid out in the word ofGod
and reminded us that we must accept

that we are in God's pìan and move
forward. Brother Paul confirmed that
Esther accepted God's plan for her
lìfe. She said in Esther 4: 16, ". . .and if
I perish, I perish." She was not
concerned for her own life, but determined, having a desir¿ to follow God's
plan. Because ofher lack offear and
determination, all the Jews were spared.
Fiftingly, the congregation sang,

Lord, after which Brother
Ken Staley shared many wonderful
experiences had in the missionary
wo¡k of the Church. Our concluding
speaker was Apostle Paul Palmieri
who stated that he feels that God is
moving His hand and that the Church
Speak My

will move throughout the world. We
all have a responsibility to do this work
and his prayer is that together we will
be active in the work ofthe Lord.
GMBA President, Brother Paul
Palmieri ended our conference by
emphasizing that our focus is to bring
sinners to Ch¡ist and he challenged
everyone to find that perfect will of
God. Begin praying that God will bless
your good desìre to do a work for him.
Be persistent like Elisha and God will
surely $ant it.

Make it your desr're to âttend our
next conference on May 17, 2003 at
the Towne and Country Hotel in San
Diego, California. This is the first time
that a GMBA Conference will be held
in the Pacifìc Coast and we look
forward to a good representation of
membership from tkoughout the

country.

Happiness
depends on
happenings.

Joy depends on
Jesus!
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"And il shall come lo pass, saith lhe Father, that the sword of my justice shall hang oyer
lhem at that day; and except they repent it shall fall upon them, saith the Father, yea,
even upon all lhe ndlions of the Gentiles. And it shÕll come to pass that I will establish
my people, O house of Israel. And behold, this people will I establish in lhis land, unto
the fulfrlling of the covenant which I made with your falher Jacob; and it shall be a New
Jerusalem. And the powers of heaven shall be in the nidst of this people; yea, even I will
be in the midst of you" (3'd Nephi 20:20-22).
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These are some ofthe words ofJesus when he appeared to the people upon this land shortly
after His crucifixion. He was prophesying about the last days (our day). He was telling them
that someday, the Gentiles would occupy this land of America, but ifthey did not keep His
commandments, theywould be destroyed. The sword ofj ustice represents God's wrath upon
evil.It is fue thatGod is a God ofmercy, but the Word teaches us thatmercycannotrobjustice.
A person, who does not admit their faults and repent oftheir sins, will not find mercy and
forgiveness from God. Jesus goes on to say that He will estabhsh the House of Israel upon
this land after those who are wicked are deshoyed. Jacob, the father ofall the House oflsrael
was promised by God that his seed would never be destroyed, and that although they would
be scattered and driven throughout time, in the last days, they would be gathered together
again, as a righteous people. A"NewJerusalem" will be established upon the landofAme¡ica.
Jerusalem was always the city ofGod, but in the last days, this land ofAmerica will become
the "New Jerusalem" where men and women everywhere will see the 'þowers of heaven,"
and even Jesus HimselI willbe in the midstofus! Certainly, those oftheHouse ofls¡aelwho
repent will be there, as well as any Gentiles who repent. We already know that the Jews and
the Native Americans are two ofthe tribes ofthe House oflsrael, butthe other ten hibes will
be known to us at that day.
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What amazing insight we have about the future ! There are so manybeliefs and opinions in the
world regarding the future, but we have been allowed to lmow the truth! People today say,
"things are getting so bad, we don't even want to bdng children into the world!" Others are
consumed with fears and phobias. Fortunately, we knowthat "mercy cannotrobjustice," and
things will NOT continue on as they are. It is the perfecttime to bring children into the world,
as they will witness one of the most incredible events in history! Imagine living in the New
Jerusalem, and witnessing the powers ofheaven! Imagine actually seeing Jesus, who will be
in our midst! Imagine no wickedness or sin uponthis land! Imagine therejustbeingone Church
-The Church ofJesus Ckist!TheBible teaches us thatwe will work forourselves, gathering
food, building our homes, and enjoying the fiuit ofour labors for a "LONG" time! TheBible
also tells us that this land will become the mountain ofthe Lord's house, and all nations will
flow to it. Imagine people coming by the thousands to be a part ofthis incredible city! Just
imagine living in the PEACEFUL REIGN!
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As we enter into the year 2003, some might feel like we are living on "borrowed time." How
much longerwill it take foithisPeaceful Reign, or "Zion" tobe established? "Thebetter parl
of a lifetime, in defense of a dream... " Surely that day WILL come. Remember that
whenever God makes us wait for something to happen, or for a prayer to be answered, He
is testingour faith. Wemust notfail the test! It is time for us to lookahead with renewed vigor
and confidence to thatday thata\,vaits us. Letus notbecome like the people atthe tifte ofNoah
who doubted and mocked the prophecy, and then were all drowned in an awful flood. Let us
stand for the truth like never before. Let us be the ones who do NOT bear the w¡ath ofGod
when His sword ofjustice is unleashed, but let us be the ones who are victorious when this
new day dawns for the people ofGod!
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By Sister Janet Bork

The Power of Praise
inSong
Dear Girls and Boys,

Many times grown-ups forget
about the hard times they had as
children. They forget about feeling
rejected or left out by other kids or

being afraid of a teacher or someone
in the neighborhood. People think
childhood is easy when really, it is a
time oflife with healy things to learn.
And the way we leam how to handle
things when we are young can last a
lifetime.
So, how do you handle your
worries and often, the worries of
friends or family? What can you do to
be strong enough inside to help yourselfand others? It's simple, really.
It's by using your mind and heart to
reach out to Jesus.
When you're walking to school or
laying in bed late at night, you can
have a heart to hea¡t talk with Jesus.
He's listening. Instead ofjust thinking
worried thoughts, tell Him. Then sing
a song to take away your fears.
In Acts 16:22-31, the Apostle
Paul and Silas were grabbed by an
angry mob ofpeople. They were
beaten and thrown inio prison with
their feet locked between two boards.
No one knew what the next day
would bring. Would they be whipped
again while sfrangers screamed and
shoved them.
Hours passed. At midnight, Paul
and Silas began to sing praises unto

God. The other prisoners heard them.
Ard suddenly, there was a $eat
earthquake. The entire foundation of
the prison was shaken. All the doors
were opened and the boards napping
the prisoners' feet were made loose.
God had heard these men who
sat, hurt in the dark, and sang beautiful
songs ofpraise. He opened the doors
for them. The prison could not hold
them. He can do the same for us.
When our hearts are imprisoned,
upset, afraid or ashamed, God can free
us. Follow Paul and Silas' example.
Pray, speak the truth and trust in God.
Keep trusting in Him even it it's still
dark. Raise a joyful song to Him. It
works !
Do this over the next terrible or
not so terrible problem you hear about.
Every time you feel scared or full of
worry and dread, pray. Call on God.

IN
PRISON
BY
SINGING
HYMNS
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S

G

N
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Then sing a song that gives you hope.
Do you have favorite songs from
our hymn books or the Songs ol
Zion? When I'm driving the car in a
dreadful thunderstorm, I sing Nø
Never Alone or My God! Thou See'st
Me. When I feel heartsick about
others, I sing 1 .9aw the lYicked
Flourish Like a Green Bay Tree, or

Gootl Morning God.
Tum off your stereo, your CD's
and the radio. Tum on the reaì
power-a song of trust ând praise to
God. It will make you braver, shonger
ând better. Let a hymn ofpraise work
for you over and over and over.
With care, and may God Be lYith
You Till lle Meet Again.
Love,
Sister Jan
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Tell Him. Don't gossip about your
friend-say a prayer in Jesus' name.
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WONDERS OF HIS LOVE...

. ..And Jesus said, "Come to the
waters, stand by my side; I know you
are thirsty, you won't be denied. I felt
every tear-drop, when in darkness you
crìed, and I strove to remind you, that

those chains that were binding her."
The gift oftongues was spoken with
the interpretation, "My love was
proven to you th.rough the cross." Immediately after that Sunshine shouted,

all in white.
Sister Linda Benyola saw a
brilliant figure ofa man, kneeling at the
sacrament table, with his head bowed
down. She ¿lso saw two figures,
brilliantin white, walking back and

Praise God!

forth on the mìnistry.
The words, "I call and I receive"
came to Brother John Griffith. What a
confirmation of His great Love for us

.,I WANT TO BE BAPTZED!'

Sunday moming, Au gust 4, 2002,
we met at the water's edge to witness
another soul surrendering to the Lord.
Sister Sunshine was baptized by

Brother Scott Griffith. What a blessing this was, but the Lord had much
more for us this day.
After a request of hymns sung by
Brother Phil and Sister Linda Benyola,

FOR THOSE TEARS I DIED." The
Lord calls and we answer and there
are times we struggle to answer right
away, but the Lord never gives up on

Atlanta, Georgia

We, at the Forest Hills Branch,
have received such an abundance of
His love, spirit and blessings this day
that I wanted to share it with all the

By Brother Mark Kovacic
Chønce Meeting?

saints.

God like Nephi and Sam. The message
was brought out that it is an individual
choice. We discussed reasons why we
would serve the Lord and why we
wouldn't. A circle was formed and
Brother Scotl Griffith felt to close in
prayer. Afterwards, Sunshine was
very touched and we could see she
was struggling. Brother Sam Risola
laid hands on her asking God to "break

After Sister Debbie Gonzalez
If That Isn't Zove, Brother Phil
Benyola read John l4:28 conceming
the "Peace" the Lord gives us.
God is trulya living God. giving so
much to those that love and servc
Him. I hope you felt a ìittle bit of this
spirit that we experienced. May God
sang

bless you.

us,

The spirit of God started buming
several months ago. Sunshine met the
Church through Brother Dan Risola,
her fiancé. She enjoyed the fellowship
very much, but had been struggling for
a while with her desire to be part of
this Gospel. Many blessings were
received through the love ofGod and
she was always mindful ofher desire.
Brother Dan also felt the spirit had
touched her and that she was struggling.
Sunday evening, July 28, 2002,
we had a Solid Foundation (formerly
New Members) class. The discussion
was from the Book of Mormon,
Nephi's dream. Sister Pearl had
asked why some ofLehi's children
(Laman and Lemuel) did not follow

and His happiness when we obey.

Sister Sunsh¡ne after be¡ng
baptized by Brother Scott Griff¡th.

A few Saturdays ago, my
brother-inJaw, Brother Jerry Lee
Warden, and I were in the Marietta
Public Library (Marietta is northwest
of Atlanta). I was picking out some
new books on tape to be listened to in
the car during my coÍmutes to work.
I overheard

a man on the other side of
the shelves. I could not see his face,

Brother Jim Speck read John 14:25-26
pertaining to the Holy Ghost. "These
things have I spoken unto you, being
yet present with you. But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom

but his voice and what he was saying
told me he was an American hdian.
I thought what an opportunity!
Then, I hesitated. I started rationalizing, "It's a public place, I should be

the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things and bring all

careful," etc. But as I started for the
stairs, I stopped and prayed in my
heart, asking the Lord for assistance.
The man ât that point also started
up the steps ând I asked him what
nation he was from. He responded
thât he was a Lakota Sioux. I asked
him what brought him so far from
home. He said he was there to start
an American Indian Association.
Althôugh he was ìeaving, I struck up a
conversation with him and gave him
one ofmy church cards and told him to
call me ifhe needed any help.

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."
The elders then gathered around
Sister Sunshine and she was confirmed
by Brother John Griffith. After Brother
Dan gave his testimony, he, Brother
Scott, Brother Bryan and Brother John
Griffìth then sang, There is a River.
Sister Sunshine then gave her testimony to the congregation. While Sister
Sunshine was testifying, a few experiences took place:
Sister Pearl Zinzi saw Sister
Sunshine, her hair and clothing arrayed

(Continued on Page 8)
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At General Church conference I
\'r'as telling Brother Richard Scaglione
about this encounter and he quickly
pointed out that he and Sister Lucetta
had worked among the same people
during the three years they lived in
Eagle Butte, South Dakota in the early
1960's. Brother and Sister Scaglione
were in Atlanta just fwo months ago
showing slides about the Book of
Mormon and sharing their experiences
from their stay in South Dakota.

Chance meeting? I don't think
so. So, please pray with me that this
American fndian will call and that The
Church of Jesus Ckist may have an
opponunìty to work with the American
I¡dians in the Atlanta area.

Fort Worth, Texas
By Brother D avid Casillas
In September, 2002, in the Ft.
Worth Texas branch, Brother Joel
Monsivias was chosen by God to be
ordained a minister by Brother Ike
Smith. The service began like most
others with a comforting introduction
from the minister. There was also an
invigoratin g excitementproduced by
intense anticipation and curiosity as to
what God had in store for the congregation that special Sunday morning.
The ordination service proved to be an
emotional blessing from start to finish.
Visitors for the occasion included
Brother Tom Liberlo, Sister Bonnie
Smith, and several others, including
some from Laredo, Texas. Quoting
Brother Ike Smith "Brother Joel has
been called by God and God doesn't
make mistakes." Brother Joel's feet
were washed by Brother Pete
Giannetti. Then, filled with tears of
indescribablejoy that only God can
bring you, Brother Joel gave a beautiful testimony which was a blessing to
hear. One can only imagine what
glorious things God has in store for
Brother Joel's future, and for all ofour
futures in The Church ofJesus Christ.
Praise God!

A Day Filled with
Blessings at Vanderbilt,
PA
By Sister Peggt Stroko
The day, September 29, 2002 was
started at 9:00 am. as we gathered at
the shore of the Youghegeney River at
Dawson, Pennsylvania. Another of
God's children surrendered their all to
Him. The winds were calm as Brother
Lawrence King took Margaret Iìene
Frankenbery into the waters ofbaptism.
We met back at the branch, Zo
the llork wâs sung as Margaret made
her way forward to sit in front ofthe
congregation. Brother Richard
Lowther was touched by the Spirit as
he laid hands upon her head. He
prayed asking God to besto'¡r' upon her
the gifts ofThe Church ofJesus Christ
and that the fruits ofthe Spirit would
manifest throughout her life. He then
pronounced the gift ofthe Holy Ghost
upon her.
Sister Margaret and daughter-inlaw Sister Connie Frankenbery sang a
duet, How Great Thou ArL after we
all greeted our ne\¡/ sister in Christ.
Brother Chester Nolfi spoke
saying, "The angels are rejoicing today
that another soul has come to the
Lord." He made reference to St. John
14:26, "Bul the Comforter, whích is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Falher
will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things

to your remembrdnce, whatsoever I
have said unlo you." Brother
Chester continued by saying, "We
need that Spirit of the Holy Ghost."
Brother Richard Lowther followed, saying, "Use that gift ofthe
Holy Ghost wisely and let it work for
you."
Brother Lawrence King then
spoke relating the experience he had at
the water's edge this morning. "It was
a tremendous experience for me this
moming because as I put Maggie
down into the water and I looked down
and her body seemed to be so level. I
couldn't believe it honestly, truly! She
was buried with Ch¡ist. I have never
experienced that before. I looked
down and it looked as though her body

was just level there in the rrater and
when she came up she was a

new

creature in Christ Jesus!" He continued by saying, "We can't expect
Ch¡ist to conform to us, we must

conform to Christ."
Our service was continued by the
ordinance of Feet Washing where the
blessings côntinued to be prevalent.
The meeting was ended in prayer
as we formed a circle oflove holding
hands.

There has been much sorrow in
our branch because of the recent
passing ofAaron Darr, Sister Goldie
Hixon, and Sister Susanna King.
Today we are told of two members of
the Church transferring to our branch
Brother James and Siste¡ Mechelle
Haugh, with their daughters Nia and
Taryn. Now we have another new
sister in Christ, MargaretL Frankenbery.
May God bless our nevr' sister
and our new members!
God is healing our Branch! He
continues to bless us all!

Blessing in New
Brunswick, NJ
On Sunday, October 5th,2002,
we were b'lessed with the Spirit of God

in our presence. We were few in
number that day in the New Brunswick, New Jersey branch but none the
less, we know the Lord has said that
where trvo or three are gathered
together in His name, He would be in
theirmidst.
In Sunday School, Brother James
Howard continued with the previous
week's lesson on 2nd Nephi, Chapter
9, expounding on why Christ died and
ifHe had not died, what hope would

there have been for us? He also
discussed having wisdom, understanding and discemment. We were also
blessed to have our Sister Terry Bravo
from the Edison, New Jersey Branch

visiting us. She was a provided "ram
in the bush" setting the sacrament
table.

Brother Sam Sgo opened the
moming meeting in prayer and the
Spirit ofGod was surely in his offer-

(
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ing. Following was Brother James
Howard, who spoke on Proverbs,
Chapter 4, versus 5 thru 8. He spoke
on wisdom being the principal thing
and lhe imponance ofpossessing wisdom, lnowledge, understanding and
discemment. He also spoke on
obedience and how obedience was
better than sacrifice. He implored us
to stay with the Church and "forsake

her not, and she shall preserve thee:
love her, and she shall keep thee."
Brother Sam Sgro, who read
from Ecclesiastes, Ch¿pter 12, verses
9 thru I I and l3 thru 14, conceming
knowledge and the whole duty of man,
followed him. Next, Brother Wilbert
McNeil spoke on our promise we
made at the water's edge, love and

92-Year-Old Baptized
october 13, 2002 began with
the saints gathering at the ImperíâI,
Pennsylvania Branch. Under the
direction of the Holy Spirit, itwas
decided not to break the congregatíon
into separate classes. Instead, we
would remain in one group, unified,
singing praises to our God in anticipation ofanother soul coming to Chdst.
Elmer Bittinger, at the age of 92 was
going to the waters ofrejuvenation.
Several of his family members including his brother, Apostle Joseph
Bittinger, gathered to support him. The
songs ofredemption filled the air. Our
jubilationwas great!
Soon the caravan began like a

great tlain heading to the waters
Evangelist Jim Moore and Brother Bob
Buffington escorted EImer into the
water. As Brother Bob lifted his hands
to the heavens, a glorious beam of light
broke through theclouds, spotlighting
the three men, acknowledging
heaven's delight.

The same spirit prevailed as
Brother Tom St¡oko, his grandnephew,
laid hands upon our new brother in
prayer to receive lhe Holy Ghost.
While the congregation prepared
to greet our newest member, Apostle
Joseph Bittinger took his brother's
hands. He hugged him and told him

"you've always been a good man, a
hard worker, now you will havejoyl"
What a blessed event to witness!

obedience. Brother Ricþ Calabro
followedspeakingin lstCorinthians,
Chapter 2, verse 12, conceming the
discerning spirit ofGod. He also
spoke about the foolishness

ofGod

being wiser then men. We were blest
to hear from all the Elders that Sunday.
During testimony, Sister Terry
Bravo related how she had attended
Sunday School in Edison that morning
and how the young children's lesson
was on Solomon's wisdom. What a
wonderfulblessing how the Lord
confìrmed the message that was
brought forth to us from the youngest
to the oldest!

Sister Maria Canseco Espinoza,
one ofour newly baptized sisters,
testified ofa vision she had upon
coming to Church. She saw a white
dove flying in front ofthe church and
during the preaching she saw a bright

light over the priesthood and did not
understand what it meant.
Brother Ricþ explained the dove
as being representative ofGod's spirit
and the bright light also beingthe Spirit
of God, as we can truly testi$ He was
in our presence.
We enjoyed a beautiful meeting
as we felt God's spirít, goodness,
grace and love in the teaching, preaching, singing, testimonies andpartaking
of çommunion. God is so good to us.
It was asked of Him to come into our
midst and He did not disappoint us. As
our Brother Wilbert often says (using
his mother's words), "Who wouldn't
serve a God like this!" Amen!

Brother Bob Bufflngton, assisted by BrotherJim Moore,
baptizlng Brother Elmer Bittinger.

Tampa, Florida
By Brolher Peler Benyola
Perhaps Brother Dee Eutsey
missed Sunday school for a reason this
moming.
For the past several months, in
Sunday school, as a group, we have
been reading Brother V. James
Lovalvo's book, A Dissertation on lhe
Faith and Doctrine of the Church of

Jesus Christ. Today, we studied
Article 23, conceming the Peaceful
Reign and how man will be in the
mofial form when He takes His
children to Zion. We discussed many
topics includingthe humbling of the
nation and how September I I and its
longJasting repercussions may have
played a part in ushering in the Peaceful Reign, We also discussed other
(Continued on Page 10)
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the branch, had trouble finding the
building, butanived in time for the

Continued from Page g

requisites, whrch mustbe fulfìlled
before Zion, such as the coming about
of the Choice Seer. Although we
barely scratched the suface of Article
23, we established the importance of
retaining righteousness ìn our daily
lives so we will always be prepared for
the coming ofthe Lord. Brother

George Benyola Jr., who was also
visiting, asked the question in Sunday
school, "Where is Zion to be located?
have been told probably Nofh or
South America."
Brother Dee, Brother Dewalne,
and Sister Coco Eutsey, who visited
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the passage as well as in our lesson,
"I¡ the timetable ofthe Lord, rhere is a
time and a place for everything."
Another confirmation that the Spirit of
the Lord was in our midst w¿s when
Brother Dee proclaimed that the
gathering in Zion is to take place some-

where in the Americas.
Brother Dee, being absent from
our Sunday school service, had absolutely no lcrowledge ofwhat had been
discussed before they arrived. How-
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Maximillian (2). Brother Giovanni's
natural Brother,Osvaldo, is also in
Frankfurt and has cancer. Please pray
forhim-
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can happen.

Closing comments were pre-
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cidence.
I taught Sunday school for the
first time today. After Brother Dee's
words converging with our lesson, I
truly feel that the Lord was with me.
Small congregations like ours in the
Tampa Branch really appreciate
visitors and we are always very grateful forspecial blessings like this.

Prizner, Joe and Donna
14157 S. Manassas Ln.

Koeth, David and Diana
Bakersfield,

agarn, the Lord blessed us with the
prevalent gift of a recently read piece
ofscripture or thought splicing with a
sermon. Such a remarkable occurrence cânnot be dismissed as â coin-

Plainfield,IL 60544
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meeting. In Brother Dee's sermon, he
began by noting that there is a time
and a place for everything. This dovetailed astonishingly with a key point in

ever, he had directly answered Brother
George's question and his sermon (
overall connected harmoniously with
the focus ofour discussion. Once
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scrap ofpaper that had the same verse
of scripture written down. Once he
was composed, Brother Giovanni told
us that the day that his daughter first
lefl her home and family, God had
given him this sâme scripture. He was
even more confident that God was
with him and his familythrough this
revelation. We all wept and rejoiced
together with him.
Please continue to remember this
brother and sister in your prayers.

Their family also needs God's touch
and we ask your prayers for them.
The family includes: Lena (daughter)
and Antonio (son-inJaw): children
Giaccamo (13) and Julia (6). Marina
(daughter) and Mimmo (son-in-law):
children - Valentino (l 1) and

-

sented by Brother Lou Vitto, stressing
the importance ofbaptism and not
fleeing from the spirit. "We must.put
the Lord first and all things will be
added to you (Matthew 6:33). Do you
feel the same as the day of baptism?
Is it your desire to see all ofyour
family in the Church? What will it
take? Where are you with God
tonight? We must get out of the attitude of our will and into His. 'I can do

all things through Christ which
strenglheneth ne' (Philippians 4: l3).
Build your shength on Ch¡ist and NOT
upon man. We musi get serious with
God and not play church. Gooutone
by one with a desire to bring one soul
to Christ. Reserve a seat for the Lord
tomorrow, here and for every branch

andmission,"
The evening service was closed
by stnging Remind Me Dear Lord.
B¡other Richard Loffredo offered
prayer.

Sunday morning, September 15,
he Evangelistic services were continued with Brothers Lou Vítto, Mike
LaSalla, Tom Everett and Frank Vitto

present. Our Presiding Elder inhoduced our brothers and visitors and
tumed the service over to the Evangelists. ll/hat A Savior was sung and
prayer was offered by Brother Mike
LaSalla.

As Brother Tom Everett opened
the service he broughl our attention to
Revelations and reference io the seven
churches and that they will not be
gathered until they learn ofour Redeemer.

He read from Matthew 24:36-42
regarding Noah and the A¡k and not
knowing when the Lord shall come.
"They were eating and drinking,
marrying and given in marriage until
the day Noah entered the ark. They
knew not that the flood would come
because they did not believe Noah and
made fun ofhim as he built the ark."
"Noah was given the instructions on
how to build the ark and the specific
dimensions. It took 120 years and
during thìs time Noah was telling the
people for many years that it would
rain. If they did not repent, they would
be desnoyed. Many people today are
like those ofold and do not believe in
God and will suffer the same destruction." Brother Tom asked if we were
on board the ship? At this time the
words from the h'.rnn Set Her Free
were read. He again asked if we
were sealed on the ship with the Lord?

"September I I wasjust the beginning
if we are running, we must stop
and walk with Him. You never lnow if
you have tomorrow, ifyou are not on
board, you are not sealed. We must
and

repent and be sealed on the ship.
Christ cannot help them that do not
repent. Again are you on board the
ship? Pray and do notjump ship. Fear
not the God who guides the ship's
helm. Ifyou are on the Lord's ship, no
matter what comes you will be saved.',
Sister Karen Romanski and

Brother Lou Yitto sang Sheltered in
the Arms of God. Brother Fnnk
Vitto followed stating that God has a
purpose for us. "Pharaoh asked Jacob
what has been your life and Jacob
replied that he had few sins." Brother

Frank asked, "What broughtjoy and
happiness to us while attending church
and what caused the angels to sing?
Baptism. We were asked if all our
sins were left at the rrater shore or did
we keep some with us? Direction in
our life is important and without God
we do not have guidance. Jesus was
baptized as an example and said you
must repent and be baptized in order to
enter the kingdom ofHeaven. The
angels rejoice when one soul repents.
Do you want to have the Lord close
the door on you? Thenyouwillnot
have the opportuniry to repent. Our
time is quickly passing by and we need
to get uÞ and work quickly. We must
walk and talk with Jesus and remember America must repent. We must
be aware of where we have our
thoughts. We must get close to God in

there was plenty oflight to practice by
The young man climbed up to the
highest diving board and as he ti:med
his back to the pool on the edge ofthe
board and extended his arms out, he
saw his shadow on the wall. The
shadow ofhis body, was in the shape
ofa cross. lnstead ofdiving, he knèlt
down and asked God to come into his

life.
As the young man stood, a
maintenance man walked in and tumed
tbe lights on. The pool had been
drained for repairs.
A wonderful service was closed
as the congregation joined hands in a
circle around the auditorium while
singing lVhen The Roll is Called up
Yonder. Brother Perry Vìtto then
óffered closing piayer.

order to move forward."
Sacrament was administered ând
several were anointed. Brother Mike
LaSalla asked if we enjoyed today's
service? "Who would want more
blessings manifested upon them?
Recommend more Fasting and Prayer,
little ornoTelevision and anything that
distracts us from the spirit ofthe Lord.
Ifyou are not on the boat, you must
get back on the ship. We should visit
with one another, because we need
eâch other."
Brother Lou Vitto concluded by
saying, "The revival mustbegin within
each of us." He asked that we prây
for the Priesthood of the Church that
they may spread the word and be in
God's plan. "We must rid ourselves of
distractions so God can use us to fulfill
His work." Brother Lou read a story
as

follows:

WAS IT CHANCE?
A young man who had been raised

*

WEDDINGS *

Brother Gerald Morle and Sister
Linda Ali were united in holy mahimony in Greensburg, Pennsylvania on
September 21, 2002.
Thomas Barrett and Gina Canova
were united in holy mahimony in
Glassport, Pennsylvania on October 5,

2002.

Brother Jim Bork and Sister Jan
Steinrock were united in holy mahimony in Detroit, Branch #2 on June
28,2002.

Kevin Lee Kendall and Lori Ann
Hodgetts were united in holy matrimony in Roscoe, Pennsylvania on
September 28, 2002.

as

an atheist was training to be an
Olympic diver. The onlyreligious
influence in his life came from his outspoken Christian friend.

The young divernever really paid
much attention to his friend's sermons,
but he heard them often.
One night the diver went to the
indoor pool at the college he attended.
The lights were off, but as the pool had
big sþlights and the moon was bright,

Baptisms and
Reinstatements
Sister Judith D'Appollonio was
baptized on October 27,2002 at the
Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch. She
was baptized by Brother David Nolfi
and confirmed by Brother Ed Donkin.

Children Blessed
Danielle Renee Benyola, daughter ofPaul Eric and
Dawn Benyola, was blessed on O ctober 27 , 2002 aI the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch.
Isabella Marie Heathman, daughter of Zachary and
Sister Colleen Heathman, was blessed on April 14'2002 at
the Plumbrook, Michigan Branch
Isaac Ryan Abbott, son of Scott Ryan Abbot and
Jessica Ryan Russo, was blessed on October 27, 2002 in
the Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch.

OBITUARIES
ROSE STRANSKY
Sister Rose Stransky of the Atlanta, Gerogia Mission
on Monday, October 28, 2002'
passed
-sister on to her ¡eward
Rose was preceeded in death by her husband just one

year ago.

VELIA NOLFI DICENZO
Sister Velia Nolfi DiCenzo of the McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania Branch passed onto her rewa¡d on September
1l ,2002. She was preceded in death by her parents,
Dominic and Anna (Incowati) Nolfi; husband, Panfilo
DiCenzo; sister Vienna Carrabbia and brother Candido
Nolfi. She is survived by her daughter Nina and son Panfilo
DiCenzo; daughter-inlaw Christina and son-in-law Pat

DíCenzo; and grandson Panfilo A. DiCenzo.

BELZONER BROWN
B¡other Belzoner Brown of the Warren, Ohio Branch
passed onto his reward on August 30, 2002 He is survived

Ly his wife, Sister Alma Brown; daugbters' Karen,-Alberta
Rucker, Cheryl Nnandi, Sandy Brown-Dramus and Patricia;
sons Leroy South, Belzonia Jr., Charles and Leon; three
b¡others, L.D. Brinner, Melvin Brinner and Joe Lee
Brinner; sister, Mattie Lee Brinner; l7 grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

NORMA RO;ELTNG
Sister Norma Roseling ofthe Levitlown. Pennsylvania
Branch passed onto her reward on September 22, 2002'
She had no family but is survived by her friends including
Sister Candy Roth.

KELSEY MARIELUBIENSKI
Kelsey Marie Lubienski passed onto her rewa¡d on
September 20, 2002. She is preceded in death by her
gråndmother Donna Koebe and uncle Bobbie Lubienski' Jr'
Éhe is survived by her parents, Daniel and Becþ Jo
(Whitton) Lubienski; brother, Taylor Richard Lubienski ;
grandparents Robert and Diane Lubienski ¿nd Brother Paul
ãnd Sister Arline Whitton; great-grandmother Rebecca
Whitton; and many close relatives and friends.

GRACE (TRUPIANO) FURITANO
Sister Grace (Trupiano) Furitano passed onto her
reward on June 24, 2002' She is preceded in death by her
husband Brother John Furitano and son Joseph Furitano'
She is suwived by her daughters, Sister Rose Mary Ausilio,
Sister Josephine Mclennan and Sister Kathleen Furitano;
three sisteri, two brothers, eight grandchrldren, three greatgrandchildren, and many nieces and nephews

DONALD E. KENDALL SR,

Address Change
Name
Address

Phone

Brother Donald E. Kendall, Sr., ofthe Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch passed ontó his reward on October 29,
2'002. He is survived by his wife Evelyn; three sons, Donald,
Kevin and Mark; one brother, Brother John Kendall and
two sisters, Sister Juanita Stanko and Sister Gladys Stanish'

SHALIMAR FANNING
Shalimar Fanning ofLorain, Ohio, passed onto her
reward on Septemb er 23,2002. She was preceded in death
by her father, Jay. She is survived by her husband' Bruce;
mother, Betty Armstrong; brothers, Dan and Steve
Armstrong; brother and sister-inlaw, John and Sister Dora
Armstrong and nephew Eric Armstrong.
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Tiny Church Poised for Fight
(Editor's Note; The following
article, written by Meaghan M.
McDermott, was taken from lhe
"Democrat and. Chronicle" Newspapcr, regarding our branch in
Rochester, New York.)
Fortylhree years ago, local
members of The Church of Jesus
Christ pooìe d their money, time and
talents to raise a house of God on
North Winton Road near Empire
Boulevard.

Now, the tiny church's twelve
members are pooling their resources
for a different struggle: to keep the
town from using eminent domain
la,¡r's

to tum their I .6 acre church
a balìfìeld.
Church leaders say the town js

property into

tkeatening them, but town officials
say lheir intentions have been misunderstood. Officials say they'd
never vote to seize the church although they'd still like to purchase
the property.
Over the summer, church
leaders met informally with town
officials to discuss the town's
interest in adding the church property
to George B. McAvoy Memorial
Park.

McAvoy Park, home of two
lighted softball fields, tcnnis courts

and a concession stand, is bordered
by Route 590, Empire Boulevard,
North Winton Road and The Church

of Jesus Christ property.
"The park has reached a point
where it needs to be revitalized," says
Town Supervisor David Schantz,
noting that the to'.vn plans to rebuild
the park. "We're having problems
wilh the lighting, the playing surface is
tir€d and the lavatory facilities and
parking are inadequate."
Schantz also noted that nearly
98% ofall land in lrondequoit is already developed, leaving few places
for the town to expand its recreatíonal
offerings.
He said the church parcel would
be an ideal addition to McAvoy Park.
"With young families continuing
to flock to hondequoit, the demand
for more facilities continues to
increase," he said.

During those earlynegotiations,
the town offered church leaders
$225,000 for the entire church parcel
although no formal purchase offer

was tendered.
Church leaders then countered

with an offer to sell an undeveloped
chunk ofland behind the church, said
Pastor Andrew Locci, who has lead
the church's congegation for the past
10 years,

"We rusl wanted them to leave us
enough roóm for the building and a
small parking lot, but lhey tumcd il
down," he said.
The church building, with itsplain
brick front and austere v,/hite sanctuary, holds a special place in Locci's
heart. He joined The Church ofJesus
Christ as a teen in the mid-1950's and
in 1959 was one ofmany who helped
build the shucture.
Worldwide, The Church of Jesus
Christ, which is based in Monongahela,
Pa., has about 10,000 members ìn at
least 24 counhies, said Locci. Members of the nondenominational Christian church believe in theBible and the
Book of Mormon, but the church is not
affiliated with the Church ofJesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.
After their compromtse proposal
was shot down, church leaders asked
the town for a letter outlining its
intentions for the property.
They received an unpleasant
surprise: The letter not only spelled out
the town's desire to purchase the
property, but also appeared to threaten
to take the property through eminent

domain.

Municipalities can use eminent
domain procedures to force a sale and
acquire land for public use, even ifthe
owner does not want to sell.
According to lhc ìctter. "ll for
(Continued on Page 10)
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Growth in the Philippines
BY Brother Ron Giovannone
Whrle visiting with the newlY
established missions on the Island of
Mindanao, Philippines this past fall,
the l.ord allowed me to witness the
soulpting of a great work just now

beginning to take form. I felt like
Jeremiah, who in the 18th chapter of
his book described watching a potter
working the clay in his hands on the
wheel until he could form a vessel
that could be used.
The work in the Philippines
started a few years ago by a fax sent
to the Church from a man named

Malachi Caling. Several Brothers
from the Missionary OPerating Committee (MOC) answered Malachi's
repeated request for The Church of
Jesus Christ to come to his town of
Tagum, just outside ofDavao CitY,
Mindanao in November 2000. Just
two years later, and after four successful trips, the work has grown to
265 baptized members located on two
separate islands. ln a very short lime
the Lord has worked with these humble saints and allowed them to grow
and mature through each steP of the
spiritual process.
The saints rn the PhiliPPines are
young spiritually but have a good
understanding ofthe Book of Mon¡on
and the history of the Church. Brother
Rommel f)esoloc, an Elder and
assistant to Brothcr Malachi in charge
ofthe missions in the Philippines, has
translated the entire Book of Mormon
into the Visayan language in less then
six months (Visayan is thc native
language ofthe Island of Mindanao)

Within several months, we hope to
have a Visayan Book of Motmon.
This will greatly help in the growth of
the work in the Philippines.
On this recent hip I made in
October 2002 with Brother Art and
Sister Martha Gehly, the saints of the
Philippines took another maj or step in
becoming well established in the
Restored Gospel, There were fltve
Elders in the Philippines and eight
missions. Each Elder was assigned to
a particular mission, and the ordained
Teachers were used at the other
missions when an Elder was unable to
be present for their meetings, As {he
labors were growing, the need for
additional ordained offi cers, especially

in the Ministry, was evídent.
When we began to plan for this
trip last fall, our prayers were that the
Lord would move upon this work and
call several individuals into various
ordained offìces thât 'rere needed.
Our hopes were to look for potential
candidates and encourage their
growth to see them take on more
spiritual responsibility. As the trip
approached, ít became apparent that
the Lord was already two steps ahead
of us. When we left Pittsburgh on a
30-hourjoumey to the Island of
Mindanao, the Elders of the Philippines had requestêd 22 individuals to
be ordained into various ordained
ofhces, including eight candidates for
the Ministry. Additionally, there were
l2 requests for baptism (which

quickly tumed into 36 by the end

of

the trip).
It seemed like a daunting task to
fulfil1 theirrequest, considering all that
we had planned for the brief time that
we would have with them. As the trip
progressed, however, it became
apparent the Lord was using this

opporlunily to move this work from
newly formed mission to a well-

a

established Church in the lslands of
the Philippines.
This growth was most evident
among the Ministry. As Brother Art
and I began to form a ministerial

board with the five Elders ofthe

Phil¡ppine Elders, left to right: Yolly Yangke, Rolando Caballes, Luc¡no
Gutâng, Cesar Gelestino, Aurelio Galing, Alfonso Dapar, June Desoloc,
Antoniõ Villarubia, Benjamin Sabino, Orencio Jaso, Rommel Desoloc, and
Malachi Galing.
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Philippines, ourprayer to the Lord
.

wâs that He would make His will
known unto us about the potential
candidates and to allow the existing
five Elders to see the importance of
the procedure they were performing.
It was glorious to see how the Lord
took the seven of us and created a
bond that placed us into great spiritual

The first Sunday service there
began with our Sister Judy conducting
a Sunday School lesson about the
story of Abraham, his faith and God's
promise to Abraham. She also
concluded with the theme "'Jr'ith God,

All Things Are Possible." Brother
Luis followed with the theme of the
promise to Abraham in his sermon

unity. This spiritual unity allowed us to

followed by the visitrngbrother and

Lord had called each
candidate into the Ministry, and
reaffimed unto us the love that we
had for one another.
It is glorious to see God's working hands begín to form His vessels of
clay in the Islands ofthe Philippincs.
By the end of the week, when all the

sisters expressing themselves. During
the anointing ofSister Ana Subuyuj, a
Deaconess at the mission, Sister
Gladys, Brother Luis' sister, had a
vision in which she saw fire come
down and sur¡ound Sister Ana and
the Lord told her ifSister Ana had
faith, He would heal her, Sister Ana

see how the

the story ofthe day. Sisters Kristy
Rogalla and Darlene Marroquin
taught the 7-9 year old class. Brothers Jim Draskovich and Luis Marroquin taught the l0-13 year olds, whiìe
Sisters Judy Salemo and Terri
Everett laughl the teenage class.
Upon meeting these children, you feel
an instant love for them and the lovc
they have for you. Even though there
is a language barríer, you are able to
communicate to their hearts through
the love of Jesus Chrrst.
Monday they leamed the story
of Daniel and the lion's den and the
song No Dinner, which the y leame d
in both English and Spanish, No llay
Cena. 'lhis song was wrìtten by

serninars, 20 ordinations, 36 bâptisms,
and children blessings were concluded, we spent the aftemoon with
Brother Rommel and his wife, Sister
May. at lheir very humble home.
Thcre we rested after a long day,
cooled by the shade of the bamboo
awnrng and the refreshing j uices from
a fresh coconut, along with thcir
family and friends sharing our lives
together, which a few days earher
seemed to be worlds apart. Thís will
be my lastìng memory.

"With God, All Things
Are Possible"
By Sister Kristy Rogalla
and Brother James Draskovich
The Guatemala Subcommittee
held tbeir second Vacation Bible
School in Guatemala October 28-3 l,
2002. Sisters Judy Salemo, Karen
Progar, Terri Everett, Kristy Rogalla,
and Brother Jim Draskovich traveled
to Guatemala to parlicipate tn this
long-awaited evènt since ìast year's
was canceled because of the September 1l'h events- This was the fìrst trip
to Guatemala for Sisters Terri and

Krisf. EvangelistPaul Ciotti, Sr.
joìned the group the following
Wednesday to assist Brolher Luis
Marroquin, the mission's only Elder.

Ch¡ldren from Guatemala Vacation B¡ble School v¡s¡t¡ng the zoo
later testified she could feel a warmth
go through her body when Brother
Luis Marroquin placed his hands on
her head, and the pain left her body.

Sisters Barb Nuzzi and Kathy Genaro
of the Ohio Region and remained a
favorite for everyone for the week.

Praise God!
The Vacation Bible School
commenced the following Monday

Tuesday's story was about
Noah, which included a trtp to the
Guatemala Zoo with a lunch and ice
cream snack. The children were
very appreciative and well-behaved
and all 45 children and 13 adults
retumed home safely despite a rather
entertaining ride on a Guatemalan
school bus,

with the theme, "Pillars of the Scriprure," focusing on the biblical stories
of Daniel, Noah, David and Joseph.
Almost 50 children were present for
the four days, Each day consisted of
a small chapel service, class with their
respective teachers, a craft or activity,
a snack and leaming a song rclative lo

Thank you, Sisters.

(continued on Page 4)
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Wednesday the children leamed
the story of David and Goliath followed by an aftemoon of games and

activities with prizes for all ages.
Thursday (the final day) the children
leamed the story of Joseph and practiced lor lhe program that evening
when all their parents and respective
families would be in attendance. The
program consisted of skits from each
ofthe stoÌies they learned during the
week and songs in both English and
Spanish. The program concluded with
the entire congregation's singing,
llon't It Be Sontething to See Lsrael
Snile in Spanish. It was evident that
the Lord and Israel were smiling at
thât moment. The evening's events
concluded with presenting each

participating child with a bag oftreats
and a certificate of completion followed by a snack and fellowshiP for
those attending. Our hearts were
conflicted with joy at all that tookplace
and sorrow as the children one by one
greeted us for fhe last time wíih tears
in their eyes that the Vacation Bible
School had come to an end,
Friday, the mission held a service
in honor ofthe recent graduation of
Rafael's oldest daughter, Zuli. He is
the mission's musíc teâcher. It is
customary in Guatemala to hold a
service to give God the honor and
thanks for such an accomplishment.
The mission was very honored to hold
this service for Rafael and his family,
as this was the family's request.
Rafael has been teaching a small
Youth Choir at the mission for about a
year and a half and has grown to be a
signilicant friend to all the membership
of the mission. The¡e were about 60
people in attendance consisting ofthe
mission's membership and manY of
Rafael's family and friends attending
The Church ofJesus Christ for the
very first time. The service consistcd
of a short address from tsrothers Luis
and Paul regarding "putting God first in
all things" and various group and
individual musical selections.
Salurday consisted of a seminar
lor lhc mjssion w jlh the theme ot
"Communication, Love and Respect."

Brother Paul led the discussion referring to many scriptures pertaining to
the need to love and respect one
another; children, respect your parents.
Parents, provoke not your children.
During the discussion, Sister Karen
was inspired to iook for a scripture in
Proverbs that states "a soft answer
turns away wrath," thinking this should
be read to the group. While she and

Brother Jim were looking for the
scripture, Bro. Paul asked if Proverbs
15: I could be read, which is the verse
with which our sister was inspired!
The evening was spent in fellowship at
our Brother l-orenzo and Sister Ana
Subuyuj 's home, with over 30 people in
attendance in one room.
Brother Paul asked for the teenage group to slng the song, Jesus MY
Friend. Duríngthe song, our brother
spoke in tongues and concluded with
the interpretation, "O Israel, O Israel, I
love you, Israel, I love you, Israel."
B¡other Luis then expressed that he
had concern about the following day's
events, our last Sunday service there.
During this meditation with the Lord
was when Brother Paul spoke in
tongues, giving our brother the understanding that the Lord was prepating
us for the next day's events. After a
special prayer offered by Brother Paul,
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Samuel Oliva asked for his baptism!
This brother would join his wife in
marriage and baptism the folìowing
week in addition to their son, Luis.
Praise God!
Brother Paul then felt inspired to

pray for Brother Jared Manoquin.
During his prayer, he stated he did not
know why the Lord had prompted him
to pray, but during the prayer, he
stated that Jared was to be called to a
work and the Lord spoke and said, "I
have called you to be a Deacon, thus
saith thc Lord." After the player.
Jared spoke under the spirit, saying,
"Glona a Dios, Gloria a Dios, Glorta a
Dros." Later, Brother Jared stated
while Brother Paul was embracing him
from behind, he could feel someone
embracing him from the front. I-le also
exprcssed that he felt a desire during
the week to do a work for the Lord,
asking to be called as a Deacon.
After many other prayers, Brother
Paul stated he had a desire to pray on
all the baptized men in attendance to
call them 1o a greater work. During
many prayers, gifts were pronounced
upon each member. Sandra Tuche, a
teenager attending the mission also
requested baptism. It was evident
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Jacqueline Juarez, Sandra Tuche, Samuel Olivia, Goncepcion olivia and
Luis Olivia, all baptized on November 10, 2oo2 by Brother Luis Marroquin'
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inhabitanls ofthe cities, and that which grew upon the grotmd. But his wife looked back
from behind hitn, and she became a pillar of salt" (Genesis 19:24-26).
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Lot's wife made a hagic mistake in tuming back to look ât the cities of sin that God was
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Jesus stated the awful condemnation thât comes upon a person when they look back to their
past, instead oflookìng forward to the great things God hasplanned for thei¡ life. A wonderful
example was when Moses died, and Joshua was commissioned to lead Israel over the river
Jordan into the Promised Land. God set aside a period of time to mourn over the death of
Moses, but when the time ofmouming was ovcr, it WAS over! It was timc to move on, forge t
the past, and receive God's greatest blessings that he had in store for Israel. 1'hey moved on
into the Promised Land conqucring city after city.

In our lives, often times the past haunts us. Be careful brothers, sisters and friends, this is a
tool ofthe devil to impede our progress in obtaining God's blessings and plan for our lives.
When we dwell on the past, we can never move forward. Some may dwell on how someone
has hurl them, and they cannot forgive. Others dwell on situations such as broken marriages
or relationships, the onsetofterminalillnesses like cancer, miscarriâge, the loss ofa loved one,
losing ajob, and the list goes on and on. Some lookbackto the life they lived before knowing
Jesus Christ. Theyrevertbackto addictions, fomication,lying, stealing, filthy communication
from their mouths, and the like. Jesus said we are not fit for His kingdom if we do this. Try
driving your car with yourhead turned looking out the backwindow. You will crash! It is the
same way spiritually. Wehave to lookforward to God's next move in our lives, otherwise we

GREAT I,ÀKES
Carolynn O'Connor

Anr Arbor,

the
the

1t

No one said it is easy to forget the past. Butjust like Israel had a period of time to mourn ovcr
the death of Moses, we too must realize that when the past hâunts us, it must be temporary.
It MUST come to an end or else we can never move on. I love when I hear young people in
the Church ¡efer to themselves as "the Joshua generation." Yes, as the prophecies unfold
before our very eyes, and as we see the "bìoom on the vine," it is time to gird up our loins, stop
the mourning, and cross the river Jordan to obtain our Promised Land! P'ead I'he Songs oJ
Zion and seehow every song looks forward, notbackward. God wants us toprepare ourselves
to cross Jordan. He wants to establish His Zion, and He wants each and every one of us to
be a part of it, and not be left in the wildemess to die. But if we dwell on our past sins,
discouragements, mistakes, and ways, we will neverbe fit for His kingdom.
Brothers, sisters and friends, forgetthe past. You can neverrelive it, orbring itback. Live for
the future. The Bible says withoutvision, thepeople willperish. Make a decislon todayto ask
God to wipe the slate clean in your life. Ask Him to forgive everything you've ever done that
displeased Him. Start a new life oflooking forward, striving to make each day better, Look
forward and strive to keep step with God's plan for you. He will lead you fromvictory to victory
because He loves you.
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someone like these women, what good
will my life be? Send him back to
Haran to find a godly wife."
She told Jacob, find a wife but
stay there until Esau no longer wants
to kill you. I will send a message to
you when it is safe to retum.
Jacob ended up staying twenty

The

Children's
Corner
By Sister J anet Bork
Dear Boys and Girls,
Sometimes we think that we are
the only people with

familyproblems

or that in the old days, people had
perfect lives. This isn't true. ln the
Bible we read about a young girl
named Rebekah who reallY relied on
God. First, she was brave enough to
leave her family and go by camelback
âcross the hot desert to marry a distantly related stranger, named Isaac.
She was young and beautiful and
had never had a husband Yet. Isaac
had tumed forty years old. FIe was the
promised son of Abraham, a man who
truly loved the Lord. Abraham was
getting older. He wanted his son to
marÐ/ a woman rvvho worshipped God,
not to statues. He sent his trusted
servant back to Haran, the land he and
Isaac's mother, Sarah had oome from.
The servant praYed thât God
would pick out the wife for Isaac. IIe
told God, "I'11 wait at the well and ask
for water, When the right girl comes,
let her answer and say she'll give my
camels water too."
It was evening, and out came
Rebekah with a big empty Pitcher to
fìll with water for her family and cooking. When she saw the stranger, she
offered him water and said everything
the Lord had told him to ask!

Immediately the servant rejoiced
and praised God! He'd found the
special bride for Isaac! He gave her
golden bracelets and an earring and
asked to meet her familY, He found
out she was a distant relative of Isaac!
This was a godly young woman for
Isaac, and she agreed to leave home to
many him. Even though she was
young, she trusted God.

When the camels returned over
dusty
desert. she saw Isaac from
the
far away. He'd gone out to meditate
and talk with God when he saw the
camels returning. She asked who he
was, got off the camel, covered herself
with a veil and went to meet him. The
Bible says he loved her and was comforted since the death of his mother.
Twenty years passed with Rachel

loving Isaac and having many responsibilities. But she couldn't have babies!
She and Isaac prayed to the Lo¡d. God
spoke to her and told her she would
have twín boys. He told her that each
boy would grow into a huge family and
that one of thc nations that came from
one son would be stronggr than the
other, IIe said the older one would
serve the youngest.
Esau was the first babY out, lle
was very red and hairy, The second
baby, Jacob, was holding on to the foot
of Esau as he came out. Esau grew uP
to be a great hunter who liked the outdoors. His old father, Isaac, liked him
best. But Rebckah remembercd what
the Lord said; she loved the second
baby, Jacob, the best.
When they grew up, both boYs
loved each other, but fought.
Onc day whcn hc was very
hungry, Esau sold Jacob his rights as
the first-bom son. Then whcn their
father \ryent to give the special blessing. Rebckah had Jacob Put on hairy
wool, bring food and tell Isaac, who
was now blind, that he 'rr'as Esau.
So as God had said, the second
son got thc special blessrng. Esau was
so angry that he planned to kill Jacob
The Bible says that Rebekah told
Isaac, "I am tired of my life because
ofthe ungodly women that our son
Flsau married. If Jacob marries

years in Haran, He fell in love with
Racheì, but was fticked into marying
Leah, and worked six more years for
the flocks of sheep and camel, We
hope that Rebekah, the girl who relied
on God. got to hear from her favorile
son, but we know he was away the

next twenty years.
Can you imagine how much she
missed him? Can you think how many
times she must have prayed to the
Lord to keep him safe and give him a
good wife? But she was a girl who
grew into a v/oman who prayed and
talked with God. Even surrounded by
(Continued on Page 1 1)
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Quincy, Florida Mission
The brothers and sisters in the
Quincy Mission were blessed to havc
visiting with us Brother Frank Rogolino
and Sister Pat lluggins. This was truly
a surprise and a treat. Brother Frank
opened the meeting with the hynm,
God Moves In A Mysterious llaY
Ihe vcrse that he focused on was "His
purposes will npen fast, unfolding
every hour. The bud maY have a bitter
taste, but sweet will be the flowerBlind unbeliefis sure to en, and scan
His work in vain. God is His own
Interyreter, and He will make it plain."
Brother Frank shared many exPeriences about his son Mark and how his
heart was heavy many times bccause
of Mark's life style. We leamed a
valuable lesson today aboutGod's time
is the right time although we may not
understand at the present time. Sometimes we look at just the outward man,
but God looks deep down inside and
sees our needs rather than our faults.
Brother Charles and Brother
IÌorace have been exhorting the saints
to seek first the things ofGod and all
other things will eventually lall in
place. The Quincy Mission has been
blessed with many visitors this month,
as many as l2 visitors in one mceling.
Some of the visitors were familY
members ofthe saints. The visitors
have for over a month been worshiping
and fellowshipping with the saints in
Quincy. One visitor testified how she
has visited many churches but never

felt the love she experienced the first
time she entered The Church of Jesus
Christ. She stated that she's considering becoming a member of the Church
soon. We ask our brothers and sisters
to pray for this lady; her name is
Dorothy. Betty Yants who has been
around the church for 20 years also is
faithful in attending and has always
enjoyed the brothe¡s and sisters,
Jackie, a visitor who has been around
the church for many Years has expressed a desire to change her life as

sister and Jackie is her daughter.
On Wednesday, October 23,
2002, we had visiting with us Brother
Allen and Sister Norma Teppetman
from New Jersey. His mother and a
friend from Mid-Georgia also visited
with them. Brother Allen shared his
testimony and told many wonderful
experiences ofhow the Lord worked
in his life through fasting and praying.
His mother is not a member of the
Church, but she was very receptive to
the brothers and sisters in Quincy. Ilida
is a young lady from Mid-Georgia who
testified of God's goodness and mercy,
She does not speak English, but Sister

Norma interpr€ted for her. She asked
the Church to pray for her familY.
When Brother Allen and Sister Norma
asked her about coming to Quincy with
them, Ilida felt her husband would
discourage her. but to Ilida's surprise,
he fully ag¡eed to the visit. Ilida's
husband told her he felt comfortable
with the sainls olthe Church. This
reminds me of the scriptures "Before

you call I will answer." We must
always let our light shine because
people are watching us,
After the meeiing we gathered in
the kitchen to enjoy some hot soup that
the sisters in the mission prepared for
this special occasion. The QuincY
Mission is expecting another tre¿t on
November I 1, 2002. A busload of
saints from the Tampa area will be
visiting with us. We invite anyone to

visít. You do not need an invitation,
just come.
On Saturday November 9,2002,
Brother Sam Risola, Regional President, wíth First and Second Counselors, Brother George Kovacic and
Brother Ron Morle met with the
officers of the Quincy Mission.
Brother Dennis Moraco was also in
attendance. A very energetic and
lively Spirit ofthe Lord was felt during
the course of this meeting as we
discussed the "Let's Grow" program
of the Southeast Region.
On Sunday, November 10, 2002,
the Quincy Mission was blessed with a
charter bus ofvisiting brothers and
sisters from the Forrest Hills Branch.
The Quincy Mission's SundaY School
class sang Thß Little Light of Mine,

Going lo Let It Shine. 'lhere
were a total of nine visiting elders in
attendance for the Sunday service. We

I'm

had representatives from Miami,
Florida to Atlanta, Georgia. The

Quincy Mission wouìd like the brothers
and sisters to know how much we
appreciate the sacrifice ofall visiting
the Quincy Mission.
Brother Ron Morle opened the
service from Matthew: l0:5-8, the
sending of the twelve Apostles. He
preached in support ofthe region's
excitement of how the "Let's Grow"
program could help build stronger
branches and missions throughout The
Church of Jesus Christ. [Ie encouraged all the saints to tell others about
this Church and invite them to come
visit The Church of Jesus Christ. He
shared an experíence of the power of
fasting and prayer. Brother Ron stated
lhat Atlanta shares meeling facilrties
with another organization that holds
meetings on the upper floor ofthe
faciliry and they arc somewhat noisy.
Even though the $oup that met above
them became quite distractlng, they did
not take the matter ín thetr own hands.
They went to God in fasting and

prayer. During the month ofOctober
the group has ceased meeting there.
Jesus is our true f¡iend He is able to
handle any problem we encounter. The
main focus of the meeting was,
"Freely ye have recervcd, lreely give,"
There is no charge for the Gospel, just
a commítment to serve Gi¡d the remainder ofour hves and wrth all our
heart, mind and soul until God calls us
home.
Sister Mandy Griffi th sang The

Day He Found M¿. Brother Scott
Grilfith played the guitar for our sister.
Brother Scott followed our Brother
Ron by sharing a Thanksgiving cxperience of Sister FIelen Campitelle from
De.troit, Michigan. Her children were
discouraged because they did not have
Thaiksgiving dinner, but God takes
care of His own. A man came to the
house and delivered all kinds offood.
We are often reminded of the words
of comfort, "I fed my people in the
time of Moses and I will also feed
them today." We serve ân awesome
(Continued on Page 8)
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Continued from Pâge 7

God ! Brother Scott made an analogy
olsports fans, illustrating how we as
saints should always desire to be
number one when it comes to our

service to God for He has never left us
alone.
Brother Dennis Moraco shared
his excitement about coming to Quincy
this weekend. He told his coworkers
about his much-anticipated kip to
Quincy to vislt his brothers and sisters.
One reply was "Are you talking about
your brothers and sisters ofyour
church?" He followed with the same
subject mâtter of the preceding
brothers. He started with go out and
tell the people about the Church. We
should take every opportunity available
to share God's goodness. Brother
Dennis shared many wonderful experiences ofhow exciting it is to go
and tell others of Jesus. He also
reminded us ofthe many whom once
worshípped with us that need to hear
the Gospel again. Just offer the
invitation. Brother Dennis also mentroned that we should be quick to tell
people about this Gospel and invite all.

Brother John Griffith shared with
us how he had planned his life, but God
had a much better plan. As a young

lad he was baptized into the Church
and a few years later the Lord gave
him a wife. There was a very important lesson leamed from Brothe¡ John
on how we should, "Seek ye first the

Kingdom of God." Brother John has
been baptized for 39 years in The
Church of Jesus Cb¡ist. The Forrest

Hills Branch blessed us with a song,
Till ll'e Meet Again.
Brother Sam Risola, was the
closing speaker. He summarized what
the other brothers preached, Go out
and tell your testimony because the
world is lookrng for hope and therc is
no hope except in Jesus Christ. He
thanked the saints of the Quincy
Missìon for alì the hospitality and love
shown through the weekend. We had
a beautiful day with our brothers and
sisters. All of our meetings are wonderful, but to have saints who were
willing to sacriñce their day which
started at 5:00 a.m. in the moming and

havel about four hours to be in a
meeting rvith us was GREAT! "Love
Oh Love Such Perfect Love" is the
only way we can explain this trip!
The meeting was closed and we
gathered in the kltchen for a meal that
was prepared by the saints. It was so
nice to fellowship with saints we have
known for quite some time and the
ones vr'e met for the first time. It
wasn't long before it was time to say
goodbye, but we were thankful for the
time that the brothers and sisters from
Fonest Hills shared with us in the

QuincyMission.

Ordination in
Monongahela, PA
On November 3, 2002, brothers
sisters
attended the Monongahela,
and
Pennsylvania Branch to witness the
ordination ofBrother Bob Nicklow, Jr.
into the Quorum of Seventy Evangelists. Brother Jim Sgro opened the
morning service in prayer and Brother
Josh Nicklow followed with singing the
hymr, Í's My Desire.
Brother Joel Gehly was inspired
to read the scripture about King
Ilezekiah in 2'd Chronicles 3 I :21 and
explain how King Hezekiah was
dedicated ln all that he did to honor
God, and that we should have that
same desire and hope. Brother Joel
challenged us if something was in ou¡
life that should not be there, to do a
housecleaning like King Hezekiah
when he told the priests to sanctify
themselves and be prepared because
God was going to do marvelous things.
God's promises are the same to us as
they were to King Hezekiah. Brother
Joel also told the story about when
King Hezekiah was sick at one point in
his life and was ready to die. Isaiah
came and told him he would die, so
King Hezekiah tumed his head to the
wall and pleaded with God. The Lord
spoke to Isaiah and told him 1o tell
King l{ezekiah that he had l5 more
years. King Hezekiah wanted to know
if these words were true, so Isaiah
gave him a choice to see the shadow
on the dial decrease or increase, speed

up or slow down. King Hezekiah
wanted to see it decrease because he
thought that was more magnificent.
That's the love and promise God had
for King Hezekiah and that's what we
have in this day and time. Brother Joel
asked us to reminisce about what God
has done for each ofus in our lives
whether lt be a healing, having a
dream orvision, or going do'¡/n into
that liquid grave and becoming a part
of His kingdom.
Brother John Mark D'Anlonio
followed having two thoughts in mind.
The word "began" means there must
be a beginning and we have to stari
somewhere as indìviduals, and also
"seek" because we have to seek for
God, Calling Brother Bob was fulfilling
God's revelation. Brother John spoke
about how Hannah couldn't have
children and she pleaded with God that
iflle gave her a child she would raise
him to serve Hìm. She took her son
Samuel to Eli, and one evening Samuel
asked Eli three times ifhe called him
and Eli said, no the first two times, and
told Samuel that God was calling him.
So he told Samuel to say, "Speak my
Lord," Sometimes we hear God's
voice calling us, but we run to and fro.
Brother John petitioned us to listen to
the voice ofthe Lord, because the
Lord is waiting for us to say, "I'm

ready to hear." When we do that He
will blcss us. Every day I{e calls us to
step up and be who He wants us to be.
He needs each of us to put things
aside and serve Him.
Brother Carl Frammolino said the
word that stuck out in his mind was
"prospered," which is what we do in
the Gospel ifwe do it right. Brother
Carl explarned the position ofan
Evangelist using Ephesians 4: I 1- l2 and
Lukc 10: 1-6, and pointed out thisjob
involves everyone because when you
give your testimony, you are evangelizing the Gospel. Brother Carl introduced all the Evangelists that were
present before Brother Bob, Jr. and his
family sang his favorile hymn, Hark
the Voice of Jesus Calling.

After they sang, Brother Bob Jr.
was ordained into the offìce ofan
Evangelist. His father, Brotlie¡ Bob
Nicklow, Sr. washed his feet and
Rrother.Iim Moore ordained him. The

February,2003
:ancl

How ltrill the Soinls Rejoice lo
Zel/ while the family greeted Brother

nrngwithGod.
3. All things were made by Him;
and without lllr¿ was not any thìng

Bob. Brother Bob then gave a beauti-

made that was made.

congregation sang the hymns Ready

ful and humble testimony.

Brother Paul Palmieri felt to
speak about our responsibility using the
scripture 2"d Corinthians 4:2-3, explaining we need to spread the GosPcl to
those who are lost. He related a saying

Brother Sam Kirschner used to use,
"Sometimes we think our light is so
small, but you light a candle in a dark
room and it shines brightly."
While several of the brothers
administered sacramgnt, the congrega-

tion sang l/ the Cross
Love Thee.

and

My Jesus

I

Brother Don Ross read from
Helaman l2:25, which states that there

will be some cast of{ not

manY and

we have that responsibility to spread
the Gospel to all.
We thank God for calling Brother
Bob Nicklow, Jr. into the Quorum of
Seventy and our prayers are with him.
The Monongahela Branch would like
to thank all the brothers and sìsters
that attended this glorious event. God
bless you all.

Lake Worth
By Sister Josie Jasmin

4. Io Hím was Life; and the Life
was the ¿¿gål of men,
5. At\d the Light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
6. There was a man sent from
God, whose name was Johr.
7. The same came for a 1vítness,
to bear witness of the Light, thal all
men through I1in might believe .
8. He was not that Light, brt
was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9. That was the tnse Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh
into the world.
Brother Sam asked, "Are we
walking in the Light?" Walking in the
light of God is the only way to walk. In
Joseph Smith's experience, he 5aw the
Light and heard lhe words, "Iårs ¿s
my Beloved Son. " Let your light so
shine before man and glorifY Your
fäther, which is jn heaven. Place your
)ight on a candlestick for every one to
see, do not hide it under a bushel.
Remember thal Jesus is the Light and
we must lct Hlrn shine tbrough us.
Brother Gene Peni followed and
expressed himself on the same theme,
"The Light." Brother Gene stated that
Ood enìightened man through Hrs
ord and through Hrs commandments. Brother Gene then related the
scripture conceming the tkee Heb¡ew

l

elder lrom Michigan, opened our
service with the theme, "The Light "
God created the heavens and the earth
and He said "L,et there be Light," and
it was done. The darkness was
changed into light at His word. Once
wc were in darkness, once we were in
sin, and then there came the light. Our
eyes were opened and we saw the
1ight, the truth ofHis gospel. Everyone
needs to be converted and change the
darkness into light through Jesus Christ

children. They rec eived the Light of
God's commandmen /s and would not
bow down to any idol because the
second commandment forbids it. They
would only bow down to the Zlvitlg
God. Ile must walk in the light ol
our firel
On Sunday November 10'h,2002,
Brothe¡ Ron Canadi visiting from Fort
Pierce opened our service with a hope
andjoy for the Gospel ofJesus Christ.
Brother Ron is elated to have found
the restoration. We were encouraged

our Lord.
Brother Sam read from John
Chapter 1, verses 1-9:
1. In the beginning was the
llord, and lhe laord was with God,
and the Word was God.
2. The same was in rhe begin-

to be strong in the Gospel and have
courage for this day and time. He read
from Daniel Chapter 3 conceming the
th¡ee Hebrew children and how theY
would not bow down to the golden
image. They were so convicted bY
God and his power and theY sPoke

Brother Sam Difalco, visiting

9

with an assurance and courage to
stand up for Him. Truth comes with
commitment-Shadrach, Meshach aid
Abednego were fully committed to
God. He also referred to the Apostle
Paul and of how he was committed to
the wrll of God and Jesus Christ. We
were asked the questìons, "Are we

willing to go into the fire?" and "Can
we stand the heat?" One thing that we
must Íemember is that Jesus will go
with us through the fire and sustain us!
Another question was, "Can we make
the same statement that Joshua made,
As for me and tny house we will

serve the Lord"2
Sunday November l7 ,2002,
Brothcr Mike Radd opened our service
and spoke on the restoration and the
reign of peace, He also stated that
creation is indeed a fact and that the
Bible and Book of Mormon are true
facts. There is no fiction in these two
books ofGod and our Gospel. Brother

Mike read from Revelations Chapter
12, conceming the woman clothed with
the Sun. Brother Ron Carradi lollowed
and stressed to us that we gain understandrng through the scriptures, and
emphasized to us the effect of the

word ofGod in our lives. The scriptures are a guideline to direct us
through life and our way to salvation.
In this case, ignorance ri zo¡ bliss, The
salvation ofour soul should be our
main purpose,

God Answers Prayers
On Sunday, October 20,20021
experienced severe chcst pain and my
wrfe ,lìuth, rushed me to the hospital in
Lancaster, Caltfomra. At 8:25am., I
was taken into ER imrnediately. After
the EKG I was diagnosed with a heart
attack.
My wife immediately called our
branch (which was in service). After it
was announced, Brothers Pat King
and Eddie Nester immedrately left the
service to be at my side ìn the Ëll.
When they came into the room, it was
as if two angels had walked in. They
(Continued on Page 10)
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God Answers Prayers
Continued from Page 10

Locci, Andrea and Teresa
27 Kemp Dr,
Macedon,

stayed at my side and gave me great
spirilua) support. I was in greal discomfort and pain. Soon after, Brother
Sal Azzinaro entered the room and he
ânointed me. After Brother Sal
finished his prayer. the heavincss in my
chest and the pain began to subside.
I was taken to a private room and
a battery of tests was perforned on
me. On Monday at 3:00 p.m., the last
test was finished and at that time I
was totally free ofpain. I was perfectly normal. The doctor came into
my room with the results of the tests
and said they could not find anything
wrong and that there was no evidence
of a heart attack and that my heart and
all the vitals were perfectly normal. He
couldn't grve any medical explanation
for what I had experienced. I promptly
said I could tell him why he didn't find
anything and I told him my Elder
anointed me and God healed me. I was
released two hours Iater.
I'm very thankful for the prayers
of the brothers and sisters that were
offered on my behalf. God truly
answered your prayers and healed my
body. I praise God with all my heart.

Brother Pete Ferrante

NY

14502

said.

3015-986-8698
Sechez, Herman and Ëlaine

2726HrindaDr.
Erie,

PA

16506

Wood, Shannon
71 I SW 4th Ave. #8
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Note of Thanks
We, the famrly of Kelsey Marie
Lubienski, want to thank all the
brothers, sisters and friends for your
many prayers, cards and phone calls to
comfort us in the tragedy that we have
experienced. Our greatest strength
comes frorn the Lord.
Kelsey was a six-year-old angel,
and the shock of the accident and her
passing was more that we can bear.
We would be totally lost without God's
help and your prayers. Your thoughtfulness and prayers give us shength to
conf inue life withoutthis little angel,
who was so full of life and excitement.
Your continued prayers are
encouraged, especially for her parents,

Daniel and Becþ Jo l,ubienski and
her brother Taylor. Again we arc very
thankful to all ofyou who have remembered us during this very

DIRECTORY UPDATE
D'Amrco, Carmella
425 Beach Ave.
Room #l 12 West

difficult time.

ThankYou,
Brother Paul and Sister Arline Whitton
and family

330-758-2183

LaSala, Michele and Celestina
6053 G. Vanderbilt Ct.
Mt. Monis, MI 48458
Phone (810) 785-4850
Fax (810) 785-485 I

Town Attomey Stacey Romeo,
who wrote the letter, said she wasjust
providìng what church members had
asked for.

"We were under the imprcssion
they needed a healy-handed letter to
take to the home church in Pennsylvania," she said. "Wô thought this
language would help facilitate a sale,"
Schantz said the l€tter was never
intended to be a threat and that the
outcry is premature.
"We're not trying to be onerous
or heaqr-handed," he said. He said the
letter refer¡ed to eminent domain
because it is one of the town s oplions.
"That's not to say that's what we're
going to do," he added.
Town Board members now arc
scrambling to avoid bcing taned as
church-steâlers.
Michael Garbìn said he does not
believe the board would ever support
taking over the site, a process known
as condemnation.
"If we can't agree to a purchase
offer, that parcel won't be part of any

future renovation of McAvoy Park,"
he said.

