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Seizing and Utilizing Opportunities
are all importânt to the Church and to

By Brother David DeLuca
This New Year provides us the
opportunity to rcflcct on our scrvicc
and to analyze whether we accomplishcd our designated goals. Hope-

fully, we achieved the goals of
increasing our spilitual development
and growth jn thc Church. This is an
ongoing proccss that will provide
numerous blessings from Jesus
Christ and thejoy ofscrving our'
Lord and the Church.
King Solornon states, "'lhat all
the people of the eaúh nay know
that the Loñ is God, and that
thet'e is none e.lse" (I Kings 8:60).
The Lord is our primary focus and
we strive to serve Him each and
cvcly day ofour lives. We scck
FIim during our times ofneed, we
ask Him for direction and guidance
and we praise Him lor the unwarranted blessings thal we reccivc in
our lives. We can never sufficiently
praise the Lord for His mercy and
love.
The Lord told Abrahan, "A¡d
wlten Abram was ninety years old
ancl nine, tlrc Loñ appeared to
Abram, and said unto hìn, I atn thc

Alntighty God; walk be[ìtre nte,
and bc thou perfecf" (Genesis
t7:1). The challenge was placcd
before .A.braham to draw closer to

the Lord and scek more of the
blessings in his life. Abraham was a
spirilual pillar during this period of
time. We look at his life and ws
admire the consistent service to the
Lord. He obeyed the Lord and
approximatcly one ( l) year later,
Sarah gave birth to Isaac. The Lord
prornised that to Abraham, "A¡d,¿
will make of thee a great nation,
and I will bless thee, and nake thy

nane gteat; and thou shall be
blessing" (Genesis 12:2). IIe

a

adhered to the commandments of God
and his life was fillcd with the blessings of the Lord, Jesus Christ.
Abraham achicved the goal of being a
blcssing to the people ofGod, his
family and his fellow neighbors.

The mcmbers of The Church

of

Jesus Christ share the common goal
of working out our soul's salvation
and bringing souls to Christ. We are
an extremely diverse and uniquc

people, sometimes a peculiar people.
Praise God!! The Apostle Paul states

fhat, "For by one Spìt'it are we all
bâptized ìnto ona body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond oL free; and have been all
ntade to dink into one Spit'it. t'"or
the body is not one nenbe4 but
ntany" (I Corinthians l2:13-14). We

thc Lord. All ofus can be used by
God to help establish Fiis kingdom. lt
does not matler about our background,
gender, color ofskin, occupation or
age. The Lord died upon the cross for
all of mankind. We are diffe¡ent in
various physical characte¡istics and
unique personalities; however, we
strivc to becotrle a unifed and focused
congregation, Alma instructed and
baptizcd the people and he had these

words of advice, "And he commandcd then that there should be
no contentìon one witlt anothet, but
that they sltould look forward witlt
ona eye, having one faith and one
lnptism. having thcir ltearts knit
together in unity and in \ove one
towards another" (Mosiah l8:21).

We are cncouraged and strengthened by the Scriptures in the Bible and

The Book of Mormon. Throughout
fhe written word of God, He teaches
us to serve IIim by sewing the brcthers and sistcrs of the Church. King
Benjamin providcs a wonderful lesson
about service. He gave evcrything to
assist and help out the people. He
states that,

"And behold, I tell you

tlrcse thìngs that ye nay leam
wisdon; that ye ntay learn that when
ye atc in the service of your fellow
beings ye are only ìn the seruice of
(Continued on Page 4)
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once out ofthe hospital, cven though
thc doclors wol ricrl lor his condition,
he went into the waters of baptism on
a cold day, Februaryl8, 1945. llis life

from that time forward became a
vessel ofthe Lord by which he servcd
God and His church wìth unfaltcring
laith, zeal, antl dcdicalion cxprcssing
his love for Jesus Christ to all that
would hear.

Apostle Joseph Calabrese Passes on to
His Eternal Reward
Apostle Joseph Calabrese
passed away on Decembcr 5, 2008
having served the Lord with gteat
detennination from the day ofhis
baptism on Fcbruary 18,1945 al27
years of age. For thc 63 years that
followed, hc was a tireless laborer f'or
the Church. In ans\À/er to the quesLion tlìat some would pose to him,
"When did you become a missionary?" he would always say, "On the

Canada, and in 1981, he and Brother
Alvin Swanson organized the Church

ilr lndia. Sincc thal linìc Brolhcr
Calabrese had made 12 rnissionarY
trips to India. He was highlY rcspected and loved by thc members of
the congregations in India. Truly he
was a man of God exhibiting the
characleristics of Christ in fu1fi lling
his duties beforc man and God.
He was born in Monessen,
Pennsylvania on January 10, l9l8 to
Brother Antonio and Sister Theresa
Calabrese. The 1àmily moved to
Lorain, Ohio in 1930 where they
camc in contact with The Church of
Jesus Christ. His pârents were
baptized and became dedicated
mernbcrs thereafter. Hc marricd
Sister Victolia Calabrese in 1937 an¡l
had been married for 69 years beforc
her passing in 2006. TheY faced
many tough tjmcs together, including
the death of their itlfant son, Kenneth,
but they persevered.
He is survived by his children,

Bonnie Smith and her husband Isaac,
Dennis Calabrese and his wife Anne,

Cheryl Smith and her husband Harry,

Apostle Joseph Calabrese
tìay of tny baptisrn!" And indeed, he
was passiotrately involved in the
missionary endcavors of the Church,
both in the United States and in
lorcign courtlics. llc madc cxlcnsivc
ellorts to visit evety branch and
mission in thc Unitcd States antl

Candicc Genaro and her husband
Pcter, Joel Calabrese and his wife
Edna. l9 grandchildrcrt.25 greatgrandchildrcn. and I grcat-grcatgrandclti ld .
In 1945, Brother Joseph became
gravely ill with appendicitis. He was
not yet baptized, and had resisted
bccoming a membcr of the Church,
but he callerl upon the elders ofthe

Church to anoint him. A tnonth later,

In 1955, hc was ordained into the
rninislry ofthe Church as an Elder. in
1958 as an Evangelist, and in 1989 as
an Apostle. His service to the Lord
ncver wavered. His service to the
Church, whether as a truslec, SundaY
School tcacher, GMBA Vicc Prcsidcnt, Presiding Elder, Ohio Region
I)rcsidcnt, Quonrm o f ScventY Vicc
Prcsident, Quolum of Twclvc Prcsident, Foreign Missions Chairman,
India Coordinator, Gencral Church
Correspondent, Elder, Evangelist, or
Apostle was given the same intensity

ofdedication.

"We're nut play¡ng marbles in
the backyard anymore," was one of

will long bc retneurbered regarding the seriousncss of
his sayings that

selving the Lord. Brother Joscph
Calabrese was many things to manY
peoplc tluoughout his life and he madc
an enormous impact on hundreds,

if

not thousands, of people worldwide.
know of the goodness and Christ^,ll nature ofthis bcloved man of
like
God. We are blessed and thankful to
have had his love, devotioll to Jesus
Christ, and perseverance in spite of
many of life's obstacles, as an

cxamplc for all of us to follow.
He will be greatly missed bY the
Quorum of 12 and by all ofthe
brothers, sisters and fricnds ofThe
Church of Jcsus Christ. Brother
Joseph Calabrese has left a legacy for
all ofus to follow, and part ofthat
legacy is wlitten in publications that
he autlrored: Divine Continuity,
Questions ald Answers, and his
autobiography, Missionary Endeavors at Llome and Abroad.
(Additional biographical information may be found ín A flistory of
The Church of Jesus Chrìst: Vol'

wnc 2, pp.600-606 or at
www.thechurchofi esuschrist.org.)
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Spiritual Gathering
in Anaheim
By

Sister

Vicki VanDeWeghe

With a thcme of "Jesus, My
Wonderful Friend," the saints gathered on June 29, 2008 frorn far and
wirlc lor lcllowship. praise. singing
and worship, fillingthe Anahcim,
Califbrnia Branch to capacity. As
part of the Domestic Outreach
Program, we were blessed with
ministry visiting tom the branches of
Mount Laurel, New Jersey and
Lorain, Ohio, as well as the Nashville,
Tennessee mission.

Apostlc Paul Benyola spoke

of

his visit to Kcnya and the scriprurc in
John 15:15, ".,.but I have called you
friends..." You can go to the Lord for
all youl carcs of life and He raises
you up; we have a problem and He
can solve it. tsrother Paul continued

speaking fi'ol¡ Matthew 8:26 where
wind and therc was
grcat calm. ln Matthew 9:18-22, he
spoke ofJesus corning to the aid ofa
certain ruler whose dauglìtel was
pronourrccd dcad ald wanlcd.l-lim [o
lay His hands on her to resurrect her,
On the way to the ruler's home, a
woman witb an issue of blood for
twelve years came behìnd Him and
touched His garment. Jesus turned
around and when He saw her He
Jesus lebuked the

said, "Dauglrter, be ofgood comfort;
thy faith hath rnade thee whole."
And the woman was made whole
from that hour, Brother Paul spoke
of a boy who was recently in the
hospital and all the Chulch was
prayrng for him. His mother had a
vision where she saw all the prâyers
and the boy was healed. The devil is
out lhcre working tool bur Cod js
working to deliverus and be our friend.
A DOC member, Brother Ken
Staley moved to Nashville, TN the
Bible Belt - where there are many
wonderful Christians. They have
eleven baptizetl rnclnbcls in thcir
mission. Brother Ken spoke on
Jesus' cleansing

ofthe leper in

Matthew 8:1-3. We all need cleansing frorl something in our lives. A
young man in Nashville applied for a

job

as a collegc prolèssor, IIe wanted
to get closer to cliurch and his family;
lhc brolhers and sistcrs wcrc praying
that he would get the job. The fir'st
and second choices declined the job,
so it was his. It was all in God's
plan. A wornan was having nighl
mares alld the Chnrch praycd fol her
and she stopped haviug them. A man
on drugs was coming to church and
interrupting the meeting and went out
lo have a cigarette. Everyonc got
down on their knees and praycd for
him and he is now clean from drugs.
IIe has had cxperiences about surrcndering his life, but has not yet surrendered. Brothcr Kcn appealed to all to
lly Jesus rnd rccejve Cod's blcssings.
Brother Joe Benyola referred to
the sc¡ípture at the day of Pentecost
in Acts 2:2 where thcrc were 120
gathered fogether in one acco¡d. He
observed that thele were also about
120 gathercd togelher in Anahcirn this
day, resernbling the samc environment
as at Pentecost when the Spirit of
God was as a rnighty mshing wind
and approximately 3000 were baplized. Blother Joe recalled whcn
Brother Joe Lovalvo spoke and a
mighty rushing wind swept throughout
the congregation.
Brother Jocl Calabrese gave his
testimony and talked about a campout
at age l5 where thcy were actually
calnping out in tents in the National
Forest. They found a clearing to play
football and Brother Joel found a 1974
penny that was the same year and
thought it was unusual. That is when
God started working wilh him and hc
staúed praying to God to revcal
Himself. Later, he had hands laid on
hiln and God brought back all tliat
God had done for him. Ile realized
how rnuch God had bccn working in
his life since that campout. FIe

realized then there was nothing left
but to surlendel his life to God.
The Spanish choir from Bell and
Anaheim sang one song, Coritos
(Ninos l)e Anaheirn), accompanied
by three young guitarisfs led by
Brothcr Simone.
God blessed us abundantly on
this glorious day, inspiring oulvisiting

elders to fccd thc flock in this part Õf
the vineyard.

Great Lakes Region
Conference
By

Sistcr Carolynn O'Connor

Ilrother Frank Natoli. Rcgìon
President, began our fall Region
Conference by sharing a few thoughts
in hopes to plepare us f'or thc blessings to come.
Brother Jim Lambelt Jr. opened
thc mceting. I Ie sla¡tcd by asking us
to sing the chorus of I-Io,ly Sprzt He
then began his sermon sharing the
words ofChrist, "I ani the way the
truth and the life." Fle continued,
"What does that mean to us? Christ
explained it in a few words. Who do
we say that He is? Let Christ be
EVERYTHING to you in your life . I
believe when you were singing you
invited Him herc today. We hâvc the
benefit of the before and after slory,
and by the Spirit of God we believe it."
He read from John 1 l, "And
whosocver livelh and bclieveth il lne
shall never die. Believest thou this?"
He continued, "Do i believe this?
Thank God I havc the scriptures to
tell rne what it was and my heart tells
me who

I

am today.

lf I believe it I

have to prove it. It is lnore than
words on the page. It is my daily
living. There are so many negative
tliings going on in this wolld. Don't
let the world get you down or rob
your assurance that Jesus Christ
arosc frorn the grave and lives today.

lfyou

rnake him everything you can

make an impact in the world. To the
unbaptized, don't \.'ait. To those who
are baptized, ifyou believe in the
truth, don't wait to show the wolld
what you have. Remember the day
you allowed Christ and you understood who He was."
Brother Jim closed by saying
"Ile is the truth, Christ is the way,
Christ is rny life, so daily whcn I exist
I need to ask myself this question,
'What is Christ to me today?' "

Brothe| PeÌry Vitto who was
newly ordained into the priesthood
followed. "It is so good to be herc."
Fle said it with such conviction that it
(Continued on Page4)
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\¡/ith us tlìat day. He asked llrother
Lou Pietrangelo, Bt'other Davc
DiBattista, and Sistcr Sara LaPlena to

was a remindcr thât we too should feel

give

tliis gratelil for the opportunity.
llrother Peuy mcntioned that this
Church was his helitage, that he like
his grandpalents was born into it and
that hc had takcn it lbr glantcd lor so
rnany ycars. I'Ic was now ove{oYed

opened the meeting to the conglegaliol'I for anyone who felt to testify.
This was not typical ofour Region
Conlèrence, but the Lord had directed
the brothers to include testimony as
pafl of the service.
Many others came forward and
gave God glory lol all that Hc had
done in their lives including Steven
f)ulisse from Branch #2 who shared
thât ht had been fasting and praying
for God's presence in his life. He had
many experiences in the days preccding the confcrence and declared that
he wanted to become a member of
Thc Church of Jesus Christ.
After sharing in the Lold's
Supper, Brothel Alex Gentile took a
rromcnt to share that when he arrived
at tlìe conferencc and greeted Steven,
God revealcd to him that Steven would
ask for his baptisrn that daY.
Sìstcr Dianc Stigleman then stood
and said that earlier when she saw the
faces of the ministry, theY were
illuminated.
llrother Peter Scolaro took a few
moments to bring our moeting to a
close by sharing a few words and
encouraging us to take seriously the
mossage that \¡r'as shared throughout
thc day - not to lct ANYTHING gct in
lìrc way r.rlmaking Him EVIRY-

that the scaìes fell off of his eyes.
Brother Pcny spoke of Ahna and
the sons of Mosiah ancl how they were
separated for Ì4 ycars before theY
stumbled upon each other. He rcad

fiom Alma l7:2, "...therelore Alma
did rcjoicc exccedingly to sec his
brethren; and what added more to his
joy, they were still his brethrcn ln the
Lord..." Brother Pery said that when
he looked out at the congregation, he

lcll lhal joy. "There is sr-r mtrch going
on in this world and we can't trust
man, we can't trust the world. We
rnust trust in the Lord. If we arc fixed
antl know thc scÌipture and know thât
He loves us we will not be affccted by
thìs world. If we are blessed enough
to be here today, then we are chosen
to hear this word. The Gospel of
Jesus Christ is perfect. The four sons

of Mosiah were the vilest of sinners. I
was the vilest of sinncrs. If we ale
not happy, wc dolt't know enough,"

Brother

Ton

Everett shared

a

few thoughts witb us as well. "Abinadi
says we have an intercessor thal
stands between us and justice and thc
lack ofajob and our health and, and..."
llc sharcd that thc lileral translation in
Hebrew of"the Lord will provide" is
"more than enough." Brotlier Totn
closed by saying that the Lord is
everything and He is more than

a

word oftestilnony and then

THING.
It was a blessing to gather as a
region and a great reminder that God's
blessings are available to us ifwe
make him EVERYTHING in our lives.

Lions. I:le did not seck any personal
glory or satisfaction. I am sure the
Lord rewarded liirn for his effoltjust
as lle blesses us each and everY daY
ofour lives.
The I-ord desires us to seek IIim
on a daily basis. Ahna told thc people,
"Cowsel with the Loñ in all thY
doìngs, and ha will direct thee fot
good; yea, when thou liest down at
night lie down unto the Lord, that he

watch oveï you ìn your sleeP;
antl whcn lhou licsf in thc rnonting
Iat thy hcart be full of thanks unto
God; and if ye do these things, Ye
shall be lifled up at tlrc last daY"
(Alma l7:2). Wc scck His advice in
all facets olour lives.
It is a great challenge presentcd
before the people ofGod. The Lottl
âsks us to draw closer to Him and He
will pour a blessing that we will not be
able to contain. 'llrc Lord is waiting
fo¡ us to scek Him and rely upon I-lim.
I'le desires us to seek His waYs.
The Lord is waiting to bless The
Church of Jesus Christ. IIe wants us
to draw closcr to llim. He will shower
us with the blessings of God if we seek
Hirn every day ofour lives. Thlough-

nay

out the year, we encourage You to be a
blessing to the Church, the brothers
and sisters and our lriends. Listed
below are goals that we might seek in
the upcoming year:

(l)
(2)

enough.

Brothcr Frank also sharecl some

ofhis tlioughts on the stato of our
country and how we as members
should have faith and make Him
everythirìg to us. "You have bcen
given thc peall not to be selfish with it
but to share it with others. Is lt
everything to us?"

Following a medley sung bY the
meinbers of Branch#1, Brotlier Frank
shared that 50 years ago this day at
Branch #1, ten souls came into tlìe
Church and that three of thcm were
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(3)
(4)

Suppof the Church leadership by
keeping the conmandments of

God and supporting the goals of
the Church.
Fast ând pray that the Church
might grow and souls might be
brought to Christ. Ask the Lord to
bless the work of the Church, such
as: a. Seed of Joseph
b. Foreign Missionary Fields
c. Domestic Church
Lovc thc b¡others and sislcrs.
Lovc, teach, suppoú, encourage
and be good examples to the

youngpeople.

your God" (Mosiah 2:17). One of
the grcatestjoys in life is helping out
our f'ellow brothers and sisters. The
Good Samaritan crossed the highway
and assisted an individual in need. He
bound his wounds, carried him to the
inn and handled the financial obliga-

(5) Attend all ofthe branch meetings,
such as: Sunday school, SundaY
Services, MIIA, Fast aud PraYer
rnecting and all of tlie Church

auxiliaries.
(Cont¡nued on Page 7)
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"Go to now, ye thal say, Today or totnofl ow we will go into such a cìty, and continue
tltere a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Wltereas ye know nol what shall be on the
tnotLow. Fc¡r what is your life? It is even a vapoLtl', that appearcth for a lillle linte, and
lhen vanisheth away. Fot that ye ought to say, If lhe Lord wilL, we shall live, and do this,
or that" (Janes 4:13-15),
Rcccntly my mom was suddenly called holne aller having a car accident. As tragic as thât
nay sound, God granted her wish to die quiokly, withoul years ofbeing alflicted, which shc
viewed as a burden to hel family. My dacl passed away a fcw years agô, also as a result of
an accidcnt. A van he was repairing suddenly went into revcrse and caused injuries that he
didnotsurvive. My rnom always said she hoped that God would call herhome ina similarway
that He did my dad. God granted her wish, For those that do not know thc Lord, they are not
sule what to say to me, since they view these tragìc events as sornething that would scnd mc
into deep depression. Those that know the Lord understand thât God nevcr makes a lnistake.
lle gives life and He takcs it âway, ând His tirr.ring is never the wrong timing.'fhe nightbeforc
rny mom died, I was speaking with hcr on the phonc âbout general things, planning for'
Christmas gifts for nly children and getting together for the holidays. Neither ofus knew that
thc next day would be her last.

Life is like a vapour. A person exists ârìd no ône ever really thinks ofwhat would happen if
thcy were not there ânymore. And yet, just as a vapoul of smoke frorn a candle quickly
dissipates after the flame is blown out, so does a person who passes away. 'lhe phone calls
you would get from them are silenced, and you no longcr see thcrn. Oul lives can seem so
vibrant and active, and yct in an instant, we disappear from this life forever. People plan for
the next day, rveek, rnonth, year, or even ycars the activities they will be doing. We spend so
rnuch energy in planning a future we may never see. No onc knows the time they will leave
thjs life. Sor¡e arc very young, somc are middle-aged, some live to be very old, but no one
can say they know when theil li;fu will be over. The things we plan to do in the future should
always includc the disclaimer, "If it be God's will."
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Knowing this should rnake us step back and examine our lives. If God were to call me home
this instant, what would my life reflect? If there was a movie of my entire life ; all the things
I did and said, would I be able to watch it, and God see lne as worthy to inherit the mansions
ofglory and rest in paradise with my Savior? Nothing unclean can enter the portals ofheaven,
it is impossible. i know it is often said, but we should live every day as if it were our
last....becauseitcanbe. I also lost my brother sudden ly not too long ago. Hewas 52 years
old. These events in my family have caused me tô loôk at being alive as much less ofa
guarantee, but instead a gift. A gift that ifused properly can lcad to a reward ofeverlasting
happiness in the immortal life to come. At the same time, our life can be a curse to us if we
misuse it. So many pcople push forward through life, never even thinking of what would
happen ìfthey would die. They see the here and the now, and thcy put incredible energy into
securing their future. The decline ofoureconomy and unemployment rates at an all time high
have forccd somepeople to slowdown andputmore emphasis onjustgetting throughthe day,
notplanning theirretirement. This is howwe should liveourdays, making each moment count
and making each noment pleasing to the Lord.
lfsudden dcath liasn't affected yourfamily, the depth ofthese words mightnot be as impactful,
but lor thosc who havc experienced this, I'm sure woulcl agrce that it is profound. Let'slive
evely day as if it were our last, really. Let's try to please the Lord in every rÃ/ay. Let us put
others before ourselves, and cxtend lovc to evcryonc around us. Let us overlook the petty
distractions oflife and focus our attention on the prize that awaits r¡s. Let's make 2009 our
best spiritual year ever.
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The

faint." This can be the year you
changc and be who you want to bc

Children's

With love,
Sister Jarì

WORD S]]ARCI{

Corner
By

Sìster Jan

Bork

Those That Wait

Upon the Lord
(lsaiah 40: j 1)
Dear Friends,

are

The Iliblc and Book of Mor'mon
full of stories of many great people

who made mistakes â1id then started
over. Faithful Abrahatn onoe was
alraid to protcct his wilc and marriage
frorn a powerful king who wanted the
beautilul woman. Thele was nothittg
he could do. He waited on the Lord.
God had to send plagues against thc
kilg to makc the ruler give him back
his wife (Genesis 12:10). Moses was
afraid to speak in front ofthe Pharaoh
and the peoplc so God sent his brother,

Aaron, to go witlì him and talk lor him
(lJxodus 4:10-17). Peter was afraid of
Pilate's soldiers and lied and said he
did not know Jesus. Jesus had told
hirn he would rnake this tenible
mistake. Peter had said it could never
happen. He fàiled but Jesus saved hirr
and forgave

MOUNT
ISAIAH
PROMISES UP
WITH
US
THEY
WINGS
OF
TFIAT
EAGLES
WAÌT
RUN
UPON
NOT
TFIE
BE
LOTìD
V/EARY
SHALL
RENEW WALK
TIJI]IR
ANI)
STRENGTH NOT
AND
T'AINT

hirl.

Esthel' was an ordinaty Jewish
girl chosen to be the new queen of the
land. She had tô leam who to trust ând
how to act like a queen. There were
many laws separating her from her
husband. But, wheû an enemy
planned to kill all Jews, she fasted for
three days and waited upon the Lord
for guidance. Then she had the
couragc to ask the king to save her
people (the book ofEsther).
Have you ever wishcd you could
understând son.rething or try and learn
something ncw but have becn afraid
you would fail? Have you ever done
sornething that made yclu feel sony or
bad inside and becu augty at yoursclf

and wished you could change? Well,

this year, you can. Today you cau
changejust like the peoplc mentioncd
above changed.
It all starts with awareness and
talking to God. Go to a quiet pìace
wherc no onc will bothcr you lor
awhile. Flold still and picture yoursclf
clìr¡bing into the lap ofa loving Jesus,
just as children in the scriptures came
to liim. l-et the safety of His arrns
surruurrd you whilc you talk to Him in

your heart. Tell

hirl you are sory for

the things you have done wtong. Ask
Him to lorgivc you and hclp you bc
wiser, stronger, kinder, and braver.
Stay there for a time alìd tell
Jcsus wllat is scaring you. wt-rrrying
you, and making you feel afraid or

uselcss. Ask him to plotect you, and
help, or changc the peoplc who are
causing you trouble. Tell hìln to teach
you how to know what to do alìd what
to say. Ask Jesus to take away your
bad feelings, then thank hirn for helping
you.
Show Him you love IIim as You
slide out of His lap and go your waY
this day. Feel your peace, Feel FIis

love and hope. Trust Jesus who
blesses us and wait to see FIim work
things out îor you. You can change.
You can do things that you have
dreamcd

of. You can change and be

an inshument in God's hands. You oau
be successful and have many intcresting cxperiences with the Lord. Your
life can be so much better once we
play and trust and wait upolÌ the Lord.

We are promised by the ancient
prophet Isaiah (40:31), "...they that
wait upon thc Lord shallrcnew thcir
strcngth; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk alld not
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This month's

Gospe,l News is shoÍer than usual.
Thìs is a resuh. ofa lack of material
to fill the entire issue. I apologize

fbr this, but hope that writers
be inspired to submit alticles

will

through thcir branch Editors to the
Gospel Ncws ìn thc future. MaY
God bless you.

Brother Carl Huttenberger

Ianuary,2009
we need only to petition the Lord.

A

ßraruh and
Mission ffovs

Blessings in Rochester
By

Sister Bette Panfile

Psahn 9l :12 "...lest thou dasli thy
loot against a stone. . .."

Sunday, August 3 1, was a special
day for the saints in Rochester, NY.
Along with Brother Leonard and Sister
Jean Benyola, we all gathered with

rnuchjoy and anticipation at the Lyons
Nursing Home in Lyons, NY, (about
40 miles East of the Rochester church)
to havc a church scrvice with B¡othcr
Andrew Locci, our Presiding Elder.
Brothcr Andrew has been confined,
firsl lo a hospital and is now receiving
physical therapy at the nursíng honìe.
This would be the first time he would
bc prcscnt lor a church service sincc
he enteled the hospital in Fcbruary,
2008. We also had a visitor, Tom, who
has bccn occasionally visiting our
church.
Our rneeting was held in one of
the activity rooms, and it made us
happy to scc Brothel Andrew sitting
next to Brother Leonard at the lectc r.
Before our selvice was opened, we
sang several hyrrns, beginning with
Atnazing G¡ace followed by In the

Garden. Drtrtng this tirne an elderly
female wheeled hersclf into the room
in her wheelchair and positioned
herseÌf nexl. to Sister Bette Panflle.
While we were singing, we all noticed
that she was vcry softly mouthing the
words, so we continued to sing a few
rnore hymns, including What a F end
We I'Iave r¿ Jesus and More Like the

Mastet .
Brothcr Leona¡tl thcn lcd us in
prayer, thanking God for His mercy
and blessings for Brother Andrew and
guiding hirn through this longrecovery
and giving us the opportunity to gather
together.
F'or his text, Brother Lconard

rcad thc cnlire 9l'' Psalm rnd rcminded us ofGod's undying Love for
us aud that through our darkest hour,

lìe

is only a prayer away. Wherevel wc
are, we nced only to bow our hcad and
speak to our Father and He heals us.
He also quoted fi'om the beautiful
poem that is familiar to all ofus Foo¡prints in the Sand "...During your
times oftrial and suffering, when you
see only one set of footplints, il was
theu that I carried you...." How true it
is how many times have each one of
us becn caried by our Savior through
our dalkest hour.
Our meeting continued glorifying

Cod with

bea uti lu I

testimonies lrom

each one of the brothers and sisters
testifying to llis goodness and IIis love

for us, Brother Andrew was overcome with emotion as hs testified and
thanked God and praised IIim for
sparing his life and granting hirl
strength to endure his trial, Fle also
expressed gratitude for his loving wife,
Sister Teresa, who has unfailingly,
been with him every day. During her
testimony, Sister Jeanelte Clinkscales
related a dream she had and Sistcr
Celestina Drobeck also testified ofa
dream she recently had.
After our testimonies, we continued with sacrament. The last tilne
IJrother Antlrew received sacrament
was in l'ebruary,2008, so this was a
special blessing for him and a much
anticipated onc. However, we were
all a litlle anxious, since he is still on a
trach ând a fbeding tube, but he was
able to swallow the bread and wine.
Praise God !
God willing, we look forwald to
rneeling here once again at the end of
the month.
We humbly ask you to keep
Brolher And¡ew and all ol'us herc in
your prayers, that the Lord would
move His hand on this little niission
and keep us strong and unilìed, while
we wait for Brother Andrew to
recover and be ablc to return to his

place in leading this little flock. During
our past r'ì'ìeetings, Brother Andrew
would always encourage us to be
strong and suppod one another and
stressed the importancc of the spirit of
unity for our merlbers.
Brother Andrew expresses his
gratitude for all ofyour prayers on his
behalf and for your cncouragemcnt

and the many cards he has received.
He also wants to thânk Brother
Leonard Ilenyola fol his continued
support in visiting thismission to
conduct services and Brother Hank
Cardillo for his help with Sunday
School. church se¡viccs and looking
aftei'the church building in Brother
Andrew's absence. Both brothcrs
leave their own branches and travel
long distances to be in Rochester and
also for going to the nursing home to

anoint Brother Andrew. May the Lord
bless them both and grant them
slrength and health tô continue to do

His wo¡k.

May God Bless and be with
ofyoul

each

SeizingandUtilizing
Opportunities
Continued from Page 4

(6) Be financially

generous to the

Church.

(7) Volunteer l'or an office.
(8) Seek the Lord's guidance in our
lives by desiring llis blessings.
It is thc sincere desire that the
Church might eryoy the blessings of
the Lord in every branch, rnission,
auxiliary organization and rnissionary
field. "Adatn fëll that ntan ntight be;
and nen ate, tllat they ntigltt havc
joy"(lI Nephi 2:25). ft is everyone's
goal to improve in our service to tlte
Lord and to experience thejoy in our
hearts. The Gospel needs to be
pleached and witnessed thloughout thc
world. There is work for every
member of The Church of Jesus
Christ. There is no greaterjoy than
witnessing a simrer come to Christ. Lct
us rise to the challenge this year that
we rnight witness thc loilowing scriptve, "Bring ye all the tithes into the
storchouse, that there may be rneat
in nine ltouse, and ptove ne now
hetewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if
I will not open you the windows of
Iteavcn. and pour you out x l)lessing, that there shall nol be r¡ont
enough to receive it" (Malachi 3:10).

Januarv,2009

*

WEDDINGS

4'

Children Blessed

Brother Jonathan Nath and Sister
Amra Sauro were unitcd in holy
matrimony at the Monougahela,
PennsylvaniaBranch on October4, 2008.

Olivia Mac Baez, daughter of
Brother E¡ic and Sister Linda Baez,
was blessed on March 2,2008 aI Lhe
Detloit, Michigan lnner City Branch.

Sistel Jamie Nicklow and Nick
Fedorchak were unitctl in holy matlimony at the Monongahela, Pennsylvania Branch on Octobcr 25, 2008.

Sanage Halthon, daughter of
Rachel Adams and Sanchez l{althon,
was blessed on August 14, 2008 at
I)etroit, Michigan Branch #2.

Isabella Nina McCoy, daughter
Sister Karen Mellor and David
Greg and Sister Lisa McCoy, was
Kulívan, Jr., wele united in holy
matrimony in MountVernon, Virginia blessed on November 16, 2008 at
Detloit, Michigan Btar,ch #2.
on November 22, 2008.

Corcectíon
Jonathan Eric l)iler and Kelly
Ann Bradburn were united in holy
matlirnony in the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch on Septcmber 27, 2008,

Ordinations
Brother Robert (Adam)
Mâtthews was ordained a deacon on
August 24, 2008 at thc Monongahela,
Pennsylvania Branch. His fcet were
washed by Blother Robert Golling and
he was ordained by Brother Richard
Scaglione, Sr.

of

Nolan Tyler Gross, son of
Brother James and Sister Carolyn
Gross, was blessed on Novernber 30,
2008 at Detroit, Michigan Branch #2.

Zoey Marre Devore, daughter
Sister Lisa (ltaliano) and Brother
I)avid l)evore was blessed in the
Youngstown, Ohio Branch.

Ethan Benjamin Seighman, son of
Dan and Crissy Seighman was blesscd
on November 23, 2008 at the Herndon,

VirginiaBranch.
George Hcmy Phillips lV, son of
George and Karen (Willfotlh) Phillips
was blessed on Novenrber 23, 2008 at
the Libcrty, Ohio Branch.

Brother John Bilsky was oldained
a toacher on October 26, 2008 at the
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania
Branch. His feet were washcd by
B¡other James L. Speck and he was
ordained by Brothcl James Abbott.

NANCY SPECK

of

OBITUARIES

Sister Nancy Speck of the Forest
Hills, Florida Branch passed on to her
reward on Septembcr 19, 2008. She
was preccdcd in death by her husband,
Brother James Gavin Speck IIL She is
survived by her son, Brothcr James L.
Speck and wìîe Sister Kellie; daughter,
Sister Susan Windman and husband
Michae l; five grandchildrcn and two
great-grandchildren.

I]MORY COGAR
Brother Emory Cogar, originally
of the Leesburg, Virginia Mission,
passed on to his reward on November
20,2008. Ile is sur.rived by his wife,
Sister Verna, along with seven children.

MARY .AZZINARQ
MARIE HUTTENBERGER
Sistcr Mary Azzinaro

AddressChange
Name
Address

Phone
Branch or Missior

of

the

Lockport, New York Mission, passed
on to her ¡eward on August 18, 2008.
She was preccded in death by her
husband, Salvatore Azzinaro; onc
daughter, Connie Craft; and one son,
Daniel. She is survived by five sons,
Brother Sal Azzinaro, Perry, David,
Tirnothy and Peler: onc daughler.
Annie Payne; nine grandchildren; two
sisters, Sister Grace D'Amico and
Sister Antoinette Giansante; and two
sisters-in-law, Sister Josie Jastnin and
Sister Betty Azzìnaro.

Sister Marie Fluttenberger of the
F'reehold, New Jersey Branch passed

on to her reward on December 12,
2008. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Brothcr Carl Huttcnbergcr
Sr. and son, Brother John Huttenberger.
She is surwived by her sons, Brother

Jim tlultcnbcrger and wife Sister
Lynette, Randy Huttenberger and wife
Amaya, and Brother Carl Huttenberger
Jr. and wife Sistor Suzette; six grandchildren, and a sister, Sister Marge
Calablo.
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TwBLVE APoSTLES oF THE CuuRcu oF JESUS CurusT

Front row left to right: lsaac D. Smith, Paul N, Libe¡to, Paul Benyola, Thomas M, L¡berto, paul palm¡er¡, Joseph Calabrese
Back row left to r¡ght: Peter A. ScolaÍo, Phil¡p R. Jackson, John R. Griffith, Leonard A. Lovalvo, Richard T. CËristman,
James L. Crudup

February,2009
oring to encourage the saints to llve
righteously bcfore God and man.
Their acts in tcaching and prcaching
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and officiating in the ordinanccs
should conform strictly with the
original Twe lve.

".. ,The Twelve should review
the spiritual status of the Church and
make recommendations to confelence
for the welfare and botternent ô1 the

'-o

Ir

Church.

"In order to oversee the spiritual
welfale of the Church, apostlcs have
been appointed to serve as spiritual
counselors in each region of the Church.

Quorum of Twelve Apostles
The photo of the Quorum of
Twelve Apostles oû page I was taken
in January 2008. Last month in the
January 2009 issuc of the Gospe,l
Neø,s, we reported with great sorrow
thât on December 5, 2008 Brother
Joscph Calabrese passed on to his
eternal reward, Since 2004, four other
brothers ofthe Quorum of Twelve
have also passed away: V. James
Lovalvo, Russell Cadman, Dominic
Thomas, and Joscph Lovalvo. The
Quorum of Twelve and all ofThe
Church ofJesus Christ pricsthÕod
mourn their passing and consider it a
privilege to have personally known
and labored with them. They served
the Church faithfully anddiligently for
many years. Truly we will always
remember them as inspirational men
who were filled with thc love of God
and dedicated to the protnulgation of
the Restored Gospcl.
Over the past five years, other
brothers havc bccn called and ordained as apostles in their stead, and it
is without question that those that
have been ordained regard the valiant
men who preceded them with great
respect and admiration. Each of them
is quitc aware of the weight of thcir
calling and feels very humbled to be in
this very responsible position. The
biographies of each ofthe current
apostles can be found on The Church

of Jcsus Christ website at
www.thcchurcho fjcsuschrist.ot'g.
Listed below ale thc cultent
apostles and their dates ofordination:
James

L. Cludup Ootober 14, 2007
- Apr\l22,2007

Leonard A. Lovalvo

Paul N. Liberto

- April 17, 2005

Philip R, Jackson

- April

17, 2005
October 12, 2003

John R. Griffith Richard T. Chrìstman -October 12,2003
Peter A. Scolaro Octobet 12, 1991
Isaac D. Smith - O ctober 12, 1997
Thomas M. Libcrto -October 15, 1995
Paul Benyola - April23, 1989

Paul

Palmieri Oclobcr

12, 1986

There are many duties and
assignments that the apostles have
relative to their position as leaders of

the Church. The Law and Order of
Thc Church ofJesus Christ, pp.2-5, is
cited in the following paragraphs
delineating their specific functions as
apostles.

"The scriptures indicate that the
Saviour chose twelve men in Palcstine as witnesses of His life and
resurrection, whorn He called
apostles. Also, when He established
His Church on this land of America
He chose twelve as Hìs witnesses,
whom FIe called disciples. We
believe it to be the will of God that
twelve should be chosen in this last
dispensation of time as living witnesses of His Church on the eath.
They are to bear testimony throughout the world to the everlasting
Gospel being restored and that the
Church is adorned with the divine
gifts and blessings ofGod.
""lhe Twelve have power to
officiate ilì all the o¡dinances of the
Gospel in the name ofthc Lord Jcsus
and are to regulate the spiritual affairs
of the Cllurch throughout thc world.
"As spilitual leaders, they should
travel throughout the Church endeav-

"The Quorum of Twelve shall
accept assignments given them by the
Gcneral Priesthood regarding matters
tlìat relâte to the Faith and Doctrine of
the Church, appeals, and controversies which have not been resolved at
other levels ofthe Church.
"Members of the Twelve maY
serue as consultants on General
Church committecs and/or boards.
"Only apostles are eligible to be
electedto the Presidency ofthe Church.

"Curently and historicallY,
Church policy and practices involve
the Twelve in all levels ofChurch
governmental functions, during and

between conferences.

"In summary, the quorum can,
does, and should pcrform a variety of
functions: selecting and trai ngelders,
doing m issionary work, invcsl igating
and settlingproblems, counseling,
advising and guiding regions, committees and boards, formulating programs

and proposals to advance the Church,
leading the Church spiritually, preaching and writing about the Gospel,

monitoring and evaluating Church
progress toward our restoration goals,
organizing, coordinating and directing
its quorum, presiding over the Church,
executing the orders and decisions of
thc Priesthood, and laboring for the
general upbuilding ofthe Church. The
quomm's functions are manil'old and
varied, but the essence ofthe quorum's
funclions is to selve the Priesthood
and the membership ofthe Church."

Listed are some of the individual
positions and assigntncnts ofthe
Quorum of Twelve:
(Continued on Page 4)

Â message

from fhC
$evenfy
Spiritual Growth Experience d in Zambia,
South Central Africa
By Evangelist J.
The year was 2006 when a
group ofrnissionaries from our
Church embarked on a trip to the
country ofzambia, which is located in
South Central Africa. We had
received an invitation from a man,
Mr. Albert Kawama, (who later
became B¡other Kawama) to visit
and bring the mcssage of the Restored Gospel fo his country. He had
been invited by Brother Cipcng A'
Kapend, oul current Church President
in the Dernocratic Republic ofthe
Congo, to visit the Congo, where he
would hear about the laith ofThe

Joseph Peu.i

Brother Albert was explaining to the
group what he had observed and was
taught while in the DR Congo.
Several experiences were
received among the peoplc in Zambia
relating God was pleased with the
information Brother Albert presented. God was also revealing His
will that this group should invite The
Church ofJesus Christ missionarics to
Zambia, asking them to bring the

and the message he received about
the Chuch. Upon retuming back to
his home in Zambia, he began to
gather peôplc and share with them

of the Restoration of the
Gospel to their country.
During our first visit to the city
ofChingola, we were introduced to a
number ofpeople who later became
our spiritual family, Among them was
a man named Malama Chalwe (who
became Brother Chalwe). He was
invited by Brother Albert to cor¡e and
listen for himself the message of the

what lie had heard about the Restoration message.
Because of internal problems

traveled by public transportation over
one hour from his hometown of

Church of Jcsus Christ. He became
very interested by what he witnessed

and not being satisfred with the faith
they were attending, he along with his
family membcrs and a few fricnds,
began to pray that God would bless
them with a church where they would
be happy to attend. It is worthy to
note Brother Cipeng knew Mr.
Kawama for a number of years, being
associated with him in the previous
church they both attended. Brother
Cipeng was an evangelist in thât faith
and often visited Zambia.
Some mônths had passcd since
we wetB introduced to Iìrother
Kawama, and iluring that tinie

rnessage

Iìestored Gospel. Brother Chalwe
Chililabombwe to come to the city of
Chingola on the morning the brothers
arrivecl from the United States. He
obscrved and listened very intently to
what the nlissionaries were saying.
Finally, when the brothers had
completed their introduction of The
Church of Jesus Cbrist, Brother.
Chalwe mentioned to us that Brother
Albeft had been informing them about
the faith of our Church and he krrcw
in his heart it was true. He lelated an
expericnce in which he felt God was
calling him for some tilne to do a work
for Him, but he did not know where

or how to go about it or becorne
involved. Blother ChaÌwc t.equested
us to oome to his fown where he had
a small group of people with whom
he was holding Bible study and wanted
thern to hear the same message he
had heard.
The towns ofChingola and
Chililabornbwe are mining towns
about an hour's drive from each other
and are located in the copper belt of
Zambia, considered to be one ofthe
largest copper fields in the world.
Oul itinerary included a visit to

Chililabombwe. God blessed us with
good liberty in teaching the faith of
the Church and preaching the Restored Gospel message to the people
we met. In a few days a number of
requests for baptism \¡r'ere received,
A standard ofthe Gospel Restored
was being raised in both the cities of
Chingola and Chililabombwe. It is

important to especially infom Gospel
News reade¡s about the young people
of the Chililabombwe Branch and
thcir excitement in seling the Lord
and the growth ofthis branch.
Since it was establlshcd, this
branch has grown to a large rnembership, and a good number ofthem are
young people. They are very excited
about their new life with Christ and
havc beerr assisting rheir Pr.esiding
Elder, Brolher Chalwe, in evangelizing the Gospel, visiting homes, helping
thosc who ale ill. antlinviring thcir
fiìends and neighbors to attend worship

services with them.
Oul brothers and sisters have
been meeting in a rented school
classroom which has become too
small to accommodato their côngregation. They have outgrown the
classroom and there are no larger
classrooms to rent, causing mâny of
tlìe brothers, sisters and visitors who
attend worship seNices to stand
outside ofthe room to hear the
preaching. They often express to us
that they are looking for.ward to the
day when we can assist them in
consh'ucting their own church building.
On August 22, 2008 a group of
30 men and wolnen sur¡endered fheir
livcs to the Lord and were baptized
(Continued on Page 4)

Quorum of Twelve Apostles
Continued from Page 2
Jsaac

D. Smith:

Quorum President; Liaison to the Q70/
IMOC Central America Scctor
Committee and to the Southwest

Region; Law and Ordet Ptoject
John R.

Griffith:

Quorum Vice-President; Liaison to the
Penn Mid-Atlantic and Southcast
(Chm) Regions, the NAOC, the
GMBA, GLUC; and Chailman of 3
committces: Ordained Offi ccrs Train-

ing, Proposal: Analysis ofBook of
I)reams, and Minrstcrial Standards;
Law and Order Project.

Pcter A. Scolaro:
Quorum Secretary; GC Second
Counselor; Liaison to Great Lakes
(Chm) and Southcasl Rcgions: Liaison
to OSC/Ministerial Training and Music

Subcommittee; Liaison to thc Print
House; Q12 Editor; Ordained Offic-

ers' Training Committee; Law and

Ordel Project.
PaulPalmieri:
GC President; Liaison to the Penn

Mid-Atlantic (Chm) and Midwest
Regions; Liaison to the Q70; Ordained
Officer's Training and Ministerial
Standards Committees; Law and
Order Project.
Thornas M.

LibeÍo:

GC First Counselor; Quorum Asst.
Sec/Fin. Sec.; Liaison to Atlantic
Coast and Pacific Regions; Liaison to
the GC Finanoe Committee; Liaison to
tlle HË'F; Law and Ordel Project

PaulBenyola:
Liaison to Atlantic (Chm) and Southeast Regions; Liaison to thc Q70/
IMOC (Chrn) and the (Q7O/IMOC)
Buropc Sector Comn.rìttee; Liaison to
the DOC and to the GC I:listorian;
Chairman of the Law and OIder
Prôject.
Richard T. Christman:

Liaison to the Midwest and South\test
(Chm) Regions; Liaison to Q7O/IMOC
New Works Comtnittee and South
Alnerica Sector; Liaison to the Gospel

News; Ordained Officers' Training
Committee; Law aud Order Project.
Philip R. Jackson:
Liaison to the Midwest (Chrn) and
Penn Mid-Atlantic Regions; Liaison to
the GC Trustees, WCC, and Ontario
Curp: Ql2 M inistcrial Newslcttcr
Development and Ministerial Standar tls Committees; Law and Order
Projcct.
Paul N. Liberto:

OSC Chairman; Quomm Ass't Scc.Corresp.; Liaison to the Great Lakes
and Pacific (Chm) Rcgions; Liaison to
the IMOC; Ql2 Historian (Chm); Law
and Order Project.
Leonard A. Lovalvo:
OSC Vice Chairman; Liaison to the
Great Lakcs Region; Liaison to Q70/
IMOC Asia Sector; Ql2 Editor(Chtn);
Law and Order Project.
.Iames L. Ctudup:
Liaison to the Atlantic Coâsl Rcgion:

Liaison to Q70/IMOC Aliica Sector;
Law and Order Project.
The Quotum of Twelve meets
four and sometimes five times a Year

to discuss and complcte items that lall
under the purview ofthe Quorum, and

generally, each of these sessions ate
scheduled fot'two or three days. ln
addition, the Quorum is in continual
contact with each other throughout the
year to keep cuffent on issues as they
occur. It is their desire that every soul
on the eafth will be presented with the
Restored Gospel and have the oppolturrity to cxpcricnce the joy of salvat ion.
They ask for your contiuual prayers
that they will be led by the Spirit ofthe
Lord to do I-Iis will and to be productive and effective leaders of His Church

Spiritual Grow th

ít Zambia

Continued from Page 3

into the Churclt, inct'easing the number

oftheir members to 170. Becausc

the

local river has becorne pollutcd by the
mauy copper mines, Brother Chalwe

said he and those who requested
baptism had to walk a distance of five
km, which converts to a little more
than thrcc milcs one waY, (o find
suitable water to baptize. A large
coDtingent ol our brothers and sisters
accompanied the converts and sang
hyrlns expressing theirjoy to the Lord
in song as they walked towards the
watcrs of baptism.
There are other cities where the
message of the Restored GosPel and
rhc 1àith of our Church has been

received. We have been invited bY a
number ofpeople who have asked us
to bring the Gospcl to thcil cilics:
howevct, wc have dclaycd in doing so
becausc ofplacing our efforts in trying
to build a good strong lòundation within
these two cities before moviûg olì to
other areas. Futthermore, Brother
Albcrl Krwama is the only pastor in
thc city ofChingola. and Brother
Maiarna Chalwe is the only pastor in
rhe ciry of Chililabombwc. Thcrc is an
urgent need for dedicated and knowledgeable brothers to be ordained into
the Priesthood. Until then, brothers
Alberl and Chalwe are utilizing young
brothcls to assist them in conducting
worship selices and Bible studY
Our blothers and sisters have

ofGod through healing.
Their lives have been changed from
sadness and disappointment to joy and
happiness in serving the Lord They
now have hope through Jesus Christ
and the covenant they made with Llirn
the day of their Lraptism to receive thc
gift ofeternal life. Some ofthe saints
seen the power

have mentioned God has Provided

them with better lìving quarters. He
has provided some ofthe members
with jobs so thcy are able to have food
to eat and a place to live. Since being
baptized into the Church, their lives
have been transfortled and our
brothers and sisters have been greatly
blessed by the Lord with sPiritual
growth. Hc has also fulfilled their
daily needs for suwival.
My request to all who read this
aficle is to keep thcse, our beloved
brothels and sisters, in your daily
devotional prayers so they can continue to experience God's abundant
love. Tliey eacli facc daily challenges
which test thcir faith,
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"Blessed is the nan that endureth temptatioti: [or when he is trìed, he shal] teceive the
crowtt of life, which the Lord halh pronised to tlrcm that love hiln. Let no nan say when
he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be ternpted with evil, neilher tenptetlt
lte any man: But cvery man is tenpted, when he is drawn away of ltis own lusts, and
enticed. 'lhen when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth deal.li " (Jarnes 1:12-15).
Temptation to commit sin has been an inherent châracteristic ofmankind since the Garden of
Eden. Temptation does not come from God, it never did and it ncvcr will. Since God I{imself
camrot be tempted with evil, then it is impossible for hirn to cause any man to be tempted.
Temptation actually comes from within a person; the flesh. Satan can present us with many
opportunitíes in which we rnight give in to our fleshly desires and be tempted. I'vcnoticedin
these last days, technology, although in some cases is used for goorI, has in many cases bcen
used for evil. Infemet access tô any Lype of sin can telnpt anyone very easily. Things that
were difficult or impossible to be presentcd with as temptations, are now readily available to
any man, r,ryoman and even child. Satan, l'ln sure, ís pleased withhow quickly humankind is
prone to run to mischief since i1 is so available today. l,et's face it, it is much easier to be
tempted, and we can be tempted more frequently now than in any other time in history. This
is not amistâke, but it is a fact of living ìn the lasl days. We knowperilous times are here, and
rnore are to come. Temptation to commit sin is becoming a greater and greater threat to those
who love and serve God.
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James, howevcr, says that we are blessed when we ENDURË temptation. It is almost like
a test you would get in school. You eitherpass or fail. Wìth temptalion, you have two choices,
you either give in to it, or you resist it. The scripture says ifwe resist the devil he will flee from
us. Resisting temptalion is easiersaid than done, however. Satanknows our weakest points,
and will put situations in ourpath tliatwillcause us the grcatest diffioulty in overcoming. But
we have to learn to endure this tcmptation, and not give in. Then we'll receive a crown oflife.
A natural example we all can relate to is when we go grocery shopping. We all know that
ifwe go grocery shopping when we are hungry, we are bound to buy much more food than
we nonnally would have. Wc probably will go down the cake aisle or the candy aisle, even
though we clearly don't need cake or candy. But if we just ate a big meal, we won't have
as much of a desire to buy food unnecessarily. It is the same way spiritually. We should be
able to look ahead to the day, and anticipate what things will come in our path to tempt us to
do evil, and prepare for it, Ifwe prepare, we will be better equipped to endure the ternptations
that come our way. It's hard to give spiritual examples of what this would mean, since there
are divers ways to commit sìn, and what telnpts one person may not tompt another. you have
to think about yôurselfand the things that tempt you personally, and decide \ /hat you can do
to avert being too weak to resist those things that will lead you to sin. One thing is for sure,
places we go, people we associate with, and the things we look at can all be doors to sin. By
simply avoiding those things weknow will meantrouble, we don'teven allow ourselves to bc
faced witli thât temptation, Probably the greatest prevention oftemptatíon is prayer. When
we prepare ourselves throughprayer, God will give us added strength and discernment to resist

temptation.
There is a saying that you nced to "nip it in the bud." Thatmeans to tackle anyproblern early
on, beforc it gets out ofhand. Temptationis likeabud, whichunless itis destroyed, willbloom
and come forth as the fi-uit ofsin. By this time, we are on Lhe road to death (spiritual death),

since if sin mns its course in our lives,
Preparation is 'hipping it in the bud."

in the end it leads fo evcrlasting spiritual death,

I felt the nesd to write this Editorial sinceitis my feeling that ternptation amongst God,s people
is increasing at an alarming rate. It is to be expected. We are living in the last days. So, our
levcl ofpreparation must increase at an equally alarming rate. The more we overcome, thc
more we are blessed. Let us pass tlìe test of templation, and receive that crown oflife that

awaits us.

addcd up into a big mcss that made her
think I did not care either. Now that
was not true! I am so glad she
forgave me and we are friends once
again. I also can freely go to Jesus
and know He is open to me. I am not
hiding bad feelings in my heart that
come between me and Jesus.
That js onc of lhc most amazing
things abôut serving God. If we are
honest with Him and pray in the name

The

Children's
Corner
By

Sister Jan

Bork

ofJesus, Hc

Why We Practice the
Law of Offense
(3 Nephi 12:22-24)
Can you think of the last time a
friend liurt your feelings or did something that made you feel unloved, or
unimportant? Maybe they did not
want to spend time with you, or even
started tô avoid being around you. A
fi'iend of mine in middle school told mc

how a group ofher old friends started

pulling away from her and leaving her

out.

She was busy and happy and was
interested in making new friends, but
she still cared about her old friends
too. This girl believes in God and
decided to prây about \¡r'hât to do. ln a
way, shc was afraid to talk to her old
best liiend. She worried rnaybe they

would act like she was weird and still
be mean to her. I reminded her that
the Bible tells us lo be loving and not
afraid. In2 Timothy 2;7 we are taught,
"For God has not given us the spilit of
fear, but ofpower, and of love, and of
a sound

mind."

That Saturday, she called her old
friend. This girl told her, "I heard that
you told our otlter friend that you did
not think we wele popular so you didn't
want to be with us anymore." It was
a perfect example of one troubletlaker
gossiping and lying about someonc clse
ancl causing problems. Once my frietld
started talking, she apologized ifshe
had hurt anyone's feelings or offendcd
them, and evelything worked out.
Along the same time J started

thinking about someone I used to
spend a lot of time with who had quit
returning my calls or coming around. I
didn't think I had done anything wrong

I was very busy, so I just let it go.
had
done so many interestirg
We
things together and she had helped me
and

many titnes wheu l was down. It hurt
me that we had lost each other. I tried
to forget about hcr. But it still bothered me.
Then

I stafied praying about the
hcr and the mad
I
missed
way
sad
her
dumPing me! The
I
felt
about
way
and
thc Bible talk
Motmon
Book of
us
being people of
about
strongly
very
peace and love. They tell us to work
things out when someone else is hurl
by us. I thought about what Jesus
taught. FIe said in 3 Nephi 12:23,
"Therefore, ifyou shall come unto me,
or shall desire to come unto me fwhich
I do every time I go to the Lord and
pray about probletls, or hoPes and
dreams],

ifyou remember

peace

-

no wonics, no fcars, just

loving the Lord and others and feeling
I{isjoy and peace. Remember, the
one above who knows the secrets of
your heart will also help you face your
fears and feel clcan inside. If therc is
someonc that has hard feelings about
you, pray and Jesus will help you make
peace with them too.

Withlove,
Sister Jan

WORD SEARCH

SECOND
TTMOTHY
TWO
SEVEN
GOD
HAS
NOT
GIVEN
US

that Your

brothcr for lricnd] has something
against yôu, go to your brother, first be
reconciled lmake up with himl and
then come unto nre with full purpose of
heat and I will receive you."
It was clear what I must do I
must overcome my fear and worry
about being rejected and call and
apologize to my fricnd. I musl practice
the first part {rf the "Law of Offense."
I had to show love and find out if I had
somehow hurt her. I tlied not worrying that maybe shc would reject me. I
prayed about my fricnd and mY fcars
sorrre nìore. Then one evening when I
was home alone, I pickcd up the phone
and called hcr. I told her I was sony
ifI had done sourething wlong. Itold
her that I rnissed her and wishcd we
could still be frierlds. lmmediately I
was feeling better!
She was surpriscd to lìear fiom
mc. We talkcd a little and I re alizcd
thatjust a bunch oflittlc things had

will help solve our

problcms and takc away batÌ leelings
ofguilt or sadness, This gift from the
Lord is callcd peace. Lovely, hapPY

SPIRIT
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be held on

General Ladies' Uplift
Circle Conference
By

Sister Tett'i Btavo

The sisters gatheted at thc
Greensburg Chapel on Saturday,
October I l, 2008 for a meeting ofthe
General Ladies' Uplift Circle. The
meeting is a tilne to present repoÍs on
the efforts of the Local and Area
Cìrcles in promoting the studying of
scriptures, fostering good works and
raising funds for the missionary work
ofThe Church ofJesus Christ. It is a
time to rcview the efforts ofthe past
six months, to plân fot future endeavors and disburse funds for the spreading ofthe Gospel.
Sister Karen Progar oPened the
nreeting and exprcssed lhat this is a
day to lccl thc joy that we havc in
serving God. Our Vicc President,
Sister Lorraine DeMercurio, led the
sisters in a scripture reading from John
15:7- 15, "Thesc things have I spoken
unto you. that rny joy might remain in
you, and that yourjoy rnight be full."
She spoke ofher joyful years in the
Gospel and how this scripture is a
testimony of her walk with the Lord.
The Atlantic Coast Area was
responsible for the day's devotions.
Area Presidcnt, Sister Maria Peterkin,
prescnted a commemolative CD that
was created for a luncheon colebrating
the 40'r' year ofthe organizing of the

Atlantic Coast Area Ladies' Uplift
Circle, held on June 4, 2008 at the
Hedelrich Hotel in New Brunswick,
New Jerscy. Our sisters sharcd i¡r our
memories and enjoyed seeing the
faces of those sisters who have gone
on to their spirìtual rewards.
Sister Loraine repoded olì tho

planning ofa history ofthe Ladies'
Circle for the World Confcrence that
is to bc held on June 25 to July l, 201 I
at lhc Nazarene Univclsity in fllinois.

Sister Angela Yoder repoÍed on
the 2010 fellowship weckend thât

will

April 28 to MaY 2 in

Nashvillc, Tennessee. Our sisters
sang a song lo cncourage us to bcgìlr
saving for this event. We all had to
laugb at their creativity. This is what
makes our meetings such a delight to
attend

!

Sister Tonia Monaghan rePorted
on the efforts of the Sacrament Cloth
Committee to create sacrament cloths
for the ncctls oldonestic and loreign
missions. While the sisters are able to
produce the travel sets, thc large scts
are becoming more difficult to provide
due to the need for more workers to
participate in lhesc cfforts. Monics
wele given to the committee for this
purpose. A plea was lnade that the
Locals would contribute funds to
purchase the cloths for the larger
cornmunion sets. Please contact your
Area Circie Prcsident for dctails.
In thc aftemoon session therc
was an urgent prayel roquest fÕr
Sister Cathy Gentile and the Katta
lriplets, Leah, Rachael and Samuel. A
prayer \tas offered for them and for
those in need of God's help. We trust
that our prayers will be answered. To
borrow a slogan from the Penn MidAtlantic Area, "Every Prayer Counts."

After twenty-three Years of
service as General Circle Vice Presidcnt, Sistcr Lonaine DeMercurio
exprcssed a desire to relinquish her
responsibilities due to tenn limits and
hcalth issues. In her quiet, sweet
manner that is so typicâl ofour sister
she said, "I step down with a lot ofjoy
and memories in my heart of twentY
years of service." We rose in respect
to her lcadership and suppoÍ of her
effol-ts to serve God in this wonderful
organization.
During our election ofofficers,
Sisler Lisa Champine was votcd in as
our new Gcneral Circle Vice Prcsident. We all offer her full support and
know that she will place thc samc
efforts and talents that she used to
l¡ake the General Circle website a
success. Our ncw Web Sister will be
Sister Shcffi Wasik. MaY God con-

tinuc lo blcss all those wlro arc scrving
as officers in the Geueral and Area
Ladics' Uplift Circle.
The highlight ofour

beeü raised. To the foreign
we
contributed $3,000.00 to
missions
by
Gracc Orphanage and
the Saved
ìmprovements for
to
buitding
$2,800.00

willingly

the church in San Denetrio. For the
domestic tlissions we voted on supporting the 2009 Vacatron Bible
Schools, contributing $750,00 each to
Muncey, Six Nations, San Carlos and
Tse Bonito missions, In addition, we
contributed the relìaining $410,00 to
the NAOC lor its needs. Our uPcoming special project is raising money for'
the trânslation of the Book of Momon
The IMOC has requested fi5,000.00,
whiclì is just a slnall porlion of what is
needed. We are praying that our
locals get behind this effort.
We h¿d a season of testimonY
and closed our meeting knowing that
God was with us in our business
session and wc trust that He will
continuc to support oul eflorts to
further LIis Gospel.