Board membcrs Graceann
Frederico and Paul Failing issued a
written stâtement echoing Garbin's
sentiments and rightly pointing out that
the board has not voted for, approved
or even discussed starting eminent
domain proceedings on the property.
Despite the flap over the letter,
Locci said he's still willing to discuss
selling the empty landbehindthe church.
"We're not hostile, but we want
to keep our building," he said.
Schantz, too, said that he's
hopeful the town and the church can

Rochester, NY 14612
585-663-0930
DiFabio, Rose
526 Deer Run Drive
Boardman, OH 44512

"Now they say there's still room
for negotiation, but according to this
letter we don't have any choice," he

Tiny Church Poised for Fight
Cont¡nued from Page I

some reason a negotiated settlement
cannot be reached, the town will
proceed under New York State

Eminent Domain Procedure Law to
acquire the properly."
Locci said it's hard to misunderstand that statement.

reach an agreement over the land.
Nonetheless, church members
are slill preparing for a David vs.

Goliathfight.
"Just because we're small
doesn't mean we're going to he
down," said Betty Panfile of Farrport,
who, along with her husband Patjoined
the church 18 months ago.
The Panfiles, other church
members and at least one resident of

Februarv.2003
the nearby Highland Bay apartnent
complex on North Winton Road have
been canvassing the neighborhood with
petitions opposing any eminent domain

proceedings,

"Ifyou need another ballfìeld, you
should be able to find a place where
you don't have to condemn a church to

build it," said Pat Panfile.
(Erlitor'.s nore; Followittg is an
E-mail sent to the Church from
Sisler B etty PanJile on Novetnber
I

9,

2002).-

Dear Brothers and Sisters:
Good news, our Church is saved!
The town ofhondequoit, NY has
altered its plans to take our Church via
EmínentDomain.
This evening ât a town board
meeting, Town Supervìsor, David
Shantz, issued a statement saying,

"I

want to clarify some confusion. I do
and will not, support the use
.not,
'Eminent

of

Domain as it relates to The
Church ofJesus Christ. We are putting

forth a new proposal that will keep
The Church ofJesus Christ in its
present location. We will have continuing discussion with The Church of
Jesus Christ to draft a new plan and
we will be meeting with Pastor Locci
in early December and arrive at a
conclusion."
Brothers and sisters, we thank
you for your beâutiful e-mails, your
continuing prayers, and all your support
and concem. Once again v,/e see that
through prayer all things are possible.
None ofus were experienced in
dealing with this type ofproblem so wc
prayed for God to guide us in everything we did, We truly beleve that that
is exactly what happened.
We believe we do not need any
more e-mails sent to fhe town officials.
They were inundated with e-mails,
thanks to so many ofyou, and they
worked. However, it will be the
December meeting lhat will fìnalìze
our situation.
God bless you and we'll keep you
in our prayers.
Sis Betty

Message from the Seventies
Continued from Page 4

Brothers Jared and Willy during the
-- raised and [{is
ordination and His arms

spirit formed
Christ was present and the spirit
moved from one person to the next,
including the very small children weeping from the love of God. What a sight
to behold, as the entire group bid us
farewell that evening. many filled with
the tears ofjoy!
Sunday was the final full day of
our trip. After discussion vr'ith Brother

Dennis Moraco, Chairman of the
Guatemala Subcommittee, thc Elders
decided to ordain Brother Jared that
day. Brother Dennis also extended the
liberty 1o Brothers Paul and Luis to call
anyone else the spirit directed, as
Brother Paul ironicalJy had communicated the prior evening that he felt
others being called. As a result, the

spirit prompted the calling ofBrother
son to Brother
Lorenzo and Sister Ana, to the office

Wilìy Subuyuj, oldest
of a Deacon

as

well.

The meeting began with Brothers
Jim and Paul reading the responsibilities of a Deacon to Brothers Jared and
Willy, Then Brother Jim washed
Brother Jared's feet and Brother
Lorenzo Subuyul washed his son's
feet. Jared and Willy were ordained
by Brother Luis and Brother Paul,

respectively. During the ordination of
Brother Jared, Sister Judy spoke in the
gift oftongues and the interpretation
was, "I have mânifested myselfunto
you. I'11 be a light to your path. I have
anointed your head with oil because I
will do great things and my glory will
be manifested to your people. My
Holy Ghost is in this place. Thus saith
the Lord." Thìs interpretation was
gíven to Rafael's wife, a first-time
visitor. B¡other Paul expressed that,
while Brother Jared was ordained by
his father, the Lord spoke to him and
stated that Jared would have the cloak
ofhumility as his grandfather, Brother
Joseph Ciotti. Sister f)arlene then
disclosed while she was carrying Jared
before his birth, the Lord instructed her
she would have a son and his name

would be Jared Joseph Ciotti. Until
then, she said he never knew the
signifìcance of his middle name.
Rafael's wife stated she saw a
vision ofChrist standing between

II

a cloud that hung over

the con$egation.

Brother Paul delivered the message from I Peter 2:5. He passed five
smooth stones brought back from Israel
around to the congregation. He said
these stones were once rough but later
became smooth through erosion or the
refining process and compared ìt to the

refining process ofthe spirit. He explained thatDavid kxew that the smooth
stones were the ones he should use.
In conclusion, there were so
many blessings during this short week,
too numerous to mention in one
article . We continue to solicit your
prayers for our Brother Luis and his
family and the mission in Guatemala.
We are all very confident that the Lord
is doing a great work there and calling
many workers. We are all very
grateful and humbled to the Lord for
the opportunity to particìpate and

witness all that banspired, for truly,
"With God, All Things Are Possible,"

T'he Children's Corner
Cont¡nued from Page 6

Esau when he was angry, and his
crude pagan wives, she husted God,

And God's promises were fulfìlled. Both Jacob and Esau grew up to
be powerful men. Esau even forgave
Jacob later and became friends again,
But Jacob still had the greatest blessings. God blessed both brothers; they
each had twelve sons and one daughter, and thousands and hundreds of
thousands of desccndents. The Jews
ând the Native American Indians are
Jacob's children. The Choice Seer wlll
be from Jacob. Even Jesus, the Son of
God, was born to Jacob's family in the
future. Every promise God lnade to
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Rebekah
came true. God keeps every promise.
even through the darkest years. You
can trust I-Iim. He cares for you.
Love,
Sister Jan
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*

WEDDINGS *

Brother Kevin Peni and Doreen f)olan were united in
holy mahimony in the Metuchen, New Jersey Branch on

Irly

20 ,2002

.

Spiritual Anniversaries
Sister Carmella Peterkin ofthe Spartanburg, South
Carolina Mission celebrated her 50th anniversary as a
member ofThe Church ofJesus Ch¡ist. A celebration
dinner occur¡ed on Jluly 14,2002.

Children Blessed
Maggie Dawn Thompson, daughter of Jeremiah David
and Amber Dawn Thompson was blessed on November 24,
2002 at the Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch.

OBITUARIES
lle wish lo express our sympalhy to
mourn lhe
comforl you.

loss

Kenick And¡ew Hemmings, son of Shawn and Sonya
Hemmings was blessed on September 29,2002 in lhe

those thqt

of loved ones. May God bless and

Lakeside, Arizona Branch.

ASST]NTA FEOLA
Sister Assunta Feola of the Bronx, New York Branch

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Sister Jolene Hemmings was baptized on September
22,2002 at the Lakeside, Arizona Branch. She was baptized by Brother Herbert Hemmings, assisted by Brother
Harry Smith and confirmed by Brother Larry Watson.

Brother Daniel Joseph Pizzaia was baptized on
December l, 2002 tn the Edison, New Jersey Branch. He
was baptized by Brother Bob Pizzaia and confirmed by
Brother Phil Arcuri.

Address Change
Name
Address

Phone

passed on to her reward on Monday, January 6, 2002 She
was an ordained Deaconess in The Church of Jesus Christ.
She was preceeded in death by her husband, Brother
Salvatore Feola. She is survived by her daughter, Ilva Feola
son, Luigi Feola; and three granddaughters, Gina Brown,
Adrienne and Lisa Pacifico.

EENISIA-l!84Ði{ÀÇe4Ra
Sister Fenisia (Fran)Vaccaro of the Bronx, New York
Branch passed onto her reward on November 19, 2002. She
is survived by her husband, John Vaccaro; tvr'o sons, Louis
and John Vaccarol two daughters, Elaine Webb and Paula
Kessler; five grandsons; five granddaughters; two greatgrandchildren; two brothers, Al and Armondao Tarante'lli;
and four sisters, Gemma Charletto, S isler Pearl Zìnzi, Mary
Moran and Gloria Baresi.

MARY THOMAS OLIVER DiFEDE
Sister Mary Thomas Oliver DiFede of the New
Brunswick, New Jersey Branch passed onto her reward on
November 14,2002. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Brother Joseph Difede; son, Charles Thomas
Oliver; and grandson, Jared Ross. She is survived by her
daughter, Rita Ross; brother, Antone Thomas; five grandchildren and three grealgrandchildren.
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News from the Meru and Kisii Tribes
By Evangelisl Mark Kovacic

the sound of the Rostored Gospel and
many who have received healings and
are looking forward to theír baptisms.
(Cont¡nued on Pago I 1)

In Keny4 East Africo, The
Church of Jesus Ch¡ist has two
members ûom the Meru Tribe. As
with many of the nations in Afric4
Kenya is populated by various tribes.

Most of tho saints in Kenya are

of

Kisii tribe. But Brodrer Josphat
and Sister Jane Mugambi are of the
the

Meru tribo.
To give you some perspective,
the distance between the main towns
oftho two fibes is about 15 hours by
bus. Fortunately, the tribos aro considered "sister" tribes and their languages are very sirnilat. (In Kenya,
Swahili is the national language, and
then each tribe has its own dialect.)
Wo say forhrnate, because Brother
Josphat has takør absence from his
family in Meru to be with the Chu¡ch
in Kisii to labor on the hanslation and
proofreading of the Book ofMormon
into Swahili with Brother Stephen
Osaka and some other b¡othe¡s. He
has been in the Kisii DisFict now for
fou¡ months on this "labor of love"
proJect.

Just as importånü he is fellowshipping with the saints there, as
evidenced by the following oxcerpt
from a recent e-mail:
"Last Sunday I had a chanc¿ to

visit the Church branch ofltibo
[village]. I visited the Chr¡rch with
Brother Nyangarosi [Elder] and
Brother Julius the Deacon was also
there- I had a chance to read a few
chapters from the Holy Scriphues.
The Lord's Table was also prepared
by the Deaconess and Brother
Nymyaresi served c¡mmunion. The
Holy Spirit of God moved and the
entire Church was so blessed. I
enjoyed the whole service along with
the saints. It was so wonderfr¡l and
God's love is really unlimited."
Please remember our brothers in

youf pfayefs, as thei¡ wo¡k oftranslating and prooûeading is soon to
fìnisb, so that the saints in Kenya will
have the Book of Mormon in thei¡
own languago. What a wonderÂrl day
that

will

be

I

Also, we received a report from
Brother Stephen Osak4 National
Director of the Church in Kenya. He
noted "The genoral condition ofthe
Churoh is well witb experiences of
healings. The Church is making
advance and gains with tho rostored
gospel. Wo have new villages desiring
to hoa¡ the Restorod Gospel." He also
stated that úere are 150 people in
th¡ee new villages who have heard
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ATestimony
I was baptized by Brother Willie
Brown into The Church of Jesus
Chríst on May 13, 1979.I had hands
layed on me by Brother James
Crudup for the reception of the Holy
Ghost.
Sad to say, I left The Church of
Jesus Christ a few yoars lator after a

much troubled marriage. I did not
undersønd why aftø my baptism,
small problems becamo bigger
problems. I asked the saints many
qu€stions but my houbled mind did not

fìnd answers.
I left the truth and embraced a
false concept that you can serve God
anyvhere. Looking baclq the tuth
was rovealod to me befo¡o I was
baptized, but because I did not
understand why I was going through
so much tribulation in my marriage, I
departed from the faith and doctrine
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Nonetheless, God was møcifl¡l to me and
gentþ and lovingly showed and guided
me back home to the true Church of
Jesus Ch¡ist.

After being away from the
Church for a few years, an interest
arose in me to search other religions.
Mind yora I thought I could serve God
anywhere and that The Churoh of
Jesus Christ was not the only place to
worship God. I began to inquire of
people about the Jehovah Wibress

belief. I briefly studied with a woman
ofthat denomi¡ation, but I found
myself not satisfied with tlreir literature and beliefs. They believe only
144,000 will bo savod. But we believe
the words of John wheri he saw a
"number no man côuld number"
(Revolations 7:4-9).
I looked into the Catholic Churoh
but could not accept that they deem
the Pope and Jesus Christ as equal.
We believe Jesus Christ is the only
mediator betwson God and man (lr

Timothy2:5).
As time went orL I hea¡d about
this religion called Islam. I began
searching and studying with lslamic
group mernbers.
Not long after studying with
thern, I began to pondor in my heart to

God

if

I should ernbraco Islam a¡rd

follow this man, Mohammed (since
Muslim's believe Jesus Christ and
Mohammed are prophets and that
Mohammed is the last and g¡eatest
prophet ofthem all). Whilo pondering
which religion to choose, I had an
experience. I heard the following
words in my mind ropeatedly; "Stand
up siand up for Jesus ye soldiers of
the cross. Stand up stand up for
Jesus, He must not suffer loss." I
didn't krow what to do! Which way
would I tum? I was at the fork in the
road. I had to make a deoision. I liked
what tho Muslims were saying so I
pushed Jesus Christ out ofmy mind
and embraced Islam. I took my
Shahad4 meaning an oath to follow
prophet Mohammed and embrace
Islæn,
I practiced Islam nearly a year
and found mysolfincreasingly unhappy and confused to say the least. I
found myself comparing Tho Church
of Jesus Christ with Islam. I kçt the
struggle to myself but I could hear the
ministry of The Chu¡ch ofJesus
Christ preaching the truth to me in my
mind. Things I thought I had forgotten
were brought back to my memory. I
often experienced this when I hoard
the Imam (meaning minister) preaching what seemed to be the tuth. I did
not witness tho power of God's love
in Islam. I did not witness the gifts of
the Holy Spirit ( I * Corinthians 1 2). I

met some nice people but I was not
satisfied but very much confused.
God brought it baok to my memory
that we ought to go into our secret
closet and fast and pray (Matthew
6:1-8 and l6-18). So I went to God in
prayer and fasting until I got an
answer. God answered me!
I had a dream. I was standing in
a large spacious room. The room was
dimly lit as only a small amount of
natural light filtored into tle room.
Thore were many windows with pink
curtains. Around my neck was a
ohoker with two cocoons aflixed to it.
The choker was more liko a thiok
cord and very tight. The cocoons
looked like silken threads a cate.pillar
would spin around itselfbefore
a butterlly. I
pulling
remember
the largor oocoon

transforming into

offthe choker. I proceeded to open it
and found nothing insido. It was
hollow and black inside. God immedi.ately gAVo me tho interprotation to
know that the hollow black empty
shell inside was me. I chose Islam and

had nothing. "Oußide the

þld

nolhing lhere, empty Íhere.

" I theî

proceeded to open tle othor ooooon.
'When
I opened ig three butterflies
came out. God gave me the interpreøtion. Tho three buttorflies wero a
roprosentation of my three natrual
children. The larger of the three was
representing my eldest child who flew
into tho midst ofdarkness, which fil1ed
this large spacious room. The snaller
(or younger) butterflies wero stuck
togother. I had to gently separate
them. They too flew into the midst of
darkness. I then proceeded to walk
over to one of the many large windows and tried to open it. I found this
to be a difficult task because the
window seemed to be shrck as tlrough
with old paint. I pushed with all my
stength to opør the window. Finally, I
pushed it up and pulled back on the '
curtain. I wanted all th¡ee butterflies
to make it to the light. I remønber
when I opened the window a screen
separatod the inside from the outside
a¡d in the lower right corner ofdre
screen there was a hole. I looked
through the hole in the screen. It was
so beautifr¡l outside! It was exceedingly bright and the pla.nts wero so
vividly green. I truly wanted all three
butterflies to make it to the light (John
8: l2). That was the end ofmy dream.
When I woke up I knew God had
heard and answered my prayer.
tWithin one year God gave me the full

interpretation of the dream.
Things began to happen. My
eldest child wanted to leave home
because he didn't ìvant to practice

Islam anymore. I was taught in Islam
that your chìldren must pray the five
prayers with you even ifit is by forc€.
So I would make him pray. My eldest
child wanted to live with a relative
who was not in fellowship with God.
(I remombered the larger of the
butterflies fle\¡r into the midst of da¡kness first). My two younger children
were submissive and followed my
ovory command even if they didn't

,
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My second child was teased
at school for wearing an Islamic
scarf. She hated wearing
but would
not take it offdespite getting into
want to.

it

fights. I wanted out oflslanu but I
didn't lnow how to got out. My two
yonngest children were very close,
but they too flew into the midst of
da¡kness. (Years lator they wero both
baptized into The Church of Jesus
Christ. They found the lightl) In Islam
they believe once a Muslim, always a
Muslim and ifyou backslide or leave
the religion, you go through hell fue
when you die. This made mo soa¡od
to leave Islam but in my hear! I
already walked away. I stopped going
to tho meetings and withdrew ftom all
Islamic ftnctions. I was so frustated
and confr¡sed I didn't know what to
do, but I oontinued to pray the five
required prayers daily.
One níght I heard the doorbell
ring. It was Sister Catl¡Ieen Gamble. I
was happy to sse heÌ. She asked me
if she and her family could spend the
night. Of course I said yes. I didn't
roalize that God had sent her to me.
She told me that while she a¡rd her
famity were driving to another sister's
home to spond the nighg a voicæ told
her, "Go to Sistor A¡na's house." Sho
told me hor husband didn't question
her, nor refuse because he lnew the
Lord was working. I began ûo tell
Sister Cathleen (Cæ) many things that
\ ere troubling me; that had me feeling "choked" since I obeyed Islam.
While I was talking to her, she had a
vision. She saw a tall man with long
black hair wearing a white robe stand
behind me, but his feot never touched
the floor and then he vanished. She
said to me, "Now I know why the
Lord sent me hero. Whether you obey
The Church ofJesus Christ or not, I
did what I was supposed to do." She
proceeded to give me much soberminded advic¿. That night I finally felt
free from my confliot. I kne€led to
pray the way I was ta"ght in Tho
Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ. I hadn't done
.that in a very long time. The next
moming was Sunday. I awoke visualizing my baptism. I decided to go to
The Church ofJcsus Ch¡ist that
moming.
It was tho Atlantic Coast

Region's conference that day. As I
walked in, a brother was preaching
and he was welcoming the saints
home! He asked if any wanted prayor
to come forwa¡d. My heart began to

kingdom in the world. But although I
first worshþed Krishna and studied
the Vedas and labored diligently in
the Hindu religion, I felt strangely

pormd and race within my chest. I
couldn't hold back the tea$, but I
didn't want anyone to see me crying.
The older said he felt somoono
needed prayer but that if they were
emba¡rassed to do it today, to go back
to their branch and be prayed for next
Sunday. This is exacdy what I wanted
to dol I asked God quietly to spare my
lifo another week so I coúd retum to
my branoh of Freehold, New Jersey
the following week and make myself
right. God granted my desire and I
was renowed into the truth. God is so
good,.patient and long-suffering I
After attending Church regularly,
I shared with Sister Cat something
that wa5 Plzzli¡g me. I told hor I
haveled the same route to wo* daily.
There was a large billboard that said,
"The way home is through Jesus
Christ." There was a picture of a ma¡r

I saw quickly that the Hildu
religion with its emphasis on Karma
and the endless cycle of reincamation
\¡ras not an ans\¡rer to etemal life. I
sea¡ched to find the one true God.
My quost took me from Hinduism to
Buddhisrq Lamaism, Taism,
Islamisq Jainisrn, SiLhi$rL Judaisnt
and all kinds ofreligions, finally to

looking into an open Bible. I saw this
for two weeks prior to coming back to
Church. I told h€r that aíter I had
come back to Chwch" I looked for the

billboa¡d and it was gone! Sist€r Cat
replid "That was for you! It served
its purpose. " God was pointing me to
the way home, through Jesus Christ
(3d Nephi 3l:15,21). Ohwhat comfort to my soul to know Him (Genesis
28: 16). I remember the words of
Sister Cat before she passed away,
"The truth will set you fre€."
Sisær Anapoweia Reid

Freohol( New Jersey

Life Testimony:
How I got Jesus
By Brother Ram Baral
I was bom in Nepal into Hinduism's highest caste, as a Brallmin.
My fathor and forefathers were
Hindu High Priess in the Royal
Palace of Nepal, the only Hindu

empty of the truth.

Jesus Christ.

I have studied palmistry, astrology, soothsaying hypnotisn4 enchanting, snake charming, necromancing,
and all the various offerings of
idolaty, but found thøn all deadly and
wanfing.
Finally after studying in Nepal

I found a Bible and began
to study about Jesus Christ in 1980. I
discovered the truth of Jesus thæ I
am not righteous just bec¿use I was
bo¡n in Brahmin. In facl I was a
sinner. Then I discovered that Jesus
is loving and a forgiver of sins and
His rowa¡d is etemal life. I found
Jesus in my heart when I lnelt down
and prayed confossing my sins and.by
asking His mercy and power of blood
to clean my sins away. Thus, I acand India,

cepted Jesus as my personal Savior.
Then I knew I didn'i ohooso Him but
He chose and ordained me to toach
His truth.

After my discovery ofJesus and
I was disowne.d by my
parents and farnily mernbers. On July
27, 1989, I was visiting the hospital
whero my father was declared to die
any minute due to lung cancer. I got a
chance to speak about Jesus to him.
He hea¡d the message so well. He
believed the Word of God, "Ariso,
take your bed, and go home." Thør
he left the hospital trusting in t¡e Lord
completeþ. He never died of cancE¡.
He is still alivo. Then by continuous
praying love, faitb, and by studying
the truth, my mother, brothers, and
sister and some ofthe neighboring
His

fuú,

relatives also believed the Gospel one
by one.
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a missionary and the suppod she

An Experience
llurlïomonfrfuy

OUR FATHER'S TESTIMONY
Ou¡ father, Brother Nicholas
Ritz, left us the most precious legacy,
the Restored Gospel of Jesus Christ.
By his example, we leamed that "all
things work together for good to thern
that love God, to them who are called
according to his purpose."
He was called at the age of 15 to
be a member of the Church. Later he
became a barber, married, had eight
children, and moved ftom Pennsylvania to Ohio; then retired to Miami,
Florida. He was also an ordained Deacon and Teacher in the Church.
Through the years wg saì¡r' a
happy man, one filled with thejoy of
the sai¡ts. ln times of adversity, he
prayed and worked harder to support
his family. He was healed of afllictions many times by calling upon the
Elders for anointing. His trust was
always in the Lord. Dad meditated on
the Lord day and night, often praying
out loud, "bless The Church ofJesus
Christ and large family you have given

me."

"My growth i¡ the Church was
very slow. Now that tho Lord has
givon me longevity, I read the fine
points of the Gospel, which gives us a
bright future, the building ofthe
kingdom hore on earth; the Peacefirl
Reign. Search the prophecies (Isaiah
and The Book of Mormon). If we
have this knowledge, we will exercise
ou¡ faith."
Àt the age of96, the Lord called

our father home. He was a "man of
God" to all that knew hþ displaying
his unshakable faith in the Lord as the
only way to live. On April 29 at l:30
a.m., Eileen was praying for tho Lord
to have mercy on our father. In the
midst of her prayer, she hea¡{ "Wolcome home, my good and faithi¡l
servant. . . welcome home my good and
faithful servant, henceforth, a øown
of rightoousness is for you." Dad's
me¡norial service was on May 1,2002,
his 8l st spiritual birthday.
Sister Betty Gennaro
Sistø Eileen Katsaras

Great Lakes Area
Fellowship V/eekend
By Sistrr Linda Boyle
The Great Lakes A¡ea Ladies'
Uplift Circle held a Fellowship Weokend at the Holiday Inn in Dea¡born,
Miohigan on March 16-17 , 2002 . Ow
theme was "Womon in Missionary
Work." After oponing prayer, Sister
Joann Cotollosse, Area President,
opened with comments of how shs felt
drat we would all ¡eceive a blessing
and encouraged us to put all our cares
and concerns aside for ths weekend.
She also read the 19ù Chapter of
Alma, about Abish being the first
woman missiona¡y in the Church.
Our aftemoon semina¡s were
tâught by Sisters Linda Ali, Judy
Salomo a¡rd Ka¡en Progar. Sister
Judy's subject was mentally preparing
ou¡selves to do tho work of the Lord
and spreading the word ofthe Gospel
to those whom we mèet daily in ouÌ
lives. Some of the ways of getting
closer to God are to study the scriphres daily and fast and pray often.
She also stated that we should use kind
words when we a¡e talking to people,
in order to draw them to tho Chu¡ch.
Jesus Christ is the vino. We a¡e the
branches. He put us on this earú to
bear much fruit.

provides taking care of the home.
Sister Ruth also shared the blessings,
which she received when sho was ablo
to go on missionary trips with her
husband, Brother Joel.

Brother fuck Elzby from Meaford
and Brother Joel GehJy ftom Erie were
our guest spoakers on Sunday.

Brother Rick expounded on Romans
1:5 in which is stated that we can do
all things through Jesus Ch¡ist who
shongthens us. He also read Revelation I 2 : I 0, concludirg by remirding us
that everyone in the Church, young
and old alike, can be a missionary.
Brother Joel shared some of his
experiences in tho Philippines and how
the Lord is opening the door for the
Church with the people there. He
ønphasized that we need to shed our
light and people will know us by the
love we show for one another. He
stressed that we must frst se€k the
kingdom of hoaven and assured us that
all things needed will be added to us.
The meeting was then open for
testimony, which gave us the blessing
of hearing the sisters praise the Lord
for His goodness in their livos. The¡e
was a wonderfrrl spirit in the anointing

ofthe sisters, which followed. God's
blessings were truly felt by one and all
who attended the weekend. We left
feeling inspired to spread the Gospel
Jesus Christ in this world.

Announcement

Sister Rosa¡rne Champine sang

of her songs called The Pearl.
Sister Ka¡en's subject was
physically preparing ourselves for
missionary work. Some of the ideas
werê to get yow natural lives in order,
one

including your finances while geüing
your physical being in shape.
Sister Linda's topic was, "Taking
Action." After you have prepared
yourselfmentally and physioally, you
need to put into Action spreading the
Gospel forth as sisters in this Chu¡ch.
Sister Ruth Gehly was the
eve,ning meeting's guost speakor. She
spoke regarding her role as the wife

of

General Ladies'

Uplift

Ci¡clo Conforence
Daie:
Sahrda¡ April 26, 2003
Time:

l0:00a.m.
Place:

Hopelawr¡ New Jersey Branch
Plan to attend a spiritfilled day witlt us !
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In the Book ofRevelations, Jesus instructs John to pÌite letters to the soven churches dtat
woro established tb¡ouCúoutthe area ofAsia minor. At this time, there was still only one churcl¡
The Church ofJesus Chrisl so these would be like modern day branches ofthe Churoh. During
this timo, the seeds of apostasy were stirring. Not long afterwards, there was a complete falling
away, and many "copycat" pagan churches carne into being, while The Chruch ofJesus Christ
was taken away for 1260 years.
In these letters, Jesus begins to speak to each church one by one. He points out their
shengths and woaknessos. In some cases He condemns, in other cases He praises. In all casos,
He was speaking the truth to them regarding their condition.
When The Church of Josus Christ was restored after the 1260 years of apostasy, an
oxperience was given that we are the "Church ofPhiladeþhia. " One ofthe churchos that Jesus
diotated a letter to, though JohrL was in Philadelphi4 located in Asiaminor(probablyinmodern

day Turkey). He said to them:

know thy works: behold, I have set beþre thee an open door, and no man can
shut il: for thou hasl a lit e strength, and hasl kept my word, and hast not denied my
rarze " (Revolations 3:8).

"I

This verse is so prophetic to our day sinco Tho Church ofJesus Ch¡ist has an "open door"
to the world, and no one is trying to stop us. Tho Church is going forward throughout the world
with lightning speed ! In addition, tho Church doos have a "little strength. " We certainly are not
like other rich and naturally poworfrrl churches. In fact, most people still haven't hea¡d ofus.
Yet, we have striven to "koop His Word" by being fiercely protectiye ofthe faith and dootine.
He later promises that He would keep the Church from the "hour of ternpøtion which shall
come upon all the world" because we have "kept the word ofHis patience. " Jesus was pleased
with the Churoh of Philadelphia. He is pleased with Thc Chu¡ch ofJesus Christ today. The
question is, is Ho pleased with you and me individually?
Just being a member ofthe Church is not going to "savo" you. But we are going to be
judged as individuals. Although it is boautifrrl to read His promise to the Chwch ofPhiladelphia
(our Church today), we should read what He says to the other six churches and check ourselves
to be sure vre are not guilty ofany ofthe things He condemns.
The chuch in Ephesus was one that was very active. They probably were involved in a
lot ofouheach programs, and had lots ofaotivities. But they lost their first love. Do we got so
involved in "activities" in the Churoh that we lose sight of the importance of taking time to
nurture a loving personal rolationship with our Father? Ifso, all the works we do mean nothing.
The church in Pergamos had some who were holding onto pagan customs and rituals. When
we joined The Chu¡ch of Jesus Ch¡ist, did we leave it all behind? If wo ca¡ne from other
churches, did wo truly abandon docaines and beliefs that we¡e falsq and accept the truth? Did
we leave the old man of the old womari in the waters of baptism? The chu¡ch in Thyatira
allowed a false prophetess to teach them that fomication ì as acceptable, and other false
toachings. Do we hea¡ other teachings, which are NOT sorurd doctrine and accept them? Do
wo allow Satan to whisper in our ear, "It's okay to sin a little?" Jesus called the church in Sa¡dis
"dead." A¡o we "numb" to the spirit ofGod? As King Benlamin asked, ifwe once felt to sing
tfte song ofredeeming love, can we do so now? The world oan woigh us down heavily, but is
it worth spending so much time focusing on natural things (which will perish) and lose etemal
life? Lasd¡ He told those of the chu¡ch of Laodicea that they were "lukewarm. " Do we come
to chu¡ch whenever we want, and thør criticize everytÏing and everyone? Do we pray and read
infrequendy or not at all? Do people around us even know that wo are servants ofJesus Christ?
Let's make sure we fit the category of those in the Church of Philadelphia. With wa¡s
and hibulation around the world imminent, it's time to stand like nover before in the light ofHis
truth. He said to the Chu¡ch in Philadelphia, and is saying to us today:

"Behold, I come quickly: hold that fasl which thou hqst, that no man takc thy
crown" (Revelations 3: l1).
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sand and foly-threc men ofthei¡
enemies and they drove them out

The

Children's
Corner
By

Sister Janet Bork

Zeniffs Dream and
His Great Battles
(See Omni 27-30 and

Mosiah Chapter 9.)
Dear Boys and Girls,

In the days of King Benjamin's
father, there were amazing Nophite
warriors who ìvero sent out to watch
and spy on their enemies, the
Lamsnites. For over four hund¡od
years, there had been gloat hatred on
the part of the Lamanites against the
Nephites. The Lamanites constantly
tried to rob and mu¡der the Nephites.
This was God's plan to keep the
Nçhites close to him. As long as they
served God and followed his laws, He
protected them. Whenever they began
to be a wicked and ungodly peoplq
then they would be attacked a¡d overrun by their enemies until they tumed
again to God, and called on Him.
Zenill was one of tfte Nephite
scouts who Íaveled fa¡ into the wildemess to spy and watch to decide
which group of the Lamanite armies to
attaok. He was a sfrong man and a
Godly man. When Zøriff saw things
about tho Lamanites that were good,
hs wanted his ruler to mako a heaty
with them. But his ruler was a blood
thirsty man who then \¡üanted to destroy
Zeniff. A terrible battle began among
the Nephite amry and the greater
number ofthem wore doshoyed. Zenìff
returned to his people and told thøn
whaf had happened.
But he still had the dream ofa
group of Nephites going baok to the
first land they had lived ir1 that they
called tho land of Lehi-Nephi. He

of

thei¡ lands. And Zeniff writes that he
did help bury the thousands of dead
enemies, Can you imagine how hard
that would be without all the digging
tools and shovels that \ e haYe today?
Eleven more years passed.
Zeniff had many more weapons mado
and set gtards all around his land so
that tho Lama¡rites might not come

collected other interested people and
started again for the land of LehiNephi. This land was now under the
contol of the crafty Lamanite King ,
Laman. Zoniff ærd his people wero so
eager to live in this land that they decided to make an agre€ment, a treaty,
with King Laman.
The King made a promiso that
they could possess the land ofl-ehiNephi, and the land of Shilom. He also
forced his people to leave that part of
the land. And the people ofZeniff

upon them again unaware and dostroy
them. Tho people conûnued to work
hard and created many beautiful
tÏings. The women were expert
weavers and made linen and cloth of
overy kind while the mor planted and
grew all kinds ofwondorñ¡l fruits and
grains. They prayed and waited and

worked.
News came ftat King Laman had
died. His son began to stir up tho
Lamanites in hatred against the peoplo
(Continued on Peg€ 1 1)

began to build buildings, and to repair
the walls ofthe city and to till the
ground and plant all manner of see.ds,

and

WORD SEARCH
TO
KING
MOSIAH LEHI
SENT NEPHI
AMMON LAMANITE
KING
TO
TRICKED
FIND
PEOPLE ROB
ZENIFF ALL

fruits. As they served God they

began to have many childrsn and
prosper in the land.

But this was King Laman's plan.
He was a cururing man. His people
were a lazy and greedy people. He
had given the land up with a plan to
enslave the people of Zeniff once they
had made thhgs grow and prosper.
He waited twelve years, and thør sent
in an army of Lamanites against the
people south of Shilom to att4ck, and
rob and slay them. The dosperate
people fled to the city ofNephi and did
call upon Zeniff for protection.
Zeniff and his people tumed to
God and cried for proteotion and
deliverance out of the hands of their
enernies. They remernbered how God
had delivered His people so many
times in the past. And God heard tlteir
prayers. And Zeniff did ar¡n them
with many weapons that were made.
He gave his people bows and arrows,
swords, curved swords oallod cimeters,
clubg and slings.
The people of Zøriffdid go forth
against the Lamanitos and in one day
and a nieht they did slay three thou-
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Youth InAction 2003
The GMBA Youth in Action
program is planning fou¡ tours for the
summer of2003. The looations and
dates

of each are as follows:

1 Inner City, Michigan - July
19-27. Innør City has a new building
and a Youth In Aotion team will be
helping make the neighborhood aware
of the Chu¡ch's presenc€ the¡e. This
tour will begin right after ths GMBA
Campout in Michigan. We anticþate
that many will participate in tho kickoff
weekend but wo a¡e targeting the offrcial
team size to be between 10 and 15.
2. Dominica, West Indies

-

July 25-August 4. Approximateþ 6-8
young people and a few adults will
travel to the island nation of Dominica
to organize and hold some special
events to try to bring new people to
this young mission. All participants for
this tour must have a valid passport

and must be prepared to pay thei¡ own
way for travel and lodgfug (approximately $ 1000 per person).

start signing up now. Where possible,
please indicate both a fust and second

preference for locatìon as this will give
flexibility in making tho tour

us some

3. Lorrin, Ohio - August 9-17.
The team assigned to Lorain (8-12
young people) will be called upon to
uplift the saints in that are4 reach out
to sor¡e who don't attend any more
and publicize the Church in the a¡ea.
One ofthe ouheach activities being
considered is having a booth at a
county fair.

4, I)enver, Colorado - August
9-17. The group in Denver is growing
and they expect to begin holding meetings soon in a rented church building.
A team of8-10 young people will be
asked to canvass tÍo surrounding area
to call attention to the Chu¡ch and be
an uplift to the saints in tlris remote
atea.

As you can see, we have a lot of
work planned for this summer and we
will again rely on the participation of
tho young people of the Church to
make it happen. We will need approxímateþ 40 young people in total to
staffthe above four tours so I would
encourage intorested partioipants to

assignments.

As a rønindor, Youth In Action
participants must be at least 15 years
of age and hrst time participants must
obtain a letter of recommsndation from
an Elder in their branch. There is a
$30 applioation fee which helps cover
the adminisüative expenses of tho
YIA Committee. First time participants will recoive a YIA t-shirt to be
worn during the tou¡. Those who
already have shirts from prior years
should bring them along on their

assþed tour.
Application forms

a¡e available
from Brother David Lovalvo, YIA
Secret8ry. Contact him at
dlovalvo@aaahawk.com to obtain a

form. Questions on the above tours
can be addressed to me at
abacommish@aol.com.
Please join us in praying for the
2003 Youth In Aotion tou¡s.
God bless you,

Brother Jerry Valenti
Youth In Action Chairman

Å

Elder Brother Jim Sgro spokg refer-

ilraruh and
illission iletys

Blessings Flow in
Levittown, Pennsylvania
By Brother Jored Bright
On Octobe¡ 27, 2002, the Lord's
blessings overflowed in ou¡ branch of
Levittown, Pe,mrylvania We started
our day offwith the blessing of
Danielle Renee Benyola, daughter of
Paul Jr. and Dawn Benyola, She was
rlessed by Brother Paul Benyol4 her
grandfath er. Brother Paul spoke
concerning how Christ had called for
the children to come unto him that they

might be blessed.
Followiog the blessing visiting

encing John 3: 16. Brother Jirn Crudup,
visiting from Freehold, New Jersey,

followed him. Brother Jim spoke
sÍongJy, referencing the hymq Jasl
For Me, and how the Lord had shed
his blood for us, and there was one
drop for you and me:
Wo then proceeded with the
ordination ofBrother Jared Bright as a
deacon. His uncle, Brother Chip Smith
of Hemdor¡ washed his feet and ho
was ordained by Brother Mark King.
Lator, Brother Jared testified that
while he had attended the Atlantic
Coast Area Campout in September, he
felt that he was beiflg called into this
office, and he thanked God for the
spiritual j ob thæ the Lord blessed him
with. Brother Chip also testified thæ
he too felt that Brother Jared was
being calld and was thankfr¡l to be
able to wash his nephew's feet.

The Lord's spirit continued to
flow throughout the rest of the testimony meeting when our young Brother
Jeremy Camden stood up and asked
for his baptism. Brothor Jøøny
testified how he loved the Lord and
needed Him in his life, a¡rd that the ball
was in his hands and he wanted to do
the right thing with it. We all rejoic€d
in his calling as our Brother Jeremy
had been.struggling with this for many
months. Sister Candi Roth stood on
her feet and exprossed that she was
excited that she would have company
at tho water's edge. She had asked'
for her baptism ea¡lier in the week.
She continued to testify about how
gratofirl she is with tle giÍì that her
dear (also blind) friend Norma had left
her when she passed on to her rewa¡d.
Norma was a friend of ths Chu¡ch for
(Continued on Page 8)
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many years and had witnessed to
Candi. She too had asked for her
baptisn¡ but was too sick physically to
be allowed out of the hospital. Though
we lost a dear friøtd, we have now
gained a new sister.
Wo all left with our cups over-

flowing and anticipating the baptisms
ofour new b¡other and sister the
following week. We continue to thank
God for His love and care.

proved by the General Church during
the spiritual conference. The fi¡st
official meeting ofthe Saline Mission
was held on Easter Sunday 1982 at the

York Township Hall. Brother Peter
Buffa requested that to\ nship officials
rent us the building. To the mernber's
surprise and amazement, the officials
did not charge us rent to use the building for church services! God is so
Coodl

Brother Reno Bologna became
the fust presiding elder of Saline. To
promote the Church and spread the
Gospel, the Saline members held
picnics, hayrides, corn roasts and everi

float entries

News from Saline,

Michigan
On October 6, 2002, we met in
anticipation ofa great blessing with
the celebration ofthe 20th anniversary
of the Saling Michigan Mission.
Brother Dominic Thomas opened our
meeting this day in prayø, asking the
Lord to bless our Mission. He petitioned God to enci¡cle us with His
Spirit in the future, as He has done
over the past 20 years.
Nearly every member of the
mission had a speaking part, sharing
the hig}Iights ofdre founding ofthe
mission througþ tho prosent day
activities ofthemission. Spiritual
oxperiences were related, including the
miraclos God performed in the process
ofestablishing tle Church in Saline.
Three families, the Morle's, Buffa's,
and Carlini's, had purchased 44 acres
outside Saline for homesites, along

with the hope of one day øecting a
church building. Around this time,
Sister Leona Buffa had been given a
dream. This dream was related to us
again during our program. ln her
drearn, sho saw a hickory hee which
began spreading its bra¡rches. She saw
herselfpicking the fruit of the hee,
putting it in a baskot, which sho then
brought home and set in a safe place.
She then awoke ûom her dream.
The early group of members did
various fi¡ndraisers to build the savings
account for a new church building. In
April 1982, the Saline Mission was ap-

i¡

tho Saline Chrishnas

parades. The mission received two
first place prizes and one second place
prize for their religious floats. These

prize monies were donated to.the
church building find.
Brother Bill Buffa related the
experience regarding the laying of the
foundation cement for the church
building. There had been a steady
downpour ofrain the night before;
howeveç amazingly enough, the
ground was only slightþ muddy. As
the work bega¡! there w¿¡s a concern
that not enough cement had bçen
ordered. Not only was there enough,

but there was exactly one wheelba¡row left over; another testimony of
God's providence. As the crew began
finishing the floor, there were dark
storm clouds closing in. Watching in
astonishment, we saw the clouds
abruptly stop, tün north and bypass
tìe freshly poured concrete. This
happened three times. Not onê drop of
rain fell on the new floor until later
when tho concrete had already set up.
Every town sunoundíng the churoh
.l
site had heary rain that night hile our
concrete remained dry. What an
amazing God we serve!
There was an acknowledgnent in
song ofthe Saline saints who had
passed on. We sang their favorite
hymns in mernory of each of them.
The desi¡e is still alive, to carry
on tho work God started when the
saints fi¡st stood in their comfields
outside Saline and envisioned what
could be. May God continue to bless
us as we strive to serve Him i¡ this
littlo comer of the vrneyard.

Hollywood, Florida
By Sister Jan Humphrey
Di¡a Marie Palermo, wife of our
recently baptized brothor, Samuol V.
Palermo III, rendered her obedience to
the Lord on November 24,2002. T\e
baptism was performod at Oak Lake
in Hollywood, Florida by Brother John
Catone through the authority bestowed
upon him by Jesus Christ. The ordinance of laying on ofhands for the

reception of the Holy Ghost was
perfonned by Brother Silver Coppa.
Sister Linda Conger ùom the Cape
Coral Mission sang a very beautifirl
and appropriate song No Grealer
Love Than låis. Our newly baptized
Sister Dina was askod to give her
tostimony in which she said God had
been working with her for some timo.
Although she had been baptized twice
before in her life, she came to understand during the time she had been
attending services at The Chu¡ch of
Jesus Christ, the importånc€ of being
baptized properly with the authority
given to ouÌ Churçh.
Without this wonderful gift from
God of the Holy Ghost, where would
we be today? How would we sustain
ou¡selves in this evil world of today
where wrong is made to seem right?
The Faith and Doctrine ofthe Church
of Jesus Christ stBtes that "we believe
the Holy Ghost to be . . . tho unseon

power and glory which emanates from
God and can, at His will, manifest itself
in various forms (Matthow 3:16; Book
ofMormon, F Nephi ll:11). .. Pure
and holy, just and good òmnipresen(
firll oflight and knowledge, aad a
discomer ofthoughts and intents of
mankind." Jesus promised each and
every one ofus: "Ifye love me, keop
my commandments. And I will pray
the Fatler, and he shall give you

another Comforter, that he may abide
with you for ever . . . But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost whom
the Father will sord in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to yoù remembrancg whatsoever I have said rmto you." (John
14:16,26).

Brothet Joe Catone spoke about
how Sister Dina had fi¡lfilled the
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scriptures that u.ûless a man is born of
the SpiriÇ he/she carurot entø into the
kìngdom ofGod.
Brothor John Catono state4
"Jesus oauses a gfeai chango in a
newly baptized person, Cbrist suffered
humiliation, persecution, crucifi xion md
a most horrible death. Hs had said
that the multitudo would lnow when
the Pentecost was coming. The
ovidence of God's Holy Spirit would
come upon them. By the mercY of
Go4 Ho took on flesh to show the love
He has for each of us, a¡rd that is what
tve must not lose sight of. Paul said to
the Colossians to walk tlrough this life
as a changed persor¡ using His Comforter, through our actions.
"There will always be a battle
betwe€n the flesh and tho spirit, but
the Holy Spirit holps us through it.
Christ brought the truth that will set us
free. ln the world today, many think
that truth is the majority nrle, but we
know the huth tfuough Chrisf s teachings and the Holy Spirit. Unless you
have been bom again, you cafftot see
he Kingdom ofGod. P¡aise be to God
for another soul-Sister Dina Palermo
has found the truth.

.

Lake Worth, Florida
By l;isler Josie Jasmin
On December 2, 2002, Brother
Joe Perri was our visiting elder and
opened our service exclaiming the
goodness ofGod. Brother Joe, just
back from Africa" told us of the enthusiasm of the brothers and sisters
there to hear the word of tho Lord.
The people of Africa æe hungry for
tho word and are grasping onto the
Gospel. Brotber Joe told of some of
the experiencos that were had whìle

visiting there with other brothors including our owl Brother Gene Perri.
The text used today was taken from
^he Book of Mormon conceming the
prosperity of the people when they
served him fully. We were encouraged
to be workers for tho Gospel and to
spread the good news to all peoplo that
we comg in contact with.

9

God to each ofus, emphasizing the gift
Brother Gene thm expressed
of the Restoration, which He so freely
himself a¡rd was exnemely thalkfrrl to
the Lord for his travel to AAic4 and of gave to us. "He sent us His l¡ve
tfuough the Restoration. We need to
how they suwived some serious c¿ngave
shine the light for all to see. We are
all honor
ditions while the¡e. He
His
ohild¡en, His saints on ea¡th."
and glory to ow Heavørly Father. As
joy
Brother Geno Perri followed
that he
our brother spoke to us, the
us to read the word ofGo4
exhorting
felt was passed on to the congregation.
thankful
for the gift of the
to
be
and
He stated that the Gospel is sproading
joyfirl
"We need to
Christ.
Gospel
of
Jesus
throughout the land, and ofhow
prove
to the world
fi¡lly
to
people
They
servc
God
were.
and full of life the
Church,
One
is
only
One
that
there
indeed are very grateful for the Gospel
Never
be
and
One
Baptism.
God,
Restored.
for
Stand
up
Gospel!
ashamed
ofthe
On Sunday, Decembor 8, Brothe¡
Stand
up
ofJesus
Christ!
the
Gospel
Mike Radd opened our service and
firm
and
Stand
tall
for
the
Restoration!
read from Moroni Chapter 7, concgrnreceived!"
good
we
have
give
for
what
ing the gifts. We need to
Testimony followed and there
gifts by keeping oursolves clean and
were many thankfirl hearts praising
God for all His mercies towards us.
Beautifi¡l hymns of praise wore iaised
"Behold, the spirit of God is up in thanksgiving to our Heavenly
Father for the Gift of His Love, His Son!
given to every marì, that he
Sistor Carmela Biro ftom New
may know good from evil;
Brunswiclq New Jersey has bee¡r
wherefore, I show unto you
visiting with us and has celebrated her
judge;
77th spiritual amiversary. We celfor every
the way to
ebrate with our sister also for tho
thing which invited to do
many years of her devoted service i¡
good, and to persuade to
the Gospel boing always ready to
believe in Christ, is sent forth praise His name.

by the power and gift of
Christ; wherefore ye may
know with a perfect knowledge it is of God"
(MoroniT:16).

What a Mighty God We
Serve
Sunday December 15, 2002

good before God, Remombering
always to pray with real inten¡ trusting
God for all things. All good cometh

from God! God sent His Love, His
Sorq to earú to redeem mankind from
the sinful lusts of the world. Moroni
speaking to the Churoh said 'Behold,
the spirit of God is given to every man,
that he may Ínow good from ovil;
wherefore, I show unto you the way to
judgo; for every thing which invited to
do good, and to persuade to believe in

Christ, is sent forth by the power and
gift of Christ; wherefore ye may know
with a perfeot knowledge it is of
God" (Moroni 7: 16).
Brother Ca¡l Romano followed on
the sa¡ne ths¡no, tho wonderfrrl gifts of

As we attempt to convey to the
saints of God the glory of His work,
we reflect upon tho words ofow
wondorfirl Aposde, Brother V. Jamos
Lovalvo, "There a¡e no words in the
vocabulary of mortal man tÏat can
desoribe what you saw." Yes, tho
heavmly glories from God ca¡not be
described. We ty in ow futile way to
describe this mighty God we sewo and
His marvelous works displayod among
us, tho saints of the most high God.
Once again we stood at the
water's edge, roceiving warrn greetings from the ducks and the geeso as
they prepared to sha¡e thoir abodo
(Continued on Page 10)
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Whar aMighty God
ContinuÊd from Pago 9

with us. Thoy were positioning themselves to witness the gleat work of
God that was about to be performed.
Being sunounded by the glory of Go(
the sahts watched thsm as they
stoppod down into the water oûe by
one from the icy sidewalk that sur-

tle waters edge and situated
themselves to behold God's glory
descend upon another soul.
A marvelous work and wonder
indeed, a soul drivon from the land of
Kisü, Kenya Afric4 to the blessed land
of America to entef, into the waters of
rounded

regenøation, into God's Chwcb The
Church of Jesus Ch¡ist, throuCf¡
obedienc¿ to His di¡ection, There we
stood at the water's edge surrounded
by all the magnificence that God in His
awesome manner pres€nts unto us.
Watching the excellency of this performance and oapturing its glory, our
souls cry out: "What a mighty God we
serve. What a mighty God we serve,
the angels bow down before Him,
heaven and earth adore Hirq What a
mighty God we serve!"
Ther¡, in the midst of this grand
performancg we hear the astounding
words of fte ministry echoing with
great power and aìrthority, 'Zipporah
Onyanch4 having authority given to
me ofJesus Christ, I baptize you in the
name of tho Father, the Son, and the

Holy Ghost." Down into the lvatery
gravg then instantly as the twinkling of
tho eyo, tho soul brought forth, a new
cresture in Ch¡ist Jesus. I would ask
ofyor¡ do you have words in your
vocøbulary to doscribo suoh a performance? Further, just to think that God
(indescribable) úe magnifi cent Directo¡ extended unto man the authority to
be the actors in this grand pcrformance ofbuilding His kingdom here on
eørth! Brother Alphonso Hopkins was
ohosen to perfomr this baptism. Whæ
a mighty God we serve.
No wonder the ducks and geese
reåct and take thoir placo to lvatoh this
great and noble event. The sþ the
trees, the warm radiance of the surq
the water, and the saints humbly
respond to the magnificence of Almighty God and tho glory of His

works, We stând speecl ess as the
tears ofglory tioklo softly down the
cheek. Thank you God for your
presørce and for anothsr soul bom into
yourkingdom.
Brother Mitchell Edwa¡ds was
chosen to perfonr¡ confimring our
sister into holiness.
To wiüress a baptism, a repontant
soul, burning with God's love, nothing
on this ea¡th or in this ea¡th can

composo words to desoribe, "What a
mighty God we serve!"

Note of Thanla

lung cavity. One day Brother Ron
Brutz and his family came to visit me l
in the hospital and he aûoi¡ted me,
pouring his heart out to the Lord on my
behalf. I have not had a fever since
that day, Praise God, I havs nover
been in the hospital beforq except
whør I was a young man in Europg
and I have never had to face such a
serious challenge to my health. I
cannot begin to tell you what a blessing
it was to r€ceive all ofyour e-mails,
cards, phone calls and visits. I'm
doing much better now as I am now
back at work after being on sick leave
for over tluee months, I thank
God for The Churoh ofJesus Chris!
and may God bless each and every
one

ofyou.

Dea¡ Brothers and Sisters,

I wanted to tako

a moment to

express my heartfelt appreciation for
your prayers on my behalf. I am a
living witness to tho fact that tho
prayers of tlre saints are not in vain. I
want to thank and praise God as well,
as He brought me through tho fuo and
preserved my life.
I can certain-ly relate to the
inhoduotory words oftlut old literary
classic, The Tale of Ttuo Cities, '1t
was the best of times, it was the worst
of times." As most of you know, I livo
near the capitol ofthe Navajo Nation
and work in a public school district on
the reservation. I knew this year
was going.to be a challenge when it
began with my adminishative assistant
tuming up missing in July (only a few
days before I was supposed to leavo
for Muncey, Canada for the Conferonc,o of Nativo Amoricans), and to this
day no one has seen or heard Íïom
her. A few months later anodrer of
my office assistants lost her son; he
was murdered not far fiom where we
livo. My wife and I lnew both of
these women very well. It was shordy

after that that I became ill and wormd
up in the hospital wi1þ ¿ Inng infectiorq

which evørtirally was diagnosed as
pneumonia. I rernained in tho hospital
for 2 1/2 wæks.
I know that tho Lord preserved
my life as the doctors could not find an
a¡tibiotic that would stop my fevers
and slow down the fluid build-up in my

With Lovo in Chris!
Brother Larry Watson

Rest In Me
By Sister Patty Keúy
He holds me up when
I feel like falling,
He says be still
And oalms my anxious hea¡t.

He says don't fear,

I'm the one that holds tomorrow.
Just hold my hand
And trust me for today.
He fills my e,mptiness
With His love so glorious
And shows grace to me,

Though undeserved.
Trust in me my child,
My hands still hold the universe,
Your life is precious
And I'm in control.
Rost in my love,
Your life is exposed before me,
I see your need before
You ask.

I'm always drcro when
You seok forgiveness.
I am still your father
And you my child.

Notice
The Songs of Zion hard
cover songbooks are now available at the Print Houso for the
price of$8.50 each, plus postage.
To order call, w¡ite or e-rnail:
The Church of Jesus Ch¡ist
Print House
8282 Boettner Rd.

Bridgewater, MI 481 15
734429-s080
CofJCPH@msn.com

News from the Meru and Kisii
Tribes
Continuôd from Pâge
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The tkee villages are Kakamegq
Birongo, and Menyinkwa.
One of the shongest testimonies
ofthe power of the Gospel is the
repontance and conversion of those
who had practiced witchcraft. Vy'e
thank the Lord that He is tho same
today as in the days of the ancient
apostles. (Remembo¡ Simon of Acts
8:9-13?) Let's also pray that the Lord
will provide the firnds to build the
Church's frst permarient sFuchue in
Kenyq a simple chapel that will be
used as the headquarters buil¡ling and
as the new location for the vooational
school that assists the children of tho
saints by teaching practical, vocational
trade skills.

hiding places in the wildemess. Can
you imagine how you would feol ifyou
were going without your father hiking
into the mountains orjungles to be
hidden ftom thousands ofmurderous
enemies? There wouldn't be any
stores, or baths, or warm water. Maybe they had a llama or vicuna to carÐ¡
some things but the bigger ohildren
would have to help the smaller ones
across rugged rocks to the hiding place
where wild animals lived. Radios,
telephones, airplanes were not inventod so there would be no way of
knowing ifthefu dad, or your brother
was dead or alive in the baftle.
The old men and every young
man that could carry a weapon were
gathered together to go to battle.
Zeniffalso was in his old age. Zeniff
writes that he placed them in their
ranks, evory man according to his age.
He reminded them that they were
fighting for their lives against an
enemy who thought they deserved to
die. All they knew was that they could
pray and hust God and they
did. Zeniff s army werit out in the
sfrørgth of the Lord.
The Lamanite army camo upon
thern, armed this timo with all the weapons like Zeniffs people had. They
had their heads shaved and wore a
leather girdle about their bodies. They
were a wild, and fierce, bloodthirsty
people. They must be fought face to
face, man against mar¡ and thøy outnumbered the peoplo ofZenifi
But God gave great strength to
the army ofZenifl They killed their
attaokers with a great slaughter, even
so many that they could not coutìt
them. They drove thern out of thei¡
tand. The gratefil peopte thanked God
and were reunited with theì¡ families
and child¡en. Can you imagine

The Children's Comer
Continued from Page 6

of Zentff. The spies thar Zeniffhad
hiding in the wild courtry saw the
jfeat almy of the Lamanites begin to
gaiher; fhey were going to attack upon
the north of the land of Shilom.
Zeniffs people were ready. They
evacuate.d their cities. The women and
ohildren woro sent by the hundreds to

thejoy
your dad or

that you would feol to see
brother o¡ uncle walk in the door safe?
Tho people of Zuriffreturned to their
land to live and plant crops. Their God
had delivered them. He is the same
God that we serve. When we follow
His commandments ho blessss us.
When we pull away and aro ha¡dhearted or boastñ¡l about all that we
tlink we oan do, thør we are setting
ourselves up for trouble.
Romember, wo serve â jealous

God. He expects us to talk .vyifh Him
and call upon

Him. He is deserving of

all our praise. Just as He delivered the
children of Zøriff, He will deliver us
when we call upon His namo. He
oaros for us.
Withlove,
Sister Jan

OBITUARIES
lle wish to express our srypalhy to those lhat mourn the loss of
loved ones. May God bless and
comfort you.
MARY O'ANTONIO) ROSS
Sister Ma¡y (D'Antonio) Ross

of

the Aliquipp4 Ponnsylvania Branch
passed on to her reward on Decomber
13,2002. She was preceeded in death
by her husband, John; one daughter,
and two sons, Afina and Vr'illiam and
her brothø Frank. She is survived by
two brothers, Fred and Anthony; two
sons, Anthony and John, Jr.; four

daughters-in-law, Angìe, Juditl¡ Connie
and Doris; I

I gandchildren

and 20

great-grandohildren.

ROBERT SMITH
Brother Robert L. Smith of the
Lorairu Ohio Branch passed on to his
rewa¡d on December 31, 2002. He is
survived by his wife, Deloris; sons,

Robert r., Ron and Dørris; brothers,
Frank and John; six grandchildren and

two greaf-gandchildren.

FRANCES (CAMPO) CECE
Sister Fra¡rces (Campo) Cece of
the Plumbrooþ Michigan Branch
pass€d on to her rowa¡d on Decembe¡
3, 2002. She was preceded in death by

het fathet, Brother Frank Campo;
mothe¡ Sisúer Rosa Campo; and her
sisters, Mary and Annie Campo. She is
suwived by her husband, John Cece;
daughtøs, Dia:re Laratt4 Caroþ
Cleland, and Shirsne Cloments.
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Baptisms and Reinstatements

ChildrenBlessed

Sistø Marisol Muljica was baptized on January 12,
2003 in the Edisor¡ New Jersry Branoh. She was baptized
by Btother Johnathan Olexa, and confirmed by Brother Bob

Anna Ch¡istina DiMelis, daughter of Brothor Dino and
Sister Chrisi¡a DeMolis was blessed on September 15, 2002
at Detroit, Michìgan Branch #2.

Pizzaia.

Brother Jeremy Leigù Camden was baptized on
November 3, 2002 in the Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch.
He was baptized by Brothsr Jerry Valenti and confrmed by
Brothor Mark King.
Sister Candi Roth was baptized on Novernber 3, 2002
in tÌre Iævittoun, Pøursylvania Branoh. She was baptized
by Brother Jerry Valenti and confirmed by Brothor Sam

Dell.
Brothe¡ And¡ew James Ta¡buk was baptized on
December 22,2002 in the Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch.
Ho was baptized by Brother Dan Buffrngton and confi¡med

River Sofue Joþ daughter of Brook Antone and
Gloria Marilyn Joþ was blessed on Oøobet 13 , 2002 at
the Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada.
and Gloria
the
13,
2002
at
on
October
was
blessed
Marilyrn Johru

Sþler Domthi John, son of Sha¡non Knight

Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada
Àmber Dawn Jannina Salter, daughter of Do¡ Salter
and Heather Nicholas was blessed on October 13,2002 at
the Muncey Mission in Ontario, Curada

by Brother Jim Moore.

Natìan Edwa¡d Tonkono\ son of Michael Edwa¡d
and Cheryl Gail Snake, was blessed on October 28, 2002 at
the Muncey Mission in Ontario, Canada

Sister Sa¡ah Marie Buffington was baptized on
Dece¡nber 22, 2002 in the lrnperial, Pøursylvania Branch.
She was baptized by Brother Jim Calabro and confirmed by

Jadør Anthony Smith, son ofSister Joinne Faschilla
and Darryl Smitlu was blsssed on November 24, 2002 in the
Levittowru Pørnsylvania Branch.

Brother Bob Buffington.
Sister Angela Leah Yoder was baptized on December
n thelmperial, Ponnsylvania Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Jim Calabro and confirmed by Brother

22,2002

Bob Buffington.

Sister Di¡a Mario Palermo was baptized on November
24ú, 2002 in the Hollywood Florida Branch. She was
baptized by Brother John Catone and con{ìrmed by Brother

SilverCoppa.

Christopher Rocco D'Alimonte, son ofSister Jennifer
and Frank D'Alimonte was blessed on June 30, 2002 at the
Windsoi, Ontario Branch.
Christopher Jøome Boyd, Jr., son of Tammy Boyd' was
blessed oIr Septembsr 1 , 2002 at the Windsor, Onørio Branch.

of Brother Mark and Sister Sophie
on
Novembq 1, 2002 at the Windsor'
Peltier, was blessed
Ontario Branch.
Jesse Peltier, son

Stoven James Jordan, son ofsister Rachel and Jim
Jordan was.blessed on November l, 2002 at the Windsor'

Ont¿rio Branch.
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Missionary Visit to Nigeria, V/estAfrica
By Evangelíst J. Joseph perri
Many years ago, when plans
were being made for my fìrst trip to
Nigeria, Brother John Ross who at
the time was in charge of the missionary work in Africa, told me,
"Brother Joe you are going to fall in
love with the African people, in
particular those who have become
your brothers and sisters in Christ.
You will want to keep going back to
visit," Those words spoken by this
great Missionary Evangelist certainly
were profound, because I have fallen
in love with the African brothers and
sisters, not only in Nigeria, but in
Ghana and in Kenya also. They are a
beautiful people and words are
inadequate to descríbe the feeling
experienced when you get to know
them, to experience their love and
appreciation for our visits.
Several years passed since the
last visit was made to Nigería. The
tragedy o1 9
and the problems in
that country caused us to postpone
our trip in 2001. Correspondence
was received from our Church
Ðirector Evangelist George Arthur
on a number ofoccasions informing
us ofthe desire the brothers and
sísters had to see us and that they
were praying God would prepare and
open the way for our retum visit.

After much prayer and planning the
day arrived for five missionaries to
begin the joumey to vrsit the saints of
The Church ofJesus Christ ìn Nigeria.
This visit to Nigeria, Africa
would be the first for Apostle paul
Benyola, Evangelist Eugene Perri, and
Elder Frank Natoli. Brother Lyle

Criscuolo was retuming for the second
time. Too many for me to count. Upon
our arrival at the Port Harcouf

Airport,

a group ofapproximately l5
brothers along with Sister Agnes
A¡thur came to welcome us. We were
so blessed to see and $eet lhis large
group ofour beloved brothers and
sisters that traveled 3 l/2 hours from
their homes, over dangerous roads.

(Continued on page 3)
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Eugene.perri,.Evangetist George Frank Arthur,
Aposfle pari.t Benyota, Etder Robert Ekpo, Etâer
itl.g^"rll,l9lTl"LDjrector,
Lyre
Gnscuoto, Etder Joseph Arthur, Elder Joseph Usoro, Elder Fiank
Naro[, Èvanget¡st J. Joseph perr¡, and kneeling is elder Donald ltem.
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Missionaries Needed to SPread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ
By John Grffith, Quorum of Sevenly Euangelists President
Eugene Perri, Quorum Vice President
The Quorum of SeventY Evangelists ûas been authorized bY the
General Church Conference to create
a pilot program, introducing a new
concept of administration to handle
the ouþouríng of God's love to His
Creation thoughout the World.
Covering a ten-year period, over
twenty ne\¡r' countries have now
received the Gospel ofJesus Ch¡ist
through our humble missionary
endeavors. "All Praise be to God, our
Father." We acknowledge all who
have offered past missionary support
and encourage all ages to become
involved. Because ofour growth
expectation in the missionary fields,
we are oreating manY new missionary
teams to handle new areas. WE
NEED YOU. Step uP to receive the
Lord's blessings. Contact any Evangelist for a registration form.
NIGERiA, WESTAFRICA
NOVEMBER2OO2 MISSIONARY TRIP

The land where Brother W H.
Cadman and Brother J. Bittinger
were called upon in the Year 1954 to
introduce the Restored GosPel of
Jesus Ckist to their PeoPle, the
Church has been established there for
nearly fifty years and manY souls
have iendered obedience to our Lord
Jesus Christ. There are onlY a few

living original members inNigena
today who remember the fìrst

missionaries as they introduced The
Church of Jesus Christ to them.
Those few remaining sPeak with
fondness as they recall the love of
God that was taught as well as shown
them from the very beginning. It is
the love of God that has kePt them
faithful and enduringuntil this present
time in the promise they made to
serve God.
It is evident that missionaries

from the United States are not fo¡gotten who have come among them.
The native citizens can recall our
missionaries by name and mention
how they taught to love God and each
other. Since 1954, many brothers and
sisters have gone among this wonderful people bringing the same message
and example. God's love makes a
life long indeliblemarkon all people
wherever they resideDuring our most recent visit, our
Evan gelist Field Commi ttee Chairman
ofthe Church in Nigeria inhoduced
the various Ministry who accomPanied him on this trip to a congregation
of some 2720 saints, TheY gathered
from many different geo$aphic
locations, walking manY, manY miles
to welcome the missionaries with a
thunderous applause. As is their
custom, every effort is made to show
how happy the Nigerian Church
membership is to have you visit with
them.
Observed during the first SundaY

service at the Nigerian National
Conference Center, after an Elder
spoke or offered prayer, a loud
"Amen" in praise to God would be
heard from the saints. We had to
admire the order and respect that was
shown throughout the entire service
which lasted close to six hours. How
wonderful it is to see a people with
such exuberance in their service to
the Lord. A visit to The Church of
Jesus Christ in Nigeria is one that can
never be forgotten.

Go Tell It on the
Mountains
On our most recent trip to Peru,
Brother Daniel Mora and Brother
Juan Mestâs joumeyed from Arequipa,
Peru, which is at an elevation of7,000
feet high into the mountains in the
region ofPuno, to the small village of
Santa Rosa Melgar. Our brothers
were the guests of Senor Nico Paz,
who owns a ranch that has been in his
family for generations. The altitude of
the village is about 14,000 feet, well
above the timberline. It is cold at
night, even ìn the summer, with
freezing temperatures.
Brother Juan's parents were
originally from Puno, but this was his
first trip. The purpose was to continue
to preach the Gospel which was
originally inhoduced to the Puno area
by Brother Dick Christman and
Brother Miguel Bicelis, five Years
prior. Brother Daniel made a trip to
that ârea with Brother Dick several
years ago. He took the opportunity on
this trip to renew acquaintances, and
continue to preach the Gospel to a
very poor and economica'lly depressed
comrnunity. Some of the children have
no covering for their feet, and the
weather can be damP and cold in the
summer and cold and windY in the

winter.
Brother Juan and Brother Danie.
were well received. They met with
various far.nilies and also held a
meeting. The community has a small
radio program and Brother Daniel
'introduced the Church on the local

program several years ago. The
school principal, who in the past in_
vrted us to hold services at the school,
greeted them warmly. She was thank_
ful for thechildren's clothinsand
school supplies, which werJmade
available through some kind dona_
tions.
The joumey from Arequipa to
thrs area is about six hours on the bus,
but it is the most reliable mode of
transporlation. The airport has to
cancel many flights to this area due to
the fog. âctually low clouds, at that
altitude. we plan to retum soon and
continue to tell the good news of
Jesus Ch¡ist. The h¡ghest pumose of
the Church after all is to spreãd the
Gospel and the scrìpture in Mosiah
l5: l8 states, ".,.O how beautiful upon
the mountains are the feet of him tiat
bringeth good tidings, that is the
fo.under ofpeace, yea, even the Lord,
who has redeemed his people; yea,
hrm who has granted salvation unto

_

his people."

While Brother Daniel and
Brother Juan were preaching the

Missionary Visit to Nigeria
Continued from page
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They made us feel welcomed immedi_
ately.

.

A miracle of God,s protecing

hand was made visible to us within a
short driving distance from the airport

to our Mission House. Our driver was
cautioned several times to slow down

because ofd¡iving too fast. He would
reduce the speed when asked, only to
rncrease it very quickly. We were
following the van carrying a group of
brothers and our luggage. To avoid
potholes and a rough portion ofthe
road, the driver ofthe van v/e were
following slowed down, and pulled to
the right side ofthe road. Oúr driver
was driving fast and too close, and
when he applied the brakes. our
vehícle could not stop, but úeean to
slide.
I

At the same time, there was an
8-wheeler coming directly towards

us. To avoid a direct

hit in the rear of
the van we were following or having

Brother Daniel Mora (r¡ght) and Brother Juan
Mestas
Gospel in the highlands, Brother Dick
and Sister Pat Christman were visiting
saints ând making new connections in

Arequipa. We were pleased to receive
the Church incorporation papers, as

it

head-on collision, ourright front
f'ender struck lhe left rear fender of
the van in front ofus, thus shifting us
towards the left and the oncomin!
truck. Viewing the distance between
the van and the oncoming truck, there
was no possible way for our station
a

wagon to fit be-tween the van and
truck without being involved rn a
head-on collision with the kuck or

hitting the van direct.ly in the rear,

which either would have caused
serious injury or even death. The
truck was traveling at a high rate of
speed and none ofus would have
survived ifwe had a head-on collision.
God made the impossible, possible
because our vehicle fit beiween the
truck and van avoiding certain
disaster. After this incident. our
brothers remarked one to tÉe other
that we were not afraid, for we knew
God was watchìng and protecting us
rrom senous rn1ury or even death.
Brother George Anhur, when he saw
the danger we were facing, called out
to the Lord Jesus Ckìst for help.

was a long process; but Cod was in
the matter and prepared the wav.
The saints in peru greet all in
the love of God and HisSon, Jesus
Christ.