Why Not Today?
At the Atlântic Coast Area
Ladies' Uplift Circle Business Meeting
held on September 13,2008 ât the
Metuchcn Branch, our Sister Geneva
Dell presented an inspiration that she
was given of the Lord. We all werc
very touched and would like to share
her writing with the readers

of

"Oh, why not tonight?
Oh, why not tonight?
For tomoffow the sun may never shine
Oh, why not tonight?"

Do you remember that hymn?
We sang jt almost every Wednesday
njght (a chorus ofHymn #233, Saints
.ITyinnal Red Book).

I felt a strong desile to relate to
you the tlìought that came to my rnind
after my morning prayer, of the
sistcrs' desire to work fot' the benefit
of the Church and the love extended to
all.

mceting is the

disbursement offunds that have

T,lie

Gospel News.

(Continued on Page 9)
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Faces
By Brother Dolr Ross

It was time to pass the royal
mantle of leadership to another. Why?
The man was old and weary. Hc
fought the enemies of righteousness
with the Swold oflaban and brought
peacc to the land. Monnon wrote that
he was a man who ruled justly. His
name * King Benjamin.
His ruling days over, he was
prompted by thc Spirit ofGod to
address the Nephite people, a people
for whom he had labored with his own
hands, King Benjamin's obedient son,
Mosiah, assemblcd the people at the
temple. The congregation was too
numerous, so he erected a tower and
preached to them from it. Not everyone could hear; thelefore, he directed
his words be written and circulated
and kept forposterlty. King Benjamin's
oration is the only formal speech
recorded in the Book of Mormon.
The words of King Benjamin
were ìnspired. His teachings, outlined
in his remarkable speech, are wotthy
ofemulation by all. The words are
simple, sincere, warm and dignified.
They are forceful and persuasive.
King Ber¡amin taught three (3)
themes. They were:

l

"Wlen ye are in

the service

of

your fellow bcings, ye are only in the
ser,'ice of your God."
2. That an angel appcared to him

with "tidings ofgreatjoy," \À/hich ho
inshrcted to share with the people,
The message concerned Jesus Christ,
I{is coming to earth, His ultimate
death, resurrection, and the effects of
the Infinite Atonement.
3. I.Ie gave a testimolìy of the

Lord. He told them to be

diligent, and to continue in faith. The
seÌmon was so forceful thât the people
fell down in awe and humility, and
cried for God's mercy. They sought
forgiveness through thc atoning
sacrifice of Jcsus Christ who was not
even born! King Benjamin told the
congregation to make a covenant with
Christ and remain true to that covenant. A roll was rnade of those who
"listened" and "there was not one
soul...but who had cntered into thr:
covenant and taken upon thern the
name of Christ."
At the conclusion ofhis sermon,
King Benjamin consecrâtcd his son,
Mosiah, to be king and ruler ovcr the
people and âppointed priests to teach
the people, "to stir then up in remcmbrance of the oath which they had
made. . . "
This holy man of God, King
Benjamin, lived three (3) more years,
rcvered and loved by his people.
Thank God for this marvelous testimony and example.

Why Not Today?
Cont¡nued from Page

I

An experience was given to the
six sisters when the circle was organized in Stelton, New Jcrsey many
years ago. A young girl appeared to
my grandfâther \À/ith a bouquet of
flowers for the sisters. He asked her
"Where is mine?" She replied, "This is
for the sisters."
A feeling came over me yestcrday morning and I remembered the
bouquet of flowers for the sisters, as I
was there. Then a strong thought
came to my mind that bouquet of
flowers was and is extended to the
Circle today, and the following words

Saviour, alolg with counsel to be
obedìent, to believe in God, His powcr,
greatness, goodness, and wisdor¡.

came to me:

Though unsolicitcd. practical advice
was given to parents to cale fo| their
children, to instruct them to "walk in
the ways of tluth and soberness," and
to love and serve one another.
King Benjarnin reminded the
people to remember the pool and the
beggar; for all are beggars and poor

love baskets for the ill, the widows, the
sisters in nursing homcs and the hungry.
The Lord is pleased when we consider
those that are ill, lonely, hungry and
whatever the need rnay be."
A bouquet ofblessings with the
love of God -- talents, skills, abilities,

"Continue my sisters niaking the

insight and wisdom. God has given
a blessing of
humility to honor, develop and use your
gifts to enhance your own life and the
Iives of others. We praise God, the
giver ofevery good gifl, for all the
blessings He has given us and chosen
us to give.
A beautiful experience: One day
last spring when I arrived home from
shopping, a package was at my door,
Whr:n I¡ead the Íelurn addrcss, il was
tom the sewing group that meets in
McKees Rock, Pelnsylvania a large
box containing seven smalle¡ boxes of
different sizes. A letter with instructions was included; open one box each
day (one for each day of the week).
I cannot explain in humble words
to you ofthe love ofGod I felt. A
beautiful blessing in each box, one
flom each sister. Each box contained
a verse of love, plus a special gift.
This I will always remember and I still
treasule the little gifts oflove. "Praise
God from whom all blessings flow."
lfyou want to send a box oflove
or any token oflove to the widowecl,
the ill or a lonely person, send it now.
The addresses are available, especially
those sisters in Missouri and out ofour

you all ofthis, He adds

immediate area.
Remember that hymn, the love
our Lord inspircs you to do, consider
doing it now, for tomorrow may be too
late.

"Oh, Why not today?
Oh, Why not today?
F-or tomorrow the sun may never shine
Oh, Why not today?"

Note: The moming when I
received this inspiration,l thought to
myself that I am going to put this in
writing and send it to the Ladies' Uplift
Circle. Then I began singing the
hymn, Ol, Why Not Tonight? a hyrr'n
that I liad not sung in many, many
ycars. It continued ovcr antj trvel in
my mind and then I realized, it was a
rnessage from the Lord.
My love to all my sisters of tho
Ladies' Uplift Circle.
Sistcr Geneva Dell

t0
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Branch and

By

Sister Carolynn O'Connor

llimion ilelys

Visiting Blessings
Lockport, NY
By

Sìster

A

ín

toinette Giansante

Sister Sharon D'Arnico, of Simi
Vallcy, California, and Brother Paul

Benyola of Mount Laurel, New JerseY
organized a beautiful reunion on
August 10, 2008. Sixly visitors gathered to the mission frotn New Jersey,
Florida, Ohio, Canada, and Rochester.
There were seven ministers on
the rostrurn. They all spoke of God's

work and the blcssings ofGod past,
present, and future, being united at all
timcs. It was wonderful to hear them
and it was like thc good old days when
we had many visiting brothers and
sistcrs and enjoyed God's blessings.

Today, wc havc only six mctnbers in
Lockport. Many passctl on to thcir
reward and some movcd to othcr
locations. Please pray fot'us thar God
will always lead us and guide us.
After the meeting, we united for
lunch. We enjoyed the weekend and
ìook lorward to rnany more visiting
brothers and sisters in Lockport, NY.

We had a busY and eventful
summer in 2008 at Detroit, Michigan
Branch #2, hlled with the oppoftunity
to share our blessings and fellowship
with members, neighbors and friends.
We kicked it ofT in the heat of the
early summer with a trip to Hill
Cumorah and a visit to the Rochester
Mission in July, which you nraY
remcmber rcading rboul in a previous
Gospel News.
In August we held out annual
Brble School. Bn¡ch #2 is blessed to
have over 20 children under the age of

l2 who attend regularly and with the
inclusion of visitors from othcrbranches
and approxìmately 15 children from the
neighborhood, we averaged betwecn
45-50 children each night! The theme
of the week was "Choose Jesus," and
at tlìe close of the weck a presentation
was given by the chiìdrcn inclrrding
songs they had leamed throughout the
week. What morc can we give our
children tlian this precious time away
from the world where they can focus
on the blessings ofGod and learn more
about His word!

As sumlner was coming to a
close, the members and friends of
Branch #2 took the opportunity to send

it off with a revival style weekend.
Thc weekend stârted on SaturdaY
aftemoon as we gathered at the
branch for a barbecue and fellowship.
We shared a meal, played gaures aud
strengthcncd our relationships as we
enjoyed our time together', A large
tent had been erected to provide shade
and cover in the evcnt of thc râin thât
was said to be coming.
As we lit the fires and began to
hum a few songs, we were excited to
see a few of the neighbors wander
over to say hello, One of thetn has
lived next door for 1 5 years but had
nevel visited. It was a wonderful
opportunity to talk to her about the
Gospel.
The following morning, weheld

our Sunday service outside, It was
beautiful day as the brothers and
sisters and friends of the membe¡s

a

gathered under the tont ând sang
bymns ofplaise accompanied by a
keyboard and a fcw guitals. The
music sounded beautiful to us and was
hopefully enjoyed by the neighbors as

well.
As we prepared for the Lord's
Supper, Brother Dino DiMelis, Presiding Elder, reminded us that the purpose
of this weekend was to share what we
lrave with the neighborhood. As we
knelt in the soft grass, we were
cognizant of those who drove by and
witnesscd lhis large group kneeling
united in praycr arrd then parlaking in
sacrament. We fèlt humbled to be
able to share this with the neighbors
and sunounding arca.

As we closed our meeting,
strengthened in our duties to serve the
Lord and remindcd oflhc comrnission
to share the Gospel with those around
us, we were thankful for the chance to
be revived in His Spirit. The Lord also
blessed us with beautiful weather, as
the rain did not come as predicted!
It was back to school for the
children but we had one more branch
activity to hold us until the Christmas
holiday. As the air began to cool and
the changing leaves signaled autumn,
we gathered at Jody and Sister

Reun¡on at Lockport, NewYork

Carolynn O'Connor's home for a hot
dog roast and bonfire. With over 100
in attendance, including friends ofthe
members, we fellowshipped and sang
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songs alound the frre with the accom- HOLY GHOST: "...fIe that is
panimcnt oilguitars. God blcsscd us
baptized in my name, to him will the
once again as we set asidc time b
Fathù give the Holy Gltost like unto
unite and draw closer.
rae...." (II Nephi 3l:1-14).
Cod has blesscd our blanch in so
many r¡/ays- lt was a prtvilege to
UMTY: Paul stressed horv to be
share our time and fellowship with the united, "...with all lowliness and
Rochester Mission on our visit, the
meekness, with longsuffering,
children in the area during Bible
forbcaLing one another in \ove...."
schooì, the neighbors during our revival (Ephesians 4:2).
wcckend and fi'iends at lhc bonfirc.
May God bless each ofyou and your
Several blessings were fulfilled
efforts to unite your branches and
and several prayers were answercd
nissions and share the Gospel with
through the grace ofGod, I would like
those around you.
to cxpress two of the rnany experiences received by the brothcrs and
sistcrs of the Mission.

Happy New Year from
Leesburg, FL
By

Sister Lon'aine Rose

As we attcnded our last Sunday
meeting of 2008, we werc rcminded of
the blessings granted us throughout the
year. The Lord is alive in our Mission
in Lcesburg, Florida. Scvcral topics
were covered throughout the year
including:

FAITïI: "Now faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of
thhgs not seen" (Heb. 1l:l).
PRAYER: When we pray with real
intent, our Lord will manifest himself to
us. Enos wrestled with Gôd in prayer.
" .. ..I did still raise ny voice higlt to
reach thc heavens....and therc catnc)
a voìce unto me saying, Enos, tlty
sins are forgiven thee and thou
shalt be blessed...." (Enos 1:1-4).

BAPTISM:

"....ai11 men, everywhete to repent and belìeve in ne.
Anrl whoso believeth in me and is
baptized, the same shall inherit the
Kingdom of God" QII Ncphi 21-33).

MIRACLES: Miracles arc stilì

in

Church today as were in olden days.
"Then Peter said, silver anrJ gokl
have I none. but such as I have givc
I tltee: In the nane of Jesus Christ
of Nazarcth, rise up and walk...."
(Acts 3:6)

About six weeks or so ago, Alec
Anderson (2 years old - son of Sister
Jan and Brother David) had bccn
feeling ill. Vy'hen taken to the doctor, it
was expressed that the synptoms
showcd a diagnosis ofcystic fibrosis.
Tests had to be taken. Sister Jan
asked to have Alec anointed that the

Lord have His hand in the matter. As
hands were laid on Alec, Brothcr
Daniel Stone saw the hands ofGod
upon Alec. This was a conñrmation
that the Lo¡d had takcn charge. Alec
had a few good days without any
ailmcnls. Alter tcsling, thc diagnosis

olcystic ñbrosis came back negative.
THANK GOD! Alec was still feeling
ill, butwith additional testing and much
prayer, he has been diagnosed with
intolerance to dairy products. Sister
Jan and Brother David are thankful to
know what had been upsetting Alec.
They were ablc to correct it and he
has been doing exceptionally well. We
ptaise the Lo¡d for His love and

II

thinking ofothers, he wânted him to go
home and he would pay him until the
end of the month. We pray for our
btother to find work possibly closer to
home, but wc know the Lord answers
prayers.
Our brother packed his things and
with a trailer attached to his vehicle,
stafed for Flol ida. lt was below zero
as he left Chicago heading home. On
the way our brôther encountered a
problem with the car. lt shut down
and would nol staú again. He pulled
into one ofthe stops and approached a
woman, asking if she would be able to
give hirn a boost. She was nervous
about it and left him. Brother David
was at the stop, hood up with booster
cables nearby pondering what to do
when a truck pulled up by him. The
driver got out and looked over the
situation, got a booster cable, and
stafled Brotllcr David's vchicle again.
Brother David was in awc that out of
nowhere this man stopped to help him,
He offered to pay hirn for his help and
all the r¡an said to him was, "Merry
Christmas." Can we say this was a
coincidence or an answer to prayefs

for Brother David's safe return home.
Thc Lord knows all things and we are
thankful we can receivc His love when
wc beseech Him in prayer.
Our cups have been filled rnany
times ovcr this pâst year. We pray
for the many sick and afflictcd
throughout the Church and among
families and friends, May God grant
us the privilege to welcome another
yeal' that wo may become even mrlre
righteous in our sewice to Him.

intervention.

In closing out the year 2008, I
wish to express an experience had by
Brother David Andcrson. He ha.l

beenlivingandworkinginchica'iofor NOte OfThankS

l' years and found it very
difficultkeeping close to his family.
The Lord provrded him the strength to
do what he had to do. At the job, his
boss asked ifanyone would volunteer
to work Cliristmas and Brothcr David
did, allowing others to go homc to their
families. With this in mind, his boss
approached him and mentioned that at
this titre there \.vere no new contracts,
the past

and since he volunteered to

work

V/e would like to take this
oppofunity to thank everyone throughout the Church for the immcnse
outpouring oflovc and coucern over
the passing of our mother, Sister Marìe
Huttenberger, Thank you for your
cards, phone calls, prayers and love.
We love you all.

The Huttenberger Family

February,2009
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Children Blessed
Isabella Beth Ortega, daughtcr of
Brother Onexus and Sister Sara
Ortcga, rvas blessed on December 21,
2008 ât the Lake Worth, Florida

Ilranch.
Madison Victoria DYer, daughter
of Brother Anthony (AJ) and Sister
Bethany (Smith) Dyer, was blessed on
January 4, 2009 at the Mesa, Arizona
Rranch.
Reagan Mae KeIt, daughter of
Brian and Sister Rebecca Kert, was
blessed on November 9, 2008 in the
Sterling Heights, Miohigan Branch.

Baptisms and
Reinstatements
Sister Teresa Elberson was
baptized on May 18, 2008 at the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch. She
was baptized by Brother Jcny Valcnti
and confìmed by Brother Nick Boruch

Brother Richa¡d Perrine was
baptized on May 18, 2008 at the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Ë|ranch. He
was baptized by Brother Nick Boruch
and conltrmed by Brothel Mark King

Brother Joe Lacotnmare was
reinstated into The Church of Jesus
Christ on December 21,2008 at the
Modesto, Calif'omia Branch.
Sister Shirley Lacommare was
reinstated into The Church ofJesus
Christ on f)ecember 21,2008 al lhe
Modeslo, Califomia Branch.
Sister Sharon Sloanc was leinstated into The Church of Jesus Christ
on December 28, 2008 in tho Atlanta,
Georgia Branch.

Ordinations
Brother Luis Tenorio was ordajned a deacon on December 14,
2008 at the Edison, New Jersey
Branch. His feet were washed bY

Ilrother Angelo Zaino and he was
ordained by Brothcr Phil Arcuri.
Sister Lydia Young was ordained
a deaconess on Dccember 14,2008 af
the Ëdison, New Jersey Branch. Iler

feet were washcd by Sister Terri
Bravo and she was orclained by
Brother Jonathan Olexa.

Spiritual Anniversaries

Sister Nicole Rios was baptized
on Octobet' 5, 2008 at the Levittown,
Pennsylvania Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Jerry Valenti and

Brother Louis Vittô ofthe
Sterling Heights, MI lJranch celebrated 50 years in The Church of

confimed by Brothel Nick Boruch.

Jesus Christ.

Brother David DiBattistâ of the

Address Change

Sterling Heights, MI Branch cclebrated 50 years in The Church of
Jesus Christ.

Name
Address

Phone

Branch or Missiorì

_-

Sister Phyllis Miller of the Sterling
I-Ieights, MI Branch celebrated 50

years in The Church of Jesus Christ.
Sisler Ircne Perry of the Sterling
I-Ieights, MI Branch celebrated 50
years il The Church ofJcsus Clrrist.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Fedorchak, Jamie and Nick
71 Fremont lìoad
Charleroi, Pennsylv anía I 5 022

Griflith, Scott and Mandy
10826 Alico Pass
New Port Richey, Florida 34655
727-264-7905

Nath, Jon and Anna

Sister Sarah LaPlena of the
Sterling Heights, MI Branch celcbrated 50 years iu The Church of
Jcsus Christ.

4971 Flamingo Drive

Sister Grace Visconti of the
Sterling Heights, MI Brancb celebrated 50 years in 'lhe Church of
Jesus Christ.

Shelby Twp., MI 48316
Phone - 248-841-1490

Pittsburglì, Pcnnsylvania I 5236

Natoli, Frank and Kathy
2229 hniper Ct.

Woft -248-31l-5144
Cell - 5tì6-243-4883
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The Reality of the Resurrection
By Brother Jason Monaghan
What is the primary message
behind thc Four Cospcls? ì[there is
any purpose found in the New
Testarnent, it is to convince tbe
reader that the resurrection of Jesus
Christ was a reality! When you go
lhrough 3 Nephi. you will get yet
ânother wiiness that Christ indecd
resurrected on the third day. The
scriptures teach us that, "ifCh¡ist be
not raised, then your faith is vain" (l
Corinthians l5:17). The scriptures
give us hope, a hope that goes
beyond the grave because of Christ.
He won the victoryl "The resuffection ofJesus Christ was and is hailed

of all time
and ages." Without it, there would
as the greatest miracle

be no hope, no salvation, no Church

ofJesus Christ. no Gospel News.
Let us now look to the "pleasing
word of God."
(Luke 1:l-4): " Forasmuch as
nany have taken in hand to set

lolh in or]er a declaration of

those thittgs which are most surely
believed anong us, even as they
delivercd them unto us, which from

the beginning wete eyewitnesses,
and ninisters of the word; It
seetned good to me also, having
had perfect uuJerstanding of all
things ftom the very fißt, to wïite

unto thee in onler, most excellent
Theophilus, that thou mightest
know the certainty of those things,
wherein thou hast been insûucl:ed."
Now, please...go back and reread the above verses and replace thc
name Theophilus with your name! It
is quite profound that Luke was laying
out before us the reason for his entirc
letter. IIe basically was saying, i

want you to know what I know!
When you are finished with his letter,
he wants there to be a conviction
given through thc Holy Ghost. I{e
was depending on "divine inspiration"
on both sides of the parchment.
Apostle Luke was also credited with
writing the Acts of the Apostles.
Clearly, he understood thc itnportance
of the resurrectìon. It changed
everything and everything hinged on
it. Those who werc against the
teachings of Christ wanted to be sure
that the tomb was secure to insure
that the followers ofJesus would not
come and steal away His body.
Whether by way of miracle or deceit,
this would have created a fire they
knew they would be unable to extinguìsh. You see, they knew that they
could not rcfute the doctrìne of Christ
if Hc had risen f¡om the dead "âs I-Ie

said!" Praise Godl Even thôugh the

3

tomb was made sule, God indeed
raised up Jesus to be "a Prince and a
Savior" (Acts 5:31).
As we look at the word of God
(post resurrection), the cause of the
enemy was to discredit the resurrection. Just the polar opposite was tme
for the Church! Let us look at what
went on among God's people the days

following llis resurection both in
Jerusalem and in America. As we will
see, God wanted to be sure that the
Church and more specifically the
leadership of the Church KNEVi/ thât
Christ had "risen indeed." How could
the saints have moved on with joy
unless they knew the cross was not a
finish line? How could the Gospel
have moved forward if the leadership

was not 1000/o confident in what
they were to teach? If they were not
certain then definitcly their followcrs
would not be certain! The resurrection had to be a reality!

Post Resurrection Jerusalem
(34 AD):

-

It was critical to the progress
fhe Church in Jerusalem that therc

of

werc eyewitnesses to the resurrcction.
There were a littlc over 500 people
accounted for in the New Testamcnt
that beheld the resurected Christ.
Did you know that FIe showed himself
ro a crowd of 500 peoplc at onc timc
(Continued on Page 2)
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be eight Elder groups and one
Teacher group meeting in sepârate
locations in the World Confçrence
Center. ln this infomal way, evcryone will be cnriched and inspired from
thc benefit of small group interaction.
Individually, you will bc causedto
reflect on the special acknowledgement by the Lord to do His wôrk and
to appreciatc the opportunity to do
your part as a ministerial member of a
tealn at yöur Branch/Mission.
The outline for the Teachers and
the ìllders will each cover similar
topics, The Teachels' session will
concentrate on four major areas: the
calling ofa teacher, qualities and characteristics of the teacher, the preparation of thc teacher, and the teacher's
responsìbilities. Thc Ekjers' session
will concentrate on five major areas:
the calling ofa minister, the preparation ofa minister, rninisterial duties,
qualities and characteristics of a
rninister, and ministerial responsibilities.
It is anticipated that we will be
strengthened and encouraged by our
attcndance at thc Conference. Please
make every effort to attend and share
in the blessings ofthe Lord that await
us. We trust that the Lord will richly
bless you as you rninisterto the brothers,
sisters, children, and friends of the
Church.

will

April 2009 General Church Conference
Elder and Teacher Seminar
On Frrday ofthe April 2009
General Church Conferencc, thc
Quorum of Twelve is presenting a
scminar lbl thc Ddcrs rn.l Teacllcrs
specifically intended to be relevant
and applicable in today's branch and
mission opcration. We will cxamine
our role in a branch or mission setting.
Thc establishmcnt of this seminar is in
part a response to requests that have
been made that we give some con-

cenhation on the work ofthe Lord in
our branches and missions.
The objectives of this seminar
are to consider various situations and
operational procedures that we have
in comlnon and fonnulate lesolulions
as we consider our responsíbilities as
Elders and Teachers. This problcm

Reality of the Resumection
Continued from Page

12. There was a vacancy due to the
ofJudas. The 1l we¡e directed
to fill his "bishoprick" and lhis

PRIVILEGE! Coultl you imaginc

when their families got together years
late¡ and the little ones would say,
"Grandpa, tell us again âbout the day
you saw Jesus!" That testimony lived
on for many genelations I am sure
(Matthew 28, Mark 16, John 20 and
21, Acts I and I Corinthians l5).
One critical action that needed to
take place shorlly after the tesurrcc-

tion was the filling of the Quotum

cross section of peers from across
the Church prcscnts an opportunity to
delibc¡ate on issues that affect us ¿ll
and to share and gain insight as to the
processes and procedures that have
been successful and those that have
possibilities. lt is our hope that
togellrcr wc cân answer the queslions
as to how we can accomplish personal improvement, increasedspiritu
ality, unity, and increased tnembership.
The Elders and Teachers will
rneet separately in suiall groups wilh
the Apostles acting as group discussion leaders. We anticipate that therc

loss

1

(1 Corinthians 15:6)? I am confident
that there wore many more instânces
that we do not rcad of. Some wete
just able to behold an empty tomb, but
some were allowed to bchold the
glorifred and resurrected Christl What
a

solving approach promises tô stimulate the interest and participation of
each of thc brôthers who attend the
Confèrence. Coniing togethcr as a

of

Apostleship was not to be given to
just any disciple. There were cefaiu
criteria that needed to be met. Ifyou
read Acts 1:21-26, the critc¡ia was
that this man had to have been with
them from the baptism ofJohn to the
same day Christ was taken up into
heaven. He had to be a witness of
the resu¡rected Cbrist! There
were two men that the I I folt fit the
mold. Of the two, God's calling lell
upon Matthias. As you can see, this
assurance needed to be strong in the
leadership of the Church and even
among the flock of God. Without
eyewitnesses, the gospel story would
have seemed as.just "idle tales."

The Quorum ofTwelve Apostlcs

Christ even showed much patience
with the Apostlc Thômas. He took a
little more work than the others to be
persuaded (John 20:24-28). Thomas
rrissed seeing the Lo¡d with his
brethren, however eight days later
Christ retumed for the purpose of

delivcring hirn his dose of 100%
conviction. He needed this if he
wänted 10 bc cflcctivc in convening

othcrsl

Jesus was

paticntly selting

the Chu¡ch up for succcss!

Post Resur¡ection
(34 AD):

-

Jerusalem

According to the Prophet Zenos,
all of the House of Israel would be
given a sign rcgarding the death
(Continued on Page 4)
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They began to realize the importance

A messa[e

from fhi
üevonty

Baptisms in Rukira, Rwanda
By Evangelist Joseph Peti
In 2005, high on a mountaintop in
Rwanda, Africa,5,734 feet above sea
level, we were blessed to visit the
village ofRukira. Rukira is aprovidence ofKibungo with apopulation of

60,300.

building where we first met in 2005 is
no longer being used because of
safely reasons. Thc elements have
tâken a toll on this structure. The
villagc council and their attomey
donated a parcel ofland to our
Church to develop and we recently
completed the construction ofa brick

highest
part ofthe mountain, we drove
church building and arelooking
through miles ofmâny plantain and
forward to dedicating it the last week
banana plantations until we reached a
of May this year. The church building
small church building made oftrec
also serves as a school classroom for
branches, mud walls, and a rusted tin
roof. Bananas and plantain crcps are some ofthe young children who live
in the vicinity. They have a registered
the main source of income for the
people ofthe villages and beautiful to
teacher on the premises.
A wonderful experience was
see; but our main interest was to
meet the peoplo who were waiting for received by a young boy who became
very seriously ill and was taken to the
our anival, some inquisitive to see
hospital. Many of the villagers were
who we were and others to hear the
saying that our Church was strange,
message of the Restored Gospel.
that it was the Damascene Church
From our first visit until the
present, Brother Damascene Twizeyi- with his own personal faith, and
lìaving heard this illness occurred to
mana, oul Church Pastor, and Sister
this child began passing the word
Jeanine, his wife, an ordaincd Deaalong that God was punishing them
coness, are committed to servicing
because the child's mother and father
this srnall mission. Even though
tragedy struck their fâmily hvo yeârs had embraced another religion - The
ago when their daughter was killed by
Church of Jesus Christ * and we¡e
baptizerl. This caused somewhat of a
a car, they still remain faithful to the
stir and a concern to those who began
Lord and His Church, fulfìlling the
attending our worship services and
work they both have been called to
do, The distance from whcrc they live were still unbaptized. They began to
in Kibungo to meet with our Church be afraid thinking something serious
rnembership on the top of the moun- might happen to thetn also.
However, aftel being hospitaltain is about l2 miles, and often times
ized for a fcw days, the young lad
Brother Damascene must walk
When we reached the

because of the lack of
to the Rukira

transportation

village.

There are 38 mcmbers of the
Church in Rukira. The small church

showed no signs of improvement so
ofthe child began to
exercise their faith in the God they
had come to know, ttust and serve.
the parcnts

of that faith coupled with prayer.
After a few days had passed with no
improvemcnt in their child's health,
the parents of the child went to the
hospital and signed him out against
the orders and advice of the doctors.
They scnt word to and requested the
brothers and sisters to meet togethcr
with them at their church Lruilding for
prayer. Many ofthe saints, along
with Brother Damascene, and those
who were able to meet in their
hurnble church buildingmade with
branches oftrccs, mud walls and
rusted steel sheets came together to
pray for the ohild. After Brother
I)amascene anointed the child,
miraculously there was an immediate
change with the child's appearance,
and he began to speak and move
about as though hc was not ill.
News of what occurred began

to nake its way throughout the
villages. antl those who werc curjous
and spoke badly against the Church,
Brother Damascene and the parents
ofthe child, began to wonder what
had takcn place. Soon they began to
attend our Church worship services.
By attending, they learned our
brothers and sistcrs were not the kínd

ofpeople their Ieaders porlrayed
them to be. Although there are nof
many baptized members in this
village, many attend our worship
services and slowly this mission is
beginning to grow.
Another experience in the
Rukira M ission rccently shows thc
power of God and faith exercised on
thc part of our Church membcrship.
There are rnany rnonths durìng the
year when it does not rain in Rwanda,
as is the case in many

African

countries. A day was scheduled to
take those who requested, desired
and wanted to become members of
thc Church to the waters of baptism.
The candidates and Ministry together
had to walk a great distancc to a
small stream at the base of tlìe
mountain where they hoped there
would be sufhcient water with a
depth to baptize. It had not rained for
months but the water was sufficient
(Continued on Page 4)
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Reality of the Resunection

than 2,500 when Jesus returned the

Continued from Page 2

Christ, no lnalter whorc they were
located ( I Nephi I a: I 0). The consistency ofGod would only lead us to
conclude that thcy all would bc given
the same bcnefit to know of His
resurrection in the same manner Christ
convcyed it on this land in 3 Nephi!
This is also echoed by the words of
Jesus Himself (John l0:16 and 3 Nephi
l6: I -3). What a blessing to thilìk that
God did not choose any other means to

deliver the resulrection tnessage. He
usetl angels from time to time to cany
FIis tidings. l{e did not just rely upon
signs and wonders fiom above. Jcsus
Christ Himself descended with the
introduction of I{is Father, "Behold My
Beloved Son, in whorn I am well
plcased." He then presented Flimself
by saying, "Behold, I am Jesus

Christ"! Before He taught them I'Iis
doctrine, before He gave them His
power, before He blessed their
children, before any other order of
business, He made His rcsurrcction a
reality to each of them personally!
Christ said, "Alise and come fofth unto
me, that ye rnay thrust your hands into
rny side, and also that ye may feel the
prints ofthe nails in rny hands and in
lny feet, that ye may know that I am
the God oflsrael" (3 Nephi I l:14).
The reality of lhe resurrcction was
placed within their hearts. They were
now fully prepared to go forward with
His Kingdorn on carth.
It was priority #1 that Christ was
to make all oflsrael's house know and
bear witness that He indeed arose
from the dead! Flere in America, the
12 "Disciples" of Christ were also all
chosen from those who beheld the
resurrected Christ, just like He did with
the Apostles in Jerusalem! While
Jesus showed himself to a little over
500 in Palcstine, the numbcr hcrc in
America was much greater. About
2,500 beheld the resuffected Christ (3
Nephi l7:25) ! Not only rùere they
eyewitnesses, but they did all go
for-ward "one by one" and "witnessed
for themselves" that "it was He of

whom it was written by the prophets"
and they touched Him! The nutnber
witnesscs evcn grew tnuch greater

of

nexl day(3 Nephi l9: I-5)l This
conviction in thc rcsulrection again
was critical to the fufherancc of the

Happy Easter and may the
resurreotion be a reality to you today
and always.

Church in this land many years ago.

Today - 2009
As \¡r'e can see, this event was of
the utmost priority to the Atmighty.
Should it be any dilferent lor us today?
Was the importance lost through the
years? Absolutely, positively, not!
Aithough wc Iivc in a dillèr'erlt dispcnsation of time, we also must have the
same conviction today! We must have
faith! Jcsus said, ",..blessed are they
that have not seen [me], and yet hâve
believcd. ..these things are written...
that ye might bclieve..;' (Iohn20:29,
31). Have the Four Gospels done thcir
job? Do you believe the report? Do
you "klow the certainty" ofthe things
written by Luke? When we came into
the Church. wc were buricd in baptism
and raised up in the likeness ofChrist's

resunection. We were then given the
gift ofthe Holy Ghost by the laying-onof-hands. This precious gift bears
witness within us of thc rcsulrected
Christ. Some of the last words spoken
by Jesus to FIis disciples were, "...ye
shall receive power, aftcr that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ycshall
be witnesses unto me ...unto the
uttemost part of the earth" (Acts l:8).
When we walk in the light of
Chdst, we reflect the life-changing
power of His resurrection. If the dead
bones ofthe Prophet Elisha can bring
a man back to life, then we that are
alive today must surely have the same
opportunity. We can bring lifc to others
if we reflect thejoy of our risen Lord!
Let us never forget tho impotance of
this event. Let us be sr¡rel Even as
the early church continually rerninded
each other ofthis very realily by stating
in their greeting, "He is risen," and the
l'esponse was, "I-Ie is risen indeed!"
Just as it was critical to the
furtherance of the Church mâny years
ago, this same conviction is paramount
to The Church of Jcsus Christ and its
progress todayl Wc must be surc so
that others may be sure! May you
with great power give witness of the
Lesunection of Christ and rnay great
grace be upon you all (Acts 4:33).

Baptisms in Rukira, Rwanda
Continued from Page 3

to perfonn the baptisms. As the saints
gathered, Brother Alexander
Rudatsikira, our Church President
there, offet ed prayer for God's
blessings to rest upon the candidates
so they vr'ould know beyond any doubt
the commitment and prornìse tliey

were making that day rvith the Lord,
and would He show it was acceptable
by giving some kind of a sign. He
also mentioned in his prayer that the
Lord wr.ruld begin to send rain so their
crops would be watered and not dry
up. After calling the first candidate
and prcparing for the baptism, he took
the candidâtc by the hand and as his
foot touched the water to baptize the
candidate, the heavens opened and it
began to rain very heavily. The
candidates and the wihresses who
came fo experience the baptisms were
amazed and began to praisc God for
what they had just experienced. They
did not mind being soaked but began
to say one to the other, "When they
want and need rain to perform baptisms, the rain comes." The entire
group was being blessed and sprinkled
\¡,,ith water sent from the throne of
God. Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.
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"Bless the Lord, O ny soul: and all that is withi me, bless his holy nane. Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and forget not all his benelits: Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth

all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life ti'on destruction; who crowneth thee with
lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who satisfretlt thy noutlt with good things; so that
thy youth is renewed like the eagle's" (Psalm 103:1-5).
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Our Lord is full of mercy and lovingkindness. The benefits of comrnitting yourselfto His
service, and doing yourbest to keep His cor¡mandments in fear and trernbling, are greater than
any benefit earth can offer you. When we fall into sin and iniquity, and repent, He is quick
to forgiveus. When diseases come upon our body, ifitbe His will, He will healall ourdiseases
and afflictions. When our lives are on the pâth to sp jritual destruction, and we turn to IIim,
He is quick to save us and to crown us with I-Iis love and mercy. This is why David said
confìdently that he .,¡/anted to bless the Lord with all his soul, to bless His holy name. David
goes on in this chapter to use Israel, under Moses' leadership, as an awesome example of
God's loveandmercy. I{ow often didtheytum from God in thewilderness, yet God continually
forgave them and provided for them.

"Fot as the heaven ìs hìgh above the earth, so great is his ntercy toward tlrcm that fear

årm" (l'salm 103:l

1).
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FIis mercy is beyond our comprehension. In this world, people show mercy under many
conditions. lt is usually not enough for someone to sây they are sorry to be fully forgivcn.
Usually theperson must do sornething more to prove theirregret, or itmay take years and years
forthem to be forgiven, Eventhen, manypeople say, "I'll forgive, butl'll never forget." God's
melcy and forgiveness for us is so beyond what we can comprehend. It is compared to the
distance between earth and heaven. That is because as soon as we feel a godly sorrow for
what we've done, and with a sincere heart apologize to God, FIe forgives and forgets
irnmediately. We don't have to perform certain âcts to prove we are sony for what we have
done. It doesn'ttake yearsbefore God wìll decjde to forgiveus. Hc forgives instantly. Isaiah
said that though our sins be as scarlet, He'll make them white as snow.
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"As far as the east is front the west, so far hath he removed out transgressions fi'otn us.
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Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. For he
knoweth our flame; he Íemembereth that we arc dust" (Psalm 103:12-15).
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When God forgives, He forgives completely. It is erased forever. He remembers that we
arejust the dust ofthe earth, helpless without f{im. A father will have pity and mercy on his
children when he sees they fear and respect him. How much more our God will love and have
mercy on us when He sees we tnrly want to please IÌirn and live righteously. Unfortunately
in the flesh, we sin and fall short many times. So much so that Paul even said he needed to
"die daily" in ordel to retain the remission ofhis sins. Just as His eye is on the spanow, how
much morc is His eye upon us when we fall, and when we find ourselvcs in trouble. IIe is
always there to deliver us as long as we want Him to. I'le said that anything we ask in I'Iis
name FIe will give to us. What a loving Savior we serve! What a shelter in the time of sto¡rn!
Vy'hat a loving father and f¡iend who will never leave or forsake us! What would wc do ifwe
didn't know the Lord? Who could we turn to for help in this life'?
Let us bless the Lord by striving to live each day as l:le would want. Let's never forget that
when we fall, He will pick us up. Let us never leave llis loving arms, ever. Let us put our
lives in His hands, and He will cany us through whatever we have to face in this life. "Blcss
the Lord, O nly soul..."
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The Long Journeys
Dear Boys and Gtrls,

lf you knew that danger was
coming and God had a plan fot you
and your family to leave, wliat would
you do? Would you wotry about what
to carry with you? How would you
get ready? There are three major
stories in the scriptures that tell us of
ancient families who moved and were
saved by God. In the Bible there is the
s1ory of the Israelite slaves that Moses
led across the deserts to freedom from
Pharaoh. ln the Book of Molmon
alter the Tower ofBabel days, God led
Jared and his family and friends
through the wilderness, and across the
wild scas in barges. They landed in
Central America by the Yucatan
Peninsula. Later, in the days of
Jeremiah the prophet, Lehi's family
and friends fled Jerusalem and also
joumeyed through wild land. Thcy
crossed the oceans in a ship they built
and landed in South America near the
country of Peru.
When it was time for Moses to
take thousands of God's people
trornping through the desert, they were
very afraid. Can you imagine how
scared they were when they realized
they did not know which direction to
go and they wele hungry or thirsty and
did not have cnough to eat? Do you
remember how God heard their cries?
He sent a huge pillar ofa cloud to lead
them by day and night and he fcd them
with manna from heaven, water from
a rock and quails from the sky for
meat? They sulivcd for years in
those deserts, wandering for folty
years until all ofthe original people

over twenty years old died. They
became warriors and servants of God.
Only two wonderful old leaders,
Joshua and Caleb, were left to lead a
new nation of tmc bclievers to their
new "Prornised Land." The book of
Judges 2:7 infoms us that "tlie peoplc
served the Lord all the days ofJoshua,
and all the days of the clders that
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the
great works of the Lord, thal he did for
Israel." God truly provided lor them.
In the days of the Tower of
Babel (see Ether chapters 2 and 3 and
Gencsis l1), God changed everyone's
language and scatte¡ed them all over
the eafh. But, the brother ofJared
prayed that God would let his little
group offan,ily and friends stay
together and take them to a wondcrful
new land. God agrced. He had them
gather'flocks and birds, containers of
fish, bees and seeds of every kind. As
FIe led them through the wilderness
He taught thern how to build lightwcight barges to cross huge rivers.
When they finally got to the ocean,
they relaxed their service to God and
forgot Him for four years! God
forgave them and helped them get
ready to cross the huge sea.
They were scared because the
barges were small and dark inside.
There could be no windows because
the ocean waves would break them
and sink the barges. Their little barges
were aiÍight with holes at thc top and
boltorn, which could bc opened lor air

(Ether chaptcr 6). They wcre tossed
on the wavcs, buried deep in the ocean
and bumped by whales! They cried
unto Gotl. praycd and sang God's
praises constantly. The wind pushed
the eight small bargcs across the
ocean for th¡ee hundred fofty-four
days bel'ore they landed in the areâ of
Yucalan and slartcd building homcs in
their "Promised Land."
God warned the prophet Lehi that
Jerrsalem was going to be attacked
and destroyed. He told them to leave
their gold and wealth bchind, take their
tents, food, family and a few fiiends
and leave for the wilderness. He told
them he was going to take them to a
new placc. a land of promisc. choice
above all other lands! (They landed in
South America by the country of
Peru.) Thcy traveled for eight years
(Continued on Page 1 1)
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they were on top of the water. The
brother of Jared asked God to touch
sixteen small stones tltat he made from
melted rock. The Lord made them
shine in the darkncss so thcy could
see. God also sent a furious wind to
blow the barges across the ocean
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General Ladies' Uplift Circle Fundraiser
Help support the World Gonference Center Beautification Project
while enjoying the fellowship of the Saints!
On Saturday, April 18th,2009, during the GeneralChurch Conference, we will
be sponsoring a boxed lunch fundraiser.

Time: 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Price: $10.00
Lunch choices are as follows:

G+&

Ham and Swiss Sandwich, coleslaw,
Ham and Swiss Sandwich, pasta salad
Turkey and Swiss Sandwich, coleslaw
Turkey and Swiss Sandwich, pasta salad
Bottled water, fresh fruit and dessert items will also be included.

Chocolate fondue will also be available at an additional cost.
Please place your order by contacting Sister Angela Yoder at 724-695-7898 or

at anqelaandericvoder@hotEail.com subject line: luncheon
Be sure to include your first and last name and meal choice. We are only
accepting individual orders for the lunches; no committee orders.

You will receive e-mail or verbal confirmation that your order was received.

Deadline for placing orders will be midnight Monday, April, 13,2009.
Payment for lunches may be made after the Friday GLUC meeting and
between 9:00 and 11:00 AM on Saturday.
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In the Service of
the King
By Sßter Sally Cuftin
'We

received a special gift at the
General Ladies' Uplift Circle Conference held in April of2008. As part of
thc devotions offeled to the Lord, the
sisters of each Area Circle were
asked to prepare their thoughts and
inspirations on what it nìeans to selve
the Lold and the gitl of His glorious
Church. With each messagc it felt as
though we received a little flower. By
the end of the presentations we each
had a broad floral bouquet ofheavenscented delights. Each flower was
carcfully picked from the grcaf

gatden of scripture, the grcenhouse
of the Holy Spit'it, and the nußety of
gnteful heaLts. The sisters found it
dilficult to choose from their many
thoughts and feclings towards the
overwhelming depths of what it meânt
to them to serve the Lord. The descriptions ofhow and even why we
servc the Lord ran deep and wide.
Tbere was no doubt left in anyone
there that voids and gaps have any
place in the universe of serving thc
Lord and His people.
Our first flowers were presented
by our sister from the Great Lakcs
Area Circle. She picked two flowers,
from the graenhouse of the Holy
Spirit and from thc great garden of
scripture (Matthew 6:3-4), "When
thou doest alms [charitable deeds and
servicesl, let not the left hand know
what the right hand doeth: That thine
alms may be done in secret: and thy
Father which seeth in secrct himsclf
shall reward thee openly." These
blessed words ofour Lord, Jesus Christ,
presented by our sister give honor to our
Heavenly Father. She gave personal
meaning to these words, and testified
of the blessing shc rcccivcs knowing
that this and all scriptures give a surety
that God sees âll tlìat slìe does and is

always blessing her. Our sister gave a
recent examplc of an opporhmity slìe
had to serve God, She had worked
late one evening and wâs hoping to get
bome sooner than later. Her lateness
was compounded when she rcalized
the car gas tank was in need of a refill.
As she was puniping the gas and
feeling the pressures of all that colnes
wíth running late, the Holy Spirit gently
prornpted her to look beyond herself
and her own needs. As she glanced
over to the next gas pump she saw an
olderwomen having diffi culty fi lling
her gas tank. She engaged this woman
in conversation and the woman
expressed her level of distress to our
sister. Setting asicle the anxiety of
being late, she finished up with her car
and then proceeded to assist this
stranger of the night with hcr fucling.
The wornan was so grateful to have
the help, and our sister could sec the
sense of relief and peace which fell
upon thc onetirnc snangcr. This is an

account we all can relate to - how a
natural need to fill up with fuel resulted
in a spiritual blessing, and it certainly
illustrates our need to keep our lamps
filled up with spiritual fuel ever ready
in the service of the Lord.
Next our sister from the Penn
Mid-Atlantic Area drew her flowers
from the nursety of grateîul heatts
and thc greal garulen of scripture ìn
the book of Mosiah 2:17: "Behold, I
tell you these tlìings that ye may learn
wisdom; that ye may leam that when
ye are in the scffice ofyour fellow
beings ye are only in the service of
your God." She presentcd these
inspired words of King Benjamin,
whìch served to remind us of why we
are called to the duty ofservice in the
housc ofthe Lo¡d. Our sister testified
ofthcjoy she received whcn helping

with the Muncey Mission Vacation
Bible School. She told ofhow they
were in a financial bind lor supplics,
and out of the blue she received a
fìnancial donation. How good the Lord
is, ever watching over the details of
I{is gleat plan and our every need.
Our amazement at how the Lord can
unfold one layer at a time, kecping us
ever at His fcct ìn request of His love
and assistance. Our sister emphasized
how in this instance, hcr efI'orts of

service where enhanced by another's
readiness to give o I thcir substancc, in
tum helping one ¿úìolher and rccciving

retut¡.
With our floral anay ever sweeter
with the addition of these two flowers of
so much more in

obedience and gratefulncss we are
lurther drawn to duty-fìlled service
kno\rying that the Lord is pleased and
honored when we follow His precepts.
Trust that God has all ofthe details
arranged before you even see the
beginning ofIJis plan. Be ofa chcerful
heart when in the seruice of God's
Church and He will providc alì that is
needed, plus many bonuses such as
other rcady supporters.
Our sister from the Atlantic
Coast Arca gave us flowers that were
the product ofheirloom seeds that had
been sown over a gcncration ago. The
flowcrs came ftom rhe nuset y of
grateful heaLts and the great garden
of scripture. She expanded on the
words of King Benjamin and brought
us fuÍher in the Book of Mosiah to
chapter 7'.76-17'. "Behold, I say unto
you that because I said unto you that I
had spent rry days in your service, I do
not desire to boast, for I have orly
been in the seruice of God. And
behold, I tcll you these things that ye
may learn wisdom; that ye may leârn
that when ye are in the seruice ofyour
fcllow bcings yc arc only in thc scrvicc
of your God." Our sister reflected on
the course ofher lìfe, how it is ajoy to
be of

selice to the Lord

and to be a

help to the Church. Shc recounted how
recently shc heard of a great need of
our brothers and sisters in Mexico.
Their church building had deteriorated
and the conditions were deplorable.
Her heart was heavy with this news.
She presented this need before the
sisters and together they were able to
raise funds to assist the needs of the
Church and show how the love of God
can work to the saints in Mexico. Our
sister âttributed her sensitivity to the
needs of othe¡s and her readiness to
bling the sistcrs togelher lo serye in
this cause, and to her family's tradition
of service to the Church.
We then heard fiom our sister of
the Pacific Coast Area. Shc presented
(Cont¡nued on Page

1

1)

March,2009

10

March,2009
lvl

iss io no ry

BenevolenT

Associolion

YIA Program Brings
Blessings to Greensburg
"Gìve of your best to the Master;
Give of the strength oî your youth. . .."
These words were certainly
demonstrated by our two young brothers
that'Joincd" our branch through the

"Youth In Action Program." Brother
Kaleb Picciuto and Brother Marcus
Natoli anived on June 15, 2008 and
spent eight weeks canvassing the
surrounding areas, planting thc secd of
the Gospel to many families. (Our
brothers visited âpproximately 3 000
homes within this short tirne framc!)
Because of their efforls, several
visitors did attcnd our Sundry services.
Althougb our two blothers wanted to

of their
efforts, wc know that the "seed" was
plantcd. and we wait paticntly knowing
that in God's pcrfecl liming the sowing
of those sceds will come forth.
In addition to their labors in the
community, Kaleb and Marcus brought
such zeal and excitement ilìto our own
branch services. They spent much
time teaching and interacting with our
young people; thcir great examples of
true lôvc, spirit, joy and faith in the
Lord proved to be the greatest teacher
ofall! During thcir eight-week visit,
wc were blessed to havc one baptism.
Our Sister Tammy Welsh was baptized on July 6, 2008. (As a further

for his presentation of "Noah's Alk."
The people in attendance were awed
by Brother Kevin's knowledge and
ability to provide such interesting and
informative facts, pictures, replicas,
etc. ofthe Ark! Then, on Sunday,
Áugust 10. we had a bcautiful scrvice
with many testimonies praising and
thanking God for allowing us the
privilege ofhaving Brothers Kaleb and
Marcus with us for the summer and
for allowing us to see Blother Kevin's
prcsenlation. Following thc rneeting. a
delicious luncheon was setved.
We, the Greensburg Branch,
thank our young brothers for their time
and great effotls, and for giving us a
summer filled with blessings thatwill
long be rernembered. Truly, they have
given their best to the Master.

MidwestfueaMBASkis
Winter BluesAway
By Sister

see morc representation

result oftheir hard work with our
young people. wc wcrc blessed again
on September 14, 2008 with the
baptism of Sister Lauten Urana.
Although Kalcb and Marcus were not
able to attend, we're sute they rejoiced
with us as another young soul rendered
her obedience to the Lord.)
It was a bittersweet weekend of
August 9-10, 2008, as we prepared to
say our gootlbyes to Kaleb and Marcus.
On August 9.2008, Brothcr Kevin
Coppa (Plurnbrook Branch) blessed us
immensely by travèling to Greensburg

Natalie Pczzenli

Slal¡stics say that thc winrcr
months are most popular for individuals
to fall into depression. Perhaps it is the

bitter cold or perhaps the gloomy skies.
But for membe¡s of the Midwest
Region, the cold wcekend ofJanuary
17

-19, 2009, was anything but depress-

ing or gloomy. That's because 15
members from around the regìon, as
well as the members of the CincinnatiMorrow Branch, met at Perfect North
Ski Slopcs in Lawrcnceburg. fndiana,

for a "Ski Your Blues
Away Weekend.
On Saturday,
members (young and
not-so-young) could be
seen snowboarding,
skiing, andtubing down
the slopes, while others
fellowshipped in the
main lodge next to the
fire. Following the day
spent at Perfect Nofh,
the Maddox family
invited everyono to

their home for dinner
and more tilne to

fellowslrìp. The group

surprised Brother Henry and Sistcr
Sandy Cardillo from the Youngstown,
Ohio Branch with a cake to celebratc
their 4l st wedding anniversary.
The Lord truly was in the Sunday
service the next day from thc moment
the opening hymn, Sing Glory, was

sung. Ilrother Bob llâtson, Midwest
Regiol Chaplain, wclcomed everyone
and said it was pat ticularly great to see
the enthusiasm ofthe young people
throughout the weekend.
Rrotlrer l)an McNamam from
the Kinsman, Ohio Branch opened the
service. He spokc about olten feeling
alone when he is away from the saints
ol God, but how the momcnt he is
reunited with thom, he instantly feels
the love. Brother Dan spoke from 2
Chronicles 13, about a group ofpeople
that was led away from the Lord.
"Standing up tô the devil is a challenge
we face daily," Brother Dan said, "and
we challenge him as we stand for
Christ and as we shine our light."
Brolhcr Dan told the congregalion in
attendance that we must be proud of
who we stand for and proclaim that
we are members of the Lord's army.
"lfyou want to stand up against the
devil, you have to be serving God
every second, every minute ofevery
day," he said.
Brother Henry Cardillo followed
by saying that in the Lord's anny, He
doesn't expect us to carry a rifle-but
instead FIe expccts us to carry the
Spirit of the Lord. "We are in a
tremendous army; there is a lot of
strife in the world. It doesn't understand that God is upon His throne and
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He's waiting to open I-Iis cornucopia
ofblessings to us," Brother FIenry
said, "I{e is the commander-in-chief of
this army. We don't have to worry
about seruing another licutenant or
sergeant."
Brothcr Hcnry contjnued by
saying that our promotion won't be
general or lieutenant, but a saint ofthe

mosthigh God.
Brother Ken Staley from the
Middle Tennessee Mission asked the
conglegation il we knew who we
were standing up for when we lake
that stance. "Standing up for Jesus
Christ, the son ofGod, is the best life.
When I let Hirn do His thing, I feel like

I'm in the arrny of the true and living

us, that while we did live upon raw
meat in the wilderness, our women did

give plenty ofsuck for their children,
and were strong, yea, even like unto
lhe men; and they bcgan to bcar their
j ourneying without murmurings."
Nephi goes on to explain in verse 3,
". ..We can see the commandments of
God must be fulfrlled. And if it so bc
that the childrcn of men keep lhe commandments ofGod, he does nourish
them, and strengthen thern, and provide
a way whereby they can accomplish
the thing which he has commanded
them."
That is why we should never be
afraid of the future if we serve God.
We should never worry about any
journeys, deshrctions, or natural
catastrophes of the future. We know
what to bring if we must leave our
homes-bring our faith. Get ready by
praying in your heaí. Trust in our
God, the Creator. He can feed you,
lead you and protect you. He is your
Lord. Just as I-Ie delivered the lsraelite nations across the hot deserts, He
will lead us. Just as He brought the
Jaredite people to a safe place after
the Tower of Babel and taught thsm
how to build barges and pack food, I-Ie

ll

reasonable seryice she further shared
that "spiritualgilts are special abilities
given through the bestowal ofthe Holy
Ghost and are to be uscd by the saints
of God for His purposes. These gifts
alc meant to bc used as part of our
service in the name ofJesus Chlist, to
gìorily God and to edify the Church."
So, how do you define your good and
reasonablc scrvice? Does it lead to
the use

ofyour spiritual gifts for God's

purposes? How has it equipped you to
be ofservicc to God and His Gospel?
We next were uplifted with a
heartfelt testimony from our sister of
the Southeast Area, She provided us
with two new flowers, one from the

nursery of grateful ,hearús and the
other from the great garden of
scrþfure found in 2 Peter 4:8-1 l:
"Above all things have fervent charity
throughout our lives, we have to
remember who is always fhere for us
among yourselvcs: for charity shall
and who we should focus on: "I say
cover the multitude of sins. Use
unto you, I would that ye should
hospitality one to another without
grudging. As every man hath receivcd
remember to retain the name written
always in your heaÍs, that ye are not
the gift, even so niinister the same one
found on the left hand ofGod, but that
lo another, as good slewards of the
ye hear and know the voice by which
rlanifold grace ofGod. If any
ye shall bc called, and also, the name by
man speak, let him speak as the orâcles
which he shall call you" (Mosiah 5:12).
ofGod; ifany man minister, let hirn do it
tsrother Paul Pezzenti rerninded
as ofthe ability which God giveth: fhat
the congregation of the famous words
will teach us. Just as the Lord saved
God in all things n.ray be glorifiedthrough
of President John F. Kcnncdy when he the people with Lehi from desûuction
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and
said, "Ask not what your country can
in Jerusalem and made them strong for dominion for ever and evcr. Amen."
do for you, but ask what you can do
theirjourney, He will guide and lead
Having a selfless attitude and a dcsire
for your country." Brother Paul said
us! Everyday listen to the voice ofthe to serve Gotl continucs to be her
we must do the same with the l-ord:
prayer for all aspects of selice.
Lord and be the best person you can
"Ask not what the Lord can do for you, be. Do not fbrget the Lord. When the
Last and certainly not lcast, we
but what you can do for the Lord,"
time comes, our \ryonderful Lord will
heard from our sister of the Ohirr
It was apparent ât thc end of thc
Midwest Area. She offered to us
not lorget us.
meeting that the winter blues had
flowers froln lhe nursery of gratefrtl
turned to winter joys for the Midwest
With love,
lrcarts and the greenhouse of the
Area MBA. God blessed the weckend
Sister Jan
Holy Spirit. Our sister testified as fo
immensely antl proved that once rgain.
how she was lead to preparc for this
when two or three are gathered
message of service. She expressed
together in His name, there He will be.
that we, as saints serving God, are
truly at the heart ofkeeping both thc
In the Service of the King
Gospel and the body ofChrist pure and
Continued from Pâge 8
holy. It is important to remember our
service is solely for the honor and
The Children's Comer
glory ofGod. True service goes hand
to us some hybrid flowers, espccially
Continued from Page 6
cultivated from the greenhouse of the in hand with ourrelationship with God.
Holy Spirit and the great garden of
We left the meeting calrying our'
across tlesefs, jungles and wild
scripture. She led us to read in
new bouquets. We wcre not armed
country. Wlren the traveling became
Romans l2:l: "...present your bodies
with tlie flowers, but were tempered
very difficult, God made them all
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
with new tools and inspiralions to
strong (I Nephi l7), "and so great
God, which is your reasonable ser'enhance and renew our seivice before
were the blessings ofthe Lord upon
vlce." Expanding on the aspect of
thc l,ord!
God," he said. Brother Ken said that
while we will be tempted and tricd
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Spiritual Anniversaries

OBITUARTES

Sistcr Rose Randazzo ofthe Simi
Valley, Califomia Branch celebrated
65 years in The Church of Jesus Christ
on May 23, 2008.

ERIK MICI]AEL WINGLE

Sistcr Vicky D'Antonio of the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania B¡anch
celebrated 70 years in The Church
Jesus Christ.

Mendenhall and steplathcr Brother

of

Sister Janet (Ross) Gibson ofthe
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch
cclebrated 50 years in The Chu¡ch of
Jesus Christ on December 28, 2008.
Sister Madeline Loughren of
Dctroit. Michigan Branch #l cclcbrated 70 years in The Chulch of
Jesus Christ.

Baptisms and
Reinstatements
Brother Omar Morales was
reinstated into The Church of Jesus
Christ on November 2,2008 at lbe
Spafanburg, South Carolina Branch.
Sister Rlizabelh Sacramento was
baptized on February 15, 2009 ât the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch. She
was baptized by Brothcr Carl l-Iuttenberger and confirmed by Brother Jim
Cludup.

Address Change
Name
Address

Erik Michael Wingle of Detroit,
Micbigan Branch #2, passed on to his
reward on August 5, 2008. He is
survived by his mother, Sister Tammy

Alfred Mcndcnhall, and his sibllngs,
Tiffany and Steven Wingle.
ROSALIE "ROSE" PEARL
PEZZRNTl
Sister Rosalie "Rose" Pearl
Pczzenli ofthe Youngstown. Ohio
Branch passed ofl to her reward on
January 25,2009. She is survived by
hcr molher, Sistcr l-'lorence Pczzcnli:
brother, Brother Paul (Sister Karen)
Pezzenti; sisters, Jan (John) DePasquale
and Dcnise Pasqualc; nieces, Sister
Natalie Pezzenti and Renee Boston;
and nephews, Dennis Dota and

Anthony Pasquale.

Branch or Mission

of

Buffington, was blessed on November
28,2008 at the lmperial. Pcnnsylvania
Branch.

CORRECTION

Elijah James Matthe\¡r', son of
Brother James ând Sister Patricia
Matthew, was blessed on December

EMORY COGAR

I 4,

Brother Emory Cogar, of the
Gastonia, North Carolina Branch
passed on to hís reward on N<lvember
20,2008. He was preceded in dcath
by a daughter, Sister Debbie Cogar.
Hc is survived by Itis wife, Sister
Vema along with seven childrcn, Sister
Lorraine Perrine, Sistcr EÌaine Cogar,
Sister Teresa Camden, Allen, Emory,
Jr., James and Brother Stevcn.

Children Blessed
Dorninic Raymond and Julianna
Rose Corrado, son and daughter of
Jason and Kimberly Corrado, were
blessed on March 22,2008 at the
Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch.

Phone

Nathan Daniel Buffington, son
Brother Nathan and Sister Tammy

Chloe Bee Ciccati, daughter

of

Ben and Michelle Ciccati, was blessed
on August 3l , 2008 at the Sterliûg
Heights, Michigan Branch.

2008 inthe Windsor, Ontario Branch.

Alivia Rose Frentzos, daughter of
Andreas and Sister Michelle Frcntzos,
was blessed in the Middle Tennesscc
Mission on f)ecember 26,2008.
Vincent Christos Frentzos, son of
Chris and Sister Jan Frentzos, was
blessed on December 26, 2008 in the
Middle Tennessee Mission.
Benjamin Adam Miller, son of
Brother Brandon and Sister Christina
Miller, was blessed on January 4, 2009
in the Kinsrnan, Ohio Branch.

Aiden Christopher Paxon, son
Brothcr Justin and Sistel Christina
Paxon, was blessed on January I 1,
2009 in the Bell, California Branch.

Angcl Xavier Reyes, son of
Ilrother Miguel and Sister Miriam
Rcyes was blessed on Felsruary 22,
2009 in the Freehold, NJ Branch.
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The "Saints of the Caribbean"
By ß.vangelist Anthony Ricci
"And I will give you pastoß
according to mine heart, which
shall fèed you with knowledge and
understanding" (Jeremiah 3 : l5).
In the City of Maracaibo in the
country of Venezuela, Brother Daniel
Mora, Brother Duane Lovalvo and
this writer witiessed this scripture
come to life. From February l8')' to
February 23'd we eryoyed the trcmendous blessings of the Restored
Gospel in this Soulh American city
by the Caribbean Sea!
For Brother Duane and me, this
would be the first time in Maracaibo.
'What
we found was wonderful
Caribbean weather in a very modem
metropolis, but even more, wondcrful
saints! I will say some ofthe greatestblessings in doing missionary
work occur when the saints are able
to meet you at the airport after
landing in a city lor the first time.
This was one ofthose times. Upon
landing we uret Brother Jose and
Brother Angel for the first time.
hnmediately there was a connection.
We have the same baptism, the same
confirmation, thc samc rcdcmplion in
the Restored Gospel. It amazes

in-it's the sâme love and
the same spirit! Truly we are brothers and sisters in the FAMILY OF
saints are

GOD!

ln Maracaibo, you l:ìave wonderlul brothers and sisters. There is a
tremendous little group that loves and
serves the Lord. These "Saints of the
Caribbean" have been taught and
nourished through the visils ofour
brothers and through phone and email communications. But, they

hungered and desired for a minisler to
be able to give them communion and
anoint and pray for them when they
were sick. This is something the
Venczuela Committee has fasted and
prayed aboul. Experiences came forth
and a confirming Spirit was felt to
ordain Brother Jose as an Elder in The
Church ofJesus Christ! It was tflrly
wonderful to know that the Priesthood
Authority would be restored again to
this part ofVenezuela since the
Nephites ofold!
We had the wondelful opportu(Continued on Page 2)

mc

whcther in Ncpal. in Sikì<im. ìn
Ecuador, in Columbia, fiom Calilornia to Maine, or whatever land the

Some of the El Palo group with Brother Jose and Brother Angel.

April.2009
in Spanish, a cappellal Little

Saints of the Caribbean

Súeep

Continued from page

wonderful thirrgs such as this are the
many gems of missionary work, To
bc in that home, in thal lantl. listening
to that song. . .WOW ! !
At last, it wâs the Sunday
servicc and thc ordinalion ofot¡r
beloved brother. In a little apartment
with â small group, Brother Duane
washed our brother's fect and
Brother Daniel ordained Brother Jose
an ìllder in The Churoh of Jesus

1

nity to visit thc little village ofEl Palo.
What a wonderful contrast to tho city
of Maracaibo. This was one of those
viìlages that whcn you walk into it. is
like stepping back into time. To just
sit underneath a hee with a family
and talk about this wonderful Gospel
is one ofthose blessings which is truly
priceless. This is a group which has
been visitod before and has wonde¡ful
interesl in the Church. What liberty
and power we felt to let them knowit is now different. There will be a
minister ordaincd in this paú ofthc
country who will be able to preach to
theln, to teach them, to pray for
them--what a wondcrful Spirit we
felt conc into this little gathering.
Please rernember to pray for this
group antl this villagc. Thcy may
have ìittle mcans, but the Gospel has
found its way to this littlc place.
A wolderful tlait oflhc saints in
Maracaibo is that they are not shy to
present this Gospel to their friends
and neighbors. We had opportunities
to present this Gospcl in the homes
and even on an outdoor porch of a
local collee housc! What a blcssing
to speak to peoplc who have so many
qucstions and alc searching for truth.
At one visit, and I wish I could explain
the Spirit that was fclt, Sister Carolina
and Brother Daniel Mora sang 100

Clrrist! It amazes me-now in this
city there is a man with the authority
to take a person into the waters of
legcneration and raisc his right hand
and say those powerful words,
"Having authority given me olJesus
Christ, I baptize you in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost. Alnen." A man now has
lhe authority tttpass communion in
remembrancc of the great sacrifice of
Jesus Christ. A man now has
authority to pray for and anoint ôur
people. This is no small thing!
PRAISE GOD! Truly the Lord has
given a pastor to feed FIIS flock!
My dear fricnds, what a tremendous thing those eyes werc able tô
witness. Wc sce this in our missions
and branches and sornetimes,

I

speak

for rnyself, we fail to really appreciate
what is happening. But in places like
this, where the people hunger and
thirst to have a miníster, the full
irnpac:t really is made klown. To

Brothers Javier, Jose, Duane and Angel

hcar a neighbor stand in testimony and
say, "ì know this aparlnent will be
better, I know thrs city will be better,
and I know this country will be better,
because a ministcr has bce.u ordained

in The Church ofJesus

Cblistl" How

overwhelming!
Once again, I had the tlel¡endous plivilegc to travel with such
wonderful brothers, I can truly say
the Lord blessed us with trernendous
unity and love one towards another.
How great the Spirit of God works
when there is such harmony.
I ask a simple requesl of each
and every readcr remember these

"Saints ofthe Calibbean" and remenber Brother Jose as their shepherd.
As always, my belovcd family in

Christ-To TI{E WORK!!
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Native American
Outreach Resources
A number ofpublications and
tracts will be helpful in our efforts to
bring the Gospel ofJesus Christ to
Native Alnericans. (Shipping not
included in price.)

Available:

.

Pocket-size flyer with the message
of The Church ofJesus Christ to
Nalivc Arncrican and Firsl Nations
People. Presents the fundamentals
ofour faith briefly in a relevant
way, and with selected Scripture
passages. Cost: Four for $1; 100 for
$20.

.
.

The Book of Motmon - missionaly
edition ttr be handcd to Nativc
Americans. Cost: $10 each.

Back issires of tbe Fitst Voices
Jomnal
a four-pagc journal of
- share with Native
aficles to
Americans and First Nations
Peoples thât seeks to draw similarities between God's Word and longheld traditions, beliefs, histories and
stories. Cost: $l each; two past
issues available.

.

Antcrican lnJian

Moses

a

dissertation by Brother Timothy

Dom Bucci ofprophecies and
latter-day work pertaining to the
remnant of Israel, written with
Native Americans as the target
audience. Cost: $6 each.

.

NAOC Handbook lor Missionara comprchensive resource
for those who seek to understand
Native American cultures and
tes

-

worldviews, as well

as

tips for

approaching and establishing
relationships. Cost $7.50 each.

.

www.first-voices.org. You can
share the NAOC's special First
Voices Website with any interested
parties.

we do, and that they bascd their
addresses on the Holy Scriptures, as

Faces

we do.

By tsrothu Don Ross
This prophet was a rnighty
preacher. His gifts were nulnerous
and his brother capturcd several

ofhis

seImons in great length. He provides
us his commentary on Isaiah's
writings. He taught many subjects in
a few chapters. For example:
Christ's deâth and resurrection, the
infinite atonernent, polygamy is
forbidden, how to handle wealth, and
the tame olive tree - a parable that is
almost incomparable. His name
Jacob.
Jacob could not be shaken from

-

his faith in Jesus Christ. He encountered a man named Sherem, an
apostate Nephite who was a clever
speakcr. Sherem was the first person
in the Book of Mormon to deny that
Jesus Christ would come to redeem
rnankind. For Sherem, it would have
been better if he never met Jâcob.
He tried to shake Jacob from his faith
and righteousness. But Jacob could

not be swayed in his testimony of the
Savior: "...for I truly had seen angels,
and they had ministered unto me.
And also, I had heard the voice ofthe
Lord speaking unto me in very word,
from time to time; wherefore, I could
not be shaken," She¡em demanded a
sign. He got one. Sherem was
sttuck down. Soon after, Sherem
acknowledged his wrong and died.
A direct result of Jacob's
demonstration of the power of God
was the Ncphitcs rcpenled of their
wicked and evil ways. And "pcace
and the love of God was restored
again among the people, and they
scarchcd the scriptures. and hearkcncd no more to the words of this

wicked man."
Jacob quotes at length from the
prophet lsaiah, Fol various reasons it
is an important sermon. It proves that
the latter parl. of Isaiah, which some
scholars like to consider as the work
of a "second" Isaiah, was accepted
as genuine at the time ôf Jacob, as it
was in the days ofour Lord. It shows
and proves the Nephites held meetings for worship and instruction, as

Charged by Nephi at his dcath
to bc the spiritual leader ofthe
people, Jacob was sober and humble.
He shrank from testifying to the
people about theil wickedness,
because he might offend the ears of
the righteous. Jacob was full of love
and compassion. Consider his
statement on the proper use of wealth
and the attitude we should have
towards the less fortunate: "'lhink of
your brethren like unto yourselves,
and be familiar with all and free with
your substance, that they may be rich
like unto you. But before ye seek for
riches, seek ye for the kingdorn of

God."
We are indebted to Jacob for
many outstanding teachings ofthe
Gospel ofJesus Christ. Jacob was
valiant in hìs teslimony ofthe Gospel.
IIe was a powerful spiritual character, sincere and diligent in teaching
thc tÌTth. [Ie was worthy of his forefather's name (Jacob) to whom God
gave this wondelful land, the promised land (America) where he
preached. And Jacob, the son of
Lehi, was a "mighty preacher."

:ir.,f+*
She is one

ofthe few women

mentioned in the Book of Momon.
By name, she is identified five times
and the only woman about whom
cnough is recorded to draw a description. FIer descendânts became a
multitude ofnations in the rnidst of
the eafih, Her name - Sariah.
Sariah is a beautiful Flebrew
name. The root is Sara, meaning a
princess, and Jah, or lah, for Jehovah.

The "Jah" suffix often appears as
"iah" and was frequently used by the
I-Iebrews to refer to the name of
God. The name Sariah is parallel to
such biblical names as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Zedekiah. Thus, "this

princess ofJehovah," a significant
name, because like Eve, she became
a mother ofnations. Sariah was the
mother ofsix sons and some daugh(Continued on Page '10)
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A New Young Soul at
Branch #2
By

Sister Carolynn O'Connor

On Sunday Novembcr 2, 2008,
wlr met at the water's shore to witness
the baptism ofBrother Steven Dulisse.

Brolhcr Stevcn had askcd lor his
baptism the week prior at the Gl'eat
Lakes Region Conference.
Brother Jim Lambert Jr. brought
Steven ilìto the water ar,d baptized him
in the name ofthe Father, ofthe Son
and of thc Holy Ghost. It was a
wonderful morning and those present
rejoiced in the beauty ofthe moment.
When we returned to the branch,
Brother Steven came forward and the
brothers kneh and encircled him as
Brother Larry I{enderson offcred a
prayer. Brother Duanc Lovalvo then
entered the circle to bestow the gift of
the FIoly Ghost on Brother Stcven.
Brother Steven then tcstified. "It all
started back in July when my brother,
Brandon got baptized. When hc calne
out of the water he said, 'Don't '¡/alk
through life alonc,' and gave me a big
hug. They asked ifanyone else
\¡r'anted to be b¿ìptized, and I lèlt my
heart pounding." Brother Steven conternplated askíng for his baptism and
dccided that his time wâs another day.
The Lord continued to work ou
his heart and on Wcdnesday, a lew
days prior to asking for his baptisrn,
Brother Stcven was on the phonc with
his mother, Sister Valerie, "I don't like
my life right now. I do not like what I
could do on the wcekends o¡ what
college has to offer," Brother Stcven
shared with his mother. 'lalking to her,
he knew tlìat o e of the things that
was on her hcart was that they were
so la¡ lrom the church. ThcY drive
lwo hours lo gct lhere and whencvcr il
came up that they wantcd to move
closer, he would become vety angrY
because he did not wânl to leave his
friends. During thc call, he told her

that hc realized what was importânt
and that he was okay with moving.
He knelt down aud prayed with her.
On Friday he fasted and prayed for'
God's direction in his life.
When he cante home olì Saturday
go
to church on Sunday, his father
to
Brother Chuck, told him that there
was not a meeting at Branch #2
bccause it was Region Conference
and instead of two hours, it would take
three to get therc. Steven remarked
that he could \¡/ait until GMBA to go to
church, which was in a few weeks.
He wcnt to bed. antl in a ¡assagc in
one of the scriplurcs lhat he was
reading it said that someone necded to
know what God wânted from them, so
they went outside and knelt on the
ealth to pray. Brother Steven followed this exarnple and went outside
to pray. Following, he had an over-

whelming feeling that he needed to be
at church the next day. At midnight,
he woke his pârents to tell them and on
Sunday morning, they tlade the tlucehour drive to Region Conference.
Brother Jim Lambert Jr. oPened
the mee ting. During his sermon, hc
read the cxact chapter that Brother
Steven read the night prior. Brother
Steven wâs excited but still not convìnced. Hc âsked the Lol'd thât if it
was his timc let thc hymn, ile's A1,l
the World to Me, be sung. FIe had
olly heard it suug a few timcs in
recent years.

As was God's plan, totlaY was to
be Steven's day and the hyml was
sung. When the meeting was opened
for testimony, something that is not
typical at a Region Confercnce but
directed by God this day, Brother
Steven asked for his baptism. The
brothers told him afterward that they
were looking for a song to sing. One
ofthem leaned over and said that they
needed to sing #89, which was the
song Brother Steven had asked God for'
At the end of the meeting,
Brother Alex Gentile testified that he
had an expcrience that morning that
Steven would ask for his baptisrn.

Also, after the tneeting Sister Mary
Bertolo shared that while Brother
Steven was asking for his baptism, she
saw two personages standiug beside
him.

Brother Steven stl'etched forth his
hand in faith whcn he began to fast
and pray lor God's intercession in his

lifc, and the Lord came through with

a

clear and powcrful message for
Brother Steven thât il. .rvas time to
change his life and give himself as a
scrvant to tbe Lord.
We thank God for our new young
brother and ask that you pray for him
and all ofthe other young people, brave
cnough to give Lheir lives to Christ.

An Experience
(Mesa, Arìzona, Fcbruaty 1, 2009)
We were enjoying a bcautiful
sacrament service during which one of
the Elders commcnted (whilc pouring
the wine) on how thc blood ofChrist
was shed for us. We continued
singing the hymn, Near te C¡oss. As
the wine was being passed during the
singing ofthe hyrnn, I was carried
away in the Spirit and found myself at
Mt. Calvary, standing at the foot of the
cross. I was extremely close to the

cross; perhaps only an inch or two
and could see the Lord suffering upon
it. I could also see the women standing off to my right. They were
dressed in typical Jewish attire and
were very brokeirhealted. I noticed
that lhcir laccs wcrc downward in
sorrow,

While standing there, it was as
though my hearing was allowed to
become supersensitive and I could
actually hear thc blood falling to the

ground. One ofthe drops ofblood fell
on rne. I thcn found myselfback in
my seat on the pulpit and began weeping as I thought about what I had just
experienced, I knew thatjust like the
brother who was pouring the wine had
said, the blood of Christ was shed for
our generation âs well as those back
then; for I was touched by the blood as
the drop fell on me. I knew that Ile
Iooked ahead in time and knew us and
that Ile was dying for all of us. His
precious blood rcachcd lhrough time
and savcd us by His grace.
(Continued on Page 8)
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"And the Lord said unto loshua, This rlay will I begin to magnify lhee in the sight ofall
Israel, that they ntay know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee" (Ioshua3:7).
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Joshua took over as the leaderoflsrael when Moses died. Joshua took a new generatiÕn lrom
the wilderness where their parents wandered for years and then dicd, and was about to bring
them to the land of Caanan. It would be a bountiful land, and all the inhabitants there would
be destroyed by Israel. Finally, lsrae.l would be delivcred. Once again, they faced a body of
water which they needed to cross (the Jordan River). This tìrne, Israel didn't munnur or
complain. This time, lsrael obeyed the words ofJoshua, who the Lord was directing and said
i-Ie would magnify in the sight ofall Israel.
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They werc instructed to wait until the Levite prìests would walk by bearing the ark of the
covenant, and then they were to get up and follow. israel obeyed. The priests stepped into
the water, and as soon as they did, the Jordan River was cut offand stood and rose up upon
a heap leaving a dry pathway for Isracl to cross. Just like when their parents crossed the Red
Sca, thcy wcrc now crossing a body ofwater on dry ground. But this time true deliverance
awaited them on the other side.

in

8007 SchDcidcr Rd.
Metrohcster, MI 48158

84 l,âzy

will

"And the priests that bare the a* of tlrc covenant of the Lord stood fimt on dry ground
the nidst of Jordan, and all the lsraclites passed ovet on dry ground, until all the
people werc passed clean over Jordan" (Joshua 3:17).

GREAT LAKES
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F.ont Roy¡I,
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We have watched generations before us searching for God's kingdom to be built upon thc
earth. Many ofour forefathers labored heavily in spreading the Gospel, working hard among
the seed ofJoseph, doing .,¡r'hatever they could to bring about a new day ofpeace upon the
eaÍh. Many of them have passed away, and are passing away as we speak. God is now
speaking to this newest generation, letting us know that He will do wonders among us. ltwill
be this generation of"Joshua's" who will continue to follow God's voice as our forefathers
did, except thât when we cross that final obstacle, the day we have dreamed ofwill be on the
otherside. TheRestoration ofthe Gospelcouldbe likened untoGod'speoplc crossing theRed
Sea. People had an opportunity 1'or deliverance 1ìom false doctrines and lies, and the Church
Jesus set up retumed tô earth. People found deliverance. Elut Israel continued to wander in
the wilderness. The Church stìll wandcrs upon this eatth, where sin abounds, prcâching and
teaching the pure Gospel in truth, looking forward to a final deliverance from sin. God will
part the Jordan River spiritually speaking for IIis Gospel very soon. Wrat seerns impossible
to mankind, will be possible with God. Just like Israel followed thc ark of the covenant, we
will follow Jesus Christ and His precious Word. I'm sure the salne anxious feelings and
qucstions like, "Can this be it? Can we overcorle what lies in our path? Is this actually
possible?" will all be answered with a resounding yes whcn the waters recede and we walk
on dry ground to a land flowing with milk and honey. Oh how prccious are God's promises
to His peopie, and we know all His promises will be fulfìlled. We are waiting at thc banks oi
the River Jordan for God to tâke this generation ofJoshua's to the Promised Land. Let us
stay together and not look for another way. Therc is no othcr wây except God destroying the
wicked (like He did the Caananites), and giving backto His people a land free from sin. Rejoice
Joshua gcncration! Tomorrow God wìll do wondets among you.
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gers to Ahna the leader of tlìe church.
He asked Alnìa to pray to God for
directiolì in what tliey should do.

The

Children's
Corner
By

Sister Jan Bork

Fear Not; Find Joy
in the Lord
Dear Friends,

In this world today, there is a
good folce thrt brings us joy. happiness, love and hope called God the
Creator ând His son, Jesus. We calr
trust them fol everything. Then there
is a bad lorce called Satan. That old
devil is trying hard to make people be
Iike him. In the beginning he was a
beautiful angel. Then he tried and
tried to get power away ltom God and
started a w against heaven, which he
lost of course. He also threw away his
chancc ofbeing good and happy when
he rebellcd against Cod alrtl was
folced out ofheaven. His goal is to
make evcryone as angry and lost as he
is. He wânts us to feel afraid and full
of fcar. We will not do this! Thc
scriptures tcach us how to act to fight
offall the bad thoughts and temptations!

Since the beginning of time, as
we know it, good rnen, women, and
children liave successfully fr.rught off
the power of that devil. We are taught
in the Bible, in James 4:7, 8, & I 0,
"Resist the dcvil and he will flee from
you [run away frorn you]. Draw nigh
lnearl to God and he will draw nigh to
you...Humble yourselves in the sight
ofthe Lord, and he shall iift you up."
(That means when we act all-important
and get puffed up thinking we are so
great, we arc not being humble.)
Instead, we must be hurnble and talk to
the Lord and admit our t¡istakes and
be honest about our r,ryrong and weak
thoughts and behaviors.
We owe everything to God

anpvay. If you are a fäst runncr or
look nioe, be thankful for your healthy
body. If you are good at spclling, or
doing math, ol playing an instÍument or

The word of thc l.,old came tcl
Alma and the Lold rcvcaled that the
arrlies of the Lamanitcs were marching around in the wilderness to attack a
prrt of thc land with fewer solclie¡ s
and weaker pcople. lmrnediately
Moronì took part of the amy and
rushed to that place, gathering all the
people that lived there too. IIe hid his
alrny in a valley alongside the huge
river Sidon ancl set spies to watch fôr
the approaching armies.
(Cont¡nued on Page 10)

singing, be grateful God gave you the
kind ofbrain that can do thcsc things.
Thank God for your abilities and His
help in tines ofneed. Think back
about how many times God has heard
your prayers and blessed you and
others.
These days there is a lot of fear
among adults. Many people are losing
theirjobs, losing their homes, and
wonying about what the future will be
in thcir countty. In Nol1 h America.
that old devil has slyly brought in all
sorls ofold evils that are bothering
good people. Gambling is everywherernillions ofpeople buy and waste their
money on lottcry tickets or bettitig.
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PEOPLE
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MADE
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AND
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FLED

Many farnilies are frantic aboul
rnoney. The old devil has gotahold of
their family and they must pray God
will free them. They forget to call on
God to save them and guide ther:r.
In the Book of Mormon, about

seventy-five years before Jesus was
born, the Nephile people had great
lear aborrt thcir enemies, thc Larnanile
nations. They were trying to destroy
them, enslave thcm and take everything they had. A great fear calne
over the Nephites, but their ministers,
led by Alma preached to them to trust
in God.
A young soidier named Moroni
organized the Nephites into arrnies.
I-Ie had strong shiclds - shields to
protect their alms, thick clothing and
helmets made for each soldier (Ahna
43-45). Their enetnies, who outnumbcrcd tlìem two to onc, only wore
skins and had no amour. But the best
thing Moloni did was to send messen-
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Branch and Mission News
Cont¡nued from Page 4

Ordinations in lmperial,
PA
IJróther Robert Bullington, Sr.

wclcomed everyone to the Lnperial
Branch to enjoy God's blessings and to
witness several ordinations, Nathan
Daniel BuflÌngton II was brought
forward by his parents and was
blessed by his grandfather, Brother
Daniel Buffrngton. Little Nathan is the
fifth genelation in The Church ofJesus
Chrisf.

Brother Paul Palmieri offered
opening remaks: "This is uot a celebration ofpromincnce; tliis is a callilìg
of service and work; to be a servant all
the day long - not like youljob where
you go to work, comc home, and your
work for that day is done; it's 24 hours
a day. Jesus catrìe as a servant."
Brother Phil Jackson continued
using Ephesians 5:25 & 32, "Httsbands, love your wìves, even as
Christ lovcd tltc church...Tltis is a
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ antl the church." Brother
I'hil likened this beautiful Church to
thât ofa beautiful bride saying that
God lovcs nothing grcatcr tlran [Iis
Church - LIis Son gave His lilc fbr it,
and Hc wants people to come and
enjoy the rnovement of His Spitit. It's

glorious church without blcmish.
(Isaiah 54:11-12) "...1 w l lay
tlty stones with fair colours, and lay
thy founrlations with sapphires. And
I wìll ntake thy wìndows ol agates,
and thy gates of caLbuncles, and all
thy bordcrs of pleasant stones."
Brother Phil continued, "That's what
Christ sees when He looks upon the
Church! Overseeing the Church, He
called rnen, spiritual leaders, ambassadors, conìlortcrs, o¡daiIìctl to athninister to that beautiful church and oversee the needs." Brother Phil adl¡ona

ished our brothers to take selious the

work of the Church, "Dcdicate your
Ife and God will bless you all thc days
ofyour life. Offer unto the Lord an
offering of righteousness." He said
that to receive authority is a powerful
thing. Thc sanìc authority thât Joseph

Sliith received, you will receive, to go
out and speak with powcr, and by your
words they will exolairn, 'What shall
we do?' rùy'hatsoever things ye bind on
earth will be bound in heaven. That's
the power that you leceive today.
Exercise that power: don'l abusc it.
but use it for the glory of God; for the
beautifirl church with its beautiful
foundationl"
Brothcr Paul Ciotti followed using
Joshua l:5, "Therc shall not any man
be able to stand bcfore thee all the

lifc: as I was with
will be with thee: I will
not faìl thee, nor forsake thee."
Brother Paul said, "God will give you
slrcnglh to preach. Hc will nevcr givc
days of thy
Moses, so I

you a commandmenl save He give you
strength to

fulfill it."

Brother Bob Buffington , Sr. read
the duties of a teacher. Brother Jeff

Buffington's feet were washed by
Brothc¡ Jim Speck and he was ordained by Brothei Paul Gehly. llrother
Eric Yoder's fogt were washed by
Brother Jim Draskovich and he was
ordained by Brother Jim Calab¡o.
Brother Tony Ricci read the
duties ofan Elde¡. He continued
speaking more about the bcautiful
bride ofChrist. "Isaiah saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne ând his train filled
the temple. God called apostles,
evangelists, clders, teachers, deacons,
deaconesses - you are the train, the
glory of God is the train." Brother
Tony said, "When I was baptized God
taught me a lesson. I didn't know very
much, yet, I thought i should be an
clder. I began to be upset that the
brothers did not see this in me. God
gave me an expcrience and told me,
'When you have love and compassiorl
for my people, then I will use you.' "
Brother Ca¡l F¡ammolino washed
the feet of Brother Robert Buffìngton,
Jr'. and Apostlc Paul Palmieri ordained
him into fhe ministry. Brother Paul A.
Palmieri washed the feet of Brother
Nalhan Buffington and Brother l)an
Buffington ordained him into the
ministry. The newly ordained were
given an oppoúunity to express themselves and a lunch followed, It was a
beautiful day for which we are eternally grateful.

What Does lt All Mean?
By

Sìster Karcn

L.

Progar

Brothcr Mark Naro from Lorain,
Ohio visited the Aliquippa Branch thc
firsf Sunday in January and opened the
scrvicc lalking about a nation long
lifted in pride being hurnblcd. That
surely describcs the United States
tÕday. LIe encouraged the congregation with the commcnt that we, as a
people, cân still prosper spirifually.

Using Mosiah l6:9 as his text,
Brother Mark reminded us that, "He is
the light and the life ofthe world; yea,
a ligbt that is endless..." Brother Mark
stated that if we are in tune with God,
FIe will show rìs how to proceed. I a
time ofadversity it is the tilne to reveal
your genius, and Blother Mark believes that we arc entering a time
when we will have the opportunity to
Leveal our values and people

will be

drawn to us, Matcrial things are subject to loss. The ouly thing that can'1
be touched is our foundation in Cbrist.

Il¡other John D'Antonio continued stating that it is not hard to depend
on God. Small means showed marvelous works to the people, when they
showed their faith. We need to be
dedicated to showing the light ofChrist

ourûïst inHim a littlemore.
Thc next week, Brother Patrick
Monaghan visited from McKees
Rocks and talked about a time when
Alma was discouraged and Arnulek
took him into his home and encouraged
and strengthened him. Brother Patrick
in us andput

encouraged us to uplift and sh€ngthen
one another and shared some cxpcriences of encouragement.
On January 18, Brother Brett

Gibson frorn Detroit Branch I visited
the branch, and spoke to the saints
about service to God. llrother Brett
chose Mosiah 2:17 where King
Benjamin admonishes the people in the
farnous scripture where he states, "...I
tell you these things that ye may learn
wisdom; that ye may leam thât when
ye are in the se¡vice ofyour fellow
beings yc ae only in the service of
your God." B¡other Brett concluded
by talking about the rcwards ofscrvice
and the importance ofloving one
another,
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So far, the Lord provided three
mcssagcs to uur Branch: rcvcaling our
valut's in tough t irncs, slrcnBlhcn ìng
one another, and serving each other.
Later in the monlh Brothcr John

D'Antonio spoke to us regarding rest
¡o our souls. Using thc seripture in
Matthew I l:28-30, Brother John
reminded us that when we take the
yoke ofJesus upon us our burden will
be ligh1. Brothcr John asked ifwe
would change places with anyone else
in the world. He doubted that we
would becausc no matter whât they
have, we have so much more.
Bascd on what we've heard and
what we continue to hear, I bclicve
that God is telling us what He expects
ofus and how l-Ie will guide us through
tough times. I will close with thc
thought given us by Brother David
Deluca who said that God wants us to
be a benefit to onc another. I know
l'll be thinking what I might do. So
what does it aìl mcan to you?

A Message of Divine
Grace and Mercy
By

Sister Dìana Stigleman
On a delightful, near balmy
l, 2009, Elrother Jason

February

Monaghan; his wife, Sister Rachel;
and his mother, Sistor Carol, supplied
our Sunday service with blessings
equally as lovely. Traveling {Ìom
Pennsylvania and arriving at Detroit
Branch l, our brother brought with him
a message of divine grace and mercy.
Brother Jason stated, "The title
I'm going to give my sermon this
rnorning is 'Smiling like a Butcher's
Dog.' Wc're going tÕ talk about the
grace of God that places us in a
position ofsalvation -.and we do not
deserye it. And that's why we smile
like a butcher's dog! Sitting at the
table to be able to cat the blessings of
God, and we smilc and understand that
'I don't deserve to be here,' " becarne
the healt of our brother's setmon.
His text, taken from II Samuel 9,
entailed the story of Kìng David and a
young man named Mephibosheth.
Blother Jason began his sermon by

exploring
this story

the background leading up to

oflove.

He asked us Lo
remernber the promise of God to
David, "The sword shall nevcr leave
your house." Following this quote hc
said, "David was constantly battling
forth and pushing his eneinies away,
trying to make sure he could make
peace to thosc in lsracl that hc was in
charge of." Even with this thought,
our brothcr reminded us, David out of
love for his friend kept a promise to
show mercy unto the I-Iouse of Saul
for Jonathan's sake.
As the stôry progressed, David
found a survivor. LIis name was
Mephibosheth, the lame son of
Jonathan. Our brother asked us to
look into the mind of Mephibosheth.
He was hiding in a desolate place and
now oalled to stand L¡elorc a new king
who could in fact exccute him. Brother
Jason indicated, it was then Mephibosheth bowed before King Davìd,
pleading for his life. "Instead of
death," our brother said, "King David
offered him a place at his table as one

ofthe king's own sons." Our Brother
exclaimed, "This was good! He was
granted unmeritcd grace and there
was no way to pay it back."
As he detailed each step of the

upcoming scenes, Brother Jaso
inserted us into the picture, by requesting we replace thc name of Mephiloshcth with our own. During his
sermon, our brother showed us how
bclorc coming to Christ. wc arc in a
sense lame,

living in a desolate land

while hiding, and totallyunworthy of
salvation. In paralleling thc life of
Mephilosheth with our own, Brother
Jason said, "You see how this is all
coming together to understand the grace
ofGod in our lives." llis opening
thoughts ofunrncrited grace and mercy,
stitched oul broiher's scrmon from
beginning to end, as Brother Jason
asked, "Are you eating at the table of
the King today?" Then he added, "We
must paftake of the fullness of Christ."
Brother Larry Champinc, then
lollowcd in speaking. He declared that
one day there is an awakening. We
realize there is nothing we can do to
deserve salvation. I'Ie paraphrased the
words ofJesus in describing the only
way to receive this gift. "Go down to

tho .rater, be baptized and you'll come
out this new creature.,.You will be
clean and I can place within you my
Spirit." Further, Brother Lârry stâted,
"Now even though you still don't
desere it, at lcast you havc receivcd
the grace process, and it is all about
receiving it." ln some of his final
words our brother qucstioncd, "What
can we say when going before God's
plesence, if we have not accepted and
received grace?" Indeed, I too wonder.
Just bcfore closing the morning
selice , the Monaghan family carne up

front to sing, Never to be Apart.
Their melodious voices surely reached
the throne of God, even as they
reached our heads. Peace reigned as
we closed our meeting in prâycr.

Note of Thanks
The family of Sister Lydia
Cavallaro would likc to thank you for
âll the support, prayers, cards, e-mails
and calls during her illness. You will
never know how much your support
meant to all of us. We truly felt the
evidcnce ofyour love. She was a
great example to all ofus and will truly
be missed; but we find great comfort
in knowing that she is now in the
presence of God.
Love in Christ,
The DeCaro and Cavallaro F'arnily

,r*t¿*+
Thank God for His faithfulness. I
went to the surgeon this afternoon, and
âfter another consultation tliey have
decided that there is no cancer and
surgery is not necessary at this time. I
go back for more tests in September to
see if the tumor has grown, and a decision will be made at that time conceming further treatment.
I would like to thank all the
brothers and sisters lor their prayers
and the rnany e-mails, cards, and letters
I havereceived from all over the country,
many from people I do not know.
Brother Lyle Criscuolo
(Continued on Page 10)
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DIRECTORY UPDATE

Note of Thanks
Continued from Page

Bologna, Querino (Reno)
l16 Brecon Dr.
Saline,MI 48176
134-316-2639

Cavil, Tom and AIaìna
1252 Bevan Dr'.
Sebastian, FL 32958

I

Sisters l)onna and Denise
Flcnlìng ofthe Vânderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch wish to thank everyone lor
their praycrs, cards and phone calls
during their recent surgeries. They
thank God that He was with them.

772-589-4926
Cogar, Verna

303 Dairy Rd.
Village Gardcn Apârhncnts
Apt. #6
Clayton,

NC 27520

Gully, Patricia
1976 N. Union lìoad

#115
Manteca, CA 95336-9244
209-825-8068

Iluttenberger, Jin.r and Lyne tte
222 Whispering Trail

hvine,CA 92602
7

1

4-3s2-5325

Huttenbelger, Ryan
209 Palmetto Dl.
Alhambra, CA 91801
949-233-5486
Thompson, Doris
512 N. Lewis Run Rd, -#134
WestMifflin,PA I 5122-3060
412-466-2499

Faces
Contínued fÍom Page 3

ters, the exact number is not known.
Nothing is recorded about her birth,

lineage or death.
Hel husband was the prophet
Lehi, "a visionary man." She f'ollowed
her husband, leaving behind every
valuable possession. The record
shows Sariah munnured or complained
on one occasion. This was a mother's
normâl leaction, a mother who was
concerned about the safety and
security ofher family. Their four sons,
Laman, Lernuel, Nephi, and Sam had
rotumed to Jerusalcm to secure the
Brass Plates. She felt that they faced
probable dcath. Sariah was comforted
by her husband Lchi who told her, "I
know that the Lord will deliver rny
sons... and bring them down again
urto us in the wilderness."
When her sons retumed, Nephi
said, '1ny mother was comforted."
Sariah's faith in the Lord was reassured. Her testimony was now â
certainty that the Lord had commanded
Lehi "to flee into the wilderness - yea,
and I know ofa surety that the Lord
hath protected my sons and delivered

them..."
Nephi in a final reference to his
molher writcs lhat while at sca, his
parents were "upon their sick beds."
No doubt this was a possible result of
their âge, sorrow, and griefthey had
suffered, Howevcr, Sariah lived to
reach the Prornised Land. She must
have been an exemplary mother and

faithful daughter oflsrael. This conclusion comes from the first sentence
of thc Book of'Mormon, "l Ncphi.
having been born ofgoodly parcnts, .."
Sarialr, a true "princess of Jehovah."

The Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6

Then Moroni separated the
armies evcn morc, setting some up
behind a hill on the south and somc on
the west and hundreds ofothers hiding
along the river on the fàr side. When
the hordes of their enemies appeared,
the armies of Nephitcs surrounded
them and a terrible battle occurred.
The battle was herce and the
Nephites werc far ôutnumbered. But
theír leader, Moroni, reminded them
that they werc fighting not for power
and grccd. but lor their Iibcrty. their
lands, and fìeedom frorr being made
slaves! His people began crying un{o
the Lord and bcgan standing against
the Lamanites with great power. The
same hour that they began crying unto
the Lord, the Lamanites begân to turn
and run away from the battle.
When the Lamanites realized
they were surrounded they were filled
with terror. When Moroni saw their
terror, he commanded his soldiers to
stop shedding their blood. Hetold
them, "We do not desire to be men of
blood. You are in our hands, but we
do not desire to kill you. The Lord is
with us and has delivered you into our
hands because ofour religion and our
faith. You see that God will support,
and keep, and preserve us, so long as
we are faithful unto Him, and unto our
faith and our religion. Never will the
Lord let us be destroyed unless we

should fall into transgression and deny
our Îaith."
IIe offered freedom for all who
would give up their weapons and
promise not to fight against them
anymore. Hundreds of thc Lamanites
gave up and went homc in pcace.
The Nephites were full ofjoy
because the Lord had again delivered
thcm out ôf the hands of their enemies.
They did "resist the devil" and he did
flee from them. They did "draw near

to God" and FIe saved them. They
gave thanks unto the Lord thcir God;
and they did fast and pray much and
they did worship God with exceeding
greatjoy. They did humble themselves
before the Lord and He was with
the rn.

This is the same God that we
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serve today. Renrember, the old devil
wants to destrôy our happiness. Since
he is miserable; he wants each of us to
bc too. He is the father ofall fear; he
wants everyone to be greedy, scared
of sharing, and full ofhate and fear.
But remenlber, he fears us and will r-un
away when we do good. He fears us
when we refuse to fight or sìn. Fle
fears us when we staú praying, talking
to the Lo¡d and trusting in God,
because then he loses all of his power.
Every day we have a choice. We
can wake up, listen to the whispers of
that old devil and feel afiaid, woried
sick ovcr the future and hateful
towards others. Or, we can talk to
God - fight the devil by not being like
him and have a joyful life that day
whatevcr good or bad thing happens.

I know which way I would rathcr f'cel.

Jcremiah James Iìossi, son of
Sister Leslie and Brother Teco Littlejohn, was blessed in the Spartanburg,
South Carolina Branch.

Nefi Reyes, son ofJose and
Maliscla Reyes, was blessed on July
27, 2008 at the Bell, California Branch.

Martinez, was blessed on December
14, 2008 atthe Bell, California Branch.
Sami Annett Soto, daughter of
l"uis and Vcrenis Soto, was blessed in
the Bell, California Branch.

WEDDINGS *

Angcl Brisco and Daniel
Blackbum were unitcd in holy rnatrimony on January 25, 2009 in the Mid-

Sister Guillennina Garcia was
baptized on February 22,2009 at the

Anaheim, California Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Rudy Meo and
confirmed by Brother Jim Huttcnberger

Brother Ricco Notarnicola was
baptized in the Forest Hills, Florida
tsranch. He was baptized by Brother
Sam Risola and confilmed by Brother

Brothcr Eric Schuete was
baptized in the Forest Hills, Florida
Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Kevin Murphy and confinned by
Brother Bryan Griffith.

Brother Onexcis Ortega was
reinstâted in the Lake Wo¡th, Florida

Alyson Rosemary Quintanillâ,
daughter of Brother Orlando Garcia
and

*

conhrmed by Blother David Arreola.

PhilBenyola.
Samai Mirian MaÍinez, daughter
ofBrother Carlos and Sister Natali

Your friend in love andjoy,
Sister Jan

baptized by Brother Rudy Meo and

Gene sis Þ'aith Toscano, daughter

of lvan and Naomi Toscano, was
blessed on August 3, 2008 at the Bell,
California Branch.

lnglid Quintanilla,

was blessed

in

the Bell, California Branch.

Branch.
Brother FIarry McGuire was
reinstated in the Lake Worlh, Florida
Branch.

Victoria Marie Kerby, daughter
of Brother Stevc and Sister Lissettc
Kerby. was blessed in the Anaheim.
California Branch.

Spiritual Anniversaries

GeorgiaMission.

(Conection) SisterRose

Baptisms

Children Blessed
Ava Grace Yoder, daughter of
Brother Dan and Sister Julie Yoder,
was blessed in the Hollywood, Florida
RranchGrace Ëlizabeth Kunkel, daughter
of Sam Jr., and Julia Kunkel, was blessed
in the Atlanta, Georgia Branch.

George Michael Jungk was
blessed

ir

the Lake Worth, Florida

Sistcr Linda Blackwcll was
baptized on August 3, 2008 in the
Lorain, Ohio Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Mark Naro and
confirmcd by Brothe¡ Joel Calab¡ese.
Sister Marcia Ann Rogolino was
reinstâted on Febru ary 22,2009 tnthe
Treasure Coast, Florida Brancli.

Sistel Sandlr Morsc wrs rcin-

Ronald Alexander Jungk was
blessed in the Lake Worth, Florida
B¡anch.

Randazzo ofthe Modesto, Calilorn ia
-Branch celebratcd 65 years in The

Church ofJesus Christ on May 23,
Sister Denise (DiFalco) Dickson
was reinstated on Þ'ebruary 1,2009 in
Detroit, Michigan Branch #1.

Branch.
Jessica Lynn Jungk was blessed
in the Lake Worth, Florida Branch.

il

stated on February 22,2009 in the

2008.

Sister Vcra Naro ol the Lorain,
Ohio Branch cclcbratcd 70 years in
The Church of Jesus Christ on November 20, 2008.
Sister Jennie Herstek of the
Lorain, Ohio Branch celebrated 60
years in The Church ofJesus Christ on
December 26, 2008.
Sister Elizabeth Spisak ofthe
Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch celebrated 60 years in The Church of
Jesus Christ.

Treasu¡e Coast, Florida Branch.
Sistcr Rosio Espinosa was
baptized on Fcbrrr ary 22,2009 atthe
Anaheìm, California Branch. Shc was

Sister Ella Mae Abbott of the
Roscoc, Pennsylvania Branch celebrated 50 years in The Church <¡f
Jesus Christ.

t2
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Ordinations
(Corrections)
Brother John Bilsky was ordained
â teacher on October 26, 2008 at the

Roscoc, Pcnnsylvania llranch. His
feet were washed by Brother Jamcs
L. Speck and he was ordained by

Brother James Abbott.
Sister Linda Young was ordained
a deaconess on December 14,2008 ãt
the Edison, Ncw Jersey Branch. Her
feet were washed by Sister Terri Bravo

ERNEST J, BORK
Brother Ernest J. Bork of the
Redford, Michigan Mission passed on
to his reward on July 26,2008. IIe
was preceded in death by his son,
Robin Bork. He is survived by his
wife, Sister Blanche; daughter, Sister
Bonita and husband llobeÉ Glime; son,
Brother James and wife Sister Jan;
and son, Jeffrey; two glanddaughters,
Christina Bork and Sister Leah
DeMercurio; and three grandsons,
Andy, Nick and Jessie Bork.

and she was ordained by Brother
Jônathan Olexa.

OBITUARIES
BETTY JUNE DUCKWORTH
Sister Betty June Duckworth, of
the Vanderb jlt, Pennsylvania Branch
passed on to her reward on April 26,
2008. She is survived by her daughters, Sisler Lonaine DeMercurio and
husband Ilrother Nephi; Beverly
Eberhart and husband, Rodney; and
lìilly Jo Murphy; also, five grandchildrcn and six greal-grandchiJdren.

EMERSON LOWERY
Brother Emerson Lowery of the
Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch
passed on to his reward. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Viola Lint
Lowery and a sister-inJaw, Sister
Bcatricc Hall. along with many nieces
and nephews.

Address Change
Name
Add¡ess

PENNY CARNEVAL
Sister Penny Carneval of the
Lindsay, Califomia Branch passed on
to her reward on August 26, 2008.
Shc was prcceded in tleath by hcr
husband, Brother Del; her daughter,
Lisa; and her mother and father, Sister
Mary and Brother V. James Lovalvo.
She is survived by her daughtcr, Beth
Eckhardt and her husband Timm; a
son, Scott Carneval and his wife Carol;
a brother, Leonard James Lovalvo and
his wife Vera; and four grandchildrcn.

HELEN STEWART

LYDIA CAVALLARO

Sister Helen Stewart, of the
Lorain, Ohio Branch passed on to her

Sister Lydia Cavallâro of the
Lindsay, Calif'ornia Branch passed on

reward on December 24,2008. She is
suruived by her hvo sons, Victor
Pennell and Brother Joe (Sister
Denise) Pennell; fi ve grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

to her reward on F'ebruary 6, 2009.
She was an ordained dcaconess in The

LARRY CONRAD
Brother Lany Con¡ad of the
Vande¡bilt, Pennsylvania Branch
passed on to his reward on December

25,2008. He is survived by his
mother, Cheryl Comaire; his father,
Lawrence Conrad; a son, Zachary
Conrad; a stepdaughter, Ashley Smith;
a stcpson, Brandon Wergin; and three
brothers, Scott, Aaron and Christopher
Conrad.

JOLIN RICHARD THOMAS
Ilranch or Mission

2009. He is survived by his wife,
Darlene Thomas; daughter, Cindy
Thomas; and sons John, Timothy and
his wife Jennifer, and Eric Thomas.

Brother John Richard Thomas of
the Vanderbilt, PennsylvaniaBranch,
passed on to his reward on January 8,

Church of Jesus Christ. She was
preceded in death by her husband Alex
Cavallaro and her son Alvin Cavallaro.
She is survived by her daughter, Sister
Lucy DcCaro and her husband
Brother Anthony DcCaro; granddaughter, Sister Andrea DeCaro and
her husband Christopher; grandson,

Aaron Cavallaro and his wife Mary;
and two great-grandsons, Aiden and
Hunter Cavallaro.

VIRGINIA LAKTASFI
Sister Virginia Laktash ofthe
Roscoe, Pennsylvania Branch passed
on to her reward on Fcbruary 25.
2009. She is survivcd by a daughtcr,
Sister Carol Rao; a son, Wayne and
his wife Diane; fhree grandchildren;
thrcc great-grandchildren; and a
brothcr, OrvilleWaJtz.
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The Effect of a Faithful Mother
By Brother Patrick

Monaghan

come
Tbis experience is one ofmany
in examples which portray how the Lord
time recognizes and responds to the
would supplications ofa mother on behalfof
on her children. Outside ofthe loveof
passed Christ, truly there is no stronger bond
'Why than the love a mother has on behalf
Lord, ofher children. Where would many
prays ofus be today had it not been for the
love and faithfulness ofour mothers?
Lord
this May we be bold enough to say there
a
has been no greater influence in the
development ofa young child than
that of his or her mother. May we
and
bumt to a crisp. The trees, the
say that the greatest and most impormountains, and the meadows were
tant "mission field" ¿ mother will ever
all bumed as I stood and surveyed experience is not in a foreign land
the scene around me. I then felt a
across the world, but among her
gentle hand take mine. It was the
children as they develop into adultLo¡d Jesus Christ. He then pointed hood. Why is fhis? Because the
to my home, and likewise the entire effect she has on her children will not
house was burned down. The Lord
only impact her children's lives
spoke and said unto me, 'Behold!
directly, but everyone her children will
Your mother prays.' As I looked
associate with indirectly, as well as
closer I noticed my mother bowed in
many future generations to come.
prayer on the third step ofour
Through the scriphres we find many
staircase. The only thing left stand- such examples where mothers (and
ing of our home was that staircasc grandmothers) play a vital rolc and
"As a young boy I would
down our staircase each morning
preparation for school, and each
at the bottom ofthe staircase I
find my motherkneeling in prayer
the third step. One day as I
her on the steps I asked God,
does rny mother pray so often?
do you hear her prayers? She
so often?' That night the
responded to me in a dream. ln
dream I found myselfstanding in
field near rny home. I looked around
and everything was charred

ascended affect not only the lives of their
into heaven." (Testinony of Brother children, but have an effect on future
Joseph Draskovich - Gteensburg, generations as well. In this afticle we
Pennsylvania Branch)
will site but a fcw.
where she prayed which

5

Timothy (2 Timothy 1:3-5)
The Apostle Paul writes to Timothy, "When I call to remembrance the
unfeigned faith thatis in thee, which
dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois,
and thy mother Eunice; and. I am
persuaded that in thee also." What is
Paul the Apostle acknowledging here?
He had undoubtedly recognized the

gift of God in young Timothy. He
recognized his faith and his potential as
a minister of the Gospel. And just as
important, he recognized the role he
would soon fill in defendingtheteachings
ofthe Gospel when he (Paul) would
depart. However, when we read the
above passage, we cannot help but
believe that Paul found added comfoft
and confi dence in'Iimothy's ministry
as a result of what he personally

wit

nessed in the household ofyoung
Tirlothy. FIe had observed the faith of
his mother and grandmother. The faith
and diligence found in these womcn
impactcd their son (and grandson) Timothy and his early spiritual development.

As a result oftheir faithfulness to God,
not only was Timothy's life greatly
impacted, but future generations have
been strengthened in the faith as well.

The 2,000 Stripling Soldiers (ALna
chapters 53 through 57)
"And they were all young men,
and they were exceedingly valia for
(Cont¡nued on Page 2)

Effect of

a

faith in tlnt which they had been

Faithful Mother

Cont¡nued from Page

taught to believe - that there was
just God, ând whosocver did not

1

courage, and also for sfielgfå and
aclivity; but behold, this was not all they were men who weÍe true at all
Írin¿x in whatsoever thing they were
entrusted. Yea, they were men of
tnth and sobeness, for they liad
been taught to keep the oommandments ofGod and to \ryâlk uprightly

hirn" (AIma 54:20-21).
This is the inspirational account
of2,000 young soldiers on this land of
America who came to the aid of their
bcfore

oountry. These 2,000 young men,
many ol which appcarcd to bc boys in
agc (Alma 56:46), wele minculouslY
used by the hand of God to delive¡
their people from their encrníes. After
several battles under the command
Helaman, though two hundred of
thcm had been badly wounded, not
one of them perishcd. NOT ONE!

of

(Alma56:56;57:25).
The following scriptures shed

additional light on these young men

oftheir faithful mothers:
"Now they never had fought, yet
they did not fear death; and they did
think morc upon the liberty ofthcir
fathcrs than they did upon thcir lives;
yea, they had been taught by their
notlters, that if they did not doubt,
God would deliver thent. And theY
rehearsed unto ne the words of
theft nothers, saying: We do not
doubt our ntothers knew if" (Ahna
and the effect

56:47-48).

"And

as the remainder

of our

army were about to give way befôre
the Lamanites, behold, those two
thousand and sixty were .ûrm and
undaunted. Yea, and lhey did obey
and observe to peform every word
of command wilh exactness; yeà,
and even according to thei faitlt it
was done unto them; and I did
remember the words which they said

unto me that their mothers had
taught thetn." (Alma 51:20-22)
"And now, their preserr'ation
was astonishing to our whole atmy,
yea, that they should be spared while
there wâs a thousand of our brethren
who were slain. And we do justly
ascribe it to the miraculous power of
God, because of their exceedìng

a

doubt, that they should be preserved
by Iiis miraculous power" (Alma
57:26).

When we rcad these words, we
cannot help but ponder the stories and
testimonies ofour brothers and sisters
when theirsonswenttobattleonbehalf
of our country during the World Wars.
The prayers that were offered for

God's protcctiun on bchalfof thcir
sons sustaincd them in many miraculous ways. Our God changes not!

Now, as we consider thesc
stripling soldicrs, it is undetstoodthat
their fathers oedainly played a vital
role in their upbringing as well. However, in this account it is important to
note that it is their motåels who are
primarily recognized by Helaman as
instilling in these boys a basis offaith
and dependence in their God. Wow!!
What â great example of the sheer
impodance mothers play in the development (both naturally and spiritually)
ofthcir children.
Whcn we read this account, il is
natural for us to focus on the faithfulness, dedication, and unwavering
obediencc ofthese 2,000 young men.
However, it rnust not be overlooked
that none of this would have ever
happened had not theìr mothers
taught thent to love, fear, and serve
God. Their mothers did not intend to
prepare their sons to be men of war,
but rather to be men of God - to be
men oftruth, and men that looked to
Cod for tlcliverance in all citcumstances. And as a result, not only
were these young men established in
the faith, they also became their
people's shongest aid and defense.

The Chu¡ch of Jesus Christ
What can wc likcn unto our
"spirituaì" mothcr? We havc expericnced firsthand that The Church of
Jesus Christ is a mother in manY
ways unto us as well. The Church
(comprised ofthe saints ofGod and
the fullness ofthe Gospel ofJesus
Christ) is that vehicle which cares for
the children ofGod and all those who
desire to come into the falnily and
fold ofGod. The Church is thât place

where we are taught the word of God,
and the exarnple we sce in the lives of
the redeemed saints of God teaches
us how to pattern our ljves to live
righteously. The Church is where we
findspiritual nou ishmenl for our
souls. lt is our modern day "city of
refugc" we can run to in time ol
trouble, and the placc where we find
solace and comfott in the love ofGod,
Nowhere else can we go to find thís.
In Moroni 6:4-6 wercad, "And after
thcy had bccn receivcd unto baptism.
and were wrought upon and clcansed
by the power of the Holy Ghost, they
\ /ere numbcred among the people of
the church of Christ; and theit nanìcs
were takcn that they might be remembered and nourished by the good word
ofGod, to keep them in the right way,
tô keep thern continually watchful
unto prayer, relying alone upon the
merits of Christ, who was the author
and finisher oftheir faith. And the
church did meet together oft, to fast
and to pray, and to speak one with
another conceming the welfare of
their souls. And they did meet together
oft to parlakc of the brcad and wine,

in remembrance of the Lord Je sus."
I recall several years ago a
young boy and his father came to the
Church after their family had bcen
devastated by drugs and other unfortunate circumstânces oflife. The
boy's rnother had left him and his
lathcr, and l'or a perlod of timc this
boy and his father had nothing but the
van they lived out of. The time came
that the Church v/as introduced to this
man and his son, and the father was
baptized and became a member ofthe
fämily of God. During this time, the
father asked that his son be blessed in
thc Church. As one of the ministers
was praying, he pleâded to God that
He would sornehow fill the void in this
boy's life in the absence ofhis natural
mother. At this very moment another
minster spoke under the inspiration of
thc spirit saying. "The Church of
Jesus Christ will be his mother!" That
young boy has now grown into a
wondcrful young rran who is scrving
along sidc his lathcr as a deacon in
The Church ofJesus Christ. EverY
(Continued on Page 10)
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Missionary T?ip to Ghana WestAfrica
By Evangelist Joseph Peti

Knowing of the misfoúunes
Brother Ford Boadu, our Church
President, has had with illness and
injury for the last four years, it was a
season oljoy we experienced bcing
with him. He has rnade a relnarkable
recovery for which we praise God;
and ifwe did not know he was ill and
injured,looking upon his stature, the
strength and the way he traveled with
us showed no signs he was afflicted.
Following are four experiences
we heard during our visit with the
saints in Ghana which we want to
share to shovr' the power of God in
healing and also His protection.

Experience
February 2009

I remember as a very young boy
growing up in the Church like the
young man Enos that we read about
in the Book of Mormon, "...I had
often heard my Father speak conceming eternal life and thejoy ofthe
s¿ints." His words have sunk deep
into my heart and through the soon to
be 59 years ol'my baptism, rny joy
has been meeting with the saints of
God whenever the opporrunity is
given to me.
During the month of February,
Evangelists Frank Natoli, Philip
Arcur.i and I had the wonderful
privilege of making amissionary trip
lo Chana. West Alrica. Not being

were not in the church's main auditorium but were outside under a tree
where the brothers were holding a
Sunday School class. The preaching
was inspirational, followed by a
season of testimony. We heard four
outstanding testimonies whíchwill be
shared

with the

Gospe.f News readers

in this article.

Visiting four of the five branches
with a group ofsaints altending in
each gave my brothers and ne the
opportunity to encourage our brothers
and sisters to hold fast to the promise
they made on the day of their baptisms for the reward of life etemal
which is assured to each of them if
we remain faithful to thc end of our
lives.

#l

Jesus is our source

ofinspiration

and refuge. My name is Evangelist

Ford Kanlam Boadu, President
ofThe Church ofJesus Christ in the
nation of Ghana, West Africa. In the
year o12004 after I had retumcd
home from a missionary trip to
Nigeria with Brothcrs Joseph Perri
and Frank Natoll in the month of
November, I was not feeling well and
requested one ofour hospital doctors
to examine me, His diagnosis was
my blood pressure was very low and
he advised me to have an echocardiogram and chest X-ray.
They both revealed that I have
had an enlarged and an abno¡mal
(Continued on Page 10)

able to visit with the saints ofour
Church in Ghana for the past eight
years, to be pârt ofthis missionary trip

wíth the above-named brothers was a
wonderful experience for me. The
unity ofGod's Spirit we experienced
was with us wherever we traveled,
and seeing the faces of those I have
known for many years, was indeed a
trjp to long be remembered. Brothers Frank and Philip had never visited
the Chul'ch in Ghana before, so it was
an equally double blessing for them.

Evangelist Ford Boadu planned
a nuniber of
brothers and sisters fiom the three
b¡anches to orìr meeting place in the
Apromasi Branch. The building was
filled to capacity with an estimated

for our arrival by busing

overflow crowd of approximatcly 100
or so in attendance. Thc children

Group of brothers, sisters, and children at fhe Apromasi Branch.

Mav.2009
tics, preparation, and responsibilities of
thc ordained teacher. The group was
dividedinto six subgroups providing the
teachers greater opportunity for input,

Elder's and Teacher's Seminars Held at
April 2009 General Church Conference
By Apostles John Griffith and Leonard A. Lovalvo
The General Church's April 2009
Ministerial Conference hosted a
seminar for our Church's o¡dained
Ministers and Tcachcrs wilh approximately 170 in attendance.
Divided into smaller groups, the
Priesthood was led by the General
Churcli Apostles into a variety of
Branch/Mission scenarios depicting a
normal day-to-day church operation.
This grass roots approach allowed for
the Ministry to see and hear of a
variety of situations occuring throughout thc Chutch mcmbership. Wc arc
so pleased to comfôrtably state our
Mrnistry is called of God with a holy
calling. They are not paid and are
under dircct supervision and authority
ofthe Church and its Apostles who
oversee all aspects of the Church.
The Priesthood rehearsed personally theirindividual callings given of
God, being reminded they arc chosen
vessels used to encourage the development ofGod's kingdorn here on eafh.
They recognized their responsibilities
to God, the Cliurch, and the rnenbership, not forgetting their direct respon-

sibililies lo theirpersonal fa¡nilies.
They as Isaiah ofold (Isaiah 6:1-8)
have witnessed the holiness ofGod,
recognized the sinfulness and need of
mankind, and liave placed themselves
in a position to allow God's use ofthem

in saving souls through Christ Jesus.
Recognizing thehigh calling upon them,
our Church's Pricsthood has recognized their high calling, the prepared-

ness necessaly to be an eflèctive
Elder, and the example needed to

reprcsent this great Church Kingdom
designed by our Lord Jesus Christ.
All members of The Church of
Jesus Christ are called into the body of
Christ, His Church (Romans 1 :1-6).
We all are "Saints," meaning set âpaft
to bc "Holy" examples of His love
upon us. The Apostle Paul recognized
as do our Ministry that they are called
with authority to adrninister the Gospel
of Jesus Christ as brought to earth for
God's creation. Romans 8:28 states,
",..we know that all things work
together for good to them that love
God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose."
Minister effectiveness is reached
by following thc lcading ofthe Holy
Ghost (Matthew 3: I l, Mark I :8, Luke
3:16, John 1:33). They read, study, and
meditate upon the Word of God.
Philippians, Chapters 1 and 2 suggests
to our Elders to be seryants of Christ
Jesus, operating as Christ has oalled
them to do.
We thank our Lord; our ministerial members are fhose who set a
spirirual example. They understand and
teach the Restored Gospel as Christ
taught it. 'fhey lead us into the path of
spiritual truth through administering the
Lord's Holy Cornmunion and other
ordinances sucb as Christ's example
taught through Feet Washing.
The teacher's semiuar cove¡ed
thc calling. qualitics and charactcris-

tliscussjon, andparticip¿ition. Scriptural study, situational sccnarios,
deflrnitions, questions, explanations, and
instrction were the varied presontation lechniques employed to creatc
interest and to provoke thought.
The following scriptures that
speak to the role and responsibility of
the ordained teacher wete refereuced
at diffcrent times in thc scminar:
Ephesians 4: I I - 1 3 ; AIna23 :1 6-19 ;
Jacob I ; l9; Jarom 1 :1 I ; Ahna 37:3234; Mosiah 23:14; I Tirnothy 3:4-5:
Colossians I :9- 1 3 ; 2Tinothy 2: 1 5.
Alìer thc teachers discussed the
qualities antl chaacterislics of the
teacher, thcy quickly repofed the
following athibutes:
United with everyone, trustworthy, approachable, rcspectful, humble,
peacemaker, available, faithful, displays fairncss, ability to show lovc and
thejoy ofthe Gospel, values every
soul. I i vcs rightcously. supponivc
household, prayerful, attends all
services, supports thc auxiliaries, keeps
confidences, does not gossip, is ân
example.
1'he study of scripture and church
literature, prayer and fasting, meditation, and allowing the Spirit of God to
lead and direct them werc the responses they gave to the question as to

what actions they take to prepaÌe
thernselves to fulfi ll theirresponsibility.
In asscssing lhe teacher's major
responsibility, it is to teach the congregational members all ofthe facets of
the Gospel ofJesus Christ: the
ordinances, the Church's beliefs, and
the members' dutics. This is generally
accomplished by the teachers visiting
the menibers in their homes, if possible, and by participating in church
seruices. Called ofGod, the teachers
are a valuable segment of the Ministry.
They have a vital role in educating the
rlcnbers regarding their spiritual
devclopment and rnaintaining a rìghteous lifestyle.