Arriving at our mission house
several hours later, we formed a
cì-r-cle, held hands and Brother George
offered a beautiful prayer of thanks_
giving for our safe arrival and asked
God to bless us during our visit, that
He would care for and bless our
wives and loved ones we left at
home. The near tragedy tumed out to
be the beginning ofa glorious visit.
Another group ofbrothers and the

Mbiabong Ikot Udofia Choir were
waiting to greet us upon our arrival at
the home of Brother Afhur. After a
lengthy welcome presentation and
singing by the choir, we were treated
to a chicken and rice dinner that was
prepared for us by Sister Agnes
A¡thur and her daughters.. Ã Very

tasty meal to quench our hunser.
The National priesthood"posl
poned their business conferenóe in
order for us to presenl our prepared
seminars. The EIders, Teachers.
Deacons- and Deaconesses as-

(Continued on page 4)
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sembled. were divided into frve groups'
Seminar subjects were, "Our Calling"
bv Brother Paul Benyola. "The Book
oî Mormon" by Brother Eugene Perri,

"Aoostasv and Restoration" bY
Bråther Éank N¿toli, "Faith & Doctrine" by Brother LYle Criscuolo,
"Accountability" by Brother Joe Perri'
There was very good participation in
everv class. We conducted seminars
for aïoroximalely fìve hours to a very
atrenìive group ofbrothers and sisters.
anxious tõ leam A beautiful spirit was
enjoyed in each seminar class and time

well soent.

ihe attendance al our Conference SundaY worshiP service was
2J20 and for the first time in the .
Nisenan Church history. communton
wai served at a Conference Sunday
worship service and to a very large
crowd. Each brother and sister took of
the bread and wine very reverentlY'
bowing his or her head and offering a
prayer ofthanksgiving There was
àbálute quiet foi a large gathering ol
saints. where you could have heard a
nin droo. What a beautiful spirit and a
Llorious sieht to wimess. The faith and
ieverence õur Nigerian brolhers and
sisters possess in Jesus Ch¡ist who
save th;m hope for salvalion through

ñis death and resuÍection is truly
senuine.
I would like to share several
exoeriences that show God's miraculous healing power' A sister from the
Obio Ndot Bianch ofthe Church in the
Abak District, who was very ill some
23 years ago, at the request of-her
familv. went 1o see a doctor who gave
her nó encouraging news. He told her
to retum home and sPend what few
davs she had le[t with her familY'
lnstead ofgoing directly home' she
*"nt to thJittlã church building made
of mud and a ihatched roof where she
lt
had been attendíng worship services
of
her
Perrod
was there she began

fastine and praying. For 2l days she
remaiãed in'thebuilding with her faith
in God that he would heal he¡' She
miraculously survived her illness and
her family and branch were greatlY
blessed.

After five Years had Passed,
another visit was made to this particular branch, and the same exPerience
was related and the question was
asked whether the sister was still
present. She quickly stood and said

bod had given her five more Years of
life. While in attendance in this same
branch during our recent visit in
November some 23 Years later, I was
insoired to relate the same experience
aeain, and the question was asked
wlhether the sister was still present in
the meeting that aftemoon? The
Presidine EIder without hesitation said

õtill alive and well, and she
was reouested to stand. She stood and
we behàld a sister small in stalure, but
â sianl in the service ofGod in this
brãnch. She is a great worker for the
Church in her branch as an ordained
she was

ADeaconess ofthe obio Ndot Branch
of the Church ¡n the Abak District'
Deaconess. Praise God for He is no
resoecter ofpersons but will show his
¡ower with those that exercise laith in
irim. What a glorious testimony this
sister and brãnch membership has of
Gods miraculous healing Power'
Brother Edom Ebong an Evange-

list (now deceased) ofthe Church
related to us an experlence some years
aso that in the village where his wife
from there were three children
"ã-e
who were born crippled and unable to
walk. He told us ofthe events as they
haupened, but it was during this visit
thát we were able to understand the
mag nitude of what tmly happened'
For the first time, we met a Young
brother named TimothY, who was one

ofthe three children born crippled.
Brother TimothY relayed to us the
events as they happened that one child
died, one bore a child although she is
crippled, but than he said to us "And
the other one was me." TimothY was
the other child bom crippled. He said
bv nraver and the mercY ofCod he
*ai mâd. compl.tely whole No signs
were seen ofhis ever being crippled
and unable to walk. Brother Timothy is
a very bright, energetic active member
of thã Church and is the MBA P¡esident ofhis district
We attended a crusade held in
Niseria for the first time. One
evãning,437 were in attendance At
the conilusion of Saturday evening's
crusade, 317 PeoPle came forward
requesting móre information about the
Church. A number requested Prayer
because of illness. To ensute there
would be no disturbance ofanY kind,
the local oolice were present. They felt
our love ánd were touched by the spirit
ofGod and requested that â special
nraver be offered for each of them
requested a Bible and a
înév
"u"h
Book of Momon which we gladlY gave
to them. For Sunday worship service'
there were I 10 in attendance who
came to hea¡ the GosPel message At
the complelion of our preaching service an invitation was extended to
thôse who were touched by the spirit
of God who had a repentant heart and
desiredbaptism. Eighf souls stood up
and each bore testlmony that they
were touched bY what was Preached
and wanted to surrender their lives to
Jesus Christ. A Young man stated he
would donate land for a church building
During our visit, we met with the
National Ládies' Circle who related to
us their activities ând made some
reouests. They are a very active group
ofiisters, led by Sister Agnes Arthur
as President. After our Conference
Sunday worshiP service was concluded, a Youth grouP of MBA members put oï a skit and sang for us The
youlh of the Nigerian Church have
dedicated themselves as misslonarles
to go to as many villages as possible,
and when the oPPortunitY Presents
itselfthey want to go to other states to
(Continued on Page 1 1)
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"Blessed are the peøcemakers:

þr

they shalt be called the chilrtren of God" (Matthew 5:9).

Did you.ever break-up a fight or_mediate in an argument? Ifyou did, then you know that in
orde¡ to be successful, you must be sensitive to bolh sides ofihe issuá. Ifvou tut" ,ii.r,lou
create even more contention and endupjoining in on the fìght. The childreñ ofGod, accoióng
toJes^us, are those who arepeacemakers. We, being the children of God, cun
onty,tul-it ài
títle if we trulyare peacemakers.In God's word, thère are numerous examples oithis. when
others were performing miracles in the name ofJesus, John wanted them io ue
ButJesus, being apeacemaker, told His disciples to leave them alone. Ifthey we.en't
"ona"-neJ.
agai'st
Jesus, they were for Him. The adulterous woman would have been stoneá to aeatn 6y
itrì
people for the sins she had committed. But Jesus mediated on hei behall and .ur."á
th"
people to see her side ofthe story. He told the people that ifthey were witháut
sin, thæinày
should cast the first stone. The people were confounded, and haã to end theirplanÁed attací<
of the woman.
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Peace can only come when there is forgiveness. If a person can forgive another, then
contention is stopped in rts tracks. This isjust like Jesus who forgives all oùr sins. He said that
ifHe can forgive all our sins, even ifthey are red like crimson,îhen we ought to forgive one
another. Forgiving is the onlythingthat canendcontention. when we end coãtention, ihe
devii
cannot work.

'.'For uerily, v-erily I say,unto you, he lhat has the spirit of contenÍion is not of me,
but
the deuil, who is the father of contention, ani he stinith up the hearts á¡
to
contend with dnger, one with anolher" (3'd Nephi 1 l:29).
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"Come now, and let us reason togelher, saith the Lord; though your sins
be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimlon, they sha be as
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The devil causes us to only see our_ síde ofthe story, and not consider the feelings ofothers.
This feelingbreeds contention. Didyou evermeet someone who always felt he/sie was right
about everything? This is aperson who is driven by the spiritofcontentión, whichis ofthe deiil.
The Bible says that the wisdomofmankind is foolish¡éss to God. sohowcan up"r.on
ut*uy.
thinkhe/she is right about everything? But the tnre children ofGod are those wi,o are hrrnb'le
peacemakers. Theydon't always have to prove theirpoint, orthink they are always
nght. They
can empathize and sympathize with anotherperson, forgive them, anã love them, rãgardless
of what they've done. I think sometimes as saints oacod, we are too quick to iecome
offended. we must realize that being able to understand another person, aid forgive them
(thus eradicating anypossible contention) is

EugeDcP€rrl,Jr.
s70 N. Dov€r Rd.
T€qu$tâ, FL 13469

a

conscious decision on ourpart. Itdoein,t come

naturally. Human sinnature tells us tobecome offended and contend with one another, rather
than be a peacemaker. But as saints of God, we have to work at suppressing those fóelings

SOUTHìVEST

and tnrly be the peacemaker that God wants us to be.
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Sometimes God must humble us down in order to be a peacemaker. I-Ie does this by causing
inourfamily, to go tkough somethíng that we have been criticizing others forì
An example is people who don't have chirdren condemning other parents who sãem to have
unrulychildren. Then one day, they have children ofihei¡own, whoùecome unruly. Suddenly,
they can understand and empathize. Another example is those who condemn others who aié
going through a divorce. Then the day comes when they go though it, or someone
in theii
familydoes. suddenly, theyunderstand and empathize. ihi.e arenumerous otherexamples.
us, or someone

Brothers, sisters and friends, let's avoid_having to be taught this kind oflesson, simplyby being
the peacemaker Jesus
'¡r'ants us to be. Let us understand, forgive and love one ånâther. Nã
one really
an argument or a fight. In the end, the only "winners,' are the true

-ever,"wins"
children of God...the peacemakers.

April.2003
warned the people," You are committing many sins. If you do not repent,
you will be destroyed. You will bum in
hell for the sins you are doing and
teaching these people. You are not

The

Children's
Corner
By Sisrer Janet Bork

King Zeniff Chooses
the Wrong Son
(MOSIAH 13-17)
King Zeniffhad been a strong,
brave, godly leader. Ever since he had
led a g¡oup ofNephites from Zarahemla back to the land of Lehi-Nephi,
he had worked with his own hands for
a living and fought the Lamanites for
his life and the lives ofhis people. He
had made an agreement wìth King
Laman to live in peace while theY
farmed and lived on the land. But it
was a trick; the fierce Lamanites
waited until the Nephites had done all
the work, then they began attacking
them for their riches, their crops, their
silver, gold and flocks.
Zenifftaught his people to PraY
constantly and ask God to save them.
In two terrible battles, his people were
outnumbered but God gâve them great
power to fight. The Book of Mormon
says they fought in "the shength ofthe
Lord". They dìd not brag later; they
.

buried thousands oftheir enemies and
kept thanking God for hearing their
prayers.
Zeniffgrew old. His PeoPle had
prospered in this rich land. TheY
worked with their hands and created
beautiful things fromgold, silver, clay
and fabrics while they enjoyed peace.
Now they needed a younger king.
Zeniffhad more than one son, but he
picked his son, Noah, to be the next
king. Noah was the \¡/rong
choice. Right away, Noah began Perverting the good laws ofGod and the
kingdom. He wanted more than one
wife and had more than one woman.
When the priests (elders) of the

church criticized him, he had them
replaced with new men who were as
evll as he was. He planted vineyards
and hrmed many of his people tnto
drunkards.
Noah was greedy and lazY. He
and his chosen army forced the people
to pay 1/5'h of all they had as a tax so
that he and his friends did not have to

work. He built beautiful palaces and
buildings with the tax money. He had
a row of seats covered with gold for

following the laws God gave Moses
or telling them about God's Son, a
Savior, who will be born, will die and
resunect." He boldly preached many
beautiful words. The priests
threatened to kill him and Abinadi
answered, "I am not afraid to die. If I
do, it will be a witness against you at
fhe day ofjudgment."
At that point, Noah wanted to let
him go, but the priests talked him out
ofit. They made a plan to bum Abinadi with hre. He was still unafraid and
prophesied, "The Lamanites will overpower you. They'll make you carry
their burdens like you are an animal.
This whole generation will die unless
they repent." He was not afraid. As
he prophesied, "Whatever you do to
(Continued on Page

his priests to sit at and lean on to make
sermons, tricking others to think
it was all right for them to sin as well.
This next generation ofpeoPle had
forgotten how to serve God.
Small bands of Lamanite warriors
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began attacking, murdering, and

LAZY
NOAH
WRONG
SON
WICKED
NOT
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robbing Nephite people on the edge of
the country. King Noah did not send a
big enough army to protect them. The
enemy warriors returned. And then, a
larger group ofsoldiers attacked
Noah's people. Noah sent an armY
against them ând theY won. TheY
were full ofhappiness and started to
brag about how great theY were. God
was displeased. He sent a Preacher
named Abinadi to wake the people up.
Abinadi wamed them to thank God
and retum to their Godly ways or they
would be outnumbered and destroyed
by the Lamanite hordes surrounding
them. He told them about God's plans
and the birth ofJesus, our Savior.
Noah and the priests were
furious. Abinadi boldly saidhow evil,
sinful, lazy and full oflies they were.
They ìvanted to kill him. But God
sent him away. For two years Abinadi
did notreturn. Gòd was givrng the
people time to repent. Nothing
changed. God sent Abinadi back
again. Fearlessly he preached and
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ing chapel service. Sis. Geneva Dell
offered an opening prayer and we
were ready to embark upon our day of
seminars based on the theme, ,,Getting

fingerprint ofGod in our lives. She
related several moving experiences of
0nr lfomonh&y
answered prayer in her life.
Sister Arline's address encour_
Ready to Take the Joumey." It was
aged us to have a one-on-one relation_
emphasized that we need to prepare
ship with God and to trust and love
and set our priorities in order to utilize
Him with all our heart. She, too,
the gifts, talents and blessings received
stressed the role ofprayer and the
from the Lord. Preparing helps us to
importance of keeping our priorities
set our goals for running the greât race
By Sister K athy Champine
straight.
to which we are called. We were
Inner City Ladies' Circle Editor
Our Maine sisters prepared a
encouraged to focus our thoughts on
wonderful banquet for Saturday
"When ye be come into the land
the Lord and to show His love by supevening, after which they presented a
which I give unto you, and shall reap
porting each other and others in iimes
spiritual program entitled, '.We are the
the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring
of need.
Children ofl-ight, the Children of
a sheafof the first fruits of vour
One ofour seminar leaders,
God." We concluded this blessed d4y
harvest" (Leviticus 23: l0).
Sister Annâ Reid related an experiwith testimonies given by both the
On November 23'd,2002 the
ence she had in preparing for the
youth and adults,
Dehoit Inner City Ladies' Circle
seminar. She petitioned the Lord in
The Sunday moming meeting
hosted our very first gathering in the
prayer and received the following
began with a vision given to Sister
beautiful new lnner City church
dream "I saw myselfrunning lhrough
Marie
Perillo. The sacrament table
building. The theme was Harvest
a long dark tunnel. I could discem rhe
wâs
s€t
âs the hymn, In the Garden,
Homecoming. We welcomed our
presence ofthe evil one very close
was
solemnly
played. The peace of
sisters and friends from the Area to
behind. As I was running, I began to
God was felt in our midst. After the
join us for a luncheon and refreshfeel tired. I called out to the Lord,
table was set, Sister Marie saw a
ments and a time of reminiscing about
please help me. The Lord immediately
personage
dressed in white sitting
the history ofthe lnner Ciry Branch.
answered
prayer!
my
I
began
to
run
alongside
ofthe table.
We were thrilled and blessed bevond
faster. I feìt the evil one was still
Evangelist Jerry Valenti spoke on
words as the Circle sisters from-our
behind me but afar off. I continued
the value thât is added to our lives by
Area supported our endeavo¡ to
running,
not looking to the left or to the
welcome them into our new building.
being servants of the Lord. When we
right. Again I became tired, I called
We received many beautiful gifts ttfìll
have self-discipline, att€nd meetings,
out to the Lord. Immediately, I was
our new kitchen and mrly enjoyed
fast and pray and work for the Loid,
strengthened and began to run faster.
ourselves as we spent time in fellowwe become assets to the Church, each
Lookíng shaight ahead I saw a small
ship. We thank God for his blessings
other, and a light to the world.
bright light at the end ofthe tunnel, and
and look forward to establishing ourApostle Paul Benyola followed;
selves as a contributing support fo our
I awakened." She continued, ,.The
exho¡ting us to follow the teachings of
Area Ladies' Circle.
beautiful grft box our sisters from
God, and not allow the dishactions of
Maine gave us contains a boolc¡ark
life to take away from our serlyice to
with an inscription that reads, ,I will be Him. He encouraged us to
continue to
your light in the wildemess. and prebe assets to the Church. ,,your efforts
pare the way before you, if ye shali
will help the Church to grow, both at
keep my commandments' (Nephi
home
and abroad."
Sea
l7: l3). This confirmed my experiBrother Jim Sgro, Atlantic Coast
ence. I was truly uplifted, and I praise Region President, further
encouraged
The Atlantic Coast A¡ea Ladies'
God for this blessing."
us
to
continue
to
work
for
the Lord.
Uplift Círcle held a retreat in Ocean
Several ofthe sisters were .
He
offered
total
support
to
the Ladies,
Park, Maine on the weekend of June
prompted by the spirit ofGod to share
Circle
and
asked
the
Lord
to place a
7-9,2002. The event, hosted by the
speciaJ blessings received during trying
blessing
upon
us
that
whatever we do
sisters of the Maine Branch, was truly
trmes in their lives. Our seminars
for the Lord would be an example to
a chance to make new f¡iends and
ended with a feeling ofinspiration and
each other and to others.
renew old friendships. Friday evening
pleasure.
Brother Richard Onorato offered
we enjoyed fellowship by the campfire,
The afternoon included inspired
the closing prayer. We ended our
roasting hot dogs and toasting marshwords from our guest speakers, Sisters weekend
on a higher spiritual ground.
mallows.
kene Williams and A¡line Whitton.
The blessings fe¡t and the love thal \.ve
Our Area Ladies' Circle presiSister hene spoke on the necessity of
shared will be remembered for a long
dent, Sister Lydia Link, led our momprayer, and explained that prayer ís the time.

Rejoicing in the
Inner City

Fellowship by the

Bralúut
illimiorilo*¡

Whom DoYou Follow?
By Sister Karen

L

Progar

I have never before thought to
write an article on a funeral, but as I
pondered the events in the Aliquippa,
Pennsvlvania Branch in the past year,
I noteá there has been a great loss in
the branch due to the passing ofmany
of ou¡ members and some who
attended regularly contributing to the
dvnamics ofthe branch The one thing
túat rhose who Passed have in common is that theY were steadY and
consistent in their service.
In December of 2002, Sister
Marv Ross Passed awaY at the age of
92. 3is. Mary was baPtized in 1928
and showed that steady determination
to endure to the end She once shared
with me an experience she had just
two weeks after her baPtism, which
lifts my spirits every time I think about
il. She was working in her kitchen
when there was a knock at the door'
When she opened the door, there was
a man there with a cliPboard in his
hand. He asked her what church she
attended and told her that he was canvassine the neighborhood to ascerlain
whereãll the p;ople attended church.
When she told him that she had
recentlv been baptized in The Church
of Jesus Christ. ire showed her the
clipboard and she noticed that the
sheet on which he was writing was
divided into blocks. In each block, he
had written the names ofthe various
churches in Aliquippa He pointed to

the middle square, which was blank
and told her that he was going to \Prite

the name ofher church in that block

As she gazed at the block, it became
whiter than all ofthe others, almost
slowins. She knew he was a messenãer of õod and noted that she actually
ãidn't r". where he went as he
departed her homel it was as if he
disaopeared. Sister Mary accomplishód many things in her life, being a
wonderful example of hospitality.

Numerous brothers and sisters stayed
at her home and she even had the
opportunity to spend six months in
Africa on missionary work with her
beloved husband, Brother John. Space
is insufficient to make note ofall her
activities, but it is sufficient to say thât
she served God to the best of her
ability all the many days ofher life lt
is truly a blessing that even this
experience which took place over 70
veàrs aeo still stirs our hearls today.
Ritrort while ago, we lost a
member of our ministry, Bro. Chuck
Jumper. I was amazed bY the number
ofoèoole who attended our brother's
funeraì, many who were visiting The
Church ofJesus Christ for the first
time. They heard a touching recap of
Brother Chuck's life and his resolve to

'

remain faithful to God until the end of
his davs. At the conclusion ofBrother
Chuck's eulogy. Apostle Paul Palmieri
oresented a moving sermon, the topic
àf which was, "whom do You follow?"
Bro. Paul used, for his scripture, II
Kings 2: I - I 3, and addressed the congregãtion regardtng the importance of
whom we follow. He retold lhe story
ofElisha's desire for a double portion
of Elijah's spirit. Even when Ehjah
told him to wait while he went to the
various destinations to which the Lord
had sent him, Elisha refused to remain
behind. Elisha's response was always
the same, "As the Lord liveth, and as
thv soul liveth. I will not leave thee."
Biother Paul likened this to how we
must be. Regardless ofthe situations
we face or the destination to which we
must go, we must follow the Lord, just
as Brother Chuck had done. Elisha's
reward was that double Portion of
Eliiah's snirit: ours is a home in heaven

*iih

Jesus forever. I therefore ask
aeain, "Whom do you follow?" Brother
Pãul encouraged us to make the person
we follow ou¡ Lord, Jesus Christ so
that He will one daY welcome us into
His rest because we were good and

faithful servants.
The Lord placed it upon th€ heaft
ofour Brother Joh¡ D'Antonio to open
our worship service the following
Sunday with a call to those who
haven;t made their commitment to the
Lord âs yet. Brother John's text was
in Mark 5:25-34 Using the examPle

of the woman with the issue of blood
as his scriptural base, Brother John
began by asking us when we give uP
wiih Christ. He used this woman and
her 12 year battle with this affliction as
an example ofpersistence and faith.
The woman's faith was sufficient.
She knew that if she touched the
Lord's garments that there would be a
healing upon her body. TheLord also
was aware of her faith and knew that
virtue had been drawn out of Him.
His followers were amazed that the
Lord would ask who touched Him
when he was being thronged bY a
crowd. This confirms that the Lord is
always aware of our needs and our
desires, rewarding our faith as He sees
fit. The woman allowed Christ to pass
bv her. but she made sure that she
touched Him and received that which
she sought. Brother John admonished
us, "lt is alright to allow Christ to pass
by, but never allow Him to be beYond
your reach." Brother John encouràged us to be resilient in our service
and search for Christ.
May God afford us all the oPPoriunity to be examples to others by the

way that we serve.

A New Name ls Written
Down in Glory and lt's
Kevin Alan MurPhY
By Sister BethanY Smith
C)n Decemlset

22,2002, Ihe

Tamoa. Florida Branch received the
un.*"ito its prayers. Kevin Murphy.
a man who has been attending our
branch for a little less than a Year,
stood and gave his testimony. He said
that the Lord had shown His Power
unto him manY times tfuoughout the
past year, and on the previous Sunday.
December 14 (when the Southeast
Area MBA was visiting TamPa), while
Brother Duane Lowe was being
anointed Kevin prayed to the Lord that
He would heal Brother Duane the
same way He healed Kevin's son,
Chris.
For fufher exPlanation. . .Kevin's
seven-year-old son Chris was diag-

April,2003

,,,
nosed with Epilepsy and he was
suffering from several seizures a day.
Kevin, who was heavy laden with this,
asked the brothers and sisters to pray
for Chris. Over the summer Elder Phil
Benyola Sr. and Evangelist John
DiBatfista both anointed Chris and the
seizures ceased. I¡ November Chris
went to the doctor's for a checkup and
the results from the EEG, which is a
test that monitors a person's brain
waves, showed that there was no sign
thai Chris was ever afflicted.
Kevin was asking God for the
same miracle ín B¡other Duane's
case. Well after finishing his prayer
and throughout the rest of the week
Kevin, who had been praying about his
calling from God, felt thât the Lord
was answering his bold request by
coÍÌnanding that he should "Step Up!"
So praise God, Kevin Alan Murphy
answered the call to baptism in the
conclusion of his testimony!
Once Kevin sat down, Sister

continue with his testimony, Sister
Annabelle Santilli stoodand spoke in
the spirit "That was My power, saith
the Lord !" Another pronouncement of

Annabelle Santilli,

God's Presence!

a deaconess from
the Liberty, Ohio Branch, who spends
'the winters in Tampa with her husband
Evangelist Richard Santilli, stood and
spoke in the spirit saying, "I have
called you, saith the Lord!r' What a

beautiful confirmation!
Hence on December 29, the
Tampa Branch and several visitors
from the Forest Hills Branch met at
the waters ofbaptism a little after 10
a.m. Eastem Standard Time. Tampa
Bay was having record Iow temperatures. Brother Isaac J. Smith took
Kevin down into the watery grave and
baptized him with the authority given
him by Jesus Christ.
Following the preaching service,
Brother Kevin was called up front for
the laying on ofhandS for the reception
ofthe Holy Ghost, the baptism offire.
After the priesthood knelt in prayer
and Brother Evangelist Richard Santilli
offered prayer asking God to send
down His power and direction, Bròther
Elder Duane Lowe prayed on Brother
Kevin bestowing upon him the gift and
the power of the Holy Ghost to lead,
guide and direct Kevin throughout his
days.
Then Brother Kevin was asked to
open the meeting in testimony. He
shared how one Wednesday night,

after the doctors had diagnosed him
with shingles and told him he would
suffer from this pain on his side for
several months, he came to church and
th€re were no elders present that

night. After encouragement from
other b¡others and sisters, Brother
Kevin called ourPresiding Elder,
Brother Isaac J. Smith, who was in
Dresden, Ohio at the time due to work
and home on Wednesday night because the closest mission, Columbus,
meets on Friday nights instead of
Wednesdays. Brother Ike prayed over
the phone while the present brothers
and sisters knelt and prayed that God
would heal Kevin. Kevln shared how
during that prayer he felt a buming go
up his side and God healed him and he
has had no pain since.

Before Brother Kevin could

Lake Worth, Florida
By Sister Josie Jasmin
On Sunday January 19'h, Brother
Carl Romano opened our seryice and
read from John Chapter 13. Brother
Carl stated the fact that alì thìngs are
to be done according to Jesus' way.
Man has always tried to change things,
but the doctrine of Christ cannot and
should not be changed. We canrt alter
what already is perfect. We must keep
our eyes on the Lord always, and to

wiÌlingly do all that He commanded for
us to do. We will be tried many times
over in this life, but we must become
rooted and grounded in the Lord and
His Gospel. We must give our alì to

Him in love and wrllingness ofheart.
The pure love of God must be within
us and to each other.
There is no love like God's Love!
A¡d as the author penned the beautiful
words, "God's Love, goes beyond the
highest star and reaches to the lowest
hell, Could we with ink the ocean fill,
and were the skies of parchment

9

made, To write the Love.of God
above, would drain the ocean dry."
God's love can touch each and every
one if we only would open our heafs
unto Him. God's love is beyond our
understanding, but we know thât it is
sure forever and ever.

Brother Gene Perri followed and
reminded us that God sent His Son to
redeem us from sin and to make us
whole through His love. "It took a
miracle of Love and Grace." We wilì
have peace in our lives, and that is a
miracle. We need to be grâteful for all
th¿t Jesus does for us, and to humble
ourselves, esteeming our brothers and
sisters more highly than ourselves.
Jesus laid down His llfe for us. Oh
what love! When Jesus comes into our
hearts \4/e are filled wlth His love and
grace. God continues to bless us with

miraclesdaily.
There has been a miracle here in
Lake Worth recently. Kim and Bill's
baby, Jack Willíam, was bom and the
baby was in distress: he was having
trouble with his heart and would not
eat. Then he was offered'up in prayer
to our heavenly Father, and praise
God, little Jack was healed.

We have been blessed with our
winter members visiting with us
recently. They include Brother John
and Sister Bessie Impastato and Sister
Patti Pianko from Michigan, and
Brother Emie and Sister Helen Alessio
and Sister Helen's daughter Genie
from Ohio, It does our hea¡ts so much
good to have our brothers and sisters
come and spend preoious time with us

infellowship.
Sunday, February 2, we were
blessed with two ordinations in our
branch. Brother Gene opened with
scripture reading from the Bible and

Book of Mormon. He read short
passages from Romans, Acts, Mosiah
and the Book ofEzra, pertaining to the
offices of deaconess and teacher. He
also read the duties of a deaconess

and duties ofa teacher from the Law
and Order of the Church. Brother
Kevin Jasmin was called to be a
teacher and Brother Carmen Difede
washed his feet. He was ordained by
Brother Gene Perri. Sister Josie
(Continued on Page 10)
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the love of God we felt as we wit-

Lake Worth, FL

nessed our new sister emerge from the

Cont¡nued from Page 9

Jasmin was called to be a deaconess,
and Sister Dianne Maddox washed her
feet. She was ordained by Brother

Mike Radd. After the ordinations,
Brother Mike Radd made reference to
the prophet Ezra and ofthe work he
did among the people. He w¿s commissioned to have services again for
the people, and taught them the ways
of the Lord. Brother Mike also stated
how he this very moming read fiom
the book ofEzra and was in unity

of

mind with Brother Gene who also read
from Ezra this moming. Brother Mike
exhorted unto us to read and search
the scriptures for there are beautiful
golden nuggets to be found within the
word ofGod.
Brother Carl Romano followed
and spoke ofhow the ordained officers
are servants used of God to assist the
Church, We a¡e the family of God and
we need to support the family. We all
need to be good workers for the Lord,
to do His will and obey His commandments. Every member is a part of this
family, the family of God!
Beautiful testimonies of praise
were given by the brothers and sisters
thanking the dear Lord for His love to
us. It is such a joy to stand and give
praises to our Heavenly Father who so
generously gives to us more than we
need. A beautiful spirít prevailed

thoughout the day.
At the close of the services a
covered diSh was served and enjoyed
byall.

Blessings in the New Year
By Sister Regina Alverson
On January 19, 2003, an extremely cold Sunday morning, the
saints of Spartanburg, South Carolina
gathered at th€ waters of regeneration
to witness the birth ofa new soul into
the family of God. Gwen Sims Fasion
was taken into the water by Brother

Harold Litilejohn. Although the thermometer read just 30 degrees, our
hearts and souls were warmed with

waters as a brand new babe in Christ!
Later at the church building, Sister
Gwen was confirmed by Brother
Darrell Rossi. During the confirmation
prayer, Sister Shirley Gray testified she
heard a voice speak three times saying,

"This is My Church, these are My
people!"
Sister Gwen first came into
contact with the Church tkough Sister
Connie Smith. Siiter Connie was a
counselor at Tyger River Correctional
Facility. Sister Gwen had set up a
ministry in the prison to help the inmates overcome addictions to drugs
and alcohol, the very same addictions
God had delivered her from nine years
ago. However, after meeting Sister
Connie, Gwen began to realize that
instead ofher ministering, she was
being ministered to by Sister Connie.
She began to visit our mission here in
Spartanburg, and South Bend, Indiana.
She even attended the General Conference in Greensburg, Pennsylvania.
Gwen said that every time she t¿lked
with Sister Connie or visited the
Church, God would reveal more and
more to her and answer many of her
prayers. Finally she made known her
desire to be baptized. She chose the
date ofJanuary 19, 2003, and she
testified that she was hoping the
weather would be warm that day. The
Thursday before Sister Gwen's baptism
we had a snowstorm and below freezing temperâtures, with the wind chill
factor in the single digits. Sister Gwen
said she thought about calling Brother
Harold andposþoning until better
weather, but she changed her mind,
saying she knew this was a test and
that ifshe postponed, something would
keep coming up. She knew that God
would take care of her, and truly He
did. Neither Sister Gwen, nor Brother
Harold got sick from going into the
frigid waters. What a wonderful
testimony for our new sister and her
husband who came to witness his
wife's baptism. Sister Gwen said that
this was her sixth bâptism, but this one
was the right onel Praise God! We
thank Him for starting our new Year
off with such a great blessing, and we
look forward to many more!

Fort Pierce, Florida
February, 2003 is offto a beautiful start in Fort Pierce. Our branch
was blessed this day by the testìmony
of Sister Donna Miller that she had
been healed of cancer. Only a few
weeks ago, she was in the hospital and
not expected to live.
On Sunday, Febru ary 2 , 2003 , the
Fort Pierce Branch witnessed the
ordinations of Brother Mark Rogolino
into the office of Teacher and Brother
Clint Cason into the office ofDeacon.
Brother Joh¡ D'Orazio welcomed all
those who attended including two local
first-time visitors and several brothers
and sisters and friends from the
Miami-Dade Mission and Lake Worth
Branch. Brother John spoke about the
calling of a Teacher and a Deacon and
the weight ofresponsibility on each. A
beautiful peace was felt throughout the
congtegation as the ordinations began.
This was attested to later in the meeting by the experiences had during the
ordination. Brother David Checchi
washed Brother Mark's feet before he
was ordained into the office of
Teacher by Brother Rocco Benyola.
Brother Jimmy Griffith washed
Brother Clint's feet and he was then
ordained by Brother Miguel Bicelis into
the office of deacon.
B¡other Frank Rogolino spoke
about the children ofthe saints coming
home and what a wonderful day that
will be. Don't underestimate the
power of God because He can do
anything. Brother Frank witnessed
this by his son, Mark, retuming to the
fold aft ermany years battling addictions.
Brother Miguel Bicelis spoke
using Ephesians and instructed the
congregation to put aside all earthly
pleasures and depend on God. The
theme ofour lives should be one body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one

baptism. He elaborated on the
beautiful order set up by God for the
edifìcation of the Church. We must
respect and follow the order ofthe
spiritual organization ofthe Church as
set up by Christ so we can leam how
to walk by His example. Brother
Miguel reminded us of the divine
commission of the Gentiles to spread
the Gospel to évery nation.

Before opening the meeting to
,
testimony, Brother John spoke on how
the prodigal son's father and mother
must have felt at seeing their son come
home. "My son was dead, but now he
lives. . .." Brother Mark and Brother

begun its operation and is providing

employment for some ofôur Church
membership. It was a very busv

schedule, but wofh every moment of
our time. Concluding this article. we
ask for your prayers that God's oro_
tection and hand ofprovidence will be
seen among the saints of the Niserian
Church. They send their love anã
greetings to all.

Clint had the opponunity to bear their
testtmony and each described God's
workings in their lives prior to their
ordination. We know that God will
continue to bless them and guide them
rn thelr new offices.

they never had the numbers or
strength to win in the battle against the
LamanrtesLet us remember this. God
blesses and protects those who serve
Him and call upon His name. He
gives them strength beyond human
comprehension to accomplish what
they must. He hears their cries. He
protects them, he cares for them. Let
us call upon Him with praise and

thanlsgiving.

The Children's Comer

Note of Thanks

Cont¡nued from page 6

I would like to thank everyone for

their cards, phone calls, r.rsits and most
especially their prayers and words of

With love,
Sister Jan

mewill

be done to you. Many will die
by ltre, you will be hunted and scat_
tered and you shall suffer the pains of

*
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death by fire, as I suffer."
encouragemen-t during my hospital stay
One ofthe priests, a young man
and recovery from surgery. It makes
Brother Mike Balilo and Sister
named
Alma, listened to the words and
one realize the importance ofreaching
Elizabeth
Gonzalez were united in holy
preaching of Abinadi. He loew of thê
out to others in their time ofneed and
matrimony
in the San Diego, Califomia
sins ofNoah and the other priests and
more fully appreciate the wonderful
Branch
on
October
5, 2002.
he begged King Noah not tô put
fellowship we have within The Church
Abinadi
to
death.
King Noah was
ofJesus Christ. May God bless you all.
ti:rious and sent soldiers to kill Alma.
King Noah bumed Abinadi by fire in
Brother John Bilsþ
anger
over all his truths.
Roscoe, Pennsylvania B¡anch
AIma went into hiding for many
days.and wrote down all th.=e teachings
Candice Renne Covalesþ,
of Abin-adi. He began to secretly
daughter ofDaniel and Sister Shenie
share Abinadi's words with others
Covalesþ, was blessed on November
Missionary Visit to Niseria
who also believed and repented ofall
24,
2002 at Grcensburg, pennsylvania
Continued from page 4
thelr slns. These few believers were
Branchfhe beginning ofa large group ofGodly
bring the good news ofsalvation, with
people.
Ethan Bicelis Griffith. son of
the desire to speak to every person
Ever¡hing Abinadi preached
Sister
Heylan and Brother Brvan
they meet about The Church ofJesus
came true. A huge band of Lamanite
Griffirh,
was bless ed on Aprilig,2002
Christ. They are assisting the priest_
warriors attacked. This lime, God was
rn
the.Forest
Hills Branch, Holiday,
hood oftheir dishicrs in eiangËlizing
not called on. King Noah and his band Florida.
the Gospel everywhere thev-so.
of lying priests ran to the wilderness to
We spent a few hours vñiting our
hide. The people were defeated and
Brandon Scott Jochim. son of
Secondary School with 1200 students.
enslaved. Thousands of families had
Scott
and Sarah Jochim, was blessed
We have requested that the Church be no
dads or husbands left alive. The
on
July
28, 2002 in the McKees Rocks,
permitted to place a member of the
Lamanite kìng forced the Nephites to
Pennsylvania
Branch.
Priesthood full time to be a spiritual
give them halfofall they own-ed. His
adviser and conduct daily worship on
soldiers beat and hurt thê people
Caitlyn Louise Monaehan.
campus. Other activities on our agenda
whenever lhey wanted. He put guards
daughter
of Brother patrici anâ Sister
were a visit to the Social Welfare
around their country so they could not
Tonia
Monaghan,
was blessed on
Educational Development Center that
escape.
August_4, 2002 in the McKees Rocks,
has 38 Orphan Children, two primary
The people who turned away
Pennsylvania Branch.
schools that are being educatàd and'at
fiom God's good laws began to suffer.
the same time being taught the faith of
When they had served Goid, He gave
Holden Michael lvev. son of
our Church by teachers who are mem_ them great
power to fìght , win, and
Brother
Mike and Siste, í{aren ivey,
bers ofour Church. The newest project protect
their families. When the peo_
was blessed on No vember 24,2002 in
is a poultry farm, which has recently
ple hated God, and pushed him away,
the Phoenix,Mesa, Arizona Branch.

Children Blessed

.

_

^

^
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Ordination

Baptisms and Reinstatements
5'
Sister Karen Lynn Mellor was baptìzed on January
was
2003 in the Greensburg, Pennyslvania Branch She
by
baptized by BrotherTiñothy Gehly, and conhrmed
Brother Paul GehlY
Sister Rachel Benyola was baptized on July.11' 2002
was
at the GMBA Campoui in Saginaw, Michigan She
,
Dy
conllrmeo
and
baptized by Brother Douglas Obradovich
Brother Jerry BenYola.
on
Brother Brett John (B J.) Gensburg was baptized
was
He
Januarv 19. 2003 in the Liberty, Ohio B¡anch
baptizód and confirmed by Brother Frank Giovannone'

2002

1.'
Sister Melissa Coppa was baptized on September
baptized
was
She
in the San Diego,'ialifornia Branch'

[y n.otttet fUu.t

Cõppa and confirmed by Brother Lou

Ciccati.
Brother Daniel Hemmings was baptized on September
I, 2002 in the San Diego, Califomia Branch' He was
by
úLpttr.¿ uv gt"tlter Thlomas M. Liberto, and conhrmed
Brother Thomas P. Liberto.

Brother Paul Vinsick was ordained an Elder in the
Bell. Califomia Branch on August 18, 2002 His feetwere
lã.i"ïùv st*Ìt"r Bob McDonnell and he was ordained bv
Brother Joe Ciarolla.
in the
Brother Jason Monaghan was ordained an Elder

His

C.""itUotg, p"n"sylvamiBranch on January 19' 2003
rJ *i." iâ.n"¿ bv Brother Timotþ Gehly and he was
ordained by Apostle Russell Cadman'

in
Sister Maria Peterkin was ordained a Deaconess
12'
January
on
Branch
Jersey
New
,
the Ne; S.uns*ick,
äîîã.ï";i;.4*.re washed bv'sister Bettv D'orazio and
she was ordained by Brother Jim Sgro'

in the
Brother Jordan Gianetti was ordained a Deacon
pft""lirñÀ", Áiizona Branch on December l, 2002 FIis
*urú"a by Brother Pete Gianetti, Jr' and he was
ordained by Apostle Joseph Calabrese'

i""iîã*

in the
Brothér Patrick Gianetti was ordained a Deacon
pfro.ii*ÁtlÁu, ¡tizona Branch on December 1' 2002 His
*".ú"¿ by Brother Pete Gianetti, Jr'' and he was
ordained by Brother Pete Gianetti, Sr'

l""iî"*

8'
Brother Mike Balilo was baptized on December
baptlzed
was
He
2002 in the San Diego, Califomia Branch'
tv"s-tãiürriàiã Gõnâle, und "ottfìrmed bv Brother Mark

OBITUARIES

Coppa.

Brother Robert Kaye was reinstat€d into The Churoh
oi¡"*t ð¡tiJo" November 30, 2002 in the Phoenix/Mesa'
Arizona Branch.
19'
Brother Steven Brown was baptized on January
was
He
2003 in the Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch
U"pir"A ¡v Àp..tle Isaac Smith and confirmed by Brother

-- ^

.:ito.

I

SI JE

MAREK

Branch
Sister Sue Marek of the Roscoe, Pennsylvariia
is-surShe
2002
20'
l,".."ã on to h"t teward on August
grandchrl-.
iived bv one daughtcr, Donna Lea Dick; thÌee
one
and
seat-srandchild'
à;;;:i;*-y;ô.ibie ãnd Amv;
Mackenzie.

CHUCK ruMPER
Brother Chuck Jumper, an Elder in the Aliquippa'
January
Pennsvlvania Branch paised on to his reward on
daughter-in-law'
and
son
his
;;.;ðô3.-H; i. t"rvived bv

Address Change
Name

ii.t.t l"larty Jumper; as well as thr-ee.daughters'
õiiãi.loì."rt", carol and iìhoda Jumper' Heisalso
and Anoy

ãåããät¿

Janet
survived úy lwo sisters and their husbands'
a brother'
and
unà rû."*urie and Terry Stoops,

äuiu
Kenneth.

ALFRED DOMINICO

Address

Phone

Brother Alfred Dominico of the San Diego' Caìifomia
22'2003' He is
Srun"h, pãr."à on to his reward on January
ofSan
(nee
Aquilino)
Josephine
hi. *ife, Sister
grandcnlldren;
six
Fred;
and
Dieso. Caíifomia; sons, David

;;i;ä'Ñ

liË"äi-gt."¿"rti idr.n and fi ve great-great-grandchildren'

töbnel
tletrs
Missionary Trip To Colombia
By Evangelíst Richard Scaglione
My second missionary hip to
ourMission in Bogota, Colombia
from January 18,h through the 27'h,
2003 was blessed with God's peace
and protection. I traveled with the
Co-Chairman of the Colombia work,
Evangelist Robert Nicklow, Jr. and

Brothers Jim Sgro and Frank
Palacios. We found our brothers and
sisters well and continuing to hold up
the banner of the Lord. Despite
news reports ofviolence from rebel
groups outside ofBogota, we traveled without any danger or fear. We
felt the power ofthe prayers that
were being offered by our brothers
and sisters back home.
We received royal treatment
from our hosts, the family ofBrother
Juan Carlos Torres. We shared
God's Iove and close fellowship, a
trademark ofThe Church of Jesus
Christ. We also enjoyed Sister
Marisol's good cooking and the
abundance offood, another trademark of the Church.
A pleasant adjustment
quickly made to the warm
with temperatures from the low
to the low 80's. We heard
about the "great freeze" in

was
60's
reports
the

weather,

northern

U.S,

Our main concern during our
visit was to strengthen our members
by preaching. leaching, and sharing
the love of the Church. We emphasized the important ordinances ofthe
Church, such as baptism, reception of
the Holy Ghost, communion, the
blessing ofchildren, and the need for
workers to spread the Gospel among
their families and friends. Our members and visitors who attended
showed their interest, attention, and

agreement with all that we presented
and discussed. We also questioned
several members concerning their

calling into ordained offices. God's
spirit was prevalent, and the humility
of our members was apparent.
.

Our Sunday services saw the
hunger of our members for the
Communion, the first time since early
September they had the opportunity to
partake. God blessed us with experiences and dreams from home,
showing what we were doing 2,500
miles away.
During our stay, we confirmed
two sisters who had been baptìzed in
September, but were suddeniy called
to the hospital where relative¡ had
been involved in a serious automobile
accident. One niece was hospitalized

for 45 days. Our prayers for them
were answered, as they have made a
complete recovery. More impofant,
the girls traveled six hours to be in our
meeting to meet those who had prayed
for them.
One sister, Ana Olivia Casas,
was ordained a Deâconess. Sister
Marisol Torres washed her feet, and
Brother Jim Sgro ordained her.
Brother Bob Nicklow blessed hvo
children, Vlviana Casas (12 years old)
and Juan Alexander Hemandez (about
5 years old). We anointed many for
various afflictìons and prayed for those
requesting strength and understanding
about our Church. All in attend¿nce
seemed impressed that we took time
to explain all that we do is supported
by the Word of God and examples of
Ch¡ist. We also made sure that each
step was tÌanslated in Spanish by
Brother Palacios so they would
understand all that was being done and
the reasons why,
Attendance at our meetings on
Sunday averaged l3 members, 7 adult
visitors, and 8 children. Our evening
meetings throughout the week saw
about 10 members, 6 adult visitors, and
5 children. A special ìnformal meeting
on Wednesday evening. where pizza
was served, brought out 26 adults and
l4 children. All told, we had a total of
36 visito¡s who attended, some only
(Continued on Page 2)
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MyTestimony
By Brolher Albert Scuolto
First there are few things you
family.
We have not been to church in years.
But we still believe in God and in the
Church. Every time we had a problem
we called on God and the Church for
help, and have never been tumed
away; the ministers always came to
us. And if we asked to be anointed
we rrere. And all the brothers and
sisters were also there if we needed
them to pray or for help in other
ways. Now on with my testimony.
It all sta¡ted on Sunday January
19, 2003 when we had to call 9l L I
was having a problem with my heart.
As soon as they.checked my heart I
was on my way to the hospital. I had
a problem with my heart rhythm and
heart raie being too high (over I 80
bpm). For four days the doctors were
trying to conhol it with no success.
Then the doctors had a talk with me
and my wife about a test they wanted
to do on me. Well the doctors said I
might not make rt through the test. So
my family and I had a talk about the
test and what might happen. We
?nust know about me and my

came to the decision not to do the
test, and to leave it up to God. My
family went home that night about
8:30 p.m. About 9:30 p.m. I received
a telephone call. It was Brother Jim
Calabro; my wife must have called
him. He asked me what the problem
was and if I wanted to be anointed. I
said yes, and he was here in no time
at all.

I was on the telephone with mY
wife when he anived. My wife asked
Brother Jim if she and mY familY
could stay on the line to listen to him
anoint me. He said yes. He started to
anoint me, and while he was PraYing
something happened to me and him
and we both started crying and
hugging. I don't know how long we
hugged and cried but I spilled mY
heart out to him. After a while Jimmy
remembered that my wife was still on
the telephone. He started talking to
her then hung up after awhile. That
night at I 1:30 p.m. when the nurse

checked me out my heart rate was
down to70 bpm and everything eìse
checked out okay also. I felt good.
This is one month later and every
thing is still okay.
My wife also has a testimony of
whât hâppened to her and the family
at home while I was being anointed.
Back at home my wife, my daughter
and son and two friends were kneeling down in prayer while I was being
anointed and they all started to cry.
They said they felt the presence of
God. After I was anointed and we
talked for awhile, Jimmy realized that
my family was stilì on the phone and
he picked it up and started to talk to
my wife. Then my wife asked him
who the other minister was she heard
talking. He said there was no other
minister there. My wife said, "I heard
him." Jimmy said "What did he
say?" She said she heard him say,

"God wilÌ take care ofyou."
Well I got out of the hospital on
Jantary 26,2003 and my heart is
doing well. The only problem I have is
every thing I eat or drink tastes like
poison. And all my doctors could not
tell me why.
I went to church on the first
Sunday I could. That was February 2,
2003 and gave my testimony, and my
wife gave hers. Afterward my wife
and I were anointed. We all sta¡ted to
cry. Both of us said we felt the Spirit
of God in the Church, and we asked
the ministers if we could be reinstated
in the Church and they said yes. And
we were anointed and reinstated in
the Church.
That Sunday was the first tlme
in years that we received communion.
And again we both started to cry. It
felt so good to be back to church
again, with all our sisters and brothers. We thank you all. I can't find the
words in my heart to show how we
really feel, but God knows. And I
pray He touches your hearts as FIe
has touched ours.
That day when I went home
from church I ate a salami sandwich
and guess what? No more poison
taste, thank God! I give this testimony in thanks to all the brothers and
sisters in all the branches for their
prayers for me. I tell you that God is

still in our Church, ifyou need Him
just âsk.

An Experience
Shortly before Chrisknas, I was
feeling overwhelmed by the problems
of this world. I tumed to the Lord and
told Him how I felt. In the morning, I
awoke to the beautiful singing ofa
chorus of angels. The words that I
heard were, "He lôves me too much
to forsake me, or give m€ one trial too

much." Praise God!
Sister Sharon D'Amico Church

Missionary Trip to Colombia
Continued from Page 'l

once, but most of them nearly every
evening. More important, 8 of our
visitors were young couples with smali
children. Also, 7 youngsters are 1 I to
13 years old, and 15 are from 1 l/z to 9
years old. This shows the potential for
future g¡owth. Many of our visitors
attended the Mission for the first time.
They said they will continue to attend.
Some of them walk a few miles, and
some take a bus to the meetings. We
appreciated their effort and desire.
Another goal was accomplished
on this trip. Plans have been formulated to begin a music program for the
youngerpeople (older ones also,
they desire). An electronic keyboard
was purchased, along with three
guitars. The Mission now has 2 keyboards and 4 guítars. An inshrctor
will be available to give lessons. All of
this was done with a very reasonable
amount of money. We anticipate a
great interest and another means of
drawìng others to the Church.
Continue to pray for our Mission,
as there is constant danger and unrest
in Bogota and surrounding parts ofthr
country. However, we feel that God
has His protective arm around our
brothers and sisters, not only here, but
all ourmission fields tbroughout the

if

world.
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Sponsored by the FENCE

Committee--GMBA
The Church ofJesus Christ

Teachers of all Ages: Take home role play lessons,
at-home activities, mentoring ideas and more!

REACH THEM TO
TEACH THEM!
FENCE V/orkshop
August 23, 2003
9:00 A.M.-2:30 P.M.
Monongahela, PA Brønch
REACH T}IEM TO TEACH THEM REGISTRATION FORM
Fee: $10.00 per person (includes lunch and materials) Deadline: June
Name:
Address:
E-mai.l:

To

l,

2003

Phone Number:

Age Group(s) You Teach

Make checks payable to : GMBA
register, send this completed form and $ 1 0 check to Sis. JoA¡n Niehl at
32 Erie Avenue, Glassport, PA 15045.

Call Sis. Karen Progar at724495-7894 or e-mail her at klprogar@stargate.net
Fo¡ accommodations, call Bro. Jeremy Nicklow at 724-258-j392 or e-mail him at
lil_nickZ4@hotmail.com

-

Reach out

to the'Ahnual FENCE Workshop so you can touch
our children with the gospel!
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Bndand
tlisriorilow¡
A Special Day at
Windsor, Ontario
By Sister Katherine Vitto
17 ,2002 was set aside
but we enjoYed
baby
blessing,
for a

November

mo¡e than a baby blessing, we received "showers of blessing."
Many family members and
friends of the Jordan/Onorato family
were present for the blessing. Also
visiting us was Brother Dominic
Thomas, his wife Sister Delores, and
Brother Matt Collison Íìom Southampton.
Brother Don Collison opened our
meeting in prayer. In his prayer, he
reminded us ofhow precious each soul
is before the Lord.
Brother Dominic spoke to us'recalling his early days ofbeing baptized
and the Windsor branch. TodaY he
was visiting us to ask God's blessing
on Steven James Jordan, son of
Rachel and Jim Jordan. Brother
Dominíc read from 3'd Nephi 17:11-25,
regarding Jesus healing the multitude
and commanding their children to be
brought to Him. He took the little
children, one by one, and blessed and
prayed for them. It is w¡itten, "The
eye hath never seen, neither hath the
ear heãrd, before, so great and marvelous things as we saw and heard Jesus
speak unto the Father." What a
glorious situation to be in.
Brother Domjnic was insPired to
ask all ofthe children that were in
âttendance to come forward. The
ministry encircled them and prayed for
them. God has blessed our branch
with many wonderful children. Our
hope is that they will be the future
Windsor Branch. We then sang,
Jesus Loves Me. Brother Dominic
continued to speak to us about his
experience re garding little children
He reminded us that it is vital that we
pray for our children every daY.
We sang Come and Dine while the
sacrament was served.
Brother Frank Vitto followed,

expressed his feelirigs on how God will
use us in the capacity that-He sees fit
and that the Lord wants us to be as
little children, for little children do not
see faults.
BrotherMatt Collision ended our

relate to the depth ofthe love Jesus
had for us and focus on the message.
Brother John referenced Luke 22,
when Jesus met with lhe Disciples in
the Garden of Gethsemane, where He
was betrayed. "This Gospel was given
of God through Jesus Christ, We need
to feel the effect of Communion [the
Bread and the Winel, Jesus Ch¡ist
suffered for us to be saved. The
Apostle Paul, in Galatians, speaks to
the churches of Galatia telling them of
the Love Jesus had for us." He also
read from III Nephi 27:13-20 conceming baptism. "The debt was paìd for
our sins. We should become perfect as
He and His Father. Perfection is
reached through faith in the Gospel
and faith in His Love. The words of
Moroni 2:1-3 speak concerning the
bestowal of the Holy Ghost. What are
we doing with this etemal life Christ
gave us? When you partake of sacrament, remember that Jesus Christ, the
Son ofGod, died for each ofus."

service by cxpressing his gratltude for
our prayers and support ofthe Saugeen
Mission. He reminded us that the
Lord will use the Gentiles to aid in
bringinglsrael home.
We concluded by singing, How

speaking few words, but with a
powerful message. "lfyou don't
come to God, how can He hold you
within His circle of love to give you
that salvation? Recognize the sign to

reminding us of the greatresponsibility
held by our Brother Dominic and his
wife and asked us to continually pray
for them. Brother Frank spoke on
how we need to weep before the Lord
and to draw closer to God through
fasting and prayer. He further related
how God is waiting for us to humble
oursèlves, like little children, before He
can work with us, and that we need to
acknowledge our weaknesses in order
to be used of God.
The brothers and sister expressed
many wonderful testimonies of praise
and thankfulness to God.

Brother Dick Lobzun announced
joyful news that Brother Brad
Labute will be ordained a Teacher in
the next couple weeks. Brother Brad
the

Long Has It Been. Prayer was
offered by Brother John Collison.
We praise God for the wonderful
blessings shared by all. His Spirit was
felt by each and every one of us.

Forest Hills, HolidaY,
Florida Branch
"Once a man, whom we know as
the Son ofGod, Hung upon the cruel
hee; He suffered pain as no mortal
man, He took my place - He did it all

for me.
"He did it all for me, Each droP of
blood, He shed for even me; When fhe
Savior cried - Bowed His head and
died, O praise the Lord, HE DID IT
ALL FOR ME."
Sunday, February 9,2003, aîler
opening our meeting in prayer, Brother
John Griffith led the meeting with this
hymn. Thc sacrament table was
uncovered, so we would be able to

Brother Tony Calabrese followed

be baptized."

Communion was served as we
each remembered how the Son of God
gave His life so that we might be
saved. How He loved us to die on the
cross to give us salvation.
The meeting was then open to
testimony, to give thanks and praise 1o
God. Many praises ofthanksgiving and

love to our Lord '¡r'ere given, I think
we all knew in our hearts, the Lord
would bestow a beautiful blessiirg upon
us this day. It flowed from our Sunday
School class, reading through several
scriptures on faith. Our cups were
surely filled. But, our Lord does work
in mysterious ways. Linnea Davella
stood up for the first time and asked
for her baptism. This was now the

beginning. What a beautìful waY to
end our meeting.

However, we didn't end there.
We met at the river's edge at 5 PM to
baptize our Sister Linnea as she
rendered obedience to the Lord. It had
(Continued on Page 7)
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Cårl Hutaenb€rg€r, Jr.
58 Hlckory Courl
J¡¡n€sbùrg, NJ 08831

"I will extol thee, O Lord;for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my
foes lo rejoice
over me. O Lord my God, I cried unîo thee, and thou hast healed me. O Lord, thoi hast
brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down
to the pit. Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at lhe remelnbrance
of h.is holiness For his anger endureth but a moment,. in his favour is life; weepíng may
endure for d night, but joy cometh in the morning " (Psalm 30).
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Victory in any situation in life is something everyone expects, butnot everyonereceive s. When
wars are fought, as the current one against haq, the United States and allied forces were
convinced that victory would be theirs, even though there may be many casualties along the
way. Those ín Iraq who are against the U.S. were convinced that victory would be theiis. In
war, however, both sides cannot win. There always must be one winner, and one loser. In
everyday life, people are faced with challenges every day, and always look to succeed or
overcome each and every challenge they face. Some do, and some don't. For those who
overcome, they win. For those who do not overcome, they lose.

Kr¡{n L. Progat
277

llolt

Rd.

Recently, myauntpassed on to spend an eternity with the Lord. This scripture in psalms came
to me very strongly prior to her death. I didn't realize why these words stayed with me so
strongly, until the day she died, and then I understood why. Victory was hers! Her foes (the
enemy ofall righteousness) did not rejoice over her. Her soul has been kept alive, and is in
Paradisenow. Complete j oy truly came to her in the moming when her loving Saviorembraced
her, and welcomed her home. During this same week, another sister who was a member of
our branch for manyyears also pass ed,away at45 years old. Although it was very sad to hear
of her passing ât such a young age, I was amazed at the experience I heard. Þrior to her
passing, the nurse (not a member ofthe Church) saw a crown on her head. She ran out to get
another nurse to come and see. When she retumed it was gone. Our sister was victonous !
She didn't let anyone take her crown. It was hers. Joy came in the morning for her soul.
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In both of these sister's lives, they were the winner and the devil was the loser. Brothers,
sisters and friends, when Jesus is on our side, we can NEVER be the loser! This life is like
a grain ofsand on a beach. Compared to the entire beach (etemìty), the time we spend here
is so incredibly short. Yet victory or defeat is determined in this short life of ours. Jesus
promised He would never leave us or forsake us. He promised us a mansìon that He prepared
forallthose thatwould love and serveHim. Hepromised us thatall things would work together
forgoodifwe love and serve Him. Thismeans thatwhetherwe succeed or fail in the everyday
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battles we face, inALLcases, we actuallywill succeed,because Godwill tumEVERy failure
into a success. This doesn't mean we will always get everything we want in life, but it does
mean that whatever happens, in the long run, it will be the right thing for us.
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This scripture points to the factthâtGod's angerendures foronlyamoment. God is not a God
ofanger. His love and forgiveness is greater than we can ever understand. This is why once
we repent ofthe things we do to displease Him, each and every day, we need to FORGET
it. God doesn't hold a gnrdge. He forgets all our sins we repent of, and erases it. It is as
it never happened. This is the character ofthe God we serve, and causes us to be victorious.
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Weeping and sorrow in any situation can endure for a night, but He will always carry us
through. Joycomes in the morning ofany trial in this life, when itislight and we can see clearly
the end result and reason for that trial. The end result is always something good for those whò
love and serve God. A¡d, if we cannot see the reason why something happens to us in thìs
life, we will see clearly in the moming when our soul is retumed to its maker, and joy is ours
forever and ever! Knowing this can help us to always praise Him when we ,,remember His
holiness!"
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strength to beat the great king.
The king offered him half of his
kingdom to not kill him. But Ammon
said all he wanted was for the king to
allow his son, King Lamoni, to rule in
peace, and be free to do whâtever
Lamoni wânted to do. This shocked
the geat king;. He wondered why a
hated Nephite tumed down power and
only asked for help for his friend. He
marveled at the love Ammon had for

The

Children's
Corner
By Sisler Janet Bork
Lamanites" (Mosiah 28:7). So these

Ammon, Warrior and
Man of Faith in God
(Almal7-29)
Dear Friends,
Could you go to another country
to live where people hated you? Could
you go ifyou were a different skrn
color than they were so you would
really stand out? Could you go to tell
them about Jesus when you alreadY
knew they had rejected him?
Ammon, his tkee brothers, their
friends and Alma were off to the land
of the Lamanites to do this. God had
put a gteat love into their hearts for
these people. These young men had
been raised in the Church to know
God, but they had tumed away from
Him and had used their popularity to
confuse and weaken others in the
Church. Their families fasted and
prayed for God to change them. And
God sent an angel with a voice like
thunder to warn them to quit trying to
destroy the Church or theY would be
destroyed. They were so sorry. TheY
repented and were baptized. TheY
began to fast and praY and ask God to
use them as missionaries.
When Mosiah, their father, asked
ifone ofthem would consider becoming king, they each refused. They told
their father they wanted to go preach
to their Lamanite enemies. Mosiah
went to God in prayer and God told
him, "Let them go up for manY shall
believe on their words, and they shall
have etemal life; and I will deliver thy
sons out of the hands of the

young men and some ofthe other
brothers in the Church left for the
lands where the Lamanites lived. They
were sent by God to several different
lands. Alma went to the land of Zarahemla. Ammon was sent to the land
of Ishmael, ruled by King Ishmael.

While protecting the king's flocks from
robbers, he cut off the enemies' arms
that were raised against him. Because
ofhis father's prayers and faith in
God, Ammon was not killed.
The astonished servants of the
king ran to tell about Ammon's power.
King Ishmael wanted to know what
made Ammon different. Ammon told
him about God. The King was deePlY
moved. . He wanted to serve God too.
He asked Ammon to go see his father,
King of all the Lamanites who lived in
the land ofNephi. But God gave
Ammon a dream and told Ammon that
they had to go rescue his brothers,
Aaron and their friends. TheY had
been sent to Middoni, a land where the
people were harder hea¡ted. They had
been spit upon, beaten and unfairlY
thrown into prison. Yet theY were
patient and prayerful while they suffered. King Lamoni was friends with
the king of Middoni and he offered to
go with Ammon and get hrs brothers

freed.
On the way they ran into
Lamoni's father, the great king over all
the Lamanite people. He was furious
that Lamoni was with a hated Nephite
and he was mad that Lamoni was
going to see the king of Middoni
instead of coming to see him. He told
his son that all Nephites were liars. He
started fo lìght Ammon with a sword
to kil1 him But God again Protected
Ammon and gave him amazing

his son, King Lamoni. He told
Ammon, "Go, free your brothers then
come tell me more about these things."
Ammon found his brothers and the
Lord told him to send Aaron to the
great Krng of the Lamanites while he
retumed with Lamoni to set up
churches in the land.
Aaron and the brothers had great
success in teaching the King about the
Lord. They preached throughout the
country and thousands ofpeople beIieved the words they heard. They
changed their name to be the AntiNephi-Lehis. They were against the

(Continued on Page 10)
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been rainrng all day but the Lord saw
fit to lighten the darkness as a new
child surrendered her soul toHim. She
was baptized by Brothe¡ Sam Risola.
a beautiful sight to see our sister
emerge from the walers wrth a big
smile on he¡ face cleansed ofher sins.
We met back at the Church. The

What

congregationjoined in a singspiration
for a short while. Brother Scott

Griffith opened in prayer. A few
special selections were sung. Brother
Ike D. Smith sang, Taste the Grass
on the Summit. While Brother Ike
was singing, Sister Pearl saw him all in
whit€. Síster Linnea came up front, as
the ministry formed a circle and knelt
in prayer. Brother Phil Benyola
offered prayer for the Lord's blessing
upon the ministry- Brother Scott
Griffith was touched to offer prayer
for the reception ofthe Holy Ghost
upon our Sister Linnea. The Lord
made manifest His Love as the prayer
was being said. "SEALED" was the
interpretation of the tongues spoken.
Brother Jim Speck heard the words,
"Thus Saith the Lord" at the same
time. He is so alive in us all!
Sister Linnea gave testimony of
how the Lord had called her before,
but she didn't answer. She had a
struggle, but was able to cut loose and
stand up to her calling. The Lord is so

merciful to us.
Our Teachers, Brother Bryan
Griffìth and Brother Dewa¡.ne Eutse¡
both spoke ofthe "Gift" ofthe Holy
Ghost. Brother Bryan read from
Mosiah and III Nephi. Brother
Dewayne read from Acts 2:37 ,38.
Brother Sam Risola said, "We must
open that door to let the Lord in and
we will be cleansed ofour sins to start
anew."
After several testimonies and
reflections conceming o-ur Sister
Linnea w€respoke¡, ouryoung people
sang, For Those Tears I Died. We
dismissed with a wonderful blessing.
What a glorious day we had with the
love of God showering us with llis
light oflove and hope. Howcan
anyone deny that He is a true ând
livingGod!

On February l6'h, 2003, we were
honored to have Brother Tom Everett
visit Branch #2, Brother Tom was representing the AMOC and was visiting
to present Sister Rose Milantoni with a
plaque ofrecognition for all ofher missionary efforts over the years.
Brother Tom opened our meeting
speaking f¡om the 5th Chapter of
Jacob, the parable ofthe tame and

wild olive tree, and the Lord and
servants of the vineyard. He read
from the 61'' verse, "Wherefore, go to,
and call servants, that we may labor
diligently with ourmight in the vineyard, that we may prepare the way,
that I may bring forth again the natural
fruit, which natural fruit is good and
the most precious above all other
fruit."
Brother Tom related this parable
to the work we have to do in this day
and age in the Church. "There is an
experience given to the Church that
we have been gíven the last ministry,
to lift the last waming voice to the

world."
IIe shared that while we like to
enjoy comfortable things, be secure
and safe, and sit bâck and relax for a
while, the Lord says that there is a lot
ofwork to be done. AndHe is looking
for servants that want to labor for
Him. Brother Tom encouraged us to
step out on faith. "Ifyou want to walk
on the water, you have to g€t out of
the boat."
Brother Tom spoke about the
state ofour nation at this time. "This
country, since the revolutionary war,
has never been in a position as it is
today where we have to be concemed
about our own safety here." He
compared the comments ofour leaders
today to be alert, go about our daily
lives, and enjoy our freedom, to those
of ou¡ Lord Jesus Cfuist to be sober
minded, vigilant, and occupyuntil I

retum.
He encouraged us to not be
afraid during these houbling times.
"Fear is Satan's tool. In Revelations it
says that one of the first groups cast
into the lâke offire are the fearful. He
operates in fear; we are to operate in
faith. We must go about our daily lives

always focusing on our duty as members of the Church to spread the
Gospel, especially during these times."
He also felt inspired to share a
dream he had. In his dream he was at
a region conference and his uncle
Tony Scolaro, who has passed away,
came up to the front of the room to
give a report, He said, "Brothers and
sisters it is wonderful to be among you
this moming. Where I've been I've
been very busy," Brother Tony's
granddaughter also had a dream where
he told her he was "leaming a lot of
new things."
He then asked Sister Rose to
come forward and accept the plaque
and recognition for her years living and
serving the San Ca¡los Mission and
Inner City, as well as her work in
Muncey and the contribution to her
late husband, Brother Joe Milantoni's,
ministerial duties. Brother Tom began
by saying, "On behâlf of theAMOC,
may God Bless you for being an
example to everyone."

He continued the presentation,

"In conjunction with the Native
Americ¿n Committee, the brothers
voted to give you this Life Time
Service Award. The plaque reads,
'Presented with loving appreciation
and thanks to Brother Joseph and
Sister Rose Milantoni for over 40 years
of outstanding service and compassion
for the seed of Joseph at Muncey, Six
Natjons, San Car'los, and lnner City by
resolution of the American Missionary
Operating Committee."'
Sister Rose expressed herself
saying that every dream she has heard
about Brother Joe after his passing
was about him working. She expressed that she was so glad to hear
Brother Tom's dream because it
confirmed her feelings, and that while
many think our work is over once we
are in heaven, she knows there is more
work to do and that Brother Joe is still
working. She encouraged the young
people to get involved inMissìonary
work. "Missionary work isn't always

glory. We

had some rough times
when we were in San Carlos, but there
were times when it was glorious and
especially when someone comes into

(Continued on Page 8)
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the Church. That's a reward." Sister
Rose finished by saying, "I am so
thankful. I didn't expect this. It is a
complete surprise to me. Thank you
very much and God Bless you."
Sister Ka¡en Pandone, Sìster
Rose's daughter, was then asked to
come forward and express herself, as
she was present during their many

years of service. Sister Karen shared
a dream that supported Brother Tom's
expression that we have work to do
even in heaven. Karen was sick and
missed her father and wished she
could call hirn to anoint her. She was
calling to her father in her sleep. She
dreamt that she saw hìm standing in a
group ofyoung people and he was
intent in what he was saying. He
looked over and when he saw her he
just waved and went on talking. She
felt rejected. Âfter he finished his
conversation, he came to her. She
asked why he did not come right oYer
and he said, "l have work to do. Don't
you understand I have work to do?"
Sister Karen spoke about the
work in Inner City, where she is now a
member, and ofhow she is proud to be
a part of the work that her parents
helped stârt. She also shared a few
words about her mother stating that
there is not a day that goes by that
Sister Rose does not show that she
loves the [,ord.

sisters of 1,Sar¡¿n der All tlrough the
open windows. Opening prayer was
offered by Brother Paul Ciotti Jr., after
which the congregafion sang, He

Lives.
The opening sermon was
preached by Brother Tony Ricci from
the 14rh chapter of St. Matthew, when
the drsciples were on the boat and
Jesus came toward them walking on
the sea. Then Peter spoke to the Lord.
Jesus bid him "Come," and Peter
stepped out ofthe boat and out ofhis
comfort zone to walk on the water
toward Jesus. But Peter became
afraid and began to sink and he srmply
cried, "Lord, save me!" Three simple,
powerful words. The Lord replied,
"Oh, thou of little faith." "We too
should get out ofour comfort zone and
we also can do great things as did
Peter, ifwe call out to the Lord."
We sang the chorus of To the
llork several times after which
B¡other Paul Ciotti, Jr. continued on
Brother Tony's theme. "Jesus sees us
through our struggles and He never
leaves us alone, just as the disciples

were not alone on the stormy sea. We
should keep on toiling androwing
through the storms of life and God will
see us through, for there is nothing He

cannot do." Brother Paul went on to
say it is our responsibility to help others
who are in distress and sinking in sin.
Brother Bilì Colangelo also made
reference to Peter and that we should
cast our n€ts in deep water, not
shallow water, and become fishers of
men.