The Church in this latter-day time
is blessed with priesthood unity and we

(Continued on page
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We must understand that partaking of communion each week is not only a commandment of
Jcsus Christ, but sustains our spilitual life. Some feel that refraining from taking communion
for each and every mistake we make is the tight thing to do. But in reality, we are staruing
our spirit, and as verse l3 says in this same chapter, "But whoso antong you shall do more
or less than these are not buill upon ny rock, but arc built upon a sandy foundation;
and when the rain descends, and the floods cotne, and the winds blow, an¡l beat upon
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Partaking of communion is a witness to God that we are willing to keep I-Iìs commandments,
and a witness that we will always remember Him ìn evetything we do, say or think. When
we do this, we will always have I-Iis spirit to be with us. There are no magical powers in the
bread or wine itself, but it represents the body and blood ofJesus Christ that was slain upon
the cross, alìd it has given us gracc and pardon for every sin we've ever committed, and even
every sin we will ever commit in the future. When we pray before partaking of the bread and
winc, it is our last oppoftunity to âsk fhe Lord to make us worthy to partake of His body and
blood, and forgive us ofany sins wehave committed, knowing thatall these sins have already
been paid for on the cross. We don't have to pcrform any special ritual or sacrifice any animal
to receive forgiveness, wejust need to have a humble repentant spirit so that we can retain
a remission of our sins that we received in the waters of baptism. I.iow refreshing it is within
oursoul topaftake ofHis bodyandblood, and understand the power that is init. Howfulfilling
it is to partake ofcomrnunion worlhily and always know thatHis spiritwill be with us wherever

wc go.

GRBAT L1\X¡S
Carolyrtr O'Connor

Sl¡te Coll€g€, PA

"Fo¡ whoso eateth and drinketh my flesh and blood unworthìly eateth and drinketh
damnation to his soul; therefore if ye know that a nan is unwortlty to eat and tlrink of
ny flesh and blood ye shall forbid him. Nevefihelesq ye shall not cast hin out lrom
among you, but ye slnll minister unto him and sball przy for hin unto the Father, in ny
natne; and if it so be that he rcpenteth and is baptized in nty nane, then shall ye receíve
hirn, and shall ninister unto him of my flesh and blood" (3 Nephi 18:29-30).

instructed the ministry that those who are not baptized and have not repented of their sins
should not receive communion. That is why in the Church, thc ministry does not pass
communion to thosc .,ryho are not baptized in the Church. But sometimes those that ARE
baptized and HAVE repented oftheir sins, but are making mistakes or stluggling spiritually,
rcfrain liom taking communion. This is like exposing ourselves to the stormy winds, without
a solid spiritual footing. We will be blown over. We rnust retain a remission of our sins every
day ofour lives, It is as easy as praying humbly to the Lord each and every day to forgive us
ofour mistakes we made that day. Paul saidthathe "clied daily." Thisisanormalpartofa
Christian life. Our daily mistakes and shofcomings should not dictate when we take
cot¡n'runion and when we refrain. Ofcourse there ate times when situations arise in our lives
that arc very serious. We must counsel with the ministry, and somctimes we may be asked
to refrain from taking communion until the situationhas been resolved. But I have seen sol¡e
in the Church not take communion frequently, not understanding that they are unnecessarìly
starving thcir spirit.

Lct's live a sanotified life each and every day. Not that we will do everything exactly right,
that would be impossible. We are still in the flesh. Let's prepare ou¡selves each time to
partake of His body and blood, and stand on His amazing grace that will save us in the end.
Ourworks cannotsaveus, butthebody and blood ofJesus will. Parfake ofHis body andblood,
and energize your soul knowing that He died iust for you. What love!
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The

Children's
Corner
By

Sistel Jan Botk

What the Ten
Plagues Proved
(Bxodus Chapters 4-14)

magicians copied this plague, but the
fish in the water died, therc was blood
all throughout Egypt and their god,
Hapi, could not stop it (Exodus 7'r'

you, your people and into your hotnes
and also on the ground. But, in the
land ofGoshen, where my people live,
no swarrns of flies will be there. And
you will know I am the Lord." It
happened and the people saw that tho
great Egyptian god ofbeetles and flies,
called Kheper, had no power! Pharaoh agleed to let the Israelites leave
to go worship God, if Moses would ask
God to remove the swarms of flies!
And thcn hc hardened his hean again
and would not let them go!
The Lord sent Moses to say, "Let
my people go that tltey may serve me.
lfyou refuse, a terrible mutrain
(disease) will happen to your cattle,

chapter). They saw the powcr ofthe
Dear Friends,

Have you ever wondered how
you could tell someone about the true
power of God and have thern believe?
Well, you are not the first person to
have that problem. Moses was sent
by God to lead the Hebrew nations out
of slavery in Egypt. By the time he
was talking to them, they had been
living in Egypt for four hundred years
and were controlled by Pharaoh's

armies and treated like slavcs. They
were also surrounded by people who
worshipped the Pharaoh as a god, and
who served many false gods. In
Sunday school, one ofour elders,
Brother Mike Pandone, explained to us
how God convinccd thc Israelitc
people, and many of thc Egyptians,
that the statues they prayed to were
those of false gods \Ã/ithout any true
power. One by one, God sent a plague
that these so-called gods could not
stand against. One by one, He sliowed
them their idols wcre powelless.
When Moses came to Pharaoh
and told him, God says, "Let my people
go..." thc Pharaoh refused. Moses
warned hirn that if he did not obey
God, that the wâter of the rivers would
be tumed into blood. Egypt depended
on water, transportation and rich soil
after each flooding ofthe powerful
Nile River'. ]'he God of the Nile was
called Flapi and there werc constaût
ceremonies worshipping this rivet.
God turncd the rivet water and all of
the water in ponds and storagc containers into blood. The Pharaoh's

(Continued on Page 1 I )

one, true God.

Again, the Lorcl sent Moses and his
brother, Aaron, to tho Pharaoh to tell
him, "Let niy people go, thât they may
serve me. If you refuse, I will send
millions offrogs across the land. They
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will be in your houses, your food, your
beds and everywhcrc you walk!" It
happcncd. Horliblc crawling. jutnping
fiogs were everywhere. For the first
time, Pharaoh admitted the powor of
God whcn he called to Moses and said,
"Ask the Lord to take awây the frogs
from me, and my pcople and I will let
the Israelitc people go that they may
worship God." h Ëgypt, there wâs a

frog goddess, Hekct. lt was against
the law to even kill a frog. Now they
were being smashed and trod upon.
When thcy died, their stinking bodies
were heaped up and bumed. Where
was the power of Heket? Now
everyone could see this god had no
power and was false also! (Exodus 8'h
chapter).
As soon as the frogs died,
Pharaoh again hardened his heart.
This time God sent a plague of itching,
rniserable lice. The priests of Egypt
were required to shave all their hair off
evcry day and wolc a single tunic

(robc) lor cleanlincss. lmaginc thcir
powerlessness when the lice covered
their bodics. This plague could not bc
copicd by thc Egyptian ntagicians
(Exodus 8: 19). But Pharaoh would not
let the Israelite slaves go.
So thc Lord told Moses, tell
Pharaoh, "lfyou will not let my people
go, Ì will send swarms of flies upon
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Church Education
News
of lessons
and knowledge available at your
lìngerlips on the intemet rnay be a wellkept secret to many in The Church of
Jesus Christ. We are speaking about
Perhaps the wealth

nearly 100 lessons and other learning/
teaching resources developed by the
Church Education Lesson Writing
Project participants, past ând present,
specifically lor and about the Church.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to
utilize thesc valuable rcsourccs
These lcssons and resources are
located on the Church's website,
www.thechu¡chof csuschrist.org, and
contain lesson plans for the Bible,
Book of Mormon, and topics unique to
the Restoration and to The Cliurch of
Jesus Christ. l,essons have been
developed for preschoolers thru adults,
and include: scliptural references;
illustrations; âctivities; coloring sheets;
and PowerPoint presentations. These
lessons may be accessed hvo ways: 1)

click "Cliurch Education" on the left
side ofthe Church website, or 2)
simply go lo www.churchlcssons.orq.
Thesc lcssons may be utilized by
MBA, Sunday School or Ladies' Uplifi
Circle teachcrs, or by anyone who has
an interest in the Church. Topics
include but are not limifed lo: History/
Structure ofthe Church; Faith and
Doctrine; Divine Gifts; Ordinances;
Apostles' Messages; Life Lessons and
Commandments; Life of Jesus;
Scripture Stories and Characters. As
a reminder, the General Church Priesthood assembly reaffirmed that only the
authorized King James Version of the
I'Ioly Bible is to bc used in teaching and
preaching in our branches and missjons.

New lessons are continuously
bcing pubJished. In 2008, thc following
lessons were published:
Faith (as dcmonstrated by the
Brofher of Jared), grades Preschool-9;
The Jaredites Travel to the Promised
Land, grades l0-Adult;
A Fi¡'m Foundation - Thc Building

.
.

.

Blocks of The Church ofJesus

.

Christ, grades Preschool-6 and l0-A;

DivineRevclation/RevealingThings
tliat Are Hidden, grades Preschool-

.

Kindergarten;
Divine Revelation/Joseph's Dreams,
grades 1-3;

. Divine Revelation/Saul, gtades 4-6;
. Divine Revelation/God 's Plan

.

Revealed to Christopher Colurnbus,
grades 7 -9;
Dìvine Revelation/Upon this Rock,
grades 10-Adult;
Family Honor, gradcs 7-Adult;

.

grades Preschool-6 and 1O-Adult;
The Fruit of the Spirit - Joy, grades

.

Preschool-3;
The Fruit of the Spirit--Peace,

.

grades Preschool-Adult;
Thc Fruit of the Spirit - Longsuffering, grades Preschool-Adult;

.
.

The F¡uit ofthe Spirit

-

Love,

Thc Plan ofRedemption The Tree

.

of Life, grades Preschool-6;
Obcdience is Better Than Sacrifice,

.
.
.
.
.

grades Preschool-9;

Ordinances of God, grades Prc-

school-Adult;
Zeniff is Overuealous and Slow to
Remcmber the Lord, grades 4-6;
Abinadi Teaches the Ten Commandrnents, grades l-3;
Alma Holds the People of God
Accountable for Their Sins, grades

70.

King Mosiah Liberates His People;
grades 4-6;
A¡e Your Garments White or
Spotted? Grades 7-9.

You canjoin the many volunteers
fron.r the ministry and membership to
contribute to this important Church

project. Contact your Region Education Coordinator and attend a Lesson

Writing Session. Lcsson Writers/
Reviewers along with everyone with
artistic talent are essential to continued
succcss.
Do yourselfa favor and review
these lessons for yourself. You

will

be

surprised at the wealth ofknowledge
they contain. Utilize them for your
own personal growth and understanding ofthe Church, and use them to
educate others, so tbey too may understand what makes The Church of Jesus
unique and the true Church. Let's not
keep these lcssons a \.vcll-kcpt secret

anywhere. Please share this information fieely to all in your branches and
missions.

ffi

.FÐo

Announcement
Pacific and Southwest Area
Ladies' Uplift Circle
Joint Fellowship Weekend,

Iune5,6&7,2009

.

.

Wå

GG

Phoenix, Arizona
Contâct Sister Debbie
Kyriakakos@ljkl,nakakos@yahur.com

or 619-392-3794(cel|)
or925-344-4334 (home)

for registralion forms
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Be a Blessing
Spread His Love

Share Your Testimony

Visit...
www.thechurchofjesuschrist-g m ba.org
and sign up today!
lmpact a Life

Make New

Friends

Meet the Saints

Experience His Powet
Work for God
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Brother Ken asked Sister Maria
to tell about herself and how she came
to the Church. She told us ofthe

A Historical Weekend in
Houston, TX
By

SisteL

Karen WatfoLd

On November 1, 2008, history
was made in the Houston, Texas
work feet washing was held there
for the very first time. In the past, the
saints had to travel three to four hours
to the Ft. Worth Branch for feet
washing. Brother Rich Nath, ordained
teacher, Sister Karen Watford, ordained deaconess, and Sisters Brigetta
CraflMuehlenweg, Karen BonaduceScott, Angela Sgro and Maria Madriffi

rcceived a blessed visit by Brother
Ken Jones and his wife, Sister Bennie,
and Sister Gertie Van De Weghe,
along with Brother Bill Buffa, Brothcr
Jerry and Sister Linda Morle, and
Brother Adrian Vasquez, all of the Ft,

Worth Branch.
Saturday af'temoon, the brothers
and sisters from Ft. Worth lnet with
Sister Karen Watford to travel the
hour's distance to Sister Brigetta
Craft-Muehlenweg's home where

Brother Rich Nath would meet us.
Brigetta's husband, Bill, requested to
be anointed by Brother Ken because

CA'f

souls with thanksgiving

a

The doctors were very concemed
because all of the symptoms leaned
towards a tumor. As Brother Ken
anointed him, tears filled Bill's eyes,
and everyone lclt a wonderluJ spirit.
Too soori, we had to continue on
our journey onto Sister Maria's home
in Beaumont--a one-hour trip.
Sister Maria met us all outside the
door with tears ofjoy. Brother Jerry
played the Songs of Zion, and Brother
Ken spoke on the hope that we have
spoke ofthe love
of God and of thc lovc wc have one
for another. Brother Jerry spoke of
the Samaritan womall to whom Jesus
gave thc living water that would never
run dry. Brother Rich followed by
speaking of the commandment to love
others "as I have loved you."

lcct. Altcr a limc spenl in rejoicing
with cach othcr, the time came for us
to depart from onc another until we
are able to all meet again in another
season ofrejoicing and praise to oùr
Lord,
The doctors have since repeated
all of Bill's tests, and all tests returned
showing no evidence ofcancer. All of
his synptoms are gone, and he is back
to normal. Whaf a merciful, âwesolne,
Ioving Father! We praise lìis namc!

present gave lheir testimony of God's

blessings upon them in their lives and
how I'Ie brought each ofus to this part
ofthe vineyard. Our Father is exceedingly loving, kind and gracious.
Communion was served. Oh,
how sweet the bread and wine that
represent Christ's body and blood
given for us! As we proceeded on to
rhe leet washing portion ofthc scnr'iec.
Sister Maria remarked that she hasn't
been able to participate in feet wâshing
for 39 years. She was overcome with
joy to be able to pafticipate once more.
The Spirit of God was on us so grcatly
this evening and fìlled our hearts and

andjoy. How

can we ever sufficiently praise IJis
name?
All awoke to a breathtakingly

scan showe d a spot on his lung.

ofZion. Brother Bill

hardships she suffered in ltaly as a
young girl during WWII, how she
came to be married to an ltalian man
in the United States. how she met the
Church, was baptized and âttended the
Lorain, Ohio Branch, her husband's
death, her remaniage and relocation to
Beaumont, Texas, and hcr reinstatement in November 2001, As Sister
Maria was giving her testimony, Sister
Bennie saw an angel standing beside
hcr with the angeJ's hand resting on
Sister Maria's shoulder. Each one

and Sister Gertie washed each othcr's

beautiful Sunday morning. Brother
Ken had different brothers read
Revelation l2: I -8, 2 Thessalonians 2"d
Chapter, and Matthew 28'ì' Chapter.
I-Ie explained how they prophesy

of

the apostasy and the restoration of the
Gospel and the restoration ofthe
House ofIsrael. After a wonderful
season of testilnony, cornmunion was
ser¡¡ed. Then we proceeded on to the
feet washing portion ofour service.
As Brother Jerry was washing Brother
Ilill's feet, Brother Bì11 felt a presence
pass between hirn and Brother Jerry.
Sister Bennie had a deep desire to
wash Sister Linda's feet sínce she
rnoved to the Ft. Worth area, and
today was the day she was granted
her deep desire. Sister Karen proclaimed that she had never felt the
Spirit ofGod so slrongly in a feet
washing service as she did when she

An Experience
And he said, "God is good."
And they answercd, "All the time."
On Wednesday, March 1 1, 2009,
my grandson, Aaron Olexa, can
ceÌtâinly repeat the above line.
Aalon and two of his friends had
been riding their rnotorcycles all day.
As Aaron was coming home to go to
church for the Wednesday night
meeting, a car ran a stop sign across
two lanes of traffic and drove directly
in front of him. I'Ie had to make a
decision immediately; eitherhit the car
and halm the driver, or swerve and
lock up the bike. FIe swerved and the
bike )ocked up. The bike slid 30 feet in
one direction and he went flying and
rolled about seven times the other
way. As he was lying there, he
covered his head, fearing that the
oncoming cars would hit him, but his
partners were off their bikes and
stopping traffic.
Aaron was not badly hurt (thank
God), but the bike was damaged. He
was dazed, but managed to get up. By
the timc he got up the car that had cut
him off was gone. He had bad road
rash on his right leg, some cuts and
bruises and a vely sore shoulder, but
tlìat was nothing compared to how this
accidcnt could have ended fatally.
As Aaron relatcd this experiencc
in his branch (Metuchen, NJ), we were
all able to say with him, "God is good."

And they answered, "All the time."
Sister Betty D'Orazio
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Effect of a Faithful Mother

Missionary Trip to Ghana

Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 3

Sunday we now rejoice with them as
they praise God saying, "From a van,
to the house of the King!" Praise God

for our spiritual niother, The Church

of

Jesus Christ!

Thank You Mom!
On

a personal note,

I can trrrly

ccho the words ofNephi as he expressed his thankfulness ofbeing born
ofgoodly parents (1 Nephi l:1). I

know of a surety that I would not havc
the many blessings in my life had it not
been for thc efforts, love, and teachings of my own mother. I recall many
times as young boys my mother would
take my brother and I with her as she
would visit our older blothers and
sisters in their homes while encouraging them with her love and fellowship.
I remember one time in particular
whcn we went to visil one of our
sisfers who was in a nursing home at
the time, and had lost one ofher legs
due to amputation. I was so humbled
by the way my mothcr rcached out to
our sister. and these rypes of experiences affected us deeply as young
boys. We learned very early in lilè to
love, respect, and appreciate our older
brothers and sisters. We went to their
homes and felt like we wcre drinking
at the fountain ofblessing. These
visits in the homes ofthe sailts helped
to place me on the plain road as Nephi
says (2 Nephi 4:32). I would not have
had these blessings and memories had

not my mother set this exâmple. I
could give rnany other exarnples on
behalfofmy own mother, and I am
sure you could as woll. In summary, I
just want to say "tlank you" to my
natural mother who I love with all my
hear1. Thank you Mom for all you
have done and continue to do. And to
rny "spiritual" mother, The Church of
Jesus Christ, I am ever grateful for all

ofyou

as

well.

Happy Mother's Day
to all our mothers.

heart and the main aúety was completely blocked. Thc doctor said ro me
that I would die before morning.
While the nurse was consoling me I
told her, "I shall not die because I have
not finished rny duties as a minister of
the Restored Gospel." I made my
way home and informed my family
what the test reports were and what
the attending physician told me.
Hearing the news they were afraid,
but I encouraged them and said, "l
shall not die."
Al l0:45 p.rn. on December 23,
2004, I suffered a severe hcârt attack
and I was thrown out of the bed onto
the floor. My sons were standing by
my bed, and when they saw what had
occurred they held mc in their arms.
My eyes were open but I could not
rcmcmber anything of what had
happened to me until I came to myself
some moments latef.
Brothers of the Priesthood werc
called, prayer was offered and looking
upon my condition they took me to see
thc physician at thc hospital. Secìng
tbe reaction ofmy physical, he knowing ofmy condition said, "I do not
understand why you are still living." I
was taken into the intensive care unit
for special observatìon and h eatnent.
'Ihe stâff on duty took another
echocardiogram and set of chest Xrays. This tinìe the tests revealed that
with the main artery blocked, there
were 2 srnall vcins that were carrying
blood to the hcart. I remained in the
hospital for a short while and was
released. Praise God, because ofmy
FAITH, I am still alive four years
later, God healed and mended my
hearl ald has preserved my life. My
work for the Lord and His Church is
not yet finished.

Experience #2
While I, Evangelist Ford K.
Boadu, was recovering from my
recent heart attack, there werc no
Elders ofthe Church availablc to
anoint and pray for onc of our Church
members who bccame critically ill. I
was called lo thc villagc of Odumasi

where we have a branch of our

Church to pray for the brother who
was very sick.
Though I could not walk briskly,
was able to find a taxi close by and
rode to the village of Odumasi, 52

I

kilometcrs fiom my home. It was a 75
minute drivc and my strengtlì was
almost gone,

When I affived at the hospital, I
notified that I was going to have
to pray for a brother who was in a
dcep coma and almost dead. The
doctors were trying to revive him, but
vr'as

to no avail.

Though I was very feeble and my
body was not strong, God knew my
faith and I was strong in the Spirit. I
know very well the God that we
worship and serve. I anointed our
brother with oil and offered a prayer of
revival and healing, and to the amazement of all who were present even the
physician who was attending to him.
God would show His power of healing
and raise him up and deliver him from
his affliction. After prayer I called him
by name and he responded imrnediately to the câll and he sat up in bed.
My Comments JP: This brolher
was at our meeting in lhc Apromasi
Branch of the Church the Sunday we
wcrc priviÌeged to worship with the
saints in Ghana. FIe bore testimony to
this experiencc in the Twi language.

Experience #3
In the month ofJune 2008 I had
anothcr miraculous encounfe¡ with
God. While working on my farm I
accidently tripped, lost my balance, and
fell into a big hole. The way that I had
fallen caused me to have a broken
back. The pain that followed because
ofthe injury was unbearable and I
was unable to walk. I was carried to
the hospital where X-rays showed the
back was broken. and the attcnding
physicians declared me useless.
The doctors advised me if they
would operate and try to repair the
damage that was done, in all probabil-

ity I would never walk again. I would
have to be confined to a wheel chair
for the rest of my life. Knowing the
God I have served for so lnany years,
hcving sccn antl expelienced His
miraoulous hand of healing many times
in my life as well in the lives of our

May,2009
brothers and sisters, I knew where I
would have ro turn for help. My
imrnediate reply to the doctor was, "I
believe in divinc healing and the God I
worship and serve will heal mc."
Seeing the condition ofmy body
and knowing the severe injury I
sustainctl and thc pain I was cxperiencing, the doctor admitted me to the
hospital for rnedical treatment. I
requested an Elder be called to come
and anoint me. My full faith and
complete confidence was in the Lord,
knowing that He would not forsake or
leave mc and overlook thc accident
that occuned to me. "Praise to our
God, because in 3 weeks I was completely healed of the broken back and
without surgery." Is our God alive and
does He perform milacles as He has
donc in all ages of time'l Yes, He is a
God that is alive today who is the same
as He was in days past because in
IIim there is neither variableness nor
shadow ofchanging.

Experience #4

Elders and Teachers Seminars
Cont¡nued from Page 4

are thankful our Church allows us the
assurance and comfort to undcrstand
whât will takc placc in our day and
age. We as The Church of Jesus
Chrst are thankful for all of the
sincere of heart believers and look

forward to oul Lord's plan lor llis
family. God be wilh our ordained
lcaders as they lead us on His paths of
lighteousness.

The Children's Comer
Continued from Page 6
horses, camels, oxel and sheep. But
nothing will happen to the animals that
belong to the children oflsrael." This
was a great insult to mâ y, many of
the false gods worshipped by the
Egyptians who were in the form of
cats, cows, dogs, and bulls. Thousands
and thousands of animals sickened and
died. These statucs had no power
over the one true God; but Pharaoh
still would not let thcni go.
The Lord told Moscs and his
brother, Aaron ,"Take dust out ofthe
ashcs of thc lulnacc and sprinklc it
toward the heaven in the sight ol the
Pharaoh. lt shall become like dust in all
the land and shall be boils (terrible,
painful blisfers) upon man and beasts
of the Egyptians. Instead of asking the

One of our aged sistels, an
ordained Deaconess ånd among the
first to accept the Restored Gospel and
The Church of Jesus Chlist in the
Apromasj Branch. rclatcd an cxpcrience ofGod's mìraculous hand of
protcction in her lile. She was sitting
in hcr living roorn and heard a voicc
tcll hcr to go into the kitchen area. As
she entered into the kitchen, a po\ryerful stonn arose with high winds and
one, true God for help when they werc
heavy rain thât caused the roof of her
home to cave in, and the debris fell in
sick, they called on statues of Imhotep
the living room where she had been
and Sekhmet, physician gods and
god for magic and healing.
related
that
the
Lord
Thoth,
sitting. She
Thesc false gods failed tliern and all
spoke to her in ân audible voice to
movc into the kitchen and had she not
were in hideous pain.
listened and remained where she was
God walned Pharaoh (Exodus
sitting, there was no question she
9: 13-35), "l will send all my plagues
. . .That you will know there is none
would have been severely injured or
even experienced a loss of her life.
like me in all the earth. . .Tomorrow I
All we can add to these powerful
will cause it to rain a very grievous
and glorious cxpcticnces is "Praise be
hail, like there has never been in
to our wonderful God."
Egypt. Send and gather in your cattle,
and scrvants and bring them inside."
My appeal to each ofyou who
The next day a horible storm with hail,
may read this arlicle is to Lemember
our brothers and sisters of the Church
rain, and lightcning that sent fire along
the ground, killed anyone and anything
throughoutthe various mission fields in
prayer for God's providence and ptotec- outside. The huge crops offlax and
tion becausc of thc rnany challenges
barley were ruined. Only the wheat
they are confronted with on a daily basis. and rye lived. The Egyptian sky god

l1

Nut, and Seth, the god ofcrops did not
save anyone. But in the land of
Goshen where God's people the
Israelites lived, none were harmed.
Pharaoh again called for Moses
and said he would release the slaves.

When the storms stopped, he changed

his mind. The Lord said to Moses, "I
have hardened his heaú so I might
show these my signs bcfore him. And
you may tell your children's children
what happened in Egypt so you will
know I ani God."
Moses warned Pharaoh, "If you

will not let us go, God will send locusts
to cover the facc of the cadh and eat
any crops that escaped the hail. They
will fill your houses and land!" When
Pharaoh refused, God sent a wind
from the east thât canied millions of
locusts. The Egyptian god ofcrops,
Seth, could not protect them. They ate
every green thing.
Pharaoh repented and God sent a
west wind that blew the insects away.
Again he changed his nind. And God
told Moses, "Stretch forth your hand
towards the heavens so thât there may
be darkness which can be felt." And
lhere was such thick darkness fo¡
three days that people were afiaid to
raise up and move. But all the children
oflsrael had light in their dwellings.
The famous sun god Horus or Tem,
god ofsunset did not help the Egyptians. Pharaoh told Moses, "You may
go. Just leave your flocks and herd"
(theirs were dead from hail and
diseases).

Moses replied, "No. We need ou¡
animals to sacrifice and worship God."
So Pharaoh was angry and would not
let them go, God told Moses, "l will
bring one more plague on Pharaoh.
Afterward he will let you go. Speak
now to the people and havc everyone
borrow gold and silvcr from their
Egyptian neighbors. .About midnight I
will go out into the land of Egypt. All
ofthe firstbom of animals and people
will dic, from Pharaoh to his servânts...
Pharaoh will not listen to you so that
rny wonders will be multiplied in the
land ofEgypt." God told the Israelites
to mark the outside of their doorway
with blood fiom a sacrifìced lamb and
(Continued on Page 12)
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Children Blessed
Peyton Keith Jankowski, son of
Brother Andy and Carla Jankowski
was blessed on August 31, 2008 at thc
For1

Worth, Texas Branch.

Mia Savannah DiFede, daughter
of Brorher Carmen and Sister Lori
DiFede was blessed on March 29, 2009
in the Lake Wodh, Flo¡ida Branch.
Macaiah Hippolyte, was blessed
in the Treasure Coâst, Florida Branch.
Savannah Marie Williams, daughter of Sister Nina ând James Williams
was blessed on April 5, 2009 in the
Spartanburg, South Carolina Branch.
Gianna Elizabeth McClelland,
daughter ofFred and Kimberly

McClelland was blessed on April 5,
2009 ât the Brunswick, Maine Branch.
Paisley Skye Hood, daughter of
Brother Chad and Sister Tawnya
Hood was blessed on April 12,2009 at
the Mesa, Arizona Branch.

Amelia Blue Crafts, daughter of
Kevin and Tabitha Onorato Crzfts was
blessed on April 20, 2008 at thc
Brunswick, Maine Branch.

Baptisms and
Reinstatements
Brother Kevin Mashburn was
reinstated on March 8, 2009 at thc Fott
Worth, Texas Branch.
Brother Joshua Barnes was
baptized on April 5 ,2009 attheLlberty,
Ohio Branch. He was baptized by
Brother Wayne Martorana and confirmed by Brother Ralph Cartino, Sr.

Ordinations
Brother Andre Francione was
ordained an elder on April12,2009 at
the Liberty, Ohio Branch. His feet
were washed by Brother Frank
Giovannone and he was ordained by
Brother Ralph Cartino.

Brother Lucas Maforana was
ordained a teacher on April 12,2009 at
the Liberry, Ohio Branch. His feet
were washed by Brother Ron
Giovannone and he was ordained by
Brother Wayne Madorana.

OBITUARIES
MARCUS VALLEJO

Spiritual Anniversaries
Sister Virginia Rose celebrated
50 years in The Church of Jesus Christ
on May I i,2008.

Address Change
Name
Address

B¡arch or Mission

Brother Marcus Vallejo of the
Fort Worth, Texas Branch, passed on
to his reward on December 2i, 2008.
He is survived by his wife, Sister
Margaret Vallejo; sons, daughters,
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

MANUEL S. CASILLAS
Brother Manuel S. Casillas of the
Fort Worth, Texas Branch, passed on
to his reward on January 8,2009. He
is survived by his wife, Sister Mary
Casillas; one son, Brother Tommy
Casillas; one daughter, Sister Donna
Casjl lasl thrcc grandchildrcn, Kevin
Tumer, Brother David Casillas and
Sistcr Stephanie Casillas; one greaG
granddaughter and one sister.

The Children's Comer
Continued from Pâge
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to stay inside so the Angel ofdeath
would pass over them. They listened.
All their firstborn were saved. A

honible cry went over the land thât
\ryas not a house where
there was not one dead (Exodus 12:12
& l3). "...and against all the gods of
Egypt, I fthe Lord] will execute
judgement." The Pharaoh, who was
worshipped as a god, even after death,
could not protect the Egyptians. None
ofthe false gods could help or fight
against the one true God. Pharaoh set
the Israelites free.
A new nation was being formed
during this time. In the old days, when
night as there

the Egyptians had power, they could
force the Israelite people to show
rcspect for their statues and godless

holidays. Now they were free! After
four hundred years ofbeing in Egypt,
the people of God were being shown
the power ofthe one true God. This is
the God over all, whom we serye
today, the one lrue God and His
beloved son, Jesus. This is the God
who can convince nations FIe is true.
Let Him guide you and lead you too.
Withlove,
Sìster Jan

June,2009
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Graduation and Commencement
By Brother Richard Scaglione,
Graduation is usually

considered

Sr.

room, surrounded by your friends, has

the ended. Now you must embark on the
completion ofyour high school or
next phase ofyour life-the applicacollege education. Students from
tion ofyour education and skills.
both levels will lineup, proudly walk
Doubts, and perhaps fears, emerge as
across a stage, ând accept a diploma you anticipatc what may lie ahead.
or have a degree conferrcd upon
It is notable that many of our
them. This indicates you have com- graduating shrdents are baptized
pleted a vital pcriod in your lives and members of The Church of Jesus
have eamcjd the right to toss your
Christ. Your testimonies bear evidence
cap high into the air and shout, "I
that God has helped you through your
made it!" As you accept your welldifficult times, and He has brought
deserved token ofsuccess, will you
you this far. Regardless ofyour future
take time to reflect on the years of
plans, you must allow the Lord to
to be an "ending event," marking

hard work, effoft, and determination guide your decisions and open the
that have brought you this far? Cer- doors to your future. The best advice
tainly this is a time to remember your one can offer are the words of Alma
achievements and, at the same time, to his son Helaman (Alma 37:37).
recall specific memories which possi- Palt of this verse reads, "Counsel
blyproduced frustrations and concems. with the Lord in all thy doings, and he
Perhaps you will think, "l am finally
will direct thee for good..."
ftnished; no more teâchers and no
Finally, wherever you go or
more books! I have graduated!" whatever you do, let the light ofJesus
Now you are faced with the
Christ be ¡eflected in your lifc. Others
seoond related part of your gradua- around you will quickly sec that you
tion-¡ommencement. You may
are different, Use your knowledge
have listened to the guest speaker
and skills to God's honor and glory,
who ¿ttempts to prepare you for
and you will be a success in all you do.
what lies ahead and how to be
The words ofChrist are most approsuccessful. Maybe the stark,
priate for you to consider: "Ye are

unexpectedrealitywillsuddenlyhit thelightoftheworld. Acitythatis

you like a bolt oflightning. Your
sheltered envjronment ofthe class-

set on an

5:14).

hill cannot

be

Blessings atApril
2009 General Church
Spiritual Conference
Attendees at the April 2009
General Church Spiritual Conference
at the World Conferencc Center April
l7- l9 had come prepared for the
Lord's blessings and they were
rewarded by basking in the glory of
the Restored Gospel ofJesus Christ.
From the fìrst services on Friday
when the Elders and Teachers gathereti until the final prayer at the
Sunday seruice, there were many
manifestations of the Spirit of God,
with revelations, participation in the
Lord's ordinances, and inspiring
preaching and singing ofhymns filling
the glorious time togcther.
On Friday moming, the Elders
and Teachers panook (Jl the ordinances of the Lord's Supper and fee!
washing. The center rows of the
auditorium were filled with the brothels in anticipation ofboth ordinances,
and a reveÌent spirit was prevalent.
The feet washing period lasted more
than an I l/2 liours. Many praycrs
were uttered by the brothers, as they
were able to wash the feet of brothers
tlìey may not have known prior to this
service. Two rows came forward at a
time and one row washed feet and

hid" (Matthew
(Continued on Page4)
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Get Connected.
Stay Connected.
Sister Carolynn O'Connor
On March l, 2009 the brothers,
sisters, and friends of the Great Lakes
Rcgion gathcrcd a1 Bunon Hall in
Livonia Michigan for the Spring
Region Conference. Thìs meeting
was the finale to a weekcnd of
worship [ollowing out Rcgion business
nìeeting on the previous day.
The rneeting was opened by
Bother Jcff Giannetti. "We are part
of The Church of Jesus Christ and the
family ofGod and there is no distinction of what branch we are from, we
are all saints ofthe living God."
"Behold how good and pleasant

it is when the b¡ethren are in unity. I
had that leeling the day before at the
business rneeting." Brother Jcff
shared with us the thoughts of the
ministry as they met, "They w¿ìnt you
to know as their flock, how much they
love you, and how seriously they take
your welfare. They are willing to
Iabor and toil that your soul may be
saved in the kingdom. As ministry we
are concerned that you would be
victorious every day. That not onc,
not one single soul would bc lost.
This group," Brother Jeff said as he
spread his arms to refer to the
ministry, "is committed to that."
Brother Jeff continued, "My
theme today is an invitation to get
connected, Whether a member or not
I invite you today to connect yourself
to Jesus Christ. I assure you today
tlìat we serve a God who is victoty
and not defeat. Are you connected in
him today?"
Brother Jcff read f¡oln John
I1:38-44 where Jesus raises Lazarus
four days following his dcalh. Jesus
asked thcm to remove the stone that
covered the cave where Lazarus lay.
"What He did, He did for their benefit
that they might know that victory
comes through Jesus Christ. I thought
about how impo|tant it is that we are
connected to the Lord Jesus Cbrist. I
belicve that you are here today to
strcngtherr that conncction. There is

not a bctlcr day lor that. Thcrc is

an

enemy of our soul thât seoks to takc
victory away from you and break the
colìnection that you have with the
Lord. if we start to think that we can
do it on our own, we are wrong. We
are only as strong as our connection
to the Lord,"
Brother Jeff referred back to the
story of Lazuras. "When Jesus said
'Take ye away the stone,' Why did
He need the stone to be removed?
Afier He was crucified, Hc walked
through the stonc when He rcsu¡rccted. This was concerning to me so
I made it a matter of prayer and the
thought carne to mc that the stone had
to be removed for IIim to work in our
life; we need to have direct connection with Him. We must removc the
banisrs. What is our stone todaY?"
"Thc connection never brcaks, it
is always on, and is never interrupted
on Ifis side. Our connection has a
switch that we choosc to turn on or
off. When it is on, what a glorious
place it is. Flowing from the connection is His Spirit, His wisdom, His
glory and we hâve every tool we need
to never lose it if we have our switch
on. With His l{oly Spirit it gives us
power to overcome. We cannot be
defeatedl In my life, God has never
disconnected from me."
Brother Jeffclosed by asking us
agaín, "Are you connected today?"
Tongues were spoken and the
interpretâtion .,vas, "Take heed, take
hccd ro lhc words of my servant.
Though he is not perfect, I have
perfected him by rny \¡/ords sâith the

Lord."
Brother f)avid Lovalvo spoke
next. "Our intention is that you would
go home feeling blessed and that your
lives would be changed. That You
would find something thatwould alter
your thinking, touch your heat, that
you would be motivated 10 live a sp¡rit
rich life."
Brother David continued the
theme Brother Jeffhad brought
forward and added that the connection ¡equires action on our part. He
coürpared the connection to a water
tap thât is always there but you need
to turn it on for wâter to flo\x from it.
He spoke about the Brothcr of Jared
and how they built barges but had no

light to get across the water. "The
Brother of Jared went to the Lord to
ask how they would mâke it without
light. On his own he wenf to get the
stones and asked the Lord to touch
them to makc light. The Lord wants
to connect us though our own actions
and determination. He wants us to
use our own efforts to rcach him. He
wants us to have the faith and confidence and trust. Isn't it beautiful that
all we have to do is try?"
Brother David then shared a
personal experience where he felt
connectcd to the Lord after he lost his
job. In this experience the Lord used
the story of the Brother ofJared bY
telling Brother David to "get thc
stones" and to ¡ernind Brother David
to put the efforl in tô connect with the
Lord so that He could help him.
Brother Lyle Criscolo followed
by speaking about what the Apostle
Paul wrote in Romans 8:3 5, 38 & 39,
"Who shall separate us from thc love
ofChrist? shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril or sword? For I am
persuaded, that neither dcath, nor life,
nor angels, norprincipalities, nor

powers, nor things prcscnl, nor things
to come...shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in

Christ Jesus our Lord." Brother Lyle
encouraged us to get rid ofanything in
our lives (remove the stones) that
sepalate us from the connection with
the Lord. "The only one that has control of tlìe sr¡r'itch is us. Wbat is too
big for my God? No matter what you
are facing, it is not too big for rny God.
Brother Duane Lovalvo, recentlY
retuming from a missionary trip to
Vcnezuela followed. Hc spoke from
thc s'hchapler of Matlhew Iegarding
removing the stone that stands
between us and God in our lives.
"You may bc thinking today, what is
thât storìe for me? Jesus said that if
thy right haûd offend thee, cut it off
and cast it from thee. He also says to
put it far from your life so you can't
get it back."
Brothe¡ l)uane spoke about his
lecent trip with Brother Daniel Mora
and somc ofthe challenges that they
(Continued on Page 4)
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us about the spiritual and numerical

Conference

growth we anticipate through the
DOC's endeavors. Brother Jim said

By Brother Anthony Carlinale
The Pacifrc Region convened in

Bell, California on March 7 and 8,
2009 for its annual business conference and spiritual gathering. Wc wcrc
so blessed during the whole weekend
to see, hear and feel the Spirit of God
moving in rnany diffèrent ways, as we
were united in the purpose ofconducting thc business ofthe region.
God orchestrated ând tied a
couple of themes throughout the
conference. The two central points
that God kept bringing forth were that
we are to "Trust in the Lord" and that
"We Arc His People to Build Ilis
Kingdom on Ear1h."
The conference officially starled
on Saturday, March 7, when our
region President, Brother Stacey

Light, welcomed the Church's
ordained officers to thc closed
morning session ofthe conference.
He encouraged everyone there to

was Sound the Battle Cry. Hearing
the people of God raisc lheir voiccs in
harmony was awesome!
In Brother Tony Picciuto's
thought-provoking, high impact style
o1-preaching. he raised the question,

work together, even though we have
different managernent and leadership
styles. It was emphasized that we
must work together to motivate our
young people, evenpairing up with
them as mentors.
Rcgion Apostles Thomas Libe¡to
and Paul Liberto reinforced thât
although we liave limited resources
(financial and human resources), we
still must do all we can for the honor
and glory of God. We cannot rely on
our narural hu man primitive tools

(abilities)to accomplish the building

the "high octane" brothers on the
committee are very committed to the
work, but that in reality all members
of The Church of Jesus Christ are
mr'mbers ol the DOC in this commission to spread the Gospei.
To be reunited with the members
of the family of God from whom we
havc been separated since the last
region conference filled our souls with
extreme joy. Many have their battle
sca¡s since we last met, but they
remain steadlàst in the hope of
salvation and the future ofthe
Church. Many beautiful songs rang
out in praise to God throughout the
service. The last congregational song
we had sung prior to thc pÌeaching

of

the kingdom. We have to use the
Lord's spiritual tools offasting and

prayer, studying the Scripturcs, as
well as lhe tools ofloving. crnbracing
and caring for one another. We
personally do not have all wisdom and
need to work together with everyone's individual talents and gifts for
the welfare ofthe Church.
Brother Jim Huttenberger, the
e hairman ol the DOC (Domestic
Outreach Committee), spoke about
thc exciting work the commiltec is
doing domestically. The PowerPoìnl
plesentation that he provided excited

"In whom do we trust?" He read
from Psalm ll8:8-9, "It is better to
trust in the Lord than put confldence ìn man. It is better to trust in
thc Lord lhan to pul conl-tdence in
ptinces." He spoke ofthe bâttles we
are in, i.e. spiritual, financial, and

family, etc. and how we must trust in
lhe Lord during thc difficult time in
which we are living. There is an
enemy to our souls and we must
encourage people to go on. Many
mind-stimulating questions were
asked, such rs, "What is our role in
the army of God?" and "Who do we

first the kingdon ofGod, and hts
righteousness and all these things
[food, drink, clothing, etc.] shal|
be added ùnto you" (Matthew
6:33). FIe also spoke many other
marvelous things and gave a pelsonal
experience regarding the Lord's
faithfulness.
Brother Thomas P. Liberto
followed by speaking of the faithfulne ss of Ammon recorded in Alma I7
He related how he had focus, pat ¡ence and dclermination working
with an angry and fierce socicty, just
as we encounter today. Ammon
even bccame a faithful servant to thc
king and set forth a good example.
Along with the rightpositive attitude
and all these attributes, and most of
all by the Spirit ofGod, the king and
his people were convertcd unto the
Lord. His life, as our life should be,
was a testimony to everyone around

him.
On Sunday morning, Bell

Branch Presiding Eldcr Justin Paxon
gave a gracious welcome to everyone
at the church. Again, the songs of
praise filled the building coming in
many different ways, from many
different people, but the same singular Spiritofcod accompanied them all.
Brother Sal Azzinaro was the
opening preachcr Sunday morning
and continued the themes to "Trust
in the Lord" and "We Are His
Peoplc to Build I-Iis Kingdom."
Initially, he referenced Luke l2:32,
"Fear not, |ìttle flock; for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom," and Exodus l9:5-6,
". . .If ye will obey my voice indeed,

trust in--Democrats, Republicans,
congressmen, President Bush,
President Obama or others?" In
these difficult times, we must remember that God is the same yesterday,
today and will be 1'orever. God is
stable, secure and absolute while
everythiûg we sec around us changes
and is insecure (money values, ourjob
seculity, etc.), including our physical
bodies. However, we cannot afford
to change spiritually, but we rnust be
renewed through the Lord's Spirit and

and keep my covenant, then ye shall
be a peculiat treasurc unlo me above
all people: lor all the earth is mine:
And ye shall be unto me a kingdom
of priests, and an holy nation. . ." He
spoke of the tremendous love God
has towards us, His Church, to the
extent that He sent his Son who was
sacrificed for us. He spoke ofthe
difficult problems that we encounter
in our lives and syrnbolically related
them to the great tempest in the sea
that the disciples encountered,

be filled with faith, hope and charity to
lcad us. He relatcd lhe sure promise

fearing for their lives, before Jesus

of Christ, when he said, "Seek ye

(Continued on Page 4)
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then they reversed the order to make
it possible for cvcryonc to share in
this blessing. The Dcacons who
ofhciated at the service also washed
each other's feet at thc end of tlrât
ordinance. The speaking in tongues
and the interpretation that "He Uesus]
walks with us," werc cxperienced.
Seminars were held on Friday
afternoon for Elders and Teachers,
rcspcctively. The Quorrm of 'lwelve
Apostles conduoted these sessions.
The confcrence was opened to
everyone for the Saturday and Sunday
meetings.
Prinr to communion being passed
on Saturday morning, a brother arose
in the Spirit saying, "Thus saith the
Lord. Hear my word. I am the light
and life of the worl<l. I have drunk of
the bitter cup. All this I have done
that you may parlake this morning."
During thc passing of'communion. an cxperiencc was received in

which thlee (3) images were socll
walking among the congregation. At
the Sunday moming service, a sister
arose and spoke in the Spirit, "Thus
saith the Lord, This is rny Church. I
have chosen you to take this Gospel
to the dying souls of men and women,
Thus saith the Lord."
Besides the niany beautiful
sermons which were preached, many
musical selections werc presented
and many expressions ofgratitude to
the Lord were proclairned to His
honol and glory. This could be
exclaimed as being a time of withdrawal from the cares and concerns
ofthe world and be aptly described as
a tirne for devoting oneselfsolely to
the love olGod and His many manifestations in our lives. How else can
one feel thejoy, peace, and comfort
ofthe Holy Spirit? The desired unity
of being one in the Spilit was fulfilled.
After the Sunday Spiritual
Confe¡ence selice, a young tlan
carne foúh and asked to be baptized.
It did indeed furnish the fitting touch
to a glorious time together.

(Articlc compiled and written

by thc Gcncral Church Exetulivc
Secretarial Staff.)

faced. Thcy went with the purpose of
ordaining Brother Jose Chavez into the
ministry. Brother Jose was given â
tsook of Mormon by an acquaintance.
He felt the truth as he read it and
began searching for the Lord's
Church. He câme across the Church
website and began communicating
with us. Brother Duane shared how
Brother Jose is one tnan in a city of
four million people, and he decided that
this was the Church for him. He
moved everything out ofthe \ryay to
find the Church. He moved every
stone and is now a minister. Brother
I)uane encouraged us to reirove the
stonc cven if it fccls like you arc
cutting offyour hand.
Brother Frank Natoli, Region
President, took a few moments to
share some thoughts. "You cannot
gct rid ofthe stones on your own; you
need Jesus to help you." He encouraged us to remember the message of
hcing connected throughoul lhc coming
days. "There has to be more than a
good feeling and a blessing today. The
rnessage needs to stay with us. We
have to believe it, practice it and put it
in our lives. Let our love be ou¡
motivation. Take today's message and
apply it, connect to the Lord."
After communion was serred,
Rrothcr Pcter Scolaro closed our
rneeting by continuing the theme that
the other brothers brought fofh. He
shared several experiences where he
felt connected to the Lord often
tluough prayer after trying to âccomplish something on his own.
He spoke of the man mentioned
in II Kings 2: 13 who had died in battle
and was quickly buried in the tomb of
rhc Prophet Elisha. When the man's
body touched the boncs ofElisha, the
rnan came back to lil'e. "Do you think
you know when you have been touched?"
BrotherPetcr closed by saying, "Recognizewhen the Spiritofthe Lord is present,
allow it to touch you, and have the sense
to react that He rnay bless you."
God's richcst blessings were felt
as we ended our seryice and prepared
to face the world again renewed in His
Spirit and feeling connectod to His will.

said, "Peacc be still," and the wind
ceased and there was a great calm.
During this tenpest the Lord said,

"Why are ye fearful, O ye of little
faìth'1" (Matthew 8:23 -27). If we
exercise faith and keep our eyes on
Christ, we can walk on water even
as Peter did in the Scriptures (Matthew
I 4 :24-33), unrllhelost focus and became
afraid by looking at the boisterous
ternpest and began to sink. Afierwards
Jesus stretched forth his hand to save
hirr and said. "O thou of little faith,
whcrefore dìdst thou doubt?" .The
Lord wilì provide for us as Hc miraculously provided forthe disciples whcn
they had fished all night and caught
nothing. Christ said, "Cast the net on
Lhe ght side of the ship, and ye
shall find," and they caught a huge
rnultihrde offish (John 21:1-7). After
Brother Sal related other examples of
faith and lack thereof, as well as

personal experiences, he asked us if
we are necdlessly fearful and have
líttle faith or do we really "trust in the

Lord?"
Brother Sal continued preaching
and asked, "What are we doing for the
Lord?" One time in the Scriptures the
disciples askcd Jesus if He had any
meat, because they hadn't seen
anyone bring food unto Him, ând
Christ responded and said, "My neat
is to do the will of him tllat sent mq
and to finìsh his work" (John 4:3234). Vy'e were prodded to put the work

ofthe Lord's kingdom as our priority,
and it was reinforced that everyone
has a work to do from the youngest to
the oldest. FIe spoke of the great
desire we have as members ofThe
Church of Jesus Christ, just as AIma in
the Book of Mormon had as he
exclaimed, "O that I were an angel,
and could have the wish of minc
heart, that I might go forth and
speak with the trump of Cod, with a
voice to shake the earth, and cry
rcpentance unto every people!"
(Alma 29:1). tsrother Sal summa¡ized
his preaching and said, "It is time to go
forward," and he personally recom-
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accounl of his seryants. And when he had begun to reckon, onc was brought unto hìn,
which owecl him ten thousand talents. But lorusnuch as he had not to pay, ltis lord
cotnmanded him to be sold, and hß wife, and children, and all that lte had, and paylnent
to be made. The servant theteforc fell down, antl worshipped hin, saying, Lord, have
patience wilh me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was noved with
contpassion, and loosed him, and forgave hìtn the debt. But lhe same seÍvant went out,
and found one of his fellowsewants, which owed him an hundrcd pence; and he laid
hands on hint, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay ne that thou owest. And his
fellowsentant fell down at his [eet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me and
I will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should
pay the debt. So wlten his fellowselyants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and
came and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had called
him, said unlo hint, O thou wicked sewant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou
desircdst ne: Shouldest not thou also have had conpassion on thy fellowservant, even
as I had pily on lhee? And his lord was wtoth, and deliveretl ltim to the torntentors, tìll
he should pay all that was due unto hin. So lìkewise ny heavenly Father do also unto
you, il ye fi'on your hearts forgive not every one his btother their trespasses (Matthew
l8:23-35).
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There is a popular saying in today's secular world called "paying it folward." Whenever
someone does something kind or good for someone else, they say thât thcy will "pay it
forward," orpass on the good that was done to them to someone else. Although manypeople
who do not even believe in God use this saying, it is rooted in this scripture fiom the Bible. This
is ancxample ofwhere aservantowedhis lordten thousand talents. In today's money system,
this would equal millions ofdollars. As soon as the se¡¿ant fell down and begged forgiveness
ofthe debt, the lord was moved with cornpassion and forgave hirn the debt. Yet, only a short
time lâter, the servant confronted someone who owed him an hundred pence (this is aboutten
dollars). The servantwould not forgive this debtorofthe smallamount butcasthim into pdson!
Imaginc after the forgiveness granted unto this man, that he could not forgive someone else
for a much smaller debt owcd to him! The end ofthe story is that the lord fouud out about
the servant's unforgiveness andpunishedhiur by delivelinghimto tormentorswho tormented
hir¡ until his debt was paid. This servant did not "pay it forward."
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We were forgiven by our Heavenly Father ofallour sins when we âccepted Him as our Savior
though baptism. The sins we committed andall thesins we will evercommit, ifadollaramount
werc to bc placed on it, would amount to numbers beyond our irnagination. God forgave us
ofall oftliat debt. Imagine that. In this life, how could we possibly not forgive someone for
anything, no matter how great or srnall, after God granted us pardon for things that would be
impossible for us to make retribution for. Being unforgiving and not having compassion not
only doesn't "pay it forward," but Jesus then classifies us as "wicked." Instead, we should
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'þay it folward." Whenever we can show compassion and mercy towards anotherwe should
it. As "forgiven" saints, we should spend our entire life giving to others rnore than they
expect. We should go outof ourway tohelp those inneed. We shouid forgive those who
offend us quickly and lovingly, withoutholcling a grudge foryears and years. This is whatJesus
expects ofus, since His forgiveness forus is beyond measure or comprehension. ln thisworld,
there is little forgiveness. Let us rise above the world, by setting the example and doing f'or
othcrs what the Lord so freely did for us. Let us ahvays "pay it forward."
do
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things like fake magic, witchcraft,
gambling in the lottery, movie stars and
athletes who do bad things and act
cool. But, we are not supposed to talk
about God and Jesus. This world is full
ofpeople with loncliness, anger and
deep problems. They need to hear
God's simple plan to be happy and
follow God's laws. They need to
know the power of prayer. 'I'hey need

The

Children's
Corner
By

Sister Jan Bork

The Laborer Is Worthy

His Hire
Dcar Girls and Boys,

Last wcck when we were
praying during the feet washing
ceremony, the sister who washed my
feet prayed that I would have a
chance to tell more people about the
Lord.
I was pleased to hear these
words. I agree that I \üant to tell
people about Jesus. Monday, I talked
to a lady cleaning the Recreation
Ccntcr wherc I swim about faith in
God and how to get more faith.
Wednesday, in my water color
painting class, an older Jewish woman
started talking about good and evil.
She does not believe in the devil. I told
her I do and I trust God to keep me
safe. Yestcrday a secretary asked me
where

rly

church was.

Today I was talking with one of
my fâvorite students who is a tall, nice,

srnaf forlh grader whose parents
came from China. I have taught him
about computers for several years and
he always helps me, fixing computers
and talking with me. On Saturdays
and Sundays, his family takes him to
Chinese language school, tennis lessons,
piano lessons, and ofcourse, they pay
close atfention to all ofhis homcwork.
He told mc his parents arcn't mean,
they just want him to study, leam, and

do good. Almost every moment of the
weekend is spent in hard work. I{is
family knows that in China, only the
hardest working students are allowed
to go to training schools or college. He
cannot aff'ord to be anything except
the best.

I do not tell him to feel sony for
himsclf becausc othcr kids irr America
are watching television, playing, or
biking outside. I listen. I also have
been praying that I can talk to him

if

about the Lord. I asked hirn today
he believes in God or the Bible. He
replied, "I don't know. I have never
read the tsible, Mrs. Bork." Even
though he is very young, he is smart
and is trying to figure things out.
I realizc that his family is only in
this country bscausc thcy, too, are

for you to speak up and tell them there
is a plan flom the time ofcreation.
You may be the only person to
tell someone how Jesus has helped
you. You may be the ouly person who
has seen a healing o¡ known how God
watches over us each and every day.
It is so important to tell other peoplô of
all ages that you will pray for them.
(Continued on Page '1 1)
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bright and very hard working. They
want their son to always do his best.
You could say that thcir rcligion is
actually a beliefin hard work and
education. But, I want to tell my
student how wonderful God is. I have
bcen praying. I realize that I may be
the only person who loves Jesus who
will ever talk fo him.
So, today, after he had helped me
pass out papers, I asked him if he
believed in God or the Bible. When he
said he didn't know, I told him gently,
"Well, I really do." I klow he respcets me. and I may bc thc first
bcliever that he trusts. Then I told
him, "The Bible says there is a way to
treat someone who works for you.
He waited politcly and I smiled and
finished telling him, "The Biblesays
that the laborer is worthy his hire.
That means when someone does â
work for you, they descrve to be paid"
(see Luke l0:7). And I handed him a
srnall pack ofcandy for his help, He
laughed and went back to work. llut I
planted a seed in this nice boy's mind
about God's fairness.
Nowadays, the old devil has
made people afraid to talk about God.
But we must not be afraid. In society,
people can talk about all kinds ofbad

REMEMBER
TELL
OTHERS
OF
JESUS

LOVE
WISE
WORDS

IN
THE
SCR]PTURE

HIRE

S

I

w o

R

D

Y

T

E

L

L

o

U

K

H

S

L

I

R

S

T

C

T

N

A

E

S

U

P

H

R

E

R

B

E

S

A

E

N

M

o

S

E

E

R

w

E

E

H

E

E

H

N

H

C

R

E

H

T

K

E

N

F

o

E

R

P

C

T

M

S

E

T

R

R

L

U

S

J

E

R

June 2009

{,ff#

showed us the children who are âÌnong Ënhancement Officers) and provided
the vcry poor. Sister Traoey stated
the fol lowing donations :
. $5,000 lo rhe IMOC ro assist
that cven though they are toddlers, the
parcnts would leave the little ones at
with the proofreading ofthe Book of
home with older siblings while they
Mormon in tlie Malawi language of
went fo work to try to make a meâgcr
Chichewa.
. $4,500 donated to the Desire
living for their farnilies. This rreans
that the older child¡en would not be
Day Carc.
. $3,000 lor this year's Vacation
ablc to go to school. Thc day care is
actually responsible for saving all the
Bible School in Muncey, Ontario,
By SisteL Karen L. Progar
children ofthcse farnilies since the
Canada.
older children are now fieo to attend
God is in the matter and IIe is in
school. The other blessings are, that
Thc new specialpmjcct is raising
the matter in all things. On Friday,
the children arc kept clean, put in
funds fbr the 201 I World Conference
April 17,2009, the sisrers ofthe
uniforms and taught during the day.
to be held in Illinois on June 25 through
General Ladies' Uplift Circle met.
Many families have come to The
July 1,201 1.
Before we even began our marvclous
Church of Jesus Christ because of the
We flew through the business and
conference, Sister Jacqui King led a
work being done in the day care.
had time to enjoy a tour ofthe Ladies'
greât wa¡m-up activity in u'hich the
We had the opportunity to hear
Círcle Blog and cnjoy hearing the
sisters had to identify other sisters
about thc plans being madc for our
testimonies of many ofour sisters.
based on the clues provided by Sister
2010 Fellowship Weekend, which will
We thank God that FIe did walk with
Jacqui. The sisters showed how
be in Nashville, Tennessee. Sister
us today and allow us to expcrience
competitive they can be, but they did it
Marian Yoder spoke to the sisters
many wonderful blessings in the
in a loving manner and we all lcamed
about early costs for the event, schedconf'erence. As Sister Sharon Staley
some very interesting and enlightening
uled to begin on Wednesday, April28,
offered prayer to close the conference,
l'acts, not well-known, about our sisters.
2010 and concluding on Sunday, May
my praycr was that God would bless
Sister Lisa Charnpine, General
2,2010. In addition to the many
all our sisters alìd their home circles
Ladies' Uplift Circle Vice Presiclent,
spiritual activities planned, the commituntil we corne togetlter on Saturday,
chosc ll Tilnothy l:ó as her scripture.
tee has designated shopping and
October l0'r' for our next meeting,
reminding us to "stir up the gifl ofGod, touring time for the attendces. Each
Actually our confèrence was more like
which is in us." Her scripture choice
sister was given an invitation for fhe
a celebration than a business meeting
and shared personal experience set a
cvent, detailing the schedule and listing
and for that wo are grateful too!
beautiful tone for the day.
the workshop titles; "Working on the
We also want to thank all of
Sister Karen Progar, President,
Crown", "Running the Race", "The
those who supported the Ladies'
shared thc biography of h.¡rmer vicc
V jrtue ofConsisrcncy" and "lnspiring
Circle fundraiser luncheon on Saturpresident, Sisler Lorrainc DeMcrcurjo
Others to Serrre." Saving envelopes
day, which is hclptng to pay offour
and prescnted her with a pendant fiorn
for the event were also available for
debt for the beautiful landscaping at
the Circle. Sister Loraine then shared those who wanted to start saving for
the World Conference Center.
a few words of gratitude and rchearse<ì
the weekend's expenses. In addition
some ol her history in rhe Circle.
to the notmal content of the Fellowship
A touching presentation on the
Weekcud, the Saturday evening
work being done at the Desire Day
banquct will celebratc our hisrory sincc
Care in lndia followed. It was clear
2010 is the 90th Anniversary ofthe
that the sisters were enthusiastic about
General Ladies' Uplift Circle.
the work being done and anxious to
After our lunch break, the memhclp in any way thcy cân. Sistcr
bcrship was pleasetl to hear devotions
Tracey Cuerrier told the congregation
on ""Walking with God" presented by
that the annual cost to run the dav care the Penn Mid-Atlantic Area Ladics,
for the 46 children in atfendance ías
Uplifl Circle. We also had the joy of
$4,700, It is amazing to hear that
receiving a dream from one ofthe
helpers could be paid, food purchased,
sisters. (To read that dream, check
unifonns bought and a build ing mainout the President's May letter on the
tained for such a nominal fee. The
Visit the GMBA websire to find
Circle website, which you can access
$4,700 doesn't include any extras and
camp forms and watch our
through the Gcncral Church website.)
Sister Traccy \¡/âsn't sure when the
2 New GMBA Camp Commercials!
We hea¡d the activities of our
day care center would be able to
areas from the Area Presidents, ideas
accept any ofthe children on the
to engage and enthuse our young from
waiting list. The DVD we viewed
Sister Mitzt Calabro (one of our Youth

%4r
Knowing

that God Is
in the Matter

A

$rand and
Miffiion Jlsvt

Growth and Blessings in
Mid Georgia
Easter

Sunday April 12'r'2009:

It was a beautiful Sunday morning to

neet at the watcr's edge for the
blessing of a baptism. There were
many visitors present for this blessed
day: Brother Skìp Swanson, Sister
Leda Sheffler, Brother Ron and Sister
Marilyr Carradi, Brother Kevin and
Sister Stacy Murphy and Sister Anne

Chapter 8:8- 13, then Brother Ron
came lorth to bless Carmen Leeann
Ford.
During the testimony Portion of
the meeting llrother Ken told of a
dream he had prior to that morning

-

he saw stairs descending from I:leaven
and sitting along the stairs werc
children. After the baptism they all
stood and clapped, Sister Jessica also
told ofher healing after being told
twice that her test showed she had
cancer, shc was anointed and a repeat

olthe same test showed no cancer at all.

Moore.

Milestone AnniversarY
Celebration Promotes
Outreach

Kevin Murphy and a beautiful spirit
was felt by all,
Afterwalds we all met back at
the Mission with anticipation of the
upcoming conl.irmatioll, along with two
leinstatenìents and a baby blessing.

the Mesa, Arizona Branch felt inspired
to organize a celebration honoring all
of the saints who have served the Lo¡d
for 50 years or tnorc, he didn't rcalize
that he would be organizing one ofthe
best outrcach events that the Mesa

But to our surprise we were heading
back to the water's edge because soon
to be Sister Jessica Nowels had asked
for hcr baptism also. She had a
wondelful expericnce when Sister
Stasha was walking into the water
she saw herselfwalking i o the water
with Blother Kevin in place of Sister
Stasha, so she knew she was being
called and it was her time.
11 too was a lovely baptism, and
Sistcr Marilyn later relayed the experience of seeing Sister Ruth's face
(Jessica's Grandmother) whilc she

Rranch had ever seen.
The members in Mesa knew their
branch was blessed with manY seasoned saints, but when Brother Emmett
double-cbecked the dates oftheir
spiritual birthdays, his tally showed that
thc Phoenix/Mesa area coutained 29
saints who had been baptized for 50
years or more! Iìealizing the impot tance of showing appreciation for
those .,vho have preseiwed the Gospel
for the next generation, Brother
Emmetl lcd a group of volunlccrs in
plamring an awards ceremony to thank
these 29 soldiers for their years of
faithflll service.
Sevcral weeks before the cercmony, which was held on March 29,
2009, all ofthe honorees received a
formal jnvitalion in thc tnail inviting
them to participate and their extended
families to attend. The honorees were
also given a bit of homework-â seven
page questionnaire designed to get the
details about their individualwalk with
the Lord. They were asked questions
like, "'When did you first feel God's
Spirit?", "How clid your decision to
scrve Christ change you?" and "lfyou

Soon to be Sisler Stasha ('hairs
was both eager and nervous but ready
to turn her life over to thc Lord. She
was takerì ínto the \ryater by Brother

was bcing baptized. Just lìke hcr vision
she walked into the water with Brother
Kevin and came out walking with
Christ for thc rest of her days.
Tlie Lord's Spirit was surelY felt
for the rest ofthe day. The Spirit fell

upon Brother Skip to confirm Sister
Stasha and Brother Ron to confil'm
Sister Jessica. Soon after, the Pricsthood reinstated Brother Danny and
Sister Betty Nowlcs (fathcl and
motheï of our new Sister Jcssica).
Brother Kevin spoke shortlY
ahout our bclicl in the blcssing of
babics, reading scripturc lrom Moloni

When Brother Emrnett Hood

of

could givc any advice 10 a young
person ofthe Church, what would it
be?" After each honoree comPletcd
the questionnaire, it \^/as given to
another brother or sister in the branch
who had thc task of bricfly rccapping
the person's service to God during thc
awatds ceremony.
The celebration itself was Patterned after a "Lifetime Achievement"
award ceremony. As each of the
honorees cnteled the building, they
stopped outside tlìe doors to get a
porhait taken, Just outside the sanctuary, a giantbulletin board displayed
pictures of each of the honorees when
they were young, and the brothers and
sisters cdôyed trying to guess who
was who. Ditner was seled first,
giving evetyonc a chance to lellowship
before the celeblation began in the
sanctuary.
The presentcrs introduced the
honorees to the crowd, sharing how
long they had been in thc GosPel, how
ihcy asked for their baptisms, and
other funny or touching stories gleaned
from the questiomraires. This resulted
in an extrcmely personal recognition of
each saint. The plesenteis thcn gâve
the honorees a special booklet lovingly
handmadc by the sisters of the branch
Displayed in gold ou the outside was
the number of years they had been
baptized. Inside was their childhood
picture, the pictule they had taken as
they entered the building, and later that
night another pioturc ofthe entire
group o1 29 honorees was also added.
Such a special tlemento! The cerenìony was interspersed with songs,
trivia, and briefspeakers. While the
honorees were recognized in love, the
ultimate honot and glory went to Jesus
Christ. At the end of the ceremony,
Sister Sarah Watson, chosen because
she had the most years (75) in the
Gospel, addressed the crowd on behalf

ofall

the honorees.

The most amazing thing about the
celebration was the outstarding
support the honorces got from lheir
extended families-some belonged to
the Church, solne wele oncc members
ofthe Church, and some did not know
Christ. What a wonderful opportunity
for those who do not k-now (or maY
have forgottcn) about the power of

June, 2009

Lord majortur-ning point in understanding
the
God's assurance camc about four
lives ofthese faìthful brothers and
years ago when he was caught in the
sisters. Many expressed that they
middle ofa law suit. Ifthe suit was
werc touched by the love and the spirit pursued, he would be forced to file fo¡
God to hcar 29 stories ofhow the

blessed, guided, and preserved

conveyed throughout the celebration.
Members we¡e able to reconnect with
people they hadn't seen in years.
Although thc original intention was to
recognize the saints with lifctime
serwice, the result was an eflective
and

spirit-fillcd

outreach,

bankr.uptcy. As a banker this was not
acceptablc. This business dragged on
for over three years. Then ten days
beforc going to trial, Br.other Ken, his

wife Sister Sharon and son Cameron
lost theirjobs, due to the pending court
case. They all worked Íor the same
client.

That Blessed Assurance
By

Sister Diana Stiglentan

On February 15, 2009 afier
Iìrother Larry Champine invited us to
"draw upon the well," we had the
privilege of welcoming Brother Ken
Staley fiom the Middle Terulessee
Mission. This day, he would deliver to
our own De troit Branch #l a message
ofGod's promisc to l{is children. Flis
requcst that wc slantl whilc singing
Blessed AssuLancg would end up
being symbolic ofthe energy and
lesson which out brotlìer was about to
bring forth.
For those present, who did not
know him, Brnthel Ken gave an
account ofhis Iife's rravcls. This was
nôt an accouDt of distance. It was a
joumey of growth in the Lord. Through
his many life experienccs, Brothe¡ Ken
continually grew in developing faith,
tr'ììst, and yes, the assurance that God's
promise never fails. While opening his
sermon, Brother Ken mentioned by
narne, several ofthe brothers and
sistcrs from Michigan who have ilnplanted fond rnemories withinhim.
"Our histories arc rich because of The
Church of Jesus Christ," he stated.
Brothe¡ Ken said over the years he
has learned something that is priceless.

He declared, "The assurance of Jesus
Christ in my life is greater than anything." Then our brother went on to tell
us, how he learned about this assurance. Brother Staley expressed that

while working as a banker for many
years, hrsjobs brought him to and

through several stâtes. Still thc first

After returning home, they
formcd a circlc in their living room. For
the first time in his life, our brother felt
a need to know what God's assurance
was all about. Of the many prayels
uttered that day, Brother Ken offered
one very profound prayer. He said,
"Lord, I feel like wcjust parachuted
out ofa plane, and I don't know if we
even have parachutes; and I need your
assurance." The next day he received
a call. Thc legal matter had been resolved. Brother Ken asked the caller,
"Why?" and added, "They're likely to
get a judgment and win." Our ìJrothcr
was informed by the caller that they
had hea¡d a rumor that hc, his wife
and son, had lost their jobs. "With that
in mind there's nothing to go after."
Broth€r Staley told the Lord,
"Wow! You knew ìt all the fime, didn't
you?" Then speaking directly to us he
said, "That's God's assuranoe. His
assurance is, I've got your back, your
front and your sides."
Over the process of time, our
brother has reached a new calmness
that even his wife, Sharon, and friends
cannot believe. In some ofhis final
thoughts, ll¡other Ken said, "Ifthe
only hope I have today is eternal life,
then I'm okay."
Brother Sam DiFalco, visiting
lrom the Stcrling I leights Branch in
Michigan followed in speaking. His
own cxperìences were added to our
list ofblessings. Brother Sam loves to
hear and lives by experiences. [Iis
testimonies of how God has helped hirr
each step of the way, his wife's convercion and the sudden passing ofhis
son, touched all ofour hearts.
I can assure you that the well of
God's blessings ran very deep and
refreshed all present today.

Two Ordained as
Teachers
Ily

Sister Cindy Henderson

At fÌrst glance, one might have
thought that Detroit Branch #2 was
hosting a regional conference on
Sunday, March 8, 2009. The building
fillcd rapidly, especially by thc afternoon meeting to include rnany visiting
brofhers, sisters, children and 13
additional elders who had decided to
join us for the ordinations ofBrother
Jim llork and Brothcr Phil Buffa to the

office of teacher'.
Brother Lyle Criscuolo introduced
our aflernoon service by sharing lrow
leachers can sometimcs bc put in
harm's way. He described how in the
book of Alma, Nehor was going about
prcaching fàlse doctrines, trying to
sway mâny of the believers ofthe
church. When he confronted Gideon,
a faithful teacher ofthe church,
Gideon withstood him and admonished
Nehor with the words of God. Gideon,
an elderly man and instrument of God,

didn't waiver. Nchor became very
angry with him and slew him with his
sword. Sadly, Gideon being up in
years, \ryas unablc to withstand the
blows of the sword.
Brother Lyle continued by sharing
with us that many times we read in the
soripturcs how Jesus was tempted and
confionted by evil men who taught
contrary to the word ofGod. In every
case, Christ answered with the word
ofGod. He offcred that knowing the
scriptures is the only way one can truly
fight battles in life. Sihrations demand
that we be able to quickly extract the
scriptures whcn we need them. "Just
as Gideon was sure ofthe foundation
upon which he was built, Flelaman also
reminded his sons to keep God's
commandments and temember to build
their foundation upon the rock ofour
Redeemer. No matter what mighty
winds the devil sends forth upon us, it
shall have no power over us ifwe build
upon a sure foundation. Men can't fail
when they build on God's foundation!"
Brother Lylc shared how after 20
(Continued on Page 10)

Two Ordained as Teachers
Continued from Page

I

years of running, he finally tumed his

Iifc around and decidcd lo build h¡s
foundation upon thc lock. Despite the
fact that he'd forgotten a protnise
made many years earlier to sewe God,
God did not abandon our brother. Our
brother continued to exhort us to look
into lhc scriptures as they arc a Inirror
for our lives, constantly reminding us
of what we need to do to cliange. He
assurcd us that our continual ¡eliance
on Christ alone will savc us in trouble-

support ofhis wife and the continued
prayers of our brothers and sisters.
To God Be fåe G/orY was sung
by Brother Cameron Staley and the
cougregationjoined in singing 7o rhe
lVo¡k We weÌe thankful that God's
Spirit had resided with us sincc the
stan olour day and without a doubt,
we knew that all had been revived
when we lefl that day.

rcad from Iiphesians 4:1

I - 13,

outlining

the offices represented in the Church
given fol the perfecting ofthe saints,
for the wolk oftheministry and edifying
of the body ofChrist. He exPressed
how the tcachcrs support us in gctting
closcr to Christ, especially \ryhen conf¡onted with challenging situ ations.
"Our brothers possess the love ofGod
and will sharc that love and joY of
sâlvation to the children, friends and
saints they will visit. They'Il teach us
about the gospel, faith, rePentance,
baptism, tlie ordinances, bestowal and
workings ofthe Holy Ghost, apostasy,

restoration and future events. As
members, we are asked to open oul
hearts and minds to them so that one
day we will all be in that great etomal
home," and invited us to sot up visits

with the teachers.

Following a moving medleY of
songs on piano and viola by Sister
Carolyn and llrother James Gross, our
brothers' feet were washed. Brother

Joe Vargo washed Brother Phil's feet

and Brothcr Joe Cotellesse washed
Brother Jim's feet. Brother John Buffa
ordained Brother Phil and Brother
Alex Gentile ordained Brother Jim.
After being greeted bY the circle
of brothers, our ne\ù teachers both
shared testimonies of God's goodncss
in their lives. Brother Phil related that
God gave hirn an experience to know
that just as Moses had God ñtlly supporting him, God would be wìth our
brother in this work. Brother Jim
expresscd how glad he was to be a
part of a church wherc workers are
nceded. He was also grateful for the

Cotellesse, Joe and Joann

-

APt. 201
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Brownstown, MI 48183
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2053 Edison St. N.W.
Uniontown, OH 44685
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A Day for Celebration

614-423-7210

By Sister Karen L. Progar

Notamicola, Carol (Heckerd)

Visitors from Ohio and Michigan
were in âttendance on Sunday, March
22nd at rhe Aliquippa, Pcnnsylvania

Land O'Lakes,
8].3-995-2219

some times.

Rrother Leonard A. Lovalvo then

DIRECTORY UPDATE

3350 Pendleton WaY

Ilranch as we celebrated Sister Janet
Gibson's 5Oth spiritual anniversaty.

Brother Brandon Miller lrom
Kinsman opened the mceting. sharing
some ofhis history and how he met
the saints of The Church of Jesus
Christ. Brother Brandon stated that he
was raised in the fear of God and
through a military âssociation, methis
wife while seeking God. Within a few
wceks of attending church, Brother
Brandon asked for his baptism. Brother
Brandon spoke ofthe comPassion of
Christ, who knows and understands
thc things we endure in this life . He
chose thc parable of the Cood Samaritan as his reference (Luke 10:25-34)
I{e reminded the congregâtion that thc
story is even more impressive because
of thc relationship lhe Jews had with
the Samaritalìs. ln conclusion Brother
Brandon reinforced how Ch¡ist understands what we go through becâuse

of

His compassion.
Sister Janet Gibson in her testimony stated that the examples ofher
parents, Brother Tom and Sister
Josephinc Ross, as well as those ofher
grandparents drew her to Christ.
Among the items that she considered
most important were being raised in
the Church and seeing her children and
their spouscs become members of the
Church. She thanked God for fiftY
years in Thc Church of Jesus Christ

FL

34639

Schneider, Katherine
8494 Longwoods Iìd.
Mt. Brydges, Onl. Can NOL 1W0

Taylor, Rosemary
441 W. 3rd Sueet #321
San Pedro, CA 90731

Pacific Region Conference
Continued from Page 4

mended Christ and His Church to
everyone present.
Brother Paul Liberlo Preached
next and motivated everyone to
consider his or her reason for coming
out to the church that day. In Matthew I 1:7-9 Christ said, sPeaking of
John the Baptist, "...What went Ye out

into tlte wilderness to see? A Leed
shaken witlt the wind? But what
went ye out [or to see? A matt
clothed in soft Laiment? Behold,
úey that wear sofi clolhing arc in
kings' housas. But what went Ye out
for to seeT A prophet? Yea, I saY
ullto you, and more than a ProPhet."
In other words, what is thc reason th¿t
prompted us to go to the church, and
what do we expect to find at church?
Hc encouraged everyone to not just
see the church, but rather tô be part of
the work ofthe Lord in building FIis

kingdom. Hc remindctl us lo rejoice

June,
tlìat our names arc written in hcaven,

if we are faithful. Brother Paul

noted

thât the Scriptures relate that even
John the Baptist was discouraged,
noting his human fragility, However
Christ had great regard for John the
Baptist and sairJ, "Verily I say unto
you, Among theln that are born of
wotnen there halh not risen a greater
lhan lohn the Baptist:: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of
heavcn is grcater than he" (Matthcw I l:1 1). lt was said we could be
conside¡ed "the least in the kingdom
of heaven" spoken of in that Scripture; nevertheless, we can be filled
with purpose and power to do God's
work today, as John the Baptist had
been duling his time.
Brother Santos Zamora followed
in a powerful way and ¡elâted how we
must be like the prophet Jeremiah in
lhese the last days when preaching the
gospcl, in spitc ofpeopìc nol liking our
message. King Zedekiah had Jeremiah
put into prison for speaking huth, for
Jeremiah had conveyed the Lord's
prophecy lhat the people should
become servants to the fuh.rre invading

Lol'd, not tomonow, and don't procl'astinate with tlìe Lord. He said let
us go forward trusting in the Lord.

Likewise Brother Jim Huttenberger reinforced the exhortations and
encoulagemcnts of the prior preaching,
making the point that we should live
our lives so that we don't have any
rcgrets. lìe gavc a pcrsonal experiencc of a window ofopportunity he
had during an airport layover and had
to lnake a decision whether or not to
stop and visit his lnothe¡. He chose to
see his mother and took the freeway
onrarnp to see hcr instcad of returning
to the airpoú to wait for the airplane
departure. The few minutes that he
had spent were thc last he had with his
mother, bccause subsequcntly, the
Lord took her horne a sholt time later.
Our brother reminded us ofhow life is
fleeting and that wc should cherish one
ânother.
Region President, Stacey Light,
made some encouraging closing
comments aud reminded us in so rnany
ways to "Trust in the Lord" and thåt
"We Are His People to Build His

Kingdom on Earth."

Chaldeans (lìabylonians), instead of
fighting ¿ìgainst them. Thc king and the

peoplc wanted to hear another message. Jeremiah t¡ied to comfort the
people and spoke oftheir fìlture tetum
to Jerusalem and encouraged them to
patielt and subject themselves to
the Chaldeans. Later, because oftheir

The Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6

be

resistance to hearing truth, the Chaldeans
bumed the kíng's house and the houses
ofthe people with fìre, and broke
down the walls of Jerusalem. Also
King Zedekiah's eyes were put out,
and he was bound in chains and taken
captive to Babylon, whereas Jeremiah
was taken out ofprison and given the
opportunityto live amongst his peoplc.
Brothe¡ Santos lovingly exhorted us to
be strong, trust in thc Lord, and not to
be like King Zedekiah who was afraid
to follow the prophet's words for fear
ofrejection from his people, and lack

ulconfidencc in the Lord's providence.

Brother Thomas M. Liberto
supported the previous preaching by
reiterating the Scripfures thât \4,ere
quoted earlier. Hc also emphasized
that today is the day to work for tho

Thcn do it! You also calì pray siìcntly
over a problem while someone is
talking to you, as I was praying when
my student was talking to me. You
can pray silently at recess or a game

when you see people getting upset at a
distance. You can pray ovet a problem
in your family orneighborhood or
school. You have great power through
being a believer in Jesus Christ.
And when you work for the Lord,
He rewards you too. IIe protects and
blesses you. IIe helps you solve the
probloms that surround us each in life.
Whcn you work to tell others of Jesus,
then you are the laborer and you are

"wofthy ofyourhire," and God will
reward you. Jesus says in Matthew
6:6, "...when you pray, enter into your
closet and when you have shut your
door, pray to your Father [God] in
secret; and your Father which seeth in
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secrct shall reward you openly." That
means don't be prayingjust to get
attention or brag to ot¡ers, but qùietly
talk to God and He will reward you.

I have started wìth my student
simply by being fair and kind to him lor
ycars and now telling him that I truly
believe in the Lord. Now he k¡ows
that at least one adult who likes him
also loves the Lord. I will keep on
praying. Who knows who is watching
you? Pray that you can tell others
about Jesus. It works! God answeied
the praye¡s of a sister who prayed for
rne during feet washing. He will
answer you too.
With love,
Sister Jan

Ordinations
Brother Matthew Gehly was
ordained an clder on April 5,2009 at
the Kinsman, Ohio Branch. His feet
were washed by Brother Paul Gehly
and he was ordained by Brother
Timothy Gehly.
Brother John Yeager was
ordained a deacon on April 5, 2009 at
the Kinsman, Ohio B¡anch. His feet
werc washed by tsr'other Howard
Jackson and he was ordained by
Brother Leonard Nardozzi.
Brother Eric DaIr was ordained a
deacon on May 10, 2009 at the
Herndon, Virginia B¡anch. His feet
were washed by Brother Chatman
Young II, and he was ordained by
Brother Pete Darr.
Brother Saladin Foy was ordained
May 10,2009 àt the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch. Fiis
fcel wcre washed by Brother Luis
a deacon on

Carillo and he was ordained by
Brclther Jim Crudup.
Brother Isaac Reyes was ordaincd a deacon on May l7 ,2009 at
the New Brunswiok, New Jelsey
Branch. His fcet were washed by
Brothe¡ Salvador Reyes and he was
ordained by Brother Joe Benyola.
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Baptisms and
Reinstatements

Children Blessed
Angelica Rose Risola, daughter
ol Brothel Dan and Sister Sunshinc
Risola, was blessed on July 27, 2008 itt
the Forest Hills, Florida Branch.

Kaled Ilan Garcia, son ofBrother
Lalo and Sister Megan Garcia, was
blcssed on April 5.2009 in thc Kinsnran, Ohio Branch.
Austin Lee Huitt'on, sou of I-Iose
Louis and Leta I-Iuitron, was blessed
on

April 29, 2009 at the Freehold, New

Jcrsey Branch.

Luis Joseph Huitrou, son ofHose
Louis and Leta IIuitron, was blessed
on Aptll29,2009 at the Freehold, New
Jcrsey Branoh.
Kelsey Marie Huitron, daughter
of Hose Louis and Le ta Huitror, \¡/as
blessed on April 29,2009 at the
Freehold, New Jerscy Branch.

Hailey Amber Huitron, daughter
of Hose Louis aud Leta Huitr<.rn, was
blcssed on April29,2009 at the
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.
Joleen Lynn Huitron, daughter
Hose Louis and Leta Huitron, was
blessed on April 29, 2009 at thc
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.

of

Saul Hernandez, son of Baltazar
and Sister Ana Hetnandez, was
blessed on May 3, 2009 at the Bell,
Califomia Branch.

Address Change

B¡other Erik RooncY was reinstated into Thc Church of Jesus Christ
on Aprrl26,2009 at the Spartanburg,
South Carolina Branch.
Sister Brenda Lce Maurer was
baptized on April 26, 2009 at the New
Brunswick, New Jcrsey Branch. She
was baptized by Brother Rick Calabro
and confirmed by Brother Robert
Pizzaia.
Sisfer Marlene Ciccati was
reinstated into The Church ofJesus
Christ on May 3, 2009 at the San
Diego, California Branch.
Sistcr Lydia Dulissc was reininto The Church of Jesus Christ
on May 3, 2009 at the Modesto,
Califomia Branch.
st¿ìted

Brother Roy Baldwin was
baptized on May 10, 2009 at the Lake
Worth, Florida Branch. FIe was
baptized by Brother Chuck Maddox
and confirmed by Elrother Eugene
Perri.
Brothcr Luis Miguel Soto was
baptizcd on May 10, 2009 at thc Bell,
California Branch. He was baptized
by Brother David Arreola and confirmed by Brother Justin Paxon.

OBITUARIES
We wish to express our sYrnqa'
thy to thosc that tnoum lhe loss of
loved ones. May God bless and
comfort you.

DOUGLAS ALLEN HENDERSON

Address

Brother Douglas Allen

nc-_

Branch or Mission

EDITH (AIìCURI) ruAZE.R
Sister Edith (Arcuri) Blazer ofthe
Metuchen, New Jersey Branch,
passed on to her reward on March 21,
2009. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Richard Blazer, Sr. She is
survived by her son, Richard E. Blazer,
Jr.; two daughters, Donna Dukes and
Denise Peterson; seven grandchildren;
lwo brothcrs, Brothcr Phillip Arcuri
and Leo Arcuri; and three sisters,
Sister Theresa Vadasz, Sistcr Jenny
Schmitt, and Sister Stella Benyola.

JOSEPH D, FARAGASO
Brother Joseph D. Faragaso of
the Quincy, Florida Branch (fomicrly

Name

Ph o

Carolyn Rouleau; 1l grandchildren
ând 4 great-grandchildren. He is also
survived by his brothers, Brother Otto
and Brother Lloyd Henderson.

Ienderson ol-the Windsur, Ontario
Branch, passed on to his reward on
I

'-_-

February 23,2009. I'Ie is survived by
his wife, Sister Ethel; sons Allen,
Brian, Donald and Kenueth; daughter,

of the llopelawn, Ncw Jersey

Branch), passed on to his reward on
March24,2009. He is survived by his
wife, Sister Mary; son and daughterin-law, Joe and Laura Beflr Faragaso;
daughter, Donna Faragaso Belenski;
granddaughters, Judy and Mary Beth
Faragaso; and his sister, Darlene Ross.
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Baptism and Ordination in Venezuela
By Evangelist Richard Scaglione, Sr

"Go ye therefore and teach
[make dßciples ofl all nations ... "
(Matthew 28:14). As I looked at the
current missionary lrip list, it is obvi
ous that The Church ofJesus Christ
is fulfilling Christ's final exhortation
to His Disciples. I am thankful for
the opportunity to be a small part of
the Church's missionary cllorls.
I had the privilege to travel
with Brother Frank Palacios to Valle
Guanape in Venezuela. We later met
Brother Rich Nath in Maracaibo to
complete our l2-day trip (May 71t' to
the l8'h). I want to thank all ofthe
brothers and sisters who have prcviously canied the Gospel to Venezuela and laid the ground work upon

which we can build. Words cannot
convey the love and acceptance I
felt as I met those whom I have read
about and viewed their photographs.
we certaínly are part of the family
ofGod! The Bicelis'home provided
love, comfort, and the delicious
cooking of Sister Alicia. It became
our home away from home.
The highlight in Valle Guanape
was the baptisrn of Daniel Quiaro,
a young man 2l years old. FIe had
previously asked for his baptism, but
he wanted 10 wait for the missionar-

ies to come. His mother has raised
him and testified he has always been
a good boy and a great help to her. It
is not easy to find a baptismal site in
this area. The nearby lakes are either
polluted or contain the deadly piranha
(cannibal fish) or snakes.
On Saturday, May 9'ì', we
headed for the mountains to find a

suitable place for the baptism. A
van was rented to take us and some
members of the Mission. However,
more showed up than was expected,
so Brother Raul had to use his car to
take some ofus. Bccause of the lack
of rain for a long time, the mountain
streams were dry After ttaveling Õn
several mountain roads and trails, we
finally found a good spot with kneedeep water Prayer was offered and
the two important questions produced
the expected affirmative answers
lrorn Daniel. Hc quickly made his
way down the steep embankment and
into the wâter where Brother Bicelis

waiting. Although the words,
"I'Iaving authority given rne oJ Jesus

was

Christ" were in Spanish, the spirit
they produoed is universal. Daniel
was then immerscd in the shallow
water, and a time of rejoicing
and singing followed before we headed

back. Daniel ¡ode in the car with us
both ways, so we we¡e ablc to counsel him befo¡e and after his baptism.
Daniel's mother was touched and shed
some tears. She said she is praying
that God will call her to be baptízed,
perhaps in the near futue.
Our Sunday sewice saw an attendance of 22 aduìts (11 arc baptized
members and 1ìve others attended for
the first time) and 3 I children of all
ages. Brother Bicelis was helped by
Franklin Diaz in picking up everyone
for the meeting. We opened with
some singing, and the mood was set
for God's blessings. I read Moroni's
words on the bestowal of the Holy
Ghost. Brother Bicclis then bestowed
the gift ofthe Holy Ghost upon our
new brother. I con-tinued on the
importance of baptism, using Christ's
words to Nicodemts, "Ye must be
born of the water and the Spi|it. "
This was lollowed wilh the discussion
ofthe two questions asked by AIma,
"Have you :tpirihtally been born of
God? " and "Can you feel so now? "
Brother Palacios spoke on Mother's
Day, explaining that through baptisrn,
the Church becomes our spiritual
mother and provìdes the nourishment
for our souls. B¡othe¡s Bicelis and
Esnel Calcurian followed on the same
subjects. The many tcstimonies reflected God's blessings and thejoy of
(Continued on Page 10)
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A messaue

from lhe"
tCIvsnff
Atlantic Coast RMOC
The Atlantic Coast RMOC is an
active group ofbrothets, sisters and
young people, who meet on a regular
basis to discuss the missionaty work
in the Atlantic Coast Region, and
actively support the numerous efforts.
The Region spans from as fâr north
as Montreal, Canada arid Dedham,
Massachusetts, to Cottageville, South
Carolina.
Brothcr Tirnothy Moll and his
family moved to Montreal, Canada
on busincss not long ago. He was
moved with his cómpany to that city.
But God had another work for him
to do therc. The work is beginning
to flourish, with some who alreadY
know the Church, and manY others
who are leaming about The Church
ofJesus Christ, Some sPeak French,
and so translating Church materials
into the French language is imPortant in teaching the visitors about the

Rostored Gospel. The Atlantic Coast
RMOC supports this wotk bY making
trips to suppott Õur brother, and an
upcoming trip this sumtner is plauned
with numcrous young people from
New Jersey anxious to go there ând
evangelize the Gospel.
Dedham, Massachusetts is a
work thrt has bccn proglessing for
years now. Brother Sam Sgro and his
family, along with many other brothers and sisters, have tnade numcrous
trips from New Jersey and Mainc to
this location, outside of Boston.
Members and visitors from throughout New England rnakc the journey to
rneet once a month in a rented hotel
conference rootn. Brother Michael
McGuire and his wife are cxtretnely
aclivc with thc Native Amcricans in

this lìegion and vety ìnvolved in tlte
NAOC of the Church in this region.
They teach at Native American
schools and are involved in numerous
humanitarian activities with them.
Cotlâgevillc. South Carolina is a
work that was established years ago
by lhe late Brothel Joscph Arcuri.
This work continues today througb
the efforts of Evangelist Phillip
Arcuri and rnany othe¡s over the
years who have tnade numerous trips
there to â trailcr owned by the Church
whcre meetings are held. Thcre is a
high concentration of Nalive Americans in this area as well to whotn the
Church evangelizes, ManY sceds
have been planted in this area, and
we know someday the fruit of those
seeds will come forth.
Most ofthe branches in our Region arc located in New JerseY.
In this area, numer<lus effofls are
undergoing. Evangelist Mâtthew
Rogolino makes weekly visits to the
Bowery in New York CitY, an area
where many of New York's home-

livc.

For tnany ycars, he has
preached the Gospel to them, and
less

provided suppofi for their needs.
ln arldition- hc has been invited lo
spcak weeÉly at a prison in Freehold,
New Jcrscy. IIe has an oPPortunitY
to preach about the love and mercY
of Jesus to men who are imPrisoned
(sorne with life sentences) for com-

mitting various crimes. The branch
ìn Brooklyn, New York is under tbe
carc of the Region RMOC. RecentlY
a plan to revitalize the work was
established in which two brothc¡s and
their families comnitted to suppott
Ilrooklyn for a lhree-tnonth period.
Tliis time included much outreach
to the cotnmunity. ManY seeds were

planted from this effort, and we know
someday the fruit ofthese seeds will
come forth as well.
In southern New JerseY, the
town of Bridgeton is home to a large
concentration of Native Americans.
Years ago, our Region made numerous trips there, holding meetings with
the

natives. We are in the process of

reestablishing connections there. We
have been invited to visit their Indian
Center and parlicipatc in their activities. A trip this summer of young
pcopìe is planned to visit with tlìern in

this atea.
Thc RMOC in our Region has
established a young people's visiting cornnriltee which is quile active.
Evcry lew months, young pcoPle
from tliroughout our Rcgion gather
at a branch to uplift and bring excitement to that branch. Arecent trip to
Hopelawn, New Jersey proved very

uplifting lor the saints there. The
next trip is scheduled to the Bronx,
New York City. TypicallY the Young

will

spend the Saturday before
handilg out flyers and speaking to
neighbors about the Church and
inviting them to the Sunday meeting,
which includes a Sunday School for
their children and a luncheon.
Our Region Evangelists and
other brothers are quite active as well

people

Evangelist Joe Perri is African Sector
Chairman. Evangelist Jim Sgro is the
European Sector Chairman. Evangelist
Jer'ry Valenti is the Ccntral America
Sector Chairman, and Field Committee

Chairmen include Evangelist Phil

Arcuri in charge of the work in DR
Congo, Brother Tom Curtin in chargc
of the work in Dominica and Evangelist Carl Huttenberger in charge ofthe
work in Guatenala. ManY other
brothcrs are active in works in Mexico,
South America, and in the Asia
works. Our Region Evangelists try
hard to support the Region, and also
do what they can to spread the Gospel
throughout the world. We (hank God
fùr all the dedicaled brothers and sisters who are committed to doing the
great work of the Lord. Their effol'ts
are not in vain, and God has trulY
blessed our Region with workers,
willing and able to bring the Gospel
to the fow corners ofthe earth.
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A Message of Love
Given to the Saints
By Apostle John

Grffith

I wish to share with you

a small

experience I had on Tuesday, May
19,2009. During my evening travel
home my mind was taken to a high
mountain where I met our beloved,
recently depafed Sister Vestalia
Bicelis. As I saw her as a younger
and vibrant person, I realized I was
allowed 1o see her in a familiar way
whereby I would recognize her. (Her
natural body rests yet a little while
until she is reunited with her soul and
becomes a glorilìed body as we know
will be so through the power of the

First Resurection.)
What I visualized was such a
radiance about ou¡ sister and her
countenance was ofa deep spiritual
beauty. Her joy was overwhelming.
Although we were permitted to communicate with each other, yet not a
word was spoken. It was as though
we knew each other's thoughts.

There was no possibility of a natural
language banier. She expressed how
joyful she was and the great peace
she was experiencing. She referred to
her great happincss in fcllowshipping
with loved ones and so many saints
who wcre with her Our sister could
not explain the spiritual splender,

thc deep love and unspeakable joy
that were there; as though our human

minds cannot comprehend the greatness and beauty of etemal lile anew
beginning in Paradise.
This small experience impressed
my mind with the strength and great-

oflove, even as it is shared here
on Earth. This has caused me to bettcr appreciate the cxlended power in
shared love during our earthly lives.
It is as a type and shadow of God's
great love to be shared in the new
Heaven and Earth.
My mind was made to recall
the scriptures where we are taught
concerning the everlasting characteristic of charity, that pure love of God
(Christ). When we are with Christ,
faith is no longer needed because we
arc in His presence. Our Hope has
ness

"And Ye Shall Know the Truth,
and the Truth Shall Make You Free"
By Evangelist Art Gehly, Sr
Tuesday moming, April 28 ,
2009, as I was waiting at the hotel in
Davao City, Mindanao for Brothers
Rick Scaglione Jr. and Chip Smith Jr,
to join me for breakfast, I was conlemplating Òur lr¡p to lhe new region
in Westem Mindanao. The glorious
presence ofthe Holy Spirit overcame
me and I knew without a doubt that
it was God's will to go to meet the
family of Edison Abraham, and God
would do all that was needed to be
done.

Edison (Ed) Abraham had bcen
a member of a large restoration
church for rnany years and in the
last fcw years had bccn questioning
the truthfulness of their doctrines.

Two years ago he began a search on
the internet to find a church of the
restoration that believed in the pu¡e
Gospel. His search revealed over 250
sites of which the vast majority were
similar to the church he was once a
member. He was directed towa¡d The
Church ofJcsus Christ and sent an
e-mail to the General Church address.
We began conespondence in January
2009. As he became more aware of

our doctrine and beliefs, he shared the

following experience:
Many months prior to our colrespondence Ed was confiding to his
wife, Naida, the loss of his testimony
regarding the truthfulness of his
Itrrrncr church. .llìs eldest grand-
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been satisfied through llis promises
fulfrlled; but that pure LOVE is
abounding and alive. It is the core of

post earthly existence. This Godly
love becomes strengthened and
magnifìed. A love connection as I
feel remains with us although we are
physically separated from our loved
ones whom the Lord has received.
You see, they remain paft with us
through shared love. Love is as a
fabric weaved within the soul and
feeds the soul with sucb greatjoy and
peace. Ah, to trust in the completeness of God's promises.
I pray God's blessing upon tbose
who have experienced similar losses
of loved ones. As this message applies to all, may the promises of Eternal Life and the pure love we share
enrich our being as we ìove and serve
a living and loving God through His
son Jesus Christ, our Salvation. May
the Holy Spirit con-tinue to teach us

of wonderful promises to come. A

familiar song lyric reads, ". . .Until
feet, 'til we meet,
'til we meet, God be with you 'til we
meet again."
vr'e meet at Jesus'

child, Gillian, 6 years old, overheard
it and asked him this question.
"Tatay [meaning Dad], ifwhat you
are saying is true, where shall we
go now? To what church must we

belong?" He was caught speechless
fo¡ a while but then answered, "Right
now sweetheaft, I am searching for
tbe true church. When I find the true
church, I will tell you. This will be
our small secret." From timc to time,
especially when she goes absent from
her primary class in church, she will
ask me, "Tatay, have you found it
yet?" To which I would always answer, "Almost, sweetheart, almost."
On March 21, 2009, he said, "The
time is very near, when I could tell
my granddaughter the good news: I
have found it. Make ready for it."
On March 25, 2009, Ed wrote
these words to me: "I was reading
(Continued on Page 4)

Truth Shall Make You Free
Continued flom Pâge 3

the Bible and I came over this passage" Ye shall know the truth ond the
truth shall make you ee. I thinkl

f

know the truth now and it feels good
to be free." After several tnore emails about questions conceming the
Church and our beliefs, Brother Ed
wrote and askcd these questions on
Apr\l2,2009: "How do I got bâPtized and possibly whcn? How manY
people do I have to prepare in order
that authorized ministers could come
and the Church be established/organized here in Pagadian City?" It was
then that we realized we needed to
change our travel plans and meet with
Brother Ed and his family.
Traveling from Davâo to the
western sectìon of Mindanao, we met
Brother Ed Abraham and his son,
Ehother Marvin, al the airport and
traveled to their home, about a twohour drive. T'hat evening we met with
six members of the Abraham family
and also one othe¡ interested woman.
We began telling thcm about the true
church Jesus set up and how it fell
away, explaining to them how God
restored the true doctrìne with the

coming forth of the Book of Mormon
and the establishment of His Church.
We explained to them the spiritual
ofÊcers and duties of the Church, how
it was set up exactly as Jesus set it up
in His day, i.e., Apostles, Evangelists,
Pastors (Elders), Teachers, Deacons
and Deaconesses.
We told them how God moved

upon Brother William Bickerton to
preserve the true doctl'iûe alìd that
allowed our church to bave the name
The Church of Jesus Christ as shown
in the 27'h Chapter of III Nephi. After
answering their questions regarding
the Church and baptism, I asked wlio
wantod to be baptized? Brother
Mar.uin, Ed's son, quickly answered,
"all of us." We discussed when, and
it was decided that four would be
baptized Tliursday morning and two
would be baptized Friday rnoming
because oftheir work scliedules.
Brother Ed asked how the Church
would progress in Pagadian City. Who
would baptize and minister to them?

I told Brother Ed that I had been
concerned about this queslion also
and that God had shown me that we
needed to havc a local elder, tcacher
and deaconess. I asked how hc felt
about being called into the ofÏce of
Illder. He said he was willing to work
fo¡ the Lord. I told birn to PraY and
ask God if He would reveal His calling

to him.
Brother Ed and I had Planned
to walk togclher early thc lollowing
morning. As we met, he immediatelY
told me about the experience he had
during the night. Brnther Ed prayed
thât God would forgive all his sins.
Brother Ed opened up his head and
asked God if it was He who was calling him and if it was He. to let him
know lor sure in his heart. l)uring
the night Brother Ed had this recurring dream. The dream kept repeating
itself until morning. "I was shown
a syrnbol which îelt familiar but
somehow i could not understand no¡
lemember It was being shown to me
over and over and the impression was
that it meant the number 469." UPon
awakening very early, he prayed to
God and inquired what the drear¡
rneant. The inspiralion came to him
to go to page 4ó9 ofThe Church of
Jesus Christ Book of

Motmon which

he quickly did. This is the 27'r' chapter
oflll Ncphi and on page 469 verse

6: "And whoso taketh upon him my
name, and endureth to lhe end, the
satne shall be soved at the last day. "
On page 468, Brother Ed was directed
to verse 9: "And when they shall have
rcceited this, which is expedient that

try lheir failh,
they
shall
and if it shall so be that
shall
the
believe those things Íhan
unto
lhem. "
greater things be nanifesl
frorn
my
"All
doubts
Brother Ed said,
welling
there,
fears
r¡ind fled and I sat
down from my eyes. I knew right then
in my heart, it was the Lord's call."
An e-mail was sent to lhe Asian
sector leaders containing this experience and our lcelings about his
calling and requested permission to
ordain Brother Ed as an elder. After
some dialog, the Quorum of Twelve
Apostles approved the rcqucst. We
they should

havefrst,
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mct with Brothcr Ed. B¡othcr Marvin
and Sister Naida during the day ând

continued discussíons on the doctrine
ofthe Church and also tbe grcat differences we have with the doctrine ofthe
formc¡ rcstoratiorl church. A rneetìng
was held that evening and Brothcr
Rick spokc on the scripture ofthe

woman at the well. Brother Chip followed and the blessings of the Spirit
were very great. We blessed the feet
washing and communion cloths and
utensils, and cnded the day by having
dinner together and continuing to exchange experiences about the Gospel

ofChrist.
Thursday morning we arrived
very carly al lhc sca lor lhe baptisnrs.
Brother Ed, Sister Naida, Brother
Marvin and Sister Jolibee, Marvin's
wife, were baptized. It was a very
blessed morning as our new brothers
and sisters niade their covenant with
the Lord. Brother Ed told us that during the nighl he prayed and asked the
Lord how they would spread thc Gospel. FIe will build a pavilion on the
propclty they own to be used as their
church building. He used the phrase
the "Gospel ìn Aotion." We spent
the late morning and early afternoon
discussing the duties of the offices of
elder, teacher and deaconess. Also, we
discusscd feet washing and the rnethod
of serving Holy Comtlunion.
The evening meeting began with
singing some songs from our Salrls
Hymnal as they desirod to know the
songs we used. The four brothers and
sisters received thc baptism ofthe
Holy Ghost by the Laying on of Hands
from the ministry, We spoke of the
great blcssings wc have in knowing
the true Christ and the power of His
Spirit. We contilrued with the ordinations-Brother Ed was ordained an
Eldet Brother Marvin was ordained a
Teacher and Sister Naida was ordained
a I)eaconess. There was a wonderful
outpouring of God's Spirit as these ordinations took place. One experience
was that as Sister Jolibee was washing
Sister Naida's feet, she did not say
an audible prayer but B¡other Rick
was givcn lhe words she was saying
in English. Praisc Gotl. Communion
was served to the new convetts and
Brother Ed testified that he had never
(Continued on Page 1 1)
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As the United States celebrates yet another year of independence this July 4'r', we ìn the
Church can thank God for the promised land, where we can sen¡e God without opposition
and we can enjoy the prosperity that is attainable by anyone who desires it. Our missionaries who travel abroad can attest to the fact that we live upon a blessed land, and many say
whcn they retum home, they are so relieved to be back in a land with so many comf'orts and
conveniences oflife. Many say they are so blessed when they retum to their branches, where
the saints ofGod understand their puryose in God's Restored Gospel, and where even the
missionaries can be "refueled" spiritually by thcir spiritual mothers and fathers in the United
States. The Gospel was restored upon this land ofAme¡ica, and it will someday be the land
of Zion as well. The scriptures tell us that no one comes to this land, unless God allows it.
How blessed we are, and how thankful we should be that we have been chosen to be here.
There is a scripture thât is dislurbing, however. Ìn such a blessed land, we see the following
condilions all ¿round us: pride, deceit, murder, wickedness, mischief, lies, and those thaf
cause discord. These are the fruits of sin that have caused this nation to weaken to a point
where we are not the ensign oftruth and strength around the world like we once were. More
importantly, how does God look upon our nation as a whole, after all the incrcdible bounty
and blessings FIe has bestowed upon us?
"These six things doth the Lord hate; yea, seven are an abomination unto hirn; A proud
Iooþ a lying longue, and hands thaf shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked
imaginqtions, feet thaÍ be swift in running to mischief, A false wifness tha! speaketh lies,

and he lhat soweth discord among bretheren" (Proverbs 6:16- I 9).

Pride, or class distinction permeates every aspcct ofour society. There is a clear line between
the "have's and the have-not's." Lies abound as people try to cover up their sins. Ou¡ courtrooms are filled every day with people lying about things they have done. Murder is heard
on the news every day in almost every place. People who have wicked imaginations are
constantly thinking up new \À/ays to entice people to commit sin, in ways we never thought

imaginable. People seem to be slow to go to church on a Sunday, but have feet quick to
run to a party or a bar where they can "misbehave." Then there are those thât gossip about
others and cause people to turn against one another, sowing discord. This results in a culture
ofhatred, and conditional love.
Jesus spoke against all ofthese things of'ten.

In the Book of Mormon, we read how whoìe
societies werc destroyed upon the land ofAmerica for committing these types ofsins. It
says the people became lifted up in pride, wearing costly apparel, and looking down on
others. Unfo¡tunately, we live in a day that is hauntingly sirnilar to the past. We know
what God did in the past to correcf the situation, and so we know what God will do in the
fitture. He is an unchanging God.
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We have a responsibility to set the example to others. We should strip ourselves ofpride,
and t¡eat everyone equally, regardless of their stature in life, or thei¡ race, ethnicity, or
anything that makes them diffelent from ourselves. We should always be truthful, keeping
our mind set upon things that are pure and ofa good report. Our feet should be quick to
run to Church activities and to help our brothers and sisters in need; visiting thc sick and
afflicted. Extremely irnpoftant is not to gossip, or talk badly about anyone. God hates this.
Ifanything, we should talk about the good in one another, and lift one another up in love.
There is always sorncthing good we can find in every person. Let's focus on that, and be
an example of Christ. We are His ambassadors, chosen to be on this land for a reason. We
are not herejust to pass the time uselessly, but should labor to bring about God's kingdom,
so that someday we will see His kingdom across the entire, blessed land ofAnrerica.

Let's thank God we live upon such a blessed land notjust by saying "thank God," but by
the lifc we live.
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FOLLOWERS WEAPONS

A Great Battle by
God's People
(Alma 2)

Dear Friends,

About {ìve hundred years after
Lehi had come to the Prornised Land,
the people ofNephi, who served God,
set up a govelnment where they were
ruled byjudges. In their old days,
kings had luled and bad things had
sornetimes happened because uot
all kings were good. When power
bclongs to one bad person, thât person
(the king) can ohange the laws and
hurt the good people,
Now in the fifth year ofthejudges, an evil man named Amlici began
to talk against the people of God and
Lhe

judges. Amlici formed

BATTLE

BIIì.D
ALMA
PEOPLË, OIì
AIR
ELECT
ENEMIES WILD
ANIMALS
TO
PRAY
GOD

a

political

group with himself as the leader FIe
wanted to be the boss ofthe whole
country; he wanted to be a king.
The governor of the land was
Alma. Alma was also tlie head of the
Church, a man who served God faithfully. Across thc country, the people
began dividing iuto two groups. Alma
arranged an election âccording to the
laws of thc land so the pcople could
decide whether to have a king or to be
ruled by judges.
The friends and followers ofthe

wicked Amlioi lost! More people
chose to keep their t'eedom and be
ruled by judges. Immediately Amlici
formed an army to attack the peoplc of
God. He calledhis followers Amlicites.
They gathcred swords and knives and
spears, and all weapons of war.

But Alma quickly rcalized thelr
danger and formed his people, the
Nephites, into an anny also. Whcn
the fighting started many men were
killed from both sidcs, but Alma
cried unto the Lord to strengthen the
pcr-rple of Cod. and God hcard him.
The Nephites began to beat back their'
enemies. The Amlicites turned and
ran away.
Alma sent spies to watch thetn,
and they returned with terrible news!
A huge army oflheir ancierll enenrics.
the Lamanites, was approaching their
borders and marrhing towards their
unprotected cities. Thc Amlicites had
joined them, and now they greatlY
outnumbered God's followers.
The people began to cry out to
God to save them, and the Lord heard
thcir cries and stïengthened them. The
next day the Nephites began battling
thousands ofthe Larnanites, who fell
before them.
Finally, the Larnanite and Amlicite armies turned and fled into the
wilderness. There, the wild jungle
animals killed many and the buzzards
in the sky feasted on the dead. Piles
of bones were all that was left ofthe
enemies of God's people.
This is the same God that we
love and serve. When we become
spiritually weak or too proud to serue
God, sometimes \rye must suflèr things
(problems) that wake us up to return
to God and rejoice in l{is love. Scriptures tell us that God is the same yesterday, today and forever As Hc was
there to hear the children ofNephi, He
will be there to heal us. Our battles
will be God's battles.

Sincerely,
Sìster Jan
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"God Has Everything

in Control"
By Evangelist Thomas P. Liberto
Because ofheavy media cove¡age over the past few r¡onths about the
US/Mexico Borde¡ one rnight believe
the city of T¡uana, Mexico is rapidly

becorning a very dangerous city. ln
these ever-changing times there are
constarìt rcpor[s of police corruption,
violence and other horrible crimes
taking place just a few miles south of
the bordcr from San Diego, Calil'ornia.
Although these situations, activities
ofthe local drug cartel and the Swine
Flu outbreak are nothing to be taken
lightly. it is clcar thal thc Lord is in
control and I-le has a group of saints in
that city that are determined to serve

FIim.

blessing upon those in attendance.
Once entering the sanctuary it was
wonderful to see that r.vell over 100
pcople had gathcred l"or the servicc
and their singing of hymns filled the
room. It was beautiful to hear thc
brothcrs, sisters and visitors sing lor
the next 45 minutes to the honor and
glory of God in the Spanish language.
The meeting was opened in
prayer and Brother John introduced
the service using Ether 13. Through
a translafo! Brother Juan Rivas who
is the first counselor ofthe Church in
Mexico, Brother John explained that
those in attendance are of the House
of Israel and he further explained the
lineagc to Joseph. He continued to
explain that those in attendance are of
the Seed ofJoseph who was used to
save his brothers from starvation du¡ing thc grcat laminc and Lhat a prornise

On Sunday, April 26, Evangelists John DiBattista ând Thomas P
Liberto walked across the US/Mexico
Border from San Diego into Tijuana
to visit the saints in that mission and
to worship with thenì. They were met
by a deacon, Brother Eddie Oseguera,

from the rnission at the south side of
the San Ysidro lnte¡riational Border Crossing and driven to the church
building which sits on a hillside about
fìve miles from downtown Tijuana.
Typically, brothers from thc US who
are farniliar with Tijuana and the rnission drive across the border and to the
l¡ission on their own, but with all oI
the unsâlc rcpons and travel warning
issues it was decided to travel with a
local brother to the mission. It was
wonderful to hear his repons during
the drive ofhow the Lord has blessed
the mission even in thc midst of all of
the violence occurring in the city on a
daily basis. These blessings include
many visitors frorn the neighborhood
attending the seruices and five baptisms in the past two months.
Thc brolhers arrived at the mission
and were greeted by many brothsrs,
sisters and visitors arriving for the
Sunday service which was scheduled
to begin at 10:00 a.m. Congregalional
singing began as the Ministry met in a
side room to greet each other, discuss
the order oflhe day and to hold prayer
together, asking for God's power and

with an invitation to all who had notgiven

thei¡ life to Cluist to do so and to accept
the inheritance God promised thern.
The scrvice was opened for
tcstimony and a visitor stood ìn tears.
She explained the Spirit she felt and
expressed she wanted to accept the
inheritance that was prornised her by
giving her life to Christ. She asked
to be baptized into The Chu¡ch of

Christ. Many tears flowed as
the testinonies continued and one

Jesus

after another stood to thank God lor
His wonderful blessings in their life.
As the Spirit continued to flow from
vessel to vessel many others began
tÒ stand and thank God for coming
in conlacl with the Church. They
thanked God for the message that was
shared and before long another had
asked to join the fold ofJesus Christ.
The Spirit of calling continued and
finally, as the Lord's Supper was being
prepared, a deacon approached the

"...it is always wonderful îo
hear how God is laithful to
those who serve Hím...

"

was made to his seed that a promised

land would be provided them. Brother
John also explained parl ofthe inheritance ofreceiving this blessed land
wtluld bc to expcriencc the bìessings
olCod in their lives, antl that prornise
still holds true today. Hc continued by
sharing numerous experiences in the
Church across the world ofhow God
is the same yesterday, today and forever because ofthe promise He made
to Abraham.

Brother Tom followed by stating
it is always wonderful to hea¡ how
God is faithful to those who selve IIim
and how His power is evident in our
lives and the lives ofour farnilies. He
continued with Luke 10 and explained
that, just like the original sevenly, we
should not marvel in the blessings
God grants us, but that our names are
written in Heaven. This is the greatest
inheritance ofall and the one that
makes all ofthe otherblessings possible.
He then shared Alma 5:58 and ex-

plained the great inherilance will only
be granted to those who are baptized
and give their life to Christ. He ended

pulpit and sharcd with the Minishy
that yet anotlìer person had requested
to be baptized. Praise God for His
goodness and mercy, and for His
laithfulncss in keeping His promisc
yesterday, today and foreverl
The congregation eljoyed
Communìon togethe4 and there was
a wonderlul spirit felt by all. Two
babies were blessed and there was

much morc singing to the houor and

glory ofGod. The service was eventually brought fo a close and everyone
greeted one another in tlie Spirit of
Christ. praising Cod lor His blessings
on this wonderful day when three new
souls came to Christ. 'lhe Ministry ate
lunch together while discussing somc
natural affairs olthe mission belorc
the visiting brothers were retulned to
the border.
It was a truly woDderful day
where not even for a moment did the

"risks" of this dangerous city cnter
into their minds. As promised, IIe has
given us power to "tread on serpents"
and nothing shall hurt us as we do His
will. We continuc to thank God for
I-Iis blessings, yesterday, today and
forever, and we look forward to hearing how He will continue to bless His
work, in Tijuana, and the entire world,
as His inheritance is freely given to
those who

will

serve

llim.

EcuadorMissionaryTrip
March 2009
By Brolher Ron Mazzeo and

Brother Scott Grffith

Forming a Spiritual Family
in Ecuador
"Hear ye the word of the Lord.
you hearken unto these words, I will
bless you andforn you inlo a fûmilY

spokc these words:

If

in Me. "
This was a powerful message to
the members of the Quito, Ecuador
Mission. On a recent hip by Evangelist Nephi DeMercurio Sr and Brothers Ron Mazzeo, and Jose Gonzalez,
the members ofthe Church in Ecuado¡

were gathered together discussing the
importance of meeting together of'ten
and thus becoming a close knit group;
the gift oftongues was spoken with
tbe (above) interpretation, that God
would unite His people and form them

into a family through His Spirit.
Throughout our lO-day stay,
we met with many people, sharing the Gospel of Christ. We shared
time with Sister Xiomara teaching

Mark's Gospel. Brother Nephi had
told her, the day before, to read the
first two chapters of MaIk. She had
read seven (7) chapters. She showed
a great desire to study the scripturcs,
and Brother Nephi wanted to give her
a panoramic

provided for him in answcr to her
prayers). Another young couple was
present whose baby had recently died.
They asked for prayer, and we praYed
fol God to comfort them in their sorrow. As the ministry was anointing
another in attendance named Helena,
the word of the Lord came forth and

"lfyou

exercise

faith I will grant the things thât you've
asked for, according to your faith."
The Lord was certainly touching the
people and meeting their individual
nceds. As wcll, a man named Luis
Chuchimbe expressed a desire to be
baptized in the future. He also mentioned that he played professionally
as a musician (keyboard/piano) in a
group, and would be willing to helP
thc sainls learn somc church music.
This, ofcourse, was encouraging music to our ears.
We were very prayerful all week
that the Lord would inspire our messages to touch the hearts ofthe people.
Upon praying one morning, Brother
Ron Mazzct-r heard a voice say "Fear
not. I will bc in your midst." During
lhe Sunday service lhat same daY,
Brother Nephi made a remark under
the influence ofthe Spirit, saying "The
physical presence ofGod is in our

midst." It was beautiful to see how
in concef these two experiences were!
Another tribute to God's reas-

surance came while the brothers were
on their knees (in their hotel room) in
mighty prayer because of some ofthe
problems discerned among the saints;
the Spirit raised Brother Ron to his
lcct and he spoke in tongues. Thc interpretation was, "Receivc the strength
ofthe Lord and continue in the work
for I am aware of these things." We
were so blessed that thc Lord was in
direct communication with us throughout the week, guiding us and answering each request.
As we departed, we were very

touched to see the sad reaction from
our brothers and sisters to our leaving. The children wept a great deâ1.
The saints and friends also displayed
sadness at our trip's end. If it is God's
will, we hope to return soon and
continue the "marvelous work and
wonder" as spoken of in the Book
of Mormon and see the roots of the
Restored Gospel go down deeP in
Ecuador's fertile ground. There is a
great deal ofpotential in this work. We
rnust paticntly show them the love of
God and allow God to gradually open
their hearts in His own due time. We
are confident that the Lo¡d will bless
this work if we allow Him to do His
work at His own pace. He will form
the spiritual family ofGod in Ecuador!
Please pray for the work to flourish to
His honor and glory.

view ofthe Gospel and

felt to begin with Mark. Several other
saints and friends arrived soon after
fbr an informal meeting as we continued to teach them of how to implement the lessons leamed, even after
our American brothers would depart.
We spoke on many topics throughout
the week, including the love ofGod,
the pearl ofgreat price, atÕnement,
and the Church's identily and mission.
The lnembers wcre very intent on the
words brought forth, and many were
blessed in testûnony and prayer
Our Sister Mariana told how
merciful God was to her husband who
was givcn up to die by the doctors.
Yct, he came out of the coma he was
in and now is actually back to work
as a taxi driver (ajob which the Lord
Brother Ron and Brother Jose with the Family of God in Ecuador'
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Israel's Advocate:
Doing the Lord's Work
Sometímes God has a unique way

of getting us to do IIis work. At thc
1967 Novenber GMBA Conference,
ìn Monongahela, Pennsylvania, sevclal young people rcquesled baptisnt.
Among them was Michael McGuire
ofLorain, Ohio. He was baplized by
Brolhcr Jc'seph Calabrcse of Lora in.
Ohio and con{ìrmed by IJrother Timothy Dom Bucci ofYoungstown, Ohio.
Most members know Brother Calabrese and some may recall Brother
Bucci. Both brothers wcre strong
participants and supportcrs of Natíve

American outreach.
F'ast forward to March 2009:
Sìster JoAnn McGuire, wiro is a Wampaloag/Blackfeet Natìve American
and the wife of Brothcr Michael, was
asked to join the board of directo¡s
ofthe Nuweetooun Indian School in
Rhode Island. She and her husband
had been strong suppol'ters ofthe
school.