Continuing on with the lesson

McKees Rocks, PA
Branch Visits Rochester,
NY Branch
By Sisler Bette Panfile
On July 14'h, 2002,

ourproximify

to Flill Cumorah in Palmyra, New
York, brought us a most welcome
busload of saints from the McKees
Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch to

worship wilh us on Sunday moming.
As you approached the church
building, one could hear the loud and
beautiful singing by the brothers and

of

Peter, B¡other Dick Lawson said that
after Peter stepped out of the boat and
looked dow¡ at the waves, he lost his
focus and began to sink. "We should
all be concemed about losing our focus
and remember Christ's promise to us,
that if two or three are gathered in His
name, He will be with us. We in
Rochester are very small in number
and we should always remember to
keep focused and remain shong and
the Lord will be with us and bless us

abundantly."
Brother Ralph Ciotti spoke briefly
about the prodigal son and the elaborate preparations for his retum and the
open arms and rejoicing ofthe wel-

coming father. So do the angels rn
Heaven rejoice when a soul comes to
Jesus. Brother John Manes emphasized the importance ofpraising God
and giving testimony as to lhe blessings
in our lives.
Our elder from Rochester,
Brolher Andrew Locci. gave his
testimony as to how prayer helped him
when he was spiritually drowning
yeârs ago, and more recently through a
very serious illness.
While sacrament was being
served by Brother Tony and Brother
Paul, the congregation sang, Break
Thou lhe Bread of Life. Singing
continued with hymn #20, Amazitg
Grace, after which Brother Andrew
invited all to testify, including nonmembers. We heard many inspiring
and emotìonal testimonies as to God's
grace and blessings. Our visiting
brothers and sisters spoke of the Hill
Cumorah Pageant they saw the night
before and how happy and blessed
they were to worship with us. The
feeling was defrnitely mutual.
At the end of the service we
were inhoduced to the bus dríver of
the charter bus and he was going to
sing for us. He told us that he is not
just a bus driver, but he is also a
minister with the Assembly of God
Church With his beautiful rich voice
he sang Nearer My God to Thee. He
asked if we were a blessing to those
around us and spoke of his experiences as a Ckistian school teacher.
He then sang. Make Me a Blessing,
and we all joined in on the chorus.
Sandwiches and refreshments
were served in the basement of the
church after which we wished our
brother and sisters a safe journey back
to McKees Rocks.
Every year, the Hill Cumorah
Pageant is held in the month of July in
Palmya, New York. Why not plan on
attending the Pageant next yeâr on
Saturday night and then worshipping
with us on Sunday moming?
We are very small in number
here in Rochester, but our doors are
always open and we welcome everyone with open arms.

Thank you, brothers aùd sisters

from McKees Rocks, for visiting wìth
us and God bless you all.
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Lake Worth, Florida
By Sisler Josie Jasmin
On Saturday, March 1't, 2003 the
Region Officers came to Lâke Worth,
Florida and held an Ordained Offìce¡s
meeting to give us encouragement and
to inskuct us on the "Lets Grow" pro-

gram. It was a very inleresting session
with our Region President, Brother
Sam Risola along with Brothers
George Kovacic and Dennis Moraco.
We discussed ways to help our Church
grow here on our land. Our brothers
were very helpful in giving us different
ideas for this program to succeed.
The Region Officers stayed over
for the Sunday Service along with their
wives, Sister Arlene, Sister Sue and
Sister Jill. Brother George Kovacic
opened the service. Brother George
used as his text, Luke Chapter 7,
starting with the l8'h verse concerning
John the Baptist and his disciples and
how he sent them out to see Jesus.
John is known as lhe Prophet of
Prophets, as he was the one preaching
of the coming of Chribt aid then
baptized the Lord. Verse 28 states the
followíng: "For I say unto you, among
those that are bom ofwomen there is
not a geater prophet than John the
Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom ofGod is greater than he."
There is a value and importance
that each person plays in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Jesus left us the comforter to keep us as lively stones. We
were called into the Gospel to be used
in His kingdom. We bring our talents
and gifts ín doing God's will. Consider
the imporlance ofbeing a citizen in

God'sKingdom!
Brother Dennis Moraco followed
expressing himself on the same text
and shessing how Jesus told John's
disciples to go and say what they saw.
Brother Dennis also read from Mark
chapter 16, verses 15-18 pointing out
to everyone that we are witnesses of
the things that Christ has done for us.
"What better thing is there than to be a
witness for Ch¡ist and the examples
He set forth before us, oneofthe
blessings being, the miracle ofthe
washing away of our sins when we
were baptized?"

Brother Dennis asked the question,
"Do our children.and grandchildren
know our testimony? Are we a witness to God's blessings to our faìnily?

With our testimony comes a great
responsibility to live righteously that we
will be good examples and witnesses
for the Lord and His Gospel."
Brother Sam Risola, Region
President, continued and stressed to us
how God is the same today as He was
yesterday. "We need to be completely
d€pendent on the power of God. We
need to be convicted as many of the
old time brothers and sisters were."
Brother Sam encouraged us to run the
race and most importantly to finish the
race. "Stand strong and stay firm in
the Gospel!"
Beautiful testimonies followed
with giving praise and glory to our
Heavenly Father. each person rising as
lively stones to give witness of God's
blessings in our lives.
We also had a duet which was
sung by Brother Keith and Steven
Baldwin, and at the closing ofour service the priesthood sang to the congregation. They all made ajoyful noise
unto the Lord.

On Sunday March

9'h

Brother

Sam Difalco was visiting from Michigan as he often does at this time ofthe

year. It was wonderful to hâve our
brother with us once again and he
opened the service stressing that, "The

time is far spent, ând we need to stay
focused on the Lord and to stay on the
rìght path. The Bible and The Book of
Mormon are our tools, tools to direct
us through life. The word ofGod
shouldbe within us, deep within our
hearts. Are we doers of the word? Do
we show the world who we are? It is
our duty to be a good example to all
that we come in contact with. The
Truth is exactly that, the Truth and we
need to proclaim it. Tell the world that

will be a New Jerusalem here on
this earth." Brother Sam ¡ead f¡om 3'd
Nephi 20:20-22 conceming the covthere

enant and the establishment ofthe

New Jerusalem, stating also that the
powers ofheaven shall be in the midst
of the people. "In this Gospel we have
everything, we have the Bible, The
Book of Mormon and we have the Authority. Itmust go throughoutthe world."

9

Brother Sam also read from the
Book ofRevelations, Chapter 20,
verses 4-6 conceming the thousand
year reign with Christ. Brother Sâm
exhorted us to be faithful followers of
the word that we may one dây meet
our loved ones who have gone to be
with the Lord in glory. "Fill ourselves
with the good food ofthe Gospel, only
this food can completely satisfy our
hunger. We must hunger and thirst
after righteousness. Let the Bible and
The Book of Mormon be our compass
to lead us in the right direction."
Brother Carl Romano followed
and asked, "Can we still sing the song
of redeeming love? We are a chosen
and peculiar people, set apart from all
others. The restoration is a gift that we
need to give to our families and friends.
The Gospel is to be shared and not to
be kept all for ourselves." Brother Carl
reminded us ofhow everyone must be
born again in the spirit.
Also visiting with us today was
Brother Jerry, Sister Heather and their
son

Nico Difede from the Florida

Keys.

Lockport, New York
The town of Lockport, New
York, seems to rest quietly on Sunday
mornings. But as Joel and I entered
the sanctuary of The Church of Jesus
Christ on July 21st, there was a flurry
ofactivity taking place. A handful of
saints were working diligently preparing for a very special gathering about
to take place...a time of worship and
praise; a time ofsinging and testimony;
a time of prayer and communion; a
time of fellowship and, ofcourse,
eating! The gathering could have been

taking place in Erie, our home branch;
it could have been taking place in any
one ofthe branches or missions ofthe
seven regions of the Church in the
United States. It could have been
taking place in an Indian Center in
Canada or on a reservation in San
Carlos. It could have been taking
place in a village in Kenya or India. or
on an island in the Philippines,
(Continued on Page 10)
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Dominica, or Italy. Today, for us, it
was Locþort.
We quickly found ourselves engulfed in the arms of our dear brothers
and sisters welcoming us as if we
were two of the most important people
in the world. Many hands made the
time ofpreparation an enjoyable one.
Conversation trickled from one subject
to the next; a recent wedding, college
and career plans of a young one, a
garden and what is growing, an expected grandchild, a pending baptism, a
Youth-I¡-Action tour, a trip to Hill
Cummorah. health problems plaguing
the child of a friend, a quick hands-on
lesson about how to put the salad
together, and ofcourse, the tastetesting to ensure quality control and
perfection! Suddenly, another stream
of unexpected faces arrived and we
found ourselves embracing and welcoming our church family and friends
with smiles and laughter andjoy.
Natural preparations nearly
complete, the time for spiritual gathering had come. The introduction ofa
familiar tune prompted our voices to
melody and song. The sound ofthe
Gospel rang so sweetly through the
open vr'indows to the surrounding

neighborhood. A prayer was offered
and worship began. Reminiscent of
past visits to this lovely oldbranch,
Brother Dominic Thomas gently
exhorted the faithful few to hold the
fort, encouraging prayer that God
would soon provide a fulltime shepherd

for the flock.
Moroni 6:9 "And their meetings
were conducted by the church after
the manner ofthe workings of the
Spirit, and by the power ofthe Holy
Ghost; for as the power of to preach,
or to exhort, or to pray, or to supplicate, or to sing, even so it was done."

"Well done, thou good and faithful
servants," was the prevailing theme as
Brother Dominic shared testimonies of
different individuals whose efforf s
have touched his heart, especially
amongst the sisters of the Church.
Emphasizing the impofi ance of utilizin g
the talents God has given (Matthew
25:1428), he stressed that God is con-

scious of all we do; therefore, we must
stay strong and endure until the end.
"Why does God call us into the
fold?" Brother Andy Locci continued.
Diligently seekingthe Lord's direction
in prayer and through the scriptures,
the Lord saw fú to touch his heart at
the tênder age of 18. God's purposes
are not always for our understanding.
Brolher Andy never imagined he

would serve as a minister for the Lord,
a calling that has not always come
easily. One of the gteat lessons he has
learned is the importance of"working
our talents" so that they produce much
fruit. In addition, we must always pray
first for growth in love, then in number.
Psalm 97 exalts, "The Lord
reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the
multitude ofisles be glad thereof."
One ofthe talents we all have is to
"praise and glorify the Lord in all
things," Brother Joel Gehly continued.
"God desires our praise no matter
what condition we find ourselves in.
All creation cries out in praise. How
much mo¡e should we, as His dear
children, praise the Lord through our
song. our leslimony, through sharing
our tâlents, and in remaining humble
before Him."
Brother Leonard Benyola challenged thatmany sincere individuals
stumble and fall as they are taught by
the precepts of men. "We, however,
are commanded to seek out the lost
and dying souls of mankind, our reasonable service unto Him. When we
begin to question why we are called
and what we, as individuals, can do, let
us reflect upon men like Sidney Rigdon
and William Bickerton, whoheld fast
to the truth as thousands chose to hrrn
away. We must allo\ry our talents to
shine as a light unto the wo¡ld. We can
do so willingly, or we can end up in the
belly of a whale, like Jonah, struggling
against the will of God."
With the pitter-patter of little feet
anxiously waiting for the feast to begin,
brothers and sisters began to savor the
spiritual feast, one by one standing to
thank God for goodness and mercy in
their lives; for the opportunity to visit
with family; for steadfastness in the
Gospel; for a new husband and a new
life; for protection in the time of war
many years ago; for an increase in

number; for a healing and the privilege
to continue serving. We then humbly
joined together in prayer and the remembrance the Lord's Supper.
It could have been a time of
testimony and communion iaking place
in any one ofthe branches or missions
ofthe seven regions ofthe Church in
the United States; it could have been
taking place in an lndian Center in
Canada or on a reservation in San
Carlos; it could have been taking place
in a village in Kenya or India, or on an
island inthe Philippines, Dominica, or

Italy. Today for
of Locþort.

us,

it was in the town

As Brother Joel and I travel
throughout the world visiting with and
getting to know our b¡others and
sisters in The Church of Jesus Christ,
we thank God for all those who
continue to faithfully hold fast to the
pure and unadulterated Gospel. We
love you all fiom the depths ofour hearts.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Cotellesse, Joseph. Joann. and Alison
313-277 -3595

D'Amico, Carmella
Shore Winds
425 Beach Avenue
Rochester, New York 14612
Locci, Andre and Theresa
27 Kemp Drive
Macedon, New York 14502
315-986-8698

The Children's Corner
Cont¡nued from Page 6

prejudices and separation ofthe
Nephites and the Lamanites. They

joined the Church and promised Jesus
never to fight or kill others again.
Even when the people of the AntiNephi-Lehis were âttacked, they
chose to die rather than

kill others.

When other Lamanite armies came to

force them to fight or be killed, they
allowed themselves to be killed. This
touched the hearts ofthose armies,
and thousands ofthem started to
beìieve in God also.
Aaron and his brothers realized
that these people needed to relocate
by the Nephite nations where they
could worship God and live in safety.
Plans were made for them to move to
the country of Jershon. Eventually,
this generation raised faithful young
sons who became warriors

with

Flelaman fi ghting forreligious freedom
They were people of amazing faith
who never fell away.
Because offaith, five young rnen
who were sinners repented and
became great missionaries. Color
differences and ancient hatreds fell
away. Hate tumed to love and thousands upon thousands ofsouls were
saved. When people tumed their
hearts to God, faith made the impossible, possible. Let us eâch tum our
hearts to God today. He hears our
cries. Flave faith. He is our God of
power and love.

With Care,
Sister Jan

OBITUARIES
IIte wish to express our sympathy to those that mourn the loss òf
loved ones. May God bless and
comfort you.

JÂMES FORTLTNATO. SR.
Brother James Fortunato, Sr., of
the Youngstown, Ohio Branch passed
onto his reward on July 4, 2002. He is

survived by his wife, Sister Ann; son,
Brother Jim Jr.; three daughters, Carol
Ann Weamer, Dorotþ Grover, and
Marilyn Goldman; nine grandchildren,

JIM WILSON
JimWilson fromSimi Valley,

Califomia, passed onto his reward on
Octobet 14,2002. He is survived by
his wfe, Sìster Joan Wilson.

LENA CARROZZINO
Sister Lena Carrozzino of the
Youngstown, Ohio Branch passed onto
her reward on November 28,2002,

Linda Italianol son Edward Carrozzino;
and three grandchildren.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
JTINE (JONES) TENIJIETH
We deeply appreciate your
sincere prayers, calls and cards, which
you have so graciously given during
Brother Alfíed Dominico's long illness.
He passed away January 22,2003 at
l:00 a.m. May God rest his soul. It
was hard to lose someone so dear but
God allowed us to have a 66-year
marriage even though he was ill for
mâny years. God bless you all who

were such a comfort to my family and
me. The Church in San Diego, California, and Lorain, Ohio were wonderful
in remembering Brother Alfred at his
funeral. Thank you all and God's blessings are wished to each and everyone.
Your Sister in Christ,
JosephineDominico

dren, Adam Perez, J.D. Rodriguez,
Ryan Rodriguez, Colby perez, Jasmine
Rodriguez, Maci Gamer, Riley palmer,
Valerie and Vanessa Rodriguez.

DONNA M, MILLER
Sister Donna M. Miller, of the

Fort Pierce, Florida Branch passed
onto her reward on February 12,2003.
She is survived by her husband, Steve

Miller; daughters, Stephanie Miller and
Robyn Miller and Melissa Johns; sons,
Michael Blackbum, Daniel Blackbum
and Jason Blackburn.

and seven great-grandchildren.

She is survived by her daughter, Sister

Note of Thanks

Krasnasþ; and ten geat-grandchil-

Sister June (Jones) Tenijieth of
the Lakeside, A¡izona Branch passed
on to her reward August 28, 2002.
She was preceded in death by her first
husband, Brother Jim Jones, father
Emmitt Richeson, mother Lily

Lethbridge and one brother, James
Richeson. She is survived by her
second husband, Brother Scott
Tenijieth; three children, Joy

Krasnasþ, J.T. Jones and Judy Jones
Salemo; two sons-in-law; Jôseph
Krasnasþ and John Salemo; one
brother, Paul Richeson; three sisters,
Mary Jones, Paula Campbell and
Barbara Richeson; five grandchildren,
Kelly Perez, Jamie Rodriguez, Kristy

Krasnasþ, Kori Palmer and Kerry

JOSEPHINE BER.,\DINO
Sister Josephine Beradino ofrhe

Youngstown, Ohio Branch passed onto
. her ¡ew¿rd on February 19,2003. She
is survived by her husband, Brother
Ralph; two daughters, Sisters Saundra
Cardillo and Sister EIaine Moore ; one
son, Ronald Beradino; nine grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.

WILLIAM COSTARELLA
Brother William Costerella, of the
Fort Pierce, Florida Branch, passed
onto his reward on February 25,2003.
He was an ordained Elder ln The
Church of Jesus Christ. He is survived
by his wife, Sister Anne Costarella;
daughter, Sister Joanne lrainor:
brother, Joe Costarella; sister, Charlotte Platenak; two grandchildren; and
four great-grandchildren.

GRACE KEPICS
Sister Grace Kepics of the
Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch passed
onto her reward on March 30, 2003.
She was preceded in death by her

brother, Brother Paul Calabro. She is
survived by her husband, John Kepics;
son, Brother Ronald Kepics; brother,
Brother Frank Calabro; sisters, Sister
Marge Calabro and Sister Marie
Iluttenberger, and a host ofnieces and
nepher¡/s.

*

WEDDINGS

+

Brother David Lopez and Sister Diana Campos were
united in holy matrimony in the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan
Branch on June 16,2002.

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Brother Joey Gon zalez wasbaplized on January 26,
2003 in the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch.
Sister Diana Pere z Lopez was baptized on Ma¡ch 2,
2003 in the hner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch

Brother David Scott King was baptized on January 12,
2003 in the Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania B¡anch He was
baptized by Brother Richard Lowiher and confirmed by
Evangelist Robert D. Nicklow. Jr.
Brother Dan Covalesþ was baptized on March 2,
2003 in the Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch. He was
baptized by Brother Jason Monaghan and confirmed by
Brother Paul Gehly.
Brother Chick Crat€s was baptized on November 22,
2002 in the Simi Valley. Califomia Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Ed Buccellato and Brother Sal Azzinaro and
confirmed by Brother Ken Surdock.

'

Children Blessed

Gabriel Joseph Catone-Highfield, son ofEugene
Highfield, Jr. and Rachel Lyrette Catone, was blessed in
2002.

Atexand¡ia Nicole Morales; daughter of Omar and
Ashley Morales was blessed on December 15, 2002.
Caroline Elisa DeRoo, daughter ofCh¡is and Rebekah
DeRoo was blessed on December 15,2002
Gabrielìe Adele, daughter of Susan and Greg Hardy
was blessed on M arch2,2003 in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch.

JackWilliam, son of William and Kim (Purkall)
Puchalski was blessed on February 16, 2003 in the Lake
Worth, Florida Branch.
Kaytlyn Marian Racz, daughter of Ch¡istian and Kim
Racz wás blessed on February 23, 2003 in the Edison, New
Jersey Branch.
Christopher Paul Woemer, son of Paula and Matthew
Woemer, wás blessed on August 25, 2002 in the Rochester,
New York Mission.
Caterina Fengl-in Scolaro, daughter ofBrother Anthony J. and Sister Linda Scolaro, was blessed on September i2, zo0z in the Hopelawn, New Jersey Branch.

Sister LaJuana Bumside was baptized on January 26,
2003 in the Simi Valley, Califomia Branch. She was
baptized and confirmed by Brother S zl Azzinaro
Sister Rosiland Beradino was baptized on August 18,
2002 in the Youngstown, Ohio Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Ron Genãro and confirmed by Brother Joe Genaro'

Address Change
Name
Add¡ess

Phone

Ordinations
Brother Raphael Auguiste was ordained a Teacher in
Dominica, West Indies on February 9, 2003. His fgei wge
washed by Brother Richard Santilli and he was ordained by
Brother Isaac i. Smith.
Sister Hèlena Auguiste was ordained a Deaconess in
Dominica, West Indies on February 9, 2003. Her feet were
washed by Sister Annabelle Santilli and she was ordained
by Brother Richard Santilli

Brother Clarence Kirþakick, Jr. was ordained a
Deacon in Erie, Pennsylvania on August 18, 2002 His feet
were washed by Brother Harold Burge and he was ordained by Brother Lawrence King.
Brother Christopher Gehly was ordained a Deacon in
Erie, Pennsylvania on August 18, 2002. His feet were
washed by Èrother Art Gehly and he was ordained by
Brother Joel GehlY.
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Pleading for the Gospel

and part ofthe aftemoon speaking,
inshucting, and answering numerous

By Evangelist Joel Gehly

questions on the scriptures and the
operation ofthe Restored Gospel.
Frequently during the day we had

During the month of March
Evangolist John DiBattista
and I had an opportunity to
visit the country of Malawi (in
southeast Africa). It was
truly a memorable visit to this
poor African country that had
never previ ously experienced
the Restored Gospel of Jesus
Christ. I will attempt to share
some of our experiences

seen the spirit ofGod touch the heart
ofthis sincere man and we would see
a tear running dom his cheek as we

talked and spoke ofthe things ofGod,
Finally, he could wait no longer and he
said, "Brothers, over the years
there have been many manmade churches come to
Malawi, but now, today, the
one church made by Jesus
Ch¡ìst is here." He continued,
"I understand that yout visit
must be very short, but what
am I to do? I must be bap-

tized."

during our very briefvisit;
however, as I begin, the
following scripture was given

Oh, at that moment the
scripture quoted from Alma
.was never more vivid or real.
Here was a man that was

to me as a summary of the
people we met in this beautiful land:
" ...do ye nol suppose
thal they are more blessed
who naly humble thetnselves because of the
(Alma 32:1,4) .
word?

humbled because of the word.
He had lived a difficult, and
based upon our culture, a very

life. However, he was
humbled because of the word
ofGod and the love ofGod
that had touched him with the
truth.
Sometimes the responsibilities ofa missionary are
difficult. However, this was a
time of great joy. Here was a
man who obviously had an
understanding of the pnnciples of salvation, he had heard
the Restored Gospel and
poor

"

This scriptute came
alive and in-focus as we were
sitting outside under alarge
tree. It was mid-aftemoon in
a remote section

ofnorthem

Malawi. We were miles
from the nearest tow¡, back
in the African countryside at
the home ofFrederick
Nyirenda. Brother John and
had spent the entire morning

I
BrotherJoel Gohly baptlzing Brothor Fredertck Nyirenda.

(Cont¡nued on Page 2)
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believed the latter day message, and
he was demonst¡ating a humble
repentânt spirit. Even though we
were only in the country for a few
days to make an exploratory visit, we
felt directed by God's spirit in this
man's humble desire. We immediateìy placed a telephone call to
Brother Paul Palmieri, and through a
miracle of God we made the connection and received confìrmation from
our brothers to act as the spirit of God
was directing us. As soon as Frederick heard that we would baptize
him, he immediately went to the house
to change his clothes and go out to
find a suitable place to baptize.
At this point, let me back up and

share some ofthe beginning ofthis
story. Dwein and Sheilla Sibandi
from Malawi met the Church in 2000
lhrough lhe missionary efforts of
Sister Meredieth Martin and other
saints in South Bend, Indiana. Dwein
loved the Church and they attended in

South Bend. However, Dwein was
very sick and he dred in August 2000.
Before hjs death, he had an experience that showed him that it would be
Sheilla's family thatwould eventually
accept the Church. After Dwein's
death, the saints in South Bend were
very loving and supportive ofSheilla.
Because ofall that úanspired, Sheilla
told her family in Malawi of the
tremendous love ofthe people ofThe
Church ofJesus Christ. Sheilla's
father, Frederick Nyirenda, has
waited in anticipation for The Church

of Jesus Christ to come to Malawi
since late 2000. C)ne ofhis first
statements to us was, "I have been
v/aiting thee years for you to come!"
After a blessed and exhemely
busy visit with the saints in Kenya, we
flew south from Nairobi to Blantyre,
Malawi. Once we arrived, we drove
seven hours tb¡ough the counfry to the
small village of Mzimba. This is
where we found a people that were
not compelled to be humble, but they
were humbled by the word of God.
The people we met had previously received a copy of the Book of
Momon, our Church History book,
and other church literature. They
read, absorbed, and âccepted all thât
they had received. When we began
our visit, we gave them six Books of
Mormon that we had carried wth us.

(Sheilla's son), She¡lla S¡bandi, Mrs. Nyirenda (She¡lla's mother),
(Lefi
' to Right) Desire S¡band¡
Brother Freder¡ck Nyirenda (She¡lla's father).
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Brother Frederick was overjoyed
when he saw the books we brought
for them. They told Brother John and
I, "We need many copies of this book.
There are many people here that need
this book."
As we sat and discussed the
scriptures, the men that sat with us

under that tree would rejoice as we
talked and taught from the Book of
Mormon. Once during the aftemoon,
when Brother Joh¡ and I were somewhat tired and had stopped talking
and teaching for a few moments, one
ofthe men said, "This is so wonder-

ful!

Please don't stop, teach us

more!" Needless to say, with such
eagemess andjoy in receiving the
Gospel, we readily revived our energy
and continued our teaching.
On our third day in Malawi,

Frederick Nyrrenda and Calvin Gausi
(Text continued on Page

11

)

(Pictures continued on Page 4)

Brother Joel Gehly and Brother Calv¡n Gaus¡ prior to his bapt¡sm.

Teaching the Gospel in Malawi. ( Left to Right) Brother Frederick Nyirenda, Brother Joel Gehly,
Brother Calvin Gausi, and M¡n¡stone Gausi.
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forward. God blessed them with a wonderful singing and testimony service.
The saints thank God for His
protection while tIavelingto Mexicali.
There were various obstacles set in
their way while traveling to the mission, but all arrived safely. God also
had His hand upon the u/eather, Râin
was forecasted for most of the weekend, but the saints experienced little or
no rain wbile traveling to the mission or
canvassing the neighborhood. It rained
through Saturday night, and the sþ

Continued from Page 3

was clear and sunny on Sunday moming. The brothers and sisters thank
God that He kept them safe and dry
during their trip. In all, the saints were
blessed to share the weekend with
their brothers and sisters in Mexicali.

Notice
(Left to Right) Brother Frederick Nyirenda, Brother John DiBattista, and
Brother Calvin Gausi at the baptisms.

Mexicali Weekend
By

Sister Michelle Huttenberger

On March 15 and 16, 2003,
brothers and sisters from the Pacific
and Southwest Regions and Tijuana
were privileged to travel to the

Mexicali Mission and fellowship with
the saints there. About a dozen young
people from the Phoenix/Mesa Branch

well as brothers and sisters from
the Pacific Coast Yucaipa, San Diego,
Anaheim and Bell Branches and
Tijuana Branch in Mexico came to
participate in canvassing the surroundas

ing community nearby the mission, and
held Saturday evening and Sunday
services with the brothers and sisters

inMexicali.
Saturday aftemoon the saints
arrived in Mexicali, and after doing
some physical labor around the building, they set out with flyers in hand to
invite the neighborhood to the church.
Four groups, each with a Spanish
speaker, canvassed a portion of the
community. Last year the saints
canvassed areas nearest the church,

,

so this time they decided to venture out
fárther into the community and invite
people who might be less likely to

enoounter thè church. The saints were
delighted to see some visiting faces at
the Saturday night and Sunday services. Even some young children from
the óommunify visited the church on
Sundaymoming and participated in
.Sundayschool.
The Saturday evening service
was a singing and testimony scrvice.
focused on givingpraíse to God.
Brother Rudy Canillo addressed the
saints briefly, encourâging them to
never tire ofdoing the work of the
Lord. There were many blessed
testimonies and songs.
Sunday moming. Brothers
Michael Watson and Jordan Giannetti
facilitated a Sunday School class on
the subject of following Christ. They
focused primarily on the 37ù chapter
of Alma that outlines the plan of
obedience, faith, repentance, baptism
and endurance. Brother Rudy Canillo
opened the Sunday service and encouraged the saints to not be discouraged by life's trialsbut to continue going

El Libro de Mormon
The Americas Missionary
Operating Committee and South
America Sector are pleased to
announce the pending publication of
The Book of Mormon, El Libro de
Mormon, in the Spanish language.
Plans are underway to have El Libro
de Mormon printed sometime this
sumrner. It is sorely needed in the
Spanish speaking mission fields. It
will bear the name ofThe Church of
Jesus

Ckist. It will

be our own!

The publication ofThe Book of
Mormon in the Spanish language will
be a blessing to The Church of Jesus
Christ, its many Spanish members,
their families and friends. This will
also be a blessing to the many mission
fields and works in Mexico, Central
America and South America.
It will come with an index and
references. Tentative plans are being
made to have it published in hard
cover, paperback and hopefully,
bonded leather or bonded cloth. It
will be published by the Print House.
This represents a significant milestone
and undertaking by The Church of
Jesus Christ. As soon as it is available, an announcement will be made
in Lhe Gospel News.
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plan in these last days. Nephi alsopredicts how the great and abominable church, and all those
who fight against the Gospel and against Zion (the gathering and enlightenment for the seed
ofJoseph and all the other tribes oflsrael who God promised would be gathered in the last
days) wouldbe destroyed. Nephi explains how God will make bare His arm in the eyes ofthe
nation, and His wrath would be unleashed upon the wicked. Yet, FIe promised the righteous
have NO NEED to fear.

Th-roughout the ages of time, God spared His people when His wrath was unleashed. This is
not a new concept. Remember Noah and his family? Or, Lot and his family? What about the
children oflsrael crossing the Red Sea and escaping the wrath ofGod upon the Egyptjans?
Israel was sparedthe wrathofthe "deathangel" upon Egypt by putting the blood ofthe Lamb
upon theirdoorpost, thus waiving the death angelover. Whatabout the g¡eat destruction upon
this land at the time ofthe crucifixion ofJesus? The more righteous were spared.
Is God any different today? God is unchanging and will save His people from generation to
generation. Destructionupon this land is inevitable.Injust a short amountoftime, wickedness
upon this landhas multipliedexponentially. Just tum on your television.Itlooks much di fferent
than itdidjust 20 years ago! Although there have been humbling events like 9/1 I when many
tumed to God, it seemed to wear offas the months progressed afterwards. Although God is
still allowing ournationto have victory in natural wars, the greater war is occurring upon our
soil.Itis the spiritual waragainstsin. Soonerorlater, God will intervene inthismore importânt

war, but the outcome will be far different than the natural wars our nation has fought
tkoughouttime. The BookofMormon states thatwhen this land isripe in iniquity, the wicked
willbe sweptoff. When this waragainst sin will end, the righteous, not the politicians, will be
victorious. This chaptermentions that Satan will be bound for a longtime by the righteousness
ofthe saints. It will be a day ofvictory for the righteous.
Brothers, sisters and friends, these events are already happening, and the fullness of these
prophecies are not fâr away. We have NO NEED to fear, because God will be our
Commander-in-Chief when thatday comes. Who can stand against ourGod? Rememberhow
God consu4ed the sâcrifice that the prophets ofBaal made with fire? There is nowickedness
that can stand when "the flood waters rise." There is only one thing we should fear . . . that
we would displease God. Let's live each day pleasing our Master and trusting in His allpowerful protection that will carry us all to that day of victory. This is the beauty and peace
we have cherished since knowing the Restored Gospel ofJesus Christ. Live confidently,
despitethe frightening events thatmay come, because God will protectus, even ifitbe by fire!
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The

Children's
Corner
By Sister Janet Bork

The Lamanites Walk in Righteousness
Dear Girls and Boys,

Many years after the fìrst Lehi
and his sons Laman, Lemuel, Sam, and
Nephi came to the land of the Americas, a good man called Helaman
named his two sons Nephi and Lehi.
At this time the descendants of
these first groups had grown into a
large number ofpeople, covering what
is today South and Central America.
Originally the Nephite people had kept
the brass plates ofLaban which had
told them their laws. For several
hundred years the Nephites had been a
godly people. Now things were
changed and the number ofpeople
who chose evil outnumbered the
people choosing good. The laws were
corrupted.
Nephi was a grown man and
chiefjudge over all the Nephite people,
but he was growing weary because of
the hard-hearted evil ways ofhis
people. So Nephi gave up being chief
judge and tookit upon himself to
preach the word ofGod all the remainder ofhis days. His brother Lehi also
believed in serving God andjoined his
brother.
God gave them great power and
authority. They preached to many
Nephites who repented and then they
went among the Lamanites. The Lord
gave them His power and authority
and also gave them the words to
speak. The Lamanites \ivere astonished to hear their words and leam the
true story of how Laman and Lemuel
went against God. Eight thousand of
them were convinced of the wickedness of the traditions oftheir ancestors
and were baptized.
Many of the Lamanite rulers

were upset to see their people change.
They sent an army to take Nephi and
Lehi and threw them in prison.
After several days without food,
Nephi and Lehi heard their enemies
coming. The Lamanites planned to kill
these two good men. But when they
opened the doors they saw Nephi and
Lehi standing with fire circling around
them and they were afraid. As they
stood there dumbfounded, Nephi and
Lehi began to speak to them.
"Fear not," they said, "for God
has shown you lhis marvelous thing,
that you cannot kill usl" And when
they said this the walls ofthe prison
began to shake and a cloud of darkness came upon the people and they
felt a terrible fear.
A voice ofperfect mildness
spoke that pierced them to the soul and
said, "Repent ye, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand, and stop trying to
kill my servants." The Lamanites
wânted to flee but they couldn't
because of the fear and darlmess that
had come upon them.
When the multitude looked at
Nephi and Lehi, they saw that they
were looking up to heaven and their
faces shone

brightly. One p¡isoner

named Aminadab told them, "They are

talking with the angels of God!"
The Lamanites said to Aminadab,
"What shall we do, tbat this cloud of
darlmess will be taken away?"
Aminadab told them, "Repent,
say you are sorry-cry out to the
voice to forgive you and hear you
because that is the voice of Christ."
So they all began to cry to the
voice which had shaken the earth, and
the cloud of darkness began to go
away. And when they looked up from

their praying, each and every one of
them was circled a¡ound with a pillar
offire. And Nephi and Lehi were jn
the middle of them, yet the fire did not
bum them or the prison and they were
fi lled with unspeakable joy. Behold,
the Holy Spirit of God came down
from heaven and entered their hearts
and they could speak forth marvelous
words.
And it câme to pass that they
heard a voice saying, "Peaçe, peace
be unto you, because ofyour faith in
Jesus."
When they heard this they looked
up to see where the voice came from
and behold, they saw the heavens
open; and angels came down to be
with them.
There were about tkee hundred
souls who saw and heard these things
(Continued on Page
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Praising God in Song
By Sister Lynne Nieves
On Sunday March 23,2003, the
Great Lakes Area MBA held a
Singspiration at the Detroit Inner City
Branch. The new building was fìlled
with members from several branches
within the region.
After some energetic congregational singing, which surely invited the

Spirit ofthe Lord to join us, Brother
David Lovalvo, Area President,
welcomed the brothers, sisters and
friends. He encouraged us all to make
this a time of praise to God. Brother
Duane Lovalvo offered the opening
prayer askrng God to accept our voices
in praise and glory to His name.
Brother Larry Champine spoke to
us for a few moments and reminded us
of the importance of taking the time to
thank and praise God, not only on
special occasions, but every day ofour
lives.
". . .bring every instrument of
praíse, and they'll be singing on the

Southeast Region

Conference
By Sßter Kenah Nowels
The conference at Mid-Georgia
was anticipated and greatly prayed for
as we united on February 15, 2003.
The Brothers attended to the business
in the early part of the day. We then
gathered in the evening to gfeet the
Lord withjoy in our hearts. Brother
Ron Morle, the Region second counselor opened with a few remarks concerning the business ofthe day and

welcomed the congegation to MidGeorgia for the first time in conference. We also would like to mention
that we had the company of two of our
three Region Apostles, Brother Isaac

mountain such as never has been
heard." I know that we could be
heard from ihe mountains and from the
angels in heaven, as the piano, guitars,
and flute were played with full purpose
ofheart to honor and glorifu the Lord.

We honored him not only with our
voìces and instruments, we honored
Him most importantly in our hearts.
After the Champine brothers
sang, He's Taken My Blindness, lhe
congregation followed with God's Slill
on His Throne, and there was no
doubt allbelieved what we were singing. We then sang a Spanish h¡,rnn,
En La Viña Del Señor, which talks
about the desire to work in the vineyard of the Lord and ihe desire was
renewed to follow the songs request
from all those who were present.
Brother Larry Champine invited
all the brothers and sisters that had
been in The Church ofJesus Christ for
25 years or more to come forwatd.
They appropriately sang Sweeler as
the Years Go By. Brother Larry then
thanked them for their many years of
service and shared gfatitude towards
them for the examples that they have
set for those of us who have not yet
reached that milestone.
The 14-25 year-old age group
also presented us with a song, fIe

Planled Me Deep. How wonderful to

Smith and Brothe¡ Peter Scolaro
Thank you brothers for your supiort.
Brother Paul Benyola was retained in
New Jersey because of the weather.
(History will note that New Jersey
was hit with one of the worst blizzards
it has ever seen.)
During the weekend, we were
happy to host our General Church
CFO, Brother Randy Ciccati. Brother
Randyjoined us all the way from St.
Cloud, Minnesota. He delivered quite
remarkable slide presentation about a
couple ofthe church's financial
programs for saving and investing in
the church building fund. Much helpful
information was taken from this
presentation for all the branches and
missions in the Southeast Region. We
thank you again Brother Randy for
your hard work and diligence in
a

look upon the 29 young people, most
baptized, and see the future leaders of
the Church so sweetly singing this
meaningful song.
Several young people then took
the oppolunity to bear their testimony

ofGod's wondrous grace and daily
direction intheir lives.
Five brothers from the Inner City
than sâng two songs, one witten by
Brother Gary Champine called LV'e Are
Soldiers Again, and the second called
Ye Are lhe Fair Sons and Daughlers
ofZíon. ^|he second song was w¡itten
by all five brothers. Each ofthem was
inspired with a different portion ofthe
song. The melody and sincerity in the
singing of these songs surely reached
the th¡one

ofGod.

The congegation sang a few
more selections and then Brother Ryan
Lesperance, Area Vice President,
thanked everyone for coming and for
the privilege ofbeing counted âmongst
the saints praising God.
While we closed our meeting by
singing lle're Marching to Zion, my
entire being was consumed with the
scripture in I Nephi l3:37 which reads,
"And Blessed are they who seek lo

bring forlh my Zion qt that day, for
fhey shall have the gift and the
power of the Holy GhosL
Amen
and Amen.

"

making the effort to show the Southeast Region these prog¡ams.

After the slide presentation, the
Mid-Georgia Mission presented the
congregation with a program simply
entitled "The Hope ofZion". There
were many scriptures read Íìom the
Book of Mormon and wonderful
favorite hymns sung about the hope
we have oftbe coming ofZion.
Sisters (natural and spiritual)

Carolyn and Marilyn graced us with a
selection. What a joy to see these two
sisters sing together, even after being
so far apart. Brother Sam Risola
made a few announcements, then the
Sah-rday evening meeting was closed.
We were anticipating a beautiful
service on Sunday.
(Continued on Page 1 1)
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church with a good report. Thank

Br¡iûild

God,

l[irciorilor¡

was grateful because God touched her
daughter, Doris, to visit her. While
Doris was fhere, Sister Kristy's clothes
caught fire. Her daughter was able to
help her put it out or Sister Kristy
could have been badly bumed. We
thank God for this.
Sister Katherine Cocco had gone
to the store to make copies of her

The Mercies of God
By Sister

Rose Palacios

In the Loraín Branch, many
things have transpired this past year of
2002. First ofall, we thank God fo¡
being with His people and we p¡ay that
He will never leave us. As we see
many things happeningout in this
world, we know that security is only in
Him and we have to trust only in His
word and His promises. We know
that God has blessed His people
throughout the Church.
Our fasting and prayôr meetings
which we have held every week since
1972 have brought many results and
we would like to share some of these
experiences, not for an individual's
glory, but to uplift each other and to
the honor and glory ofthe God of

Israel.

ln one ofour Sunday meetings,
B¡other Frank Palacios asked, "Do we
want the blessings to continue from
last year and how God blessed our
people

ofold. If

we do, then we have
to serve God like they did and keep

God's commandments." Testimonies
were given and a sister said that
one day a man came to her door. When
she went to the door, she thought he
needed money. She retumed with
money to give to him and he held her
hand and gave her a kiss on her forehead and said to her, "This home will
never be in want." He then went
down two steps and went to the comer
ofthe house. She did not see him
an)'rnore. She went out the door and
looked to see where he was heading,
and he was nowhere to be seen. As
she said this in her testlmony, the spirit
spoke '7 was with my people of old
anil I will continue to be wilh them
today. Trust me and I will provide
for you also."
Sister Michelle Bowens said that
her doctor found a mass on her body.
She was anointed before she was to

go for a cat scan. She retumed to

Sister Kristy Johnson said she

passports and other documents for an
upcoming híp to Italy. A few hours
after retuming home, she realized she
had left all ofher documents at the
store. She hurried back to the store
and to her surprise, every document
was right where she had left them.
There were many people going and
coming from the store, but her papers
were not touched. How Great God Is!
What a blessing!
In another Sunday service,
Brother Tony Calabrese asked the
congregation to sing Does Jesus Care
before the anointings. At that time, the

spirit spoke, "I care! saith the Lord.
I cãre. Trust me and I will help you.
Believe and have faith in me!"
During one ofour feet washing
services, the spirit spoke, "Lean upon
me. I love whdt you are doing this
day. Love one anolh¿r in spirit and
in truth. "
Brother Tony Calabrese gave an
experience ofA.J., his 3-l12 year old
grandson. A.J.'s parents, Brother
Anthony and Sister Kelly, had taken
A.J. to the hospital for an injury he had
sustained. While there, A.J. kept
saying,

"Oil! Oill"

His parents

couldn't make out what he was saying.
They thought he wanted an "Oreo"
cookie. After a short time, they realized he was saying "Holy Oil." Thank
God for the teachings our little ones
see in Sunday School, MBA, and at
home. They do not forget what they
hear or see.
Brother Frank Palacios told of
what God had done for his granddaughter, Gia, in Kentucþ. Brother
Dan and Sister Tina's daughter was
choking on a piece of meat. Brother
Dan took her in his arms and he called
on God to help him as he tried to take
it out, but could not. All ofa sudden,

he looked down at Gia and she said,
"Daddy! Jesus took it outl" Tears

filled Brother Dan's eyes knowing God
had come to his aid once again. He
haced back his footsteps to see if he
could find the piece ofmeat but found
nothing. The spirit spoke and told him
that ifhe continues to serve Him that
God would do more for him. (As a
side note, around this same time a little
girl who was Gia's age almost died
while choking on meat.) All we can
say is, "Blessed be the name of God."
One Sunday, all of our elders gave
encouraging words to the congregation
because of the sicknesses many were
going through. They reminded us that
the devil is not sleeping but God comes
and comforts His people. At this time,
the spirit spoke "If my people tust
me loday, I will be with lhen. I will
help lhem and carry lhem in my
arms, sdith God."
In a feet washing service, we
could feel the spirit ofGod in our midsi
beginning with Sunday School, the
preaching service and the testimony
services. As we began to wash each
other's feet, the Lord spoke, 'My

people! My people! Hold the fort. I
will bless you. Have no fear. I will
be wifh you. "
In July, Brother Joe and Sister
Vickie Calabrese were in our midst for
a Wednesday service. He spoke
encouraging words and spoke ofthe
blessings they received at GMBA
Campout and the lndian Conference in
Muncey. At the conference, a vision
was had where a sister saw a man
leading a group ofpeople. She did not

know who this man was until a brother
was praying and he mentioned the
Choice Seer. As Brother Joe related
this, the spirit spoke, "It is coming. It
is coming. Saith the Lord. I will tlo
my work, my work. "
During a Sunday testimony meeting, a sister ì as saying there is nothing
God would not do for his people. The
spirit spoke, "And I will be there for
you. I love you my children." Brother
Sam Altomare said that when the Lord
spoke, he saw a light outline the sister
as she spoke God's word. He rubbed
his eyes and looked again and this time
he saw a whíte figure standing next to
the sister.

June, 2003
We also thank God for his goodress to Brother David Calabrese. He
had not heard from his daughter, Rosie,

negative. The evil one is determined
to bring them down but we are very

Lake Worth

determined also because the victory is

in over 10 years. She had recently
married and felt to call her father. He
was very happy and excited to heâr
from her and we thank God for another

By Sister Josie Jasmin

in God if we continue to fast ând pray.
Also, John Hogue is going through a

answered prayer.
ln the sunxner, Sister Betty
Alessio received a report from the
doctor that concemed her. She was to
see fhe doctor for her test results and
requested prayer. The spirit spoke to
her, "Trusl me and I will show you
my power." The results showed that

all was well with her.
Sister Aileen Calabrese was gong
to see the doctor for a biopsy. The
spirit spoke to her, "If you lrust and
have faith, I will ldke care of you."
At our Wednesday service, Brother
'fony gave a good report on Sister

Aileen's tests.
B¡other Robert Gonzales had
gone to his sister's home (Brother
Frank and Sister Rose) to fix a light
fixture. As they aìways do, prayer
was given before work began. As
Brother Robert began to fix the light,
he thought Brother Frank had tumed
offthe circuit breaker so no juice
would be going through while Brother
Robert worked on the light. When he
finished the work, Brother Frank
turned on the light switch. He and
Brother Robertjust looked at each
other because they realized that
Brother Frank had NOT tumed off the
circuit and Brother Robert was working with live wires. We thank God for
His mercies.
Sister Mary Altomare's daughter,
Cindy and her husband John Flogue
have been attending church for over a
year now, along with their own daughter, Crystal and her husband A¡t
Williams. Shortly after Crystal and
Art's daughter, Destiny, was bom she
was hospitalized for a lump on her
head. She was anointed and the lump
was gone. Destiny then developed
bronchitis and was told she would
leave the hospital in 24 days. After
being anointed Destiny came home the
next day. A few months later, Destiny
and her father Art had to go for some
testing and the results came back

trial now. He has been diagnosed with
cancer and has been undergoing
chemotherapy for almost a year now.
He continues to put his trust in the
Lord and continues to attend church,
where he says. he finds his shength.
Please remember him and many others
that need prayer throughout the

Church-

During the summer, Brother
Mark Naro was in the hospìtal on four
different occasions. He had his gall
bladder removed and still the problem
continued. At one point, the doctor
thought it was his pancreas. Buta
cyst was located in Brother Mark's
small bowel. Doctors performed a
biopsy and found a small mass benign.
Surgery was required to remove it.
He was sent to the Cleveland Clinic
for surgery. Brother Frank drove
Sister Carey Beth to the Clinic. The
moming before they left, Sister Rose
told them a dream she had where two
men, dressed like doctors, were around
Brother Mark's bed. One ofthem
reached inside of Brother Mark with
ân instrumentand pulled something out
ofhis stomach and it burst. This is
what happened later that day to
Brother Mark. The doctors repeated
the biopsy on the cyst and the cyst
burst. While Brother Frank was
waiting in the hospital lobby, he was
telling a man and his daughter about
the Church and our beliefs. He told
them about Brother Mark and the
dream Sister Rose had. At that time,
Brother Mark's daughter came to
Brother Frank and told him that the
cyst burst. This man and his daughter
immediately told Brother Frank, "Isn't
that what happened in the dream?"
They thanked God also for what they
had heard.
We never know how we can
share our testimony with someone and
make an impact with them. Brothers
and sisters, each one ofyou, remembe¡ our service men and women and
our great nation in your prayers.

On March 23'd, our service was
opened by ourvisiting elder, Brother
Ron Canadi. Brother Ron used as his
text Romans Chapter 13 Verses 1l-12,
the subject being "Time." "God set in
order all things; man is the one who
scrambles things. We all think we have
so much time to serve the Lord, but
time is running out. Are we ready for
the battle today? Are we ready to
stand for the Lord? We have chosen
to be in the army of God. Are we
ready? We must r¡r'ave the flags of
Zion now, this is the time. We need to
be ready and wave the flag high for all
to see. Stand up with our banner in
honor and glory to God."
Brother Ron posed the question,
this
the time? We need to be
"Is
prepared to march into Zion, We
cannot shrug our duty. Everyone needs
to awake from sleeping and be slrong
in our faith. Many faithful men and
woman are recorded in the scriptures.
Theyremained faithful through all
things tbat came their way. This is the
Gospel that will reclaim Israel. This is
the army to be in, the battle is at hand.
We need to proclaim the Restoration

to the world."
Brother Gene Perri continued on
the same theme and invited all in the
words ofCh¡ist to "Come unto me all
ye that are heavy laden and I will
give you rest. " "We need to come to
Jesus now; do not waste the days of
your probation. In many areas of the
scriptures there is the invitation to
come and rest from the cares of life.
The blessings are ìmmense when we
go towards the Lord." We were reminded that, "The Lord is our Shepherd," and that His word has become
a Lamp unto our feet and a Light unto
our pathway.
"God made mankind, ofall colors,
red, yellow, black and white, and the
Gospel is open to receive all people to
serve God. We will leave all of this
world's goods behind; only the Love of
God will go with us when we leave this
world. The Church is not the place for
(Continued on Page

l0)
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retirement; it is the place for workers
in Christ's Kingdom. The Gospel gives
us rest and peace from the cares of
the world, but we are laborers for
Zion. Let everyone pull together for
the Gospel ofJesus Christ. Proclaim it
to everyone you knowl"
On Sunday March 30ú we were
visited by Brother Chuck Maddox and
his family from Ohio. Brother Chuck
opened our service and stated how to
him this day was like unto a reunion or
mini-conference, since there were
many visitors. They were flom Hollywood, the Treasure Coast, the Florida

Keys and Michigan.
Brother Chuck exhorted unto us
to serve God to our fullest degree.
"We need to bloom and blossom in the
Gospel." Brother Chuck read from
Exodus Chapter 14 Verse 13 "Fear
ye nol, stdnd still, and see lhe salvation of lhe Lord, which he will
show to you /oday. "Israel was in a
dilemma and they were feeling overcome. With all the help they received
from God they always seemed to want
to give up. They sa'.v many things,

"

such as the Red Sea open up, the
Cloud of Fire to guide them, the manna
prepared for them, the waters made
sweet, and they still complained. We
need to 'Rejoice in the Lord Al'/ays ! '
God is in control; He never leaves us
alone, Praise His name! We need to
remember to be still and let God do His
work in us. Stay focused on Jesus
Christ, look past the situation that we
frnd ourselves in, oppositionwill always
be there, just keep your eyes on

Jesus."

Brother Chuck read Galatians
Chapter 6 Y erse 9, "And lel us nol be
weary in well doing: for in dtte

season we shall reap, if we fainl
"Here is a bit of advice. If you
not.

"

want a Hug from God, just take one
step towards Him."
On April 6ú we had visitors from
Michigan, Brother Sam and Sister Judy
Impastato. It gives our hearts so much
joy to see all ofour visiting brothers
and sisters in our midst from time to time.

Our Presiding Elder, Brother
Gene Perri opened the service today

and exhorted to us the beautiful Word

of God-good spiritual food for our
souls. Brother Gene's theme was,
"Prepare for Etemity, Be Ready."
Few and scattered are God's people,
but we will spread the Gospel throughout this world.
Brother Gene read from Alma
Chapter 37 Verses 38-47, concerning
the ball and director and the marvelous
words of the Lord. "The Lord prepared this director so the people would
have His instructions to lead their way.
The words ofChrist are like unto a
compass, we need to know how to use
the compass well. The spirit of God
keeps us on course. If we follow the

came to our Sunday meeting.
On Sunday, March

16,2003,

Brother Horace opened the meetjng,
reading 45:1-5. lle said, "God moves
in a mysterious way. Joseph said unto
his brethren, I am Joseph, be not
grieved, nor angry with yourselves,
that ye sold me hither, for God did
send me before you to preserve life."
Brother Charles followed exhorting the saints to remember the Lord
has answers for everything that
happens in our lives. He said all things
happen for the good ofthose who love
and serve the Lord.
HAVE MIMCLES CEASED?

direction ofthe spirit ofGod we find
our way to salvation. All mankind must
repent and be baptized. Every knee
will bow and every tongue will confess

His holy name."
Brother Gene concluded by
reading the 37ú verse, "Counsel with
the Lord in all thy doings, and he
will direct lhee for good; yea, when
lhou liest down at night lie down
unto the Lord, lhdt he may wdtch
over you in your sleep; and when
thou risesl in the morning let lhy

heart be full of thanl<s unto God;
and if ye d.o these things, ye shøll be
lifted up at the last day."
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, for another glorious day in
the house of the Lord.

Quincy, Florida
On Saturday, March 15, 2003, the
Quincy, Floridá Mission had a "Let
Grow Outreach Community Picnic" in
an effort to help the young people in
the Church and reach out to the

community. We hope and PraY that
some ofthe hearts ofthe people will
be touched. There were approximately
25 visitors, some who had visited the
branch several times.
Rrother llorace and Brother
Charles have been talking about uniry
and fellowship and we are trying to do
things thatwill bring about these
desires. We will be having quarterly
picnics inviting the community. Some
of the people who were at the picnic

Brother Horace and Brother
Charìes had many requests for anointing. As they were anointing, Brother
Horace noticed the oil bottle was
almost empty and it was very difficult
to get oil out ofthe bottle. After
everyone was anointed, Brother
Horace put the oil back on the podium.
As he was getting prepared to serve
the communion, he noticed the bottle
was filled with oil. Brother Horace
exclaimed to the congregation, "Behold
a miracle ofthe Lord; the oil bottle
was empty, but now it is filled." On
Wednesday night, one ofthe visitors
came back and we were talking about
the miracle. She said she was wondering what the brothers were going to
do for oil because the bottle was
empty. The saints in Quincy were
strengthened from this experience, for
we know it pleases God when we
fellowship and tell others of His geat
Iove and mercy.

Note of Thanks
I would like to thank all the
brothers and sisters for their many
prayers on my behalfduring my recent
stroke. Also thank you lor the thoughtful and loving calls, cards and visits.
May God bless each and every one of
you.

Love in Christ,
Brother Al Coppa

I

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Benyola, Philip, Linda and Pete
431 Northmoor Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33702
727-520-8496

Cuenier, Alfred (4. J.) and Tracy
19898 Chesterbrook

Macomb Twp.,
586416-1904

MI

48044

Italiano, Lisa
I l3 Fairview, Apt. #3
Canfield,OH 44406

Pleading for the Gospel
Continued from Page 3
became the first baptized members of
The Church of Jesus Christ in Malawi.
We confirmed our new brothers and
then shared communion together. The
kìngdom ofGod had taken hold in a

new area of the world. After communion, our new brothers shared their
testimonies with us. What joy and
what humble rejoicing we heard as
they told oftheir Iove for Jesus Ch¡ist.
Later, as we reluctantly said our

farewell's, our new brothers exhorted

330-5334118

us, "You must send missionaries back

Lenhart, Geraldine
414 Motordrome Rd.
Smithton, PA 15479
724-872-9467

here soon! There is much work to do.
There are many that are ready for the
Gospel. We are ready to work for the
Lord !"
Many throughout the world are

Lovalvo, Joseph
2425 Howe Way
Modesto,

CA

95355

209-5234068

spiritually dying. Manypeople in this
world are now pleading for the Gospel.
Do all that you can for the cause of
Jesus Ch¡ist. Support the missionary
work ofThe Church ofJesus Christ.

Miller, Brandon and Christina
4349 Stare Rt. 87

Fanndale,OH 44417
732-910-3915

Southeast Region Conference
Continued from Page 7

Nnadi, Cheryl

6144784811
Pastorelli, Kathleen
14101 Mahogany Dr.

Boyrton Beach, FL 33436
Picciuto, Daniel and Dolores
9100 E. Cedar Basin Lane
Gold Canyon,

AZ

85218

San Carlos Mission
P.O. Box 765
Peridof, AZ 85542

Stroko, Thomas and Peggy
219 West Penn St.

Bedford,

PA

15522

8r4-623-7747

Vetor, Diana L.
128 Jansen Ave.
Kitchener, Ontari o, Can N2A 2L7
Wood, Shannon
7ll SW 4th Ave.
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Sunday moming came none too soon
for the saints. After much anticipation,
we started beckoning the Spirit ofGod
to join our service with what I like to
call Mighty Song. As Brother Rusty
Nowels was absent from the program

Saturday evening and was supposed lo
play the harmonica during the final
song, Brother Sam Risola put him and
the Mid-Georgia Mission on the spot
for another selection to include the
harmonica this time. Does anyone
know ofanother accomplished harmonica player in the Church? (Hint:

He's in a Quorum.)
As the service was opened,
Brother Peter Scolaro addressed the
congregation on keeping a focus on
those things in the distance-not too
close, because we loose sight ofthe
end picture. He likened our Spiritual
life like driving a car. "If we stay
focused on the front of the car and not
the road ahead, we tend to drive

erratically and not smoothly." As he
was relaying this message, the spjrit
spoke to us sayìng, "Fear not! You
are on the threshold of a great event."
Brother Randy Ciccati again addressed us continuing on the subject of
stay the course and keep focused but
we must turn the control ofour Spiritual lives (and natural) over to God.
Believe the promise ofa chosen
people, in a chosen church, in a chosen
Iand.

Apostle Ike Smith followed about
learning to read the map and leaming
to undersland directions. Evangelist,
Miguel Bicelis followed Brother Ike by
adding, "It is a privilege to be chosen,
in the chosen and of the chosen.
Others need to see God in us in our
daily walk. It is our responsibility."
Brother Al Tepperman,joining us
ffom New Brunswick, New Jersey,
sang Wat a Day That llill Be.
Brother George Kovacic spoke to us
on the blessing ofbeing the people of
God. He gave a stirring analogy of
Nephi's vision. As ithas been our
wish for many years past to have com-

munion during conference, we are
grateful to the Southeast Region offìcers for allowing us to hold a second
meeting in Mid-Georgia to partake of
communion. We are also pleased to
announce that ifthe Spirit is willing and
able, we will have communion together
during our next Conference in Lake
Worth, Florida on August l6'h and 17th.
We look forward to seeing you there
and.may God be with you till we meet
agarn.

The Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6
and they were told to go forth and tell
what they had seen until the larger part

ofthe Lamanites were convinced of
the greatness ofGod. Now the
Lamanite people became for the most
part a righteous nation while the
Nephites were becoming more wicked
every day.
Sincerely,
Sister Jan

*

WEDDINGS *

Sister Tracy Francione and Alfred Joseph Cuerrier
were united in holy matrimony at the Redford, Michigan
Branch on October 19,2002.

OBITUARIES
lle wish to Ðtpress our sympathy lo those lhat
mourn the loss of loved ones May God bless and
comfort you.
JEWEL ELZABETH BALDWIN

Sister Rita Ross of the Freehold, New Jersey Branch
on April 20, 2003. She was reinstated by
reinstated
was

Sister Jewel Elizabeth Baldwin of the Lake Worth,
Florida Branch passed on to her reward on March 29'h
2003. She was àn ordained Deaconess in The Qhurch of
Jesus Ch¡ist. She is survived by her husband, Brother Keith
Barnard Baldwin; a son, Roy; a daughter, Sarah; four
grandchildren; her mother, Willie May Dorsey; stepfather,
Éamest Dorsey; grandmother, Vera May MacCloud; seven
brothers, three brothers-inlaw, two sisters-inJaw, three
uncles, three aunts, and a host ofnephews, nieces and

Brother Joseph Peni.

cousins.

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Sís. MargieNolfi of the Forest Hills, Holiday, Florida
Branch was reinstated on March 30, 2003. She was
reinstated by Brother Scott Griffith.

PHILOMENA ßALMIERD DELUCA

Ordinations
Brother Brad Labute was ordained a Teacher in the
Windsor, Ontario, Canada Branch on December 8,2002'
Hís feet were washed by Brother Perry Vitto and he was
ordained by Brother John Collison.
Brother Joseph Donkin was ordained a Deacon in the
Glasspof, Pennsylvania Branch on March 30, 2003 His
feet were washed by Brother Keith Donkin and he was
ordained by Brother 'IonY Ricci,
Sister Maryanne Donkin was ordained a Deaconess in
the Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch on March 30, 2003'
Her feet were washed by Sister Elsie Ensana and she was
ordained by Brother Ed Do¡kin.

Sister Philomena (Palmieri) DeLuca, of the Aliquippa,
Pennsylíania Branch passed on to her reward on March 12,
2003. She is survivedby ber husband, Dave; fwo sons and
their wives, David and Lori, Louis and Suzanne; two
brothers, Sela and Paul and his wife Eleanor; and two
grandchildren, Jenna and Jared. In addition, she is survived
6v two sisters-in-law, Sue Breschayko and Jenny Ross and
her husband Lou: as well as a brother-inJaw, Arthony

DlAntonio.

ruANITA ROGOLINO
Sister Juanita Rogolino, an ordained Deaconess in the
Fort Pierce, Florida Branch passed on to her reward on
April 17, 2003. She is survived by her husband, Brother
Frank Rogolino; tkee daughters, Sister Debbie Fisher, Karen Seiack, and Linda Evans; two sons, Brother Mark
Rogolino and David Rogolino, thirteen grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren.

ANNA PAPE

Address Change
Name

Sister Anna Pape of the Glassport, Pennsylvania - Branch passed on to her reward onJanuary 22,2003 She
is survived by her daughters, Sister Linda Ottavian and June
Best; her son, Wallace; five grandchildren and seven greatgrandchildren.

Address

Phone

Correction
ln the Obin;ary section of the May, 2003 issue ofthe
Cosoel News, Brother Samuel Costarella's name was
misprinted as William Our apologies to the family for this
erTor.
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OurTrip to Domiruca
By Evangelist Richard Santilli

Thework inDominica is

'ff e also spent timeteachingBrother
Raphael and Siste¡Helena and the
othermembers regarding the ordinances. Therewere anumber of
dreams related to ordaining Brother

progressing well. Whenwe look

Raphael a Teacher a:rd SisterHelena
a Deaconess. We talked to them to
see whether they would acceptthe
ofIìces, and theycried and said,

'Yes!"
Brothers Raphael and Isaac
worked on the churchbuilding, relocating thebathroom andmakingthe
meeting space much larger. We
visited the Carib Counciloffrce and
borrowed chairs forthe Sunday

back eightyears ago, there waS only
ahope for awork developing here.
The l¡rd didHis workinpromoting

itspirituallyandnaturally. Overthe
years, wehave heldmeetings with
the Carib Indians intheirhomes.

meeting.
We gathered togetherin church
with about40 people, including children, in attendance. In the sewice, we

Visitswith BrothersPaul A.Palmieri,
Isaac J. Smith, me and ourwives
who have haveled there have
helped the work to progress. In
time, otherbrothers and sisters

ordainedBrotherRaphael and Sister
Helena. Ababywas blessed as well.
When we asked whether there was
anyone who wished tobeanointed
for sickness, about 15 peoplecame
forth. Theblessings ofGod were

came into the work and the result
was fivebaptisms.

TheCârib Reservedidnot
have abridge across theriver for
access, and there was no road and
no church building, Todaywe have
all ofthose conveniences. The Lord
trulyblessed the Carib Indians; the

manifested.

Afterourservice, wewent to
BrotherRaphael and Sister Helena's
home to havepizza, hot dogs, cookies and pop. In the aftemoon, we met
for feetwashing. This wasthefirst
time forthis ordinance forthemembers inDominica.

seed ofJoseph.

On February 6, 2003, Brother
Isa¿cJ. Smith and his wife, Sister
Sandy, alongwith mywife, Sister
Armabel, andl Ieft the Tampa,
Florida airport forDominica. We
arrived there late in the aftemoon.
The next daywe visited Carìb families andheld meetings with them.

We felt theblessings

.

Brother Raphael and Sister Helena
Auguiste

ofGodin

performingHis workonthis isle of
lhe sea. May the Lord bless the missionary work throughoutthe world.
God blessyou all.
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bring in four questions each to pose to
the elders. We really looked forward

and responsibilities as saints; for
surely, what we do as fathers,

to meeting with our brothers and
sisters the following evening.
The plan lor Saturday moming
was to visit with a brother and sister
(Juarez) to discuss their calling into
lhe service ofGod; however, our
brother had to work and was unavailable to meet with us. We spent the
moming hours enjoying a little shopping, but most impolantly. we enjoyed the companionshrp ofthe saints.
As we made our way to the
church Saturday evening, we were
happy to see so many of our young
people cheerfully awaiting the meeting. Our young brothers and sjsters
greeted us warmly and seemed eager
to ask their questions. To start,
Brother Dennis read a bit from the

brothers, and family members impacts
our children's views toward the
Church and also influences their
actions in society.
Before Brother Luis dismissed
the meeting, Brother Dennis assigned
the young brothers and sisters
homework for our Sahrrday night
meeting. Their assignment was to

Minister's Manual, vihich generâted a
question from one ofour young sisters
who asked, "Who w¡ote that book?"
He explained our Minister's Manual
was a guide for all ofour ministers
tkoughout the Church and that ou¡
Church is the same in Guatemala, as i
is in America and tkoughout the
world. Throughout this meeting, many

A nessaüe

from the"
$eventy

AVisitTo Guatemala
By Brolher Chatman K. Young
On 20 February 2003, I had the
wonderful privilege of visiting the
Saints in Guatemalâ City, Guafemala.
Brolhers Luis Marroquin and Dennis
Moraco met me at the airport, and
right away, I could feel the Spirit of
brotherhood as we made our way to
Brother Luis' home.
Upon entering their home, Sister
Darlene greeted me as if I were a
ìong lost brother. The home

ofour

brother and sister was filled with
warmth, love, and sharing, as they
made me feel welcomed in giving me
free rein oftheir abode, stating,
"Brother Chat, you are at home." We
started

"Attitude ." I pondered for a moment
on the attitude of the saints. I considered the topics our brothers had
discussed, which had a great deal io
do with our attitude toward our roles

offthe following day with

prayer at the church building and then
proceeded to visit members ofthe
church in their homes, having prayers
that God i¡/ould continue to provide
for their needs and bless them as they
hold onto the word ofGod.
A Friday evening meeting was
held at the church. Brothers Luis,
Dennis and I met with the brothers
upstairs, discussing the roles and

responsibilities ofbrothers in various
aspects of life and what the Lord
requires ofus. Sister Darlene led
discussions with our sisters in the
main sanctuary. I must say that I
enjoyed the input ofour brothers on

our subject matter. As we reassembled in the main sanctuary, Sister
Darlene had just concluded her
meeting with the sisters. As we took
our seats, I noticed the word
"Actitude" written on the board,
which translated into English means

Brothers, sisters and famil¡es that attend the Mission.

'

rnterestlng questions v/ere posed to us

by our brothers and sisters. It was a
very successful meeting, as some of
their concems were, and we got to
know them a little better by ínteracting with ihem during this question and
answer session. We paused from our
meeting to dine on pizza and soda and

just to socialize with one another. This
was a very enjoyable time evidenced
by the love and fellowship that sprang
forth between the saints, while
enjoying our pizza feast. When we
dismissed for the evening, we again
looked forward to meeting with the
Saints on Sunday morning.
Sunday moming, I was agaín
pleased to find our brothers and
sisters waiting for the morning meeting to begin. It was wonderful to see
how eager the saínts were to hear the

word ofGod come forth. The Lord
provided us with a beautiful Sunday
moming. As I looked around the
room, I estimated that we had about
42 people in attendance. Our young
Deacons stood in the rear of the
building during the service to assist
anyone who may have a need, and to
keep order (which was not needed
because of the humbleness of the
saints and the love expressed in the
meeting). The young sísters sang
songs ofpraise for us at the beginning
of fhe meeting.
B¡other Luis asked that I open
the meeting since it was my first visit
to Guatemala. As I spoke, I remembered a question one ofour brothers
asked Saturday night, "Does the
Church have a dress code?" I spoke
on the dress code that the word of
God had given us, "Put on the whole
Armor of God." Brother Luis translated as I spoke. I was followed by
Brother Dennis, who continued to
speak on the same topic, and we
were closed-out by Brother Luis
speaking to us in Spanish. Yet, the
spirit was the same thoughout.
"Vy'hat a fellowship, what ajoy
divine" seemed to penetrate our
hearts as the spirit of God was felt by
all. The saint's love manifested itseìf
one towards another in this meeting
and I wanted to prolong it because of
this very spirit.
The sisters had prepared a great

Brother Luis Marroquin, Brother Dennis Moraco, and Brother Chat young

Brother Chat Young and Brother Dennis Moraco on a home v¡s¡t.
Guatemalan dinner for after the
meeting for our further enjoyment.
The sisters are as gifted in the kifchen
there, as our sisters are jn America.
After d ining suffìciently, Brothers
Luis, Dennis and I met with Sister and
Brother Juarez relative to our sister's
call to become a Deaconess and our

brother's call to the office of

a

Teacher. As we talked to our brother,
we could feel the humbleness, love,
and joy flowing from him. Our
brother was scheduled to work that
day, but his destre to come to church
(Continued on page 4)

FollowMe
By Brother Jt¡hn Bordeaux
Herndon, Yirginia Branch
When Christ began to select His
disciples, He chose ordinary PeoPle

who had families and had to work for

a living just as we do. But these men
dropped all and followed Him. The
Gospel according to Malthew (4:8-22)
says, "And Jesus, walking bY the sea

of Galilee, saw two btethren, Simon
called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea: for theY
were fishers. And he saith unto them,

'Follow me, and I will make You
fishers of men.' And they straightway
Ieft their nets, and followed him. And
going on from thence, he saw other
two breth-ren. James the son of Zebedee, and Joli his brother in a shrp with
Zebedee their father, mending thcir
nets; and he called them. And theY
immediately left the ship and their
father, and followed him." Matthew
was called in a similar manner. Matthew 9:9 states, "Ald Jesus Passed
forlh from thence, he saw a man,
named Matthew, sitting at the receipt
of custom: and he saith unto him,

'Follow me.' And he arose, and
followedhim."
These men made a sacrifice to
follow the Savior and be taught bY
Hím. Likewise, we must make a
commitment and follow Christ. Our
baptism and confirmation are not the
endbut the beginning ofourjoumeY
down the road to salvation and eternal
life. We must give up the vain things of
this world and be about the business
ofserving God with all ourheart, mind,
soul and strength. To do less is actually
a disservice. Are we tnrly giving it our
all? Are we heeding the call, Follow
me?