Coincidence? Not in The Church
ofJesus Christ. Jacob said, 'All
things are done in the wjsdom ofFIim
who k¡ows all things" (2 Nephi 2:24).
That knowledge is not limited iu time
or place. God sees all days as one day
(Alma 40:8). Maybe it was God's
plan to have the GMBA in Mononga-

Blessings in Levittown
By Brother Michael Fraschilla
The past few months in the Levittown, PÂ branch have been ones ol'
spiritual and pcrsonal growth for the
members. At the beginning of the year,
the Presiding Elder, Ilrother Jerry
Valenti came up with a list of Growth
Objectives for our branch. Presented
at a luncheon after one ofour Sunday

hela that date, to have Brother ËÌucci
visiting from Youngstown and to havo

Rrother Michacl visiting from Lolain.
And just maybe, God inspired Brothcr
Bucci to include in his prayer a special
blessing on Brother Michael to have
a love for the Native Americans, who
are descendants ofJoseph, son of
lsrael. We would echo the words of
Jacob in 2 Nephi 9. "O the wisdom of
God." And, "O how great the plan of
our God." (This theme is repeated a
numbcr of times as are the woes
exteuded to those who are disobedient.)
What have Brotber Michael and

Sister JoAnn done? Many little things
here and there. Sister JoAnn has taught
a sewing class and assisted in a quill
ing class at the school. She provides
crafts, chokers, and blaukets, ribbon
shifs and dresses. Brother Michael
provides walking sticks and canes.
Both Brother Mrchacl and Sistcr
JoAnn assist at the Tomaquag Indian
Memorial Muscum whrch is associated with the Nuweetooun lndian School
and support an indigenous rights

organization. They attend numerous
pow wows and feasts to be involved
and close to the Native Americans and
their programs. They also were the
contacts for the blanket project to the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in
South Dakotathis pastwinter(an activity
supported by the Atlantic Coast Region). Brother Michael noted, "thcse

meetings, Brother Jerry outlined each
of the tasks and then asked each of the
members to choose one task to focus
on f'or thc next 6 months. Along \'r'ith
choosing a task, a number of the members were chosen to be accountability
partners and would discuss another
member's chosen task with them to
record their progress and help give
them support. Our members could
choose between such things as reading more, teaching lessons, fasting and

prayet etc.
Since the start ofour Growth Objectives we havc scen glorious things
happen. Our Brother Timothy
Cervone has been called to become
a deacon; we have had growth in the

little things are what the Native Americans are looking for. In doing so a
tlust will glow between us that will be
lasting and forever."
I will conclude with Jacob's third
theme in that same chapter, "O, my belovcd brethren, give ear to my words."
The Church of Jesus Christ is noving forward with its Native,American
outreach throughout Nolth and South
Alnerica. The efforts and gains may
appear small at this time, but as the
Scriptures state, "by small means the
Lord can bring about great things" (l
Nephi l6:29; see also Alma 37:6, 7,
41). Let us each do our small part so
that the Lord's work will continue to
roll fonvard and He will be glorified
through FIis Son, Jesus Chlist, that
these words may bc fulfilled, "For if
the casting away ofthem [Israel] be
the reconciling ofthe world, what
shall the receiving of thern be, but
life flom the dead?" (Romans I I :15).
Who would not want to be a part of
such a glorious event? Ifyou \rould
like to assist, ask Cod for opponunities to share the message and contact

your Region Native American Outreach Committee (or RMOC) - today!
Also, visit the General Church web
site ww w.thechurchoijcsuschrist.orp
for a copy ofthe NAOC Handbook
to help you get started and provide
you with the tools to do some of the
Lord's wolk.

form of t¡ansferring members; we
have had people in the community
come inside and join in our meetings; we havc seen past members
walk through our doors that we have
not seen in years. We thank God for
l{is grace and mercy even as He has
helped the mernbers in our branch
with everything from school work to
helping with financial situations in this
dillìcult time. Cod has been blcssing
our branch.
The messages brought forth
through the month of May have been
messages of angels protectìng our children, relying on the Lord for our daily
(Continued on Page 10)
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Blessings in Levittown
Continued from Page

I

bread, and coming to the Lord with
all our problems. On Sunday MaY
24,2009, the Lord sâw fit to show FIis
blessings and power in an overabundance, filling all ol our cups to overffowing. It was a day 1'or thc blessing
of Brother Noah and Sister ChasitY
Bright's newborn son, Noalt.
Brother Jerry opened the meeting with Mark 10:13-16 and recalled
the disciples sending away ihe children, with Jesus then chastising the
discjples. Jesus told them to "Suffer
the little children to come unto me."
Jesus also instructed that one must be
as a little child to enter the kingdom
of Heaven. F'ollowing this, Brothel
Jerry went into 3'd Nephi chapter 17
verses 19 to 24. He told the story of
Jesus in America, and blessing the

little children one by one. He told of
the angels descending and the ring of
firc that formed around the children,
and what a blessing it must have been
to bear vr'itness to that event.
Finally, Brother Jerry ended with
Moroni 8:8-i0, instructing us that
there is no repentance needed for children. Jesus preached that only adults
and parents need repentance. After
this, Brother Mark King spoke and
elaborated, going on to verse number
11 and talking about what an absurdity
it is to ask a little child to be baptized
for the sin they do not have.
Before we went into our break,
Brother Jerry asked Brother Joshua
Boruch to sìng the song The Eagle s
Flight. As we prepared to begin our
break, Brother Nick Iloruch walked
to the pulpit with tears in his eyes
pro-claiming that as Brother Josh was
singing, he saw the Thrce NePhites
standing in the back.
As we broke and fellowshiPPed
for about 15 minutes, we all talked
about what a blessing the meeting had
already been. Brother Tim Ceruone
went to the front and called the hymn,
llave lhe Flags of Zion. Durrng the
song. Christina Rios rnade her dccision to be baptized. The Lord was
pouring out l{is blessings this day.
Aîter the break, Sister Laura
Gibson requested that he¡ own children

who had never been blcssed, KYle and
Chris Gibson, be blessed. Brother
Jeny Valenti blessed Chris Gibson and
Brother Nick Boruch blessed KYle
Gibson. Then Sister Chasity and
Brother Jared Bright's son, Noah, was
blessed by his grandfathe¡ Brother
Mark King. Following this was a
beautiful testimony session in which
the saints talked about the many blessings that had been received.
After we had communion an
announcement was made that Brother
Kevin Perri would be ordained a
Teacher in the coming month. Our
mecting was then brought to a close
What a blessed Sunday! Three
children blesscd, two branch members
to soon be ordained, and one Young
person requesting her baptism after
a long struggle with the decision.
Blessed be the name of the Lord! All
honor and glory to God!

Baotisln and Ordination in
Veirezuela
Continued from Page

1

His Spirit in this part ofthe vineyard.
Before departing for their homes,
everyone enjoyed a treat provided by

Alicia.
During our five-day stay in Valle
Guanape, we spent much time counSister

seling and encouraging Brothers Raul
and Ësnel, as well as discussing vatious Scriptures with them. We also fell
our brothers should teach and prepare
Daniel to be used to teach the children
in songs and Bible stories in a'lunior
church" atmosphere. On WedncsdaY,
both brothers accompanied us to the
airpoÍ in Barcelona where we would
board a plane for the two-hour flight to

Maracaibo and the second halfofour
trip.
Maracaibo proved to be quite a
contrast to the quiet rural atmosphere
ol Vallc Cuanapc. On our arrival
there, we were greeted by llrothers
Jose and Angel Chavez, ancl Rich Nath
who had anived on an earlier flight
from Miamì to join us. Twô taxis took
us and our luggage to our hotel, our
hol¡e for the next five days. Our agen-

da included further counseling wifh

Brother Jose who was ordained into
the Ministry in February. We stressed
the fact that the Priesthood ofThe
Chulch ofJesus Christ has God's authorrty to minister all of the ordinances
of the Gospel as taught by Christ. Basic items relative to the Ministry were

revicwed and reinforced, including
using the Bible and Book of Mormon
together when preaching, our respon-

sibilities as ministers and rnembers
ofthe Church, and various Scripturc
subjects. We also questioned Brother
Angel concerning ordination to the
office ofTeacher and reviewed the
responsibilities ofthe office. We all
were impressed with his humility and

love for the Cllurch as he responded
to our questions. He was encouraged
to prây about this and follow God's

Spirit, The next day \ee met and
continued our discussion with Brother
Angel. He related an experience he
recently had. In a dream, he heard a
voice telling him lo go to a cerlain
place. There was a large tree nearby,
and he began to speak to a group

of

people. Therc was also a large body of
water there. When we asked him if he
was ready to accepi God's calling, he
humbly agreed. The ordination would
take place in our Sunday meeting. I
felt prompted to ask Brother Nath to
wash Brother Angel's feet. Brother
Nath said he felt we would ask him to
do this, a confirmation of God's Spirit.
On Friday we visited with
Brother Jose's family at their apartment. It was immediately obvious this
lovely family is thankful for God's
blessings, and they sincerely love the

Lord. Jose's mother said

she has been

praying for God's calling into thc
Church. We also discussed the role
and duties of a minister's wife with
Siste¡ Carolina, Brother Jose's wife. A
time of fellowship followed. We
were also treated withadelicious dinner.
The next day we traveled out

of

the city to hold a meetilrg with the
surall group in the village ofEl Palo.
To our disrnay, the only ones there
rvere the two elderly sisters. lve spent

some time with them sharing God's
love. While in El Palo, we visited
Jose and Angel's uncle and his farnily. Their backyard is a stone's throw

JulY'
fiom Lake Maracaibo. I-lcre we f'ouud
il to be suitable for baptisms, and it is
rnuch closcr thal thc othcr sitc ¡rcvi-

ously uscd.
Nine of us were in attendallce at
Sunday's meeting, held in the Chavez
lamily apârtment. tsrother Nath had
volunteered to lead the Sunday School
rì)seting. Ilc uscd I Nephi 8. r'ur iewing Nephi's vision of the straight and
nanow pâtlì that leads to the h ee of
lilè and related it to Christ's words

of'thc straight gate at)d tìarrow path
(Matthew 7:13-14). We were asked to
evaluate whcre we are along this path.
ln tlìe servicc that 1'ûllowed, the duties
of a Teacher were re ad froni l"he Ministe¡'s Manual, Ilrother Nath washed
Brother Angel's fèet and I o¡dained

liim.

I contìnucd on the therne of the
straight gale and narrow path, and how
wc must rcnrain focused on rcaching
the tee oflife. Brothers Þ-rank and
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Jose followed on the same subject.
We spent some time anointing and
praying for those with various needs.
Alter thc meeling. we sharcd a time
of fellowship. We were encouraged
with the desire everyone expressed to
\Ä/ork together in love and harmony.
'Ihis will certainly bring many rnore
blessings to this small but sincere
congregation.
Although we didn't accomplish
all of our intended goals, we lefl
Venezuela on Monday feeling fhat
we did our best. However, as with
all missionary work, we left paft of
us there with our new spiritual family and the desire to return in God's
duc time. Please con- tinue to pray
I'or the "Saints of the Caribbean." In
tlre words of a Gospel song, "Li le is
much wlrcn God is in it "

Truth Shall Make You Free
Cont¡nued fróm Page 4

had as wonde¡lul a blessing bclore in

his life.
Friday morning we

Brother R¡ch Nath wash¡ng the feêt of Brother Angel Chavez.

\À/ent to the
wâters and IJrother Ed baptized Sister
Jennifer Ab¡aham and Sister Felicidad
Oculares and all were greatly blessed.
ìn lhc aftcrnoon. \À/e had a meeting
and confirmed the two sisters. Brother
Art spoke on Alma 7, where we are
encouraged to be faithful to the Lord
and have the attributes of the Spirit.

Both of the newly-baptized sisters
gâve their testimony. Sisfer Felicidad
spoke with such humbleness, and as
her tea¡s fell from her cheeks we were

all overcome with the Spirit. Brother
Ed testified with tears in his eyes that.
he had been a member ofa resto¡ation
church for' 38 years but this was the

The Chavez fam¡ly in Maracaibo: Brother Jose, Sister Carol¡na, Angel, Daysi, the

Chavez boys, and Brother Angel Chavez.

fi¡st time he had felt the Spirit of God.
Sìster Naida told us that she was so
very happy.
Brothe¡ Ed was very blesscd as
he se¡ved comrnunion. We concluded
the mecting with a feet washing service. As I washed Brother Ed's feet I
fclt I was on a cloud. What a beautiful day and timc we had with our new
saints at Pagadian City. Please pray
that God will continue to bless our
brothe¡s and sisters in this part of the
Philippines.

1)

Julv- 2009

*

WEDDINGS *

Scott Michael Sims and Michelle
Bcnyola wcrc united in holy Inatrimony on Febnrary 13, 2009 at Detroit,
Michigan Branch #1 .
Rrother .Jason Genaro and Sister
Adlianna Phillips were united in hoìy
rnatrimony on May 23, 2009 in the
Forest Hills, Florida Branch.

Children Blessed
Brandon Richard Covig, son of
Emily Markel and Brandon Colvig,
was blessed on Febntary 15, 2009 at
the Lomin, Ohio Branch.

Ava Marie Lesperance, daughter

ofRyan and Gina Lesperance, was
blessed on April 19, 2009 at Detroit,
Michigan Branch #1.
Anna Maria Mott, daughter of
Brother Timothy and Sister Jimena
Mott, was blessed on May 9, 2009 at
the Montreal, Quebec Mission.
Dalton Blake Bamett, son

of

Melissa and Christopher Barnett, was
blessed on May 10, 2009 at thc Treasure Coast, F'lorida Branch,
Hannah lIavilah, daughter

of

Brother Kelly and Na'alie Humphrey,
was blessed onMay 24,2009 at the

Forest Hills, Florida Branch.

Address Change

Ashley Marie Rogallo, daughter
of Brother John and Amy Rogalla, was
blessed on May 31, 2009 at the FIollywood, Florida Branch.

Baptisms
Brother John Patrick l-Ioulihan
was baptized onApril 19,2009 àtfhe
Detroit, Michigan Branch #1. He was
baptized by Brother Br€tt Gibson and
confirmed by Brother Larry Champine.
Brother John David Cote Jr. was
baptized on May 31, 2009 at the Lake
Worth, Florida Branch. He was baPtized by Brother Chuck Maddox
and conÊrmed by Brother Kevin Jasmin.

Brother Phillip Brickhouse was
baptized on May 10, 2009 at the CaPe
Coral, Florida Branch.

Brother Ricco Notamicola was
¡einstated into The Church ofJesus
Christ on May 24, 2009 at the Forest
Hills, Florida Branch.
Sister Wilma Carr Osterwise was
reinstated into The Church of Jesus
Christ on April 26, 2009 at the Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch.
Sister Roseanne Mulla was
baplized at the Plumbrook. Michigan
Branch. She was baptized by Brother
Michael Capone and confirmed bY

Brother Mark Palmieri.
Brother Jerelny Peshl was
baplized at thc Plumbrook, M ichigan
Branch. He was baptized by Brother
Nephi DeMercurio Sr, and confirmed
by Brother Michael Capone.

Name
Address

Ordinations
Brothe¡ Brian Brown was or-

Phone

Branch or Mission

dained a deacon onMay 24,2009 at
the Treasure Coast, Florida Branch.
His feet wcre washed by Brother Clint
Cason and he was ordained by Brother
I)avid Checchi.

OBITUARIES
llle wish to express our sympathy
lo those Íhat mourn lhe loss of loved
ones. May God bless and comfort you.

BARTALOMEO "BEN" DIPRONIO
Brother Bartalomeo "Ben" DiPronio of Detroit, Michigan Branch #1,
passed on to his reward on Maroh 30,

2009. He was preceded in deatb bY
his pzuents, Brother Rocco and Sister
Lucia DePronio; and two sisters, Mary
Karjeski and Angeline Disantis. He is
survived by his wife, Sister Rosalie;
son, Rocco; daughte¡ Sabrina (Leo)
Haudek; granddaughter, Bianca; and
one sister, Gr¿ce Bcrgen.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Riina, Josephine
1982 Indian Lake Road
National City, MI 48748
Vargo, Jennie
14565 Angelique
Allen Park, Ml 48101
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Freedom Fighters

not requiìng or relying oil somcthing else; not contingent upon ot
bound by." As often is the case, thc

By Brother Doug O'Bradovich
Independence Day! The 4rr, of
Julyl What other holiday has the
audacity to sirnply be identified by its
date? l'm sure you have all hea¡d
the sarle joke: i)oes llngland have
"The 4Ù of .luly"t Ol course they
do, theyjust don't celebrate it!
What an intriguing concept that
an entile country, without apology,
would set aside an cntire day each
ycar to celcbrate their lrccdorn.
Making such a confident statenìent
annually is especially bold in light of
more than half of the world beìng
inhabited by count¡ies not able to
enjoy such Iiberries. Ir is approximated that 103 (43 are considered
"not free" and 60 are considered

"partly licc"J of the 195 counlrics in
the world are at least limited in their

frcedoms. 'lhis year the United

States will experience tlic lreedom of
choicc for the 233,d year, reminding
all that on July 4, 1776, she clair¡ed
her independence frorn any and all
other authorities. Every Arnericanborn cifizen reading this articlc
inherited theiÌ liberâtcd status,

realizing thisjoy

as a blessed

bifth-

right.

rn ldjcctivc. is
dcfined as, "not subiect to contrcI
by others: bcing self-govenrctl:
Trrdcpcntlcncc.

single dimensional definition ofa word
doesn't quite capture i[s full essence.
Anyone who has evcr experienced
true independence would attest to it
bcing so muoh more significant.

It

might be even rnore powerful to get
the tcstimonial of someone who has
transitioncd from captivity to independence, as they undoubfedly wôuld
express more enthusiasm in explaining
the affects of such liberty versus this
simple defìnition.

Most Americans grew up
leaniing the names oftraditional
historical figures such as George
Washington, Thomas Jefferson and
Abraham Lincoln as Freedorl Fight
ers and appropriately so.

I submit

that there are many more names to bc
added to this list ofgteat Americans.
Where is the name of that great
American, Sister Betty Alessio of
Mcsa. Arizona? Why is Brolhcr
Anthony D'Antonio ofAliquippa,
Pennsylvania absent fi'oln tliis list of
great freedom fighters in Arnerican
history? I have searched thc historv
books and lìave yet to uncover tirc "
name of Sistcr Susan Moroco of

Hollywood, Florida. Like each ofyou,

I'm thankiul to have been taught
J'orcmcntioncd nanrcs of grcal
Americans who struggled for the
cause of fi'eedom; howcver, I arn
a

the

g

troubled by the obvious omission of
other great Americans of equal
greatncss. The slruggle for Amcrican
libelty should include an cxpanded list
that might include names like Catone,
Lovalvo, Garcia, Scaglionc, Heaps,
Calabro, Martinez, Picciuto and Smith
(1o narne but a few).

II Nephi t:9

sfates,

"...inastnuch

as those whom the Lord God shall
bring out of the land of .Ierusalem
shall keep his connandments, thay
sltall prosper upon the face of this
land and they shall be kept front all
other nations, tlnt they nay posscss
tltis land Ltnto thanselves. And if it
so be that they shall keep his
comtnancintcnts they shall be blcssed
ttpon the face of tltis land, and
there shall be none to nolest thent,
tlol to take away the land of their
ìnheritance; and they shall dwelt

safely forever."
I understand this verse to clearly
empowel the first inhabitants ofthis
land to become actively involved in the
fight for freedom. lt has been said
that'ho man is an island," whicb
implies that we ale Dever independcnt
ofeâcli other; in fact, quite the
colìtrary. Clearly the verse above
speaks ofthis interconnection as the
safety o1àn entilc laud is contingelìt
upon the behavior ofa few, one
individual ar a time. It further clarifies
(Continued on Page 10)

The Churoh of Jesus Christ
Notice of available positions at the WORLD OPERATIONS CENTER
Job Requirement Prohle
Job

TittE:

Reports

TYPESITT, LAYOTJT AND EDTT MINUTES AND PRINTED MATERIAL

Toi

The Gcnetal Church Presìdency

Location: World Operations

Ccnter

-

Greensburg, PA

I) General l'uncLion: Perform various lâyout, edit, and secretarial lunctions'

ll)

Job Duties and Responsìbilities:

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Layout, edit and proofreacl thc Gospel News with material scnt fiorn Editor'
Prépare new andixisting literature lot reprint: cdit, typeset, and proofread
preparing (sorting and bindling) I.lull.ranitarian Foundàtion Fund newslctter and.Fllsl Vorces for 3"r class mailing.
Sr.rpervise

printing o1'ìtcms that come in camcra leady.

Layout General Church Minutes and Agenda
Edit and proofread evcrything we print.
Work with printers on all items (everything we print).

III) Office Functions and Responsibilities:

l.

Sorl paper and e-mails.
Record all Accounts Receivable
Make copies ofpayable, send originals to Central Treasury.
Invoice orders/make copies for Centtal Treasury.
Database
Maintain General Churóh rncmbership, Branch áncl Mission Ëlders, NAOC (separate rnailings) Voices
Answer phone calls.
Monthlt distribute I'' class Gospel News/Foreign and Canada
Offlce.
lrrepare Humanitarian Foundatiån Funcl newsleiter for distribution, 1'1 and 3"rclass, and deliver to Post
Collate, trim, and staple newly printed pamphlels.
10. Add new items to inventory.
I I . Distribute and invoice GMBA literature, posters, flycrs, and registration forms'

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
g.
9.

IV) Relatio

s

with others:

inquirics, and provide or obtain
F-requent intemal and external contact with Church associates and individuals making
^
and provide an atmosphere of
profcssional
manner
infoirlation. MUST have ability io inter act with people in a tactful
friendly sewice when interacting with all individuals.

V)

Knowledge and Skill Requirements:

Job Experience

Necessary Skills

3-5 years office experience or equivalent

Strong typirlg skills
Mathematics and sirnple statistical skills

Education

Office cornputer skills
Knowlcclge of MS Word, Excel, Outlook, PowerPÔint etc'
Effective communication skills
Effective organizational skills
lntereste<i applicants should send a resulne

to:

Fligh School degree or equivalent with office
skii ls/business training background or fonnal
post lìigli school courses including computer
skills, oflìce practiccs.

PaulPahnieri
319 Pine Drive

AliquiPPa,PA 15001
e-mail ppalmieril@msn.com
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But we trust that God will continue to
see us through the opposition we face

if wc prove faithful k¡ FIis will,
That evening we âll met at a
local restaulant and had dinnel with
the saints. There were sixteen ofus
all together. lt was a wonderful
reunion. During one of the many trips
to the airport to pick up arriving saints,
one

Evangelistic Tiip to ltaly November 2008
By Brother Anthony L Micale
Several weeks before Evangelists Alex Gentile, John DiËÌattista and
I left for this trip, Brother John
DiBâttistâ e-mailed me a request that
we should start to pray for God to
blcss us on our upcoming trip to ltaly.
ln his e-maìl he wrote the words of
the lrynn Blessed Assutance ín
Italian.

L

- e' mio Gesu '
Qualcdolcezza: ho il cicl quaggiu.
Gia son rinato - redento son,
Dio m'ha comprato * ho il Suo
Lieta certezza:

perdon;

coRo.
Questa

e'mia storia;

questa e'

mia fe'
Tutta ha la Gloria Cristo mio le;

2. Gesu' rni guida -

anise non ho,

Satan rni sfida

- ma vincero;
Gli angcli intanto - recan dal ciel
L'alnore santo - del Divo agnel.
Coro.

3,

Son Sottolnesso

-

Sempre al

Signor
Godo l'atrplesso - del Salvator;
Pieno d'amore guardo a Gesu',
Sento nel core - Ia Sua virlu'.
Col o.
Yes, this is my story; this is my
song, praising my Savior all the day

long. As I read, I could not liold back
the teârs. Vy'e look forward to each
tr¡) \¡/ith great antìcipation of God's
blcssings, I lnissed the last trip in

Septerlber due to an unexpccted
operation. I was so disappointed that
I misscd the conferenoe in Sardegna;
but when you're part of thc family of
God you are ncver forgotten or alone.
The brothers and sisters called rnc
every day while I was in the hospital
and gave me a ñlll report ofthe day's
blessing. The love and prayers ofthe
saints helped rne through my ordeal. I
thank God for rny full recovery and
that I was able to make this trip. I
have been so blessed in the Lord's
sefvice.
We all arived safely in Milan,
Italy on the l4'r' of Novcmber, 2008.
One of the goals of this trip was to
see whât could be done about establishmg a mission of thc Church in
Milan. We fastcd and prayed bef'ore
this trip that God would be with us,
and tlìat we would f'eel His spirit and
power. All the merlbers of the
Italian Committee are thankful to God
for the progress that has been rnade
in Italy rrp to now, IJut the work is

justbeginning.
The frequent trips we have
made are very bencficial tn helping
the Cliurch in Italy grow and in the
uplifting of thc Italian saints. The
consistency ofvisits is giving us a
sûong foundation for growing and
supporting the work. We can see the
love ofthe saints grow and their faith
irnprove each time we corne. We
havc hutl rnarry blessings and cxperiences givcn us by God each time we
visit, As in any missionary field we
have many threats and challenges,

olthc brolhers had an experi-

ence. After waiting a long time for a
brother to arive, he was about to
leave the station feeling that he was
not coming. As he was about to leâve
he saw sotneone that looked like the
brothcr, This person walked out and
started to talk to him, and then he
actually saw the brother and the other
person disappeared. The Lord sent
His angel to delay our brother fron.r
lcavirrg. Onc thing is surc. Cod is

faithful to hll our every need.
It was Sâturday night and we
were alI excited about meeting
tomorrow for the Sunday service.
We had an incredible time at our
Sunday service. God is answering all
ofour prayers to lift up and stir up the
saints and visitors here in ltaly. We
had eighteen people ât our meeting at
the hotel. Four were not baptized.
We were vcry blessed by the turnout
ofpeople. The power ofGod was
prcsent antl lwo mernbers saw visions
verifying thc wonderful spirit that was
plcsent. One ofour ncw sisters, who
was baptized at the Sardegna Confcrence last September, saw a bright
light around one ofthe American
br¡thcrs while hc was speaking.
Another sistcl' later saw a half moon
shape light and two personages behind
the ministry while anothel brother was
speaking. The brother was telling an
experience he had that involvcd thc
sâints in Italy. We anointed several
pcople and the power of God was felt
by all. The Ministry was in wonderfil
harrnony and all spoke on the same
subject. 'lhe nieeting went almost
three hours and not an ltalian budged,
which in itself is a miracle.
After the service we all mct at a
restaurant for lunch. l3uilding lclatìonships with farnily ard lricnds is
very important. As the Lord has said,
(Continued on Page 4)
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Message from the Seventy
cont¡nued from Page 3

they will know you by the love you
show one another. It wâs an added
pleasure that a brother and sister from
Ccrmany werc wilh us. Thal evcning
we went to onc of the saint's homes
and there the spirit continucd to move,
One of our young sisters asked us t0
bless hcr two young children. Wc
prayed for several of thc young people
at this time , as well. The tears were
flowing in respollse to the Spirit ofGod
thât '.^/as prcsent. Thc family was voty
uplifted. We had a wonderful colrversation about thc thíngs olGod and the
Church.
We had prayed fbr an opening to
visit our new sister and her husband at
lheil homc irt l3ergamo lo tncct thcir
family. As wc had hoped they asked
us to come visit thern. God is goclcl.
When Brother Alex first visited them
three years ago the liusband was very
cold to them. Now since our sister
has been baptized hc is a changed
u.ran. He is very close to being baptized.
God is able to soften a heart of stone.
Isn't the love of Jesus something
wonderful? They have a beautiful
home with a big garden. As i walked
into the garden, I thought ofthe garden
that Jesus prayed in at the last part of

His ministry the pain He rnust have
fèlt, I felt God's Spiit as I thought of
these things in this garden. it was a
blessing. Thcy plepared a six-course
l¡eal. We lnet their daughter and spent
the uext four hours talking about the
l,ord and the many expcriences we
have all had. Her grauddaughter, who
is sixteen years old, asked lor prayer.
She suffers from headaches and
swollen eyes. We will contilìue tó pray
for her that God will show I-Iis power.
'We
know that in this way we can
show that this is the ttre Church of
Jcsus Christ.
Based on the great attcndânce at
the Sunday service in Milan, we are
encouraged to move for-ward with
looking into a rnee ting place. We said
gÒodbye to the saints in Milan and
stâr'tod ourjoulney to San Demetrio. lt
is a long trip, about 800 miles o¡ 1200

kilorleters, Brolhcr Ilosario joined us
on the long drive. It was a two-daY

drivc, which takes about l2 hours.
Thank God we arrived safcly in San
Demetrio on Wednesday aftcrnoou.
The first stop always is at thc home of
a faithful couple. We were so hapPY
to sec cach othcr'. They arc strong itt
the faith. Our sister has not been

f'eeling well. Brothcr Alex prayed for
her, and we retired for the evening.
The next motning we started out
at the church fo| prayer, It was our
desire that the I-ord would lead us with
His Spirit during this visit. Brother
Rosario prayed first as we held hands.
Ncxt Brother John DiBattista gave a
powerful prayer hlled with God's
Spiiit, The prayer was for the Church

in Italy and the needs of the saints
there and our families at home. Brother
Alex and I followed in prayer. We
really felt God's Spirit - what a wonderful way to start the missiolaty trip
in San Dernetrio, We have several
family members of the saints that are
stlugglingwithjoining the Chuch.
They arc having tlouble with thcir
families over the decision tojoin the
Church. We made many stops to visit
the saints in this area of Italy, and
many of thcm askcd us to ¡rray for'
them and their fàmilies. ThetB are
strong superstitions in Italy. One sistcr
said that there is an evil spirit in her
hone. This has beeu an ongoing
ploblem for a long time. The brothers
have prayed for this problem over a
ten-yeat' period. Brother Alex gave a
powerful prayer that God would
remove this fear from her. We spent
rnany hours telling experiences ofthe
Lord and discussing the Church.
Brothe¡ John showed slidcs on his
conrputer from past Church events
over thc ycars. Wc wilì keep praying
that someday the children and the
families of the saints will come to The
Church of Jesus Christ.
The next day, Friday, we started
the day again in prayer and song at the
church. It was very cold and windy.
A young woman that the brothers had
been tâlking to for some title about the
Church, seemed to be close to baptism. However, she e-mailcd us last
month that she was an atheist and did
not believe in God. How quicklY the
encmy ofour soul can enter in. The
yourìg woman's motlìcr wants to join

the Church - hcr childreu are very
niuoh against it. She asked last May
to be bâptized but wânted to waìt a
year due to mourning her husband's
death. We spent several hours talking
to them, but to no avail. Before we left
we held hands and offered prayer fbr
the family. Since we retumed from

Italy wc hcard lrom Brother Rosario
that the young won'ìan wc were

prayìng for was arrested with three of
her young friends. Now we understood bcltcr tlie change that calte over
hel' heart. You cannot scle God and
the devi1.

Thc lext day. Saturday. wc again
met at the church for playet. We
spent most of the moming working on
tlre new tbree-ycar plan. As pafi of
the new plan we hope to increasc our
visits to eight times a year for ten to
l'ouflecn days al a t¡rne. lt is vcry
important that we receive input from
Brother Rosario and the saints in Italy.
We wrotc a preliminary financial plan
also. We made good progress on thc
plan. We continued in visitnig many of
the famiüy mcmbers of the Church.
'l'hc son ofonc ofthc spiritual pillars in

Itâly requosted a Book of Mormon,
whiclr we delivered to him. We were
glad to see him in chutch on SundaY.
We havc thlee plospccts for new
membership in San I)enetrio.
The next day was Sunday. There
wele about eight ofus, two ofthern
visitors, lt was a wonderful service,
with God's Spìrit and blessings felt.
We said goodbyc to thc brothers and
sisters and started the long drive back
to Rome for our flight horne. Thank
God we all atrived liome safely.

Church bu¡ld¡ng

¡n

San Demetrio, ltaly
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"And it cane to pass tllat the Lord God caused that there should be a furious wind blow
upon the face of the wateß, towatds the ptonised land; and thus they werc tossed upon
the waves of the sea before the wind. And it came to pass that they were nany times
buried in the depths of the sea, because of the moltntain waves which broke upon then,
and also the great antl terrible tempests which were caused by the fierceness of t:he wirul.
And it came to pass that when they were buried ìn the deep there was not water that could
hurt them, tlrcir vessels being tight lìke unto a dish and also they were tight like unto the
ark of Noalt; l:herefore when lhey were enconpassed about by many waters they did cry
unlo the Lord, and he did bLing tltetn forth again upon tlte top ofthe watets. And it cane
to pass tltat the wind did nevu cease to blow towards the promisecl land while they were
upon the waters; and tltus they were driven fòrth bef'ore the wlrd" (ìlther 6:5-8).
purpose forthe Jareclites, and His purpose was going to be accomplished no matter
wha[. FIe was going to bring thein to the Promised Land. Ile gave them the know-how to
build barges that could withstand a stormy sea, provided them fight, ancl caused a gt€at storm
to push the barges by a wind that never ceased to blow towards the Promised Land. There
was no way the Jaredites were NOT going to makc it there. God's will was donc. When they
arrived, they cried tears ofjoy f'or tlie mercies of God towards them.

Miohael Z¿i¡o

Húmk

.

The Jaredites were a people who God brought to the Promised Land of America thousands
ofyears ago. They were the fìrst recorded peoplc to bc brought froni the Old World tc¡ the
New World. Hc inshucted thcm to build barges to cross the ocean, and gave thelt stones that
would give them lighf within their barges.
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God has a purpose in our lives today. I{e desires to use us in a way and in things that we may
not cven have thought about before. When He decides that we need to reach a destination
or fulfillHis will in ourlivcs, He will blow a windpushingus continuously in that direction, The
lloly Ghostwill leanupon ourheafts andminds constantly untilwe accomplish what it is that
God wantsus to accomplish. Perhaps itisthatGod wantsyou involved in His missionary work.
Pcrhaps it is that you will hold an office in the Church where you can serve the brothers and
sisters to â greater degree. Perhaps I'Ie wants you to uso your talents for His honor and glory,
and not the worlds. An example I can think of is people who are talented musically. They
rnay grow up taking lessons and play in a band, but if God deoides He wants to use this talent
forHis honor and glory, tìren the wind will never cease to blow you in that direction, untilyou
use your musical talents in the Church.
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In trying to accomplish sornething for God, the devil will ûf to stop and destroy us. The boats
that the Jaredites were in were swallowed up iu the sea like subnarines, and yet it sâys that
no water could enter into their boats and drown them. No matter how bad the storm was (an<i
I'm sure it must have been terrifying for them), they still knew that God was in control, and
Hiswill was goingtobe accomplished no matter what. Whenthe devil tries topreventus from
working forthe Lord, we don'thave to allowhimto deterus orstopus. Ifwe understand God's
will iu our lives, then God wìllput a hcdge atound us, keeping the enelny away and allowing
us to reach our spiritual destination where we can be a great benefìt to Christ,s kingdom on
earth. Sometimes when it feels like we alB going to drown in the depths of the sea, let us
relnembcrthat God has apurposc for our lives. His purposc is not that we would lose our way
or be destroyed. His purpose is that the talents and abilities He has given us will be used for
Flis honor and glory. I-Iis putpose is that we \¡r'ill constantly move towards the destination He
has madc lor us. Let's not be discouraged when tlìe storms are around us. They are taking
us onward to our goal, where we will be all God wants us to be in this lifc. Praise His namc I
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heals us when we are sick and that is
why we are even able to work!
God wants us to give freelY,

The

without worrying and worrying about
jt. In fact, when Jesus came to the
Anrericas alter thc great dcslruction.
one of His ilnportant messages was
about giving money to the Church. In
The Book of Monnon in 3 Nephi 24:ti,
Jcsus quoted the book of Malachi 3:8l2 fior¡ the Old Testamcnt of the

Children's
Corner
By Sister .Ian

Bo*

Jesus Gives Us a
Message about Sharing
Dear Girls and Boys,

Whcn you starl lcarning about
living a life the way Jesus teaches,
there are many intercsting things to
learn and experiments to try. F-or
example, Jesus is very clear about tlìe
unusual way lle wants us to share.
(We know what Fle wants because
He tells us tlìc same thing in the Biblc,
and in The Book of Mormon.) First of
all, we âre told by Jesus in Matlhew
6: 1-4 that God wants us to give in
secret. IÌe said that if we give in
secret, God would reward us openlY.
lf we tell evcryone, then we've
ahoady gotten ôur reward. Which
would you tather have, a few minutes
ofeveryonc thinking you are nice and
generous, or God's big reward when
I-le knows you need it? lthinkl'd
râther wait and see what God wants
ne to have as my reward. In fact, we
should feel so cahl about giving that
we do not worry one bit about it. Jcsus

tells us that our left hand should not
know what the right hand is doing.

We are tauglìt in 2 Corinthians
9:7 that God loves a chccrful giver'.
'I'here was a couple in the early days
ofthe Church, when Peter and the
disciples livcd. They were not cheerful
givers, and they also lied to God. Their
na res were Ananius and Sapphira
(Acts 5:l-l l). ln those days the
churoh people livcd and shared what
thcy had, No one owned more ot'
thought they werc bctter because they
were ¡icher. Pcople were not forced

Bible.

Then she fell down dead and was
camied out and buried. And a great
fear of the power of God came uPon
all ofthe Chulch, This is the same
God that we serve today. He knows
oul hearts. IIc knows our worries and
oulproblems about money. lsn't God,
our great creator, the one in chalge of
every single thing? That means I-Ie
gives us our talcnts so we can get a

job.

Lle gives us work. IIc teaches us
how to usc our money proPerly, and
gives us what wc neecl. God also

a

man rob

WORD SEARCH

GIVE
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lie.

you out."

"Will

(Continued on Page 10)

to do this; they chose to out oflove.
Ananius and his wife sold a piece of
property. Then thcy decided to
pretend to be giving everything, but
secretly lie and keep part of the
money, ând pretend they'd given it all.
When Ananius came before
Peter the Spirit of God knew about the
Petcr asked hirn, "Why has Salan
filled your hearl to lie to the Lloly
Chost and kccp back part of the pricc
of the land? Wasn't it [the landl yours
bcfore and after you sold it fthe moley
was yours]? Why have you trade uP
this lic in your heaÍ? Youdeoided to
lie not ùnto men, but unto God."
When Ananias heard these
words, he lell down dead, and a groat
fear came on all them tltat heatd thesc
things. Thrce hours later, his wife, not
knowing what had gonc on. camc in.
Peter asked her whether she had sold
the land for the âmount her husband
had lied about. She had every cliance
to tell the hïth, but instead, she agrced
with her husband's lie.
Then Peter said unto hcr, "How
is it you have agreed together to tempt
the Spirit ofthe Lord. Bchold, the men
thatjust burìed your husband for lying
to the Lord are here and shall carry

Jesus said,

HEAVEN
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POUR
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ì]LESSINGS
TFIERE

SHALL
NOT
BE
ROOM
ENOUGH

WINDOWS

RECEIVE
IT
TRY
ME

oF'

R

o o

F

o

E

o

U

T

R

P

U

R

T

E

R

H

S

D

E

G

S

N

N

w

N

o

o

D

o

U

S

D

N

T

G

S

E

H

l-l

E

R

E

L

S

o II

B

E

M

Ì

F,

F

T.

L

I

I-

o

R

R

E

s

Y

o o

H

N

G

P

M

T

o

D

N

F]

I

u

T

H

G

Y

S

T

L

E

L

M

C

Ausust, 2009

Etre

ru?äry
PROJECT HISrtray
By

Sister Kristen McLennan

What makes up

viltuous wornan?
While society's prrsenl "standard" of
a woman has fallen from what the
Lord originally intended, how do we,
thc women of The Chur.ch of Jesus
Christ, measurc up? Can we, in
today's setting and terms, exhibit the
qualilies ofthe virtuous woman ofold?
These were the questions that the
Grcat Lakcs Arca Ladics' Circlc tried
to a¡rswer with a seminar entitlcd
"PROJECT FIlSWay: A Modern Day
Guide To Being A Virtuous Woman."
a

Ovel 130 ladies ages 5 and up,
gathcred at Detroit Branch #l for a
delicious dinncr and season of fellowship. Many brouglrt their f¡iends and
farnily, some attending the Church for
the very first tirnc. Then it was time
for our seminar .- the 5- l0 year olds
aud Middle School and Fligh School
Iadics had thcir owrr classcs lollowing
the theme. Iror the rest ofus, the night

stalted out with a skit rnodeled afier
the popular TV show, "Project Runway."
1'here were threc fashion designers, each with their own mode l, and
three judges. The designer.s were
assigned the task of creating an outlit
that would perÍbctly poltray a virtuous
woman on heljoumey through life.
Thc fashions ranged from head to toe
coverage, to organic, plain and "natural" rnaterial (hippielike), to the
rnodcm day career woinAn in husincss

suit and b¡iefcasc. But, none of these
designs captured what makes a
virtuous woman viltuous. The judges
pointed out that, rather than settle for
someone's interpretation of virf Lte, why
not go to God, our Mastel. Crcator and
the Original Designer, who has set
forth a pattem ofvirtue in thc Bible
and Book of Mormon? 'Ihese two

books give us all the info¡lnation we
nccd to know ald Iive bv. llis "virtuc"

complcmcnts cvcry body tyle tnd atc.

and is appropriate in cvery season! It
is ncver "oul. of style"!
The goal for the rest of the
serninar was to study thc pattem, I
Sarnuel l6:7 states, " for nan lookath

on the oulward appearance, but the
LORD looketh on the heaú." God
wants us to have a broken heart and
contrite spirit. With repentance and
baptism, we are givcn a white robe
and are then entrusted with the Holy
the mind oflhe Fathe¡ and the
Son. The lloly Ghost can be compared to a woman's pursc because,
without it, a woman is lost. We carry
the l-ioly Ghost with us wherever we
go to help us olì ouljourney through
lifc. Each ofus is also endowed wilh
some form olspiritual "bling": The
individual taìents that the Lord has
blessed us with - our unique pcrsonalities that allow us to "sparkle" in this
world. Some sisters are blessed with
the gif't of song, others with the gift of
teaching, and some still with the gift of
listening. ln Greek, the word for
"virtue" is Arcfg which translated is
"living to one's fu ll potential, excelIence, and being pleasing to God." By
using the gifts that God has givcn, we
can be "virluous."
While God may only look onto a
wornan's heart, peoplejudge by the

Ghost

outward appeal ance. Since "...Christ
liveth in me..." ((ialatians 2:20), wc
rlust always look and act in ways that
represent and please Hirn. Our body
is His terr,ple, and it must be a clean,
pure placc for Hirn to reside - it must
be free of sin. The beautiful thing
about having Christ within us is that
I-Ie is always thcre and that with Him,
all things are possible: "I can do all
things through Christ..." ( Ph ilippians
4:) 3). By allowing cod's spirit t0
shinc through us, we can ploject the
image of Christ to the \ryorld. lt is HIS
virtuc lhal thcy scc. and any praisc or
glory we may receive belongs to FIim:
"I will praisc tlrce; îor I ant fëarfully
and wonclerfully lllade... " (Psalms
139:14).

We took some time to study
Proverbs 3l: l0-31 which was the basis

for the evening's the|l.ile. "Strcngth
and ltonour aLe hcr clothing..." A
virtuous woman "wears" the qualities
clf kindness, rneekness, patience, love,

humility, etc., and is laithful, productive, caring, and diligent. These traits
are not specific to any age or pcriod of
time, but can apply to women of every
generation.

The sistels also addressed thc
"fashion ruts" that we might Iìnd
ourselves in. Among several highIighted, thcre was Srs/e¡ Stuck-inthePasn This sister is unable to gct over
the past. With God's help, she can
ovelcome hcr fear and move forward
to l"ulfill rhcpotcnlial thc Lord sccs in

her. She can embrace the beauty and
prornise of today. Next was Sister My
Role/Relatìonship Defrnes Me, who
is completely caught up in the demands
of the day and wastes her time and
talcnls bccause shc ailows her circun¡
stânccs to rule her. This sister ltìust
rernember that sh¡: is first and forcmost a child ofGod. The Lord can
help her define he¡ lile and focus on
hel unique identity in Him. Finally, a
favolite sistcr of this evening was
inlroduccd: Sister I loocltic Mana.
This sistcr dtesses in a way that does
NOT project Christ. hr fact, without
practicing moderation and modesty as
encouragcd by thc scriptures (tlìough
her intentions rnay be good), her
appealance serues as a stumbling
block and distraction. When people
see hcr, they don't associate her with
Chrìst and virtue. We wcre , in good
humor, gently encouragcd to be careful
and spiritually wisc in our choices that
we nray be wol¡en who reflect Christ!
AII ofour "fashion ruts" can be over,.olnc il'we pray. scck the Lord's

dircction, and follow the pattent!
Onc of oul last exercises was to
Ilade shoes with our neighbor. We
werc asketl if they fit. Could we walk
in thern? Maybe you IIAVE walke d
in someone's shoes: Perhaps you do
know what it is like to endure an

affliction or loss and can help someone
go through a silnilar trial. But maybe
the answel is no. Ëach sister has a
unique walk with thc Lord. Iler slrocs
have been different places, and have
diflcrent wear patterns. tsut, through
each trial and tribulalion, she was and
will bc accompalicd by thc Lor.d
solnelimcs even calried. He is our
(Continued on Page B)

PROJECT HISWay
Cont¡nued fÍom Page 7

Savior and He neve¡leaves us. lt is
imporlant that wc support and encourage one another as we walk through lifc.
Our prayets can make the differcnce!
The evening ended with a relaY
race to demonstrate the powel' that
comes whcn virtuous women work
TOGETIIER,nuch like the women of
tho Ladies'

Circle. Four teams of

womel) competed against each other itt
accomplishing familiar daily tasks. It
was a very light way to make a Point
and end the evening,
All in all, we were infomed,
encouraged, and blessed. Inasmuch as
we allow God's spirit to dwell within
us and follow the pattetn He has
perfcctly laid out, we can be virtuous

wtrmcn: '7lways bearin¿ about ín
thc body the dying of the Lot'tl Jasus"
that the life also of lesus might be
made manifest in our body" (I
Corinthians 4:10). Praise God!

:*****r(
þ.

big probleui in her kingdom when
someone was trying to kill all her
pcople, the Jews. IIcr husband, King

adoration, because you are King

$ranch and
Missitln üetys

God Moves in
Mysterious Ways
By

I-Iil My namc is Sister Esthcr and
I live on the General circle website
(www.generalcircle.org). F'or many
rnonths now I have been Patiently
waiting for some young lady to ask me
a question. To date, you haven't
written so I decided to reach out to
you with an occasional "Two Minute
Tale," but first I want you to know a
little something about me . [We have
chosen the Gospel News to share thc
first one, but upcoming Tales will be
posted on thc Circle website.l
I was natned aftcr famous Queen
Rsther who savetì her peoPle, the
Jews. I have always lovcd the Ladies'
Circle and have wanted to do something to share tliât love with the young
women i the Church, those ofyou
who are preteeus, Two Minute Tales
are lessons that I've learned in my life
- so here we go!
"How irnportant is a PraYer?"
Queen Esther knew how impofiatlt her
family and frienrls werc. There was a

Sister Rocio Tostado

God movcs in mysterious waYs
His wonders to perform! Sister
Cuil)ermina Magana of thc YucaiPa
Branch had an expcrience, the relevance of which was then unclear, but
was rcverled morc lullY in Gorl's
perfect time. Her experience, as
translated by Sister Rocio Tostado,
follows:
"That day we had a wonderful
meeting perfonning the ordinance of
feet washing, so when we Ploceeded
to wash feet, thc spirit ofGod touched
my heaÍ with a song that saYS:
" 'We coure to you Ltlrd with
sincere hearts, ftrll ofworshiP and

of

Kings, Lord ofLo¡ds. You arc wotlhY
of evcryone's praisc.'
"My Sister Rocio Tostado was
washing my feet and my eYes did not
stop crying. When mY turn came tÕ
wash the feel of my Sister Rocio, I
staúed to pray to God in the name of
Jesus to bless her steps and her farnily.

I had closed my eYes and sincerelY
asked, and in a moment Iin a vision] I
could see a lot ofpeople coming down
from a mountain, from different
mountains. I recognized them to be

Native Americans. I saw other people
descending from mountaitls farther
away. There were trees, but they
were not pirìes. These werc mountains
with very little vege tation, I would say
a bit desertcd."
At the tirre, Sister Guillermina did
not understand the signiltcance ofher
experience, but conveyed that it ',¡"as
ofgreat impoÍancc to hel. Several
weeks latet, Sister Ro¡:io Tostado and
her husband, I3rother At tulo, attcnde<l
the 27'h Annual Powwow and Native

Ahasuerus could resolve it, but the
Queen knew she had to ask him to
save the Jews. She also knew that

if

the king didn't like her request, the
king would have her Put to death
Queen Esther told all thc Jewish
peoplc and all the people who served
her to pray and last for three daYs
bcforc shc wcnt to sJìcak to lhe king.
When Queen Esther rnade her request
of the king, she was confidant that no
matter'¡r'hat happened God was in the

mattcr. Bccausc they lastcd and
prayed together, they were close to
God and God, through the king, spared
thc Jewish people i¡ the land.
Wher you prâY the Lord is
pleased and He will draw close to you.
Queen Esther saved her PeoPle with
the wonderful tool of PraYcr. Make
sure you always have this tool ready
for use.
Esther 5:3, "Then said the king
unto her, What will thou, queen
Esther'l Antl what is thy request? It

shall be given thee to the half of the
kingdom."

American Festival in lndio, California.
Sister Rocio relays the cvents that
unfolded and how she was led to give

hertestimony, then extend an invitation
to attend our Church:
"l knew my husband was tired, so

I suggested he wait for me while I

went outside to buy some Indian fried
bread. On my way out, I had noticed
a couple of Nativc Americans sitting in
the lobby. When I retumed, mY
liusband was talking with thc man and
woman whose names were James and
Nancy. They had given him a Pamphlet oftheir religious belief's about
Jesus Chrisl. I lold lhe Native American man that I was glad to know that
he believed in Jesus Christ and shared
with him thât I was a believcr too. I
âlso told him about the Songs of Ziott
and asked him ifhe would like to have
a copy of the book. He responded
positively, so we went back tlre next
day and gavc hirn tha Sottgs of Zion

alongwithinforrnationconcerningout
(Cont¡nued on Page

1 1)
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Area Chaplain, spoke about how
thumbprints ate usually called up as
cvidencc in a trìal. "God put llis
fingerylint on those He chose," he
said. Brothcr f)an eontinucd by saying
God chose the thlec Heblew children
because they were different fìom the
rcst. The Hebrew children had unwa-

HeTbuchedMe
Sunday, June 14, 2009 was a day

ofgrcal personal and spililual exuitcment in the Youngstown Bl.anch. We
wele blesscd to have the Area MBA,
Saints "Prove"
visiting brothers and sisters, and our.
falnilies fcel the power ofGod through
Themselves to the Lord vering faith-and in
Flebrews it speaks I'lis word,
at
MBA Prcsident, Brother Chuck
Camp about faitlì being the evidence ofthings
not scen.
Maddox, Jr., greeted everyone and
Aftcr a season of testìrnony and
By Sister Natalie pezzenti
thanked thern for supporling the
prayer for thc youug people ofthe
various activilies ofthe auxiliary. IIe
Brothers and sister.s from the
area. lhc atcndecs al crmp pân.icjannounced that a threeltour canoe trip
Midwest Area met at Atwood Lake
pated in the annual auction ofdonâted
was beingplanned in Cincinnati during
Resort March 20-22,2009 to learn
goods and selvices from brothers and
the rnonth of August and encouraged
about "Prool" (2 Corinthians 6:4-6)
sisl"els. This year tlìe auction raised
all to attend because there are always
and how wc can apply ir to our spirimore than $600 for the arca, ht addition blcssiugs and beautiful experiences
tual lives. The weekend was filled with to the annual auction, the traditiol of
when the saints of God make the
God's blessings and His proofthat He
handing out the attendance award
effort to be together. IJe thcn tumed
is still on His throne,
continued: this year's winncl was the
thc meeting over to the priesthood.
Friday evening Brother Chuck
Columbus Mission.
ìlrother Chuck Maddox, Sr.
Maddox .1r., Camp Director and Area
Brother Zac Jackson opcned
askcd if we were to apply the song,
Prcsident, welcomed evetyone to the
Sunday rnorning's selvicc with thc
He Touched Me, to our personal lives,
weekend and introduccd the thcrne.
question, "Do I realizc I am pur.chased
we would all say that our lives have
The evening concluded with the annual by the blood o1'the Larnb?" Brother
never been thc salnc. We go at such
men's bakcoff, and perhaps the
Zac said that this purchase is proof
a fast pace in our daily lives that thel€
youngest winner in the history of tl.ìe
that each of us has been touched by
are times when we don't even r.ecogcvent wâs Joshua l)cRamus from the
His hand. "Three thiugs we must tlo iu nize the 'touch' that He givcs to us.
Columbus Mission. I{is dessert was a
order to prove oursclves for (ìod
As young childrcn, we seek stablc
tasty treat that everyone enjoyed,
include telling othels about llim;
pieces offurniture 10 give us suppol.t.
Saturday morning Area Chaplain
sacl ifice our l.ime, money, and cnergy
As wc grow a little older, we look to
Brothcr lJob Batson oporcd thc
for the Lord; and be ready to serve,"
the touch of oul palents, and âs
lree ting with thc question, "What is
he said.
glownufb. we ]ook lor lhc tuuch of
oul ploof that we are servânts to
Brother Mike ltaliano followed
God.
God?" He used Mosiah 2: l6-1 7 and
Brother Zac and added thât God
Relirencing the books ofLuke
said that God wants us to serve Onc
proved himself to Israel that He was
and Lcviticus, he spoke ofhow the
anothel; our seruice is part of the
God. "God worked through the senses
leper was considercd an outcast a d
proofthat we ale God's childrcn.
and they needed physical proof; even
isolated from his home, his family, and
Following Blothel Bob's comments,
today people necd physical proof. God
all manner of daily activities. We too
the congregation split into seminars by
feeds our senscs and Fle gave us a
arc lepers when we don't have Christ
age group to discuss the thelne. The
sixth scnsc, laith, which we rnusL
in our lives. We often question our
altcrnoon activilies incJudcdplaying
hone," he said.
value in society from timc to time. Our
board games, hiking on outdoor trails,
Apostle Phil Jackson offered a
sins and circumstances should ncver
and fellowshipping.
special prayer on behalf of Brother
put us in a place where we can't ask
During the evening service,
John Gena¡o who is currently in the
God for help. He personally could
Brothcr Bob and two ofhis daughters,
hosprtal. He then exhorted the congre
nevcr imagine that. Brother Chuck
Sister Mallory and Sister Cour.tney,
gation to pray lor their own personal
said that hc needs God every minute of
sang l/rc God oI the Mountain.
cxpcrienccs as thjs is our loundation
every day in his life. The Evil Onc
Il¡other Andre Francionc opened the
and our proof. "Your testimony can
loves whcn we are in this torturous
mee ting with the question, "Ilow do
never be taken from you. You have
state. We, like the leper, can be
we prove ourselves to the Lord and
proofin youl life and this is evidence
healed by God's touch.
how does IIe prove Himself to us?,'
ofGod's power in your life," he said.
Hc related a tlue sfory of a
Examples ofscriptutal men who went
Thc saints shared in colnlnunion
pelson wanting to take his own life
through trials and proved thenselves to and the meeting was closed. One final because he felt that his life had lost its
the Lord include Job, Meshach, Shadrach,
blessing came after the meeting ended:
value, We all have value to God. I-Ie
and Abendigo, Stephcn, and Nephi.
Josh Balnes from the Libcrty Branch
Brother Dan McNamara, new
asked for his baptisrn.
(Continued on Page 1 1)

MidwestArea

l0

Ausust,2009

Freedom Fighters
Cont¡nued from Page

1

the maintaining of this independence
when it says, "...they shall be kePt
frotn all other nations, that they ntay

possess fúr's lartd [Antarica] unto
tlremsc/ves." lt goes on to reinl-orcc
the lorìgevity of this promise with,
"they shall be blessed upon the face
of this land, ancl there shall be none
to nolesl thcn, nor to take awaY the

land of theit inhe tance; and they
shall dwcll salcly lorevcr." lt is in
this last portion ofthe verse thât every
mcmber of The Church of Jesus Cht ist
rnust complchcnd tnd accepl thciÌ
rightful responsibility to be stândard
bearers 1'or this nation. Said rnore
dircctly, each member is called to be a
"Freedom Fighter."
The succinct requirellent for this
promisecl protection is to "keep His
commandments," In no waY do I wish
to diminish the courage of the men and
women of this great country who havc
fought (and solne even sacrificed unto
death) upon foreign lands in defense of
our country. However, I do wish to
add a fèw natnes of other heroes who
havc also sacrifìccd and given lhcir
lives for the cause of independence,
These heroes .,vho, râther thalì takillg
up anns in lands like Germany, Korea
or Aîghanistan, have taken upon thcn
tlle name of Clirist. In doing so, they
havc rnade lhc cunsc¡cntiotts (lecìsion
lo sacrifìce crlnal plcasurcs. choiccs
ând lifestyles that might otherwise
jeopardizc such liberty. Mosiah 2:31
further supports tliis message with, "As
ye have kept my cotttntandtnents,
and also lhe connttancltncnls of tny
f'ather, and have prospered, and
have been kept front falling into the
hands of your encnies, even so if Ye
shall keep the comnandmenls of mY

or the contmandnents of God
which sltall be delivered unlo You
by hìm, ye shall prosper in the land,
antl your enetnies shall have no
powet over yott." Thc rightcousttess
ofthe saints has always helped to keep
this land from "îa|Lìng into the hands
of enenties," assuring these same
enemies would "have no Power oveÌ'
son,

our country.
When Jesus Christ arrived uPon

this land, as documented in III Nephi
9:19-20, said, "...ye shall oller uP
unto rne no nore the shedding of
blood; yea, you sacrifrces and Your
bunt offerings shall be done awaY,
for I will accept none of your
sacrilices and your burnt oflerings
And ye slnll offer for a sacrilícc
unto ne a brcken heafi and a
contt ìte spitìt. And whoso cometh
unto nc with a brcken heaLt and a
contrìte spirìt, hin will I baptize witlt
fire and with the Holy Ghost..."
Jesus gave distinct direction that
sacrifice would be a necessitY. He
leleased mankind from thc specific
requirelnents related to sacrificing as
definctì within the Law uf Moses,
guíding His followers to reach a
deeper undel stalìding of servitude.
Jesus said FIs would no longer seek
the physical cornpletion ofsuch

activities (ex: "bumt offerings") but
il)stead instituted a new meâsurement:
to test the motive ofthe individual ln
shor1 form, "l)on'tjust do it, but do it
with a riglrtcous intcnl." His requircment would now involve a mcntal,
cmotional, spiritual andphYsical
sacrif'rcc. And who elsc had camed
such aulhority to place such a stringent
set of standards upon us but the olìo
who sac¡iftced everything for us, both

in life and death?
Lastly, we the F'reedon Fighters,
altlrough heirs to a national iudependcnce, have all experiencecl thc
personal transilion from captivity to
fleedom, We are they who were held
prisoners to sin and now enjoY the
"peace thât passes all understanding,"
As a relnindet' to myself (and anY
otheis who will accept responsibility) I

refer to Galatiat.ts 5:l: "Stand fast
therefore in the liberty whetewitlt
Christ hath ntade us ftee, and be not
entangled again witlt the yoke of
bondage." While we make this stand
lor our counlry. we ¡lso tnakc this
stand for Jesus Christ, for IIis Church,
lor our own salvation and for the
salvation ofothers. I pray you each
enjoy the peace and contentment that
true freedom brings, as only Jesus

Christ can grant. Ilappy 4'r'of July
and may you celebratc the other 364
days ofliberty granted to the saints
each ancl every year.

The Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6

God? Yet, you have robbed rne. But
you say, how have we robbed You?
lYou have robbed rne] in tithes and
offcríngs. You are cursed with a
culse: for you have robbed me, even
this whole nation. Bring you all the
tithes unto tl'ìe storehouse Ithe Church]
that thele may be rneat in miue house,
[uroney to help others]. And prove me
now, saith thc Lotd ofhosts, ill will
not open you the windows ofheaven
and poul you out a blessìng. That there
shall not be rooln enough to receive it.
"And I will rebuke ffrghtl the

devouler lthe devil] for your sakes and

he shall not destroy the fiuits

ofyour

ground; ncither shall your vine cast
her fruit before the time in the field,
saith the Lord ofhosts. And all
nations shall call you blessed, for you
shallbe a delightsome land, saith the
Lord of hosts."
The interesting part ofthis
command frorn Jesus is that He tells
us to "prove" llim. That rneans lollow

August,
Ilis olders and watch and see how the
windows ofheaven will opcn and we

will

be blessed

!

So now we have a

plan. This

is

spit.it ofGocl in our midst and that he
thought we have the priesthood
âuthority. praise God!,,
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He Touched Me
Cont¡nued from Page g

Thá blessings contilìued to flow
challenged us to not only understand
following lunch ãfter the servicc when
the true power ofGod, but how we
Give help and rnoney to others. Do it
Brother Jìhn Vela had this experience: need it to survive spiritually. He
,,.
ìn secret,
. We were speaking with
exhorted us to go and tell people that
,I)ou't let yourself worry
about it. Whenever you make rloney, James. Some questions wãre about
life is wollh the living, that the hope is
share some of it with The Chnr.ch of
the Book of Mórrnon and manv ôther
there, and that Jesus Christ is there
Jesus Christ. Ifyou babysit, give some things. After about 45 mìnutes of
waiting for each of us with open arms.
of your lnoncy to hclp tlic poor. lf you talking with hini, I feÌt a strong desire
Moreover, he reminded us to keep our
cut lawns ol get paid for doing chores, to holã hands in a circle and sãy a
focus on Christ; God knows who you
give the Lord some ofyoul money to
prayer, so I said a prayer and the spirit
arc rnd whcrc you arc. Havc patiencc
help our brothcrs and sisters and
of the Lord was thìre. After the
and don't be discouraged wheu change
rnissionalies around the world. Bc
pr ayer, James raised his hands and
doesn't happen immediately. We are
cheerful, Give wlìat you can and don,t saicl with excitement, ,Did you feel thc on God's timetable, and there is no
lie to God about it, He knows every- warmth?, He was crying. I hugged
he t rat God cannot change. f)on't
,Íou ur""ily
thing wc r1o anyway. And finally, pray hirn and said in hi.
doubt, justify, orrationalize about your
"or,very rnuch in
and watch how God will reward you
brother and I love you
situation because God's touch will take
and take care olyoul life and your
Jesus' name.' We both ciied on each
ca¡e of all of our needs.
family and your necds. And when He other's shoulders. I felt the same wav
Rcgarding his recent surgery,
opens thosc windows ofheaven, thank Joseph ofEgypt rnust have felt whcn
Apostle Phil Jackson happily remarked
Him and keep sharing, He has
he was reuniæd with his brothers and
that he was glad to stand before the
promised to bless you greatly.
told them, ,I am your brother., I told
congregation on his new knees, He felt
y^our intcrestiug experilnent to

try.

,

wirhrove,
Yourfricnd,
Sister

Jan
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In God,s perfect time, the

mean_

ing ofSisterGuillermina,s vision
crystallized and was bcginning to be

fulfilled in a beautifirl way. God is
using sisters and brothers througlìout

Cod MOvcs in Mvsterious

the vineyard to bring Native Arlrericans. who ar.c ol thc secd ol Joseph. ro
lhc Gospcl. In this case. Sisrer

contínued

Guillcrmina's prayer during feet
washing for the Lord to bless Sister

Wavs

"
from Pâge s

doctrine

raith and
"Three weeks passed and

my
daughter and I attended another
powwow. I expressed to her thât I
wanted to look for the two Native

å,iiT;iü:'å::.t

iï l:,ï;:',fäî

invite them to the church. Thc moun_
tainous terrain Sister Guillermina saw
in her vision was like the ar.ea where
Sister.Rocio and Brother A¡turo live.
The Native Americans our sistcr saw
in her vision, like James and Nancy,

Americans that I had met previously.
She felt that if this was frorn God, I
would encounter thern again through ars representative of the descenclánts
His will, and it happened exactly tbat
of Josèph of Egypt. One of rhe
way.
Church's commissions is to bring the
"We discussed the things of God Gospel to them. Our prayer is tÀar the
..
and.invited James and Nancy tojoin us Lord will continue to inspire us to have
at church in, the Yucaipa tlranch the
opportunities fo present fhe Gospel to
next day. We rejoiced when they
othcrs. The Lor.à,s power.lil spirit
came! Jarnes played the flute for us
prevailerf in the yuCaipa Branòh
and to fhe honor a¡d glory of God. It
tluoughout James' aná Nancy's visit.
was a wonderful day offèllowship, James, hear[ was genuinely iouched.

singing, preaching, testimony

ând

prayer', cnjoying the powerful

blessings

of God. We were especially blesscd
when James shared that he felt the

As the sceds of thé Cospei are
planted, may God bring ihe increase.
praise God îor the blei=sings He has
bestowed upon the yucaipã Branch!

that today's message was very personal.

Reflecting on his own past rnade him
extremely sad. He was bound by
Satan rrd had goltc against cvery principle with which hc had been raised. He
lound hilnselfa true prisoncr of sin.
i'le knew better beoause he was raised
by beautifu I God-loving parents, yct he
rebelled. The Master worked slowlv
with his soul, and hc too felt the tou;h
and was baptized, I{e asked, "Has it
been a while since you were touclìed?
God wants to touch you and touch you
and loucll you." Since he ¡eceived the
touch, he has been witnessing great
ruriracles in his life and having beautiful

experiences. There is joy now where
once therc was sadness and hope
where it was hopeless.
Brother Braudon Mille¡ then
closed our preaching service by
relating that though he was not ¡aised
in the Church, his life was changed
eigbt years ago and he hungers to have
his family in this Gospel. All it takes is
one touching another, touching another,
and so on. It doesn't matter how low
you are in life, Gcld can reach you and
raisc you up. God's love was so strong
that He wâs ct'ucified for us. Each one
ofus can have our lives touched if we
just let I'Iim into our lìearts.
A luncheon was served, and we
thcn crrjoyctl a tìrnc of fcllowship.
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WEDDINGS *

Ordinations

Sister Kerri Ileth King and Lewis
Macklcy wcrc uniled in holy malrimony onMay 2,2009 in the
Vandelbilt, Pennsylvania Branch.

Sistcr Dt'sircc Renee Palnrieri
ancl William Paul Robbins we¡e united
in holy matrirnony onMay 29,2009 at
the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch.

r

Brother Timothy Cetvone was
ordained a deacon on June 14, 2009 at
the Levitto\¡r'n, Pennsylvania Branch.
FIis feet were washed by Brother
Kevin Pet ri and he was ordained bY
Brother Gerald Benyola,
Brother James Matthew was

ù

f

ordained a deacon on June 14, 2009 at
thc Windsor', Ontario Branch. His feet
were washed by Brother Charles
Matthcw, and he was ordained bY
Brother Perry Vitto.

Children Blessed
George Iìenry Phillips IV, son of
George and Karen Phillips was blessed
on November 23, 2008 at the Liberty,
Ohio Branch.

Alexis Rose Guerero, daughter
of Jennifcr Rose Guerrero and Justin
lìedmond, was blessed on MaY 3 l,
2009 at thc Liberty. Ohio Branch.
Zachary Ryan Denim, son

of

Scan and Sister Cindy iDuval) Denim.
was blessed on May I 1, 2009 at the

Baptisms
Brother Dan Wiktorowiz was
baptized on September 25,2008 at the
Anaheim, Calif<rtnia Branch. He was
baptizcd by Brotlier Otto liendcrson
and confirmed by Brother Rudy Meo.
Brother Edward RameY was
baptized on July 8, 2009 at the Freehold, New Jersey lìranch. IIe was
baptized by Brother Jim CruduP and
confrrmed by Brother Matthew
Rogolino,

Anaheim, Califomia Branch.
James Michael Crow, son of
Sistel Shclly and Mark Crow, was
blessed on June 21, 2009 at thc

Anaheim, Calilornia Branch.

Greensburg, Pennsylvania Branch. He
was baptized by Brother Christopher

Gehly and oonfirmed bY Brother

Note of Thanks

Name
Addrcss

Phonc- =__I"I anch or

Mission

VICTORIA R, IVICKY)
D'ANTONIO
Sister Victofia R, (Vicky)
D'Antonio of the Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch passed on to her reward
on June 10,2009. She was Preceded
in death by her husband, Fred

tsrothet Jacob BradleY was
baplized on May 17,2009 àlthe

TimothyGehly.

Address Change

OBITUARIES

Thank you for all Your PraYers
and concern for my mother, i.aVerne
Mowry, and most esPcciallY for mY
sister, Calol Mowry. Carol, due to a
fall, had cmelgency brain surgery to
remove a clot and to stop the bleeding
on lrer braìn. After thirteen days, Carol
is awake and asking to eat. PrâYers
have never meant rnorc to tly family
than now. May God bless You.
Sister Frances Devore
Roscoc, Petrnsylvania Branch

D'Antonio and a brothet, JosePh
Palrone. Shc is survived by sons, Fred
D'Antonio Jr., lJrother John Mark
D'Antonio and his wife, Sistet'Joyce,

Matt D'Antonio and his wife, Debbie
two grandsons; threc sisters, Sister
Jeanette Clinkscale and her husband,

;

Dick; Sister Joanne Clinkscale and her
husband, Roy; and Joyce Bennage and
her husband, Frank.

SARAH MADELINË, "ETHEL"
HENDERSON
Sister Sarah Madcline "Ethel"
Hcnderson of lhe Windsor, Ontario
Branch passed on to hcr rewatd on
May 19, 2009. She was preceded in
death by hel husband, Brother Douglas

Allen Henderson. She is sulvived by
her sons Allen,lJtian, Donald and
Kenneth; and daughter Carolyn
lìoulcau; 1 I grandchildren an<I4 greatgrandcliildrcn.
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God's Blessings on the Church in

Italy

By Evangelist lohn DiBa ista, Chainnan of the IMOC
I would like

tÕ share

two

beautiful expressions ofGod's love
toward the Church and His missionâries that we experienced this past
Junc while in Calabria, Southern
Ilaly. I also want to thank each of
you for all your prayers on behalfof
all the missionaries that go throughout the world to preach the Restored
Gospel ofJesus Christ.
The lady who cleans the church
for us in San Denietrio, Calabria ltaly
lives dilectly across the street from
the Church. Her name is Franca and
she is about thirty-five years old.
She has two boys, and while talking
to her we found out she and her
farnily had lived in Toronto, Canada
fbr fourteen years, and as a result,

I'ier
husband wanted to move back home
to San Demetrio so they did. Franca
is a wonderful, personable and opcn
person and is constantly smiling.
One day Sister Caryl began
she speaks English

fairly well.

giving Franca her personâl testimony
and Franca was not showing any
signs ofresistance. When Caryl had
finished Franca said, "I know God is
in this Church. Evcry tinìe that I open
these doors and come in to clean I feel
His presence. The feeling is with me
thc whole time that I am hcrc."

Sister Caryl then took the
oppoúunity to invite her to attend our
seruices and told her that this church
is the Lord's Church restored in the

latter days. I then told her some
cxperiences that have bcen had in this
little building ôntop ofthe mountains
of southern ltaly. She was overwhelmed.

This was an answer to Brother
Tony Micale's morning prayer where
he had the inspiration to ask God to
allow us to speak to someone new
each day about the Church while here.
Also while in Calabria, we had
ânother very powerful experience and
are extremely grateful to God for His

mercy.
We hadjust fiüished our lunch
and Brother Tony left the dining room
to go out to call his wife, Sister Lydia.
As he u/as excitedly talking to her and

sharing all thc wonderful things God
wâs dôing on our trip, Tonya the hotel
owner, brought out a small bottle of
cleaning fluid and laid it on the counter
1'ol Tony and me to usc to get the red
sauce spots out ofour shiÍs. Tony,
notpaying attention and still talking to
Sistei Lydia, opened the bottle and
drank from it thinking it to be tonic
water. It was poison! Fle spit it out
and drank some water, theiì we

anointed him and prayed. Hehad

swallowed a mouthful.
About four hours later, we were
all sitting having a coffee praising God
for His goodness and mercy. After all
FIe said, "Go ye into all the workl,
antl preach the gospel to every

crcature. He that believeth and ìs
baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And
these signs shall follow then that
believe; In my name shall they cast
out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues; They shall take up
serpents; and. if they drink any
deadly îhing, it shall not hurt
them; they shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall recovet. So then
allcr the Loñ had spokert unto
them, he was raceived up into
heaven, and sat on the right hand
of God. And they went fofth, and
preached everywherc, the Lord
working with lhetn. and conlirming
thc word wilh signs following. Amen;'
God's prornises âre as true today
as they where back then. This
incident could have stopped or at leâst
shoftened our trip. Brother Tony
could have spent several days in a
hospital but he didn't.
Thank you again for all ofyour
prayers when we are in the field. We
feel His Spirit falling upon us in our
times of need and we are recipients of
God's grace through IIis Son and our
Savior Jesus Christ.
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Florida Evangelist TYip
By Brother lohn DiBattista
During the General Church
Conference, Brother Joel Gehly and 1
lclt the spiliturl cxcitemcnt to begin
traveling throughout the Church to
share the slides ofthe intemational
missionaly work lltal is going on
throughout the world. The Lord spoke
to Brôther Joel and dilected him to
Forest Hills, Floritla. Aflcr we dis-

Southeast Region Quorum of Seventy
By Evangelist Sam Risola, lr.,
The Southeast Region Quorum
ofseventy Evangelists, incor¡unction
with the Region Mission Opelating
Committee, has been actively ínvolvcd
with visitations to all of thc locations

within the Region.

The Region enjoyed a visit from
Evangelist Nephi DeMercurio of the
Great Lakes Region from November
6, 2008 to November 17, 2008. During
that time, he spent several days with
Evangelist Denriis Moraco, visiting
locåtions on the east coast ofFlorida,
showing a PowerPoint pre-sentation
of some of his IMOC trips. lle also
spent time with Brothel Skip Swanson
and Evangclist Sam Risola, h., visititg
shulins on the west cÕast and ending
with a Saturday evening scrvice at the
Forest Hills Branch showcasing

Brother DeMercurio's

whilc in Africa.

residence

Several brothers in the Region
actively involvedin foreign missionary
works include Evangelist Miguel

Bicelis, Peru Field Committcc Chairman; Brother Scott Griffrth, Columbia
Field Comrnittee Chainnan; and
Brother Bryan Griffith, Venezuela
Field Committee

Chainnan.
American

Tlie lìegion Native

OutreachCommitteehasidentified

rnany of thc Native American tribes
and organizations within the boundalies ofour llegion. Several visits
have been made to leave hterature at
these locations with the hope sotneone might bc interested enough to
contact our General Church website.
We also parlicipated in a Iìegion

SoLltheast Region Q-70 Chair

Native American Outreach Activity
held at Che-Hew Park in Albany,
Georgia. This outreach effort was
coordinatedjointlyby the Quincy
Branch and the Mid-Georgia Mission
Those who atteilded wele ble ssed by
the effort made by our brothers and
sisters in ot'ganizing apicnic for
Saturday, follo',¡ied by a Sunday
service ât the Native American
Center in Albany, Georgia. Those
who attended were brokerl down into
groups to canvass thc area and
distribute flyers to all who were
interested. After lunch, a scminar
prescntation was given by Sister

Linda Snake Or, who comes from
the Muncey, Ontario, Canada Indian
I{eservâtion, on the pleferred
approach to Native Americans, along
with sharing some ofher personal
cxpericnccs.
Everyone lelt God's Spirit in our
tnidst on Sunday. We heard many
expcriences from our b¡ethren
relating to the direction which was
given to mcet in tlìis placc. Even
though we only had one visitor, it was
a good experience for young and old
alike . We were not discouraged
since we knew wc were following
God'sdirection.
On December 6-7, 2008, the
Region hostcd FIisto¡ian, NAOC, and
Educational Lesson Plan Workshops
at the F<¡rest Hills Branch. The

seuinars were infonnative and the
Sunday service was also very inspired. Both were enjoyed by all in
âttendance.

cussed our intentions

with the branch

ministry and felt their warnt welcotnc,
we felt to make a call to Brother
Tony Micale who has a hotne in
Sârasota. I'Ie said that he and Sister
Lydia would be there and would be
glad to hosl us.
As we continued to plan for the
trip, Brother Tony and Sister Lydia
were inspired to open their home to
friends and farnily on Thursday
cvening to view the photos ofthe

missionaty work

as

well. As it

happencd. scveral months carlicr.
Brother Tony and Sister Lydia put
logcther a warm list o122 people in
the Sarâsota area, and they were
going to extend invitations to all of
them,

All

was set. Thursday evening

wc would show the photos to Brother
Tony and Sister Lydia's friends.
Saturday evening, we would show
thcm to the Forest Hills llranch.
Then we would split up for Sunday,
one ofus attending Forest Hills and

thc other attending Cape Coral.
Although the enemy tricd to discourage us with lâte take-ofß and bad
weather, our prayers prevailed and

Brother Joel with Sister Ruth and
Sister Caryl and I anived in Tampa
within minutes of each other. Upon
arriving at Brother Tony's, we had
some technical difñculties, but after
rnuch prayer wc wcrc able to bcgin
our presentation.
Wo stafted with â few songs and
a praycr then showed some photos of
our saints in six ofour intcmational
works. The spirit witnessed to the
truth of the Gospel, and sevcral wete
louchcd by thc photos and cxpcrtences. Blother Tony closed by thanking everyone for coming and invitcd
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evelyone to stay for refreshments and
fellowship. Several testified that they
were touched by the presentation, and
Sister Lydia's brother, Phil, was so
movcd that he needed to discuss his
fcclings with his sister and the
rninistry. By thc end ol- thc cvcning.
we had t¡ade arrangelnerìts to meet
with Phil the next evening. During our
visit, Phil shared an experience he
had. He was so distraught with the
events ofhis life that he said he knelt
on the floor ofhis apartment and
raised his hands toward heaven and
begged the Lord for forgiveness for
all ofthe terrible things he had done in
his life. After a season of repentance,
he went to the door ofhis home
where he found a tract that someone
had left at his door. He opened it and
found it to be a picture of Jesus and
on it was written "Do this in remem-

brance of rne."

During our discussion, Phil asked
how he could be like the people ofthe
Church. What did he hâvc to do?
Since we felt the spirit ofrepentance
and knew that he believed that Jesus
was the Christ, all that was left for

hin

to do was to be baptized under
the hands ofthe ministry ofThe

Church of Jesus Christ. Phil said that
was what he wanted - to be baptized.
Calls were made to the Region and
Branch and everything was put in
perfect order. Phil would become
Brother Phil on Sunday evening in the
bay behind Brother Tony's horne.
Brothers and sisters tfavclcd
from the Cape Coral and Forest Hills
Branchcs to be there. The deacon,
Brother Ike D. Smith, preparcd all
that was needed for baptism. Brother
Skip Swanson presided and the two
visiting Evangelists performed the
ordinances ofbaptism and confinnation. Two additional elders, Brothers
Sam Cuomo and Dee Eutsey, assisted
in thc servicc, including serving our
new brother the Lord's Supper.
Songs were sung and Brother Phil's
rnother, Sister Coleen, stood and
testified that this was the best

Mothe¡'s Day gift she could have
received.
We all agreed and gave God all
ofthe glory for the blessings received
over the past four days.

"IAmYour Brother"
Christmas in Vicente
Guerrero, Mexico
By

Sister Erin

Light

Christmas came early this year
f'or the Mexican mission of Vicente
Gucrrcro, as a caravan of cars drove
down the coast of Baja California to
bring joy ancl presents and the gif't of
lovc to a small mission. I]rothers and
sisters ofthe Church in the US packed
bags ofdonated shocs, clothes, toys
and food into their vehicles and madc
the longtrip to visittheirspiritual family.
M any branchcs spanning Calilornia.
Al izona, and even the Midwest Ladies'
Circle donated money, socks, shoes,
toys, and hand-knitted scarves and
câps f'or thc saints and visitors in
Vicente Guerrero'lhe group arrived at the small
church propcrty on Sâturday âfternoon, and the blessings began at once.
tsrother Abclardo Cranados, President of the Church in Mexico, came
wrth many of tlie saints fiorn Tijuana,
bringing toys and games for the
children. Unpacking the clothes and
f'ood, everyone watched as little
children gathered around the cars,
exciterlly waiting to see what had
been brought. Everyone took part.
Shoes were placed on the hard cement
floor in rows and given to both young
and old. Thc brothers baggcd food
items; everything from flour to rice
and beans, cookies and oil were distributed to both the sâints and the
neighbors in this poor community.
Sisters wrapped gifts, and the faces
o fthc littlc children wcrc painlcd in
festive designs. While the young
people from Tijuana brought out two
large piñatas for the kids, sisters from
the mission began to cook on the
outdoor fire pit.

The fellowsliip continued

throughout Saturday, passing out gifts,
measuring small feet for their new
pait of shoes, and cutting up cake for
a long line ofhappy children. The
brothers and sisters welcomed thc

warn scarves and hats kniftcd by the
sislcrs in thc US. No languagc ban icr

could stop the fellowship with thc
brothers and sisters, as smiles appcared that day on cveryonc's facc,
Saturday night, a sc¡vice was helcl for
the congregation. Brother Ryan

McDonnell opened the meeting
speaking from Mark 4 about the
power Jesus had to cahn the seas.
Brothcr Sam Hemmings followed on
the subject and everyone enjoyed a

good spirit ofpeace.
On Sunday, the conglegation
overflowed the capacity of the
church building and many hymns
were srmg in both English and
Spanish. The saints from Vicente
Guerrcro had recently been taught
one of the newest Sorgs of Zion, I
An YoLr Brothar; and were assisted
by a five-year-old girl who helped
translate the song from Spanish to
Mixteco, the native Oaxacan language. They sang thc song firsl in
Mixteco and then alljoined in Spanish. At that time, everyone lelt a
strong, uniting spirit come into the

meeting. After testimony, Brother
Abelardo spoke, inspired by the Spirit
of God saying, "Does it matter where
we come from? What language we
speak? What color our skin is? Like
the song says, 'I am your Brother.'
We are all brothers; thcse are our
sisters. When our people were conquered by the Spaniards, we thought
the Lord had lorgotten us. But through
the Lord's blessings, we have been
broughtthe Gospel tlrrough oul Gentile
brothers and now have we not reason
to rejoice?" Brother Sam then stood
up and spoke under inspiration in
Spanish saying, "Escuchan a las palabras de Dios!" which translates,
"Listen to the Word of Godl" A
powcrful, bcaut iful spirit of rejoicing
and unity came over the congÌegation. The entire family of God was
blessed during cornmunion, and it was
requested the song well-rernembered
by rnany from lhe past Worltl Missionary Conference called, "America," be
sung. The congregation stood up, held
hands and sang praises to the Lord.
At the end ofthe song, Brother
Stacey [,ight, Mcxico Field Committee Vice Chairman, rose to his feet

(Continued on Page 9)
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Oklahoma Native
American Outreach
2009
By llvangclisls George A. Kovacic
and Mark Kovacic

"Intùguittg, very intriguit'tg. "
So were the words of the principal
chicf of the Sac & Fox Nation in
Stroud, Oklahoma when presented
with the rnessage of The Church of
Jesus Christ. Our words would be

"blessed, very blessed."
Back in the 1950's in Girard,
Ohio, Bvangelist Timothy DomBucci
met Tecurnseh Morgan, whose lather
was a Cherokee Chief. He tôld
Brothcr Bucci about the American
lndian Exposition which was held
annually in Anadarko, Oklahoma. In
1957 Brothel Bucci made a scouting
trip. visiting various tribal towns sceing
wherc he could do some missionary
work. He retumed in 1959 to specifically visit Anadarko, and he eventually
made a total of seven trips to Oklahuma. ln April 1987. Brothcr Bucci
said. "l hopc and pray that sor¡ctirne in
the near future the l.ord will extend
thc message to those in thât area of

Oklalioma."

With over a quarter million Nativc
Americans living in Oklahoma and
over 50 tribal organizations, the
oppofunities to sprcad the latter day
lnessage, as part of the Divine Com-

Guy's Night Out

mission of the Church, are enormous.
Evangelists George Kovacic and Mark
Kovacic felt to labor in the same field
as their grandfather, so they made

Ily

plans to visit the olganizations that the

church collected in its Flrsr Volces
lounal data base by Sisters Ruth
Rogolino and Carrie Giovonnone.
Prior to our final plans, Brother
George wrote the following: "I did
have a dleam the other evcning [June
23,20091that you and I were sìtting on
a bench at a bus stop in Oklahona and
I said to you, 'l had a dteam the other
evening that we were sitting here on a
benchjust like this waiting for a bus.'

Then I awoke." Our intcryretation:
We have been waiting too long to get
going onthis missionary joumey, which
had been only a dream.
Since there are over 50 Native
American organizations scattered
throughout Oklahoma, we decided to
select sor¡c for visitation based on
whether we had contact names and

whcrc thcy were locatetl. Our primary purpose would be to introduce
the message to the leaders of these
organizations and provide them mâterial to rcad and rcview. The materials
included the book American Indian
Moses, NAOC flyers, copies of the
Fitst Voices Joumal and Books of
Mornton. Onc of the added blcssìngs
was having the presence and fellowship ofBrother John Andrews, formerly of the Herndon, Virginia Branch
and now a resident ofEufaula, Oklahoma.

Brother John laid
some groundwork for
us. We were interested in attending a

Four members ofthê Artussee Church ¡n
Eufaula, Oklahoma

Evangelist Thomas Everett

Joshua

ny

24:15, "As for ne and
will serue the LORD."

house we

An experience given to Evangelist Louis Vitto, Chainnan of thc Grcat
Lakes Region Quon¡m of Seventy
Evangelists regarding "leadcrship,"
resulted in an evening of fellowship for
over 240 men.
Brother Vilto's Expcricnee:
"Being aware many of our brothers
and sislcrs wcrc travcling as missionaries to various parts of the world to
win souls for Christ, I anguished over
what we could do as Ëvângelists to
promote the Gospel in ou-r'Rcgion.
"Much prayer preceded the Lord
revealing to me we nceded to have a
gathering of men promoting thc thcme
of'leadership.' The theme of leadershìp was revealed to me three difTerent times. He also revealed thosc who
were to take part in this great outreach
event.
"l was further encouraged when
I read these words:

They

will not

seek, they must

be sought.
They will not come, they must
be brought.
They will not leam, they must
be taught."
Approximately 160 brothers of

the Great Lakes Region, along with

approximately 80 friends, family
members and co-workers, gathered at
Penna's Restautant in Sterling
Hcights, Michigan for an evening of
fellowship and good food on April 3,
2009.
Brother Lou welcomed evcryone
in altendancc, and our Region President, Evangelist Frank Natoli, offered
the opening prayer.
Some ofour young men from
Detroit Branch #1 sang Build An Ark

church service on
Sunday, July 12,2009
at a church populated
by Native Americans.
Brother John contacted the Creek
Indian Center in
Eufaula and got a list
frôm the receptionist.
Saturday evening we
reviewcd the list, but
did not make any
decision; instead, we

which speaks ofall the ills ofour world
and asks "Where are all thc good
guys," and says to "build an ark to
save your sons and your daughters."
Evangclist Pauì Cjotti. Sr.. from

(Contìnued on Page 9)

(Cont¡nued on Page 'l 1)

THE CHUBCH OF

-trfitH
Editorial Viewpoint .

EDITOR-IN-CHIBF

Carl Hùtterbergcr,

ber, 2009

Jr.

62 Dog*ood Coud
Jamesburg, NJ 08831
ASSISTANT ËT'ITOR

Ironûl¡i Rôss
North Allerro¡ Ct.
MooD Towlship, PA 15108-3291

19

CONSULTANTS

Alcx Gentile
PÀul Libero
L¿otrrd A. Iavålvo
Anthony Scolam
OIJFICE MANAGER
Cathy Geutile

GMBA EDITOR

When my second son Jacob was born, my wife and I wcrc thrillcd to have two beautiful boys.
Our hopcs and dreams ofhaving two sons who would learn ofthc Lord, and become workers
and rnissionaries in Ilis kingdom was a wonderful thought and something we prayed about.
After Jacob was a year and a half old, we noticed sornething was wrorìg. Hc wasn't speaking
(noteven "mama" or"dada"), hemadeno eye contact and would bang his head unconfiollably.
The thoughtthat something could be wrong neverentered ourminds ofcourse. We werc sure
he wouldjust grow out ofit, but he didn't. Reluctantly we took him to be evaluated by doctors,
psychiatrists and other experts in this area. Our hearts sank into the pits ofoul stor¡achs when
we.,¡/ere told Jacob had autism. The feelings ofdenial, anger', hurt and despair consumcd us.
FIow oould God allow this to happen? We experienced several miscariages plior to our filst
son being born, and were so thankfÌl lhat we could even have children, and now this?!
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When Jacob was 4rlz years old, we had him reevaluated by several doctors. I'll never forget
after the final 3 hour evaluation receiving a call from the psychiatrist telling mc hc can't rcally
explain this, but Jacob is no longer autistic. He no longer demonstrated the characteristics of
autism. lt took a day or two for it to sink in, but we realized hc had been healed! Wedidn't
need to use any special diets or any magical medicines, the God of all the universe had
compassion on our little boy and healed hirn. The vision our sister had came back to us, and
we realized this was always in God's plan to show His power and love to us. This September
he is starting school...,a public sçhool wilh his older brother. What an awesome God we
serve! I shale this with you to encourage you that there isn't anything that Jesus camrot do,
We must never underestimate His power and His ability to do the irnpossible.
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We looked to our brothers and sisters in our branch forprayer, not sure ifwe should broadcast
this to thc whole Church, orjust keep it quiet (still feeling a sense ofdenial), Wejust kept it
amongst the brothers and sisters in our branch. Jacob would pace up and down the center
aisle inChurch "liningup" thepews withhis eyes (a trait ofautistic children). IIeoftenwould
run out the front door, giving our deacons a good workout each Sunday, But one Sunday,
something amazing happened. Jacobwalked up frontbyhimself, unprompted(at3 years old),
and sat in the chair to be anointed. FIe didn't move a muscle but sat quietly. Not surc what
to do, we as elders prayed for him. When the prayer concluded a sister stood crying and saìd
she had a vision. She looked up and saw Jacob as a 2O-year-old in a shift and tic lìolding a
Bible teaching young people in a class. Ofcourse our hopes soared for that moment, but
quickly after the meeting, as we obselved the same autistic behaviors, we felt discouragement
again. Several m<rnths later, we were listeningto I Left ltThere(#165 in The Songs ofZion)
andsinging along withourolderson inourhome. As we were singing, we heard anothervoice
singingthatwe didn't recognize. When we looked, Jacob was singing thewords ofthe chonrs
perfectly! Mind you, he never even said "mama" or "dada" up to this point, and now he was
singing âll thewords ofthis song. I ran to get my video camerabecause I wasn't sure ifanyone
would believeus (thinking itwas just a onetime thing). From that day forward, Jacob changcd.
The head banging stopped. The pacing up and down the aisles at Church stopped. I.Iis
vocabulary increased dramatically.

It also reminds me ofa time about l0 years ago in our branch whcn a woman who had the
FIIV virus in an advanced stage was prayed for. Tliat Tuesday she vr'ent to the doctor and
the IIIV vilus had completely disappeared from her body ! Sometimes we forget who it is
we seive, llut these kinds of miracles rernind us, Our God is an awesome God!
"Have ye not kttown? have ye not heard? hath it tlol been told you fron the beginning?
have ye not understood fiom the foÙndations of the earth? It is hc that sittetlt upon the
cìrcle of the eaflh, and the inhabitanls thereof aLe as grasshop¡;erc; that stletclreth out
lhe heavens as a curlain, and sprcadeth then out as a fent to dwell in" (lsaiah 40:21-22).
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and have a good life! Ile promises us
that if we go to FIim and pray and talk

The

to

Him,

Children's
Corner
By

Sister Jan Bork

How Jesus Takes the
Fear Out of Changing
Dear Frìends,

Life is always changing. Do you
remember when you werc small and
lcarncd to ridc a bike wilhout lalfing
offl Thcn you leamed to ride witli
only one hand! You keep growing and
changrng. That rnakes life change too.
Somc changes are cxciting and fun.
Sorne changes are scary. We
wish wc could hide r-rr slay at holnc in
fear. Do you remcmber being afraid
to .,¡r'alk into a new school building,
classroom, or business place? Do you
remember hoping you would get a kind
teacher, or meet nice kids? lnThe
Chulch of Jesus Christ, we pray all the
time 1'or thc safely and protection of
our ch iklren, lricnds and families.
From the time you are blessed until
you get baptized, and on, we pray and
trust that God will take carc ofyou and
guide you. He does. Later, you get so
used to that new school, or place, that
you are happy to run inside quickly and
see what new thing you are going to

learn.
Each day we pray for courage
and God's proteclion.

IIyou

are going

to work with a new teacher, students,
or boss, pray to Jesus and God to help
you. Then you will be changcd lrom
fceling anxious ol nervous to bcing
comfortable and happy to be there.
Life is full ofchanges, and Jesus, our
friend and Lord, teaches us how to
stop being afraid

oflife.

First, He tells us not to wonJ
about bad things ahead of us so much.
Jesus teaches in the Bible in the book

of Matthew 6:34, "'Lake...no thought
I'or the morrow ftornorrow]: for the
morrow shall take thought for the
things of itself [don't wotn, so far
aheadl, Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof for, eaoh day it is enough
to worryjust about that dayl." So
many tirnes we wasts cnergy and feel
worried sick ovcr something that does
not even cnd up happening! Wc waste
perfectly good days and weeks

worrying with lcar inslcad olpraying.
asking God fol peace and guidance
and doing our best.

It's interesting having Jesus

as

our friend, teacher, and leader. When
we follow His commandments, our
lives ge t so much better. We can try
new things. We can be braver and
mcct new people, When we are
nelous and worticd we won't know
what to say, we cân pray and ask for
nlore courage, When sotneone is
mean to us, we can ask for paticnoe or
wisdont to figure out how to handle it.
God can help us change the waYS we
react to others and lca¡n new ways
thât work, He teaches ùs in Matthew

7:9-l I to pray and trust God will help
us. Jcsus said, "What man is there of
you , whom if his son asks for bread,
will he give him a stone?...Ifye
then...know how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more
shall your F'ather which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask
him?"
That's what I rernind myse lf
when I am feeling scarcd or loncly and
start praying to God. I know God
loves me even more than any human
person does. I tell Him I am worried
and ask l{im to help me in everY new

situation, He does. Jesus actually
cares whethel we are safe and happy

will wotk out our
life. In John l0:l0He

that He

problems in

says, "...I am oome that they might
have lifc and that they might have it
more abundantly!" Abundant means
lots of somcthing, so that means Jesus
will help us through all the changes of
life and give us grcater lives, tnore
love, more wisdotn, tnore courage and
all of the help we need to gct through
the good and the bad changes that life
brings to us!

Talk to Jesus. Tell Him your
fears and ask Him to give you power
to change, grow and be the best
person with a blessed, wonderful, and
interesting life! Remelnber the verse
in II Timothy I :7, "For God hath not
givcn us the spirit offear; but of
power, and oflove, and of a sound
niind Ia calm, good brain]." Believe it,
pray about it, live it and enjoy the
changes you will go through!

Withlove,
Your friend (who somctimes fears
changes),
Sistcr Jan
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GMBA Conference
May 16-L7,2009
By

Sister Leah Nath

The saints were welcomed Fliday
night to Anahein, California with a
friendly game of bowling at a local

college. Even though many ofthe
young people were up late, a group of
young people arrived a halfhour
before the GMBA oflìcers Saturday
morning. They wcre ablc to cnjoy a
delicious home-cooked breakfast
courtesy of thc Anaheim Branch
kitchen committee. Once the brothels
and sisters arrived to begin our oonfercnce, the GMBA Chaplain, Brother
Laly Champine, opened asking a few
questions. What is our focus? - God
First. How important is that? What did
Jesus do for me? What cân I do to
make sure I leflcct Hirn in everything
in my life? The idea this weekend is
that we will walk away with a greater
understanding and willingness to put
God first in our lives. Godisableto
look at us equally and put us all frrst.
Vy'e can always better ourselves, This
weekend we hope to better ourselves
in putting God first.

I)ur¡ng the course ofrhc morning
conlèrence, it was noted tlìat thc
GMBA was asked to host two nights
at the upcorning 201 I World Conf'erence. The theme is "lìestoratio¡r
Story." The first night will be a stirring
Ieenactment of the Restoration Story
beginning with Joseph Smith and the
establishment of The Church of Jesus

Christ. Brother Mark Kovacic is
leading this projcct. He is looking for
volunteers that would like to help wlite,
direct, produce and act out selected
restora{ion scenes. The sccond night
is a continuation ofhow the Restoration has impacted the lives of men and
women in our modem day. Brothcr
Larry Champine is leading this projcct.
They are crcating a video for presentation on that night. ln bôth cascs, the

plesentations will be rninglcd with
choral l¡usic from the World Conference choir under the di¡ection of
Elrother Pete Giannetti. Anyone
interested in helping may contact these
blothels for more information. The
GMBA made a rnotion to accept the
recommendation of $i250 per local per
6 months, to be raised for the 20l l
World Confcrcnce. Thc General
Church has requested the GMBA
contribute $25,000 to the World

Conlercncc cffort.
Brother Jason Monaghan gavc a
presentation on looking back at the
oligin of the MBA and its vision to aid
the Church and promote the youth.
Are we following the vision given to
Brother Âlcxandcr Chcrry? Wc arc
so blessed to see the elfects and
aclivities of the CMBA and how it is
impacting the lives ofour young
people, The MEIA is for them and we
should be giving them the opportunity
to bc activc in taking on roles and
offices. Iie stressed thc importance of
the locâI, because sometimes we tend
to only focus on GMBA programs like
YIA, GMBA Carnpout, etc. Whilc
these are wonderful events, if we lose
sight of the local MBA, we can be
rnissing the boat! Are the teachers

making MBA worth coming to? Are
our lessons prepaled or thrown
together when we get to church? We
nccd lo crcalc and maintain an cnvilonlnent that our. young people will
thrive in and be inspired to attend.
After lunch, the saints wero split
into seminars according to age. Brother'
Pete Giannetti, Jr. led a serninar titled
"God 1''." All the involved brothers did
an amazing job ald the saints were
truly blessed. To sumr¡alize the
seminar is not easy, but with God's
help I hope you receive the same
blessing as if you were there in person.
Brother Pete split the presentatiolì into
3 parts: God first in Service, God first
in Relationships, and God first in
Marrirgc. Putting GurJ ñrst in Scrvice
entails God being your best fricnd,
includrng Flirn in every detail ofyour
life, loving Him as nuch as He loves
us, and growing through temptation,
The second part of the seminar was
about putting God I " in Relationships.
lfyou can't love each other in thc

Church, then you can't love thc world.
We must avoid pride and be filled with
the l,ove ofGod, 'lhc third part ofthe
seminar was God 1'' in marriage , We
makc a covcnant and union. The union
is two becoming one, the covenant is
the promise between the couple. Both
must bc grounded in the love ofGod.
Brolhcr Tom D'Orazio closcd stating.
if God is l " there has to be a 2'd - us.
That is the struggle in our walk with
Christ. putting or¡r'sclvcs sccond.
After dinner and fellowship, the
saints gathered for an evening of
God's richest blessings. Brothcr
Patrick Giannetti opened in prayer and

Brother Jason Monaglian opened the
meeting by stâting the purpose ofus
being here is to move forward in the
GMBA. The goal of the GMBA is to
place the young people in the position
like Samuel and look unto Christ first.
The Pacifrc Coast Choir sang a
selection ofsongs, directed by Sister
Christina Paxon, followed by a Spanish
selection sung by a group ofour
Mexican brothers and sisters,
Brother Jeff Giannetti spoke and
encouraged the saints to love your
local as much as fhe GMBA. Lovc
your office and do it to the honor and
glory ofGod. Psalm 23, "The Lord is
my Shephcrd..." We have been givcn
so much. Will we take advantage of it?
Can you rehearse these words in your
life? Is the Lord your gentle Saviour?
Is it our desire to dwell in the house of
the Lord folever? Is God first in our
lives? How beautifìrl it is when we
find ourselves in that "spot" and we
can answer yes to those questions!
We have â treasure! If we have a

relationship with Christ, you will notbe
alone. Psaln, 55:22, Cast your burdens
upon me... Have you been in that
spot where you know that you have
that rclationship with God? David

knew hc couldn't figlrt Goliath without
God's help. Even David messed up.
The challenge is to recognize that you
messed up and God wants you to
realize that. David fell on his face
before God after he realized he
mcsscd up. God lorgave him and
David was back in that spot. Thc
enemy of our soul \ryants us to surren(Continued on Page
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things that are less than spiritual.
Knowing this, it is important that wc
recognize our reason for being and our
value lies in our spiritual being; all else

Soul Spa; Finding
TYue Worth in Christ
By

Sistet' Carolyn

On June 6'ì',

ne

Light

arly 100 sisters

from the throughout the Church nìet in
Phoenix, Arizona for the Southwest
and Pacific Regions' Ladies' Circle

F'ellowship Weekend, The theme of
our weekend was "Finding Tnre Worth
in Jesus Clrrist." The backdrop idea
for the weekend was a "Soul Spa."
Our hope wâs to unite and draw close
to Christ by undelstanding His love
and caring in our lives, As sistcrs, we
must be able to risc above the tnessages
that rob us of our worth, remembering
that Christ's pulpose was to enable us to
be able to enter into God's presence.
Sisters gathered from Arizona,
California, 'lexas, New Mexico,
Pcnnsy lvan ia. Colorado and Michigan
on Friday aftelnoon and began an

introspective exercise to prepâre themselves to look at the "inner woman" to
see who Christ enables her to be.
Making collages about their true sell
rlìowed thc si¡tcrs to bcgin thinking
âbout their inner, spiritual design.
A lter a wondcrlul period of
fellowship during dinner, the sisters
were welcomed by theil coordinators,
Sisters Rachel Cotellesse, Debbic
Kyriakakos, Jody Greger, and Michelle
Watson. The scripturc il Ëphesians
5:29-30 was presentcd as a highlighted
scripture for the weekend: "For no
man ever yet hâted his own flesh; but
nourisheth it and cherisheth it, even as
the Lord the church; for we are members ofhis body, ofhis flcsh, and ofhis
bones." The cooldinators explained
that tlìis theme became impôrtant
whcn they noticed how having a poor
self-worth inhibits our servicc to God.
We âre not wofthy of ourselves but
with ChÌist beslowing l fis blcssings.
talents and abilities on us wc can be
uscd ofGod ald are ofgreat worlh.
is easy for us to plâce out wortlr on

ìt

is sec0nd to that,
On Friday evcning, we participated in the "O-Holy-Tonight Show"
during which our coordinators differentiated between what women see when
we look in the mirror and what God
focuses on in our hearts. Ëven though
women everywlterc desire natural
makeovers, God sees the best in us,
beyond our appearance, and Ioves us
as we are. All in attendance were
then treated to "prizes" as our spiritual
bcauty technicians were introduced.
These sisters, who would be lcading
seminars the lollowing day, gave us a
brief glimpse ofwhat was in store.
.41ter our show ended, we all gathered
for fellowship and cookie tasting
before retiring.
Throughout the weekend fundraiser items werc sold in a boutique of
handmade items as well as "God sees
a Glarnour Shot" photos. Bothof
these ideas were â huge success and a
great deal of f'un for all.
The following day, the sisters
were greeted by the Soul Spa Concierge, Sister Carolyn Light, who
delivered the keynote address. She
introduced the sisters to this "Sanctuary for Spiritual Restoration." Unlike
other spas, thc effeots of lúr^s spa
could last for etcrnity. She encouragcd sisters to look to the Word of
God to lean about our real value,
because the mcssages we reoeive
from society are far from aocurate.
Thosc messages encoulage us to find
value in bcauty, popularity, wealth and
other roles or titles. Many ofthese
aspirations al'e subject to change and
instability. Sister Carolyn cited Job
and his trials to punctuale that our
value camot lie in what we possess or
what we do, it must lie in being callcd
a "Daughter of God." She used thc
first chapter of Ephesians and the first
chapter of Genesis to ente¡taìn the
topics of God's perfect creatiou, as
well as being chosen by the Fathet,
redeemed by the Son, and sealed by
the Spirit. We are valuablc in spite of
olrr flaws; all were encouraged to
place irnportance on thirtgs that are

cternal.
Sister Carolyn then introduccd
the Spiritual Beauty Technicians who
would be attending to our various soul
spa needs. Each technician would
focus on valious body pafis for oul'
spiritual makeover. First, Sister
Tawnya Hood encouraged us to
participate in a spiritual workout daily
to be healthy and happy. She also
rÔused us to look to Christ, our personal trainer, and to ernploy our
"team" ofsisters, the body ofChrist, in
our daily effort. In being a positive

example, sharing our testimony, and
being nourished in the Word of God we
can be wellprepared for our daily walk.
Sister Wendy I'Ieinz helped us
appreciatc that Godly words proceed
from Godly mouths and lips. She
encouraged us to utilize words that
build each other up and rejoice in our
spiritual farnily. We were then asked
to consider what words we use when
we interact with our spiritual and
natural farnilies, as well as the words
we use when we interact with God in
prayer. Sister Vicky Meo stressed that
wc must try to look through spiritual
eyes whcn we see each other. Our
eyes can find beauty or find fault, and
it is âlways better to look for the
positive in each other. We were also
encouraged 1o look towârd the Light

of

Christ provided for us.
Sister Debbie McDonnell ernphasìzed, "Just as our fingerprints are used
to idcntify us, spiritual hands that work
f'or God will always have a story to tell.
Our hands can be used to accentuate
naturâl and spiritual talents and we were
encouraged to develop those talents and
help other sistcrs to develop theirs.
Finally, Sisters Jody Greger and
Dcbbie Kyriakakos assisted us to
makeover our feet to walk away from
sin. They encouraged us to consider
where our feet take us and the direction ofoul travel in the Lord.
Sister Kristen Elzby met with the
tecnage girls to considcr their spiritual
makeover during the morning hours.
Later that day, this group ofyoung
girls performed a wonderfully-enacted
skit which described our inner beauty
as more important to God than our
physical beauty.
At thc conclt¡sion of our scmina¡s
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and lunch, there was time

lòÌ sisters to

fellowship, participate in crafts or
excursions and enjoy fi'ee fimc until

dinner. Afte¡ dinner wc wcre treated
to a fun and enjoyable evening, hosted
by Sistcr Danielle Giannetti, who
strengthened us to enjoy and consider
the wonderful sisters who surround us.
We reminisced and humorously
enjoyed each othels'gif'ts and talents.
Sunday rnurning worship service
was opened by Brothcr Michael
Watson who continued with the theme
of the weekend. In talking about
worth, Brother Michael dilferentiated
bctween worth that comes liom the
world, such as wealth and power, and
woúh that comes from God: gifts,
talents and forgiveness. He reiterated
that our \À,oÌth is not found in our roles.
Hc cited I John 3: l, "Behold, what
rnanner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God..." to ernphasize Gocl's lovc for us. Brother
Michael used the fifth chapter of
Romans to highlight that God vested
worth in us through Christ and His
sacrificc. He then shared louching
experiences which illustrated that we
can becoms self-critical about our
outer beauty but that God created us
and has a pcrfect plan for us just the

way \ .¡c afe,
After Communion was passed,
we werc addressed by Sister Lisa
Champine, General Ladics' Circle
Vice President. Sister Lisa expressed
her thanksgiving to God for this
blessed weekend. She encouraged us
to utilize our gifls and talents and give
our best to the Lord. She also encouraged us as lnembers of the Ladies'
Circle to becomc involved and share
as we havc this wcekend for the
benefit ofthe body ofsisters. Sister
Karen Progar, Gene¡al Ladics' Ci¡cle
President, then shared an experience
in which the Lord has prompted her to
visit the sisters throughout the Church
and cncourage them. FIer presentation, which included â lìistory ofthe
Ladies' Circle, gave us not only

historical information but also defined
the imporlance ofthe sisters in the
Church. She refcrrcd lo sislcrs from
past and present, speaking about our
roots and spiritual growth. She also

encouraged us to fiequent activities
which support missionary work
throughout thc world.
Sisters wsre then encouraged to
testi$ and share God's blessings with
each other. Many sisters and women
who were visiting with us spoke âbout
the glory

ofGod and expressed

thanklulncss in having our Savior in
their lives. There wcre numerous
lestinronics abuut cxperiences. visions
and hcalings in our midst. It wâs with
hearts full ofjoy, love, and restoration

of the Spirit that wc reluctantly bade
farcwell to each other, looking forward
to tlìe next gathering of sisters in the
fcllowship of Jesus Christ.

IAmYourBrother
Continued from Page 3

and proclairled,

"Ifthere be any
among you who desire lo come into
thc fold, todây is a good day to be
baptized." A young man who accompanied the youth fronì Tijuana said, "I
desirc to bc baptized," and the fämily
ofGod rejoiced! Brother Jacinto, a
Teacher in the rrission, then translated
Brother Staccy's message into Mixteco,
his native tongue. Brother Jacinto's
cousin, Bonafacio, who has been
attending the Church for eight years
ând whose wife was recently baptized,
spokc up loudly in Mixteco. The congregation watched as tears poured
down Brothor Jacinto's face as hc
lranslated Brother Bonafacio's desire
to become paft of the family of God.
Brother Jacinto then relayed a dream
that Brothcr Bonalacio had confirming
tbe authenticity ofthe Chulch.
T'he weekend was concluded
with a Sunday lunch. Those present
did not see the dark skin or light skin,

only

a

family sitting down together to

share blessings and a meal together on
the Lord's holy day. Vy'e give thanks

for this blesscd occasion, and for every
opportunity to reunite with our brothers
and our sisters. "Yo soy tu hermano."
" I ant your brother, I'nt hiding
ny teaîs. Rejoicìng to see you fron
so many years. The land líes before

you, a beautiful sight. My brothers
ine home now, don't cry it's all right."
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OK Native Amerioan Outrcach
Continued from page 4

dccidcd to pray about it, Sunday
moming when Blother John came to
get us, we still had not decided but
prayed again. We waited a momcnt
and then chose Artussee Baptist
Church. Driving out of town and
down some lonely roads (our instructions were to go until the road ended
and turn right and continue until you
see the church), we found the church
nestled among some trees. 'flie pastor
arrived from Okmulgce, Oklahoma,
about fifly miles away. We learned
that they meet only once a month (the
Lord brought us on the right day).
Aller a few minutes, the pastor invited
us to participate in the service and
asked Brother George to p1eâch a
sc¡mon after he opened the meeting.
We learned that the members were all
Creek (Muscogee) Nation people.
Their church has been there since 1875.
We were invited onto the pulpit
and after singing a few hymns in
Crcek. lhe pastor shared sorne scripture and related thoughts. Brothel'
George was asked to speak next, but
before he stafted he asked if the three
visiting brothers could sing a song.
Brother George selected I Love to
'Iell the Story. He then used Matthew 1l:25-10 as his texl aud expounded the importancc of continuing
our beliefin Jesus Christ as the son of
God, especially in today's eirvironmcnt.
He included his own tcstimony of how
many times in his life he had to rely on
Jesus during difficult situations.
The pastor provided time fbr

"announcelrents and testimonies" and
specifically asked Brothers Mark and
John to share their testimonies. Brother
Mark notcd the pur¡ose oftheir visit
and how God has blessed thern with a
message that they want to share with
Native Americans. Brother John
explained how he worked with
Piscataway Indians in Maryland and
that he wants to belp these here, We
could see that many were touched by
Brother John's sincere and heartfelt
offer.

A few more announcements
(Continued on Page 10)

and
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OK Native Arnerican Outreach
Continued from Page 9

testimonies were shared and the
meeting was closcd by singìng another
hymn in thc Crcck language. We then
had the opportunrty to speak to several

of the members. We explained our
purpose fbr being in Oklahoma and
what wc ìntended to do during the ncxt
couple of days. Wc asked the pastor
if we could meet him in Okmulgee
when we headed over that way. He
willingly gavc us his holne address and
phone number and said he would like a
visit, We asked whether we could
take their picture and they were happy

to pose.

As we headed to the car, the
pastor walked with us and asked
whcther he could ofïer a prayer on our
behalf. llc told the Lord that he drd
not know why God brought thcse three
men to hirn today, but he was very
thankful and asked God to watch over
us and bless us in our r¡ission. We
were vcry touched by his love and
concern for us. What a wonderful
start to our outreach effort.
Ovcr thc ncxt fìvc days we
would meet and have discussions with
ninc chairmen, principai chiefs or other
offrcials, all from different tribes or
nâtions. lntotal, we spoke anddelivered
matcrials to 14 different ones.
Another visit that stands out is
one to the Kialagee tribal town office
in Weturrka. The director of thc
environmental outreach of the tribe
welcomed us in and we then shared an
cnliglitening conversation. As we
chatted, hc asked whetber we were
from another church. We explarned
we were from The Churcli of Jesus
Clrrist irr Monongahela. Pennsylvan ia.
and we also explained the difference
in how we belicvc about Native Americans. He then stated he believed thcy

were from Israel and he knew which
tribe. He asked us if we knew and we
said Joseph. He said he bclicved they
werc f¡om Mannassah! We had some
additional discussion and he explained
his beliefabout the great changes which
would occu¡ upon the land in the near
future. We explained the Choice Seer
and how lle would do God's work in
unifying thctribcs andnations- I-Ie asked

whethcr we had any other questions and
him if he would accept two
books fror¡ us? He agrced and we
presented him a Book of Mormon and
American Indian Moses, He graciously
accepted both andpromised to readthem,
as he was open to oul mossage.
At Stroud, Oklahoma, we met the
chairman of the Sak & Fox Nation.
Here, patience paid off, as he was on
the phone with someone who had
wantcd to speak to him for months.
We waitcd for a half hour or so and
then were invited into his office. We
cxplained our purpose and the materials we were giving him. He said our
\À¡e askcd

rrressagc was

"inlriguing. ve[y intrigu-

He then spoke about his position
and heritage, noting his Sak name as
"thunder over head," also that the
nation was now up to 3600 rnembers.
Before leaving he thanked us lor

ing."

"...He told the Lord that lte
did not know why God
brought these three men to
him today, but he was very
thankful and asked God
to watch over us and bless us
in our mission."
coming and again said the message
sounded very intriguing.
ln Anadarko, we met the Apaclìe
Tlibe ofOklahoma vice chair. She
received us warmly, discussed our
rnessage, and accepted our package of
materials. After lunch we stopped at
the f)elaware Nation and lortunately
the nation president wâs wâlking by
thc rcceptíonist coming back from
lunch. He said he would be glad to
rneet with us and we provided him the
package ofrnaterial and cxplained the
rnessage we had. He was very cordial
and said he would pass the material on
to their library after he read it, He
also mentioned he would like to visit
onc olour congrcgarions when hc is
visiting Pennsylvania this fall.
We continued to tho Caddo
Nation of Oklahoma in the town of
Bingcr. The chair was not available,
but her cxccutive assìstalìt, who first

met us in the lobby, wclcomed us into
hcr office to hear our message, which
she said fascinated her. Wc gave her
the package of materials. She said she

would read through the material and
pass it on to the cl.nirman, too.
From Binger we drove to
Carnegie to meet the tribal chair ofthe
Kiowa Tribe of Oklahoma, We were
shown his ofhce and when we introduced ourselves to the secretary, the
chailman was sitting with his back to
us. He tumed, introduced himself as
the chairman, and invited us into his
office, where we had a lengthy discussion about our messagc and his
beliefs, Hc was very interested in the
book, Atnerican Indian Moses, and
that he would share our message with
his business committee.

Our final day ofvisiting was
capped with going to the home oîthe
Artussee paslor. They warmly received us and we spent over two hours
discussing scriptures, church practices,
the llook of Mormon, and how our
Church is diflerent from certain other
resLolation churches. Iloth were quitc
opcn and receplivc lo our mcssage.
The pastor noted he had leceived a
Book of Mormon from another group
sometime ago, but he admitted that he
tried to understaud with his urind, and
not by prayer. We concluded with
prayer offered by him. ln his prayer
he thankcd God lbr bringing us his way
and for listening to hin.r and sharing our
message with him.

Sometimes it is hard to gaugc
success of discussions, except to notc
a number oflribal leaders hacl sufhcient opportunity to avoid us or 'brush
us off,' but did not. lnstead fhey took
tlle timc to hcar us oul. ask questions
and exchange thoughts and ideas about
the topics. Besides giving individuals
copies of our materials, we werc also
able to leave four copies of thc Arncrican Indian Moses al public and tribal
liblaries, explaining to the librarians the
background and message ofthe book.
All were quite appreciative ofthe
donation.

Drivingover2600 miles and visiting
l7 tribal offices or nations,

15 towns,

and speaking to a number ofofficials
and Native Americans, we can truly
say that God opcned many doors.

September, 2009

Guy's Night Out

huge difference for him and his farrily.
We must continue to be a positive

Continued from Page 4

need soncone whom they can look to
whcn thcy nced direction or have

Sea the Moming L¡gl1ú, gâve tcstimonics, and then sang Kacping Step.
The congregation closed singing Tle
Spirit of God Like a Fire Is Buning,
and Brofher Jordan Giannetti closed in

problems in their lives. Brother Dan

prayer.

also gave the Lold thanks lor the
important role IIe has played in his life.
Brother Jim Lambef, Jr. of
Detroit Branch #2 thanked God for the
role models in his life: his father, the
b¡otliers in Churoh, and our late

Just hours later, our Sunday
service began with the Scolaro family
singing lovesf Thou Me Then a
group of 12 sang Just For Me, whlle
SisterElizabeth Sirnpson (in the hospital)
Iislcncd via ccllphonc. Thc mccting
was opened by singing Dwelling in

influence to our young people. They
McKees Iìocks, Pennsylvania, was
thcn int¡oduced as the guest speakcr

for the eveiììng.
Brother Paul opened with Psalm

l,

emphasizing verse 3, that if we as
men put the Lord first and keep His
commandments, all that we do will
prosper', To do this, he pointed out we
rnust be disciplined and be positivc
influences to those alound us. In
essence, we rnust be shepherds to the
Church and to our fanilies.
He stated a good shepherd leads,
feeds, dilects, comforts, protects and
oorrects the sheep, and also leads by

example. Brother Paul related how his
fàther was a posìtive leade¡ and
exarnple to him in his lifè.
J<lshua was an appreirtice or
disciple of Moses and leamed to be a
leader froln watching him. We need
to respect and lcam from our natural
and spiritual fathers and brothers.
We are commanded to love God
and seek first His kilgdorn, and love
our neighbor, upon which hangs all the
law and prophets.
Brother Paul then challenged all
ol us to be 3-D men: men ol Desire,

Brother Frank Morlc, whr-¡ told him
"Jim you will never be a man until you
cornmit your life to the Lord," before
he went on to his reward. Brother Jim
stressed the importance of being a
leader in our homes to our children and

families.
A group ofyoung men from our
legion played a beautifil inshumental
rendition of Wave the Flags.
Evangelist Jcff Giâruletti, our
Region Quorum of70 Vice Chainnan,
thanked everyone for coming, and
after some closing remarks led all 240
ofus in a moving rcndition of Atnazing

Gtace.
The inspilational and hcartwarming evening was closed in prayer'
by Apostle Petcr Scolaro.

was the greatest leader of all times,
\ryas obedient to

His Father,

and emptied Himself of "self." We
need to be obedient to God and empty

ourselves of "self."
Brother Panfrlo DiCenzo, also of
the McKees Rocks Branch, followed
with the testirnony ofhow Jesus
con.rpletely changed his life when he
finally sunendered to Hirn and obeyed
the Gospel; and whât a difference the
Lo¡d has made in his lifc, providing him
with a new purpose, and a wonderful
wife ancl son. I:Ie then sang a beautiful rendition of My Tribute, To God
Be the Glory t:y Andrc' Crouch.
Brother Dan Griesbaum from
Detroit Branch #1, a high school
teacher and coach, shared how
important it is for young people to have
role models in their lives. I-Ie endeavors to be a leader, role model and
example by teacliing life skills in the
classroom an(l on the field. He stated
having the Lord in his life has made a

Beulah Lan¡l and Brother Tom

Liberlo opened in prayer. Sister Erin
Light ancl Sister Carolyn Light sang
Above All Else I Believe. Brother
Tom D'Orazio opened by stating the
nìost important lhing this morning is
that Christ speaks to us. I-Ie spoke out
of Matrhew 21:18-19, "Now in the
morning as he retumed into the city, he
hungered. And when he saw a hg trec
in the way, he came fo it, and found
nothing thereon, but leaves only, and
said unto it 'Let no fruit grow on thcsc
hencefolward for ever.' And presently
the fig tree withered away." Brother
Tom thought on the flight hcrc, why in
the world would Jesus be so upset at a
rce? Thc reason is bccausc it gavc its

fiuit to sorneonc else first. When
Christ carne, there was nothing left. It
had put Him sccond. Christ saw nany

Dedication, and Determination, Jcsus
yet He

t1

GMBA Conference
Continuêd from Page 7

der. But Satan is morc subtlc than
that. I{e will make you question,
doubt. look lor faults. ctc. Will you give
up tonight, or will you be likc AIma and
Amulek and cry out to God for help?
We need to pray for our families and
those that have left the Church. Job's
wife said to curse God and die, but Job
said "no." He was on the spot! It's â
battle to stay on that spot. You have to
hÏst in the Lord and you can stay on
that spot. I am thankful for the MBA
and my parents that guidod mo to that
spot, living in the will of God. 1f you
find yourselfwandering off, corne
back and the Lord will be waiting there
for you. Sister Jennifer, Brofher Brian
Charnpine and Alyssa Giannetti sang
What Coukl Be Better, and the young
people gathered up front and sang Io

trees but they bore no fruit. Just before
this event, Jesus met many peopìe that
looked like fiuitful trees, but in the end,
they bore little fruit. At the end of the
châpter, verse 43 tclls us what He's
looking for, "Therefore I say unto you,
the kingdom ofGod shall be taken
lrom you. and givcn to a nation bringing forlh the fruits thereof." You can
fool yourself, but you can't bare fruit
until you have God in your heart. We
are obligatcd to give our best to Christ.
He gave us His best. The pure love of
God and Tree oflife is our destiny.
Believe lhal whalsoever you ask in
prayer and He will answer that prayer.
By the Spirit ofGod, tlìings that are

irnpossible bccomc possible in a

moment. Because of His mercy, while
we have life, it is never too lâte with
Christ. We are called to live and are
no longer cursed to die.
(Continued on Page 12)
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ourselves over to

Blother Jason Monaghan followed by remembering his grandfather.
ls your candle bulning brightly today?
He was working in the rnill when he
had to grease the gears and lost his

footing. All ofa sudden

a

finger

stopped his fall. It was the finger of
God that stopped him. He's looking at
the candle upon your soul, branches,
missions, and marriages. God wânts
our i-ruits first, but Hc wants our
problems first too. In Revelation 2:4,
"...1 havc somewhal against thec.
because thou hast left thy first love."
God cares because \rye care. IIe walks
among the candle sticks. Put God

first and lle will bless you in all
that you do.
Brother Pete Giannctti Jr. followed and posed the question, "Who
can tell the Love ofGod?" Unless you
experience it, you can't descÌibe if. It's
a beautiful thing! Ìf we give first to
the Lord, the fruils that we have are
enough to share with the world. Our
fruit will fecd the world. The Lord lold
lìis disciples to go out, there is still
room at the table. A few years ago at
conference, thc message was to go out
and compel them to come in. How do
we compel? It's by the lovc of God
that you will cornpcl them 1o come in.
Young people, it's time to take hold of
the Gospel and be the example to

Hili.