This brings me to the sermon
preached by Brother David Jordan at
the General Church Conference on
Sunday April 13, 2003. He spoke about
nol being satisfied wlth his commitment to the King. Brother David has a
flourishing career as an attomeY,
makes lots of money, wíth the Prospects of a very bright future. But that

isn't for him - he wants to serve God
better. He feels that mammon has a
more prominentplace ín his life than
he likes, so he is giving up this career
and rededicating his life to serving
God.

Brother David Nolfi spoke
passionately and forcefully on the
same subject at Imperial, Pennsylvania
that Sunday night. He talked about
how we become consumed with
material things, which diminish our
dedication to Christ. Brother Nolfi
marveled at the courage shown bY
Brother Jordan in making the change.
Äre we serving God or mammon? If
we are seruing maûìmon, can we
make the change and follow Him?
Again in the Gospel of Matthew,
Chnst teaches His disciples, saying

(Matthew 16:24-27),"If anY man will
come after me, let him denY himself,

"Our baptism and confirmation are not the end but the
beginning of our iourneY
down the road to salYation
and eternal life."

and take up his cross, and follow me.

For whosoever will save his life shall
lose it: and whosoeverwill lose his life
for my sake shall fìnd it. For what is a
man profited, ifhe shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? Or what

in exchange for his
of man shall come in
For
the
Son
soul?
the glory ofhis Father with his angels;
and then shall he reward every man
according to bis works." Follow Him in
the true meaning of the call and lay up
your treasure in Heaven, for Christ
also sard (Matthew 19:21), "If thou wilt
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come

shall

a man give

and follow me."

When I made my covenant with
God just over a year ago, I asked
myself, how can I sele God in a waY
that would be pleasing to Him - how

can I follow Christ, what are mY nets
that must be cast aside? I haven't
found the total answer yet, but I know
there are some things we can all do,
Read the scriptures and pray dailY,
keep the commandments, visit the sick
and elderly, attend meetin gs faithfully,
contribute to the Church, have ingrained in our hearts the attributes thal
Christ espoused rn the beatitudes,

whlch will allow us to be blessed
(Matthew 5:3 -5:12).If we do these

things, we will have made a small step
toward followingHim.

AVisitto Guatemala
continued from Pâge 3

won out over his natural employment.
He felt a need to be in church. We
then spoke to our sister (his wife), who
had an experience the night before of
her mother, who was a dutiful member

before her demise. In this dream, her
mother told her to follow after hcr in
the Church. She felt good about this
dream and shared it wìth her husband,
telling him that she didn't know what
was in store for her because this was
her first experience in which she had
dreamed ofher mother in relationship
to the Church. It became apparent to
me that since vr'e were unable to meet
with them the day before, God's
schedule supercedes man's schedule
every time, for He blessed our sister
with the dream about serving His
Church. As our sister's tears flowed,
so did mine. We laid hands on our
brother and sister and prayed for the
Lord to bless their upcoming duties. A
15-year-old young lady (Marta Manvilla) asked for her baptism, which was
another highlight ofour day. "This was
indeed the day the Lord made, for we
rejoiced and were glad in it."
As all good things must come to
an end, Brother Luis drove Broiher ,
Dennis and me to the airport. MY
prayer was with the saints as we left
Guatemala for home. May God
J

continue to bless and kcep our mission
in Guatemala.
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shall be carried upon their shouklers. And kings sha be thy nursing
fatheís, anã the¡r
queens thy nursing moÍhers .. , " (1't Nephi 21:22-23).
Naturally speaking, when a mother nurses her children, she is giving ofherserfto that chird.
She isnot givrng the child anythingextemal (like formula) but is actuily giving the child
what
is produced insìde ofher. It is amazinghowGod creatcdhumans and anirials;ith
this ability,
and it sustains their child¡en until they are old enough to digest solid food and eaton their.owí.
This scripture uses this as a metaphor for how we, as iaintS of God, must approach oui
wiûressing to others. Specifically, it points to how we as Gentìles, wÍro have iåceived the
restored Gospel, must begin to go out and spìritually "nurse" those wbo are ofthe I{ouse of
Israel.
on_arecent missionary hip to Dominica,I witnessed this "literally." we were near the ocean
and several ofthe Dominican children began stepping on "sea eggs." These are sea creatures
with spinypricks surrounding their bodies. whenyoustep on thenr;your feet are pierced wìth
these painful spines. It seemed almost like a natuial reacìion that one ofour sistèrs
who was
traveling wìth us on this trip, began to literallypickthe children up andcarrythemin her arms
away fromthe water in order to setthemdown andpull thesepainiuì spines, o.re by one, frãm
their feet. The Dominican adults looked on in awe. Theyjokingly.cailed her, ,,sister Foot."

When we come into the Gospel and make a commitment to serve Him, we are making
a
commitment to serve others. It is the onry way to prove our conversiorr. it is not
simply be a good person. God has commanded us throughout a the scriptures to love
"nough-to
àiheis
as we would love ourselves. The Book of Mormon uses this beautiful metaphor
to herp us
understandjust how deep this love must be. Itis mo¡e thanjust being kind to oii,".., o.ruflnt
nice things to them. we must demonshate amuch deeper lôve for tñem, car.ying them lí oui
arms and literallygiving them something from within ui. Spiriruaìlyspeaiing,
the"spirit ofGod
is what is within_us. only the spirit would cause this sistèr to reait so nattiãlly tie
way she
did to these children.
Interestingly, there comes a time when nursing must come to an end and a child must
be able
to eat on.hisAer own. Spiritually speakrng, it is the same way. When those whom we
have
'nursed" into theGospelbegin to becomestrong, thenitis time to let them grow on theirãwn.
Our role changes into that ofa support person. I remember severat yea.s tu"k ln àrrl"gion
when many ofthe seed ofJoseph began coming into the church. îhe brothers
an¿ siiei,
"nursed" them until the time câmevhen_they began to àccept the Gospel, una
coJ uegan to
give them responsibilities in the church lii<e Deacons, Dàaconesses,
Teachers und'"u"n
Elders.. Itwasnow time to "let go,,and act as â support for them. To this day, th;y
forgetthe extremelovethatwas shownto themduringthattime.
because the love that was shown to_ them was so gieat. They thought peihrp,
*" *rni"ã
their money orwantedto stear their children, Then lhey lea-"äthutthi, i, u lovethat
is much
deeper than they everknewbefore. Manypeople todaycannot comprehend
this kind ofrove.

";;;r;;
Infact,mani;#;õi"il;

P.O. Bor 1892

BOX30, BRIDcEWATER,
0030.

"Tltus

saith the Lord God: Behold
lift up mine hand ¡o the Gentiles, and set up
my s.la.ndard to the people; and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughrc;s

48rrt

Let us.truly be nursing mothers and
to everyone we meet. we especia y have been
_fathers
commissioned to go to the House of Israel. Those of the House of Israei who
ó;
generally live in pove¡ty, and so to them, we are like kings and queens. yet,
how beautiful is
itwhen a kingor a queen w r sacrifice it all, rove andnurie somËone, untiltil. auy*rrån
*,Ç
are grown and THEY can be a nursing mother or fathe¡ to someone else.

hr;;;i

prei the engravings.
The stone gave an account of a

The

King named Coriantumr, and the
millions ofhis people who had lived
and died since the days ofthe Tower
of Babel. lt told of God's mighty
power. The original group followed a
man named lhe Brother of Jared.

Children's

across the ocean in eight barges that
rode up and down , buried in sea

Corner

cur¡ents. It \¡/as an amazing joumey

By Sister Janel Bork

The Ancient Records
(Omni l:18-23)

Dear friends,
Can you imagine what it would be
like not to be able to read or ''üite?
What if you never were tâught how to
serve God or about God's rules of

loving and asking others for forgiveness? How would you know about

baptism, miracles, or heaven?
In the Book of Mormon and Bible
days, many ancient records were kept
on plates or sheets ofbrass or gold or
other metals. When the people of Lehi
came to this land, they brought brass
plates with their history and the laws
of God written on them. When they
split into two groups, the Nephites and
the Lamânites, the Nephites who
served God, kept the precious brass
plates. This knowledge kePt them
close to God
One big thing that separates us
from other churches is the fact that we
believe in two great ancient books that
teach us about God. They are the
Bible from the tribe of Judah and the

Book of Mormon from the tribe of
Joseph. Another thing is that we are
looking forward to the day when more
ancient records from the other ten lost
tribes are discovered and given to us to
learn and study and be th¡illed about.
When will we get these books?
you ask. The Book of Mormon saYs
when we Gentiles are so righteous, lìke
the Brother of Jared was, when we
are more hungry for these Powerful
records ofGod's dealings, when we
are more loving and good towards
each other, then God will bring them

forth.

Where are these books? You ask.
Only the Lord knows who has them
already, or where they may be safelY
buried or hidden.
And now, I ask you, "What ifYou

couldn't read?" In the Book of
Mormon, King Benj amin taught his
sons to read ancient Eglptian Miting
so that they could read the brass plates
that their forefathers had brought over
from Jerusalem over five hundred
years earlier. These plates taught
them about God, like our Old Testament part of the Bible teaches us.
They included the laws of Moses,
and much information about the
mysteries of God.
King Benjamin also taught his
sons to read the plates of Nephi which

that landed them on these shores.
Then the ancient engravings told
the sad story of a nation ofpeople who
began hating each other and had war
after war. Even little children, women,
and old people fought each other with
hatred. They ignored the preachers
who told them to follow God's laws
and stop. They finally killed each other
all off. The land Northward was
covered with bones and the ruins of
their fine cities.
Then about eighty years later
when King Mosiah had died, his
grandson, Mosiah, had grown up into a
man who loved and served God. This
King Mosiah was called a seer. A
Seer is greater than a prophet. God
(Continued on Page 1 1)

,

contained the records and the sayings
oftheir people from the time they left
Jerusalem untíl their day and time.
Each king or ruler of the Nephite people was told to record powerful prophecies and things from God. Some of
them did, and some of them admitted
they were men who sinned who simPlY
passed the book on to the next leader.
Some of them also wrote that it \¡/as
hard to do the engravings so they only
wrote a tiny part of what theY had
experienced fiom God.
King Benjamin had a father
named King Mosiah (he also named
one of his sons Mosiah). Both
Mosiahs were men who loved to serve
God and learn about his mysteries.
\Mhen the first Mosiah was king, a
huge stone covered with strange
engravings was brought to him to read.
It was carved and engraved in an
ancient language that no one knew.
But King Mosiah knew to ask God,our
Creator, for heìp. And by the gift and
the power of God , Mosiah did inter-
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used as needed and $3,000 was
donated to the FMOC. It was reported that nearly $3,300 has thus far
been raised for the Special Project.
After a lovely luncheon provided by
the Atlantic Coast and a time

Atlantic Coast Hosts
General Ladies' Uplift
Circle Conference
By Sister Karen L. Progar
General Circle Editor
The General Ladies' Uplift Circle
met in conference on Saturday, April
26, 2003 in the Hopelam Branch.
The meeting was appropriately begun
with the singing of Make Me a
Blessing. Since the inception of the
Circle, the sisters have always sought
to be a blessing in whatever project
they have been requested to provide
finances for or whatever endeavor
they have chosen to support.
Sister Lorraine DeMercurio, Vice
President, began our conference reminding us to be perfect, even as
Chríst is perfect. SisterArlineWhitton,
President, then welcomed everyone
and stated that she loved seeíng everyone, concluding by saying that it is in
loving that the heart is blessed.
After the officers and area presidents presented their reports, the
collection was taken and added to our
Special ProjectFund, which will be
used to purchase a van for Venezuela.
Our business included a report on the
2004 Fellowship Weekend to be held in
the Southeast A¡ea.
A r€quest was made that each
Home Circle make name tags to be
wom at General Circle Conferences.
(Sisters, get crafting so that you can be
ready for October's meeting,)
Sister Lorraine then shared a
request from the Nigerian Team. A
motion was made to send $300 for the
purpose ofproviding trânsportation

assistance for our Nigerian sisters. A
donation of$1,000 for tbe San Carlos
Mission Home was made with the
$

1,900 balance in the lndian Mission

Fund being sent to the AMOC to be

fellowship.

of

the program,

"Expressions
of Joy," was presented by the Area
and enjoyed by all those who attended.
Each Local Circle presented a segment of the program. Sister Alyse
Suska sang, Hß Eye Is on the Spar-

row, accompamed, on the flute by hei
mother, Sister Alice Suska. Other
special selections included; I{ow
Great Thou Art, sung by Sister JoAnn
Catalano. a violin solo ofPassing
Over the Perils by Sister April
Calabro and a piano and harp duet of
Ilhat a Friend by Sister Sherry
Curtain and Sister Flo Lombardo. The
program was concluded with, -/o¡
Joy, Joy, Down in My Heart, which
we alì felt "down in our hearts."
It is nlly wonderful to have the
opportunity to enjoy the fellowship of
our sisters throughout the Church.
Join us on Saturday, October 11ú in
Greensburg, Pennsylvania and personally enjoy that fellowship.

communicated to us the many aspects
oftheir culture and the conditions they
are coirf¡onted with in their daily lives.
We heard ofthejoy and blessings our
brothers and sisters in Venezuela
experience when our brothers and
sisters from the USA visit there and
share the Gospel ofJesus Chrisf with

them. They are so appreciative ofthe
concem and love conveyed to them in
many varied ways.
The reason for our focus on
Venezuela was to assist them financially in their dire need for a vehicle
(van). We were able, with this fundraisìng event, to present Sister Joyce
Ross with a check to aid rn the purchase of this vehicle for Venez.¡ela to
be used for their spiritual and natural
needs. Brother Don Ross, Chair-

person ofthe Venezuela Committee,
expressed his thanks and sincere
gatitude to those in attendance for
their support of this work. Our
Youngstown Circle Sisters were most
appreciative of those who supported
thismissionary endeavor.
The Youngstown Circle enjoys
reading and studying God's Holy Word
and strives to help and encourage one
another lor opporlunities for meaningful service to our fellow persons.

Youngstown, Ohio

Ladies'Circle
By Sister

Teresa J. Pandone

On Saturday, May 3, 2003, the
Youngstown, Ohio Ladies' Uplift
Circle hosted the 2nd Founder's Day
Tea at The Piccadilly Victorian Tea
Parlour in Canfield, Ohio. Thirty-eight
(38) women were in attendance, the

majoritybeing our friends and family
members. We enjoyed and shared a
wonderful evening of fellowship.
Our theme and focus fo¡ thE
evening was Venezuela. Our President, Sister Eve Berardino, introduced
our guest speaker, Sister Joyce Ross,
who shared with us her visits to
Venezuela and told ofthe missionary
work being done in that region. She
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concoction ofBrother Jim "Jimmy
Joe" Draskovich known as a mountain
pie, composed ofpie filling, bread, and
butter, prepared within an iron over the
fire.
a

Brenfr anC
l[iorion ilowr

Finding Faith in the
Woods
By Brother Peter Benyola
We often enjoy sermons on many
of the thrngs the Lord has in store for
us conceming the coming of the
Peaceful Reign, and so forth. Our
area camping weekend had a different

focus. The theme of the weekend was
"Good Old Faith," that element of our
spiritual lives whose absence renders
everything we are taught meaningless.
Saints from all comers of our
Southeâst Region gathered at Myakka
State Park on March 28, 2003 to rough
it ovemight, fellowship with one
another, and hear the Word of God.
After we arived with our coolers and
tents, we enjoyed God's creation,
canoeing and walking the nature trails,

The rest of the aftemoon was spçnt
doing nolhing in parlicularbut enjoying
one another's company.
Saturday evening, after sharing a

wonderful meal with everything from
fried catfish and sausage with peppers
to peânut butter andjelly, we were
blessed with the visit ofBrother Dan
and Sister Dolores Picciuto of the San
Carlos, Arizona Mission, whom Forest
I{ills and Cape Coral had in their midst
for several weeks during their vacation. Brother Dan related several
stories of how the Holy Spirit has been
ever present in his missionary work.
Blâtant witness by him and others of
the power of God has reaffirmed his
faith time and time again during the
potentially lonely and challenging
undertaking of doing missionary work.
We managed to provide light and a
makeshift pulpit for Brother Dan so he
could read the scripture in the pitch
darkness ofthe woods, although we
almost set his book on fire (not really).
He was visiting the Cape Coral branch
the following moming, so we closed
our evening meeting and he took his

leave ofus. We proceeded to sing
praises around a campfire and enjoyed

a

The Sunday meeting was held in
nearby pavilion with many showers

ofblessings flowing from above - our
first rainfall ofthe weekend. The
Sunday School was taught by Brothers
Bryan Griffith and Corey Morris. The
subject was, of course, faith, and the
parable of the mustard seed was discussed. Elders present at the meeting
were Brothers David Checchi our
SEMBA Chaplain, Brother Isaac
Smith our GMBA Chaplain, Brother
Scott Griffith and Brother Phil Benyola.

Brother David showed us that sometimes when we pray for something,
God sometimes says no to us. We
need to have faith that there is a reason why we a¡e sometimes denied
what we want and that God always
has a plan for us. Brother Phil explored a different facet of faith, as he
shared the story of the woman with
the issue ofblood. Though this woman
was stricken with an illness for many
years, she had tremendous faith and
beliefthat all she had to do was touch
the garment ofher Savior and all

would be well.
The saints who came to be fed
left ready to face the world for a while
longer.

lnner City Branch,
Detroit, Michigan
ChurchDedication
October 20,2002
The day the members of the
lnner City Branch of Detroit, Michigan
had long awaited finally came to pass
on October 20, 2002 at the dedication
oftheir new buildingat 4720 Porter
Street. The branch is located in the

middle of the Hispanic community of
the city of Dehoit. The members of
the branch have a great desire to
reach out to the "Seed of Joseph" in
this community that they might enjoy
the blessings thât God has for each

and every one of them.
Many visìtors from the Region
were there. We had visitors from as
far away as Mexico, Califomia,
Nebraska, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
Canada. We started our moming with
community singing including several
selections from fhe Songs of Zion.
Opening prayer was offered by
Apostle Peter Scolaro.
Brother Steve Champine began
the service by recalling the efforts of
the Inner City Branch to build their
building, and stated "Ahh, we knew the
day would come." He recalled that at
the beginning ofthe year, when our
property was finally purchased, we
walked from the school building that
we were meeting in do\ryn to the
property singing, lV'e're Marching to
Zion. He also related the Inner City

Branch's history th at s1'2lrted in 1977 at
the Rex Hotel, and how we then
moved to the comer of Brookl¡m and
Temple into a very large old church
building. we ultimately sold that
building, and rented the basement from
the new ow¡er until he sold the building and it was demolished. For the

past four years, the lnner City Branch
was meeting at the Maybury Elementary School's gymnasium. He also
related the vision that Brother Joe
Milantoni had in regards to the work in
the Inner City, starting with the Urban
Indian Committee. The fìrst Urban
Indian Committee consisted of Brother
Joe Milantoni, Brother John Shaccia,
Brother Dick Lobzun, Brother Tony
Gerace, and Brother Roy DePemo.

At the dedicaiion, a vision was had
that Brother Tony Gerace, who was
unable to come to the dedication, was
sitting with the ministry.
President ofthe Region, Brother
Lyle Criscolo related how he kept
encouraging us over the long waiting
period that ourbuilding would get built.
Apostle Dominic Thomas, President,
ofthe Church, spoke and said that he
was happy the Brothers of the Inner
City picked up the work that the
Brothers of the Urban Indian Commil
tee started. He said that they were
involved in keeping God's work alive,
and there isjoy in doing God's work.
Apostle Paul Palmieri gave the prayer
ofdedication in which the gift of

tongues \ryas spoken. Apostle Peter
Scolaro followed and told us that
"Jesus is our model. Diligence is what
makes sinners different from saints.
We cannot be casual about the work in
the Inner City. We have the Divine
Nature. Be diligent to move forward."
Brother Dominic asked the
members ofthe Inner City Branch to
come forward and he offered a prayer
for them. The Inner City Choir then
sang several songs, which included, Zo
See the Morning Light, Standìng on
Holy Ground, and Gratis Das.
Brother Dave DiBattista, General
Church Trustee, then presented a new
Book of Mormon to the l¡ner City

Branch.
Brother Larry, Sister Rosanne
and Sister Jennifer Champine sang the

song, Correrstonq which was a
wonderful selection for this special
day.
Brother Steve Champine told of
many experiences that we had in the
building ofthe Inner City Branch. He
told ofhow the Branch had fasted for
a month asking for God's direction and
the many experiences that were had
because of the fast.
The brothers and sisters from

Tijuana, Mexico, came forward along
with the Spanish speaking members of
the Inner City Branch and closed with
the song, Bendiciones a Jose.
Closing prayer was offered by
Brother Alex Gentile.
It was decided that on this very
special day, two meetings would be
held because ofthe large number of
people that were expected to..come
and share in the joy with the members
ofthe Inner City Branch. The Spirit
that was felt in the morning service
continued into the evening, and it was
wonderful to have the whole day to
share in God's blessíngs.

Lake worrh,
By

Sister Josie
,.r

Ftorida

I

not worlhy lo unloose... "
John did the will ofGod in bap-

tizing Jesus, the heavens were opened
unto him and a voice from heaven said
"This is my beloved son in whom I am
well pleased."
We were told of the tkee temptations of Jesus and of how He
withstood each one. The Devil was
unsuccessful in tempting the Lord,
being an example to us that.v/e can
wjthstand anything with Jesus on our
side. Brother Gene stated that serving
God means success in our lives, without Him we cannot do anything.
He then spoke of Jesus and the
woman at the well. "Jesus quenched
her thirst by giving her living water.
He will quench the thirst within anyone

who desires

a drink ofthis living
water. Fill my cup Lord and make me
whole! Let Jesus find a resting place
in our hearts. Let him wash away our
sins and set us free, lhat we mav be
free indeed
We then walked with Jesus as he
spoke ofthe Nobleman and the healing
ofhis son, and ofmany other miracleJ
performed by Jesus.
We walked with Him at His
hiumphant entry into Jerusalem, the
Last Supper, the prayer in Getbsemane, the denial ofPeter, the Crucifixion. Jesus was tormented and heated
with much shame, yet He still asked
the Father to "forgive them, for they
know not what they do.,'

,.-oi"niiJj:::0",äïïff ff Ë"
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they came to the tomb on the third day
and found the stone rolled away, and
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am the right and the rire
worìd, I am Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end" (3rd Nephi

9:18).

Brother Gene Perri opened our servjce
this beautiful Easter Sunday asking
that we rake â walk with him through
the life ofJesus today. Brother Gene
then began with the üfe ofJesus, when
he was 12 years old and then on to the
baptism by John the Baptist.
"Behold the lamb of God, who
taketh away the sins of fhe
world. .. whose shoes latchel am

to be not afiaid, y" såk Jesrs of
Nazareth, whicúïas crucifìed, He is
not her", u" o.i..n, jå und tell the

disciples and Peter.

The Resurrection! He rose
from the dead and many of the saints
who died arose with Him. Jesus
arose for you and for me. Weeping
may endure for the night butjoy
cometh in the morning!
We then walked witb Cleopas
and the other disciple on the roaà to
Emmaus while they talked of the
things that happened as Jesus drew
near to them but they knew Hìm not.
They conversed together of what was
wdtten in the scripture conceming Him
and when they arrived at the village
where they w€nt they constrained Him
to stay with them that night. When
they sat down to eat He took bread
and broke and blessed it. Then their
eyes were opened and they knew Him
and He vanished out of their midst.
They said: "Didn't our hearts bum
within us by the way as He spoke lo

us?"
The plan ofsalvation is for

everyone. You too can walk with l{im
today. Come to Jesus with a broken
heart and contrite spirit and remember
that Jesus loves you and He wants
you. Can we imagine the day when we
shall rise to meet Him in the air?
Imagine it and never forget it, for if we
are faithful it will surely come to pass.
The Baldwin family honored us wíth
singing Follow Me. A wonderful spirit
was fell by all. Jesus is asking everyone to follow Him and He will give us
rest and peace.
Brother Gene extended a welcome to those who r¡r'ere not baptized
yet to come and follow Jesus.
On Sunday April 27,h. The service was opened by Brother Carl
Romano; he expounded on the spirit of

God. It must be in our midst continually
and an invitâtion is extended to all to
"Come taste the grass on the summit,"
where the grass is much sweeter to
our taste buds. Brother Carl exhorted
unto us to do the will of God in worrhiness. It is a $eat joy to be in the
Cospcl Restored. It leads and guides
us through life. This Gospel will not
fail; it is filled wilh rhe li;ing warers
needed to survive. It will show us the
way ofsalvation, ifonly we are willing
(Continued on Page 10)

Lake Worth, FL
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someone He can use."

I

to receive. We have to keep the faith
and be good cxamples to the \¡/orld

around us. "People Need the Lord!"
Brother Mike Radd continued and
read from Mormong:28-29. "Be wise

in the days ofyour probationl strip
yourselves from all uncleannessl ask
not, that Ye may consume lt on Your
lust, but ask wllh a fìrmness unshaken,
thatve will vicld to no temptation, but
that ve willierve the true and living
God. See that Ye are not baptized
unworthily; see that ye partake not of
the sacrament of Christ unworthily. ."

In the Word we find instructions that
we mav altain Perfection when we
stand úefore our heavenly father. His
wo¡d and His GosPel is sure and
should be grounded and rooted deeply
within our hearls and souls. In the
scriptures we find many excellent role
moáels to follow and to keep us on the

rightpath.
Brother Gene invited everyone to
come and Partake of the Word of God
and the life-giving waterthat will bring
us to etemal life. The Gospel will lead
us along the way as we endeavor to
serve him fullY.

News from Sterling
Heights Michigan
By Sister Anild ZnoY
On February 23, 2003 we had
manv visitors at our branch despite the
l0 iúches ofsnow that had faìlen the
nieht before. TheY were there to
wi"tness the ordination of Brother Sam
Cuomo into the ministry'

Brother LYle Criscuoìo, Region
President, oPened our meeting' He
compared the Bible to a mirror' He
shared with us that every momlng vr'e
get up and look in the mirror. If we
don't like it we chânge lt rtght away'
The Bible tells us the waY we should
be. We should make adjustments
accordingly. "God sees us for who we
are. We see weakness and God sees

Brothe¡ John DiBatista followed
Brother Lyle. He spoke about planting
the seeds. All vou have to ask someone is "I)o you know mY Jesus?" and
then give your testimony. Not everyone will accept it but you plant a seed
and the love ofGod will help it grow
When we laY hands on our brother
todav he will be obligated to spread the
work ofGod. That is the job of the
minishy.
Alter the luncheon and a good
fellowship with the saints, Brother
Peter Scolaro sPoke ofthe Cuomo
familv in Windsor and reflected on the
times he visited the¡e as a child.
Brother Sam Cuomo had a wonderful
beginning in the Church at the Windsor
Brãnch. Brother Peter answered the
question ofwhy now ¿nd not earìier'
He exolained that being chosen for the
minis¡f is a total calling. It is both
simple and complex. This ministry
helis all of us become one with the
Father.

Brother LYle sPoke of making
adiustments to reach our goal. "We
máke them continuously Brother Sam

flock. He is like a
servant who will care for his Master.
He will go out of his waY to care of
them. It will take all of us deciding to
fulfill our callings to serve together'"
Brother Sam DiFalco stated that
the Lo¡d chooses who will serve LIim'
It takes a lot ofprayer. Brother Sam

will

feed the

t¡/ere had
shared the experiences that
chosen
had
that told us that God
Brother Sam Cuomo.
The first was a dream that

Brother Lou Visconti had. Inhis
dream he and Brother Spencer Everett
were at the sacrament table breaking
the bread. When he looked up again, it
was Brother Sam standing there and
he offered the prayer over the bread'
The second was a dream that
Brother John St¡accia had. Brother
John dreamed that Brother Sam was
standing in abright light from above'
He looÈed up and heard a voice say, "I
am preparing him." He saw Sister
Kim, his wife, standing off to one side
and disinterested. Sam tumed to her
with his hand extended She came to
him to stand in the light with him'
The third was an exPerience that

Brother Larry Henderson had
Brother Larry sâid that âfter a fasting
and prayer meeting of the ministry, he
had nraved to the Lord asking who
úe called. He asked the Lord if
"ttould
he could know his name He heard
the Lord speak to him and saY,
"Brother Sam Cuomo." Brother Lary
wrote the name on a Piece of PaPer
and took it with him to the next Elders

meeting. He presented the Piece of

paper a-fter his name was announced

confirmation.
Brother Lou Vitto washed
Brother Sam's feet and Brother Lou
Visconti ordained him. After the
congregation sang To the llork,
Brother Peter Scolaro laid hands on
Sister Kim for the strength to be a
minister's wife.
Brother Sam Cuomo testified that
he was crateful to God for being raised
in the C"hurch. He shared lhât some of
as a

the members that he grew uP with
were there todaY and manY of them
also hold offices in the Church. He told
the young People to stick together;

"Yóu have

a wonderful church

"

He

continued by saying," Ten years ago I
was not readY. Now at 52 I feel the
need to do more for the Lord. Brother
Dominic Thomas came to me in a
dream and said I needed to fast and
pray about mY calling while I was in
Florida. It has been nine years since
ihen and I feel like part ofthe family
here. The night Brother Sam DiFalco
told me I'd been chosen I had a dream
and in my dream, mY mother was
smiìing at me. She looked younger and
she didn't say anYthing, shejust

smiled."
Brother Dominic Thomas rejoiced
in his new minister. He told Brother
Sam that his ministrY is the whole

Church. He closed our meeting bY
directing us to keep the peace of God
prevalent in our churches and missions.
be united and Pure of heart in a
righteous and loving home, have the
illumination ofGod's SPirit, andbe
willing to go to do His work. He also
encouraged us to love Him with all
vour heart, mind, soul and strenglh, and
io love one another and His Church.
The Church is full of the gift's, blessings and the Spirit ofGod

Ordination in Atlanta,
Georgia

After the grovp sang To the
Ilork, Brother p.on told of the unity
that the B¡anch Priesthood felt at

By Sister Bonnie Kunkel

Brother Johnny's calling and how they
all know him to be ofa humble spirit

On Sunday, April 27, brothers and
sisters from the Atlanta. Georgia
Branch met for the ordination of
Brother Johnny Flores into the office
of Deacon.
The day began with some adversity, such as being locked out ofthe
building we rent and then being put into
a smaller room in whích to hold our
meeting. Quart€rs were a little tight for
the group but \¡/e managed and went
on to have a wonderful, spirii-filled day.
B¡other Ron Morle, Presiding Elder,
reminded us thât we can be more
blessed when overcoming adversity.
Sunday School began with the
singing of Good Morning, God. After
opening prayerby Brother Bill Kunkel,
we continued with singing and testrmonies. Sister Teresa Kunkel, assistant
superintendent for our Sunday School,
told us that she had, all week, wanted
to sing, sing, sing and indeed we did
today. Brother Cameron Staley closed
our Sunday School in prayer, and we
moved right into our Sunday Service.
Brother Johnny had many friends
and family members arrive to wibress
the ordaining ofour b¡other. Sister

Crystal and Brother Corrie Morris,
along with Desiree and Sara Ann,
came from Mid-Georgia to be with us.
We had a full room but there was still
plenty ofroom for the spirit to circulate.

Brother Mark Kovacic read from
Ephesìans 4:1 I -14 concerning ordinations. He told us how workers were
needed in days ofold and still today,
the need is there. The origínal Twelve

Apostles were called by Jesus to be
workers and they in tum, called more
workers. Deacons were ordained as
helpers, for both spiritual and physical
needs but a Deacon must exhibit
cefain qualities - humilityand love
with a quiet, soothingspirit, quickto
help God's people. Deacons shall work
together with other o¡dained offrcers
for the perfecting ofthe saints so that
they all may be as a sweet savor to
God in edifying the body ofChrist.

fìlled with love and a great desire to
work for the Lord. For the benefit of
visitors, Brother Ron went on to
explain the acl of washing feet.
Brother Ken Staley then washed our
brother's feet and we alI sang Ye llho
Are Called to Labor. Brother John
was then surrounded by the elders and
Brother Tom Jones led a prayer asking
the Lord's direction upon the ordination.
Brother Johnny was then ordained into
the office of Deacon by Brother Malcolm Paxon.
Given the opportunity to testiô/,
Brother Joh¡ thanked his mother and
stepfather for teaching him about the
love ofGod and for always supporting
him. He also thanked all ofthe brothers and sisters for taking him into the
"church family." His love for God and
the Church was very evid€nt as he
spoke.

This King Mosiah was given twentyfour golden plates to read. The plates
had been found by King Limhi,s men
in the ruins ofgreat cities in the

land Northward. They gave even
more information about the Jaredite

peoples'rise and fall.
The only person who could read
the ancient engravings was a man

of

God. ln our church, we krow that
God is the same yesterday, today, and
forever. When God has a plan, rt
happens. When God makes a promise,
he keeps it. He promised that the¡e
will be more ancient records and
geater knowledge comíng forth for us
to read, study and leam about. He has
promised us that another Seer, a
Choice Seer named Joseph will also
come forth. Many believe that this
will happen in our lifetimes. Keep
your heaÍs clean. Love and serve

cod.
Ancient records are coming forth.
Powerful days are ahead for those of
us who believe and serve our living
God.

Brother John's stepfather then
told us that Joh¡ sets a good example.

Withlove,

He has always been a good son, and
the focus of their home has always
been to have Christ in their lives so
that they may bring Christ to others.
Communion was served, and then
Brother Johnny's wife, Sister Melanie,
gave a brief testimony to her love of
God and her support fo¡ her husband.
She has no doubt he will do a sincere

Sister Jan

Children Blessed
Sophia Josephine, daughter

of

William and Sister Lori Sayavich, was
blessed on May 4, 2003 in the youngstown, Ohio Branch.

work for the Lord.
The meeting was closed and we
âs a gfoup ',¡r'ent to another location for
lunch. We all left for our homes being
filledboth spiritually and naturally and
thanking God for a wonderful day.

Steven Bodi and Tracy L¡,nn Sission
was blessed on April 20, 2003 in the
Lorain, Ohio Branch.

The Children's Corner

Tiemen Wade Eutsey, son of
Brother Milford and Sister Lindsay
Eutsey was blessed on March 2, 2003
in the Phoenix,Mesa, Arizona Branch.

Mariah Lynn Bodi, daughter

of

Continued from Page 6
gìves him special stones called Inter-

preters to be able to read ancient records. He can see into the past or the
future. He must be so close to God
that he would never abuse this power

Marisa L¡.nne Hamet, daughter
ofBrother Frank and Sister Shannon
Hamet was blessed onMarch 23,2003
in tbe Detoit, MichiganBranch#2.
(Continued on page 12)

Ordinatrons

ChildrenBlessed
Continued from Page l1

Antonia James Rivera, son of Jamcs Rivera and Elena
Paesani, was blessed on March 23, 2003 in the Redford,
MichiganMission.
Kayla Marie Rivera, daughter of James Rivera and
Elena Paesani was blessed on March 23, 2003 in the
Redford. Michigan Mission.
Isabella Louisa Bruno, daughter ofKenneth and
Schanel Bruno was blessed on April 13, 2003 in the
Redford, Michi gan Mission.
Hope Noel Yoder, daughter ofBrother Eric and Sister
Angela ioder was blessed on May 1 l, 2003 in the Imperial,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Victoria Ann Zaluski, daughter ofJennifer and Chuck
Zaluski was blessed on May 1 l, 2003 in the Imperial,
Pennsylvania Branch.
Giana Marie Palmierí, daughter of Btother Mark and
Sister Rilla Palmieri was blessed on March 30, 2003 in the
Plumbrook, Michigan Llranch.

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Brother Chuck Giles ofthe Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona
Branch was reinstated on February 23,2003.
Brother Nicholas Prokup was baptized on December
15, 2002 in the Liberty, Ohio Branch. He was baptizedby
Brother Ralph Cartino, ând was confirmed by Brother
Wayne Martorana.

Address Change
Name

Brother Anthony J. Dyer was ordained a f)eacon in
the Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch on December 1, 2002'
His feet were washed by Brother Ron Dyer and he was
ordained by Brother WallY Cihomsþ
B¡other Mike Pandone was ordained a Teacher in
the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch on March 30,
2003. His feet were washed by Brother Gary Champine
and he was ordained by Brother Don Pandone.
Brother Mario Zaccagnini was ordained a Teacher
in the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch on March 30,
2003. His feet were washed by Brother Richard Thomas
and he was ordained by Brother Tom Everett.
Brother Jordan Champine was ordaiùed a Deacon
in the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch on March 30,
2003. His feet were washed by Brother Larry Champine
and he was ordained by Brother Steve Champine.
Brother Eric Baez was ordained a Deacon in the
Inner City, Dehoit, Michigan Branch on March 30, 2003'
His feet were washed by Brother Claude Champine and he
was ordained by Brother Gary Champine.
Brother Jim DiFalco was ordained a Deacon in the
Inner City, Detroit, Mlchigan Branch on March 30, 2003'
His feet were washed by Brother Sam DiFalco and he was
ordained by Brother Richard Thomas.
Sister Donna Baez was ordained a Deaconess in
the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch on March 30,
2003. Her feet were washed by Sister Rachel Mora and
she was ordained by Brother

Dick Lobzun.

Brolher Ken Henderson was ordained a Deacon in
the Redford, Michigan Mission on April 27, 2003. His feet
were washed by Brother Bill Buffa and he was ordained by
Brother Dick Lobzun.
Brother Jeremy Sch¡oeder was ordained a Deacon
in the Redford, Michigan Mission. His feet were washed by
Brother Dominic DiBattista and he'¡/as ordained by
Brother Sarn DiFalco.

OBITUARIES

Address

GUY KARELLI
Phone

Brother Guy Karelli ofthe Roscoe, Pennsylvania
Branch passed on to his reward on April 26,2003. He is
suwived by his wife, Joelee; son, Guy A. Karelli; and one
grandson, Jason Karelli.
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Let This Mind Be In You
.

By Brother Jeffrey Gidnneui

The inspilation ofGod is a
blessed'and wonderful tool we have,
as servants of God to gain a greater
and deeper understanding ofGod's
will in our lives. Recently, while
preaching a sermon, the Lord inspìred me with an understanding of
several verses that had not occurred
to me in the past, though I had read
these verses many, many times.
This understandíng may not be new
to you, bút I felt it might be beneficial
and edifying to share what the Lord
brought to my mind. It is my prayer
the Lo¡d will bless you as you read
these wo¡ds and that with Hís help,
we each might apply them to our

lives.

Over the years in lessons and
serrnons, I have often used verses
from thê passaþe of Scrìpture found
in Philippians 2:5-71, "Ler úis tnind
be in you, which was also în Christ

Jesus; Ilho, being in the forn of
God, thought it not robbery to be
equal wilh GÒd; But made himself
of o repulation, and look upon
Irint tlte fonn ol a scrvant, and wts
made in lhe likenëss of men: And
being found in fashion ai u man,

he humbletl hirnself, and becarne
obedient unto death, even lhe

death on the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above
every name: Thal al lhe narne of
Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in
earlh, and lhings under lhe earlh;
And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father." A.s I
spoke, all of these verses taken
together revealed a new understanding of the meaning of "Let this mind
be in you."
Paul provides instruction to the
Philippians to "Let this mind be in you
whìch was aiso in Chrisi Jesus." This
admonition on its own is quite powerful and presents a lofty spiritual goal.
We are insiiucted to be like Christ,
model His thoughts and fully allow
His spirrt to direct our lives. However, as we leam in I Nephì 3:7, the
Lo¡d never issues a command ("Let
this mind be in you... ") unless he also
provides the way this command Òan
be accomplished. Paul gtves the
command and then clarifies the Ðpe
of mind Christ posscssed. In these
verses we are able to gain a deep
insight into exactly hôw the mind of
Christ operates,

8

In verse six of the second
cbapter of Philippians, Paul establishes
the g¡eatness ofChrist. making him
equal with God or in fact that He was
God (John 1 : I ). Literally transìated,
this verse conveys that ChIist's deity
was certain ând is a material truth.
Prior to His arrival on earth, Ch¡ist
was in a heavenly realm, in a place
and position equai and one with God.
In the Gospel of Matthew, we read
that Ckist was refeneil to as,
". ..Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God wrth us" (Matthew 1 :23).

After acknowledging the deíty
Christ, Paul moves to the rncredible

of

act ofsacrifice, humìlity and obedience

offered by our Lord in becoming man.
ln obedience to God, Christ emptied,
or divested Himself of His heavenly
glory and surroundings. He took upon
Himself the likeness of man in the
form of a servant. Whilc Jcsus Christ
never ceased to be one wlth God (see
John l7 or III Nephi l9:29), He clearly
laid His glory aside to become flesh, all
in obedience to God. Our miúds gannot fully comprehend the sacrifice
entarìed inrelinquishing the glory of
heaven fo¡ ou¡ sakes.
But this was not all, as a man,
Christ also humbled himself. As we
reàd in verses seven and eight, Hè
made himself a scrvanl. to all rnankind,
even unto death. "...He hutnbled
(Continued on Page 9)
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.secret killings ofthe lìoyal Nepal
army personnel, killings ofìnnocent
people in the hillsides by the communrsts, justrlike tbe Gadíanton robbers;
secret combinations ofcvil powers in
the natjon aie eminent in Nepal now
(Enos I :23, Mosiah 4: l, Helarnan 2,

Open Door for the Gospel in Nepal:
A Dream of Climbing Mount Zion
.1 vs. Moùnf Everest
By Brother,, Ran C. Baral
On Janûâry 25, 20Ôj, I was

visìting the house ofBÌbther Keh and
Sister Shâron Staléy. At the same
lime, there were some prqcious
brothers and sisters in the house;
B¡other Art and Sister Martha Gehly,
Brother Joel and Sister lluth Gchly,
and Brother John and Srster Cary)
DiBâttista, We had a very important
discussion about the urgency for us to
go to Nepal, the land of the HimaÌayan Mountains. Then, we retìred for

ighl's rest.
That night, I was deeply conccnred aboul thc work in Nepal,
Thcn, I prayed very fervently for thê
interventìon of the Lord to open the
rhc

n

door to the Gospel in that land. I
groaned and cried a lot by my bedside, We have been praying for this
for a very long time. I read the
following scripture prior to my prayer:

"Lord, how long wilt thou look
on? Rescae ny soul frorn llteir
deslruclions, my darling from the
lions, I will gtve thee thanlcs in lhe
grcal (o greg(ltion; l will praise
thee among much people, Let nol
lhem llmt are tnine enemies wronglully rejoice over me: neilher let
them wink with lhe eye that hate tne
withoul a car.ise " (Psalms 3 5:17),
As I began to pray, God would
give me scripture âs an answer to my
questions as follows:

How long, O Lord will I have to
be tested ând tried in America for so
many trials?

.

"O Lortl, how long shall I cry,
and thou wilt not hear! Even cry
out unto lhee of violence and thou
\rilt ot save! llhy dost tJtou shew
me iníquity, ancl cause me to behold
grievance? For spoiling and
violence are before me: and lhere
are lhat raise up slriþ and conlentlor " (Habakkuk I :2-3).

ànd

IIow long will you keep Nepal
under the hand ofthe Communists
and IIindu fanatìcs?

.

'

"Ht¡w long wilt thou forget ne, O
Lord? For ever? How long wih
thou hitle thy face frorn tne? How
long shall I take counsel in my
soul, having sorrow in my hea
daily? How.long shall mine enemy
be exalted over tne? Consider and
hear me, O Lord rny God; lighten
my eyes, Iest I sleeþ the sleep of
death; Lesl rnine enerny say, I have
prevailetl againsl hiÌn; and those
tJnt |rouble rne rejoice when I am
n ove d " (P salms 13 :1 -4).

.

"lIow long, Lord? Il/ilt thou

øngry

for

be

ever? ShaLl thy jealousy

burn like fire? "

(Psalm 79:5).

Frnally, God gave me one more
scripture as an answer to my pÌayers
and questíons above:

,

"Fnr a great door and effectual

is opened unlo me, but lhere are
nany adversaries " (I" Colinthians
l6:9),

While Paul was busy establisbing new congregations, he ìeamed
that his Christian communities back in
Corinth were in serious trouble. There
were reports of rivalry, immoral
behavior, and confusion over belief
and practice, factions in the churches,
as well as challenges to Paul's own
apostolic authonty. Likewise, in Nepal
we also have many kinds of adversarics such as communist insurgencìes.
growth and invasions ofhiding
terrorists from Pakistan, Alghanistan,
and India, growth of mosques, etc.
Moreover, in the royal palace lhere
are massacres ofthe king, the queen,
princes and princesses, and the whole

family of King Birendra. There are

3'd

i

Nephi I :27). Nonetheless, I

am so dchghted to gci these promising
verses from. the Lord:
.

. "Fear thou not, f,or I am with
thee: be not dismayed; .for I am thy
God; I will slrenglhen lhee; yea, I
will help thee wilJ? the right hand of
my righteousness " (Isaiah 41:10),
. "I will tnake lhee a new sharp
lhreshening inslrurnenl " (lsatah
41: l5).
. "Thou shalt be a blessing"
(Genesis 12:2).

,

"My presence shall go with lhee,
I will give lhee rest" (Exodtss
3314).

ancl

I rejoiced in these devotions that
God is opening the door for the Gospe'
in Nepal beyond the adversaries (1"

Corinthians 1 6:9; Luke 12:32;Helaman2:4,71-73; Mormon I : l8; and 4'h
Nephi l:42).
Conscquently. I had a dream in
the moming at about 4:30 a,m, After
the dream, I could not go to bed, I
started to wonder and ponder about
the plain and precious visions ofthe
dream. The dream and experience are
explained as follows:
I was standing on the top of the
mountain, which was called Mount
Zion. Then, I was peering down
below where I saw a long Iine of
people coming to the mountaintop.
However. there \¡r'as a huge river
made by glaciers. This river was srgn
posted as lhe Jordan River. That river
was very cold. Before they came to
the mountaintop, there was a huge
and wide baptismal fount by the bank
of the river. It was very cold because
of the snow-melted water. There
were 24 elders or priests stationed to
baptize. Their garments were white
and they looked like the ancient high
priest robe as explained in the Book of
Exodus. I heard profoundly melodious
(Continued on Page 10)
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nity building for the Vacation Brble
School. Under the dìrection ofSister

A messaoe

from Íhe"
$eventy
Trip to Dominica
By Evangelisl Jerry Valenli
We thank God for a very successful trip to Dominica, which took
place from May 8-12. 'Ihe attendees
for this trip were Brothers Jerry
Valentl and Carl Huttenberger Jr.,
and Sisters Cheryl Cervone and Cindy

Bright. Unfortunately, Brother Carl's
flight from Newark was delayed,
causing him to arrive a day late; but
even that hâd one good side benefit,
which will be mentioned later.
Brother Raphael Auguiste met
us at the âirport. He hadjust picked
up the ls-passenger van, which the
Church has purchased, to use âs a
church bus in Dominica-so we were
its first passengers. The bus was put
to good use during this visit. 'ùr'e
stayed at the home ofBrother Raphael
and Sister Helena and were quite

we were rewarded with some good
informatìon, whìch wì11 hopefully be
helpful in acquiring a grant to fund the
planned centcr.
Next, it was on to the âirport to
meet Brother Carl's incoming flight.
While waitrng for him to clear cus-

toms,,we shuck up a conversation
with Valda James who is one of the
car rental people at the airport (she
recoþiZed Brother Jerry who has_
redted from her several times in the
past). lve told her about the Church
efforts in Dominica and about the
Vacation Bible School planned for the
next day. She agreed to bríng her
three cþildren to the school.
Upon aniving back in Concord,
we focused on preparing the commu-

drab lrttle buildinto a childwith colorful
hung on the
walls from the ceiling. Sister Cindy
had prepared lessons for three age
groups (3-7, 8- 12, 13 - 18), including
appropriate crafts, snacks, etc. She
brought an entire sultcasc to Dominica loaded with just materials for
them.
The efforts were rewarded as a

Cindy, this otherwise
ing was translormcd
friendly environment
piclurcs and curtains

total of3l children attended the
Vacation Bible School on Saturday,
Includcd in this number we¡e the
three children of Valda James as well
as a bunch,

which were gathered by

Brother Raphael with the new church
bus. The teachers lol the day were
Sisters Cindy and Kathleen for the
youngest gloup, Sister Cheryl and
Brother Terry (who was celebrating
his 18'h birfhday) for the middle group
and Brothers Jerry and Carl for the
teerìagers. The chììdren truly enjoyed
this event and we believe lhât lhis

t)?e of activity will be,a requirèment
in moving lhe Church forward in
(Continued on Page 4)

comfortable there. They were thrilled
to be able to host us at their home and
we enjoyed the opportunity for considerable quaìity time with them and

theirfamily.
Õn Friday momingj we rose
early and made the hour drive to the
capital city ofRoseau. Our primary
purpose of visiting the clfy was to
acquire information and statistics on
drug and alcohol abuse in Dominica
as pârt of the effort to establish â
substance abuse center there. Sister
Cheryl is part of the team working o¡
this projcct so she led our qucst for
the necessary data. After visiting
several govemment offices and the
criminal investigation division atpolice
headquarters, we fìnally came upon
the drug prevention unit office where

Children who attended Vacation Bible School.
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Trip to Dominica
Continued kom Page 3

Dominica. In order to promote this, it
rs our intentlon to establish a permanent position on the Dominica team to
focus on chìldren's activities and keep
the young interested in the Church.
Sunday was Mother's Day and
we had a þrayer in our hearts that the
Lord would bless our worship scrvice
as we prepared lor church that
morning. Befo¡e we even left the
house, Sister Helena surprised us with
the announcement that she is expecting another baby! The baby is due to
arrive in mid-September and having
already had five hoys, Sister Helena is

whom had attcnded the school thc
previous day, This represented one of
our largest congregaTions in Dominica
yet.

Brother Jerry opened the meeting by describing how the Church can
be like a mother to us, using'the
parables rn Luke. 15 as a text (the lost
sheep, the lost coin, the pródigal son).

Brother Carl followed on á similar
theme, reading from I Nephi 22 and
describing how God protects us in
timcs of trouble, We had a time of
testimony as well as special prayer for
the mothers and communion for the
membe¡s of the Church. During the
time ofanointing, several mothers
brought their children forward to be

Council Office and spent some time
speâking to lhe Carib chief and onc of
the counsèlors. They told us that the
Ca¡ib tribe is hosting a 100'h anniversary celebratipn ìn July and õffered the
Church the opportunity to sponsor an
activity for lhis event. One segment is
devoted to drug and alÇohol awareness
so we will try to sponsor at least â part

ofthis Segment (funds permitting). It
tums out thât the General Missionary
Association Youth-in-Action group will
arive during the final few days ofthe
celebration during which the drug and
alcohol awareness portion will be
presented. Thìs was a nice confirmation ofour involvement in that area,
We are very thankful for all that was
accompìished on this trip. In addjtion
to the above, we were able to identìfy
â suitable guesthouse to host the
upcoming Youth-in-Action touraird
also identified the necessary steps to
get the Church Iegally registered in
Dominica. We look forward to participating in the gowth of the Church in
Dominica and are making plans to
petition God in fasting and prayer in
the coming mônths so that He will
direct us in the proper approach to
take to accomplish this. We v/ant to
be as open as possible to God's dlrection, even to the point ofstatroning
someone in Dominica for an extended
period of time if that is God's will.
Please join us in prayer, as you are so
rnspired.

Brothers teaching a teenagê class at the Vacation Biblê School.
obviousìy hoping this one will be a girl.
We had borrowed 26 folding
chairs and arranged them thc previous
night for the Sunday worship service.
However, when we opened the building, we watcÈed as over 20 children
swarmed into the room and occupied
just about all of the chairs! We were
sent scrambling back to the house to
bring down stooìs for enough serting
for the adults. By thc time thc mccting
started,40 people were in attendance,
including 25 children, almostall of

anoínted for rather serious concems
(asthma, learning drsabilities, etc.) and
asked that God would heal their child-

ren. It was encouraging to witness the
faith ofthese moihers in presenting
their children to the Lord. Seve¡al
who attended ihe meeting gâve us

their nâmes and addresses and asked
us to notify them directly the.next time
we will be holding services in
f)ominica.
Before leaving for the airport on
Monday, we stopped by the Carib
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Today in The Church ofJesus Christ a call is going out for us to unify, and to wavc the flags
ofJesus Chirst to a world that is dying. A call is going out that we would grow, not only in
number, but also in spirit and pôwer. The armies oflsrael displayed an enormous arirount of
strengfh and power as they boldly came together in great number. We are beìng asked to
disp)ay an enormous amount ofstrength and power in our own branches and missións, as we
come together and evangelize the Gospel to our neighbors and to our friends. years ago, the
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rs one ofrhe most exhilarâting show ofunrty that can be found in all
ofscripture. This was a time when Saul and his sons had dìed for the sin saul committcd by
going to the *itch oiEndor for advice. Besides that sin, he committed many others. After his
death, David was crowned king over Israel. Iivery tribe oflsrael was represented as they all
came to David, by the thousands, to show thcir support for him, and for anew united Isiael.
Notice how it says that they all came w¡ , fl perîect hetrt. The people had been so
disappointed in saul that they wanted to see things made right once again for lsrael. They wer.e
not interested in being separated lrom each other, but wanted to come together to defend and
lift up their horneland, They had no other motìve, but were united itr their hearts for a good
cause, A three-day celebration ensued when they wcre all together, and they lifted up praises
to God with their musical instruments. They were truly ,,wavíng the flags of Zion,, from the
rooftops and the hilltops! Just.imagine being there!

Many ofus know the lceling ofrooting lor our.favorirc loorbalì, or basebalì tcam, and know
the feeling ofvictory. This kind ofcelebratjon in Israel was so much greater. First ofall, there
were thousands of them, and secondly, thc enemy was actually evil! The victory they were
celebrating was leally a celebration ofunity united Israel.

l0 Ro(kvicwTerråct

THII

"All these nten of wur, that could keep rank, cante wíth ø pe{ect heart to Hebron, ta
make David king over all Israel.and all the rest also of Israel were of one heart to malrc

David king" (l'r Chronicles l2:38).

Pâtrlt,ibcrto
l,conârd

"For.tt that tirne day by day there catne to David to help him, until it wos a great host,
like the host of God" (1'r Chronicles 12:22).

rt

Church was a "community" church. Today, it has become a ,,commuter,, church. In mãny of
ourbranches and missions, mostmembers livetnanymiles away, while people who livenext
door to the Church, don't even k¡ow who we are. It's timc that wê, iike Israei, unify our
efforts, go out, and bring them in! Truly, the door to the ark ofsafety (the Church) is still open.
We do not know how much longer it will be open, but while it is open, we need to bring our
families, our friends, and our loved ones on board. We need to display unity and support as
ls.ael did for a common cause. when wc arc able to do this in great powér. rhen cod *ili .urr"
this tiny stone (the Church) that was cut out'of the mountaii, to smite the image at the feet,
and the image wrll crumble. That image today is sin and false doctrines that âre running
rampant throughout the world. we have a responsibility to tell others about the tru th we havè
been given. We have a responsibility to go out and bring them in!

one final thought. Remember that thc armies came together with a perfect heârt, we cannot
underestimate the need for us to be a righteous people in ordér to accomplish what we would
likè for the church, God can onlyworkwith us io thà meàsure ofour righieousness. whatever
you put into the Gospel, is what you get out. Put in only a little ofyour time and effort, ancl get
outonlyaJittle. But ifwe purify ourselves through fasting and prayer; calling upon our Lord
for st.ength, and unite in power, God can take us all to places we've never seen before. Then
we like Israel can "celebrate" for not just three days, but forever. It is up to us.
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rich men had much money and power
to persecute them. So they left their
country and emigrated to the land of
the Nephites in order to serve God.
First they üved with the people of
Ammon, and theyeventually joined the
Nephite armies to protect themselves
and thcir fcllow bclieve¡s.
So there were new believers to
Iove and care for the true things of

The

Children's
Corner
By Sister Janet Bork

The Zoramites Pretend
To Serve God

God.

utter the same words, and then they
would all retum to their homes where
they would never speak ofGod until
the following week when they mct
together again, Yes, these people

Dear Girls and Boys,

used some beautiful and holy-sounding

words, but their hearts were really set
We have to be very careful who
we listen to, who we believe in, and
what music we lislen to and sing.
Today electronrc computers have
made it possible to sparkle beautiful,
fake lights on the heads of many
popular singers. These people do not

upon gold and owning ríches.
None of the poor people who had
helped build the temple and high platfom were allowed to come in and join
these men in their weird religion of
lies. So the poor people were open

The evil, pretend worshippers
started trying to tâlk the Lamanite
nations into attacking thc Nephites.
Many battle s did take place, but as
alwayè our Lord God helped those
who were on His side. He protected
them from evil, He delìvered them

from the hands of their enemies, and
oh, how the people loved the Lord!
Sincerely,
Sister Jan

WORD SEARCH

srng about the good and the beautiful

things of ltfe,

Usually they sing about sex and
empty wâys of acting. I say empty
because when you are hurting or in
houble and try to remember those
words or call upon that srnger, nothing
is there to help you with your pain or

ZORAMITES

WERE
LIFTED
UP
WITH
PRIDE
AND
HATED

Satøn...has tried from the
begínning of time to trick
God's children into only
listening to part of the truth.

your fears.
Satan, that old devil, has tried
from the beginning of time to trick

God's child¡en into only listening to
so they vr'ould stop
loving each other, taking care of God's
things, and feelingjoyful allthe time.
Today. many popular singers mix

part of lhe truth

in a few of God's words with their
songs ând yet actuallyjust send you an

empty message.
In the Book of Mormon this same
thing happened, A large group ofrich
men in the Iand of the Zoramites made
up their own religion. Dressed in gold
and fancy clothes, one by one they
would climb to the top of a very high
sTage. Once lherc, they would say in a
loud voice all sons ofmrxed up things.
pretending to pray after speaking many

lies. One by one each man would

and hungry to hear the beautiful words
of truth the ministers from Zarahemla
came to tell them.
These ministers were some of the
same ones who had converted thousands of Lamanites to the Lord. They

were Alma, Ammon, two of their
brethren, and also the two sons of

Alma, Shiblon and Corianton. They
were not afraid when the rich and
powerful Zoramites threatened to huIt
them, because they were teaching the
true and straight ways ofGod. The
rich men âlso wanted to kill the other,
poor Zoramites who had ñnally heard
the truth and we¡e serving God in their
hearts.
These new believers had to flee
from their homeland because the evil

THE
POOR
GOD
LOVED

AND
SAVED
HUMBLE
HEARTS
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LaGrange, KY Mission
Visits Detroit, Ml Branch

2

By Carolynn O'Connor
The brothers, sisters, and friends
of Dchoit, Michigan Branch #2 had
che honor ofhosting the members of
the LaGrange, Kentucky Mission for
an exlraordinary weekend in May.

The weekend started on Fríday
evening when the brolhers and sisters
of Branch #2 met the three families;
Obradovich's, Palacios's, and Brengle's
from Kentucky. The families were
welcomed into the homes of the hosting famiües and had the opportunity to

fellowship and get to knor.v one another even better. On Saturday afternoon, we all met at the branch for a
pâsta least ând an uplifting meeting.

Brother Alex Gentile welcomed
the visitors and friends. Brother Doug
Obradivich opened our meeting. He
shared some of the blessings that they

have experienced as members of such
a small mission. He shared a parable
wrth the message that loving yourself
more than others and putting yourself
first in all situations goes against the
plan of God. "When given the choice
to sin or not to sin and then sinning, we
are choosing ourselves not the Lord."
He spoke from the 22"d Chapter of
Matthew when Jesus was asked
which is the greatest commandment of
the law and Jesus replied, "Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with aìl thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy mind. This is the first and great
commandment. A¡d the second is like
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as

thyseli "
Brother Doug ended by encouraging us to better know ourselves and
our understanding ofour position with
God and then love Him more than
ourselves.

All of those present, who were
part ofthe Youth-In-Action tour to
LaGrange and other areas lâst summer
and the members

ofthe LaGrange

Mission, came lorward to sing a few
hymns. Brother David Lovalvo, Area
MBA President who was part of the
gloup, then lntroduced the LaGrange
members and theír families, He then

against flesh and blood but we are
wrestling against spintual evii trying to
stop thc work ofGod, t¡ying to stop the
Church, trying to stop the progress of
the kingdom ofGod as it reaches all

asked several to testify and share the
blessing that they received being a parl
of the Youth-In-Action program. It
was wonderfui to hear lhe testimonies
of the brothers and sisters,
Along with the uplifting feeìing all
throughout
the service was a
felt
feeling of concem and sadness. Our
newest addition to the Branch, Marissa
Ì{amet, was in the hospital in serious
condition after surgery to correct a
malfunction of her liver, We received
a call that Marissa was heading into
surgery again and that the situation
was serious, The brothers and sisters
knelt in prayer and Brother Leona¡d
Lovalvo asked the Lord to hear his cry
and the cry of the brothers and sisters
and save this little child.
Brother Duane L,ovalvo and
Sister Joyce Vargo left for the hospital. Brother Frank and Sister Shannon,
Marissa's parents, grew concemed
that they would not get there in time to
anoint Marissa before surgery. In fact
they knew it was physically impossible.
As they wheeled her away and the
doctors stepped into the elevator, a
nurse realized lhat they forgol the

nations, kindred, tongue and people.
We are not going to let it happen. We
are goíng to fast and pray, anoint and

chart in the room. By the time she got
back, Brother Duane and Sister Joyce
raced to the elevator and Brother
Duane anointed Marisa on her way up
to surgery. Even with the forgotten
chart, it was a miracle that they made
it in time, This is just one of many experiences that happened while Marissa
was in the hospital for 28 days. The
Lord answered our prayers and after
many anointings over that weekend,
Marìsa started to improve. (She is home
now but still in need of our prayers)
The following day we gâthered
again at the Branch for a special
Sunday service. It was Mother's Day.

Brother John DiBattista, visiting from
Chicago, opened ou¡ meeting. He
shared many experiences from his
recent trip to Kenya. He shared some
ofthe trials including illness that they
experienced on the trip and how they
knew thât it was the evil one trying to
stop them. "We are not wrestlíng

love. We are going to embrace and lift
up, We are going to do all that we can
with all ofthe energy ofour soul, so
this Church continues to go forward."
Brother Doug followed. IIe encouragcd alì ofus to share our tc:timony
with others. "You are empowered
wìth the Holy Spirit to touch on the
greatness of Jesus Christ. Your call is
not to listen to other testimonies, your
call is to give yoa,' testimony."
After a time of testimony, many
came forward to be anointed including
our Brother Dominic 'I'homas who has
been afflicted for several months.
Although many came forward, the
brothers still felt that there were more
that needed to. Sacrament was served
and our Brother Dominic addressed
the congregation, Ile thanked us for
all ofour prayers on hrs behalf. "Your
prayers have been our strength." He
asked for continued praycr for both
him and Sister Dolores. It was wonderful to hear the words of encouragement ând praise from our Brother
Dominic, who we missed teribly while
he was too ill to come to church.
Sister Brenda Turley also asked
for an opportunity to express herself
before retuming back to Calgary.
Canada. The Turley's, Brother Rob,
Sister Brenda, Nathan, Sister Alison,
Jordan and Liam, have been members
of Branch #2 for many years. Brother
Rob had been unable to fìnd a job that
allowed the family to stay in the Windsor area and so recently the family
moved to Calgary. Sister Brenda and
Nathan were back lor a visit and in
need ofprayers. They bolh had
gowths on their thyroids, which would
need to be surgically removed.
Sister Brenda expressed herself
asking to be anointed. She also asked
that Nathan be anoínted. She then
shared an experience that Brother Rob
had several weeks before they found

(Continued on Page 8)
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out that both Stster Brenda and Nathan
needed surgcry. Ile had a drcam and
in this dreanr he saw a license plate
that read Alma 2. When he awoke,
he bcgrn to read Alma 2. Brother
Rob and Sister Blcnda discussed what
they thought ìt meant. 'l'he chapter
wâs about a war and they were unsure
how specifically this pertaìned to them
but k¡cw that Cod would r('vcal ils
meaning to them.
Upon re tùming to Michigan,
Sisler Brenda was shartng some of the
sorrow thal shc was leeling with
Brother Dino DiMclis about thcir
situations with their health and family

mattcrs. Blother Dino began to talk
about a story in the Book of Mormon
where the l,ord had not eliminated the
battle for the NephrLes but strengthened thcm tô overcome. Sister
Brenda immediately recognized the

scripture from Alma 2. 'lhe power of
God came over her and she was comfortcd knowing rhat God is jn thc
matter. She was thankful that He
used Brothe¡ Dino to show hel this.
When Nathan came forward 1o
be anointed, he immediately began

sobbing. After the prayer, he asked
for hrs baptism. The saints re¡oiced,
espccially his mother who could not
have asked for a better Mother's l)ay
present, It was decided that Brother
Nathan would be brought to the water
on Wednesday in lieu of our regular

MBA service.
Many others were anointed and
oul meetrng was brought to a cìose.
Aftcr another wonderful meal, we
began our tearfuì goodbyes to the
brothers and sisters of the LaGrange
Mission. Our thoughts and prayers

followed them.
On Wednesday evening, the daY
before the Turley's were to return home,
we gathered at the water's shore to
witness the baptism of our Brother
Nathan. He was baptized by Brother
Duane Lovalvo and confirmed back at
the branch by Brother Dino DiMelis.

Brother Nathan expressed

himself. He started by saying "Wow,
it feels greatl When I came forward
to be anointed, I felt the Spirit ofGod.

I sat down and it felt as if something
was pressing down on my shoulders.
My back was getting really hot. It
was awesome! When Brother Alex
asked me how I was feeling after the
prayer, aìì I could say was that I
wanted to be baptized."
We again shared tearful goodbyes, Our thoughts and praYers
remain with the Turley family not only
lor thcir hcalth but also for the conlinued strength and spiritual guidance that
they need while being far from the fold.
It was an emotron-filled few
days. We exper-ienced much joy and
some sadncss, but most of all we
experienced the true hand of God, His
mercy and His awesome power.

Rededication in Bell, CA
B), Sister Patty Kerby

'Ihe saints gathered in Bell,
Califomia on the weekend of June
and 8'r', 2001. This weekend was

7'h

planned for a rededication service, after
many months of remodeling. Brother
Otto llenderson opened our Sunday
meeting in prayer. The Zioneers then
sang a beautiful selection for us.
Brother Bob McDonnell opened our
service with a briefhistory ofthe Bell
Branch, with its humble beginnings tn
1944, which frrst began in saint's
homes. .As time progressed, a small
building was purchased along with the
property. In 1953, they broke ground
for the church building, In 1954, the

building was dedicated; with Brother
Jim Heaps as presiding elder.
Sister Ch¡ishna Benyola then
sang for us so beaútfully, On Holy
Ground. BroTher Tom Liberto then
spoke to us, thanking all those involved

in the reconstruction ofthe building.
He thanked all the dear brothers and
sistsrs that have persevered throughout the history ofthe Bell Branch,
many of who have gonc on to their
reward. He stated the phrase that is
writtcn on the plaque that hangs in the
back of the church: "I was glad when
they said, Let us go into the house of
the Lord," He talked to us âbout the
diffcrent levels that were in the

tcmples in Jerusalem and thei¡ meanings. He said that today al1 we nced is
a broken heart and â coútrite spirit to
come into God's house. He spoke of
hrs early years irr the Church, and how
much his lovc has grown for the
Church. I-Ie spoke of Jesus and how
he was willing to shed His own blood
for the building of Hìs Church, lle said
that much labo¡ has gone into the

building ofthis branch, both naturaìly
andspiritually. Jesus Christ is the
chief corncrstonc of our Church. As
the saints ofGod, our spiritual building
must bejointly fitted together, Everyone must do his or her part to keep the
burlding rn working order, both naturally and sprritually. As in rededicahng
this building, we must rededicate our
lives in our seruìce to God, Our work
is not finished; there is so much work
yet to do. He went on to tell us how
much we need each other. We need to
forgive one anothet, and love one
another, but most of all, we must have
the spirit of God with us. As we rej oice in the rededication ofthis building,
we must rejoice more so in our ¡ededication to the Lord.
Brother Lou Ciccati continued
speaking lo us. He started by saying.
any place where God.dwells is holy
ground. Ile conrpared the building of
the buildings as to the building ofships
that God had inshucted of in both Brble
and Book of Mormon. He went on
saying that we are on the Gospel ship.
We have the tools to continue to build
His Church, founded on the ROCK,

JESUS. This church is holy ground, we
must go to God daily in prayer and ask
Hlm howto bulld ourselves spiritually,
and how to use our compass (the word
ofGod) to give us direc,tion in our lives.
Brother Santos Zamora also
spoke to us wonderful wordè in both
Spanish and English. He spoke ofthe
remodcling ol the b¡anch. But more so
he spoke ofthe spiritual remodeling of
the branch in rccent years and how it
has grown, A beautiful spirit was felt
in hjs words as he wcnt on to exhort us
to share the Gospel with others so that

our branches may continue to grow.
The brothers and sisters of the Bell
branch then sang us a few beautiful
hymns in Spanish,
Brother Paul Vinsick also spoke

Aueust. 2003
to us on the sâme theme, He asked us
how strong is our spiritual house? We
are the temple of God and we represent thc Church wherever we go. He
spoke of the love he felt when he first
came to the Bell Branch,
Before Brother Rudy Meo offered the rededicatíon prayer, he spoke

to us. He told us, "Ëxcept the Lord
build my house, it is built in vâin." A
beautiful prayer was then offered, Ât
this time, some plaques of remembrance were handed out to those who
had contributed much to the branch
throughout the years:.We then went
into our sacrament service as Brother
Justin Paxton sang for us, ,Sel .ÉIer
Fr¿¿. A beautiful spirit was felt,
As God contlnued to bless us,
some young sisters sang for us. The
Zioneers sang Open My Eyes. Sister
Vânessa Watson sang in closing, llow

Greal Tltou

lr¡.

Brother Paul Liberto

then closcd in prayer.
Our dear sisters prepared a wonderful lunch as we contrnued to fellov,/ship with the saints. What a wonderful
blessed day in the Lordl

This "mrnd" in

us brings power,

love

and oneness with God just as it did
with Jesus Christ. Possessing this
mind allows us to please God in all
things.
But, Paul was not finished with

hìs instruction, We serve a consistent
and loving God. When we obey the
Lord there is always a reward. ln
verses nine through eleven, Paul

ldentifies the great reward heaped
upon our Lord, as the one and only
Lanib ofGod. Because ofall the Lord
had done and His unwavering obedience to God, "llherefore God halh
also highly exalted him, and given
him a natne which is above every
natne. " For Íhe Lord's effort on behalf
of mankind, IIe was given a name
above all others. Goodorevil,all men
will bow to the Lord ancl confess Him
as the Son of God.
These verses (10,11) teach us
that the same reward - being exalted
by God - is availablc if Christ's mind is
in us. Like Christ, our minds nrust be
govemed by the will ofGod and our
.

desire to do Flis will must be first
above all else. lt is recorded in the
Epistle of James, "For that ye ought
to say, If the Lord will, we shall live,

Mind Be inYou
Cont¡nued from Pâge

is instructing us to possess. Complete
and total submissron to God's will.

'l

and do this, ar

that"

(Iames 4'.15).

All influences in our lives other than
hirnself, ancl became obedient unto
death, eten the dealh on lhe cross."
Not only did the Lord rid himself of
heavenly glory, but also He gave His
life completely to.the purposes ofGod
and becoming the salvation ofthe
world. Jesus satd, "My meat is lo do
the will of Hírn that sent me and lo
finish the work" (Jolrn 4:34).
Paul the Apostle is instructing us

not only to have the mind ofChrist in
us, but provided insight into how the
mind of Christ worked. The mind of
Christ was completely focused on
being obedient to the will ofthe father
and completing His mission of salvation for all mankind. Nothing could
deter Ch¡isr from complering, obeying
and executing the Divine Will of God,
The single objective in His life was a
desire to obey Cod while possessing
unconditional, unquenchable love for
FIis servants. This is the "mind" Paul

the wrll ofChrist must be silenced and
the Lord must have full sway in leading us to fulfill His purposes. When
we do this, very much like the Lord,
our lives will be exalted in power.
righteousness and love. The rewards
ofthose who possess the mind of

Christ are referred to in the first
Psalm. It is written, "...ønrJ whatsoever he doeth shall prosper" (Psalm
1:3).

There are numerous examples
throughout the Scriptures ofthose who
were obedient to God, or possessed
the mind of the Lord. Those who did
so we¡e exalted and given great names
that live on to this day. as examples of
righteousness to which we all can
strive. Abram and Sarai were commanded to "walk before God qnd be

perfecl " (Genesis

l7:1). In being

obedient to this commandmenl, thcir
names were changed to Abraham, a

father of multitudes and Sarah, mother

ofnations. David, by obedience to
God, was remìnded that God, "...took
thee from the sheepcole, fi'om following the sheep, t0 be ruler over
my people and over all Israel: And
I was wilh lhee willrcrsoever lhou
wentest, dnd have cut off all thine
enemies out of thy sight, and have
made lhee a greal nãme, like unto
the name of lhe greal men lhat are
in the edrth" (lI Sam 7:8,9), 'fhe
Lord told Simon Peter that his name
would bçcome Cephas, meaning a
stone (John 1:42). On the day of
Pentecost, when Peter received the
FIoly Ghost, he fulfilled this promise by
lollowing God the remainder of his
days. Peter's ministry was exalted
and under the direction ofGod, he led
thousands to the Lold during his Ife.

Finally, the writings of Moroni teach us
that those who are obedient to the call
of God and are baptized were to be
numbered among God's people.
"T'heir natnes wei'e taken, lhat Íhey
might be renembered and nourished
by the good word of God" (Moront
6:4).

As we rightly divide these verses,
it is clea¡ Ch¡ist's mind must be in us.
To possess the mind of Christ, we
must follow the example ofour Lord,
humble ourselves and completely
submit to Gôd's will. The drive to do
God's will must be above all else. In
retum, the promise of Gód is that He
will exalt us as He did His son.
There remain prophetic events
that belong to our Church and are yet
to be fulfilled, We long for the dawning ofZion and the promulgation ofthe
Gospel throughout the world. We
retain a hope ofseeing Joseph embrace their heritage and follow after
Jesus Christ. In order for these
events to occur, we must be filled with
righteousness and the power ofGod,
even as Jesus and His discipìes were
whjle on the earth. Like the early
Church, our will must be swallowed up
in the desire to do what God wânts of
us. When, as a Churôh, we collectively take on the mind ofChrist, then

will see the
Church exaltcd in power. People 'ffiìl
as Paul promised, we

(Cont¡nued on Page 10)

I saw the queue of

Mind Be in You
Continued from Page 9

marvel at what they see and nothìng

wilì stop them fromjoining ourranks,
even as they did in days of old. 'fhis is
our destinyl "Antl il came to Pass
that I, Nephi l:eheld the power of
Ihe Lamb of God, that ìt descended
upon the saints of the church of lhe
Latnb, anrl upon lhe covenanl Peopte of the Lord, who were scallered
upr.tn all lhe face of the earlh; and
they were anned with righleou'sness
antl wilh the power of Gocl in great
g1ory " (I Nephi 14: l4). As we
posscss the mind ofChrìst and obcy it
in all things, this day will surely come
to pass. Mây God bless us each as we
strive to obey the will of God.

Open Door in Nepal
Continued from Page 2

peoPle rePresenting all nations, kindreds and
tongues, It was proof to m€ that they
were the renìnants of God gleaned
from all over the world. I saw the
queue ofpeople representing the lost

tribes oflsrael. It proved the scriptures
to me that are written in the Book of
Mormon. I was so happY to see the
queue of saints as they were washed
by the bloÕd ofthe Lamb. ObviouslY,
they were wearing the white and pure
clolhes olsalvation, They were singing
lhe song as follows:

I have dccided to lollow Jesus (3
times).
No luming back. no tuming back.
The world behind me, the cross before
me (3 times),
No luming back, no turnìng back
Though none go with me, still I will
follow (3 times).
No tuming back, no tuming back.

will love my Lord with all my heart (3
times).
No turning back. no tuming back.
I

music sung by a special

choir offlying

angels (Revelations l4:ô). The music
wrenched my heart from the top of
Zion to the depth of the ¡iver down
below. The 24 baptismal elders were
singing the song ofZion saying, "Holy,

hoìy holy! Is thc Lord ofhosts" (Isaiah
6:3) and "WorthY is the lamb" (Revelations 5: 12), I stopped here very
gently and humbly, MY soul was
singing a melancholy shain to save the
lost at any cost because the cost of
each soul is higher than any price. The
choir was so profound as it was
overflowing with the sound ofGod's
Word.
The lighl of lhc Lord was so
shiny and bright that the darkness
could not hover around thcre. All thc
people were required to be baptized in
order to cross the ¡iver to get to the
Dâthwav to Mount Zion. Some of lhem

ä.".ptá th.

baptism laithfully and the
Ioly Spirit led them lo cross the river
and conquer Mount Zion. But some of
I

them dcnred the baPtism because it
was so icy and cold, as they were very
cold in spirit, faith and obcdience.
Rather, they decided to go back to
their homes and denied the GosPel.

I have decided wìth all mY heart to

follow Jesus (3 times).
No lurningback. no tuming back.
My heart vr'as so full of comPassion for those who rejected the baptism, though. I asked the Lord why
they were retuming home. The Lord
told me, "Many are called but few are
chosen" (Matthew 20: 16, 2nd Pete¡
I :10). "Those who are retuming home
are not the ones truly committed. They
are colder than ìce rn their heart. They
have a form of godliness but they deny
the power thereof; from such tum
away. Do not worry about them Their
reward is already prepared that they
will fall down into a chasm where
there is an everlasting danger ofheJl.
They will fall down into the bottomless
pit. There will be gnashing ofteeth."
Then I asked, "WhY do some
people reject thy Gospel, Lord?" The
spirit of God advised me, "God's call to
come to Mount Zion is a free and oPen
door to all. But there are many adversaries to the people. This is the plain

of'bclicve or not.
in Him, should
believeth
"...Whosoever
life"
perish
everlasting
but
have
not
(John 3: l6). These are the same
people who disbelieved Moses' brazen
seryent on the pole for healing (Numbers 21). These are the same people
who cannot believe that Jesus died for
their sins to pay a ransom once and for
al1 (Matthew 20:28; Romans 5:8),
'I'hese are the same people who rejected the prophets of old such as Lehi
as he was exhorting to hold fast to the
rod ofiron. Likewise, Nephi, Samuel
the Lamanite, Ammon, Moroni, the
brother of Jared, and many other messengers were rgnored, Remember,
Jesus said that all the prophcts propbesied of Jesus."
and flat matter

How did Moses reveal Jesus?
What did it mean? What was significant about Moses and the brazen
serpent?

,

"And the Lord. sent fiery serpents
among the people, and theY bit the
people, and much people of Israel
died. Thereþre the people came lo
Moses, ønd said, l\/e have sinned,
for we have spoken againsl the
Lord, and against thee; pray unlo
the Lord, thal he take away the
serpents from us. And Moses PraYed
for the people, And the I'ortl said
unlo Moses, Make lhee a Jìery
serpenL and set ¡t u\on a Pole: and
it shall come lo pdss, lhal every one
thctt is billen, when he lookelh upon
it, shall live. And Moses møde a
serpent of brass, and Pul il uqon a
pole: and it came to pass, thøt if a
serPenl had bitlen ânY man, when
he beheld the serpent of brass, he
/ived" (Numbers 2:6-9).
Jesus compared himself to the
brazen serpent:

,

"Antl Moses lifted uP lhe serPenl
in lhe wilderness, even so must lhe
Son of Man be liftetl ttP" (John 3:14)
What does the Book of Motmon
plainly explain about Moses and the
brazen serpent?

.

"Yea, did he not bear record, thal

the Son of God should come? And
as he lifted up the brazen serpent in
the wílderness, even so shall he be
lifted up who should come"
(Helaman 8:14).

. "Beholrl, he was spoken of by
Moses; yea, and behold, a type was
raised up in the wilderness, that
whosoever would look upon it might

tista thât the dream I saw was reallv
genuine. He mentioned in truth thati
had had to go through a)l kinds of tnals
and perils ever since I became a
member ofThe Church of Jesus
Christ, such as the br.east cancer and
healing for my wife, the loss and grief
ofmy son, Subas, persecutions ofmy

family members, and several trials in
my life in America. He also mentioned
live. And rnany dtd look and live.
that I got the Gospel through a long
Bttt few untlerslood tlte rneaning of
joumey away from my home country
lhose lhings, and this because of the to Arizona.
harrlness of their hearts. BLtt there
Yes, I really searched for The
were many who were so hardened
Church ofJesus Christ without knowthat lhey would not look; therefore
ing where I was going. Brother John,s
they perished" (Alma 3 3:19-20).
remarks were so true that I discovered
The Church ofJesus Christ (MononI sha¡ed the abovc-mentioned
gahela, PA), through long research
dream during Sunday School at our
whiìe at the University of Arizona
Atlanta, Georgia Branch. lt was highly library as I was doing my PhD work
accepted by everyone there. Then,
on the side. I strongly believe that it
Evangelist Ken Staley and other elders was because ofGod's plan and ìeading
prayed and anointed me for the dream
and not my own.
to come true in Nepal. The brothers
Brothe¡ Ma¡k Kovacic made a
also added mo¡e confirmation on this
very interesting remark about my
drearn of baptisms and the.¡ourney to
dleam, He said that he liked the dream
Mount Zion. Specifically, Brother Joel
ofgoing onto the spiritual mountaintop
Gehly brought forth a supporting
ofZion instead ofthe tallest mountainmessage:
lop of Mount Everest, which is in
"The word that isaiah the son of
Nepal. In fact, clmbing Mount Zion is
Amoz saw concerning Judah and
absolutely the most impoitant task
Jerusalem: 'And it shall come to pass rather than climbing Mount Everest.
in the last tlays, that the mounlLin of We are more than conquerors if,we
the Lord's house shall be estabclimb Mount Zion (Romans 8:37).
lished in thc top o/ the mounta¡ s,
Also, Brother Mark said that the door
and shall be exalted above the hills; ofthe Gospel is already open for Nepal.
and all nations shall flow unto it.
I-Ie opened the scripture as follows to

And tnany people shall go and say,
support the open door ofthe Gospel:
Corne ye, and let us go up to the
"These things saith he thøt is
mountain of the LORD, to the house holy, he that is true, he that hctth the
of the God of Jacob; and he will
key of David, he that openeth and
leach us of his ways, and we will
no man shutteth; and shuteth, and
walk in his paths; for out of Zion
t1o mln openelh; I know thy works:
shall go forth the law, and the word behold, I have set before thee an
of the LORD from Jerusalem. And
open door, and no man can shut il"
he shall judge anrcng the nations,
(Revelations 3:7,8).
and shall rebuke ntany people: and
Here an open door, as well as a
lhey shall beaÍ their swords into
shut door, is brought to view. Likewise
plowshares, and their spears into
Brother Art Gehly, Sr., made the
pruning hooks: nation shall not lift
remark that he loved the word ofGod
up sword agai st nation, eilher
lrom Isaiah regarding Mount Zion as it
sh:all they learn war any nore. O
says, " ..Jor out of Zion shall go
house of Jacob, clme ye, and let us
forth the law, and the word of thc
walk in the light of the Lord"
Lord from Jerusalem" (Isaiah 2:3).
(Isaiah 2: 1-5).
After the service was over, I
In that Sunday Service, the spirit
started to think and pray in my soul
ofGod inspired B¡other John DiBatthat I must go to Nepal this coming

summer âs soon as possible. I strongly
feel thal the promjsc ofGod is inspiring
me by and by as is \¡/ritten:

"Fear not, little flock; for it i.,
your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdotn " (Luke l2:32),
Besides this scripture, I find more
joy and assurance in the following old
gospel song in German:

Fcar not, O little flock, the foe

Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and power;
What though your courage somctimes
faìnts?

His seeming triumph over God's saints
Lasts but a lìttle hour.
In conclusion. by far, ir is very
important to venture on this long
awaited mission to Nepal, Since most
o1-the lands in Nepaì and rts vicinily ro
the Himalayan nations such as Tibei,

Sikkim, Bhutan, and Northeast India,
are the lands of unreached Nepalesc,
Tibetan, and Mongohan people. Now it
is very important to labor in the harvest
of God. By far, the long-labored Book
of Mormon in Nepali is also ready to
be printed soon. Thé offìcìal mèmbers
ofthis Church have been instrumental
not only in translating the Book of
Mormon but also the Holy Bible as
well. By far, we have greatly been
persecuted and there have becn imprisoned members and non-members
of the past and present. By far, .we
have a number ofNepalese citizens
offìcially baptized into The Church of
Jesus Christ (Monongahela, PA). By
far, we have a great number of people
in various little flocks (Luke l2:32)
waiting and praying for the official
receplion of the Gospel and baptism
through The Church of Jesus Chrisr.
Thus and therefore, I urge the members and leaders ofour precious
Church to fast and pray for this
meticulous task.

"The hanest truly is greaL but
lhe labourers are few: pray ye
therefore that Lord of the hantest,
lhat he woultl send forth labourers
into his hanest" (Luke l0:2).
At the end, I humbly requesr that
you fast and pray for lhe grand plan of
lhe missionary work in Ncpal. I really
appreciate your fervent prayers.

Children Blessed
Xzavier Orion Sciaretta, son ofNatalie Sciaretta and
Jared Kelly, was blessed on June

l,

2003 rn the Aliquippa,

Pennsylvania Branch.

Victo¡ia Nicole Sciaretta, son of Valerie Sciaretta and
Michael Yerman was blessed on June 1, 2003 in the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch
Abagail Grace Lonkert, daughter of Mickey and
Melissa lonkert was blessed on May 25, 2003 in the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch
Luke Tristan Markley, son of Bret and Celeste
(Amormino) Markley waJblessed on May 18, 2003 in the
Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch.

Brother Jared Patrick Cummings was baptized on June
8, 2003 at the Sterling Heights Michigan Branch He was
baptized by Brother Sam Cuomo and confirmed by Brother
John Straccia.
Brother Luis Carillo was baptized on June 1 5, 2003 at the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Mario Morales and confirmed by Brother Joseph Perri
Sister Telma Carillo was baptized on June 15, 2003 at
the Freehold, New Jersey Branch. She was baptized by
BrotherMario Morales and confirmedby Brôther Jim Ctttdup

Brother Richard Gonzalez was baptized on June 8,
2003 in the Inner City, Detroit, Michigan Branch He was
baptized by Brother Gary Champine and confirmed by
Brother Steve ChamPine.

Samuel Anthony Giannetti, son ofBrother Joe and
Sister Tina Giannetti was blessed on May I 8, 2003 in the
Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch.
Sophia Claire Giannetti, daughter ofBroth-e¡Joe and
Sister Tina Giannetti was bìessed on May I 8, 2003 in the
Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas Branch

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Brother Nicholas James Zophi was baptized on May
lhe Ster'ling Heights Miohigan Branch He was
25,2003
^t
baptized by Brother John Straccia and confirmed by
Brother Sam Cuomo.
Sister Francis Christlna Haley was baptized on June 8,
2003 at the Sterlirrg Heights Michigan Branch She was
baptized by Brother I-ou Vitto and confirmed by Brother

(.^- r\iF4lCO.

Address Change

'

OBITUARIES
ELEANOR SPROUL
Sister Eleanor Sproul passed on to her reward on April
18, 2003. She was preceded in death by her parents,
Ànostle Alma B. Cádman and Sister Lavina Cadman as
*ell as seven brothers and sisters She is survived by two
daughterÀ; Shirley Kather and Patricia Stainbrook and their
families; and her brother, Apostìe Russell Cadman'

HAZEL (MCCRARY) ZOLTEK

'

Sister Hazel (McCrary) Zoltek of the Sterling Heights,
Branch, passed on to her reward on May 14,
Michigan
-She
was preóeded in death by her husband Frank
2003.
and
soni Ronald and Joe McCrary' She is survived.
Zoltek,

bv her daughters Nancy Burgher and Margarel McConnick;
són, Dan fùcCraryl as welì as 7 grandchildren' l2 greatgrandchildren, an d 2 great-gf eat grandchildren'

Corrections

Address

Sister Donna Baez was ordained a Deaconess in the
Inner Cíty, Detroit, Michigan Branch on March 30, 2003
Her fee t lere washed by Sistçr Rachel Mora and she was
ordained bY Brother Peter ScQlaro

Phone

Broiher Guy Karelli oithe Roscoe, Pennsylvania
Branih passe<ì on to his reward on Aptll26,2003 He is..
survive{ by one son and daughter-inJaw, Gúy A and Joelle

Name

Karelli, and one grandson, Jason Karelli. He was preceded
in death by his wife, Sister Mary Jo Karelf i.
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GMBAConference in the Pacific CoastArea
By Brother Paul
Several years ago, themembership ofthe General Missionary
BenevolentAssociation voted to
hold conferences in every GMBA

Area of the Church. After many
months ofplanning and much
anticipation, the GMBA held its
.first-ever Conference in San Diego,

Califomia, on May 17 -18,2003.
Attendance wâs good with members
comingfrom throughout the Pacific
and Southwest Areas, as well as
fiom many other Areas of the
GMBA,
The event was very enlightening
for those who had never attended a
conference, as theygained a greater
understanding of the purposes,
goals and achievements ofthe
GMBA. Some were surprised to
know that the GMBA has raised
$ 100,000 to be used for a MissionaryTraining Centerat the World
Conference Center. Others were
impressed to know that the GMBA
will soon achieve its goal ofraising
$50,000 for printing ofThe Book of
Mormon in foreign languages and
that over $75,000 was raised to
support the 1999 World Missionary
Conference.

Liberto

President, Brother Paul A.
Palmieri and his officers were very
organized in conducting the various
business items. Reports were
presented by alì officers and committees on the status offinances, activities and projects. The confe¡ence
approved the fol lowing expenditures:
$5,000 to the San Carlos, Arizona
mission house; $8,000 to the Youth
In Action committee; $ 1,000 to the
FENCE committee; $ 1,257 to the
Campout Procurement committee;
and $ 1,500 to purchase a laptop
computer for GMBA use. A GMBA
Special Projects fund.goal of$250
per local and a limit of$300 per
occurrence for reliefwere set for the
next six months.
It was noted that the GMBA
was organized at Roscoe, PA, in

Mayof

1904, by Brother Alexander
Cherry. A committee was formed to
plan the celebratíon ofthe 100'n
Anniversaryofthe GMBA in May,
2004, at alocation to be determined.
The 2004 GMBA Campoutwill
retum to Saginaw, Michigan, in July
2004 and Northem Arizona or
Florida are being considered for the
2005 Campout.

It is fitting to end this report by
thanking God for the GMBA. It is
nice to know that over the years the

GMBA

has raised a great deal

of

money and has assisted the Church in
so many ways, However, it is .impossible to measure the impact the MBA
has had in the lives ofhund¡eds of
young people, It is the MBA that
develops leadership in ourlocal areas.

It is the MBA that sponsors Youth In
Action events to provide personal
growth forparticipants and spiritual
support for recipients. It is the MBA
that has provided spiritual settings
where many have been baptized. It is
the MBA that provides an opportunity
for young people to develop life-long
friendships. Thank God for Brother
Cherry's inspiration and for the many
brothers and sisters who have followed as officers and participants in
this wonderful organization. It is
tnrly a blessing to see the youth
getting involved in the work ofthe
Church.
Ifyou are not supporting your
Local and Area MBA activities please

give them

a try. And, if you have not
attended a GMBA Conference lately,
please plan to do so. Your life may
be changed and you are sure to
receivea blessing bybeing with the

youth ofthe Church!

Å messaüe
from thd
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A Gathering in Peru

it through baptism.
The Sunday morning services
began with singing and special group
selections, which was followed by a

preaching service. Brother Paul
Liberto opened the service. He was
followed by Brolher Paul A. Palmicri
and Brother Tom Jones. The PennMid Atlantic Ladies' Circle donated a
Communion set, and prior to the
blessing, Brother Isaac Smith spoke
about Communion and its significance.
(Continued on Page 10)

By Evangelisl Dick Christman
Apostle Isaac Smith, Evangelists
Paul Liberto, Dick Chrístman, and

Miguel Bicelis, along with Brothers
Paul A. Palmieri, Tom Jones, and
Juan Mestas, totaled seven ministers
at the Sunday, May 4, 2003, Church
service in Arequipa, Peru, Brother
Juan was overjoyed to have six other
ministers with hinr as he usually has
the sole responsibility ofthe Sunday
morning services for the ArequiPa,
Peru Mission.
A group ofbrothers and sisters
from the United States toured Peru
and Bollvia, visiting ancient archeological sites and ruins, as well as a
number oftribal groups along the way.
They scheduled their tour ofPeru to
include a weekend with the sâints in
Ârequipa, I¡ addition to the brother
minislers mentioned, we were pleased
to have Sisters Bonnie Smith, Tava
Jones, Nancy Gehly, Janet Ostreicher
and her husband, Peter, along with
Brother Ishmael HumphreY and
Sisters Jan Humphrey and Becþ
Rogolino. They brought a number of
diflerent useful items for everyone in
attendance, and theY enjoYed the

Brother Miguel Bicelis lead¡ng the singing at the baptisms.

fellowship ofthe saints and our friends
in Arequipa.
We were blessed with two
baptisms on SaturdaY momíng, On
Saturday aftemoon we had seminars
for the varioug age groups. We concluded the day with a discussion and

refreshments,

Brother Isaac related a dream
he had regarding those being associated with the Gospel but not accepting

Apostle lsaac Smith addressing the congregation.
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Missionary Travel

- Nepal 2003

Blessings and Reality: The Whole Story

struggle for about 30 minutes to get a
car to take us to the hotel, Finally we
get to a very comfortable and clean

hotel. My intemal body clock is way
off and I can only sleep about 3 hours.
We are up at 6 a.m. for a very exciting

By Evangelist Joel Gehly

duy.

Reality - Ofcourse, there is the
preparation and the packing. Going to
the doctor and making sure all the
immunizations are up{o-date. Ge tting
a prescription for Larium (antimalaria) pills. One pill each week for
two weeks before the trip, one pill

land about 12:30 a.m.local time on
July 5'h, It has been a long 26 hours
in airplanes and about 36 hours since
leaving home. All the flights have
been full, but we both have been able
to sleep a few hours. We change a
few dollars into Tharland Bahts and

Blessing As we arrive in
Kathmandu, we are met by a group
Christian believers at the airport.
They are happy and very excited to
(Continued on Page 1 1)

each week during the trip, and onc pill
each week for four weeks after the
trip. Working with the travel agent on

tickets. Getting havel insurance.
Making sure all appropriate paperwork
for the famrly is up+o-date and
telephone numbers for the family are
posted on the refrigerâtor, At work,
my boss resigns two days before
leaving for Nepal - added uncertaìnty.
Packing a few clothes, but stuffing the
suitcases withmaterials, Books of
Mormon, Church literature , candy for
the children, a few grfts, etc. Each
suitcase must be 70 pounds or less.
At the airport, one bag was 71 pounds
and one bag was 68 pounds. A bag of
candy was lransfered lrom one
suitcase to the other and all was OK.

We were on our way.
Blessing

-

Brother Ram Baral bapt¡z¡ng near Kathmandu.

It is an aìvesome

privilege to have the opportunity to
travel for The Church ofJesus Christ
and share the Restored Gospel to a
new nation and people. The fulfìllment ofRevelation l4: 6-7 is being
accomplished as the Everlasting
Gospel is going to a new nation, new
kindred, new tongue, and new people.
It is always a humblíng feeling to have
this privilege. Apostle Paul Palmieri is
at the airport to have a short visit with
Evangelist Phil Jackson and me before
we leave the country. This is an
indescribable blessing as he prays for
our families and us as we hold hands
together in a circìe at the airport.

dS

Reality-The initial flight leaves
Pittsburgh, PA at noon on July 3'd.
Wechange planes in Mínneapolis,

MN, and once again in Toþo, Japan.
Finally, we arrive in Bangkok,'lhai-

Preaching at the river's shore.

of
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tended the service. Agaìn, the brothers
missed many ofthe vjsitors they had
met on earlier trips and they continued
to wonder if the community would
embrace the Church in the long term.
The brothe¡s continued to pray
that new visitors would come to the
Sunday service. Earìy in the moming
Brother Raul began to make trips to
pick up thc worshippers. All ofthe

AVisit to the Venezuela Mission
June 19-23,2003
By Evangelist Paul Liberlo
As thebrothcrs traveled to visit
the Venezuela Mission, many thoughts

ran through their minds. Ithâdbeen
over a year since the previous visit.
Travel had not been advised because of
natural disasters, political unrest and
the threat ofterrorism against American
travelers. Were the baptized members

ofthe Church still well? Had they
remained faithful? Would the community still welcome visrtingbrothers?
Was the poteniial for a flourishing
mission stillthere?
These and other questions were
the primâry focus ofBrothers Fred
Olexa and Joseph Catone, Vice Chairman and Member of the Venezuela
Committe€, Brother Frank Palacios,
Translato¡ and Brother Paul Liberto,
Chairman ofthe Americas Missionary
Operating Committee, as theyjourneyed to Venezuela. They voiced great
concern for the welfare ofthe Church
there because they had been left alone
for so long, They prayed fervently that
all would be well.
About an hour after taking off
from Miami, FL, the plane was ordered
to retum for a security check. Several
hours later the brothers were again on
their way to Caracas, Venezuela. They
missed their connection in Caracas and
were booked on another airline. They
ar¡ived in Barcelona, Venezuela too
'late
to drive to the mission in Valle
Guanape. The next daY the brothers
were met by Brother Raul Bicelis, our
resident Teacher in Venezuela, They
then drove two hours to Brother Raul's
home. Vy'hat a joy it was to be greeted
by Brother Raul's wife, Sister Alicia.
The brothers quickly leamed that the
seven membets there are faithful and
meet together regularly. Friday evening
all ofthc members attended a service
to give their testimonies and receive the
Word ofGod. However, none ofthe
visitors the brothers had met on earlie¡
trips attended. The b¡others were
hopeful that they would come later.
The next day several families were

visited, The brothers were welcomed
warmly and it wâs evident that the
community remains interested in the
Church, lt was also clear that lhcre is
great need for the people to hâve the
Spint ofChrist in therr lives. The
people live at near poverty levels and

a

work. Many of the men
travel to find ,¡r'ork and leave their
there rs little

wives and children home alone, often
to fend for themselves. There are
many, many children. Seve¡al women
wish to be baptized but they arc Iiving
out ofwedlock. 'Ihe brothers encouraged them to counsel with Brother Raul
to arrange to be legally married,
A lot of time was spent teaching

" . . . Brother Raul made trip
after trip to bring the old,
middle-aged Õnd young.
There were over 60 in
attendance, and half of them
were young people and
children. "

Brother Raul about the Church and
discussing the work of the ministry.
Brother Raul and SisterAlicia are
tireless workers for the Church They
visit the members and visito¡s often.
B¡other Raul holds services every week
and makes many trips in his 1972
Chely Nova to pick everyone uP. He
is very well liked and respected by the
community. Brother Raul and Sister
Alicia could have remained in Caracas
to live comfortably in an easier lifestyle. However, it is a blessing to see
how they have dedicated themselves to
remain living in the countrywithout
many ofthe conveniences and safety
ofthe city in order to represent the
Church. Saturday evening approximately l5 adults and 5 children at-

expectations ofthe brothers were
exceeded as Brolhcr Raul made trip
after trip to bnng the old, middle-agcd
and young. There were over 60 in
attendance, and halfofthem were
young people and children, Manyof
the visitors were new to the Church
and attended for the first time. There
were several teenagers in attendance
and they respectfully listened to all that
was said. A few of the girls sang
specially prepared songs to honor the
visiting brothers. The brothe¡s
preached about the love ofChrist, their
vision for tbe future church in South
America and how God can use all of
them to bring peace and joy to their
country. Four children were blessed,
the sick were anointed, testimontes
were given and songs ofpraise were
sung. After the service, trcats were
provided for all and ajoyful trme of
fellowship was shared. For a short
while the chjldren were happy and the
unpleasantness oftheir lives was

forgotten.
As the brothers traveled home
they would take with them the knowledge that the potential for a flourishing
mission in Venezuela is a reality. The
people are hungeringand thirsting for
the peace ofChrist in thei¡ lives. The
children have a greatneed in their lives
for stabiliry and the love ofa spiritual
family. The brothers will continue to

smiling faces of the child¡en
and remember the joy they exhibited in
sin ging and fellowshipping together.
They will remember the poverty and
see the

the hopelessness ofthe adults as they
face the uncertainly oftheir existence.
They will pray that God will call
ministers thcre. They will pray that th'
Church will be used rn a mighty way to
bring hope and peace to thepeople of

Valle Guanape. Pleasejoin thcm as
they pray often for the "Great Work
the Lord" in all nations of the world!
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"Be ye ttt erejbre !òttowers oJ GotÌ, as dear childr¿n, Antl u,alk itt love, as CÌtrist also hath
Iovedus,andhalhgivenhimselfforusanofferìngandasacri/ìcetoGodJòrasÀ,eet.snrelli g
savour. Bul.fornicalkn, and all uttcleanness, or covelousness, lel it ì1ol be once naned among
you, as becometh saints; Neíther jìhhíness, nor foolí.sh talking, norjestitlg, which are nol
cont)en¡enl. bul rdther giving oflhanks. For this ye knou,, fhal no whorenonger, qor .unclean
person, or coyelous man, who is an idolater, hallt any inherilance in the kingdon of God.
Lel no ntan rleceive you willl vainwords; for becau.se oJ lhese lh¡txgs conrcth the wrath r.tf God
upon lhe children of disobedience '' (Ephesians 5:l -6).

The fearful thing about this scripture is that as we read the newspaper, watch ou¡ tclevision or
nrovies, or simply look around us, we see that fornication, uncleânness, covctousness, fiìthrness,
foolish talking and jesting, and idolatry is everywhere. What is woTse, is that this scripture
instructs us not to be deccived by those who would say thesc things are okay. Today, not only
are people saying that these things are okay, but discussions ofrtght or wrong do not even occur
anymore. These things ale sìrnply the nolm. This is especially true ofyoung people today who
do not cven think twice as to whether or not fo¡nication is right or wrong. lt isj ust something
nonnal, that"everyone does."What ìsmore frightening is thatouryoung peoplein the Church,
are accepting these things as "the way things are." 'lhis scrjpture states that a person like this;
cannot inherit the kingdom ofGod, Simplyput, it means they will spend etemity with Satan in
hell. lt also promises that in this life, the wrath ofGod will come upon the children of
disobedience. Diseases that como about due to promiscurty reflect the punishment ofGod,
Serious ploblems ill life come about due to a greedy, selfish, covetous attitude. Marital
destruction comes aboutdue to idolatry-a man or woman who values something or someone
morc than they do their spouse.

Ifthere was ever a time we need a revival, jt is nowl The Chu¡ch was restored fully to show
us the way. That "way" does not change with the times. God's commandments are the same
regardless ofthe "way things are." It's a sobering thought to imagine what God is thinking about
mankind today, It's an cvenmore sobering thought to imagine whatGod thinks ofHis people
today. We are buffeted on all sides by the world and by Satan's darts. Iftherc wâs cver a time
when weneed to rely completelyon God's help, itis now. Celainly, thingsin theworld aroúnd
us nustchange. Iheard itsaidthat ifGod permits things to continueas they are, hemust apologize
to Sodom and Gomorrah for destroying them, He must apologize to the people who were
drowned at the time ofNoah. But we read that "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today
and forever" (Hebrews 13:8). Things will change.
Instead of us being "deceived" rnto lhinking lhese things are okay. let us be Cod's "change
agents." A change agent is someone who initiates change. Let us be the peculiar person in the
crolvd. Let us proclaim that these things are.,¡r'rong; not pointrng a finger at other people, but
pointing a finger atsin. Letus act"surprised" when others speakofthese sinfulthings as normal.
Letus saytothemlike Joshua;lfAsformeand my house, we willserve the Lord." Beinga change
agent means starting in our own homes. Let us teach our fami)ies the principles ofChrist. Let
us tell them that the things the world is saying ìs normal and okay, are NOTI Can you imagine
what God will thinkof us ifwe do this!Imagine how pleased he will be with us. He wilÌ look
at us and truly say that we are His "dearchildren" who follows Him. Let us be God's change
agents in a world that is on thc wrong path, and follow our Savíor to that mansion that âwaits
us.
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And how much Jesus will help us
when that sneaþ old devil tries to pull
us away from the peace ofGod. Just
be honest and pray. Admit your angry,

The

Children's
Corner
By Sisler Janet Bork

Remember and
Perish Not
(Mosiah 4th Chapter)

At a party this month, I noticed
another person. She was working
hard on her goals and serving God. I
feltjealous. I remembered years ago
when I was going through a hard time
and it felt like I was doing it by myself.
Of course in truth, the people at
church were praying constantly for
me. l'd also been prayed on for
strength so mâny times at church by
.our Elders.

But, it seemed like she had

it

easier and better than me. I felt like
talking about her or putting her down.
But recently I was studying the seven
abominations to the Lord. I'd leamed
that God really hates someone '¡r'ho
"soweth seeds [plants bad thoughts] of
discord among the brethren lthe
Church people]," So I kept myself
from saying any unkind thoughts about
her to anyone else. I was afraid of
dispìeasing the Lord. When I said my
prayers that night I tried to put those
bitter thoughts out of my mind. I did
not talk them out with the Lord. I
ignored my thoughts and could onlY
pray lightly about other things. I was
trying to avoid thrnking about my srns

ofjealousy.

But the next day, in the car, I told
my feelings ofself-ptty andjealousy to
my husband. I even criticized this
hard-working sister. He gently asked
me, "Where do you think those

thoughts come from?" I-Ie said to me,
"We are on our way to church to
receive a big blessing and what do you
think that old devil wants to do? He
wants to disturb you and rob you of
thai blessing."
He was right, I started talking to
the Lord. I asked him to forgive and
help me over these "poor me" thoughts
of discouragement, sel f-pity, and
jealousy.
I remembered what I had been
reading this week in Mosiah, 4th
chapter, "And you will not have a mind
to injure one another Iincluding gossiping or criticizing someone to others]

but [you will have

a

unhappy, srnful thoughts to God.
Repent and start fresh,
We must do as Kìng Bcnjamin
said in Mosiah 4:30, "...this much I can
tell you, that ifyou do not watch
yourselves, and your thoughts, and
your words, and your deeds,...you
must pensh. And now O man (and all
people) remember and perish not."

With love,
Sister Jan

WORD SEARCH

KING

BENJAMIN AND

SAID
WATCH

GIVE
YOU
YOURSELF CLEAN
HEART
YOUR
WORDS REMEMBER
DEEDS AND

PRAY
GOD

mind] to live

peaceable and to render fgive] to
every man according to that which is
his due...again, believe that you must
repent ofyou sins and forsake them,
and humble yourselves before God;
and ask in sincerity ofhealt that He
would forgive you; and now ifYou
believe all these things, see that you do

them."
I prayed rn my heaf for lorgiveness. I prayed even more that God
would bless her and her family. These
prayers chased away thâl disturbing
mood, At church I went uP to her
with a loving heart and we talked. She
never k¡ew how I'd let that old devil
make me feel jealous and critical; she
was her same, nice self. She even
asked me about a problem in my life
and said she'd pray for me, I felt such
a blessing and cleansing of worry.
The peace of God was in my heart
no\ry.

How much love the¡e is in this
beautíful Church ofJesus Christ, How
much forgiveness the Lord has for us.
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Ordination in Metuchen,
New Jersey
On December 15,2002, we
rejoiced in the Lord as we witnessed
the ordination ofBrother Tom Goode
rnto the office ofa Teacher. Our
meetìng was opened by having the
hymn Silent Nighl played on guitar
and trumpets by the young men ofour
branch. We truly thought we had
entered the gates of Heaven. Brother

Anthony Vadasz offered the opening
prayer and we knew the Lord was
about to bestow His blessings upon us.
Our branch was filled with visitors
from all of our area branches. On this

beautiful day, we had five visiting
Elders and over 70 brothers, sisters,
fnends and children ofthe sâints.
Sisters Theresa Vadasz and Angela
Reyes set the Lord's Table as Sister
JoAnn Catalano sang The Storehouse
of the Lord. We felt the Lord's
presence as the table was being set.
tsrother Phillip Arcuri opened our
meeting and felt inspired to preach on
how we are spiritually fed and how
fortunate we are to have God and
Christ in our lives to gurde us. He
spoke on the promise of etemal life and
how in the world we live in, we need
the Lord more than ever. Brother Phrl
recifed scripture from Ether 4; I 1, the
faith ofthe brother ofJared and how
we exercise our faith. Brother Phil
posed the question, "How much do we
put into our service to God?" We
should be working for the Lord 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. All good
things come from God when we are
faithful in our service to Him. Brother
JimCrudup followed asking, "Must

Brother Jìm Sgro followed saying
that we must stcp into thc Splrit of
God. LIe statcd thc Philishnes stole the
Arc of the Covenant but could not hold
onto it becâuse they were an unholy
denomination, Brother Jim stated that
within the past few weeks we have
had severalordinalions in our Region
and that these brothers and sisters
have become wo¡kers for the Lord
and have taken a greater responsibility
to work for the Lord. He talked of
how Moses was told to charge 70
people to work for the Lord. We
should step into our heritage ofworkíng for the Lord in whatever He calls
us to do, whether to be a member, a
Deacon, Deaconess, Teacher, EIder,
Evangelist or an Apostle.

young people comrng up to the hghts
and kissing each one. When Brother
Tom's feet were bcing washed, the
lìghts were placed upon his head and
mouth. 'fhen the lights completely
covered him as he was being ordained.
We rejoiced in what the Lord had
given us this day.

Brother Joe Perri followed and
talked about how the Gospel was

Tampa, Florida

spread in the Atlantic Coast Region.

By Brother Peter' Benyola

He also talked about his recent experiences in Nigeria and how eager the
young people there are to work for the
Lord. Brother Joe stated that we need
to talk to people around us; many are
dissatisfìed with the world today and
are searching forsomething to hold onto,
Brother David Catalano followed
and discussed the duties of a Teacher.
He read form 1" Timothy that Teachers are to assist the mrnistry. A
'feacher's responsibility is to teach
others of Jesus. He then read from the
3'd chapter of Moroni and told ofhow

newness oflife. He stated that the
world watches us every day in all that
we do. they ask why our church is so
small, and our answer should be that
Christ always dealt with the small.
Jesus câme into this world in a humble

we ordain Teachers an,l what their
duties arc. We ordain by the power.of
the Holy Ghost. Brother David then
addressed the ministry and asked
whoever felt inspired to wash BrÒther
Tom's feet should come forth. Brother
Ken Lombardo knelt before our
brother and washed his feet, asking the
Lord to bless him as he takes on this
duty as.a 'feacher. The ministry then
encircled our brother and Brother
Anthony Vadasz offered a prayer that
one ofthe Elders would be moved
upon to ordain Brother Tom, Brother
Jim Sgro then ordained Brother Tom
into the office of a Teacher.
Brothel David then opened the
meeting for testimony and asked those
who had experiences relating to
Brother Tom's ordination to relate
them. Sister Terry Goode related an

and meck way,

experience she had one evening while

Jesus bear the c¡oss alone?" Jesus paid
a price for us, so we can walk in a

listening to Brother Tom pray before
rctiring to bed. A voice spoke to her
and said, "Surely he is a worker fo¡ the
Lord." Sister Michelle Bums related
several experiences she had in refercnce. to Brothe¡ Tom. Sìster Angela
Reyes had a vision during the servicc
oftwo lights in front ofthe building and

The Ho)y Spirit blessed the
Tampa, Florida Branch several times
on Sunday, July 22,2003
and
particularly through anointings,
After
a Native American woman named
Marie dropped her husband off at a
church ofanother faith, she felt
compelled to visit our branch. We
were indeed blessed to have the Seed
of Joseph ìn our presence as she
listened to the words of the Ministry
from 2"d Peter, a message on the
importance and power of focusing on

Christ. When the Minrstry
extendcd the invitation for anointings,
she was overwhelmed by the Spirit
and emotion, and reveaÌed her concems and troubles to the elders. She
meekly approached the pulpit and
requested prayer for spiritual shength
because of the strong feellng she had
to visit our Church, and also on behalf
ofher husband and the commitment
she has to their marriage.
Also visiting this day was Brother
George Benyola, Jr. and his sons.
Joshua, the oldest, also came under the
Jesus

hands of the Ministry for an ailment

upon his ears, for which he has had
numerous doctor visits and several
surgeries, due to a loss ofhearing.
Brother Phil Benyola, Sr. anointed him,
pleading for the Lord for a healing and
(Continued on Page 8)
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lol Josh to arise and say, "I can hear."
No sooner lrad the closing prayer
ended and the elders bareìy stepped
from the rostrum, Josh approached
Brother Phrl and excìaimed, "I can

hear!"
"We lrave another announcement," Brother Phrlsaid. "Tell them
what you ¡ust told me, Josh." Josh

repeated, "l can hear!" Praise God!
The anointtngs continued. In her
testimony, Srster Linda BenYola
requested anointing for God's protection with surgery she had to havc this
week. She spoke ofher recent visit to
thc hospilaland rclaled an incldent rn
which her lV tnadvertently fell out of
her ann and she was not receiving the
sedativcs prescribed. She tried and
tried but could not get the âttention of
any ofthe physicians to attend.to the
bag which had fallen to the floor. But
because she was awake, she was able
to notice that the tag attached to her
wrist did not bear her name. Soon
thereafter, severaÌ attendants arrived
tÕ prcp her for hip surgeryl There is
nothing wrong with SisterLìnda's hip!
The woman in the next bed was there
for hip surgery. This mistaken identily
happened three times and at that point
her husband, Brother Phil, insisted that
she be moved to another room in order
to protect her from a serious medical
error. All glory to God for letting that
IV fall out. God surely moves in mysterious ways to protect His children
from harm's way.
Immediately at the conclusion of
Sister Linda's testimonY, Sister
Annabel Santilli stood, and raising her
hand looktng down drrectly at Sister
Linda, uttered through the Holy Spirit,
"Thus saith the Lord, my sister. go in
peâce this day. I have been with You
all your life and I will continue to be
with you, thus saith the Lord."
Once again, we must saY, "Praise
God." 'When the elders aPProached
Marie at the close of the service, she
again was overcome with the Spirit of
the Lord. What a blessing it was to
have her with us. She is pìanning an
extcnded trìp to Texas and Ohio and
we provided contact information for

her. Our hopc is that she will find the
Lord through one ofour branches.
We are reminded once again how
the Lord directs, protects, ând watches
over us all. Occasionally we are
reminded directly. God is so good.

It Was Good To Be in the
House of the Lord
By Brother Jr¡hn Bordeaux
Suncìay July 6.2001, was a
glorious day in lhc Hcrndon. Vrrgin ia
Branch, The pews were full, we had

three visiting elders who conducted the
meeting. and the Spirit of Cod was in
His house. Though the scrrpture states
that ,rhere two or three are gathered
together in thg name ofChrist, ÌIe will
be in the midst of them, it sure felt
good being surrounded by rnany saints
with God in our presence,
Brother Chuck Kogler oPened
using the |heme direclion. He related
several passages of scripture whcre
God.gave directions/ilìstructions to
rnan. When the directions were followed, matters went well, and when
they weren't, things went badlY. The
fi¡st situation involved Jonah. Since we
all know the story, let's think about
how it applies to our lives, Those ofus
who have children know that when we
tell them to do something, we don't
want back talk - we want instructlons
followed immediately and with ât least
some enthusiasm. Lrkewise, when God
gives us instructions we should obey
without having to be told a second
time. The second and third situations
involved Noah in building the ark and
Ncphi's instruction to build the ship.
These men followed God's direction and
attained the goals established by God.
Brother Rick Scaglione followed
expounding on the fact that the sailors
on the ship with Jonah knew that
something was wrong when the violent
storm struck. These we¡e men of the
sea and wete familiar with the weather
patterns, There had been no indications of a brewing storm, so something
must have been amiss. When the crew
realized that Jonah was the source of

the problem, they asked him why he
was doing the opposite ofwhat God
told him to do. Of course Jonah was
finally cast overboard and swallowed
by a great fish, 'l'he sea was then
calmed. God showed m-ercy, and after
three days the fish vomited Jonah out
on thc dry land. While Jonah got a
second chance, we are not always
assured onc. Might not we be cast
overboard and rnto outer darkness ìf
we fail to follow God's direction?

Brother La\wence King wraPPed
up the.preaching by admonishing us
not to servc other gods. We servc the
same Gocl âs Jonah, and v/e want to
reach the destinatlon God has set for
us. In order to do that we must follow
God's directions given in.lhe scriptures. Brothff Lawtence assured us
that our God is a living God and wíll
not leave us high and dry. He gave
examp'les ofhow the prophet Danlel

"As saínts bore their
testimonies, the same theme,
direction, ran through them.
Sometimes we have the
right map, but we read it
wrong. Let us put our faith
in God and He will get us
back on the right path."

was delivered from the lion's den and
the Israelites were delivered up out of

Egypt. Brother Lawrence said that
God wants us to come to Him and He
will take care ofus. He then spoke of
some ofhis tribulations ofthe past
year and how God has been with hrm.
Again, we serve a living God, and
there is nothing comparable.
As saints borc their testimonies,

the same theme, clitection, ran
through them. Somelimes we Imve
the right map, bul we read it wrong.
Let us put our failh fu Gotl tnd He
will get us back on lhe right palh,
Truly, it was good to be rn thc
House of the Lord!
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'Why Mulek?
By Brother Mark Kovacic
Often we reâd the Scriptures and
questions come to our mind, which is a
good thing. It makes us seek out
understanding from the Lon¡. One of
these that came to me a few years
back was, "Vr'hy Mulek?" What was
his purpose in being in America? Why
was he included in The Book of
Mormon?
I would like to share with you
some ofmy personal thoughts on this

topic. Others may have already
answered the above questions, however, it may be good to share these
thoughts one more time.
Mulek, we are told in The Book
of Mormon, was a son of King
Zedekiah, the last king over thc nation
ofJudah in ancient times (around 600
BC). He was the king who was
conquered by the Babylonians and
from which the sevenfy years of
captivity for the Jews began. Mulek is
named in The Book of Mormon, but
not in the Bible. We are told in Mosiah
25:2, "Now there were not so many of
the children ofNephi, or so many of
those who were descendants ofNephi,
as there were of the people of
Zarahemla; who was a descendant of
Mulek, and lhose who came with him
into the wilderness. " Interestingly, it
appears that the writer at that time
expected everyone to know who
Mulek was, as there was no explanation. But later, in The Book of Mormon, some additional details come
forth. In Helaman 6:10, it states,
"Now the land south was called Lehi
and the land north was called Mulek,
which was after the son of Zedekiah;
for the Lord did bring Mulek into the
land north, and Lehi into the land

king of Judah, was caried away
captive into Babylon. And theyjourneyed in the wilderness, and were
brought by the hand of the Lord across
the great waters, into the land whe¡e
Mosiah discovered them; and they had
dwelt there from that time forth."
From all of these Scriptures we
leam that Mulek was a son of Zedekiah and was brought to the land
northward (in Nephite geography, not
necessariiy our geography) with others
from the land ofJerusalem, after
passing through the wildemess.

We know Mulek to be a descendant of Judah, a Jew, based on the
genealogy ofthe Bible. Zedekiah
(whose real name was Mattaniah) was
the son ofJosiah. (Itjust so happens
that Josiah was one of the most
righteous kings that Judah ever had.)
Josrah's lineage directly comes from
King David. His genealogy is easy to
follow in the Old Testament, even
back to Judah, fourth son of Jacob.
But the Bible states that the
Babylonians kílled all of King Zedekiah's
sons right in front of him (see 2 Kings

25:7)

|

But were they? Two points

a few books) in The Book of Mormon
and read ofthe discovery of the

need to be made here, Fì¡st, ifone of
Zedekiah's sons was missing from the
line-up, he surely would not have
spoken up and said, lBy the way, you
missed one.' Absurd. As well, the
writers may have knowingly conspired
to give the appearance that all of the
sons were killed, or actualìy did not
know that one survived. In either case,
their silence protected the lineage of
David and performed the will of God.
For the case of one son escaping
to have occurred we should see some
example ofit in the Scriptures. Let's
look at I Kings I 1:14-l 8. Here is an
episode where God specifically spares
the son ofa king ofEdom so that later
in life he could be an adversary for
King Solomon. This man was actually
a small child (Hadad was his name)
when he was canied off by his
father's servants into the wildemess
and eventually to Egypt. Joab, the

Mulekites, or as they were called, the
people ol Zaruhemla. In Omni 1:15,
16, we are told, "Behold, it came to
pass that Mosiah discovered that the
people ofZarahemla came out from

commander of King David's anny was
in Edom forsixmonths, killingall of
the males and, so he thought, all ofthe
king's sons. lnstead, one unknowingly
escaped with help from the household

Jerusalem at the trme that Zedekiah.

of the king.

south."
So we go back a few years (and
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With this example, or as we like
io sây, type ând shadow, ofHadad, it
should come as no surprise that it
occurred again a few years later. If
we have established the possibility ofa
child being canied offunawares, the
next question is why?
One answer is clearly stated in
The Book of Mormon, in Helaman
8:21, "A¡d now will you dispute that
Jerusalem was destroyed? Will ye say
that the sons ofZedekiah were not
slain, all except it were Mulek? Yea,
and do yc not behold that the seed of
Zedektah are with us, and they were
driven out ofthe land ofJerusalem?"
This scripture explains that where
Laman and Lemuel doubted the

destruction ofJerusalem (see 1 Nephi
17 :20-22, 43),Nephi, son of Helaman,
used the presence of the Mulekites
(people of Zarahemla) as evidence

of

the destruction ofJerusalem. IÍl like
Lehi, the Mulek colony rested a few
days journey oútside of Jerusalem,

they would have heard the news that is
written in 2 Kings 25:10 regarding the
destruction of the walls of Jerusalem.
But what other reason could be
given for Mulek's presence in
Ame¡ica. In Brother Timothy Dom
Bucci's book, American Ind.ian
Moses (reprinted 2002), he refers in
chapter 10, page 56, to two prophecies
of Mulek coming to America. One
prophecy was given one hundred or so
years before his departure and one
from a prophet in captivity, Let's look
at those.

Through the words of Isaiah, the
Lono told King Hezekrah, "And the
rem¡ant that is escaped of the house
of Judah shall yet again take root
downward, and bear fruit upward. For
oul of Jerusalem shall go forth ø
lemnanl, and they lhat escãpe o\Jt ol
mount Zion: the zeal ofthe LORD of
hosts shall do this (2 Kings l9:30, 3l ).
This Scrrpture clearly indicates that the
Lord planned to spare some ofJudah
from the destruction ofJe¡usalem and
the captivity ofthe Babylonians.
But this is not all. The Lono also
spoke though Ezekiel. FIe stated,
"Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will also
take ofthe highest branch ofthe high
(Continued on Page 10)
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cedar, and will set it; I wìll crop off
from the top ofhis young twigs a
tender one, and will plant it upon an
high mountain and eminent. In the
mountain ofthe height oflsrael will I
plant it: and it shall bring forth boughs,
and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar:
and under it shall dwell all fowl of
every wrng; in the shadow of the
branches thereof shall they dwell"
(Ezektel 17 :22,23) .
It is clear that the "highest branch
of the high cedar" represents the royal
family ofJudah, i.e., the king and his
household. Also, that the "tender one"
of the "young twigs" means a child of
that family.
Over the years, many in the
Church have noted that the land given
to Jâcob, whlch he gave to Joseph,

was America, as shown in the following prophecy (Jacob's blessing upon
Joseph): "The blessings ofthy father
have prevailed above the blessings of
my progenitors unto lhe utmosl bou d
of the everlasting åil/s: they shall be
on the head ofJoseph, and on the
crown of the head of him that was
separate lrom his brethren (Genesis
49:26).

Which land has a.great mountain
range that reaches from one end to the
other? Only America has that dìslinction. If we look at the mountain range
that stretches from Tier¡a del Fuego to
Aìaska, we can clearly see the extent
ofthe "utmost bound ofthe everlasting
hills," Therefore, it is easy tô see that
the "tender one" that would be planted
in a "high mountain and eminent"

meant America.
The prophecy also states that
many fowls would take refuge under
the brànches of this "goodly cedar"'
One ofthe interesting changes of
events in The Book of Mormon, was
the combining ofthe righteous
Nephites under the reign of Mosiah I
and the people of Zarahemla, the
descendents of Mulek. Two writers,
Amaleki and Mosiah II clearlY note
that thc people of Zarahemla were
more numerous than the Nephites v/ho
found them (see Omni 1 : 17, l9;
Mosiah 25;2). Why is this fact impor-

tant? During the years ofwar and
struggle ofthe Nephites with their
adversary, the Lamânites, they needed
any help they cou)d get, as the
Lamanites were always more numerous then the Nephites. Finding the
Mulekites added greatly to their
number and more importantly. thcir
safety and securily.
What did the Mulekites get out of
arrangement?
An interesting part
this
ofJacob's blcssing on Judah (Cenesis
49;1 l) was that "Binding his foal unto
the vine, and his ass's colt unto the
choice vine; he washed his gaments in
wine, and his clothes in the blood of
grapes." 'Ihis prophecy indicates that
Judah, at some point, would benefit

from the blessings of others (åfudlng
the

foal lo

the vine) and to someone

who was greatly blessed (cåolce
vine). We know that the land of
America was considered "choicc
above all other lands." When the
Mulekites joined with the Nephites,
they got a righteous king (Mosiah I),
the records (gold and brass plâtes), the
preserved language, a knowledge of
God, and the prophecies (and hoþe) of
the comjng of the Son ofGod. all in a
blessed and choice land.
One of the fascinating archeology
discoverres, as noted in Brolher
Bucci's book (Chapter lT,page 127),
was a stone found in Tennessee in
1885 by a group of arc heologists.
Brother Bucci wrote, "For years the
scratching on the stone could not be
deciphered, until the stone was tumed
right side up. Then the scratches
became inscriptions and the language
was recognized as Hebrew. The
words? "For the land of Judah..."
We see that there is a purpose in all
things. Future events will only confirm
the history and prophecies we have

before us.
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a deaconess.
God's blessings were evidenl in
the testimonies and the singing. We
had an unusual blessing at the conclusion ofour sewice when Brother Isaac
Smith rose in the Spirit and began to
sing in an unknown tongue. As he
continued, the melody became evident

and all the elders arose together to sing
the chorus to the song, An Angel
Carne Down from the Man.sions of
Glory. As we sang "O, Israel, O
Israel, in all your abiding, prepare for
the l-ord when you hear these glad
tidings," the Spirit affected all present,
It was a memorable and inspiring
occasion. We trust God will continue
to bless the missionary efforts ofthe
Church and hasten the day when
Israel wrll come home led by Joseph,

Nepal2003
Cont¡nued from Page 3

meet us and, as we greet one another,
the weariness we feel is replaced with

joy and anticiparion. The Christian

believers ln this Hindu dominated
country are incredibly dedicated to
Jesus Christ, They are sincere humble
peopìe who are hungry for fellowshrp,
hungry for scriptural teaching, and

hungry for the Church. Aswemeet
together for a few minutes at the hotel
they have arranged for us, we feel
God's spirit as we talk and discuss the
activìties lor our visit.

Reality

-

Christians are perse-

Nepal. The government is a
strictly Hindu kingdom. Openly
professing Christianity and sharing the
cute d in

testimony ofJesus Christ is against the
law in Nepal. Frequently, Christians
are beaten ând imprisoned.

Ifcon-

victed by the govemment, the typical

prison sentence is seven years, many
times with frequent beatings to try to
obtain the names ofother Christians.
However, there are many small "fellowships" of Christian believers
scallered all ovcrNepal. As it was in
the early Christian church after the

resurection ofCh¡ist, it appears to be
the same here in Nepal; the Christrans
are scattered around the country, they
are incredibly committed and dedicated. and thcy continue to grow in

st¡eam, the Lord was present with us,
We had driven about 45 minutes out of
Kathmandu to find a semi-private area
to baptize the fìrst converts to The
Church ofJesus Christ. One by one, a
total often souls rendered obedience to
the commandment of Christ to be born
again. As we baptized, and then confirmed each member at the water,s
edge, in the back ofour mind was the
fact that this was a very dangerous time
fo¡ all of us. If we were reported to
the govemment, the trip to Nepal could
be very short indeed and many wonderful people could be harmed. Later,
as we were safely back in Kathmandu
at the hotel, we leamed that a brother
had a vision as we were baptizing. He
would look at each person being
baptizeó, and then when he would look
up, he saw numerous angels surrounding the entire area where we were.
What comfort and reassurance that
God was watching our every move and
was protecting His people.

Rcâlity - Most countries of the
world arc much diffe¡ent than the
United States. We here in this counhy
have been blessed by God unlike
anywhere else in the enti¡e world. We
are

a

demonstrated time and tìme again

during the trip. 'Ihe Church ofJesus
Christ was established, Miracies were
evident. We were safe. Praise God!

Reality - The large citics in
developing countries are t)?ically very
dirty and polluted. Diesel fumes, cows
walking through the streets, too many
people and cars in a confined space,
plus iess than adequate sânitation
systems all contribute to a very
unhealthy situation. Additionally, we
are eâting food our bodies are not

entirely accustomed to eating. Many
times, we are eating in restaurants that
are not very clean or bug free. Once
durrng lunch in a restaurant that was
not the cleanest (plus the electricity
was off), halfway through my dish of
fried rice, I came across a dead bug.
It was just pushed off the plate and I
finished my lunch. Our bodìes are
tired and the stress of the unknown
can be very tìring. All ofthese things
can contribute to sickness. Many
times thc pollution and dirt of the city
can give sore throats and sinus problems. Many times the food and water
contribute to stomach problems or
worse,

Iso very spoiled by this blessing.

Once again this fact was reinforced as
we lived in this new land for a few
weeks, Bottled water must be used for
drinking everywhere we went. It must
be used even for brushing your teeth.
Some areas of the country have very
poor hotels. by our standards: no air
conditioning, very thin mattresses with
very hard beds, cold showers, eastem
toilets, bugs and dirt in the room. Like
I mcntioned, we have become very
spoiled. However, the hotel described
did have one very nice benefit, it only
cost us the equivalent of $8.00 per day.

ßlessing - Prayer Support - The
FMOC members follow a fast and
prayer schedule every day when a
missronary is in the field, Family and
Church members acrôss the country
and around the world fast and pray for
us when we are gone, Even co-

numbe¡.

workels and the travel agent who

Blessing - As we met on a
mountain hillside âìong a coldrushing

arranged our tickets promised to pray
lor us when we were away. Thc
Result - The power of God was

Blessing - The prayers of all the
saints and f¡iends were visìbly evident
and þhysically felt. We did not suffer
even one small sickness the entire tripl
No sore throat. No stomach or digestive problem. This was a miracle!
This was ¿n answer to a)l the prayers!

Reality - Bibles are hard to get
and are destroyed by the govemment

if

they can find them. A truckload of
Bibles, coming from lndia, was found,
confiscated, and destroyed by the
govemment. Not all Christians have
Bibles.

Blessing

-

The Book of Mo¡-

mon has been translafed into the
Nepali language. Through a speclal
effort, we had 25 Books of Mormon
printed before we left the US and we
took these to Nepal wtth us, What a
kemendous blessing it was to have the
Book of Mormon in the native lan(Continued on page 1 2)
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WEDDINGS *

Brother Dan Risola and Stster Sunshtne Arafiles were
unìted in holy matrimony, at the Forest Hills Branch,
Holiday, Florrda on March 15,2003.
Sister Rhoda L, Jumper and Erik M Miller were
united in hoìy matrimony at the Aliqutppa, Pennsylvania
Branch on February 7 ,2003.

OBITUARIES
.

SADIE CA]'.AROTTA

Sister Sadie Caparotta of the Lake Worth, Flortda
Branch passed on to her reward on July 5, 2003 She was
preceded in death by her husband She is survived by a son,
ilon, daughter-in-law Angelina; brother, Brother Sam
Palermo; a granddaughter, nieces and nephews,

Sister Amanda Scaglione and Luis Valero were united
in holy matrimony on July 5, 2003.

Children Blessed
Aaron James Cipponeri, son of Brother James and
Sister Nicole Cipponeri, was blessed on June 22, 2003 in the
Redford, Michigan Mission.

MOLLY B, KOSLOSKY
Sister'Molly B. Koslosþ of the Monongahela, Pcnnsylvania Branch, passed on to her reward on July 6, 2003'
She is survrved by two daughters, Sisters Dorothy Holan
ánd Nancy Cartino; four sons, Carl, Kenneth, Robert and
Richard Koslosþ; 27 grandchildren; 32 great-grandchildren
and 9 great-great grandchildren.

,

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Brpther Alfred (A.J,).Cunier was baptized on May
25th,2003 at the Redford Michigan Mission He was
baptì2cd by Brother John Buffa and confirmed by Brother
John Buffa.

Ordinations
Brother William H. Lowden was ordained a Deacon in
the Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch on June 22, 2003. His
feet were washed by Brother John Bilsþ, and he was

ordained by Brother James Abbott.

Address Change

ANTHONY GERACE

Brother Anthony Gerace passed on to his reward on
June 28, 2003. He is survived by one daughter, Sister
Rebekah DeRoo, and her husband Brother Chris, along with
four grandchildren.

Nepal2003
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guage to present to people. Almost everyone was anxious
to receive one of the books and God provided evidences to
its truth. One young couple came to us and we had a very
delightful timesharing the Restored Gospel. They received
a Book of Mormon as they departed and we told them to
sincerely pray about the truth of v/hat we had shared wlth
them. Thè young woman had suffe¡ed with an issue of

blood every day for a number ofyears. That evening
before retiring to bed, this couple held the Book of Mormon
and prayed for God to reveal the truth to them. ln the

*o.Àing,

as tbey a',¡r'oke, the young woman realized she had

been heãled frorn her problem and they were convinced

of

God's power.
Name
Add¡ess

Phone

Blessing * The gifts of God were abundant. Visions
of angels were seen. The gift of tongues was spoken, Many healings were performed to the honor and glory of
God, The complete Restored Gospel was preached. Souls
were brought to Christ. The Church ofJesus Christ was
established. A new nation, and kìndred and tongue and
people received the Everlasting Gospel. What a blessing!
What a wonderful reality!
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Maine Branches Out
By Sister Cynthia Marie Onorato
On May 24,2003, the saints of
the Brunswick, Maine Mission and
the Atlantic Coast Region gathered
together to partake in a special event,
our Branch organization. Among
those whom were vísiting were
Apostle Paul Benyola, Evangelists
Joseph Perrì and Matthew Rogolino,
and Region Presrdent, Brother James
Sgro. Approximately 100 saints, family

and friends were in attendance.
On Saturday evening we gathered to organize as a Branch.
Brother James Sgro addressed the
meeting with much enthusiasm anti-

cipating this day since our humble
beginnings in 1969. The agenda for
the evening was to be led by the

SpiritofGod.
Brother Donald Perrello, Maine
Mission Historian, gave a slide pre-

senlalion and a report ol the Maine
Mission history with some assistance
from our youth. It revealed to us
God's perfect plan as the pages of
time unrolled from the time the seed
ofthe Gospel was planted into
Brother Joh¡ and Sister Elizabeth
Onorato's hearts until now. We saw
how that seed was nourished and
grew, blossoming into a fruitful tree.
Brother Darryl Onorato, Pre-

srding Elder of Maine, spoke ofhrs
thankfulness for all those who labored
to make this day possible. God in llis
inflnite wisdom, chose brothers and
sisters to grow this Mission. He
thanked his father, Brothcr Richard
Onorato, Sr. for his support, courage
and commitment to carry on as the
Maine Mission grew.
Brother Richard Onorato Sr.,

Maine Mission elder, then gave all
praise, honoi and glory to God. He
spoke with pureness of heart remembering his mother, Sister Elizabeth
Onorato's sacrifices. She was a
gentle and loving sister and her laugh
brought such peace to him. IIe stated
God blcsses us in so many ways.
God's gifts outnumber the stars in
I-Ieaven.

The lruits of his parents'desire
came from answe¡ed prayers. They
resided in Brooklyn, New York and
were rncmbers of lhe Brooklyn
Branch. They vacationed in Maine for
many years. After retuming home
irom Maine one summer they found
their home and business had been
robbed. The desi¡e began to swell in
their hearts to move to Maine, and
they petitioned the l,ord in prayer and
fasting. The Lord gave them a dream
that they were traveling on a highway
to Maine. A State trooper motioned to
them to come ahead and said, "The
way is clear for you to go to Maine."
They moved in 1969. Soon thereafter

God sent many laborers to support,
encourage and do the work of God
that set the example for us to follow.
The foundation was being laid.
Brother John and Sister Elizabeth
converted their garage into a smal)
church building. An experience at.that
time was related of how a sister saw
an angel shooting golden anows into
everyone's heart, even the children.
As the Church began to grow we
gathered in Brother Richard and Sister
Mary Onorato's home fo¡ several
years, and from that pornt thc Lord
provided us with thc church building in
Brunswick, Maine. This building was
shown to Sister Elizabeth mâny years
ago. She saw the building in a dream.
On the front door therc was a sign that
saíd, Doctor. The building was so full ìt
couldn't contain everyone.
Brother Richard Sr. spoke of his
ordination in 1973, 30 years ago today.

He ¡elated an experience had when he
became an elder. He recalled as
Brother Valentr was preaching it was
given to Brother Richard three tlmes
by the voice ofGod to give all glory
and honor to God. Give it to God by
the grace of God!
h conclusion, Brother Richard
conveyed to us that there were those
who laid a foundation, tried by fire,
We were able with God's help to
sland finn through that fire.'l'he regìon
(Continued on Page 2)
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gave much support and guidance. We
relied upon God. He never misguided
us. He blessed us very much. God
magnifies His people ìn every wayl
Everyone God has sent here has
touched the Mission in a special way.
The Maine mission then stood ín
appreciation to the region,
flrother Matthew Rogolino spoke
of Brother Frank Zahers sincere dedication to God and lhe Maine Mission.
He spoke of the special friendshiP
they shared as they labored for the
Gospel together. He said, "We need
to look behind the scenes. Right now
we see a beautiful church building.
There was much sweat, effort and
tears thal went inlo it. Now lhere is a
light burning in Maine. Thank God!"
He continued in saying, "What we put
into church is what makes it beautiful
because ofour love. Build it the right
way with love and compassion. That
glorious hope is that we might know
Him. To know Jesus is to know He
loves youl"
Brother Paul Benyola then spoke
ofhis enjoyment in viewing the history
presentation. He stated, "A branch
bears forth much fruit, Use it to the
honor and glory of God !" LIe also sent
Brother Dominic Thomas love and
regards. His desire was to be with us.
All established officers ofthe
Maine Mission were called to stand
and their office was tetained. All
required offices for the function of
operating as a Branch are filled and in
order. Brother Paul Benyola offered
up a prayer in the Maine Mission's
behall As our Brother was praying,
Sister Marie Perrelìo had a vision in
which she saw Jesus with His arms
outstretched to us.
At the close ofour meeting, a
special gift was presented to Sister
MarÍe Perrello for her 25 Years of
dedicated service to God and the
family of God as a Deaconess, She
gave God all honor and thankfulness.
Our meeting came to a joyful close as
we sang, "Yes we hust the day is
breaking,joyful times are near al
hand, Let the Gospel be victorious
through the world, in every land!"

As the building filled to capacity

on Sunday momingwe sang, How
Great T'hou Arl, welcoming the Spirit
of Chlist to flow in our hearts. Brother
Darryl Onorato spoke ofhis thankfulness lor lhe spirit of song and praise.
FIe stated, "Ii is a very special bless-

ing to have the family of God with us."
Brother Paul Benyola, with open
arms, performed a bìessing upon
Jordan Frederick Onorato, son of
Daniel and Catharine Onorato. He
stated children are complete angels in
Gods sight. We then sang, llhen

Mothers in Salem.
Brother Rick Calabro then invited us to come and dine on the
spiritual food addressing the congregation. He spoke ofthe buming desire
that was in his heart to come to
Maine to show his support. lle stated,
"God is working and I{e is alive!" He
was glad to see and experience great
growth, good g¡owth. A lot ofmemories flooded his mind and heart, LIe
came to Maíne many times to visit his
grandparents, Brother John and Sister
Elizabeth. He was a witness of the
gilts of God. i-Ie saw the foundation
being laid from his grandparent's
fervent desire, prayer and fasting and
sacrífice for the growth of the
Church. All we have now came from
much labor. God showers His blessings. He stated that Jesus founded
this foundation upon His church.

Refening 10 Matthew châpter 16,
"And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God. And Jesus answered and
said unlo him, Blessed arl thou, Simon
Barjona for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven. And I say also
unto thee, Thaf thou art Peter, and
upon thìs rock I will build my church:
and the gates ofhell shall not prevail

against it. "
He also used the example of
Lehi and Sariah. They wanted something for their children and they
diligently labored for it. "Life is not
easy.

"

Brothe¡ Rickthen related a dream
he had before coming to Maine. In
the dream he saw his grandmother,
Sister Elizabeth. She was healthy and
working, planting beautiful fl owers, In

the dream she was wearing blue jeans
(representing that she was working).
Thrs sent a message that, "It is time to
build upon that foundation that our
grandmothers and grandfathers have
laid." What a heritage we have to
build upon the foundation of Chist.
We must embrace that spirit our
grandparents had. They labored so
that their children would have a better
life. When I{elamen spoke to his two
sons, he told them to build their
foundation on Jesus Christ, a sure
foundation. "Take up that challenge.
it is time to grow. Fast and pray for
the gifts ofGod. The Spirit ofGod is
what draws us. Pray for the gifts. We
are in the presence of God Almighty.
It is the Church He died for. His
Church. Open your hearts and believe.
He will bless us."
Brother Matthew Rogolino,
continued in that same spirit saying,
"This is our inheritance, ourbirthright.
Sing unto the Lord and give thanks for
upon this rock God will buildhis
church!" He spoke ofFrechold, New
Jersey's humble beginnings and the
hard work. Sometimes we don't
understand God's plan. He saw that
work blossom and God lifted us up.
Everyone is special in God's eyes. He
spoke that life is

a

beautiful thing

when you're not in bondâge of the
world. "Be careful that the world does
not rob us ofour inheritance. We all
have a responsibilily. This is our
place. We were blessed as a chrld. Go
back and find your first love. Oh God
our Church, a beacon light won't
shine without us. There is a lìght

bumingin Maine."
Brother James Sgro followed
speaking ofthe Restoratìon. "This is
the Gospel restored by the greatness
and goodness ofGod. ln the days
when Jesus walked the eanh, the
world could not understand who
Christ was. When the disciples of The
Church of Jesus Christ gathered unto
him they proclaimed, 'Thou art the

Christ, the son ofthe Living God.'
The glory ofthis restoration was put
into our hea¡ts. The heritage that was
entrusted to the house of Isracl is now
entrusted to us. The Spint ofGod, the
(Continued on Page 4)
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A Glorious Weekend in the Land of
The Book of Mormon
Bv Brolher Pele Oestreicher
Eleven weary travelers from
The Church of Jesus Christ expcrienced a glorious and revitaìizing
(spiritual and physical) weekend at
the Arequipa Mission in Pcru. They
we¡e: Brother fsaac and Sister
Bonnre Smith from Phoenix, Arizona;
Brother Tom and Sister Tava Jones
from Atlanta, Georgia; Brother Ish
and Sister Janet Humphry and Sister

Becþ Rogolino from Hollywood,
Florida; Sister Nancy Gehly from
Fredonia, Pennsylvania; Brother_Paul
Liberto from San Diego. Califomia;
and Sister Janet and B¡other Pete
Oestreicher from Aliquippa,
Pennsyslvania.
They anived at the Santa Maria
FIotel in Arequipa on Saturday
morning, May 3. 2003, and wcrc
greeted by Brother Dick and Sister
Pat Christman, Brother Miguel Bicelis,
Brother Paul A. Palmieri, and Sister
Donna and Emily Eskut, who were all
in Peru for their regular missionary
visit. Semìnars for the children wqre
conducted that moming, with Brothers
Paul A. and MigueÌ teaching the
teenagers, and Sister Donna teaching
the younger ones. The seminar's

Cordano, good friends ofthe Church.
Sunday moming, the Lord was

definitely present at the meeting
conducted in the mçeting room on the
top floor ofthe hotel. The singing of
the saints, accompanied by Brother
Miguel on the guitar, was be¿utiful
and a glorious tribute to God. Brother
M iguel also served as interpreter,
whrch kept him pretty busy.

'lhe children ofthe Arequipa
Mission were presented an album that
included greetings from the children
of the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania
Branch. The album also contained
outlines oftheir hands with their
names and scriptures. The children
from Arequipa, in tum, made a similar
poster for thcir friends in Aliquippa
whrch read, "Que se amen unos a
otros cotno yo los he amado fThis is
my commandment, thât ye love one
another, as I have loved you.l" (John

l5:12).

Peru, donated by themselves and their
respective branches. These gifts
included: children'sclothing. hygìene
items, first aìd kits, socks and candy
for the children.
Sister Jânet Oestreicher set the
communion table with a sacrâment sel
brought to Peru from the Unìted
States and donated by the Penn-Mid
Atìantic Ladies' Uplift Circle. Following tþis. Sister Janet noticed Sister Pat
carrying a basin of water to the front
of the room, and knew there was
going to be an ordination. Sister Janet
then noticed Sister Antonia Salas dè
Cardenas sitting on the ofher side of'
the room and thought to herselfthat
someday she will be ordaiúed a
Deaconess. Sister Antonia then came
forward to be ordained.
All the visitrng Eldêrs spoke to
thé congregation and let them know
how honored they were to be in Peru,
the land ofThe Book of Mormon, and
speaking to the Seed ofJoseph, God's
chosen people.
Testimonies were then offered to
the honor and glory ofGod. Brother
Vicente Gongora testified that he had
been praying about whelher he should
leave his job in Lima and move closer
.

The travelers brought numerous

gifts to the brothers ând sisters in

(Continued on Page 4)

theme was Positioning Ourselves lo
Receive the Blessirgs of God.

Aftei a delicious

and

nutritious
Chili

.

lunch, everyone gathered at the

River for two baptisms. Brothe¡ Juan
Mestâs took two candidates into the
rapid, rocþ and very cold water, and
out emerged. Sister Erika Cardenas
Salas and Sister Gheny Alarcon
Galiano, who then had hands laid upon
them for the recepticin ofthe Holy
Ghost by Brothers Miguel and Dick
respectrvely. Following this, like all
tourìsts, the group proceeded to the
Fundo El F'ierro (artisan markeþlace)
10 purchâse souvenirs made by the
brothers, sisters and friends of La
Iglesia de Jesucristo. That evening,
everyone enjoyed delicious food and '
warm hospitality at Trattoria Gianni, a
restaurant owned by Gianni and Ana

The children of the Arequ¡pa Miss¡on ¡n Peru d¡splay the poster they made
for the¡r friends in Aliquippa, Pennsylvan¡a.
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to the Church. After the meeting,

power of His Word, the Bible, the
Book of Mormon was handed to us by

Brother Vicente told Sister Janet
Oestreicher (interpreted by Alberto
Garcia, a good friend of the Church)
that he had seen her in a dreâm two
months prior to her arrival in Peru.
Srster Janet was teaching children in
this dream, and this experience confirmed to Brother Vicente that he must
leave his j ob in Lima and move closer
to the brothe¡s and sisters of the
Church.
During the meeting, Brother lke
stood up and began singing hymn #1 1,
An Angel Carne Down, in the spirit.
He then reached back, grabbed the
hands ofthe Elders next to him, pulled
them to their feet, and continued
srnging in the spirit. All the Elders then
arose, joined hands, and sang the hymn
in English.

That aftemoon, the group had

dinner at an authentic Peruvian
restaurant, Even though no one
ordered alpaca steak or cuy (guinea
pig, this time), Emily Eskut recommended anticuchos (chunks ofbeef
heart) as an appetizer, which was
delicious. Afterwards, the group went
back to the hotel for a season of
fellowship.
The next day, as the group was
getting ready to continue theifjourney,

they met Brother Daniel Mora, who
had just arrived ín Arequipa for
missionary work. On the way to the
âirport, the group visited the Church
buììding where meetings are usually
conducted.
The entire gloup continued to the
[,ake Titicaca region of Peru, and a
smallcontingent continued to the
country of Bolivia. Here, several
inquiries about the Church were made
by the local people, addresses were
exchanged, and it is qurte possible that
the door to another country may be
opening.

We all had a glorious and enjoyable weekend with the brolhcrs. sisters
and friends of La Iglesia de Jesucristo
in Arequipa, Peru.

an angel establishing the Church and
the Gospel in our hearts. The same
authority rests on this ministry. We all
have a talent, a gift to magnify God in
our lives. We were encouraged to step
up, not to fear and present the Gospel."

Brother Paul Benyola then welcomed Maine as a Branch on behalf of
the General Chu¡ch. He stated, "It is
the people that mâke the Church, not
the building. Thebuildingis used for
prayer, singing hymns, preaching, and
fellowship, partaking of communion.
This is what builds and strengthens us."
ÍIe spoke of hrs own experience in his
life when he came to the crossroads
and was faced with that decision to
serve God. Ever since he made that
decision to serve God, he embraced
the Gospel and was sunounded by
love. "lt is a wonderful blessing being
a part of the peopìe of God. This is
what it is all about."
Before testimony was opened
Sister Cristina Churchill sang, Glve
Thanl<s, accompanied by Sister Sally
Curtin playing the piano.
Testimony wâs given of the
glorious blessings ofGod and how God
has touched many lives. Brother
Mickey McGuire of Dedham, Massachusetts wâs very thankful to be with
us along with his wife, Sister Joann.
This gave them great encouragement
to continue on in their labors and
opened their eyes to what Dedham
could be.
A very overwhelming spirit of
love encompassed our beings as we
sang, For Those Tears I Died, as
communion was being administere d.
Many tears flowed as we were
brought to a remembrance of God's
ultimate sâcrifice of His Son for fhe
salvation ofour souls.
Sister Angela Reyes then related
an experience she had while prayer
was offered for communion. She was
silentlypraying to God to allow her to
see those beautiful things she saw
when she was baptized, She then saw
a ìight come up from the communion

table and it enlightened the Priesthood
up front. The light then came across
the brothers and sisters all the way to
the back of the room. She looked to
the back and there was an altar. On
the altar were animals. The light came
back and lumed into a ñre consuming
everlthing on the altar. God showed

to us that He accepted the geat
sacrifice ofthe saint's labors offered
up unto Him.

Sister Nyema Reyes testified that
she had prayer thât moming for a
stomach affliction. She stated, as she

drank the wine it bumed in her stomach and the pain was gone.
We then sang Sweet l{eavenly
Spirit and truly there was.
In ending, Brother Darryl
Onorato admonished us to love one
another and bring that love unto the

world.
Thankfulness was expressed to
the tìme and effort of the saints who
came to support and fellowship with us
and the love and sac¡ifices made on
our behalf to make this day possible.
Brother James Sgro invited us to
remember the region in fasting and
prayer and to pray that God's blessrngs
will continue. "All ofus together can
reach into the throne of God and ask
for what God has proinised us. Let's
all make that commitment to serve
God, We are The Church ofJesus

Cltrist!"

'Words
OURWORDSCAN:
Bring blessings orhurt;
Bringhappiness ormake sad;

TestifyofChrist ordenyHim,
GOD'S WORDS CANONLY:
Bringblessings;

Bringjoy;
TestifoofChrist;
Teach us how to live.
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"Behold, there come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt; antt
there shall arise after lhem seven years of làmine; and all the plenty shall be forgolten
in lhe land of Egypl, antl the famine shall consume lhe land" (Genesis 41 .29-30).

"Let Pharaoh do lhis, and let him appoint offcers over the lantJ, and take up the JìJih
seven plenteous years. And lel lhent gather all lhe food
of those good years thal cone, and lay up corn un¡Jer the hand of Pharaoh, dnd lel lhem
keep food in the cílies. And that food shall be for store to the land against lhe seven years
of famine, which shall be in the land of Egtpl that the land perish not through the
"
famine (Cenesis 4l:34-36).

CONSTJLlANTS
Genllle

Allqutpp¡, PA

.

Aridgcwsler,

l'he Pharaoh had a strange dream thal he could nol undersland. Joseph was called upon lo
interpret the dream, as God had given Joseph this gifted ability of interpretatron. Joseph did
indeed interpret the dream, predicting that there would be a terrible famine for seven years
in Egypt. However, the seven years preceding it would be bountiful. Believing the interpretation, the Pharaoh saved a fifth ofthe crops in each ofthe seven years ofplenry, and averted
starvation ofhis people during the seven following years of famine, because ofthc food that
had been stored up. Many people ÍÌom surroundingregions camq to Eglpt to buy corn because
they were starving. Included were Joseph's own family, who came to him (not knowing itwas
Joseph) to buy food. Many people were saved becâuse they were prepared.

In our hves, there are many times of "famine." It

comes in the form of affllction,
with
or others, discouragement,
family
members
contention
unemployment, marital strife,
prophet
a
to
know that wè WILL go
We
don't
need
depreision, disillusionment, or hurt.
through these things. Then there are times ofsuccess, happiness,joy, peace, and love..We also
know thâ t there 'Jy'ILL be times like these in bur lives. Thekeyto h4ving a happy life is knowing
how to save up during the time of plenty, so we can tapinto it during ttmes of famine. The
concept ofbanking is a good metaphor.Ifyou neverput any money in the bank, ornever had
any type ofsavings plan, whcn something major would happen in your life requiring money,
you wouldnothaveit. You wouldnothave money to putyour children through college, or have
money for retirement. It is no different spiritually. Wc need to make a conscious effort during
the good times to "save up." When times are good, we can pray with all the energy we have,
that God would help us in times ofnéed. Then when discouragement comes, and we are too
weak to really pray as we should, we can simply ask God to honor those fe¡vent prayers we
offered up in the past. He'll never let us down; We can record the numerous blessing in a diary
during the good times so we can read it during times ofdiscouragement. We can do for qthers;
help,ing them naturally orspiritually whcn it is well v/ith us.'Ihen when the time comes when
we require help, we will find many friends who are willing to "retum the favor," When times
are good, we can work on eliminating bad habits and create new "good" habits, hke reading
the Word regularly, or praying regularly. 'lhen when times are not so good, we won't have
the added stress of a bad habit or ignorance of God's Word because we have never read.
When times are good, we can plan special times for our spouses or famiÌies. This can create
wonderful memories that can later cushion arguments or contention thal WILL arise. There
are so many ways to "save" in good times 3o we can "withdraw" in times ofneed. I'm sure
you can think ofmany other examples.
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Unfortunately. when trmes are gootl. most people l'orget to "sâve" in these wâys. We simply
overindulge on the good things. But if we discipline ourselves and consciously make an effort
to save up during these times, we will have a far more balanced life. We will have a life that
Jesus intended us to have, and will easily survive the "famine's" that v/e will face.

.
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brother or sister to someone else, it
causes discord. This is an abomination
to God. You must stop this. You are
in deep trouble with God. There is no
excuse in the family of God for us to
talk about ône ânother. Usually

The

Children's

critical, busybody people are unhappy
with themselves. They are people
who try to put others down so they
look better to themselves. Everyone

Corner
By

knows this.

Sister Janel Bork

Lord hate. Yes, seven are an abomla proud look, a lying
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,
a hearl that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that are swift in running to
mischief, a false witness that speaketh
nation to him , ..

God Hates a Busybody
Dear Friends,
The Church ofJesus Christ is like
being with a wonderful, big, family.
There is love here and much power of
God. It is a privilege to come to this
church and have all these blessings,
In order to stay part of this big
family, we must follow all the rules
ofGod. He has very strict rules about
the way He vr'ants us to âct ând to
treat one another. He wants this
family to be more loving and far more

kind than our flesh and blood families
usually are.
In our families, many times people forget to respect another family
member's business. Sometimes we
may even talk about them in an unkind
way. For example, a person might
say, "Oh, they're nice," and then say
"but . . . " and add a really mean, cruel
sentence. The Lord hears that mean
sentence and it makes him very mad
at the gossiper. We are told in I Peter
4:15, "But let none ofyou suffer flet
yourself be] as a murderer, as a thief,
or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other men's matters."
God lists a busybody right along

with those three other tenible crimes.
We are not supposed to talk badly
about one brother or sister to another.
Not one bad thing. It causes hard
feelings ordistrust, and discord. This
is not listed as a small sin.
In the Bible ín Proverbs 6:16- 19, it
says, "'I'hese srx things does the

hes and he that soweth discord among
the breth¡en [the Church brothers and

sisters]."

Don't do this. Ifyou hear yourselfacting this way. ask God to forgive
you and to change you. Stop doing
this. Figure out quietly why you are
feeling cruel orjealous or mad, Make
a goal to change yourselfand quit
being a busybody about everyone
else. Don't hurt someone in the family
ofGod. or lriends visiting with us.
Love them, forgive them ifyou see
them in trouble or making mistakes,
and be careful what you say, James
says to control your tongue and pray
for them. God commands us to do
this. He expects us in the family of
God to be better than our flesh and
blood familìes.

Ifyou talk badly about any

WORD SEARCH
IS
THE
GOSSIP
BIBLE
TEACHES DON'T
TALK
US
ABOUT
GOD
OTHERS
HATES
AIT
BUSYBODY MAKES
GOD
FAKE
CARING MAD

With care,
Sister Jan
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0ultomenfrday

AliquippaCircle
Celebrates 80 Years

the General Circle, meeting all the
requests made ofthem and providing
support natulally and spirìtually.

Saturday aftemoon, May 31st
began our weekend celebration as
nearly 50 sisters, brothers and friends
enjoyed a three hour river cruise,
followed by dinner and time for
fellowship. The day was gray and
rainy, but the fellowship and fun was
sunny and incredible.

By Sister Karen L. Progar

It

is hard to belíeve that 80 years

ago a small group ofsisters in the
Aliquippa Branch started meeting as a
Ladies' Uplift Circle in May of 1923.
Since that time, the Circle has been a
great help to the Àliquippa Branch and

A

Brard ¡¡C

tli¡¡iorilcr¡
Forest Hills, Florida
Ordinations
By Sisler Lorraine

I

Rose

CAN HEAR MY SA\'IOR

CALLING...
Our Branch has been blessed

with the love that God continues to
bestow upon us. He has seen fìt to
call tbree of our brothers to the office
ofDeacon. May 18, 2003, our cups
were truly filled as many visitors,
friends, family and the brothers and
sisters of our Branch witnessed
Brother Nick Davella, Brother Erik
Rooney and Brother Keith Eutsey
being ordained as Deacons.
Brother Scott Griffith opened our
meeting in prayer, which was followed
by Brother Milford Eutsey, Jr. reading
the duties of a Deacon from lhe Law
and Order of The Church of Jesus
Chrisl. He then reâd from Acts 6, the
Apostle speaking, ".. .It is not reason
that we should leave the word of God
and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men
ofhonest report, fuìl ofthe Holy Ghost

The weekend concluded on
Sunday when the branch g¡anted the

to sweetly reminisce on the p.ast as the
names of our sisters who had gone on
to their reward were read as roscs
were placed in vases in their memory,
The three vases prepared were later
taken to our shut-in sisters as a tokcn

ofour love for them.
Folìowing the service, a clelicious
luncheon was enjoyed by all. We
consider it a true gift ofGod to have
enjoyed such a wonderful auxiliary for
these many years. It is our prayer that
God will continue to bless the

it

sisters the privilege ofproviding a

Aliquippa Ladies' Uplift Circle

special program. Sísters Janet Gibson
and Joyceann Jumper wrote a wonderful program in which the hrstory ofthe
Ci¡cle and the role of sisters past and
present was highlighted. We had time

continues on in its service to the
branch and The Church of Jesus
Christ, while providing an avenue for
the Church's women to develop
spiritually.

and wisdom, whom we may appoint

Healing in New Orleans

over this business." As our Brothers
prepared for the ordination, Brother
Scott elaborated on the scripture that
was read. There was a need to help
the Apostles and those that were
chosen carried the Spirit ofGod
through their livesjust as our brothers
carry that same Spirit. We must set
an example and shine our Jight that the

world may see something different in
us, which is the Light ofJesus Christ.
Brother Bobby Woods washed
Brother Nick Davella's feet and he
was ordained by Brother Philip
Benyola, Sr, Brother Dewayne
Eutsey washed Brother Keith Eutsey's
feet and he was ordained by Brother
Milford Eutsey, Sr. Brother Dan
Risola washed Brother Erik Rooney's
feet and he was ordained by Brother
Jim Speck.
Brother Scott, Brother Bryan,
Brother Dan, Sister Sunshine and
Sister Mandy sang A Few Good Men.

We then heard each of our newlyordained Deacons give testimony of
how the Lord has worked in their lives
to bring them to this calling ofservice
for Him. We feel so blessed in the
calling ofour brothers. They have that
beautiful spirit with them that shines in
all they have done and will continue to
do with the guidance of our Lord.
We are thankful this day for the
Bountiful Blessings we enj oyed.

as

By Brother Mark Kovacic
Our four year old son, Michael,
contracted a tenacious virus when he
was two weeks old and since then has
been plagued with respiratory problems. We have been to the emergency room twice and the doctor's
office four other times this spring. We
were in fear that Michael would be
diagnosed with asthma at any moment.
Sister Marlea Frentzos relayed our
problem to the Ministry in Atlanta and
an anointed handkerchief was sent to
us. Brother George and Sister Marlea
brought it to us on Sunday June 1,
2003.
After our study session was over,
I took Michael and our daughter.
Jennifer, into Michael's room and I
explained to them about the handkerchief, We had prayer togelhcr for
Michael's heaìing and then I pinned
the handkerchiefon the inside of
Michael's shirt against his chest. He
asked, "How long do i have to wear rt,
Mommy?" I told him just as Iong as
you want to. The kids went off to play
for a while and then Michael came to
me and said "Mommy, you
can take it offofme, I'm healed nowl"
(Continued on Page 8)
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The lookonhis face was complete belief

and acceptance.
We went out to visit my sister in
Oklahoma the next week and when
we retumed there was a message on
our machine from our doctor saying he
vr'anted to do another chest x-ray on
Michael for comparison to see if there
was scaring in his lungs or if it wasjust
pneumonia. Vy'e went and had the x-

ray. It

was perfectly

cìear. No

pneumonia, no asthma! Praise God!!!
Sister FIilary Gipson

Pearl River, Louisiana.

Blessi¡gs at Miami-Dade
Mission
The Ordinances of the

ihutch

!

The blessing of a child
rs specral! We had several visitors
from Peru at o.ur meeting and the Spirit
ofGod was prevalent, You could feel
rt in the singing, preaching, teshmony
what mole can we ask? Sister
Melissa and Brothcr Miguel sang #59,
To See the Morning Li4ht G lew
verses in Spanish)
Evangelist Miguel Bicelís opened
with approþriate scriptures and we felt
a great blessing in hearing our visitors
.giving testimony of thanks to God for
are beautiful

invjting them to our meetingl Our
Lord asked, "'Jy'ho is the greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven?" Whoso shall
receive a little child received me. God
can read. every intent of our heârt. 3
Nephi I t:3 l-32, " ...I will declare
unto you my doctrine...repent and
believe in me." Vs. 37, "And again I
say unto you, ye must repent, and
become as a little child, and be baptized in my name. or ye can in nowise
receive these things." Vs. 38,'jAnd
again I say u.nto you, ye must repent
and be baptized ín my name, and
become as a litlle cbild, or ye can in
nowise inherit the kingdom of God."
What is the message? Why did
Christ come? Not for us to hâve a
holiday on Christmas. God sent His

Son to give us â gift we can use in this
life to go to etemity, and that becomes
â greater gift. The message ,.vas that
He wanted to give us a gilt of forgrvcness. God understands that we are not
perfect; He understands that we have
pain and needs and whoso does not
comc and bc baptized shallnot receive
the gift. First is the forgiveness ofsins
to retum to the state oflittle children.
IfChrist came, the little children would
run to him. We might be praying on
our knees. crying. but lrttle children
would be embracing Christ.
Moroni 8:10 - Little chil&en do
not have to be baptized. Repentance
and baptism is for those who are
"accountable and capable of committing sin; yea, teach parents that they

must rcpent and be baptized. and
humble themselves as their little
children, and they shall all be saved

wilh their litlle children." Vs. I I "And their little children need no
repentance,neitherbaptism. Behold,
baptism is unlo repentânce to the
fulfi lling the commandments unto the
remission of sins." Vs. l2 - 'r...llttle
children are alive in Christ.,." When
they pass, they go directly to God.
If you choose to receive it, God has a
gift, Vr'e want you to find your place,
whatever God has for you. All is
FREE; Christ never charged anything
for being a blessing. May you be
guided by the Spìrit to find yoursel'f ín
His congrepjation,

At this trme the parents brought
the child forward and Brother Miguel
blessed little Ysabella. The parents
and family were pleased with their
smiles and testimony Òf thanks to God.
Brother George Kovacìc spoke about
the disciples trying to control the
crowd, from Luke. The childre¡ saw
Jesus and they were attracted to him
and it upset the disciples. Jesus said,

"Suffer the little children to come unto
me and forbid them not for such is the
kingdom of heaven."
Brother Justin Severson said he
felt it a reliefwhen his two children
were blessed, God knows what is at
stake and He will drrect the children
and one day they will se¡ve Him. It
was a privilege to meet all ofthe
visitors this day. Ofcourse, we invite

them back,

Russellville, Alabama
On July 12 and 13, 2003 BroXher

Mark and Sister Kelly Kovacic; along

with her father, Gerald Warden, went
to Russellville to fellowship with saints
and their families. Saturday evening
was spent felloWshipping and catching
up on all ofthe news and activities and
admiring how the children had grown
in such a short amount of time. For
Sunday services, Brother Mark taught
lhe ten adults from Brother Dominic
Moraca's parnphlet, Drawing Closer
tr¡ Gotl. Teslimonies were offered
and communion was served. Sister
Kelly took the children for their own
.

Sunday School lesson.

Brother Ricardo, Sister Anna,
Ilrother Rickìe and Joanna Nava have
relocated to Las Vegas. Nevada:
however, they stay in contact. Sister
Anna called the other dây to say that
while reading Btbther Bucci's book
American Indian Moses at a bus stop,
anolher woman waiting lor the bus
began to âsk her questions about the
book. The womein said itlooked v4ry
interesting and wanted to. know how to
obtain a copy. Sisteî Anna got her
name and address, and a copy is on its

way.
Brother Alfredo and Sister Azar,
along with their thÌee childién, spent
two weeks in Tijuana. They specifically went to attend the Conference
of the lmericas, as well as to sce
their families. Both were able to testify
ofthe wonderful blessings they enjoyed

while visiting there. Sister Azar's
father, Brother David, who spent some
time in Russellville, sent his greetings
to all ofthe saints in our Region.
Brother Moises Gonzalez is currently woîking in southern Tênnessee.
Being away from Sister Teresa and
their three children is difficult fo¡ all of
them. Please remember them in your
praycfs.
Brother Osvaldo and Sister Lupe
Gonzalez are expecting their third child
in early November. Please remember
them in your prayers as well that all
may proceed well
Sister Febe Castrejon Lopez is in
need of our prayers, as her mother
recently passed away in Mexico. She
testified Sunday thât with Christ she is
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comforted, but asks us to pray for her
family in Mexico, as they do not have
the same reliance on Christ as she
does and are greatly houbled by the
loss of their mother, What a beautiful
reminder that only Christ can provide
the Comforter!
The saints in Russellville all send
their greetings to the brothers and
sisters ofthe Region and invite all to

visitthem.

Treasure Goast, Florida
By Sister Lori Checchi
May and June have been monthS
filled with both trials and blessings for
the 'freasure Coast Branch. Through
it all. we have leamed the blessings are
worth the bâttle.
Our May 4 ineeting began with
Brother David Checchi opening our
meeting. He asked the question to the
con$egation - Do we remember the
promise we mâde at the water's edge?
In the midòt ofall our trials and
troubles. do we remember to praise
God? Do we let things stand in the
way ofour serving God? Using the
lOtr' chapter of Mark, where the young
ruler asks Christ \¡/hat he must do,
Brother David elaborated on what we
must do to be saved. What one thrng
do we lack thât stands in our way of
serving God? Brother David testified
that before he was baptized, he
vr'anted everything in order ¡n his life.
He had trouble letting go ofthis idea
and it hindered him from getting
baptized. When he finally took that
step, a vision was had of two lambs
standing beside him and a voice spoke
saying "Take up thy closs and follow
me." We need to let go of the things
in our life that hinde¡ us. For those
that hâve not made that commitment,
the Lord is calling. For those that have
made lhe commìtment, kecp pressing
forward. Get up each moming, pick
up your cross and keep going. Get
back to that first love."
Brother Ron Carradi followed
speaking from the same scripture and
commented that the young ru)er was

expechng Christ to be impressed with
hìs words. Brother Ilon said eternal
ìife is for everyone. You don't have to
do anything, but whether you spend
this etemal life in heâven is up to you.
He also spoke of the two men who
were asked to serve in the vineyard.
One said no, and then did serve. One
said yes, and then did not. Which one

did the wìÌ] of the father? What
mattered was the commitment and the
one who followed through with his
effort and actions were greater than
his words. The work must be done
with ân eye to the purpose ofglorifying
Cod.

On May 18, Brother Rocco
Benyola opened and commented that
every day life is a battle. We need to
keep ourselvcs in that fighting spirit to
be able to endure to the end, He read
from the book of Ephesians and spoke
ôf what we must wear spiritually to
prepare for this daily battle. "Our loins
must be girt with the truth for the truth

will set you free. The adversary is full
of lies and deceit and we must protect
ourselves from these things. Put on
the breasçlate of righteousness, study
constantly, and live in obedience to the
Gospel. Our feet must be shod with
the Gospel ofpeace." Brother Rocco
compared the adversary's wo¡k to a
work of turmoil, not of peace. "We let
him stir up our lives and make us
stressed ând unhappy. We have the
Holy Spirit and tbe fruits of the Spirit;
love, joy. meekness, etc. lf we live in
the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit,
above all, taking the shield offaith.
Our faith has shown us many times
that the blessings are worth it. We
have to battle despaìr and discouragement. We need a posjtive attitude, a
'get up and go for God' attitude. We
can do all things through Christ Jesus.
He can help us prevail. Our knowledge make s us realize this. We know
bascd on experiences of family,
b¡others and sisters and we know
Chnst cannot faì1. This knowledge
makes us realize the blessings are

worth the battles. Be prayerful and

don't get sidetracked by the stress the
evil one can cause in our life. Keep
your eye on the mark."
Brother John D'O¡azio followed
quoting the Apostle PauÌ where he

writes we are troubled on every side,
but not dist¡essed. "No matter what
the situation of life is that we face, if
we do not allow Satan to overcome us,
won't. Greater is he that is in you.
Our problems might not be easy, but
we can overcome them. Those that
sow in tears shall reap in joy.l'
On June 1, the blessing continued
with many visitors in our branch this
day. They included Carla and Peter
Bolcato, Sis. Joann Romano, Brother
I)ean and Sis. Denise Romano, llank
and Sis. Dianne Stelzer and their
children. Brother Rocco welcomed all
and thanked everyone fo¡ their attendance. He noted it had been a rough
week and he announced that Brother
he

Mark Rogolino and Sis, Mary Cason
were in the hospital. He asked that
we follow the spirit and let rt prevail
because we're in God's house and our
problems are outside,
Brother Frank Rogolino opened
and said that although we have sorrows and troubles now, it will be
beautiful when we can one day see
Jesus. Stay faithful to the Lord and
keep the love ofJesus Christ in your

heart. Brother l{occo followed and
told the con$egation they must keep
God first in every parl oftheir lìves.
"Make him the comerstone of marriage, your guide while you are young
in school and when you are older. Do
not trust in the flesh; trust in the arm of
God. Even ifyou fall down, you need
to pick yourselfup and keep on going.
Ignore your pride and do whatever ìt
takes to endure to the end and God will
take care of you."
On June 4, the local MBA
enjoyed a campout style meeting with
song and testimony, Brother David

Checchi spoke saying how wonderful
it is to be able to go to God in prayer
for all our needs. "Don't ever take
that prjvilege for granted. When we
are at our lowest, we can go to God in
prayer and He will not leave us alone."
A wonderful spirit was felt as each
member of the congregatìon from the
youngest to the eldcst tcstified of
God's goodness and glory. The tcstimony meeting began with a group of
teens and children singing and praising
(Continued on Page 10)

l0

October 2003

Treasure Coast, FL
Contìnued from Page

I

God. They thanked God for being in
their lives and for their parenls bringing
them to church. We continued by
having members from each ofthe
surrounding cities sing in groups and
testify. Sister Mary Cason spoke ofa
recent experience where her heart
stopped for a couple minutes and she
thanked God for allowing her to live.
Brother Frank Rogolino closed bY
saying that we all need each other and
we need to help each other.
On June 15, after our SundaY
School lesson, we started thís Fâtherls
Day by singing many wonderful
praises unto our Heavenly Father. As
Jared Benyola led the singing this
moming, we invited the Spirit of God in
through songs ofpraise. Our meeting
was opened by Brother John D'orazio
who read from Genesis 22 concerning
the faith Abraham had in offering his
only son, Isaac. One can only surmise
the griefhe must have felt in preparing
him for the sacrifice; but he was
determined to obey God's command,
believing that God would raise him up
and kecp his.promise regardi4g
Abrahamls seed. Brother John.also
related the importance ofbeing a
natural father in our.day and time, and
how this rèsponsibility should not be
taken lightly. Fathers should set the
example for their childréh to follow,
even as Ch¡ist set the example for us
to follow.

Brother David Chccchi followed,
reading from the sâme chapter and
relating how Isaac asked his father
where the sacrífice was, and Abraham's answer was that God would
provrde the sacrifice. Even as
Abraham was prepared to offe¡ his
only son as a sacrífice, God dld not
withhold his only begotten son from
going to the cross for each and every
one of us. We have the promise of
salvation through faith, repentance and
baptism because God sent his only Son
to die for our sins.
As the meeting was opened for
testimony, Sister Línda D'orazio was
quick to get up and praise God for
healing her of a blocked artery, The
doctors told her seve¡al tests showed

thât she had a 60-70% blockage in her
neck, but when they did a final test.
they found out that her artery \ryas
"prislinc" with no blockage at all.
Praise God!
As the meeting continued,
Brother Scott Martin, who recently
began attending meetings once again,
stood and asked to be reinstated back
rnto fellowship. He stated that his
desire was to take communion with the
saints of God. As the Ministry called
him up front, Brother Frank Rogolìno
offered a prayer that God would

notjust for the needs ofman. In the
middle ofthe night, an awful foreboding fell over him and he felt fear like
he'd never felt before, just as a child
afraid ofa monster unde¡ his bed.
Then he knew it was the devil that
wanted him. "I haven'1 been so
scared in all my life. The words came
to me, 'Get thee behind me, Satan, in
the name of Jesus Chîist, leave me

alone,' At that moment all fear left
me and I knew that the Lord wanted
me as much as Satan did, We know
who wins that battle," he testifìed the

following Sunday back in Tampa, tears
swclling in his eyes.
Brother Kevin was introduced to
the Church last summer by his wife,
Sister Stacy Walton. Sìnce then, his
son has bçen healed pf seizures and he
has been healed of shingles under the
went home wrth our cups fille{, once
hands ofthe ministry and by the grace
again praising God!
of the Lord. Brother Kevin was
baptized in December and has grown
to be a great asset to our congregation.
I have desired Ïhe responsibilities
Tampa, Florida
of a Deacon for some timel likewise,
the discretion ofthe ministry and the
By Brother Peler Benyola
need for a Deacon was there, but I
was seeking a personal conñmation
"Then lhe lwelve called the
thât I could really call my own, so I
multitude of the disciples unto lhem,
spent this time praying for a sign from
and said, It is nol reason thal we
the Almighty for His calling. I also
should leave the word of ..God, and
solicited other brothers and sisters to
serve tables. Iítheyeþre, brelhren,
pray for this purpose, that theirs might
look ye out among you seven men of be heard, Lo and behold, I received
honest repolt, full of, the Holy Ghost blessings on Sunday. Belorc the
and wisdom, whotn we ay appoinl
meeting started the song, Mountaín of
oter this business" (Acts 6:2-3).
the Lord, was selccted. I lvas so
On Sunday, August 31, 2003
touched by the words, I cricd. It is
saints from across the region asunusual for me to be touched so
sembled to witness the ordinations of
strongly in a service, so when it
Brother Kevin Murphy and me
happens to me, something special or
(Brother Peter Benyola) into the office out ofthe ordinary is taking place.
ofDeacon at Tampa, Florida.
Sister Christina Paxon sang #24
Two weeks eariier, at the Southin the Songs of Zion, The Day He
east Region Conference in Lake
Found Me. Brother Malcolm Paxon
Wo¡th, Brothers Phil Benyola, Sr. and
from the Atlanta branch spoke on the
Milford Eutsey approached us and
story ofNicodcmus, and Brother
informcd us that it was time for us to
Milford Eutsey went through the duties
be called to work as f)eacons. Later
and conventions ofthe Deacon in I
thât evening, Brother Kevin and Sister
Timothy and lhe I.aw and Order.
Slacy retumed to their room. Kevin
Brother Kevin was called forth, and all
was unable to sleep, and lying awake,
the Deacons sat before him. Before
his feet were washed, each Deacon
he prayed for hours to the Lord for a
sign that this calling was from FIìm and was asked to give him a briefpiece of
accept him back into the fold.

We then went into our feet washing service and enjoyed a nice spirit of
peace and unity with one another in
observing this ordinance. Afterward, a
potluck dinner was held and we all
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advice. Brother Eric Rooney was
inspired to wash Brother Kevin's feet,
and he was ordained by Brother Jim

might come between my service and
the things I
would have to work on things like
Spec, Sr.
initiative, discemment, determìnation,
"But we wtll give ourselves
and most importantly humility. I
conlinually to pra.yer, and to the
testified that I would not ovcrcome the
ministry of the word" (Yerse 4).
obstacle ofgaining these things withoul
Then the hymn, Ye Wo ,4re Called to the Lord giving me shength, and that
Labor was sung and I was asked to
my brother and I would need to have
come forward. The Deacons again
them in order to dojustice for the
each presented me with a short piece
service of the office. I asked them to
ofadvice. 'lhis had not been done
pray for us that we would serve them
before in our branch and it was very
and the Lord to the greatest extent and
moving. The Spirit fìlled them as they
in whatever way He sees fit. Our
poured their hearts out about their love
meetrng was closed with #36 from the
for their office and experiences and
Songs of Zion, Remove Every
what they harì leamed from lhcir
Stumbling Block, a song that, quite
calling.
honestly, I had been reflecting on quite
My brother, Deacon Philip Jr,,
â bit lately. God shows us love in the
washed my feet. I thank God for
smallthings.
inspiring that prayer because by that
Now I would ask you to rememtrme the Spint in the room was in full
ber us in prayer, and others in the
swing as we were all touched by his
Church with responsibilities, because
words.
we all gain strength when v/e pray on
"...Wen they had prayed, they behalfofeach other. We asked God
Iaid their hands on them" (Yerce 5- to call us to service, and we were
6).
blessed this Sunday, The One who
As the Eìders surrounded me to
loves us is always there to fulfill our
bestow the authority ofa Deacon,
needs if we would only ask Him and
Brother Phil, Sr. offered the bottle of
let Him do His great work.
oil to whomever felt inspired. The
Spirit prompted Brother Dominick
Rose to perform the ordination, but he
held back. Then Brother Phil tumed to
him and said, "Brother Dominick, I feel
that you should ordaín Peter." Later,

Him. It occurred to me

*

WEDDINGS *

Olivia Rose Landrey, daughter of
Brother Austin and Sister Nicole
Landrey was blessed on July 6, 2003 in
the Phoenix/Mesa, Arizona Branch.
Brooke Elizabeth Lambert,
daughter ofBrother Jim and Sister
Lynette Lambert was blessed on
August 3, 2003 in Detroit, Michigan
Branch #2.

Ysabella Bemaola Lewis, daughter of Michael P. Donnelly and
Darlene B. Camacho was blessed on
August 3,2003 in the Miami-Dade,
Florida Branch.

OBITUARIES
We wish lo express our sympathy lo those thLt mouftt the loss of
loved ones. May God bless and
comfurl you.

ROBERT A, WATSON
Brother Robert A. Watson of the
PhoenixÀ4esa, A¡ízona Branch pas¡ed
on to his reward on May 15,2003.
Brother Bob was an ordained Apostle
ofThe Church ofJesus Christ. FIe is
survived by his wife, Sister Sarah
Watson; children, Sister Elaine and
spouse, Brother Dwa¡me Jordan,
Brother Larry and spouse, Sister Vanessa Watson, and Judy and spouse,
Rrck Roberts; six grandchildren and
their spouses; and six great-grandchíldren.

B¡other Domìnickwould tearfully
confess to Brother Phil that he also felt
Brother Jonathan Rogalla and
the prompting, but waited for a confirAmy Campana were united in holy
mation, which occurred when Llrother
matrimony, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Phil invited him to perform the ordinaon June 21, 2003.
tion. This time the Lord gave both
Brother Dominick and me the answers
we sought but with one blessed
confi rmation. Brother Dominick took
ANTHONY R, PALERMO
the bottle immediately and ordained
me. Thìs experience was indeed the
Brother Tony palermo of the
sign I had been praying for.
Jordan Frederick Onorato, son
Phoenix_/Mesa, Arizona Branch,
We were later asked to share our Daniel T. and Catherine L. Onorato, passed on to his reward
on July-by6,
testimonies. Brother Kevin expressed
was blessed on May 25,2003 tn
2003. He is preceded in death
îis
how the Lord convinced him ofthe
Brunswick, Maine
wifle, Sister Rose palermo. He ii
Gospel when he beheld the miracles in
survived by his children, Sister Canie
his life. I related the serious thought I
Jayson Emmanuel Perrello, son
and spouse, B¡other Walt Jankowski,
had given to the forthcomjng ordination
Donald and A¡n Perrello was blessed Darryl Palermo, and Marietta Sefctk;
while I spoke to God, asking Him to
on J:cne 24,2003 in the
fìve grandohildren and nine great_
reveal to me the stumbling blocks that
Maine
grandchildren.

Children Blessed

_

B¡anch.

_

Branch.

of
the

of
Brunswick,

tl

t2
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Baptisms and Reinstatements
Sister Jeanette Israel was baptized on July 6, 2003 in
the Brunswick, Maine Branch, She was baptized by
Blother Richard J, Onorato, Jr., and confirmed by Brother
Richard Onorato, Sr.

Sister Fuchieh Hung (Laina) was baptized on July 16,
2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan. She is
atlending the Harrlson. Michigan Mission She was baptized
by Brother Lyle Criscuolo and confirmed by Brother Bob
Piz-z.aia.

Sister Nicole Amy Nnadi was baptizcd at the Columbus, Ohro Mission. She was baptized by Brother Isaac J
Smith and confirmed by Brother Paul A Palmieri,

Brother Andrew Thomas McNamara was baptized on
July 16, 2003 at the GMBA Câmpout in Saginaw, Michigan
He is attending the Metuchen' New Jersey Branch. He was
baptízed by Brother f)avid Catalano and confirmed by
B¡other Ken Lombardo.

Sister Tracy L. Humphleys was baptized on July 20,
2003 at the McKees Rocks, Pgnnsylvania Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Paul Ciotti Jr., and confìrmed by
BrotherWilliam Colangelo,

Sister Chelsea Alexandra Ignagni was baptized on July
16,2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan, She
is attending the Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Joe Ignagni and confirmed by Brother

Sister Lisa Hanis was baptized on July 20,2003 at the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Richard Lawson and confimed by Brother Paul

Ciotti, Sr,
Brother Jeffrey Harris was baptized on August 10,
2003 at the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvanìa Branch. He was
baptized by Brother Paul Ciotti, Sr. and confirmed by
Brother Ralph Ciotti.
Sister Carla Joann Bolcato was baptized on July 16,
2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan. She
was baptized by Brother Chuck Maddox and confirmed by
Brother Paul A. Palmieri.

Brother Peter Vincent Bolcato, Jr. was baptized on
Juty 16, 2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Mrchigan
FIe was baptized by Brother Lou Vitto and confirmed by
Brother l,arry Champine.

Address Change
Name
Address

Phone

JeffGiannetti.
Brother Aaron Thomas Palmieri was baptized on Juìy
16, 2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan. He
is attending the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch I"Ie was
baptized by Brother Paul A. Palmieri and confrrmed by
ApostlePauì Palmreri.
Sister Tessa Elizabeth Churchill was baptized on July
16, 2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan She
is attending the Maine Branch. She was baptized by
Brother Joe Igrragni and confirmed by Brother Tony

Calabrese.

Brother Justin Alexander Machnik was baptized on

July 16,2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan'
He was baptized by Brother Joe Ignagnì and conlìrmed by
Brother Lconard A. Lovalvo.
Sister Elise Anna Kehr was baptized on July 17. 2003
at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan. She is
attending the Metuchen, New Jersey Branch She was
baptized by Brother David Catalano and confirmed by
Brother Jim l,ink.

Brother Aâron Jon Olexa was baptized on July 17,
2003 ât the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan He is
attending the Metuchen, New Jersey Branch, He was
baptized by Brother Doug Obradovich and confirmed by
Brother Ken Lombardo.
Brother Colby John Lombardo was baptized on Juìy
17, 2003 at the GMBA Campout in Saginaw, Michigan. He
is attending the Metuchen, New Jersey Branch. He was
baptized by Brother Ken Lombardo and confìrmed by
Brother Tony Vadasz.
Sister Kelly Ilutledge was baptized on July 20, 2003 in
the lnner Ciry, Detroit, Michígan Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Daniel Mo¡a and confirmed by Brother Steve
Champine.
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The Church of Jesus Christ Established
in Malawi,Africa
By Evangelist J Joseph Perri.
The year was 1986; Brother
Joseph Calabrese and I were preparing for a missionary hip to Kenya.
Brother Elizaphan Osaka and his
wife, Sister Nina were baptized, and
our purpose for taking this trip was to
establish the church in that country.
Before our departure, I received a
telephone call from a brother who
said he had a dream and wanted to
relate it to me.
He said in the dream he was
shown the continent of Africa with
all ofthe countries and their boundaries. He saw the counhy of Nigeria,
and there was a bright flame of fire
bumihg. The next country he saw
was Ghana; from that country there
was a bright flame offire burning
also. He was. made to understand
that The Church of Jesus Christ had
already been established in both of
these countries, thus the bright flame
of fire. The next country he saw r as
Kenya, and there was a small flame
just beginning to bum.
As he looked and beheld the
continent ofAfrica, within each
country he could see sparks as
though a fire was being started in
every country until the entire African

continent was ablaze. The Church in
Kenya has been established for some
years now and the next country to
receive the Gospel and The Church of
Jesus Christ Established was Malawi.
The interpretation of this dream was it
showed the time would eventually
come when every country in Africa
would be receiving the message of
the Restored Gospel. Many inquiries
are coming from diflerent counhies in
Africa requesting information. What
is the next country interested and
inquiring about the Restored Gospel?
The Republic ofthe Congo! A
possible exploratory trip isplanned
early ìn2004

Malawi is known as the Watm
Heart of Africa, a peaceful country,
with its citizens very humble. When
Brothers Joh¡ DiBattista and Joel
Gehly made their exploratory trip to
Malawi in March thrs year, they found
t.,vo aged brothers receptive to the
message of the Restored Gospel, that
were baptized: pioneers God prepared for the great work of the Lord
Malawi.
The dates ofour visit were from
August 24'r' through September 7ù.
This was our first visit there. Brother
in

ll

Lyle Criscuolo and I have been on
previous trips to Africa, however this
was the first visit to an African
country for Evangelist Philip Arcuri of
the Atlantic Coast Region and Elder
Alphonso Hopkins ofthe Southeast

Region. Having been on missionary
work to other countries in Africa
whe¡e the weather is very hot ând
humid, it was a welcomed relief to
have warm days and very cool nights.
We had to sleep under a blanket.
Our first visit with and introduction to.Brolhers Nyirenda and Gausi,
were under the same Mango tree in
Brother Nyiienda's compound where
Brothers John and Joel met these two
brothers.and their conversion took
place: Greetìing Brother's Frederick
and Manase (Calvin) gave each of us
the same impression of humility that

Brother John and Joel exp-erienced.
We paused and offered prayer,
thanking God for our safe arrival in
this coun$, for the opportunify to
meet our Brothers Nyirenda and Gausi
and be able to accomplish our mission
for which we were sent, that our trip
would be fruitful, and our Creator and
His Son Jesus would be glorìfied,
honored and praised.

Brother Frederick was determined that The Church ofJesus Christ
would be established in Mzimba. Our
fìrst mission was to meet the Pohce

.

(Cont¡nued on Page 3)
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would knock at the Torres' family
front doo¡ and climb the stairs to the
.third.flôor to the "Chu¡cKon the
Rooftöþ.'i Brothers Juan Cailos and
Alan held chapel each moming,
welcoming the children and presenting
the day's topic. Sister Joanna
Pedraza taught the nine to thirteenyear-olds, Sister Sand¡a Torres taught
the six to eighryear,olds, and Sister
Bonnie taught the two to five-yearolds. Brother Salvatore recorded
mosi of the wêekls activities on tape.

Vacation Bible School in Bogotá, Colombia
'

By

Sßter Bonnie

The first V¿cation Bible School
sponsored by The Church ofJesus
Christ, Bogotá, Colombia, South
America, was he ld, July 7'h through
July I I'h. Praise God, what ajoyful
week! For most ofthe children in
Colombia, the school year starts in
January and ends in October. The
children háve a mid-year break late in
June through the middle ofJuly.
Brother Salvatorc Conte, Brother
Alan and Sis Bonnie Metzler, traveled
to Bogotá, Colombia July 4'h ihrough
July l4rr' with the desire to assist with
holding a Vacation Bible School for

Metzler'

'

the children ofthç saints in Colombia
We want to give âll honor and
glory to God. He provided for all.of
our needs in preparing for the week.
The lessons this year in Colombia
were used last october with the

children in Guatemala. Thank God
for províding brothers and sisters to
translate the lessons for our children
in foreign counhies. God inspired the
additional activities that were presented to the children throughout the
week.
Each moming a little before
1 0:00 a.m., smiling, laughingchìldren

Each day at the conôlusion of the

activities, Siste¡ Marisol Tones
prepared a lunch for the children.
Monday morning sixteen children
attended, Our lesson for the first day
was "Noah and the A¡k." What a
blessing to hear the children discuss
Noah's obedience to God. It seemed
that the children went home the first
day and told friends. Twenty-four
children came the second day and
"Joseph and His Coat of Many
Colors" was the lesson. What a joy
to speak about Joseph and the love he
had for God and his family. Day
tkee, the number was increased by

two, and the topic was "David and
Goliath" and the faith young David
possessed in God. On the final day
classes, twenty-ei ght participated.
The lesson, "Daniel and the Lion's
Den," taught about God's love and
protection for those who love and

of

serve Him.
God truly blessed us abundantly
in teaching the children His word.
Prior to the week, it was anticipated
fìfteen to twenty children would be
attending. Preparations had been
made for as many as thirty children,
and on day five twenty-nine children
pârticipated. We took the children to
a petting zoo in Bogotá, what fun!
Most ofthe children had never been
to the petting zoo park. What an

childrèn at Vacation Bible School in Colombia, July 2003.

adventurel
Friday night, family members
were invited to the rooftop church for
fellowship. The children sang for the
families and displayed the activities
and c¡afts they had completed
throughout the week. We all ale pizza
and enjoyed each other's company.
There were forty people in attendance. The parents expressed their

November 2003
appreciation for all that was done with
their children during the week.
Reflecting back on the smiling faces
ofboth children and the adults, I thank
God for the blessings and joy He gave
each of us.

Another blessing on Saturday
was experienced when we retumed
to the home to hear music and singing
coming from upstairs. The children
were continuing their organ and guitar
lessons. It was a pleasant suryrise to
find 14 people, young and old, gathered in a circle practicing the church
songs. The instructor, who is not â
member, wâs teâching the correct
way to sing the ,So¿gr of Zion and
other Spanish hymns. Upon seeing
and hearing the fruíts oftheir effort,
we want to thank all of you who have
donated to this project.

Malawi,Africa
Cont¡nued from Page

1

and Planning Commissioners. He
wanted these men to know why we
came to Mzimba, and that, when we
were seen in the area, they would
know what our purpose was for being
in the country. Our visit was short;
the officials we met gave their approval and thanked Brother Frederick for
his intent.
Retuming to the compound of
Brother Nyirenda, we began to
instruct our brothers by actually
administering communion, feet wash-

ing, and blessing

Children at Vacation Bible School ¡n Colombla, July 2003.

within himself. We could feel the
power ofthe Spirit ofGod take hold
of him, because as prayer was
concluded, all his shength left his
body and he slid offofthe chair onto
the ground. The spirit ofrepentance
was visual as he cried and said he
repented ofhis sins and wanted to be

there was only one other occasion
where I personally experienced
ânything similar. One by one, each
person present asked for prayer,
tears streaming down the cheeks of
several young men. One brother rode
his bicycle from town about 15 KM
away. The dirt road leading up to

baptized.
I-n all of my years in the Church,

(Continued on Page 4)

ofoil for anointing. It

was apparent during this time, that the
men and women who began to
assemble there seemed interested in

observing what was taking place. An

invitation was given to those who had
been meeting with Brothers Frederick
and Manase, that ifthey desired
prayer, asking God for help in making
a decision in giving their lives to Jesus
Christ, it would be done. One young
man by the name ofChristopher
Banda, wasted no time in requesting
prayer, and while prayer was being
offered for him under the hands ofthe
Ministry, he began to cry and it was
evident hc was having a smrggle

S¡nging insidê rented church bu¡lding in Malaw¡, Africa.
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Malawi,Africa
Continued from Page 3

Brother Nyirenda's was very rough
and caused his bicycle to slide throwing hrm to the giound. That did not
discourage him at all: he picked himselfup and continued to peddle his bike
to the compound. He had a deep cut
under his chin which later required
several stitches. With a bandaid on the
wound, hejoined the first group of
converts walking about a mile or so to
the flowingMzimba River tobe baptized.
The water was very low, because there
was a lack of rain. His name is Wilson
Mgomezulu.
It would be physically impossible
for us to ¡emain or attend to the spiritual needs of those persons who would
be requesting baptism. My brothers
and I had been praying, that God
would in some way reveal His will as
to who his choice was for ordination

into the Priesthood. We met on several
occasions seeking God's direction, and
it was unanimous that both Brothers
Nyirenda and Gausi were God's
choices to be the Shepherds of the
flock and attend to those baptized
brothers and sisters in this part ofthe

world.
Brother John DiBattista placed a
call to Brother Paul Palmeri requesting
approval to ordain these two brothers
into the Priesthood, and approval was
granted. Later that same evening, a
call was placed to Brother Philip
Jackson informing him what we had
experienced. Both of these brothers
were pleased and gave their blessings

for the news.
We were pleased to have Brother
Cipeng Kapend from the Republic of
the Congo arrive on Monday aftemoon
the 25'h of August to witness the
ordinations and baptisms. Tuesday the
26ú ofAugust, the fìrst ordinations into

the Priesthood were perfomed in

Malawi. B¡other Philip Arcuri set
apart Brother Frederick Nyirenda by
washing his feet, and Brother Lyle
Criscuolo ordained him. Brother Lyle
Criscuolo set Brother Quabaniso
Manase apart by washing his feet and
Brother Joseph Peni ordained him.
These two brothers immediately began
to take part in the anointing, baptisms
and blessing oflittle children.
One of our missions was to
secure a building for worship, Finally
located was a building in the town of
Mzimba. Negotiating with the lando\ryner, we were able to enter into a
rental agreement. Brother Wilson is
well known in the town, and was
instrumental in getting â painter to
paint the building, lettering the name
the Church on the building and sign
post, making benches, a pulpit and
(Continued on Page 10)
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"Then Peter openetl his mouth. and said, Of a truth I perceive lh(1t God is no respecter
of person.s: But in every nation he lhat feareth him, and worketh righteousness, rs
accepted with him" (Acts l0:34-35),
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The story ofThanksgiving is not only a story ofgivrng thanks, but it is a storyof inclusion: If
history is conect, it was a time when the Pilgrims AND the Native Americans met together
for a huge feâst to thânk God for the bountiful harvest they had received. The Pilgrims
INCLTJDED the Native Americans in their celebration. In the scripture above, we arc taught
that God is not a respecter ofpersons, This means that anyone who seeks to serve God in truth
and righteousness is INCLUDED in the family of God. It doesn't matter if they are Jew or
Gentile, black o¡ White, Spanish speaking or English speaking. It doesn't matter if they are
rich or poor, male or female, young or old, skinny or fat. The scriplure teaches us that out of
one blood, God made all the nations ofthc earth.

15001

klproCar@stargâla.ncl

GENERAL CIRCLE EDITOR
Thcres¡ A. Br¡vo
29 Norlhli.ld AYerue
East Brunswlck NJ 0881ó

Unfortunately, the world around us is a world of EXCI,USION. Simply put, peoplc organize
themselves into groups, businesses, clubs, and even churches with people who are similar to
them. This is how pride gets rooted. Then, conflict erupts between these groups, as we have
seen throughout time and throughout the world today. One group feels ihey are better than
another group, and would never think ofassociating with each ôther.

RECION EDITORS

Jesus has shown us a better way. IIe has showil us that even the smalle st, frailest,
most unassumingperson can do extraordinary things forflim. He has showered His gifts upon
His people with no particular preference.Ifwe lookatGod's people throughout the world, we
see that every race, ethnic group, gender, and age is represented. Ifthere are "groups" who
have not accepted the Lord, it has nothing to do with their skin color, or language, or level of
prosperity. Ifpeople do not accept the Lord, it is because they don't \¡r'ant to.

Fortunately,

,{,TLANTIC CO,AST
K€nnelh l,ombardo
lO Rnckv¡€w

Trrr,.¡

No¡lh Plainlìcld, NJ

0?060

GREAT LÂKES
Cårolynn O'Connor
3158 Potonåc
/\Dn ArÞor, M¡ 4810E

OHI(}MID\ryFJT

kr The Book of Mormon, there was a time when the Zoramite people became very prideful,
and began to EXCLUDE themselves from the poor who had built their sanctuary. The poor
we¡e not allowçd in to worship with them. They felt they were prospêrous, and the poor were
not prosperous, because the favor of God was upon them and not the poor.
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"Now when Altna saw this his hearl was grieved; for he saw that they were a wicked and
a perverse people; yea, he saw thal their hearls were sel upen gold, and upon siiver,
and upott all tnanner of fine goods " (Alma 3 1 :24).
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Alma, seeinghow prideful the Zoramites had become, was síckened. He laterwentto thepoor
to preach the truth ofthe Gospel to them, and had much success. This is a perfect exar4ple
ofhow we cannotjudge the righteousness ofa person by the prosperify they have achiéved,
nor can wejudge the righteousness ofa person by any other means. The homeless person on
thestreetcomer, and the top executive ofa company, both has the same opportunity to become
a son or daughter of Jesus Christ. The Lord doesn't care about our circumstances or our
background; He only cares about the sincerity ofour heart.
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In the Church today, we have to examine our thoughts and actions. Are we INCI.USIVE of
others, or do we shy away from people who are different than we are? Do we show the same

leveloflove and attention to aûyone who walks through the doors ofourbranches or missions?
Do we feel there are certain people who are more important to God than others? These
thoughts can be very destructive to not only us, but to the Church. This Thanksgiving, let's
remember the lesson of the Pilgrims and Native Americans. Let us remember that God ìs no
respecter ofpersons. Let us see others with our hearts and not our eyes. Let us INCLUDE
anyone who will come and partake ofthe bountiful spiritual feast God has prepared for every
one of us.
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Corinthians, chapter 6, verse fourteen,
"Do not be unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: forwhat fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? A¡d what communion [what is

The

Children's

the samel hath light with darkness

Corner
By Sisler Janel Bork

Do Not Be
UnequallyYoked
(II Corinthians 6:14)
Dear Friends,

In the days of the Bible and The
Book of Mormon, motors and engines
were not yet invented. People used
animals to pull their wagons or
chariots to carry their packages. They
used oxen and other strong animals to
pull a plow through the hard earth to'
dig a trench to plant seeds in.
Some of the oxen were lazy.
Some we¡e sick or old and very tired.
Some oxen were more wild and did nol
want to settle down and quietly do
their wo¡k. People soon leamed that it
was impo¡tant to match their oxen or

their horses. It was not important
what theircolor was, or ifthat matched.
It was important that animals who were
put together to do a work were the
same kind of worker.
If a lazy or weak animal was put
with a strong worker animal, they
would drag it down so it could not
move along and accomplish ever¡hing
that it would. Ifa wild, stubbom
animal was put with a peaceful, goodtempered animal, they would trouble
that creature unbearably. A¡imals are
very much like þeople. They have their
own ways ofdoing things and things
they like and dislike to do.

As humans, we have a physical
side, an emotional side, an intellectual
side (our thinking side) and we have a
spiritual side. Sometimes when people
are finding a great friend, or a person
to love, they only look at one ofthose
four sides. They may, for example,

really like the way the other person
looks. But until they get to know that
friend, they will not know if the person's mind is what they like. They will
not know if the person is actually mean,
or se1fish, or always thinking about
thcmselves first. And they will not
know rfthatperson is shong spirihrally
and has a secret helper called Jesus.
For people who believe in Jesus,
there is always hope even when things
go wrong. F¡iends who love Jesus
know how to say they are sorry when
they have done something wrong that
has hurt you. When you have a big
problem that you have to work out,
your friend loves Jesus, they can pray
for you and that gives you wonderful
support. They do not have to try to
change you or trick you into changing.
They can talk to you with love, and
love you anyway just the way you are.
The b€st thing about friends who
love Jesus is that they are happier and
stronger inside than people who are
just using their o' ¡ ideas and strength
to get through life. Think about some
tirñe when something bad happened to
you or you were very scared about a

[good with bad]?"
Otherwise, we arejust like
strong, working oxen. We need to be
working through life with someone
who also lnows how to pray. We
need friends who realize that there is a
right and a wrong way to live and behave. We need to know that God does
and will take care ofall ofour terrible
problems and heartache. We need to
be able to pray with that special friend
and to talk about Jesus' advice so that
we lmow what to do.
If we do this, if we pick people

who are equal in their beliefand hope
in Jesus, we will have a rich, full life.
We will be able to work out the
(Continued on Page
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Southeast Region

Conference
The Southeast Region Confercnce took place on the 16ih and 17Ù of
August with two Apostles present and
a good representation of Evangelists,
Ëlders and Teache¡s. The Region
President introduced our conferencc
by welcoming all those who were
present for the deliberation ofbusiness
in this first session. He recognized
Apostles Paul Benyola and lke Smith
in their officíal capacity as assigned
Apostles to the Southeâsf Region.
After prayer and singing our
business got under way and ran very
smoothly as it did tkough the entire
conference- There was a question and
answer session conducted by Brother
Paul Benyola and Brother lke Smith
on how to represent The Church of
Jesus Ch¡ist when preaching the
Gospel as well as the conduct of our
personal lives. Every Elder was given
an opportunity to take part in the
discussion. The outcome ofa session
of this type proves the necessity of
having them from time to time to clear
up any differences ofopinion that may
develop during the normal course of
duties in the Ministry. We value the
wisdom of years of experience gained
by each ordained offìcer during the
exercise of their duties as Elders and
Teachers tkoughout the Church. We
thank our brother Apostles for their
love and concem for the work ofthe
Ministry and for the membership of the
Church to which we are all dedicated.
Our aftemoon session was
devoted mainly to the reports ofthe
activilies ofthe various offices during
the last six months as well as províding
some Established Missions, which are
undersiaffed, with help from other
branches.
The Presiding Elders gave reports
ofthe developments within their local
areas and the prospects for growth,
which was one of the main thrusts of
this conference. Everyone seemed to
be enthusiastic about bringing more
souls into the Church thIough the Lets
Grow Program. This program calls for
workers in every capacify of the

Church to give their testimony and to
invite people to come and hear the
Gospel Restored. We were encouraged to take part in Fast and Prayer
meetings asking God for His blessings
to prevail upon the Church as we see
the conditions around us in the world
are deteríorâting at a rapid pace. The
world needs the Gospel ofl-ove!
After the moming and afternoon

session of conference the sisters of the
Lake Worth Branch provided a delicious meal for all those in attendance.
We want to thank them for the time
and the effort they put into preparing
and serving the saints at conference.
The providence was greatly appreciated and enjoyed by everyone. God
Bless each of them.
The evening meeting was conducted by the Lake Worth Branch. A
large crowd was in attendance to witness as well as partake in a program
ofsinging and noting some miracles of
the past as well as from the present
showing that God is the same today,
yesterday and will be forever. Some
ofthe miracles included the restoration
ofsight to the blind, hearing to the
dea{ protection from harm, and deliverance from severe affliction such as
blocked arteries that were confirmed
to be so by the doctors, and they were
baffled to find them clear prior to
operating. The operation was then
cancelled. Praise God that we receive
deliverance from time to time.
After such a wonderful evening
recounting the miracles ofthe past and
present the congregation felt to ask
God for one more miracle ofdehverance. We all joined hands and asked
B¡other Ken Staley to offer a prayer
to God for Brother Dominic Tbomas.
The Spirit ofGod permeated ourbuilding as the prayer was being offered in
anticipation ofa mi¡acle on Brother
Dominic's behalf.
Our meeting was concluded by
Brother Sam Risola inviting everyone
to be wjth us in the moming for
Sunday Service at 9:30 a.m. Our
meeting was dismissed in prayer.
Sunday morning a large crowd
assembled for praìse and worship to
Almighty God. We were led in a
season olcongregalional singing prior
to the opening ofour service. It is

good to sit among the saints and blend
our voices in praise to our great
Creator for the many blessings bestowed by Him upon us. As the
singing concluded, RegionPresident
Brother Sam Risola welcomed everyone to our gathering ofthe Southeast
Branches and Missions including

Brother John Buffa who was visiting
from the Greât Lakes Region. He also
aclmowledged Brother Dominic Rose
was present with us today. Brother
Sam reminded us to remember those
that are afflicted including Brother
Dominic Thomas. Brother Miguel
Bicelis opened the service in prayer
after which the Lake Worth Branch
favored us with a musical selection
and a trio ofyoung brothers sang My
God Thou Seest Me The service
continued as the saints waited in
anticipation of the Word of God being
delivered by the Holy Spirit to edify
and refresh each one. The fìrst
speaker, Brother Alphonso Hopkins,

used the 3'd Chapter of Acts concerning the Apostles Peter and John and
the miracle ofhealing at the Beautiful
Gate. Brother Hopkins said even
though the world in general is not
interested in the Plan ofSalvation, we
the Church must remain close to God
to be used as Peter and John in the

Latter Days.
He was followed by Brother John
Buffa rehearsing some of the events
ofhis recent missionary trip to ltaly
where he saw the needs ofothers and
how we neèd to bè sensitive to both
God's calling and the cry ofmankind in
general.

Apostle Ike Smith was our next
speaker and continued by reading ftom
the 34û chapter of 2"d Nephi concerning the latter day blessings that await
the people of God. God will remember
His Saints and be gracious unto them
(Isaiah 30: l9).

Apostle Paul Benyola summed it
up encouraging us to invite others to
hear the Gospel by using the invitation
to come and see, come and dine,
and worship God with us. Brother
Dennis Moraco offered the closrng
prayer. At the conclusion ofthis
conference we can say with the poet,
"Praise God from whom all blessings

flow."
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the past two days, following the camp.
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A Singspiration at lnner
Gity, Detroit, Ml Branch
By

Sisler Lynne Nieves
On the tail wind ofthe beautiful

spìrit felt ât the GMBA campout came
a "rush" of desire and excitement for
the members of the Detroit hner City
Branch as we welcomed the Youth In
Action by sponsoring an MBA Region
Singspìr'ation on Saturday, July 19,
2003, What a joy to see all the young
people allowing themselves to be sent
where the Lord saw fit and giving uP
their natural desires to be used ofGod
and do His much needed work.
There were about sixty brothers,
sisters and friends in attendance from
the east coast to the west. Brother
Patrick Gianetti from the Phoenix,
Arizona Branch led the singing as the
meeting was introduced. Brother
Mario Zaccagnini opened the service
by proclaiming thejoys, miracles, and
baptisms that had already happened in

\¡r'rote very âpprop riafely called,Ilhat
Are lle llaiting For? The brothers

from the Inner City Branch played
their guitars and the congregation sang
several songs from our Spanish song
book. Brother Jordan invited the
youngpeople up to sing. Several
testified, all with sincerity ofheart ând
anticipation ofinoving God's mighty
arm in theír upcoming endeavors to
spread His Gospel in this part ofthe
vineyard. They all gave honor and
glory, even in their youth, to the love
and POWER of our God!
Brother Jordan gave a beautiful
farewell to Brother Tony Moraco from

Branch #2; who was leaving for
Florida to retum to his home branch
and family. Brother Tony expressed
his graiitude and said that he had made
it a matter ofprayer and felt the
prompting ofthe spirit to retum to

Florida. He also expressed

a deeP

Anaheim to witness the miracle of

A

a

changed heart manifested in the

Bradand

beautiful baptisms of our two.young

Mic¡ior ilowr

brothers.

Blessed Day in Anaheim,
Galifornia
By

Brother Dean Coppa of Branch #4
opened our meeting in prayer, Brother
Jordan Champine, President of the
krner City MBA, expressed his
gratitude for the privrlege ofgathering
with the saints to thank and praise God
for His goodness, mercy and love.
Sister Erin Light from San Diego,
Calífornia played and sang a song she

Sister Sandy Sullivan
On Sunday, August 24th, 2003,

while at the Pacifìc Region MBA
Campout, Jesse Moore, l5 Years old
and Darren Henderson, 16 years old
lboth from the Anaheim, Califomia
Branch) asked for their baptism. It
was one of those especially wonderfully blessed meetings.
Sunday, Scptember 7 th, 2003,
brought us to the water's edge near

Brother Darren was baptized bY
his uncle, Brother Larry Henderson
from Branch # 2 in Michigan. Brother
Jesse was baptized by his grandfather,
Brother Jim Moore from Imperial,
Pennsylvania. It was a blessing to
watch these brothers take their loved
ones into the waters of baptism. After
they were baptized, Sister Dottie
Henderson, Brother Darren's mother,
said she "felt angels all around the

lake."
When the ministers were âbout to
lay hands on the young men for the
conflrmation of the I'Ioly Ghost, the
Lord blessed Sister Emilia Dominguez
with a vision as follows: "ln the
moment that our ministers knelt dolvn

love in his heart for all the brothers and
sisters he¡e in his ancestral state of
Michigan.
At the request of Brother Mark
Cotellesse of Branch #2, the congregation sang his favorite song,l1e
Changed My Life Completely. It rs
his testimony that this song is representative ofhis life.
Brother Jordan thanked everyone
for coming and reminded us to meet at
the water's edge for the baptism

of

Sister Kelly Retludge. The congregation stood and closed with hymn # 106,
Set Her Free, and on the last verse
we formed a círcle to close in prayer.
When the circle was completed, the
spirit ofunity envelopcd the room.
Brother Jordan left it open for whoever felt directed to close in prayer. A
new brother in the Gospel, Brother Joe
Gonzales, began to pray. 'Ihe sincerity
and sweet spirit in the words that
flowed from thebrother's heart filled
the room with such humility. Surely
God's heart was pricked with compassion for His people. Brother Joe
prayed for God's mercy for all in
attendance, whatever their needs may
be, and for the upcoming week of
Youth In Action Missionary endeavors. Afterward, we fellowshipped
and enjoyed refreshments.

to prây and as they were praying, a
light came up from the earth and rocks
spewed up as well. The light was

white and very bright as it came from
the opening in the earth."
During the confirmation praYer of
these brothers, Brother Matt Picciuto
spoke in tongues. Later in the meeting
B¡o Isid¡o Dominguez related that
while Brother Jim Huttenberger was
praying .and a few seconds before
Brother Matt spoke inrtongues he
heard the words, "Listen to my ser-

will fill you with fire ."
I)uring the same prayer Sister Alicia
vants and I

Dominguez had a vision. Shestoodto
testify of what God had given her as
follows: "When they were praying for
Jesse so that he could receive the gifì
of the Holy Ghost, a sword was Put in
his hands; but in the same moment a
man dressed in black appeared and
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was fighting in order to remove the

mailings, andphone solicitation, as well
as face-to-face personal invitations.
^1o date, over 220 flyers have been
distributed in ourneighborhoods and
experiences !
over thirty-fi ve invitations mai led to
Brother Jim Moo¡e and Brother
friends and acquaintances and those
I arry Henderson spoke to us sharing
once familiar with the Church, plus a
nrany wonderful thoughts and experinumber ofphone calls and personal
ences and beseeching anyone who had
face-to-faca invitations.
not yet committ€d their lives to Christ
The fìrst meeting, Memorial Day
not to put ifoffany longer.
weekend, brought three visitors, people
Brother Lloyd and Sister Margawho were acquainted with The Church
ret Henderson, Brother Daren's
of Jesus Ch¡ist. As well, there were a
grandparents, were there to share in
number ofbrothers and sisters from
this special day. They have not been
Aliquippa, Detroit, Tampa, and the
able to attend church for a very long
Treasure Coast Branches, as well as
time du€ to Sister Margaret's health.
Calífomia, visiting and providing
They were both anointed that day.
support for the start of the outreâch.
Please keep them in your prayers.
Apostle Paul Palmieri was the guest
What a powerful and uplifting day speaker, followed by Brother Rocco
wc enjoyed and Brother Darren and
Benyola.
Brother Jesse will not forget the
The second meeting saw two
extraordinary experiences God sent to
new acquaintances come for their first
bless their special day. Our young
visit to one ofour services. Although
people are being blessed in so many
the gathering was small, we were
wonderful ways. God is surely raising
encouraged by the attendance of these
up an army of sincere and dedicated
friends. In both meetings, all felt the
servânts. May God bless all of you.
Spirit and blessing ofGod.
To ease the community residents
into coming to the Church, an open
neighborhood picnic and an evening
singspiration are being considered by
the Branch. July 27ü was the next
Sunday outreach service, followed by
Home
Domestic
one on August 31'r.
Field
Please remember us in your
prayers thât God's hand will move
Atlanta, Georgia Branch
upon many more from our "bacþard"
to seek their soul saìvation through the
A brother once sâid the hardest
Restored Gospel. Please feel free to
missionary work you may ever do is in
add your support tkough prayer or
your own backyard. The brothers and
attendance.
sisters in Atlanta have taken this quote
as a challenge; and thèy're meeting
that challenge through fasting, prayer,
testiSring and "publishing" glad tidings.
Baptísm
Hollywood,
In early spring, the Atlanta
Priesthood unanímously voted to
create an ouheach program ìn the
northwest Metro area. Since il is in
By Sister Nancy DiNardo
the westem portion ofCobb County,
the effort is called the lI/est Cobb
What a be¿utiful way to start our
Outeach. Beginning in May and
day-meeting at the water's edge!
ending in December, Rvangelists Ken
Brother Daniel Sione wâs baptized
Staley and Mark Kovacic, with their
today luly 27 ,2003, by Brother John
families, are holding once-a-month
Catone, Sr. Brother John Catone
meetings in West Cobb. The ouheach
offered a beautiful prayer at the
includes fl yer distribution, invitation
water's shore. After we all drove back
sword when suddenly Brother Matt
Piccuito spoke in tongues and the man
dressed in black left." What powerful

Missionary Work: At
in the

in

Florida

to the branch, the saints began singing
hymns ofpraise to the Lord. Brother
John Catone spoke about baptism and
the reception ofthe Holy Ghost.
Brother Dennis Moraco continued with taking our challenges to the
Lordl If we relied on ourselves we
would make the wrong decisions. But
we all know if we rely on the Lord we
will never go wrong. There is a
change in us when we give our life to
the Lord. The joumey does not end at
the water's shore, it is the beginning,

Brother Daniel Stone was confirmed
by Brother John Catone. Our meeting
was then tumed over to testimony.
Sister Angie Stone relayed a
beautiful experience she had while the
elders were praying for direction. She
opened her eyes and she had a vision.
In front ofher she saw her mother,
Sister Fran DiNardo, in her regular
seat. First she (Sister Fran) looked to
her left and saw her son Anthony and
his family, then she looked and saw
Sister Angie and her family and she
smiled. She then looked to her right
and saw Brother Paul and his family
and she looked at Sister Nancy and
her family and smiled again. What a
beautiful experience to have all ofher

children in the house of the Lord. That
was Sister Fran's prayel fo see all of
her children there in the branch. At
this time th¡ee of Sister Fran's eight
grandchildren are baptized: Andrew,
Gianna and Daniel. Praise God from
whomall blessings flow.

Butler, Pennsylvania
Baptism and Ordination
The Butler, Pennsylvania Mission
has been blessed with a baptism and

ordination ofa Deacon recently.
Because the group does not have a
baptismal site yet, it was decided to
visit the McKees Rocks Branch on
August l0 to accomplish the ordinations. On that day Robert Fenhagen
was baptized and Brother Joseph

Michelessi was ordained a Deacon.
(Cont¡nued on Page 10)

10

November 2003

Butler, Pennsylvania
Cont¡nued from Page

I

ln the meantime, another gentleman, Jeffrey Harris, had also made his
intentions knowr at McKees Rocks
that he wanted to be baptized, so it
was decided to perform both baptisms
and the ordination on the same day.
It was a beautjful setting as the two
congregations met at the site and
Brother Fenhagen was baptized by
Evangelisi Carl J. F¡ammolino and
Brother Harris was immersed by
EvangelistPaul Ciotti, Sr.
At the McKees Rocks Branch,
Brother Fenhagen was confirmed by
Brother Frammolino and Brother
Harris was confirmed by Brother
Ralph Ciótti. (A companion story from
the McKees Rocks Branch further
details Brother Harris' conversion.)
Brother Robert Bradwell washed
Brother Michelessi's feet and Brother
Anthony Ricci ordained.him a Deacon.
Brother Fenhagen had been
attending the Butler Mission for about
a year. He said the Lord had been
working with him and he realized the
necessify.for being baptized. He had
testified at the Mission that God had
helped him to change his life and he
was very grateful, as he remembered

how wonderfully he has been blessed.
Since his baptism in The Church of
Jesus Christ he has stated, "I hope to
continue to allow my relationship with
God to continue to grow and become

Happy
Thanksgiving
to all our
readers.

more and more a part of my life. As
someone who has gone through a fair
share oflife's trials, I look forward to
the continued peace of mind and
increased happiness this relationship
can afford. I thank all who have
helped me in this joumey and particularly, I thank God."
Brother Michelessi has been a
tireless worker for God and the Gospel

register the Church in Malawi during
our visit; however we had difficulty
tryíng to contact the person with whom
'rve were to meet. Brother DiBaftista,
after spending several days with us,
had to leave for his mission to Italy.
The moming of his fight, Brother Philip
and I drove him to the airport, had
prayer for his safejoumey, brd farewell and began our search for the

since his baptism about six years ago.
He has been very diligent in giving his
testimony and has been very devoted

Regishar's office. Nearing the capital
building, we thought',¡r'e were in the
area but had no clue with whom we
were to speak with. Driving the vehicle into a dirf road, I saw a man
coming towards me with a carryíng
case under his arm, so I called out to
him to come near the window of the

mostrecentlyto bringing individuals to
the services. Experiences depicting
his working for the Lord had been
received about his calling.

van.

Malawi,AÍÌica
Cont¡nued from Page 4

communion table. The man (Ckistopher Namba) who was hired to Paìnt
the building had a helper; however,
when he heard the singing and our
preaching and teaching, he could not
continue painting and said to his helper,
"You conlinue to paint; I am going
inside to lislen and observe what is
happening. It did not take him long to
repenl ofhis pâst life and ask for
baptism. He said to us, "God sent you
b¡others here because he knew the life
I was living and what I needed." He
had been inj ail numerous times for
different reasons and many people in
the a¡ea knew of the life he had led.
His testimony is his life will never be
the same and will never retùm back to
the life he was living. He told us, when
our mission to Malawi was completed
and we retum home, he was going to
place an article in the local newspaper
relating his conversion and that ofhis
wife and their baptisms into The
Church ofJesus Christ. Thank God for
the marvelous testimony ofBrother
Christopher Namba. Brothers
Mgomezulu and Banda were ordained
Teachers and Brother Namba and
Billy Nyirenda were ordained Deacons. Sisters Susan Mgomezulu and
Laurence Nyirenda were ordained
Deaconesses.
'We
were given the task to

I asked him if he knew where the
registrar's office was, and he asked
why. I told him we were looking to
register our Church in Malawi. In the
meantime two other men came uP to
the van and began speaking to hlm.
They exchanged words, which we did
not understand; they left and he told us
he '.vould tâke us to a building. Arriving
at the building, we went inside and this
man spoke to an attendant who gave
directions for us to drive to another
area. Driving to the area, this man
showed trs where to go. When we
reached the buildings he motioned for
us to stop, park the van and follow
him. He led us into the building and up
to the second floor where the offices
of the Ministry of Justice were, took us
into a room, and introduced us to one
of the clerks on duty. We were in the

room only a few minutes, when it
dawned on us to thank this man for his
help. Opening the dodr and looking up
and down the hall and outside, this man
had disappeared; he could not be found
anywhere. Was he a messenger sent
from God to take us to the place so we
could speak with the right person to
get the conect informatìon we were
looking for? Our answer would have
to be in the affirmative, "YES!"
The ChiefJudicial Clerk gave us

all the information necded to register
the Church. Even though we were
somewhat disappointed we could not

fulfill this part ofour mission,

we were
given valuable information on how to
proceed. To verify what we were told,

ll
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we stopped al the US Embassy, spoke
to the assistanl to the US Ambassador,
and she gave us the exact same information but not in detail as the clerk at
thc Ministry of Justice. The Nigeriân
Membership has a saying, ,'God is
good all the time."
The last day in Malawi, we
recei'ùed a telephone call from Mary
and James Ndende, the parents of
Sister Gertrude Diziko ofthe South
Bend. Indiana Mission. inquiring aboul
the church their daughter is now a
member of. We explained as much as
we could in the short time we werG
together. Their invitation to us was,
when we prepare to make a retum hip
back to Malawi, to notify them,
because there was a fairly large group
ofpeople they wanted us to talk to
âbout our faith. Another opportunity
presented to us to preach the Restored
Gospel in the capital ciry (Lilongwe) of

another country in Africa where a
spark offire has been kindled. Brother
Cipeng was very ìmpressed with what
he saw and heard.
To conclude, the words of Alma
29:8-9 express my feelings as I write
this arricle. "Forbehold, the Lord doth
$ant unto all nations, oftheir own
nation and tongue, to teach his word,
yea, in wisdom all that he seeth fit that
they should have, therefore we see
that the Lord doth counsel in wisdom,
according to that which isjust and
true. I know that which the Lord hath
commanded me, and I glory in it. I do
not glory ofmyself, but I glory in that
which the Lord hath commanded me:
yea, and thìs is my glory, that perhaps I
may be an instrument in the hands of
God to bring some soul to repentance;
and this is my joy."
May God's blessing remain \¡r'ith
our beloved brothers ând sisters in the
new Mission in Malawi.

Malawi.
It would be impossible to write all
that tookplace during our visit. This
trip has to be one of the most outstanding and rewarding hips I have made to
Afíica over the last 23 years. The
DIRECTORY UPDATË
Church ofJesus Christ has been
established and organized in Malawi,
Drobek, Celestina
building on a foundation thathad its
3246 Pine '[enace, Apt. 3
beginning in March of this year by
Macedon, New York 14502
Brothers DiBattista and Gehly. We
315-986-971I
baptized 35 people, ordained two
Elders, two Teachers, two Deacons,
Miller, BrianandJulie
and two Deaconesses. There are two
I 1 152 Misty Wood Court
meeting places. One is in the town of
Walton,KY 41094
Mzimba, the other in the Chizowe
859485-22s2
Village. We blessed l5 Children. Our
time was spent training, teaching,
preaching, instructing Church procedure, etc. and answering questions.
It was mentioned very briefJy in
this article that Brother Cipeng

Kapend from the Republic ofthe
Congojoined us on our hip. He was
baptized and sat in all ofour meetings,
listening to all ofour presentations. His
purpose for being with us.on this trrp
vr'as to acquaint him with our Faith and
Doctrine, Church structure, procedures
etc. There is interest in the Faith and
Dochine among the people Brother
Cipeng has been meeting'rvith, therefore the anticipation that some time
next year an exploratory hip will be
made to his country. The Congo is

The Children's Comer
Cont¡nued from Page 6

troubles. We will be able to ask God
to break our bad habits and make us
better people. We will be better
people. So think about who you are
choosing as friends. Find believers as
friends. When you are older, marry
believers in The Church ofJesus
Ckist. Be equally yoked .
Withlove,
Sister Jan

Children Blessed
Devin Richard Donley, son of
Richard and Tammy Donley, was
blessed on July ó'h, 2003 in the perry,
Ohio Branch.
Karley Morrison Way, daughter
of Michael S. and Kathleen J.
(Frammolino) Way, was blessed on
August 16,2003 through the Saline,
Michigan Mission.
A¡iahna Ròse David, daughter of
Sister Heather David and Derek David
was blessed on September 2l , 2003 in
the Dedham. Massachusetts Mission.
f)awson William Gehly, son of
Brother Matthew and Sistèr Tabitha
Gehly was blessed on May 11,2003 at
the Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch.

Kirt

Hailey Grace Cisson, daughter of

and Carri CiSson, was blessed on
September 7, 2003 at the Greensburg,

Pennsylvania Branch.
Paolo A¡tonio DiCenzo, son

of

Brother Panlilo and Sister Chirstina
DiCenzo was blessed on September 7,
2003 in the McKees Rocks, PA Branch.

Taryn Schmalz, granddaughter of
Sister lda Matth€ws was bìessed on
September 7, 2003 in the Hemdon,

VirginìaBranch.
Roderick Lindsey Means, grandson of Sister Mamie Means was
blessed on August 10, 2003 in the
Spartanburg, South Carolina Mission.

Gabrielle Vianne, daughter of
Brother Kevin and Sister Angela
Jas¡ñin was blessed on September 7,
2003 in the Lake Worth, Florida Branch.

Benjamin James Draskovich, son
of Brother James and Alicia
Draskovich was blessed on Augusl J,
2003 in the Hollywood, Florida Branch.
Dominic Christos, son of Chris
and Jan Frentzos was blessed on
January 21,2003 in the New Orleans,
LouisianaMission.
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*

WEDDINGS *

Sister Alanna Rabe and Daniel Wiktorowicz were
united in holymatrimony in Anaheim, Califomia on June 21,
2003.

Ordinations
Sister Jesse B. Scaglione was ordained a Dea9g¡¡ss
in Hemdon, Virginia Bránch on September 21, 2003 Her
feet were washed by Sister Iva Bordeaux, and she was
ordained by Brother Chatman Young.

Brother Richard Scaglione III was ordained a Deacon

m t¡e fleÃáon, Virginia ãránch. His feet were washed by
Brother Clarence A. (Cttip) S-ittt, Jr. and he was ordained
by Brother Richard L. Scaglione, Jr.

Spiritual Anniversaries
Síster Virginia (Ginny) Laktash ofthe Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch celebrated her 65ù spiritual annive¡sary on

August 7'h.2003.
Sister Carmella D'Amico of the Rochester, New York
Mission celebrated her 7Orh spiritual 4nniversary on July

21ti,2003.

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Brother Ted Enick was baptized on August 24'b, 2003
in the McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania Branch He was
baptized by Brother Paul Ciotti Sr., and confirmed by
Brother Richard Lawson.
Sister Joan A. Ricco was baptized on June 15'h, 2003
in the Perry, Ohio Branch she was baptized by,Brother
Vince Gibion and confirmed by Brother Frank Giovannone
Sister Celestina Drobek was reinstated on July l3rh,
2003 in the Rochester, New York Mission.

Brother Darren Henderson was baptized on September 7 .2003 in the Anaheim, Califomia Branch He was
baptized by Brothcr Larry Henderson and confirmed by
Brother Matt Piccuito.
Brother Jesse Moore was baptized on September 7,
2003 in the Anaheim, Califomia Branch He was baptized
by Brother Jim Moore and confirmed by Brother Jim
Huttenberger.
Sister Stephanny Tamayo was baptized on June 15, .
2003 in the Anàheim, Califoinia Branch. She was baptized
by Brother Jim Huttenberger and confirmed by Brother

Matt Piccuito.
Brother Antonio Mercado was baptized on April 27,
2003 in the Anaheim, Califomia Branch' He was baptized
Meo
by BrotherFlip Palacios and confirmedby BrotherRudy
Brother Robert Steven Moyer was baptized on

Sister Antionette Giansante of the Locþort, New
York Mission celebrated her 70ú spiritual anniversary on
July 27ú , 2003 .

September 28, 2003 in the Aliquippa' Pennsylvania-Branch'
HËwas baptized by Brother Biett Gibson and conflirmed by

Brother Don Ross.
Sister Heather Paula Moyer was baptized on September 28, 2003 in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch .She
was báptized byBrothér Biett Gibson and confirmed by
Brother Paul A. Palmieri.

Address Change

Address

Sister Megan Elaine Stitzel (Gibson) was baptized on
September 28, ã003 in the Aliquippa' Pennsylvania Branch'.
She was baptized by Brother David Deluca and conllrmed
by Brother TonY Ross.

Sister Laurie Jean Deluca was baptized on September 28, 2003 in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania-Branch She
was báptized by Brothèr Dãvid Deluca and confirmed by

Brother John M. D'Antonio.
Brother Peter Martin Oestreicher was baptized on
Sentember 28. 2003 in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch'
He was baptized by Apostle Paul Palmieri, and confirmed
by Brother Joe Ross.
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A Key for Italy
By Evøngelist Joel Gehly
"And to the angel of the
church in Philatlelphia write;
These things saith he lhal is holy,
he that is true, he that hath the key
of David, he that openeth, and no
mdn shultelh; and shutteth, and no
rnan openeth; I know lhy worl<s:
behold, I have sel before thee an
open rloor, and no man can shut
il; for thou hast d liltle strength,
and hasl kept my word, and hast
nol denied my name" (Rev. 3:7-8).

Gospel. Sister Filomena is one ofthe
most humble Sisters ânlnvhere in the
world and Gôd has blessed her with
the gift ofdreams and frequently the
gift ofspiritual hearing- audibly
hearing a heavenly voice give encouragement or instruction.
Although our brother and sister
have made hips to visít the Church in
San Demet¡io in the past year, it had
been over a year since anyone fiom
the Church in America had been able
to visit them in Germany. More
recently, we have observed God

working with and directing them back
to lhe Church in San Demet¡io.
However, concerns of life (children
and grandchildren, work, etc.) have
kept them fíom accomplishing God's
plan and desire. During the last year,
God has specifìcally moved upon them
through dreams and experiences to
change the "someday" plan to retum
to Italy into the "time is now" plan.
Sister Filomena has been blessed with
a series of d¡eams that together show
(Continued on Page 10)

Evangelist John DiBattista and I
recently traveled to Frankfurt,
Germany, to spend some time with
Brother Giovanni and Sister Filomena
Marino. This faithful brother and
sister are from the area of San
Demetrio, Italy, but have resided in
Germany for many years. Over the
past l0 to 12 years sporadic visits
have been made to encourage and
strengthen them in the Gospel. We
'have
found love, humility, dedication,
and a sincere devotion to Jesus
Christ. Being spiritually alone in
,Germany, we have witnessed that
.rthis couple has tuned to Christ for
strength and spiritual sustenance.
Brother Giovanni has become a
diligent student ofthe scriptures and
has a great love for the Restored

l2

Brother Giovanniand Slster Fllomena Marlno
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A messaqe

from

fhd

$evenúy

Mexicali

'Weekend

them. A beautiful season ofspeaking
followed as some of the young men
spoke about the goodness of the

By Sister Michelle Hutlenberger
The Southwest and Pacific
Regions had the privilege to visit the
Mexicali Mission on September 27
and 28, 2003. Thirty-five brothers,
sisters, and young people from these
two regions traveled across the
border to fellowship with and work

for the Seed ofJoseph in that part

of

the vineyard.

The temperature peaked at over
one hundred degrees on Saturday
afternoon when the group arrived in

Mexicali. Nevertheless, with the
Lord's help, the b¡others and sisters
accomplished productive physical
Iabor around the building, including
replacing light fixtures, cleaning the
Sunday School room, and repainting
portions of the building. In addition,
the brethren installed a much-needed

new sink (with running water) in the
church's restroom. Later in the
afternoon, the youth canvassed the
neighborhood directly around the
church, inviting the community to the
Saturday night and Sunday moming
services. We were pleased to see a
few visilors attend. Saturday evening,
one of the visitors requested prâyer
from the ministry for a physical

rrfirnity.
Brother Justin Paxon opened the
Saturday evening service, expressing
joy at seeing the members of the
Church so excited to do the work of
the Lord, just as in days of old. He
read Genesis 49:22-26 and encouraged the brothers and sisters from
Mexicali to press forward, because
God promised to always be with

Lord.
When the ministry opened the
service for testimony, Sister Cecilia
Felix told the congregation ho'¡r' she
wonied about driving to the church
building because, afler crossing the
border, her directions to the church
existed only in her memory. She told
how the Lord directed her through the
maze of streets, and she arrived at
the church without a problem!
Brother Rudy Carrillo closed the
service by saying that our walk with
the Lord should be like Sister
Cecilia's experience; we must
continue ourjourney through life with
the Lord as our guide. It was a
beautiful time ofpraise and worship.
Sunday moming, the young

people opened the service with several songs. Brother Bob MoDonnell
spoke about the wonderful hòpe we
have in Christ, our Lord. Rç¿ding
Mor.mon 5:2, he reminded the Seed of
Joseph that they will be the ones to
save Israel, just as Joseph saved his
brethren during the famine. Even
though we may come fiom different
places, he said, we are all one, having
the same hope for the future ofthe
Church.
Later, Brother Arturo Tostado
shared that he had been given a
scripture earlier that moming while
thinking and praying to the Lord. It
was 2nd Nephi 31 :20, "Wïerefore, ye
must press forward with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect
brightness ofhope, and a love ofGod
and all men. Wherefore, if ye shall
press forward, feasting upon the word
ofCh¡ist, and endure to the end,

behold, thus saith the Father: Ye shall
have etemal life." It was a confirmation of the beautiful message that hâd
been given, prepared at the throne of
God for His people.
The saints ofGod always look

forward to visiting Mexicali. Upon
being asked what she loved most
about Mexicali, Sister Mary Duncan
immediately said, "tbe wonderful
spirit." Sister Rachel Smith said,
"There is nothing better than working
one-on-one with the Seed ofJoseph
and seeìng the commission of the
Church in action."
The brothers and sisters had a
beautiful time with the members in
Mexicali and wiÌl continue to support
the mission with visits and prayers.
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Merry
Christmas
to all our readers.

Now a sermon from the
scripture to me. Let us take

Sermons from the
Scriptures

Romans 2:17

By Brother John Bordeaux
We go to church expecting to
hear a great sermon and be feed
spiritually. But what do we do on
other days? I need a sermon everyday and have found that the scriptures
are full ofsermons and spiritual food.
But we must search and read in a
disceming and critrcal way - critical
in the sense ofsearching and seeking
ways to apply the messages to our
lives, notjust reading for historical

purposes.

Upon reading the Editorial
Viewpoint in the September Gospel
ly'ew.r, I was struck by how I had
gotten the same message by reading
Romans l:18 - 3:2. That passage had
been on my mind for several months.
Of course, the message correlated
exactly with what Paul wrote to the
iphesians. We must set a high saintly
standard to please God and exemplify
it in our relations with others so that
they know we are God's children.
Romans I : l8 talks about God's
wrath against the sins ofmen, and in
verse 2l through 32, Paul lists a
multiCude ofsins that we should shun.
If we can see our actions on this list,
we have some serious soul searching
to do. We have to go to God often,
asking for forgiveness and that He
will take away the weaknesses that
cause us to transgress His commandments. Sister Marie Prescott has a
favorite hymn that speaks directly to
the problem. The fourth stanza of An

Evening Prayer is her powerful
request of God
have confessed

-

"Forgive the sins

I

to Thee; Forgive the

secret sins I do not see; O guide me,
love me and my keeper be, Anen."
In Romans 2, Paul [alks about
the impartiality of God's jud gment.
Verses 5 and 6 state, "But after thy
rardness and impenitent heart, heasurest up unto thyselfwrath against
the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment ofGod; Who will
render to every man accordìng to his

deeds."

- 3:2 and apply it to
ourselves. Mentally substitute saint
for Jew, sinner for gentile, commandments for law, and baptism for
circumcision. I have entered words
and thoughts in parentheses that give
me a better understanding ofthe
original fext and show how this scripture, though \aritten to the Romans,
can apply io us today.
Romans 2:17. Behold, thou art
called a saint, and restest in (rely on)
the commandments, and makest thy
boast to God,
18. A¡d knowest his will and
approvest the things that are more
excellent, being instructed out of(by)
the commandments;
19. And art confident that thou
thyseìfart a guide ofthe blind, a lìght
to them which are in darknçss,
20. An instructor ofthe foolish, a

teacher ofbabes, which hast the form
of knowledge and of the tmth in the
commandments. (Do we set the
example for those with whom we
come in contact? Do we instruct the
youth around us so that they are
firmly grounded in the Gospel, notjust
the words but the deeds also?)
21. Thou therefore which
teachest another, teachest thou not
thyself? Thou that preachest a man
should not steal, dost thou steal? (Let
us address steal in a broader sense.
Do we retum to the cashier the
excess change that was given to us?
If we don't, we are a thief and have
made the cashier appear a thiefin hìs
employer's eyes. I recently heard a
story of the minister who was preaching on this subject ofhonesty and had
a shopkeeper in the congregation. The
minister made a purchase at the
man's store and was given too much
change. He retumed it and told the
merchant that he had made a mistake.
The merchant said there was no
mistake, but that he was checking to
see if the minister practiced \¡/hat he
preached. Do we make personal
purchases wìth the company credit.
card or use of the company stamp
machine?)
22. Thou sayest a man should
not commit adultery, dost thou commit

adultery? Thou that abhonest tdols,
dost thou commit sacrilege? (Do we
look more for the material things of
this world than to serving God?
Remember, the material things are
forjust a season. They will rust and
decay or the thìef may come by nighl
and take them away.)
23. Thou that mâkest thy boast
of the commandments, through
breaking the commandments dishonourest thou God? (We make a
covenant with God, and if we break it
one could say we bore false witness.
We would be very displeased if
someone broke a solemn pledge with
us.)
24. For the name ofGod is
blasphemed among the sinners
through you (those who transgress),
as

it is w¡itten.

25. For baptism verilyprofiteth,
ifthou keepeth the commandments:
but if thou be a breaker of the

commandments, thy baptism is made
unbaptism. (Repentance and baptism
are the stan, but we must continue to
serve God in order to reap that final
reward of a home with Him in His
etemal kingdom. We most assuredly
shall be lost if we fall away.)
26. Therefore if the unbaptism
keep the righteousness of the commandments. shall not his unbaptism
be counted for baptism? (This does
not apply to saints who have heard
the Gospel and been baptized. But
Christ forgave the thief on the cross
and said that he would be with Him in
paradise.)
27. And shall not unbaptìsm
(sinner) which is by nature, if it (he)
fulfill the commandments, judge thee,
who by the letter and baptism dost
transgress (break) the commandments? (This takes us again to
setting the example. If the sinner sees
us hansgr€ss, he will ask, "What can

you offer me?")
28. F'or he is not a saint, which is
one outwardly (only); neither is that
baptism, which is outward in the flesh
(only): But he is a saint, which is one
inwardly; and baptism is that ofthe
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter

(only); whose praise is not ofmen,
(Continue on Page 10)
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It

is Time to

Seek the Lord
By Sister Karen Progar
GMBA Editor
This year most of you had the
opportunity to enj oy the GMBA
Campout on line, ifyou were unable to
join us in person. The wonde¡ful
opportunìty painstakingly and lovingly
assumed by the Katsaras family
afforded many to enjoy frequent
updates ofcampout activities and even
hear portions of sermons. Our world
is surely expanded by the Intemet.
Because of this blessing, it will be my
goal to allow you to feel a portion of
the spirit felt by those in attendance.
When I think of the GMBA Campout
held this year at the beautiful campus

ofSaginaw State University in
Saginaw, Michigan, from July 12'h
through the I 8ú, I keep remembering
the wonderful spirit ofpeace felt
throughout the week. As I obsewed
the campers, I saw groups sitting and
sharing the blessings ofGod on
numerous occasions. I saw children
delighted to be in one another's company. I saw teachers truly enjoying
the lessons prepared for their classes.
I saw young people stepping up and
tâking on the responsibility ofthe
children's choir and other camp functions. I saw bocce games plaYed bY

our seasoned members. My overall
observation of the camp was that there
was ajoyful peace duríng the entire
event. It was as though, for that brief
period of time, we were protected
from worldly influences and the
pressures ofour daily lives.
Brother Nephi DeMercurio, Jr.,
our Camp Director, worked hard and
chose people to work on his numerous
committees who shared his thoughts as
to what the theme, It is Time to
Seek the Lord, means. The corrunil
tees, who worked so tirelessly to
accommodate the saints. are to be

commended and we trust the Lord will
reward them as only He can.
Beginning with our Sunday service, we were encouraged by Brother
Jason Monaghan to seek the Lord
first that we might receive the first
blessing. He further encouraged the
young people to seek the Lord as
Samuel did that the Lord might come
to them personally, as well. He was
followed by Apostle Peter Scolaro,
who reminded us that âs things happen
in the world, we will have to take our
place. He concluded by telling us that
when the people ofcod are united, the
ministry is inspired.
Apostle Paul Palmieri posed the
questions, "What does the Lord
want?" He continued by ânswering the
question. The Lord wants us to be
more righteous. He wants us to serve
Him every day. He wants us to serve
Him better every day. Brother
Palmieri warned that this is the time
for those \Ìr'ho âre not baptized to seek
the Lord, He st¿ted that this is a
camp where we are challenged to do
the \¡/ork of the Lord. We are going to
be challenged tkoughout the worìd.
We are capable of fulfilling the goals.
His final remark was very profound, as
he pronounced a blessing on the
congregation saying, "May the Lord fill
you with a desire to be righteous."
This brief, abridged recap ofour
Sunday moming should give You an
idea of the blessings we would come
to enjoy the balance ofthe week. As I
read my notes, I hate to leave anY of
the blessed advise we received out of
this article, but space does not permit a
complete reiteration ofthe wisdom that
was shared. Below are just a few (or
near quotes, I'm not a speed writer)
from our brothers that you can reâd
and consider for your own life:

Brother Joh¡ DiBattisfa, "The
Church ofJesus Christ is like a series
oflittle lights lighting up the Earth. "
Brother Jeff Giannetti, "When we
seek the Lord, not only does it bless
us, but also affects others."
Brother Dennis Moraco, "The
schedule ofour life is wonderful here
[at camp]. The challenge is to maintain it after we leave here."
Brother Tom Everetl, "Know
how to take the hurdles, without

loosingyour stride."
Apostle Joe Calabrese, "We
need to get busy. The moment He
[Jesus] came out of the wat€r, He
became a missionary."
During the week we enjoyed
baptisms, and wonderful confi rmation
services. In one ofthose services,
when our new sister from Taiwan was
a part ofthe group being confirmed, a
request was prayerfully made that God
would manifest His gifts. Tongues
came forth, the interpretation ofwhich
was, "This one have I called for her
people. I have opened the door," We

surely serve an awesome God who
works with us today, just as He
worked with our brothers and sisters
ofold. A number ofexperiences were
had in regard to Sister Laina Hung's
baptism, several of which repeated the
phrase, "the door is open." God is
truly in the details ofour lives.
We concluded ou¡ final meeting
by choosing our camp theme song, The
Spirit of God Like q Fire Is Burning
and I, for one, can truly say ihat it is.
May God bless us aìl as we seek the

Lord.

Need Some ldeas?
By Richard Scaglione, Sr.
Editor's Note: As I read the
Penn Mid-Atlantic Area Historian's
Reporr, I hought it contained some
ideas ihat would be great for any of
our úreas, so I chose to share a
major porlion of it with you. Enjoy! Feel free to share your area's
actìvities with the GMBA Edítor, too,
so that other areas cdn beneft from
your hørd work.-Sister Karen
Progar, GMBA Etlitor
The Penn Mid-Atlantic Area
MBA held its Activities' Committee
Meeting for 2003 in McKees Rocks on
February 22"d. Reports were given
and a variety ofactivities for the
remainder of the year were scheduled.
This meeting was followed with our
"Wing Cook Off ' Fundraiser. Each

(continued on Page 10)
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The angel Gabriel, a messenger fiom God, came to a woman named Mary in the city of
Nazareth totell her thatshewould conceive a son and would call His name Jesus. Gabriel goes
on to say:
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Mary, however, was a virgin, and so she answered back, "Then said Mary unto the dngel,
How shall lhis be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered and said unlo her,
The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son
ofGod" (Luke 1:34-35).
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In order to prove that Jesus was ihe Son ofGod, and not the son ofJoseph, who Mary was
espoused to, FIe needed to be bom in a way that was impossible in the minds ofmankind. No
one had ever been bom (or ever will be bom) to a woman who is a virgin. 'ùy'hen mankind
cannot explain something with logic or scientific evidence, then it is something divine;
something that is done by a higher power, who is not restricted by the laws ofnature, science,
or technology. Remember, if something happens in life that can be explained by some kind
ofscientific evidence, then it can be debated whether or not it 'ã/as an act ofGod. In the case
ofthebirth ofJesus, no one can explain. norhas anyone attempted to explain howa virgin can
give birth. People who donotbelieve in the divinity ofJesus Christ simplysayit didn'treally
happen this way, and that Mary was in fact, not a virgin.
Christmas is the time of year when people everywhere celebrate this remarkable event;
however, I would guess that â maj ority ofpeople really don't understand that this incredible
story is what they are celebratiíg. In the Church today, we should notbe surprised when we
see impossible things happen, because one ofthe greatest events in history (the birth ofJesus)
is somethingthe world wouldsay is impossible, but we know itis true. Justa fewverses later,
the angel Gabriel proclaims: "For with God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke 1:37).
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"He shall be grea4 and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall
give unto him lhe throne of his father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom th:ere shall be no end" (Luke 1:32-33).
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a powerful statement that is! NOTHING shall be impossible with God. That means
there is absolutelyno limit¿tion to \ühat He can do. We sing a song in Zå e Songs of Zion that
says,"There's not anything that Jesus cannol do. " Truly, He can do all things. Often times
we say this, we testifu ofthis, we sing about this, but then when confronted with something
that seems impossible to overcome, we talk about our limitations? A good example is when
we become afflicted. Suddenly we focus on what the doctofs tell us and not what God can
do. Discouragement is something that comes aboutwhen webelieve thatGod cannot change
our situation. God can do all things! There isn't anything He cannot do!
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In fact, when seemingly impossible situations arise in our lives, it is God's chance to prove
Hímself. God lovestodothis! He isnotahidden ormysterious God, He isa livingGod whose
arms are outstretched to all ofhumankind all day, every dayl Anytime we witness something
happenthatseems impossible in the eyes oftheworld, it is a directresultofGod's involvement.
This is why when we testify ofHim, we tcstify of the impossible things Hehas madepossible
in our lives. He used a young boy to translate an entire record ofa tribe oflsrael, which we
have today as The Book of Mormon! He uses the weak and unassuming to do great things
to prove it is HIM who is working this work, and not because ofour own abilities, or some
scientific reason.
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This Christmas, let's teach our fami'lies and friends that we celebrate the ability of our God
to do ALL THINGS. ThroughHim, we toocando ALLTHINGS. That's the best Ch¡istmas
gift anyone can receive. May God bless you all with a Merry Christmas.
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forted us and saved us many many
times since we first knew Him. He
has solved problems and made our
way easier thousands of timès, and we
may not even have known it. Just like
He saved David from the bear and the

The

Children's
Corner
By Sister Janet Bork

When Problems Come
Back, Do As David Did
Dear Friends,
Sometimes when big problems
have come into my life, I think about
David in the Bible. He made many
mistakes, but is still described as a
favorite person ofGod, a "man after
God's own heart." That means
David's ways pleased God. "What did
David do?" I ask myself. "How did
David handle ptoblems that come

back?"
When David was growing up, his
country was çonstantly under attack
by the Philistine Nation that was
beside them. They sent armies led by
fìerce giant warriors to attack. David
was just a boy when he faced the
problem of fi ghting the giant Goliath.
His older t¡rothers made fun of him,
scolded him for acting important and
told him to go home. They did not help
him. King Saul gave him a heavy suit
of armor that he could not use. King
Saul was not any help to David in
solving the problem.
David called on God to help him.
He called on his faith by telling
King Saul about the times that God
had saved him from other things, like a
wild lion and a bear. He loved God
and lcrew God could preserve his life
and save him. David took smooth
stones from the riverbed, placed them
in his slingshot andran up to Goliath
and struck him dead. The army of the
Philistine enemies hrmed and ran
away. David was a hero to the army
ofhis people.
Several years passed. David

became a soldier and leader. King
Saul became jealous of David and

wanted to kill him. But David loved
the king and forgave him while he and
a small army of followe¡s hid or left
the country to work as warriors for
otherkings. David also loved his
country. The Philistines kept hiring
relatives of the gíant, Goliath, to attack
Israel. Time after time,when the
Philistines would come against Israel,

wolf when he was a shepherd, He has
protected you. David remembered
God's care when it came time to face
the problem ofGoliath alone. He sang
songs thanking God for His care. You
also must remember God's goodness
to you when you are alone.
When David's origínal problem
came back in the form of Goliath's
brother aúd his four fìghting sons, God
solved the problem in another way.
This time He sent David's men to fìght
and

kill

the enemy. Just like some-

(Continue on Page

one

ofthe giant's sons and the giant,

Lamhi.
Then Goliath's other son, Saph,
came to kill David. When David
planned to go face the problem as
before and fight, his men and friends
refused to let him go. This time, they
said, "You can not go out with us to

battle anymore. You are the light,
[and leader ] of Israel. We cannot run
the risk ofhavingyou be killed." So
this time, David shared his problem
and let others help him.
In our lives, God helps us constantly. He has healed us and com-

)

WORD SEARCH

David and his men would fight for
freedom.
Since there were no guns, bombs,
cars, or airplanes in those days, men
fought hand to hand. Goliath was
dead, but he had a giant brother named
Lamhi, who bragged that he would kill
David. The family of Goliath also had
four fierce warrior sons,all alive and
still wanting to kill David and enslave
his people. David was willing to face
these huge problems himself. But this
time, God sent David's soldiers to help
solve the problem and fight the giant
warriors. David's nephew, the son
ofhis brother Shimea, went to war. He
killed a giant son of Goliath who had
six frngers on each hand and six toes
on each foot. Another soldier killed
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dent, led the meeting that included

0nlïononlb&y
General Ladies'Uplift
Circle Business Meeting
By Sisler Tevi Bravo
On October 10, 2003 the General
Ladies' Uplift Circle held its business
meeting in the Greensburg Chapel at
the Wo¡ld Conference Center in
Greensburg. Pennsylvania. Our
meeting opened with the hymn,
Know llhom I Have Believetl. Síster
Sally Curtain of the Maine branch
offered prayer. The choice of hymn
was key because the theme for the
conference weekend seemed to be
that we must know the Lord. The
theme was confìrmed when our Vice
President, Sister Lorraine DeMercurio,
spoke from I Samuel 3:10, with the
account ofthe young child, Samuel,
first hearing the voice ofthe Lord.
(Later that evening in the GMBA
sponsored meeting, Brother Steven
Osaka ofKenya encouraged us to

I

know the Lord at a higher level, so that
in tímes of trouble we will have the
confìdence that when we call on Him,
He

will

answer.)
Sister Arline Whitton, our Presi-

À

offi cers' reports, Area Presidents'
reports, and discussion ofboth unfinished and new business. It should be
noted that fiomits humble beginnings
in 1920 to the present day, the Ladies'
Uplift Circle is an organization that
was inspired by God for sisters to leam
the word ofGod and support the
missionary efforts ofThe Church of
Jesus Ch¡ist. As we listened to the
reports, we knew that we're part of an
organization that has supported the

work ofGod for the past eighty{hree
years.
Sister Betty Lo\rye reported on
the fellowship weekend to be held in
Tampa, Florida, on June 24-27, 2004.
The meeting will be held in the
Maniott Hotel at the Tampa Bay
Intemational Airport. The theme will
be "Safe, Secure and Saved in the
Arms of Jesus." All sisters are
encouraged to attend. Registration
forms can be obtained in the local
circles.
The conference brought a change
in our leadership. Sister Karen Progar
was elected as our General Circle
President and Sister Becþ Tarbuck
was elected secretary. We all stood in
acknowledgement to the dedicâtion
and the service of Sister Arline 'vVhitton
and Sister Joyce Ross.
During our aftemoon session, we
received reports on the missionary
work that we have supported in the

One day my mother, Sister
Filomena Rullo, became very sick and
her condition continued to worsen; she

moved around. One morning I had a
dentist appointment ât l0:00. Iwent
into Mom's room to let her know I
was leaving. Alone in her bed, she
began to pray and told God, "I am
leavíng myself in your hands." When
retumed from the dentist two hours
later, I looked in and saw that Mom
was asleep. A short time later, Mom
awoke and called me. She then
related a most wonderful experience
that occurred while I was gone.
After I had left the house, a

eventually became bedfast. Although
she was anointed a few times, she did
not improve. The doctor visited her
and gave her some medicine, but this
did not help. Mom hardly talked or

young man came into her room. He
seemed to be a doctor, and he carried
a satchel in his hand. He came to her
bed and asked, "Are you the one who
is sick?" Mom replied, "Yes, I've

ßraroh and

illi¡sionilowr

ATestimony
Relaled by Sister Rose Scaglione

past six months. Brother Donald Ross
reported on the missionary work in
Venezuela. We were grateful to have

supported this work with approximately $7000 raised by our circles to
be used toward the purchase of the

míssionary van. Brother Joe Perri
gave us a report on the efforts of our
Nigerian circle sisters to teach on such
subjects as hygiene, childbirth, and
marriage. The conference voted to
give a donation for the sisters' travel
expenses. Lastly, Brother Stacey
Light gave an explanation ofthe use of
our contribution tothe building ofthe
mission in Durango, Mexico. The
building is completed! We decided to
make our Special Project contributions
towards the building needs for'our
missions inMexico.
Each one of us has our own
individual experience of hearing the
voice ofthe Lord in our lives. What
we do with the calling is our own
choice and responsibility. The Ladies'
Uplift Circle is a very beneficial
organization to join. Many ofus have
leamed how to read and search the
scriptures under the loving eyes of the
sisters ofThe Church ofJesus Ckist.
lVe have grown spiritually and have
leamed how to organize projects and
become a useful member in our
missions and branches. Take the time
to attend and become a part ofyour

local Ladies' Circle. You will be in for
a lifetime ofblessings.

been sick for a long time." He said,

"I

know. That is why I am here." Mom
thought I called the doctor to visit her.
The young man sat on the edge of

I

Mom's bed, looked over, and said, "I
see you are very sick. I will have to
operate oi you." She said to him, "I
am so afraid to have another operation,
as I have had three operations aheady
for other problems." "'Well I will have
to try another way." He took off his
jacket and rolled one ofthe sleeves of
his white shirt up above the elbow. He
told her to open her mouth as wide as
she could. As Mom did this, he
cupped his hand wìth his fingers close
(Continued on Page 8)
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A Testimony
Continued from Page 7

together and pointing down. He then
put his hand into her mouth and slowly,
but gently, continued dow¡ into her
throat. Mom said she felt as ifshe
were smothering and would die. She
thought she would not see any ofus
again. She soon felt his fingers
scraping all around the inside ofher
stomach. As the pain became unbearable, she passed out. She did not hear
me come home from the dentist.
When Mom woke up, she felt she
was in a hospital room and that she
had had surgery. As she looked
around the room, she recognized she
was in her own bed at home. She
recalled the young man who had come
to her, and asked me if I had called the
doctor. I told her I did not call her
doctor. Mom now felt so good she got
out ofbed, dropped to her knees, and
thanked God for sending this miracle to
her. She felt it was Christ, the Great
Physician, who performed this operation which ímrnediately healed her.
Mom got up from her praying and
got dressed. She told me she was
going to visit Sister Schultz, a sister
from our branch. She explained to her
the experience she had that moming.
and how good she now felt. Sister

Schultz told her it was a messenger
from God who came to her that
moming.
Years later Mom was hospitalized again. X-rays were taken which
puzzled the doctors. They noticed scar
tissue in Mom's heart, lungs, and
stomach areas. I still have those Xrays, and remember the looks on the
doctors' faces because they could find

noexplanation.
Mom visited and brought manY
people to the Gospel by giving her
testimony.

Atlanta, Georgia
Outreach
The Atlanta, Georgia Branch
continued its West Cobb CountY
outreach efforts in July and August,
cuhninating in a Labor Day weekend

picnic and singspiratron. Thankfu lly,
many visitots came and experienced
the beauty and spirit of the Restored
Gospel.

Between July 20th and August
30th over 375 flyers were dishibuted,
an advertisement in a local newsletter
went to 2500 homes in the Powder
Springs area, and over 40 personal
invitations were s€nt out. As well,
numerous faceto-face personal
invitations were made and conversations were sÍârted with the many
inquisitive nei ghbors who stopped by
the Outreach Center. The peak of the
canvassing was the distribution

of

flyers by eight young people Saturday,
August 30th in eight sunounding
communities. The flyers contained
both an invitation to the outreach
center and a brief s;'nopsis ofThe

Church of Jesus Christ.
The branch hosted a communitY
picnic on Saturday, starting ât 4:00
p.m., with plenty of food brought by
both saints and visitors and hot dogs
and hamburgers grilled on site. Activities included volleyball, horseshoes,
and children's games, concluding with
singing around the piano. We were
greatly encouraged by the attendance
of about forty visitots, including
neighbors, contractors, laborers and

their families, and even some from
local church.
Prior to the picnic, one visitor
stopped by early in the moming to
inquire about the Chu¡ch. Several

a

songs that were played and sung for
her touched her deeply and she
promised to retum SundaY evening.
During the picnic, one neighbor ÍÌom
down the street came and requested
our ministry to go to her home to
counsel her grandson who was addicted to drugs. Two ofour Elders
went with her and spent an hour
counseling the young man and offering
prayer for him that God would break
his addiction and allow him to be
reunited with his wife and children.
Thankfully, by the following Wednesday evening, he was with his wife and
children and he thanked the brothers
for their prayers. He also promised a
personal visit to the Church. Praise

cod!
On Sunday morning, 20 members,

including four from Kentucky, three
fiom Tampa, two from Mid-Ceorgia,
two f¡om Forest Hills, one from
California, and one from Michigan,
attended services. Total attendance
was over 30 for the outreach meeting.
More importantly, we had two young
people visiting our services for the first

time. Brother Doug Obradovich
opened tre 6ewbe by using z"d NePhi
27:26 and spoke about God's marvelous work and wonder in our lives.
At the same time, the branch held its
regular services in Fayetteville. When
Brother Ron Morle spoke about the
visitation to the young man on drugs, a
sister saw a light glow around him.
The entire branch reconvened
Sunday evening at the outreach center
for the community singspiration.
There were seven netJv visitors attending and total attendance was about 37.
Two ofthe visitors performed special
songs for us, besides performances by
our own talent. 'lhe Salurday morning
visitorreturned for the singspiration.
We leamed she is from the nation of
Liberia. One ofthe other visitors
retumed Wednesday evening for our

MBA.
We praise God for all of those
who worked so hard to invite and
prepare for the outreach and we praise
God for the large number ofvisitors
who c¿me and felt the Spirit of God
and the love ofthe saints.

Ordination in Detroit,
Michigan Branch #2
By Sister Darlene Lovalvo
Being called into The Church

of

Jesus Christ is truly a blessing. As
saints ofthis perfect plan, we rely on
God's Holy Spirit to call men and
women into various offices to ensure

that the Gospel moves forward. On
April 6, 2003, Brother Jim Bork, from
Detroit, Michigan Branch #2, was one
ofthese "chosen" men to fulfrll the
office of Deacon.
The meeting began wjth a group
of sisters singing, Blessed Assurance.
Apostle Peter Scolaro, who was
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visiting along with many other brothers
'and sisters from the Region, opened
the meeting. He focused on that
blessed assurance that can only be
given by the Lord. But how do we
maintain that consistency and confi.ience in the assurance that God
promises us? It is up to us! God will do
His part. By reading from the I't
Psalm, Brother Peter reminded us that
we can have that blessed assurance
we are like ihat tree, planted by the

if

rivers ofwater, bringing forth fruit...
not to be moved! That confidence also
comes from reìying on each other,
remembering each other in prayer, and
most importantly, having faith unto
repentance to belíeve ín the salvation
that comes from Christ. This is the
only assurance that is solid and sure.
Thus, the reward is God's protection.

Apostle Paul Palmieri Sr. followed by reminding us that we should
have confidence that God will be with
us unto the end ofthe world.
The aftemoon meeting began

with Brother Sam DiFalco's testimony.
He told of the time when he visited the
home ofBrother Jim and his parents
many years ago. The spirit frlled their
house âs the Lord assured them that
this is the true Church. Brother Sam
also shared the many blessings he
received when he held the office of
Deacon.
Brother Almo Straccia offered a
beautiful prayer as he washed Brother
Jim's feet in preparation to receive this

ordination. As the ministry circled
around Brother Jim, Brother Leonard

A. Lovalvo offered a powerful prayer
asking the Lord to select the elder to
confìrm this office upon him-Brother
Alex Gentile was that elder. We are so
blessed as a people to be a part of this
perfect order established by the Lord.
!trith humility, Brother Jim Bork
shared his testimony. FIe gave God all
the praise, honor and glory. He expressed how he loves to serve the
Lord and how it will be an honor to
serve His people. He loves this
Church, the Lord and all the saints.
The Lord showered down His
blessings on this glorious day. Once
again, He gave us that blessed assurance that He is ready to pour His spirit
out on His people. Let us pray continu-

ously to gain more confidence in that

holy assurance so that He will continue
to use each and eveíy one óf us.

Are We Laboring lor Zion?

lmowledge they have ofthe scriptures.
So I ask you, "ARE WE LABORING FOR ZION?" Ask the
children in your branches and missions,
they can answer this question.
Let us be zealous like Moroni

(Alma 46:12- 13), thât we might be
found ready to LABOR FOR ZION.

By Sister Cindy Bright
I will let you answer that question. I want to share with you a
blessed opportunity I had along with
Sister Rose Bonaduce, Sister Suzette
Huttenberger, Sister Linda Scolaro,
and Sister April Calabro. I was asked
to teach the children during our
Atlantic Coast Regional Conference

this past September. These mothers
volunteered as well and I thank them

forhelping.
I asked the children, "Have you
ever heard this word Zion before and
what does it mean?" Let me tell you
these children are listening.
The Lord blest me with the
scripture found in III Nephi lst chapter, how the people were looking
forward to Christ's birth and this is a
type and shadow of how we are
lookrng for Zion.
As I was teaching of the signs
that would take place to show God did
fulfill His promise, several ofthe young
boys stopped me. They said "No Sister
Cindy, that's not right. The signs were
there were earthquakes and darkness." I stopped with amazement
because they remembered such great
details and they were üstening. This
was a true blessing to me, Of course, I
helped them to understand these were
the signs at Christ's Resurrection, but I
thanked them for listening and remembering what they were taught in their
branches. We went on to say how we
too need to be of good cheerjust as
the Lord blest Nephi. Hold up our
heads for Zion is coming one day, and
if we doubt then we are not able to
shine the light of God. We also discussed how \rye need to have faith and
believe because God keeps His
promises. We ended our lesson with a
special snack, Milk and Honey Milkshakes, that were promised to them
after our lesson. I thank God for how
He is blessing our children with this

Note of Thanks
Brother Russell and Sister Ethel
Cadman wish to thank all the brothers,
sisters and friends who sent best
wishes to Brothff Russell recently.
Your thoughts and prayers are greatly
appreciated. May God continue to
bless each one ofyou.

,i.,t,f:i*+
This letter is w¡itten to our
brothers and sisters ofThe Church of
Jesus Christ and to our many friends.
We wish to thank you so very
much for the love that was poured out
on our familyduring the long illness
and eventu¿l death ofou¡ beloved
husband, father, grandfather, greatgrandfather and apostle in The Church
of Jesus Christ, Robert A. Watson.
He loved The Church of Jesus
Christ. Even in his physical condition
in the months before he died, when
praying, he would always end his
prayer by asking God to bless the
beautiful Church ofJesus Ch¡ist.
I believe that those of us that werc
there around his bed in the last moments witnessed a miracle. My
daughter, Judy, her husband, Rick, and
I kept telling hìm that the rest of the
family was coming to see him. He
would occasionally open his eyes to
look at us, his breathing was very
labored. A few minutes before

midnight, the rest ofour children
walked into the room and saw their
father in his last b¡eathing moments.

Larry immediately got on his knees
and began to pray. As he was
praying, my husband's eyes that had
(Continued on Page 10)
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Note of Thanks
Continued from Page

I

Reminder

been closed most of the day opened
wide,looked at all ourchildren; Elaine
and Dwayne, Larry and Vanessa, JudY
and Rick and I, then looked up to
heaven and with a look of amazement,
he breathed his last breath. We all felt
that he saw the Lord and all angels
coming to take him home. How

beautiful is the death ofa saint.
We, the Watson family, can
never thank you enough for the manY
cards, prayers and gifts oflove You
sent to us. Your love has sustained us
through our pain and grief.
I am very lonely without him.
Bob is gone from our sight, but will
always be with me and with the family
that he loved so much. We miss his
wisdom, his caring counsel. I miss the
twinkle in his eyes when he was about
to be funny. I miss his laughter and his
kind lovtngspirit.
He was a wonderful father to our
childrèn; he was always there for
them. He loved our grandchildren and
doted on our great-grandchildren. He
was a spiritual father and counselor to
many and to me he was the most
loving, caring husband who couldmake
the sun shine on a gloomy day. He
was my best friend. As you read this,
offer a litile prayer for me for God's
strength; for the rest ofmyjourney will
be very lonely. However, God has
promised to be there for me and I am
hanging on to His promises. The
promises ofGod are sure. Jesus never
fails and He will not fail me now.
May God bless all of you. We
you
very much.
love
.

Slster Sarah Watson and the Family
Apostle Robert A. Watson

of

Postscript: We would especiallY
invite your prayers on our mother's
behalf. She recently slipped and fell
and suffered a severe and total
fracture ofher arm just below the
shoulder. She is in a great deal of
pain, and the doctors at present are still
considering what option would be best
for her to promote the healing ofthe
rrìjwy

Church hterature makes
wonderful Christmas gifts. To
order literature or a gift certificate,
contact the Print House at:
134429-5080

Email CofJCPH@msn.com.

A Key for Italy
Cont¡nued from Page

1

that the Church in Italy has the authority of God, the true Word of God, and
the keys to the Kingdom ofGod.
These dreams also reinforce the fact
thatBroiher Giovanni is important rn
keeping the Church alive in San

Demetrio.
As Brother John and I began our
visit, it was not long until we sensed
the change that had come upon our
brother and sister. As \rye met together on Sunday moming in their
small kitchen area, where our sister
had already set the table with the
Lord's Supper, we sat around that
sacred setting and began to sing hymns
to the honor and glory ofGod. Then
just as we started to read and talk
about the Word of God, Sister
Filomena interrupted. A voice had
spoken to her and said to the effect,
"They four brother and sister] have the
key for San Demehio, and they must
use the key - or it will be taken awaY
from them." This was once again the

Lord's confirmation that our brother
and sister are needed now in Italy. As
we spoke and discussed this, the Spirit
ofGod bore witness to the need of
having the Restored Gospel in the land
ofltaly. There is still a great work
that the Lord has in that land. Also,
the Spirit bore \'.,itness that Italy would
be a necessary stepptng stone for the
Gospel to go to other parts ofEurope.
The "key" message has been
given numerous times and has many
meanings. Brother Marino (as an
Elder) has the keys to the Kíngdom of
God. The Marinos have a key role to
the Church and the plan ofGod in San
Demetrio. The saints in Italy will be a
key to the eventual spreading ofthe

Restoted Gospel in other areas of
Europe.
Brother and Sister Marino are
committed to moving back to San

Demetrio by mid-December. They
leave a very difficult family situation in
Frankfurt but have no doubt God is
telling them to go. They are very
concerned for the children and grandchildren they must leave behind, and
this is adversely affecting Brother
Giovanni's health. Additionally,
Brother Giovanni's mother has been in
poor health, which just compounds the
worries. However, the assurance of
God is with them. We promised as we
departed that we would remember
them often in our prayers and that we
would request the Church in America
to do the same. Please, when tt is well
with you, say a prayer for Brother
Giovanni and Sister Filomena, the
Maríno family, and the Church in ltaly.
This need for prayer is another "key"
for all ofus.

Sermons from the Scriptures
Continued from Page 3
but

ofGod.

3:1 What advantage then hath the
saint? Or what profit is there in
baptism? Much every way: chiefly,
because that unto them were committed the oracles (very words) of God.
It is not my intent to change the
scnpture, but through thoughtful
analysis to apply them to my daily life.
We can be better sâints if we consciously seek after the deeper meanings ofthe scriptures and let them be a
sermon to us every day.

Need Some ideas?
Continued from Page 4

local in attendance brought a large
supply ofthe tasty morsels in specially
prepared sauces. A hungry assembly
quickly devoured these culinary
delights. Each individual then voted
for the Local whose wings were
considered the most delicious. The

ll
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final tally ofvotes showed that the
ìMcKees Rocks Local provided the
most succulent wings; however, the
most important outcome \ryas the
$550.00 raised for our Area Treasury.
The fun and fellowship overshadowed
the sâuce splattered faces and fierce
competilion during lhe event.
A second fundraiser in which we
sold candy bars for $1.00 each, netting
a 50oó

profit was also planned and

carried out by Sister Robin Bums.
The Area membership did a wonderful
job increasing funds which the A¡ea is
able to donate or use for next year's

September did David. God can send you people
to view the presentation. Materials to help you with your problemi j uÀt as
were given to these locals to further He did for David. Pray to Him and
the subjects in their respective MBA
talk to Him. Sing songs of praise to
classes.
the Lord. He has helped you solve
The "Back to School" seminar your problems and fight your battles.
was held in Monogahela on Saturday, He will help you again. God cares for
August 2"d. The young people were you.
inshucted to "Know Your Church" so
they would be better equipped to tell
Sister Jan
others ofwho we are and what we
Rocks in McKees Rock on
3'd

believe.

Our A¡ea Campout was held at
Antrochian Village on Friday, September l2'h to Sunday, September 14ù.
As usual, a super crowd enjoyed the

activrties.
On Salurday, March 29ù we met
theme, "Fill My Cup." Other A¡eas
in Aliquippa for a motivating seminar.
were well represented as everyone
The aftemoon began with a covered
hâd their spiritual cups filled by semidish dinner, after which Brother Joe
nars, preaching, singing, testimonies
Alverson from Spartanburg led the
and fellowship. Friday evening many
seminar, "Jesus in the Midst of All." It celebrities visited us to conduct â
vr'as brought out that Jesus must be the
special Restoration (Hollywood)
focal point in every aspect ofour lives.
Squares game night. We wìll al',¡/ays
Sister Leah Nath prepared activities
remember, Elvis, Bo Peep, Mama,
for the younger children, and Brother
Frankenstein, Richard Nixon, Bert and
Jason Monaghan taught the teeRagers.
Emie, Sister - Sister, Sponge Bob
Our annual Mini Camp was held
Square Pants and Drew Carey's
on Friday, June 13ù at the World
colorful assistant, Mimi. It was amazConference Center grounds. A
ing how much they knew about our
variety oftents and a couple ofvans
Chutch and the Restoration. Sisters
provided sleeping quarters for those
Laveme (Karen Progar) and Shirley
who were brave enough to endure the
(JoAnn Niehl) served as the comrnitoutdoors. The A¡ea officers contee and moderâtors for the game.
ducted an outdoor meeting. A good
Sister Krisfy Rogalla did a super
job as Camp Director. On Saturday
tumout enjoyed a briefmessage from
lhe scriptures and a season ofsinging
evening, an auction ofa variety of
andtestimonies. Fellowshipcontinued
bcautiful, useful, surprising, and often,
around the bonfire and lasted into the
unexpected merchandise brought
late hours ofthe night.
52,37 4.00 to our Area Treasury. Our
Our Area Youth Director, Sister
bell hop luggage service netted $225.00
Leah Nath and her Assistant, Sister
Lisa Gray continue to send enjoyable,
colo¡ful newsletters to the A¡ea's
children.
The Children's Comer
Many young people, as well as
Continued from Pâge 6
some older ones, support the Pennsylvania Youth Summit, a joint program
times, especially when a problem
with the Penn Mid-Atlantic Region.
keeps coming back, we need help too.
\Ve visit branches and missions to
We need the help of others to teach
support and encourage them.
us, to direct us and give us encourageB¡other Richard Scaglione, Sr.
ment to keep fighting our problems.
showed his Colombian slide presentaThere are many times when we cantion to locals in Monongahela, Glassnot fìght our problems alone, and we
port and Imperial. He also haveled
need to have the ministers ofThe
with a slide presentation on the history
Church ofJesus Cbrist lay hands on us
ofthe Church. The Imperial and
and pray for us.
Aliquippa Locals joined with McKees
God can make you strong as He

Children Blessed
Armand Jamqs Giovannone, son
ofBrother Ron and Sister Cindy
Giovannone, was blessed on October
5ü, 2003 in the Liberty Branch,
Wanen, Ohio.
Vy'yatt Afhur Nicklow, son of
Mamie and Daniel Nicklow was
blessed on October 19'r',2003 in the
Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch.

Ally Ramey, daughter ofSister
Theresa and Lionel Ramey was
blessed on October 26ù, 2003 in the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.
Jackson Thomas Hunt, son

of

Brother Brandon and Courtney
(Marnicio) Hunt was blessed on
October 2óù, 2003 in the Lorain, Ohio
Branch.

Riley Payne Matthew, son of
Brother James and Sister Patricia
Matthew, was blessed on September
7th, 2003 at the Windsor, Ontario
Branch.
Adria Christina Lobzun, daughter
of Brother Gregory and Rosalea
Lobzun, was blessed on July 27th,
2003 at the Windsor, Ontario Branch.

Macklyn Raven Beauchesne,
daughter ofDaniel and Wendy
Beauchesne, was blessed on July 27th,
2003 at the Windsor, Ontario branch.
Kenny Ortega, son ofJorge and
Ordalis Velasquez, was blessed on
October 19th, 2003 ât the lnner Ciry
Branch.
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*

WEDDINGS *

Sister Christina Benyola and Brother Justin Paxton
were united in holy matrimony in Bell, California in July'
2003.

Births
Jason Cardinale, son ofBrother Anthony and Sistet
Jeanette Cardinale was bom on August 31, 2003.

Ordinations
Brother Ryan McDonnel was ordained a Deacon in
the Bell, Califomia Branch on November 10, 2003. His feet
were washed by Brother Robby McDonnel and he was

ordained by Brother Bob McDonnel.

Baptisms and Reinstatements
Sister Wilhelmenia Watts was baptized on October 5ù,
2003 in the Freehold, New Jersey Branch. She was baptized by Brother Willie Brown and confirmed by Brother
Jim Crudup.
Sister Theresa Ramey was baptized on October 26ù,
2003 in the Freehold, New Jersey Branch. She was bapiized by Brother Carl Huttenberger Jr. and confirmed by
Brother Joseph Perri.

Address Change

Sister Colleen Schlift was baptized on November 2"d, .,
2003 in the Freehold, New Jersey Branch' She was baptized by Brother Willie Brown and confirmed by Brother

Carl Huttenberger, Jr.
Sister Gloria Rau was baptized on September 28, 2003
at Detroit, Michigan Branch #1 . She was baptized by
Brother FrankNatoli and confirmed by Brother Louis Vitto.

Brother Edgar Barlân was baptized on September 14,
2003 at Detroit, Michigan Branch #1. He was baptized by
Brother Larry Champine and confirmed by Apostle Peter
Scolaro.

Brother Robert Bash¿w was baplized on August l7th,
2003 ât Detroit, Michigan Branch #1. He was baptized by
Brother Jerry Benyola and confirmed by Brother Louis
Pietrangelo.
Sister Martha Bashaw was baptized on August l7tb,
2003 at Dehoit, Michigan Branch #1. She was baptized by
Brother Mike LaSala and confirmed by Brother Sam

DiFalco.
Brother Ric Romanski was baptized on July 27th, 2003
at Dehoit, Michigan Branch #1. He was baptized by
Brother Louis Vitto and confirmed by Brothei Mike LaSala

OBITUARIES
lle wish to express our sympathy to those that
mourn the loss of loved ones. May God bless and
comfort you.
STELLA (GIANNETTII SHARETZ
Sister Stellâ (Giânnetti) Sharetz ofthe Aliquippa,
Pennsylvania Branch passed on to her reward on October
12,2dú. She was preceded in death by her husband and is
survived by her brothers, Pete, John and Benny; and sisters,
Betty Jean and Sandra, as well as numerous nephews and
nieces.

DENNIS BRUNO
Name
Address

Phone

Brother Dennìs Bruno of the Redford, Michigan
Mission, passed on to his reward on August 15, 2003. He is
preceded in death by his mother, Sister Louse Bruno and

his

grandmother, SisterMary Spink. He is survived by
*
father, Brother Ken Bruno; wife, Mary Kay Btuno; son and
daughter-inJaw, Kenneth and Chantel Bruno; son, Michael
Angelo Bruno; step-daughters, Lauren and Lindsey;
grandchildren, Dominic and Isabella; and his brother,
Ronald.