God

will ¡eveal

His arm if we put Him first. We are
filled ',vith testimonies of God's victorics. We can tum our backs or harden
our hearfs to Him. We may fail Him,
but He is so merciful. Just humble
yourselves and FIe will forgive you. I
arn thankful for the Öpportunity fo
serve with thc saints ofGod.
Brother Stacy Light thanked
everyone for coming to the West

Contínued from Page 11

Coast for GMBA Conference.
llrother Ton D'O¡azio thanked the
Anaheim Branch for their hospitality,
love and hard work all weekend. We
closcd our CMBA Conferencc singing
There's Not Anything Jesus Cannot
Dq and Brother Richard Deulus
closed in prayer, On behalfofthe
GMBA, we thank the Pacifrc Coast
Region lor their hospitality to the
GMBA. May God bless you all.

Spiritual Anniversaries
Sister Cathy Gentile of Detroit,
Michigan Branch #2 celebrated 50
ycars in The Church of Jesus Christ on

Kia I'lale, daughter of Justin and
Kim Ilale, was blessed on Fcbruary
I 5, 2009 at the Clairton, Pennsylvania

May

Mission.

10, 2009.

Sister Irenc Yonkee of the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch
celebrated 60 years in The Church
Jesus Christ on July

CarolAnn Sunshine Sparks,
daughter of Michael and Mindy

of

3,2009.

those corning bchind you.

Brother Lany Charnpine stated
life is worlh living if you serve the

l,ord and put Him first. Glory be to
His name for the conviction in my
hcart and soul! Wc need to lully give

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Monaghan, Jasor and Rachael
934 Broglie Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

Address Change

Children Blessed

412-655-4384

Name

The Church of Jesus Christ
hvine Branch (Anaheim)

Address

lrvine, CA 92618

1

8

Goddard

949-585-s 189

Sparks, was blessed on June 7, 2009 at
the Sterling Heights, Michigan Branch.
Evan David Gibson, son ofSister
Dana and Ilrofher David Gibson, was
blessed on June 14, 2009 at the
hnperial, Pennsylvania Branch.

Haley Ann Severino, daughter of
Sistel Jessie and Dan Severino, was
blessed on June 14,2009 at the
Imperial, Pennsylvania Branch.

Kaynan Stephen Everett, son of
Brother Brandon and Sister Nicole
Everett, was blessed on July 19, 2009
at the Sterling Heighfs, Michigan
Branch.

Ph

onc-

Branch or M ission

'lhompson, Doris
Monongahela Manor Apt. 406
401 W. Main St.
Monongahela, PA 15063
724-258-2577

Aiyana Lynn Haley, daughter of
Drew and Corlney Haley was blessed
on August 2, 2009 at the Atlanta,
Georgia Branch.
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WORTD CONFERENCE . JUNE

25-IULY 1,2011

Brothers, Sisters and Friends,
This articleis to personally inviteyou to the 201 1 World Conference. The World Conference will beheldatOlivel
Nazarene University in Bourbonnais,Illinois. The conferencewill start on Saturday Jrne25,201I and will conclude
Friday July 1, 201 1 . The Lord has inspired the Church to use the theme of 'The Everlasting Gospel' taken from

Revelations I 4'h Chapter 6tr' vcrse.
This will bethethirdWorld Confc¡enccThe Church ofJesus Christhas held in the past 30 years, with the first
Conference held in 1983 and the second Conference held in 1999. The 201 1 World Conference will feature missionary presentations both from foreignlands as well as theblessings recounted inthe spreading ofthe Gospel throughout
the United States and Canada. In additionthe GMBAwill be assistingthe General Church inpresenting the storyofthe
Resto¡ation and theundeniablc effects ofthe Gospel inthe lives ofpeoplethoughout theworld since the Restoration.
We also look forward to musical blessings we find in The Church ofJesus Christas well as the fellowship ofthe saints
wealllove!
Wewill beproviding additional details about the conference in the coming weeks andmonths. Wcwillhavethe
initialpricing information out to all before the end ofthis year and as stated in ourupdates attheGeneral Church Conference, the pricing shucture will be similarto theGMBA Campoutpricing structure. We also plan to begin acccpting
registration in 2010 forthose who wishtopay early. We look forward to seeing many ifnot all ofyou at the20l I
World Conference, andwewill have quarterlyupdates inthe GospelNews starting with the fourth quafier 2009 right
up to the event itself. We ask each ofyou to begin remernbering the 201 1 World Conlerence forthe blessings ofGod
to move inand amongHispeople.
Godbless,
Brother Paul A. Pahnieri
201 1 WC Director

BrotherFrank J. Natoli and BrotherZachary R. Jackson
1 WC AssistantDirectors

201
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Americans. Watch for announccments.)

A messaqe

from fhd
$evonty

Why The Title "First Nations People?"
BY Brother Mark Kovacic
Over the ycars, various names
havc been used to signily thc aboriginal pcople of thc Amcricas, ArnerÈ
can Intlians is one of thc most
common, but as we all know, a
complete misnomer by Christopher
Columbus. Many still use the term
today. Othcrs have begun to use
Native Americans, thinking that they
were the "nativcs" of this land. Of
course, America is a name derived
fionr the rnapmakcr and sailor,
Arnerigo Vespucci. Even rnany of

"tribal"

ames we use are Dot of
aboriginal origin, such as Mohawk,
Chippewa or Iroquois (test your
Internct skills and fìnd out their true
names). Most intorcsting is that many
the

ofthe nations that were established in
America at the time of the European
invasion simply called themselves "the
People." Today, we may mistakenly
use one name over another. It is
irnportant for us to recognize that
those whom wc call American
lndians come lrom thci¡ own nation.

Even with the frfty years of the
Europcan Union, an ltalian still wants
to be known as an Italian. Take the
time and find out the "nation" the
Native American you are speaking to
is from. This situation is cspecially
tn¡e in Canada, where the aboriginal
pcoplc ncithcr usc thc t itlc American
Indian nor Native American, but call
themselves First Nations Pcople. A
littlc respect goes a long way in
opening the doors of communications;
showing that respect by calling thern
by their name is a big step forward.

On Friday, June 12,2009,
Brothers Mark Kovacic, Dewayne

Eutsey, and Keith Eutsey, traveled to
Blueficld, West Virginia to support the
Penn Mid-Atlantic's Native American
Oukeach training and developmcnt
program. Saints liom Pennsylvania,
Virginia and Nofih and South Carolina
gâthered at a hotel for Saturday's
events.

NAOC DVD Brings Weekend in
New Orleans
Brothe¡s Mark Kovacic,
Dewayne Eutsey and Keith Eutsey
traveled from Atlanta to Ne\tr Orleans to spend Saturday evening
working on the NAOC's missionary
DVD with Andreas Frcntzos, a
professional and highly skilled videography editor. The activities included
correcting some enors, adding some
new graphics, including some "voice
over" and adding additronal refcrences. Sunday rnoming we had
Sunday School in Andreas and Sister
Michele's homc (along wilh their'
daughter, Alivia). Brother Dewayne
taught from Daniel regarding the five
kingdoms. with a lot ofdiscussion
about the "stone kingdom" and what
the future is for it. Communion was
served and a season of testimony
followed. Brother Mark concluded
the service by reading from the
Gospel according to Luke about the
two men on the road to Emmaus and
how often wc didn't recognize that
Jesus was walking

Preparing to Expand tÍe Out¡each
Among Native AmericansÆirst
Nations People

with us until

sometime later, and we ccho the
words, "did not out hearts bum."
Remembe¡ Sister Michele in prayer
as she is the only melnber there and
does not gct lcllowship or communion
often. Her e-mail address is:
michelefrentzos@Jahoo, com
(As a side note, the NAOC's
missionary DVD should be ready
soon for your use in sharing the

Church's lnessage with Nalive

The moming began with Brother
George Kovacic speaking about hope:
for today and the future, especially for
the Seed ofJoseph. He was followed
by Brother Robert Nicklow, Sr., who
explained thc organizatlon ofthe
Region for their outreach efforts. The
NAOC Outreach Handbook was
reviewcd by Brothcrs Mark Kovacic
and Robert Nicklo\¡r', Jr., noting the
need for spiritual preparation and
cultural understânding. The afternoon
included reports from the geographic
coordinators as to their activities and
near term plans. in the late afternoon
a Native American perspective was
provided by Russell Simms, Seminole
and executive dircctor of the Three
Iìivers Council in Pittsburgh. The
Church has had a relationship with
Russe[] and the Council for over thirty
years.
After dinner, Brother Rick
Lobzun (Mohawk, Inner City Branch,

Detroit) presented a workshop on
cultural diversity, especially directed
at understanding the trials and abuses
the Native Americans/.First Nations
People have endured, as well as their
cultural contribution to our modenr
society and much oftheir outlook on
life. His wife, Sister Faith, added
several importantpoints.
Sunday morning we regathered
in the hotel meeting hall for senices.
Brothe¡ Mark Kovacic was asked to
preach. Hc uscd 2 Ncphi 30 as his
text and explained how many ofthe

Native Americans/First Nations
(Continued on Page 4)
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Penn Mid-Atlantic Evangelist Update: RNAOC
Is Enhancing Structure to Implement Work Today
By Evangelìst Robert Nicklow,

ll Nephi 3;l l- "But a seer will
raise up out of the fruit of thy
Ioìns: and unto hin will I give
power to bring foxh nty word wtto
the seed of thy loins - and Dot to
the bringing loxh of my word only,
saith the Lord but to the convincing
thetn of my word, which shall have
already gone fofth among lhen."
I

The Penn Mid-Atlantic (PMA)
Region Evangelists and the RMOC
have been very active in supporting
the enhancement of fhe Region
Native American Ouheach Commiltee (RNAOC). The goal of rhe
eDhancelnent is to develop structure
andprocess optimally supporting

outreach efforts in thc PMA Region
for al1 identified locations ofNative
American people by taking to then]
the Gospel ofJesus Ch¡ist.
On June l3 and 14,2009 in
BIucñeld, Wcsr Virginia lhe ol-ñcers
ofthe RNAOC through support ofthe
Region Evangelists conducted a
weekend training session for all
current and potential committee
mcmbers of rhc RNAOC. Thc sitc
was chosen as it represents the
epicenter ofthe region from Northern
to Southern borders. The RNAOC
offi cers, includrng Chairperson,
Evangelist Bob Nicklow, Sr. and
Committee Secre tary, Evangelist
Gcorge Kovacic, along with Vice
Chair, Evangelist Bob Nicklow, Jr.,

facilitated thc event.
Many of the 30 plus attendees
anived Friday evening to be fully
prepared for work to begin on Saturday morning. 'Ihose attending repr.esen¡ed mernbcrs from l0 branches in
thrce regions and wete supported
overall by l0 members of the ministry
including six Evangelists and four.
Elders. The gathering was additionally
blessed with two guest speakers
padicipating in rhc days activirics
including Llrother Rick Lobzun ofthe
the Great Lakes Region and Mr..

lr

Russell Simms of fhe Council of
Three Rivers American Indian Center
in Pittsbrugh, Pennsylvania. We were
also privileged to have replesentation
from the General Ladies' Uplift Circle
as the President, Sister Karen Progar,
was a present and aclive panicipant
of the event.
The day began on Saturday with
prayer and a strong scriptural message of encouragement from Brother
George Kovacic. Brother Bob
Nicklow, Sr. framed the days anticipated events and inlroduced the
agenda. He also described for all
present the cuüent structure of the
RNAOC in the rcgion by introducing
each of the six subcommittee coordinators and the assigned area ofthe
region they cover.

Evangelist Mark Kovacic,
Chairman of the General NAOC,
p¡esented an overview of the Native

American Ouh'each Handbook. This
handbook defines the process for
region committees to follow. In
conclusion, a question and answer
sessiou followed so all present had a
better iûsight into the committee's
guidelines.

Aftel lunch, the group moved
from reflection on the procoss to
iniplementation as we explored how
"to bring forth" the word of the Lord
to thc native peoples ofthe region.
Each coordinator gave a report on the
status of their area of coverage and
the stale of the team they are developing. Open discussion ensued on
opportunities and volunteers were
sought from the attendees. Through
each of the discussions a wonderful

spirit ofunity was felt as the potential
of each area was considered. Target
datcs wcre established lor coordinators to oomplete team development
and provide ongoing stafus reports.
Next, the group was addressed by

Mr. ììussell Simnis, Executive

Director of the Council ofThrce
Rivers Amcrican Indian Ccnter

(COTiIAIC). M¡. Sirnms

has over
30 yeals expcrience iu working with
Native Americans transilioning to and

fiom Reselations to Url¡an Centers
and the unique nceds they have. Mr.
Simms and n'lenbers of COTRAIC
have a deep and mutuaÌ friendship
with many saints of the Region
extending over 30 years. There was
an open forurn on the topic ofhow
the relationship has developed and
whatpoints to consider when building
new relationships with Native people
in the urban areas of the region.
An evening presentation was

conducted by Brother Rick Lobzun
who addrcssed the group on historical
and cultural concepts on the Native
American and Firsf Nation peoples.
[{e related how these cultural issues
should be undcrstood for thc impact
they barc on the means and lnethods
of apprtrach to borh Native Arncricans and Filst Nation peoples. This
presentation created a tremendous

flow ofdiscussion

as

clarification was

sought on the issues discussed. This
concluded activities for the day; but,
cven after ending the fìnal session,
discussions and sharing continued in
the exoitelnent of moving the work

forward.
The group gathered again on
Suntlay morning as we met in fellowship. Brother Mark Kovacic opened
thc service with a rnessage ofhope in
the promises ofGod for the latter day
work. ln each of the speakers who
followed an exhortation was given
from the scriptures to trust the Lord
to do His work. Following the
administering ofthe Lord's Supper
and a season of testimony, the
weekend was concludcd.
The officer.s of the RNAOC
recognize this is not the end point. If
is not even flìe beginning ofthe end.
It is lcallyjust thc end ofthe beginning. Great work lies ahead in taking
folth the word and we trust God will

provitic the powcr and mcans to bring
it about: even to raise up the one
with power to convince those of tlìe
message we are taking forth today.
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"...rejoice exceedingly..."
By Evangelist George Kovacic

". . . lhercforc Alma did reioice
exceedingly to see his brethren:
and what added ntore to his joY,
they were still his brethLen in tha
LoLd..." (Alna 17 :2). These words carne
to my rnind as we flew home MondaY,
August 10, after our shotl but very
spiritually rewarding trip to Gùatemala
Sometimes we set out with goals
to bencfit a mission work but it never
lails how the Lord blesses us. What
greater joy can we teccive than to sce
oul brolhels and sisters still sland¡ng
firm in their faith in the Restored
Gospel of Jesus Christ?
I was a little anxious ¿ìbout this
trip. I had nol becn lo Gualcmala in
five yeats. Some say, "You can't go
baok home" (courtesY of Thomas
Wolfè). We say "I cau do all things
through Christ who strengthens me"
(courtcsy of the Apostle Paul). Our
prayers were that the Lord would bc
able to use us wherevet He deemed
necessary,

I had a notion that things would
not be the satne after being gone for
half a decade. But praise the Lo¡d for
His infinite wisdom aud mercY, for I
found many of the brothers and sisters
still prcssing forward to thc mark of
eternal perfection.

Evangclist Jeny Valenti and I had
a marvelous weekend from the
mÕment ìr,e touched down in Guate-

mala City Airpofi. Friday afternoon
we had some very prodùctive timc

with our in-country liinister, Brother
Luis Marroquin. FridaY evening wc
pushed full speed ahead with a visit to
the Aldea Del Camen area of the citY
wherc Brothcr Steve Kerby with the
assistance ofhis wife, Sister Lissette,
holds regular classes. He is there by
rcqucst of the parents to teach the
children English but he also fills in with
some scripture study and singing 'lltc
evening we \pere there he had a
special preseirtation on the history of
the coming fofih ofthe Book of
Monnon. Scveral of the brothors and
sisters accompany them for support.
We spent most of Saturday

visiting in thc homes of the members
where we were graciouslY welcomed
everywhere we wenl. This gave us
time to get reacquaintcd and talk about
the things of thc Lord. We were
asked about experiences when the

Lord carne to our aid; I had a chance
to tell them the reason I believed I was
there that day. I will not relate the
story in detâil but needless to say it
gave an example ofhow the Lord can
turn a tragedy in our life into â means
ofus advancing the GosPel.
An intcrcsting footnotc to this is
that we also got to relate the story of
Sarnuel the Prophct bcing commissioned by tlie Lord to anoint tlìe
second king ofIsrael. Samuel looked
at Jessc's sons and could see a lot of
potential but was quickly corrected by

tlìe Lord, "...for the l,ord seeth not

as

man seeth; for rnan looketh on the
oulward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart" (1 Samucl 16:7)
Thc example used in this scriPture
points out how each and every person
born is irnportant in the Lord's cyes
although it may not be apparent to
those âround us. We concluded that
no man ór woman born is not wotthY
olsalvation through Jcsus ( hrist.
Brothcr Jerry took that oppoltunity also to digitally record some ofthe
members intloducing themselves for
use for the 201 I World Confcrence.
We visitcd several homes and ended
the dây full ofthe sPirit and manY
Guatemalan delicacies. We retired to
our room and prayerfullY asked the
Lord if I-le would oPen our minds to
what message was needed bY the
mernbcrship.
Sunday morning the lot fell on
Brother Jerry to open the seruice witlì
an insightful vicw of tlle 23'd Psalm.

B¡other Luis and I followed with some
lurthcr llìoughts on lhat Piecc ol
scripture.

We were than heated to some
wonderful singing bY the members
We got to hear a quafct and solo bY
some of thc young sisters. I ''¡r'âs
amazed at how the Lord has blessed
them over the years with leaming

Elglish and getting employment
We enjoyed hearing each testimony
offered. I did tâke the opportunity to
share an insight that I had reccntly

conceming an cxPelience glven to

Brother Virgil Link of San Carlos He
said he was awakened frorn sleeP bY
hearing the saying, "Come unto me oh
my people, Tt is time to build Zion." He
said he not only heard these words but
lelt it in his body. I explalned tlìat
what struck me about the experience
is that there are manY Yet who have
not heard the Restored Gospel message and would not undersland that
statement if they heard it. We have a
lot 0f\ ork to do to get the word out
among the Native People ol tbe
Americas. So I encoulaged the
rnembership that it is time to gel busy!
AfteÌ tlre meeting Brother JenY
got the temaining few membcrs to
record their name and location as he

did on Saturday,

Latel that day we went to a Place
outside of Guatemala City in the Lake
Amatitlan area. This is wherc Brother
Steve holds another English class. Thc
farnily we werc visrting is related to a
sister in New JerseY. We offered a
few words oftestitnony concerning the
Rook of Mormon and felt a wonderful
spirit there.
Monday mouring came too
quickly. Brother Stevc picked us up at
the hotcl and the next thing we knew
we werc back in the USA.
What wondcrful ncw nlcmories
we have now ofthe great wo¡k of the
Lord going on in the country ofGuaternala.

Whv the Title "First Nations
Peoþle?"
Contínued from Page 2

People call themselves "the People" in
their own language. He then expounded the impotlance ofbeing "The
People ofthe Lord" through obedience
to the commandments of God.

lJrolhcr Paul Aaron Pallnicri
followed, continuing in the samc
chapter, notìng the importance ofThe
llook ofMonnon and how God
restorcd IIis Son's Church in Amcrica
and the implications that has for all
people.
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october is the rnonth that the biÌth ofchristopher columbus is celebrated in our nation. He
was the explorer who was given the honor of"discovering" the new world by aniving here
in a ship from Spain on his way to what he thought was the land of India. When he ar¡ived
and discovered native people here, he called them "lndians" thinking hc was in India. Turns
out it was not India, but the land ofAmerica, and thcse natives were actually descendents of
Joseph, one of the sons of Jacob, whose grandfather was Abraham. 'l'hese people werc
actually part ofthe house oflsrael, related to the Jews. Although columbus tlidn't realize it
ât the time, God had brought him, and numerous other Gentiles after him to thrs land for a
reason.

"And I looked and beheld a man anong the Gentiles, who was separated fiom the seed
of my brethren by the many waters; and I beheld the Spirit of God, tllat it came down
and wrought upon the man; and he went forth upon the nany waters" evcn unto the seed
of my brethren, who werc ìn the pronised land. And it calne to pass that I beheltl the
Spit'it of'God, that it wrought upon other Gentìles; and they went fofih out of captivity,
upon the ntany waters. And it came to pass that I beheld ntany nultitudes of the Gentiles
upon the land of prcsntise; and I behald the wrath of God, that it was upon the seed of

my brcthren; and they were scattered before the Gentilcs and were smitten. And I beheld
the Spìrit of the Lord, that it was upon the Gentiles, and they rtid prosper and obtain thc
land fbr their inheLitance; and I beheld that they wete white and exceeding îafu and
beauliful, like unto my people before they werc slain" (l Nephi 13:12-15).
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The wrath ofGod was upon the seed ofJoseph or "lndians" upon this land because by this
time, they had tumed from God, believing in spirits; worshipping the earth instead of
worshipping the one andonly God. Thcy had been cursed, and lived in a verybackward way,
and did not have any advances in science or technology. The Gentiles who arrived humbled
thernsclves before God, and God blessed and prospcred them cxceedingly. The sccd of
Joseph were forced to live on rcservations, as the Gentiles oveftook the land. Even the parent
nations oftheGentiles inEurope triedto destroy these Gentiles who came to Americabecause
thcy rebelled against thc evil religions of Europe. They carricd the Bible \jvith them, and
prcached the word of God. God strengthened thc Gentiles upon this land, and in the
Revolutionary War, they defeated all other opponents. The progress and advances have not
stopped evcn to this day. The United States inparticular is fhc mostpower.ful nation on earth,
all because our forefathers were God fearing and humbled thelnselves before Him. God,
however, made a promise to the Flouse oflsrael that tlìey would not be destroyed and in the
last days, He would gather thcm together, and ifthey would turn froln thei¡ evil ways, and
believe in the true and living God, He would raisc them up. The scales are beginning to fall
fiom the eyes oflsrael as we speak. A promise and a curse are given to the Gentilès also.
Ifthey scrve God, He will prosper them forever upon the Promised Land. If they turn from
God, He will destroy them, and spare only the more righteous who will be adopted into the
House of Israel whom God will raise up. The scriptures teâch us that the l¡ain reason the
Gentiles would fall is because ofthe sin and evil ofa great and abominable church that exists
today upon the earth. They will fight the humble followers ofChrist, and because oftheir
influencc, the true followers ofchristwill be few upon the earlh. Brothers, sisters andfiiends,
thisisthedayweatelivingin. There are few that willaccept the truth. God's people are the
minority and the outcast upon thc earth. But He will pour out FIis power upon them, andupon
thegr€atand âbominable church, the sclipture saysHe willpour.outHis wrath. God'speople
will be delivered in Zion. What a wonderful hope we have. Thank God for His great plan to
redeern and deliver His people.

"And blessed arc they who shall seek to bring forth ny Zion at that day, for they shall
gift anrl power of the Holy Ghost..." (l Nephi l3:37).
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a battle against enemies, he was told to
totally destroy everything. But his
soldiers wanted to kcep the thousands

The

ofherds and flocks. Saul went against
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David Was Not A
Quitter/Doubter
(1 Sanuel 15-17)
Dear Fricnds,

At the beginning ofthe school
year there are always so many interesting possibilities of things to try. At
school thcre are ncw people to get to
know; there are new activities and
sports to figure out. As you spend
each day. you will gct ideas ofthings
that you think are challenging r.rr
exciting. I'Iow will you talk yourself
inro lrying new lhings. and developing
ncw skills? Maybe a music teacher
will ask you to sing in front ofan
audiencc. trr speak at a program.
Maybe a coach ot someone will want
you to stafi a game, or run alone down
a freld. Maybe there is sorneone new
that you wished you could bc friends
with. Wiat will you do when you are
afraid to try or want to quit? How will
you be stronger than your fears?
The Bible has an amazing story
about thc lifc ofa boy who left his
small country homc and was chosen
by God to be a king known around the
world. FIe was asked to try ncw
things and he constantly went to God,
whom he loved. At home, he was the
youngest ofeight sons. FIe was under
twenty years old, because he rüas not
in the army like his brothers (see I
Samuet l6:10-11). As the youngest
son, his job was to walk miles each
day taking the fâmily's sheep to find
clean water and good grass to eat. IIe
was alone in the day and in the dark.
Hc hacl to protect the sheep from
anything that could han¡ them. That

rneâns thunderstorms and any wild
animals like wolves, bears, and lions
that would try to stalk and kill the
sheep. FIe could not qùit; the slìeep
werc his family's lood and business.
So, David learned how to usc a fâst
slingshot. There were no cell phones,
cars, bicycles, or guns invented yet.
There was no olìe to call for help; he
was just one young man with hundreds
of sheep, all alonc in the deselted land

with a big scary job to do. Heusedhis
slingshot as a wcapon olprotecljon.
You can imaginc how hard it
would be to stây alert. You can also
think how wonied you would feel if
you saw a big animal sneaking near!
Who could hclp David? Only God
could help him. He had to look deeP
inside ofhimself for courage. He had
to take time to practice and practicc
using thc righl smooth rocks in his
slingshot. He needed to be able to hit
his target quickly with power, or he
would bc attacked too.
What would you do ilyou spent
so rlany hours alone? David leamed
to ptay the harp. He made up songs
about his fears and how God saved
him. I{e loved singing about the
gte¿tness of God (read thc book of
Psalms in the Bible). When a wild lion
attackcd his sheep, David did not quit
and run awayl Hc cndcd up fighting.
and killed it. The same thing happened
whcn abear attacked his sheep ( I Samuel

17:34-35). So Dâvìd the shepherd
bccamc a young tnan who did not quit

when things wcre scary. He knew
God would deliver hirn (save hirn and
give hini courage and strength to fight
danger).
The king of thc land was named
Saul, Now King Saul had made a big
mistakc against God's commands. ln

God when he f'eared the people instcad
offollowing God's directions (l Samuel
l5:24). When Saul decided to keep
back all the riches, the hugc herds of
animals, God decided to pick a new
king.
He told the prophet Sarnuel,
". ..Go to the house of Jesse. I have
providcd a new king from among his
sons" (l Samuel 16:l). Samuel went
there and the Lord told him David was
the boy to be chosen. Samuel anointed
him with oil and God blessed David
and poured His holy spirit on him, Can
you imagine how confused and amazed

David and the whole family fèlt?
(Cont¡nued on Page 1 0)
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How Great ThouArt
The thelle of the meeting at the

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania llranch on
Sunday morning, June 7, 2009, was
"How Great Thou Alt," which was
developed by Evangclist Jim Fluttenberger from the Anaheim, California
Branch and Chairman of the Domestic
Operating Committee (DOC), Visiting
today were members of the DOC and
the Penn Míd-Atlantic Region. The
DOC rnet the day befbre at the
Grccnsburg, Pennsylvania Branch and
had a spirit-fì1led day conducting
busincss. fellowshipping and rccciving
blcssings. For the purpose ofcohesiveness, spirituality and camaraderie,
thc Penn Mid-Atìântic Region asked
all branches and lnissions in thc
soul.hern pafl. of the rcgiolì to meet ât
the Monongaheìa Branch, and those in
the north to meet in Aliquippa.
After an inspiring prayer offered
by Evangelist Paul Ciotti from the

McKees Rocks, Pcnnsylvania Branch,
and a touching rendition oî His Blood
Sli// Scls Men Frcc by Brothcr
Patrick Monaghan, also from McKees
Rocks, Brother Jim Huttenbcrger
opened the meeting by discussing the
events ofthc previous day, the importance of the DOC, and how well the
committee works together. It was at

this point that Brother Jim announced
the theme of his message, by stating
that God is great because He took the
tirne lo change us. He used Philippians
2:9- I I to demonstrate how greât God
is by sending his Son and raising him to
the highest place above, and gave Him
the name that is greatel' than any other
name. In honor of the name ofJesus
Christ, every knee shall bend, and
evely tongue confess, that Jesus Christ
is Lord. Other examples of how great
the Lord is include: raising Lazarus
fìom the dead, saving Brother Jim's
leg from amputation, and saving his
son's life.

Evangelist Pete Giannetti, Jr.
fìom the Mesa, Arizona Branch and
co-vice chainnan ofthe DOC, stated
that Jesus Christ is great because He
is the Tree of Life, and that the world
today necds His sweetness (not
bitterness). Ilrother Pete then related
how his son ì)atrick was involved in a

head-on collision and came out ofit
unscathed, bccause God is great and
sent an angel to protect Brother

Patrick.
Before Brotller Panfìlo Dicenzo
from the McKees lìocks Branch sang
IIow Grcat Thou Arl, he testified that
tnany people (friends ofthe Church),
including Mrs. DeLallo (owner of
Delallo Authentic Italian Foods), rely
on t¡e Church to pray for theil loved ones.

Apostle Isaac Sr¡ith fiom the
Mesa, Arizona Branch, who wâsn't
planning to attcnd the rneeting this
morning, relayed a dream he had
where he was in the Aliquippa Branch,
saw many eldcrs on the lostrum, and
the meeting was bejng conducted by a
man he didn't recognizc. Brother
Isaao then asked, "Do you have a fìrm
foundation? Is your foundation
shaken?" He then used Psaln 1l:3 to
lct us know that God is great, becausc
ifwe arc righteous. if our foundalion is
in Jesus Christ, we have nothing to fear.
Apostle Phil Jackson from the
Kinsman, Ohio Branch recounted how
hc was in need ofJesus in his life, and
once he found Him, Jesus helped him
to build a fir'rn foundation, becausc
Christ is great and is our chiefcornerstone. Ifyour foundation is built on the
world, you have a weak loundation.
Pray that God reveals this to you.
Apostle Paul Palmieri, fiorn
Aliquippa, and President ofThc Church
of Jesus Christ, asked for those who
feel God's Spirit to corne forward and
ask for their baptisrn. He thanked
everyone for their attendance, and
declared to everyone that this lnorning's

meetingwas abitofheaven. Evangelist
PaulAaron Palmieri. also from Aliquippa,
continued with today's theme by reminding those in attendance that God is
great because Hc provides I ljs ministers with inspircd messages to focd
His people. In The Church ofJesus

a

firm fbundation. Brother Tony

thanked the membcrs of the DOC for
takjng time out oftheir busy schedule
to wôrship with us, and thanked the
Aìiquippa Branch for hosting today's
meeting.
Closing prayel was offered by
Evangelist Carl Frammolino from the
Butlcr, Pennsylvania Mission. A
dclicious lunch which offered a season
oflove and fellowship for all was
seled. On such ajoyous day it can
truly bc said of our Lord Jesus Chrìst,
How Great Thou Art!

l:\
úxperrences

On Sunday morning, March 8,
2009, I awoke and got down on my
knees to pray. I fhanked the Father
for His blessings, made a few requests
for those afllictcd and asked the Lord
for guidance and directíon. To my
surprise, I heard a voice which said,
"Praisc Mc." Altcr I heard this voicc
I had a vision. I was standing in a
room filled with angels praising God.
Their faces were very beautiful. I felt
blessed and now lccl a ncw pulpose in

my life, "To Praise God."
Srster Mary

Ann:"j:
.

On January 10.2009. I cxperienced a headache with blurred vjsion,
and after a shof time, my speech
became jumbled. My sister and
brother-in-law, Brother Pete and Sister
Janet Ostreicher, called an ambulance
and I wâs taken to the hospital. Brother
Paul Palmieri came and anointed me.
The diagnosis was a slight stroke with

impaired speech. Brother Paul told

bccause I:Ie sent l-lis son, Jesus Christ,

his wife, Sister Eleanor, he would pray
for a miracle. My speech was restored in the middle ofthe night. A
call went to Brothel Paul and Sister
Eleanor telling them ofmy healing. I
can't thank God enough for the love
and mercy He has shown me. I thank
each of you for your cards, mcssages
and prayel's.

whose atoning blood flows for everyone and allows our sins to disappear.
He also advised us to build our lives on

Siste¡ Tlieresa DeVincentis
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch

Christ, we do not use prepared speeches,
butrely on God's divine inspiration.

After corlmunion, Brother Tony
Ricci from McKees Rocks and
President of the Penn Mid-Allantic
Region, reitcrated that God is great
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Memorial Day Weekend
2009 in Golumbus, Ohio
By Brother Wayne Malloruna
Tbe brothers alìd sisters of thc
Colurnbus, Oltio Mission,led by
Brothers Alan Metzlcr and Joe
Pennell, have been involved with thc
Native Americans there for several
yeals through an organization called

Native American indian Cultural
Centcr of Ohio lNAICCO). Their
consistent effoús and befriending
several of tbe Native American peoplc
have resulted in some oppoltunities to
provide NAICCO members with some
additional exposure to The Church of
Jesus Christ, our beliefs and future
promiscs of God to lhe Nativc American people as found in the

lloly

Scriptures.

Specifically, thís Memorial Day
weekend, several brothers, sisters and
young pcoplc lrom Columbus. Lorain.

Libcrty. Oll, and Wintlsor. Ontario.
attended and parlicipated in the Native
American Powwow in Colurnbus.
supporting them in several events and
activities. The Church ofJesus Christ
was one of the "sponsors" of the
powwow which enabled us to place an
ad in the powwow brochure which
was given to all attendees. We used
the ad as an opportunity to nake the
Native American people awarc of the
Church, our beliefs, and future promises of God's work with their people,
including the Choice Seer. The
weekend effort begân Fridây with the
setup ofvarious concession stands and
prepâratíon of Saturday's events. This
time also al'forded scvcral opportunities for discussion with the Nativc
Americans attendilìg the powwow.
We also had Church literature available which was ftee of charge to all
tlìose interested.
On Sunday, the Church was
afforded the opportunity to conduct our
Sunday worship service on the grounds

of the powwow. To our knowledge, it
was an historical event, marking the
first time in our Region of the Church
that we had such an opportunity. We
were also providcd a sound system to
broadcast the seruice throughout the
grounds. Brothers Mark Naro and
Alan Metzlcr conducted the scrvice.
Brother Joe Pennell explained the
origin of Tlre Songs of Zion at\d then
the group proceeded to sing several
sclections with themes specific to the

. Brothcr
Mark preached concerning the Choice
Scer, a descendant of Joseph of Egypt,
and tlie role hc will play in God's work
and how he will be used as an inshrrrcnt ol-God among the Native Amcricrns. He also claborated on thc time
ofZion and the peaceful condition that
God will create for His people . Brother
Alan elaborated on Jacob's blessing of
his sons in the Old Testament time,
Native Americân people

Brother Alan only further confirms
that "làmiliar spirit" and reaffirms our
bclieflhat one day, when Joseph
comes to gather his people, rnany, not
just a few will recognizc the words of
life ând truth contained in The Book of

Mormon.
Shortly afìer the oonclusion ofthe
powwow, the Native American grouP
in Columbus has already initialed
contact wilh thc Church. rcqucsting

our letun for thc Labor Day Powwow. They hâve requested assistance
and have enabled us to hold another
Sunday worship seruice on tlìe Powwow grounds. Please pray that God
will nourish this small seed that has
been planted, that it would beâr that
good spiritr:al fruit.

Blessings in Greensburg

ofthe sons of

and also the blessing
Joseph ofEgypt, stating that a pofiion
ofthat blessing extends to the Native
American people today and in future

generations. The service concluded
with testimony and prayer.
On the closing day ofthe Powwow, while one of lhe Nalive American \üomen was praying, onc of the
brothers was given a vision ofa white
light around her during the time of
prayer. The blessings of JosePh
remain! Afterwards, some of the
Native Americans commented to
Brother Alan thal they were Iislclìing
to the seryice over the PA sYstem and
that they enjoyed very much what was
said and hoped we would return to the
next powwow and hold another
service. lsaiah spoke well when he
prophesied ofthe words ofThe Book
of Mormon and the effect that those
words will have on the Seed ofJoseph
when they hear them and receivc them
with an open heart and tnind:
"And thou shalt he brought
tlown, and shall speak oLIt of lhe
growtd, and thy speech shall be low
out of the dust, and thy voice shall
bc, as of onc that ltath a familiar
spirit, out of the ground, antl tlry
speech shall whisper out of the
dust" (Isatah 29:4).
Thosc that acknowlctlgcd their
enioyment ofthe \À/ords they heard to

Since our young brothers',
Marcus Natoli and Caleb Picciuto,
YIA visit last summer in Greensburg
our branch has become energized and
continues God's work, even though
with all the homes visited, about a 1000
in total, only one family visited the
branch tom that missionary effort.
But the branch has been blessed,
especially our branch young people.
YIA has energized our youth, and
since last sumner, we've had three
baptisms, and others of the membership's young have been attendiug on a
more regular basis. Our WednesdaY
evening MBA meetings have been

wcll attended.
'We

have also been blessed with
Sister Wilma (Can)
reinstatement,
one

Ostelwise, who has been away lrom
the Church f'or many, many years.
Her testimony was, she desired the
things ofGod again in her life and
stated missing the Spirit of God and
FIis interaction. Even though God did
watch over her tlìrough the years, not
paúaking of communion and the
absellccs of the brothcrs and sistcrs in
her life left an emptiness ín her soul.
Recently, since her reinstatement, God
has not only blcssed hcr, but our entire
congregation.
The enthusiasm of our new
members has blessed all, and God
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continues to reveal Himself unto us.
God holds out His hand, all lhar is
required ofus is to reach out and grab
hold,

On June 28, 2009 God truly
revealcd I{imself unto us at Greensbury in preaching, testimony and
anointings. Our mceting was opened
by Brother Jason Monaghan preaching
on the l2'r' chapter of Acts where
Pcter was imprisoned by King Herod
after the King killed James and that
act seemed to please the Jews. Brother
Jason related how amazing God is.
During Petcr's imprisonment, prayer
was made without ceasing by the
members of the Church unto God.
Peter was in prison for an extended
period oftime. He was guarded very
closcly. e'vcn Ió guards at one timc
with guards chained to lìim as he slept
and a keeper at the gatc. The hour of
his execution was at hand and that
next day he was scheduled to be
blought to the people for his most
likely execution. That night, an angel
of thc Lord oame upon Peter and a
light shined in the prison. Hc smote
Peter on the side while he was asleep,
and raised him up saying, "Arise up
quickly," and his chains fell fi'om his
hands. Peter then dressed himselfput
on his sandals and the angel escorted
Peter from the prison, out ofthe city
and from the hands of King Herod.
Prlcr evcn felt that he saw a vision,
but when he carne to hirnself He said,
"for a surety...the Lold hath sent his
angel and delivered me." Godis
arnazing. and the praycrs of lhc sainrs
were heard as well. Peter then \Ã/ent
to the house of Mâry, where many
were gathered together praying and
Peter revealed himself to them, thc
deliverance ofGod. Praise God! Our
brother spoke of how God has been
amazing to many in our cor'ìgregation
through the years. Many times we
hcar of cxpcriences where lhosc in
need are delivered af. the same time a
fasting and prayer meeting is being
held, and Iikewise was the delivelance

of

Peter.

Brothe¡ Chris Gehly followed,
stating how God sees our future,
protccts us lrom many dangers and
dclivers us in FIis time. He sharcd
with us how God evcn delivercd him

when he was a young boy in school.
There was a tenible shooting at his
school and God showed our brother
that indced He had given hirn l-lis
divine pÌotection! God is truly amazingl
The Spirit ofGod continued into
oul'testimony lneeting as many stood
up to relate God's blessings and
deliverance in their lives. Even tlie
young added their voices, stating a
jealousy towards the brothers and
si5lers lor the wondcrl-ul cxperierrces
they had and hoped one day, they too
would havc an experience ofdeliverance in their lives fiom God. We
know sorr,e day, they will.
After testimony, there were thosc
who carne fclrward to be anointed and
as cach one was anointed, our sister
Wilma heard llre Lord speak. saying:

previous VBS programs, many new
srailing faces were also soen tlrroughout the woek. The Church is recognized by local residents as a place of
Iove and heaúfelt care for everyone
because of its various outreach events
to which they are invited and lovingly
accepted. Many ofthe kids in attendance werc children from witliin the
church neighbclrhood.

The VBS theme was "Crocodile
Dock-'Where Fea¡less Kids Shinc in

Light." The Church was
elaborately decorated in a bayou
marshland atrnospherc complete with a
room that had walls that wcre painted
with trees, with added fish nettings,
string Iighting, lanterns and marshy
vegetative plants hanging from the
ceiling for a swampJike selting. The
room also had a realistio looking
"I am here amotgst you," and as
"shack" of cardboard that said "Do
each one was anointed she heard it
Not Enter" and "l)anger," because
again, even loudcr and louder as each
that is where "Jacques the Croc"
prayer wâs saicl. Praise God for His
could be. The main church had a huge
deliverance from timc to time and
cloth backdrop with a colorfully
evidence thât He is with us all the
paintcd marshland and an au[]ìentic
time. We truly were blessed that
looking pier was added, which exSunday aud reminded ofGod's pleatendcd from thc backdrop for a more
surc as we tnect togelher to prajse
live-looking setting. Shiny greenFIim. He never comes a day too late
reflecting paper like swamp malsh and
and carries us when \¡/e arc in need.
ncrs also extcnded liorn rhe picr.
Don't ever forget the power of praycr. Therc was cven a huge boat (of
Someday you rlay be the one delivcardboard) thât completed the backered by the prayers of the saints. The
drop.
(ìreensburg Branch wishes you God's
Each day had a diffcrent theme
blessings in the love of Christ. God is
as follows: Day One-"God is with
trulyamazing!
Us," Day Two-"God is Powerful,"
Day Three-"God Does What He
Says FIe'll Do," Day Four-"God
Gives Us Life," and Day Fivc--"God
Vacation
in Cares for Us." The children werc
California
divided into age groups from three
years of age to young teens, and the
By Brother Anthony Cardinale
"crews" were narned "F'ireflies,"
"'lurtles," "Possums," and "Crocs."
The Bcll Branch had its fourth
To emphasize the daily themes, crafts
annual Vacafion Bible School (VBS)
and foods were prepared by the
this summer, Monday, August 3
children and their crew leaders, which
through Friday, August 7. This2009
'rvere related to the daily themes to
VBS was a great success with 65
reinforce them. Every day a crew of
children passing through the doors of
the day was awarded with prizes, as
The Church ofJesus Christ. In retum
well as an individual child was choscn
for their attendance, we observed the
and awartled based on goorì behavior.
Lord passing through the doors oftlieil. F-un games were also palt of the daily
precious hearts as they participated in
schedulc. The most anticipated and
different activlties. While many of the
children in attcndance had come to
(Continued on Page 10)

Bible School

Bell,

God's

VBS in Bell, California
Continued from Page

I

enjoyed day every year is the camival,
when games, prizes, food (nachos,
hotdogs, watermelon, popcorn, cottot
candy, Popsicles, etc.) galore arc free
for all to enjoy, including the children's
parents.

On the last day, the children's
family and friends were invited to a
dinner and presentation, After thc
gracious dinner, the program startcd
with Sister Laura ElzbY, the VBS
Director, thanking the children for their
participatiolì and for their parents who
broughl and allowcd lhcm lo pallicipate in this ycar"s VBS Program.
A ltcrwards, lhc children sang inspiring
songs with hand gestures, which they
had worked on throughout the week
Thc songs were I lVll1 Nol Be Afraid,
I Get Down and He lifts Me UP,
This Little Ligllt of Minc, You Ate

My Kìng,

and Amazing

Love. Therc

is always something very endearing
about seeing children singing unto the
Lordwith full sincerity, using hand
gcstulcs, body lnovcmenls, and swcet

iäcial exprcssions. Upon conclusion
Sister l,aura, along with the crew
leaclers, gave out certificates of completion to cvery chiid who was involved in the VBS Program, whilc
their family and evetyone watched and

Of Such ls the Kingdom

of

Heaven

586-741-8487

tsy Sister Bemi Kìttg
On August 9, 2009, as on anY
Sunday in thc Simi Valley. Calilornia
Branch, I look my thrce lillle Pìcschoolers into Junior Church: Caden
Azzinaro, Audrey Azzinaro and
Surmner Schweitzer. They always get
pretty animated when we get inside.
Talk talk talk. Today our lesson was
about not worrying and asking God to
help us with our worries, oul fears
Caden spoke right up ând said that he
is scared ofbeing in front ofpeople
and talking. We discussed that he
shoultl ask Cod to hclp him with his
fear. Summer piped uP and said she
wâs going to ask God to helP Caden
right now!l So she bowed her head
and asked God to helP Caden not be
afraid to bo in front ofpeople, sealed
with an "Amen." Then AudreY said
she wanted to pray. She bowed her
head and prayed, affirmed by "Amen."
Caden then said he wanted to PraY,
too. So he praYed, I am blesscd that
these precious little childrcn had so
much faith that they prayed for Caden
right away and fully believed that Cod
woulcl help hlm. I am lhankful for the
many blessings God gives me each
duy.

applauded.

The small "crew" of Bell Branch
members, from the very Young to the
oldest members, worked as a family to
rnake the Lord's VBS a success. It
was like watching a symPhonY of
instruments working in harmonY to

create a beautiful melody. The Lord
was undoubtcdly plcased with this
melody created by the children, their
families and the Branch members who

participatcd in this Year's VBS. As
the VBS Program plants the seeds of
the Gospel in these children's tender
heaús, evidence ofthe Lord's Spirit
and irnpact of vlls came to light when
seven local children who had attendcd
VBS returned for a rccent SundaY
service at the Bell Branch. TheY
came of their own accoLd, unaccoûìpanicd by their parents. Surely, these
fearless kids shone in God's light!

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Carlini, Salina
36420 Rayburn
Livonia, MI 48154-1846
134-469-4320
Cogar, Verna
135 Penny St,
Clayton,NC 27520
919-763-0161

Dyer, Rodney and JudY
735 Louns Borough St.
Windsor, Ontarìo, Can N9G
Giannetti, Joe and Tina
135 Morning Mist WaY

Fayettcville,

GA

30215

Henderson, Erryn
21145 Martineau Dr.
Macomb, MI 48044'4467

lGl

KIaleel, Karen
16284 SW l6rh st.
Pembroke Pines,
954-431-6715

FL

33027

Kunkcl, Micah and Ashley
2941 Bay Shore Drive
Tallahassee,

FL

32309

Staley, Thomas and Gelsa
13422 Meadow Golf Ave.

Hudson,FL 34669
727-31841s9

The Children's Comer
Cont¡nued from Page 6

Meanwhile, a bad sPirit came and
troubled King Saul after thc spirit of
God left him. Nothing could calm King
Saul down like beautiful music. His
seruants asked around and found out
that a shepherd boY named David
played the harp. David was ordered to
go to ihe palace of King Saul to PlaY
refreshing, calming music for the king
so the evil spirit would leave him Can
you imagine how strange David lclt
going therc and how fancY everyone
clse would look compared to a boY
who watched sheep? Even the food
and lunchtime manners would be
sornething new to leam. But David
loved the king and served him well.
He was lcarning his new life
when war came to thc kingdom. King

Saul and his soldiers went to the
Valley of Eìah to meet thc attacking
armies ofthe Philistine nations. David
went homc to help his father and take
care of the sheeP. Time Passed and
l)avid's father wanted to know how
his three oldest sons were doing as
soldiers. He packed up food and sent
David to go to the battle site and find
out how his brothels were.
When David got there, his older
brother, Eliab was angry. Hc told

David, "Why don't you go holne and
God against thcir enernies.
take care of our sheep? I know you
With a rnighty shout, the armies
just came to see the battle." I-Ie
oflsrael chased down the Philistines
wanted David t0 quit. Just then, the
who turned and ran. A great battle
huge giant wan ior, Goliath came
occurred and Israel won ovcr their
walking to the fiont lincs. He cursed
attackers. Afterwards, King Saul's
King Saul and all ofGod's people.
son, Prince Jonathan, bccame a best
Goliath demanded they send someone
friend to David, and soon David was
out to fight him and said that ifhe lost,
made a captain over a thousand
the Philistincs would serve them. If he
soldiers. Think what David had to
won, then they would be their slaves.
leam then âbout soldiels, fighting and
l)avid asked, "Who is this man to
war plans. Think how hard he had to
defz [go against] thc arury of the living work to leam his new way of life.
God?" He told King Saul, "The Lor.d
But, he did it. Afler many years and
that delivered [saved] me out ofthe
many, many battles, King Saul was
pâw ofthe lion and bear will deliver
killed in war and David, thc shepherd
nic 1ìom the hand of this Philistine
boy who loved God was made king of
enemy too! I will go and fight him!"
Israel.
No one else had the courage and faith
As you get older you will think
to go. King Saul was also afiaid to go
about other things you would like to do.
and battle Goliath. The king t.ieti to
Everyone David kncw was trying to
get David to put on his heavy metal
discourage hirn, What did David do
armour, and carry his sword, and put a
whcn he was laced with ncw lhings in
heavy helmet on lìis head. But David
life? He prayed. I{e loved God and
refused, he said he did not know how
sang beautiful songs about God. When
to use these weapons. He had faith
he was scared, he played and acted.
that God would protect him.
I{e was not a quitter. When people
When Goliath saw a youth cùnling tried to tell hirn how hc would fail, he
to fight him insteâd ofa warior, he
told them everything that God had
was furious. He yelled, "What aln I?
done for him. He reminded himself
Do you think I am a dog you can
and them that we serve the one,
chase away with slicks?" Ile looked at almighffGo<I.
David, swore at hirn and said, "Comc
That mcâns when you are asked
to me and I'll kill you and let the wild
lo lry somclhing ncw or challenging
animals and bi¡ds eat your dead body!" that you think niight be good for you,
David replied, "You comc at me
pray. Remind yourselfwhat God has
with a sword, a spear and a shield. I
done for you. Praise God. Send your
come to you in the name of tlle Lord
love and gratcfulness towards God and
ofhosts, tlie God of the anny oflsrael
thank him. Then say, "Yes. I will try
who you have defied [stood up
this." David had more than one battle,
againstl. This day the Lo¡d will deliver
we will too. But we âre not quitters.
you unto my hand and I will kill you
We also serve the one true God and
and take your head from you and the
He loves us each. Trust Hirn and
wild animals will eatyourbody! All
don'tquittrying.
the people of the eârth will know that
tliere is a God!" (l Samuel l7:45-46).
Withlove,
When he saw the angry Gollath
Sister Jan
standing up and coming towards him,
David did not quit or nrn away. David
ran toward his enemy, placing a stone
from in his slingshot and whilling it
a¡ound and around his hcad. Hc lct it
fly and it struck the giant in the one
Rrother John Fleming ofthe
unprotected place on his body, his
Vanderbilt, Pennsylvania Branch
forehead. Goliath fell down dead.
wishes to thank each one for their
David ran to the body and used Goliath,s prayers, phone calls and cards durìng
own sword to cut off his head. lle
his convalcscence fiom a broken
held it up. All could see the power of
ankle.

Note of Thanks

Spiritual Anniversary
Siste¡ Alice Molisani of Detroit,
Michigan Branch #l celebrated 50
years in The Church of Jesus Christ.

*

WEDDINGS *

B¡other Jameson Tyler Staley and
Sister Chelsea Lynn Giannetti were
unitcd in holy matrimony on Janualy
3, 2009 in Gilbert, Arizota.
Brothcr John Patrick Houlihan
and Sister Diana Stigleman were
united in holy matrimony on June 20,
2009 at Dctroit, Michigan Branch #1.
Brnther Elik Rooney and Kelly
Taylor wcre unitcd in holy matrilnony
on August 8, 2009 at the Spaftanburg
South Carclina Brancli.
Brother Micah Nathaniel Kunkel
and Ashley Smith were united in holy
matrimony on August 15, 2009 at the

Atlanta, Georgia Branch.

Brothel Thomas H. Staley Jr. and
Sister Gelsa M. Zinzi were united in
holy matrimony on August22,2009 at
the Forest FIills, Florida Branch.

Children Blessed
Jeremiah Rossi, son of Sister

Leslie Rossi and lJrother Teco

Lilllejohn, was blcssed on February 22,
2009 at the Spartanburg, South Caro-

lina Branch.
Ashton Jay Keith son of Jason
Matthew Keith and Tiffany Impastato
Keith, was blessed on June 14,2009 aL
the Defroit, Michigan Branch #1.
Sophia Elizabeth Renk, daughter

ofBtother. Garek and Sister Rayclrel
Renk, was blessed on July 12, t00g ,àf
the Monongahela, Pennsylvania

Blanch.
(Continued on page

i2)
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Baptisrs

Children Blessed
Contìnued from Page 1l

Josue Luis Soto, daughter

of

Blother Luis Miguel and Sister
Verenis Soto, was bles-sed on July 12,
2009 at thc Bell, Califomia Branch.

Sister Gabriella CihomskY was
baptized on August 9, 2009, at the San
Diego, Califomia Branch. She was
baptized and confirmed bY Brother
Walter Cihomsky.

Daken Charles Zaluski, son of
Jenny and Chuck Zaluski, was blessed
on July 19, 2009 at the ImPerial,
Pennsylvania Branch.

Brother Brandon CoPPa was
baptized on August 9. 2009. at lhe San
Dicgo, California Branch. He was
baptized by Brother Mark CoPPa and
confirmed by Brother Tom M. Libedo.

Sarah Janette Soto, daughter of
Sonia and Joe Soto Jr., was blessed on
August 2, 2009 at the Simi Valley,
California Branch.

Brother Austin Ciccati of
Minnesota was baptized on August 9,
2009, at the San Diego, Califomia

Ccceilia Joelle MurPhY, daughter
of Sister Shawua Murphy, was blessed
on August 23, 2009 at the Forest Hills,
Flo¡ida Branch.

Sistcr Holly Hemmings was
baptized on August 9, 2009, at the San
Diego, Califomia Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Lou Ciccati and
confirmed by Brother Randy Ciccati.

Ordinations
Brother Jim Srnith was ordained

a

deacon on August 16, 2009 ât the Las
Vegas, Nevada Mission. llis feet
were washed by Brother Stacey Light
and he was ordained bY Brother Bob

McDonnell.

Brother Duane WerleY was
ordained a deacon on August 16, 2009
in the t,iberty, Ohio Branch. His feet
were washed by Brother Al MeYher
and he was ordained bY Brother Carl
Frammolino.

Address Change

Branch. He is a member of the Iline,
California Branch. He was baptized
by Brother Randy Ciccati and confrrmed by Brother Lou Ciccati

Sister WhitneY Treich was
baptized on August 9, 2009 at the

Metuchen, New JerseY Branch. She
was baptized by Elrother Ken
Lombardo and confirmed bY Brother
David Catalano.
Brother Joshua BenYola was
9. 2009 at thc
baplized on
Florida Branch. lle was
Forest Hills,^ugust
baptized by Brothcr John D'Orazjo
and confirmed by Brother George
Benyola.
Sister Sara Ann Moris was
baptized on August 9, 2009 at the
Forest Hi1ls, Florida Branch. She was
baptized by Brotlier Kevin Murphy and
confi rmed by Brother Phillip Benyola.

Narne

Correction to BaPtism

Address

Phone-=

-'_---= '-

ßrauch or Mission

Brother Jacob BradleY Mellor
on May 17,2009 at lhe
baptized
was
Greensburg, PennsylvaniaBranch He
was baptized by Brother Christopher
Gehly and confirmed bY Brother
TimothyGehly.

OBITUARIES
We wish to expÍess ouï sYmPa'
thy to those who moun the loss of
loved ones. May God bless and
contfort you.
JAMES L. MALETTA (BEE BEE)
Brother James L. Maletta (Bee
Bee) ofthe Clâirton, Pennsylvania
Branch passed on to his reward on
June 14,2009. He was Preceded in
death by his wife, Siste¡ Norma
Maletta. He is survived by his children, Sisters Tirann Udosen, Miriam
Maletta, and Dorcas Rumble; brothers
James, Michael and Andrew Maletta
and Mark and Norman Maletta; âlong
with seven grandchildren and manY
nieces and nephews.
ROSE LOMBARDO
Sister Rose Lombardo ofthe San
Diego, Califomia Branch passed on to
her reward on July 26,2009. She was
preceded in death by her son, Brother
Ken Surdock. She is survived bY her
daughter-in-law, SisterDiane Surdock;
brother, Brothcr Jim Alessio and Sister
Betty Alessio (sister-in-law); a sister,
Vera McVey; three grandchildren and
their spouses; ten great-grandchildrcn,
along with many nieces and nephews.
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Thanksgiving Means Giving Thanks to God
By

Brother

At this time of the year, our
thoughts turrr to Thanksgiving, the

t¡aditional American holiday which
commemorates a time when early
American settlers gave thanks to
God for His blessings. Flowever, as
followers ofChrist, we should be
actively giving thanks to God all year
round. If we find that we are not
giving thanks to God as much as we
should, perhaps we need to develop a
littlc more ofan "att¡rude ofgrati-

tude."

lerty

Valenti

tion Jesus showcd for the widow
oasting her last two mites into thc
treasury (Mark 1 2 :41 -44,Luke 2l :l -4).
Conversely, less gratitude is felt for
an act that costs the giver relatively
little ornothing.

3. To what extent was the act
intended tojust help you (as compared to possible gains that might also
bc rcalized by the givcr¡? lfthe givr:r
is also benefiting from the act, you
will fccl lcss gratitudc than if it is
being done purely to help you.

How Much Gratitude?
What do
The more gratitudc yoù feel for
somcthing somebody does for you,
the more you will want to give
thanks. The following three scales
can be used to measure the gratitude
you are likely to feel for any single
acf:

l. I-Iow n.luch value was
provided to you by this act? Obviously, the higher the value to you, the
more g¡atitude you will fcel.
2. What was lhc cost of this
act to the giver? The higher the cost
to the giver, the more gratitude you

will lccl. Note how much apprccia-

1ry9

fþank God for?

Although we can each list many
things for which we are thankful, the

gift ofsalvation stands alone

How do we give rhanks to God?
Here are a few ways to give
thânks to God for the gift ofsalvation
and everything else He has done for
us:

Testimony - If wc truly have
gratitude for what God has donc for
us, this should come spillilg out when
we have the opportunity to relate a
testimony. Instead of thinking we
havc nothing to say. starl by praising
the Lord for suffcring and dying on the
cross for us to purchase our s¿lvation
and just go fror¡ there. A member
who feels no gratitude loward God will

typically either have nothing to say
during testimclny or will say things that
have nothing to do with giving thanks
to God. Hopefully, this doesn't
describe you - be quick to give public
tlìanks to God at every opportunity.

as the

Prayer If you were a parent

primary thing we should give thanks
for and then everything else can be
grouped together as secondary to
thar. Nolc how lhe gift of5alvalioD
scores the highest on the scales
above.

"Tltanks be unto God for hìs
giII" (2 Corinthians

.

and the only three times that your child
talked lo you werc to ask you lor
sornething. lo ask you for somerhing
and to ask you for something, all
without ever saying thank you, how
would you feel? In the modcl prayer

unspeakable

(the Lord's Prayer), Jesus begins by

9:15).

praising the name ofGod. Our

"But seek ye flßt the kingdom
of God, and his rìghteousness; and
all these tltings shall be acided unto

you" (Matthew 6:33).

praycrs should also begin in praise to
the Lord before getting into all the
(Continued on Page 2)
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things we want to ask Him for.
T here are ocoasions in the scriptures
(see Nchemiah 9, others) where the
people gathered iu fasting and prayer
specifically to thank God and worship
be applopriate for us
to spend time in lasting and pr¿ìyer for
this purpose as well, notjust on the

Him. It would

occasions that we want something
from God.

Worship - Our time in churoh is
timc set aside to worship the Lord for
who He is and what He has done for
us. In order to properly give thanks to
God during this time, ourminds must
bc focused on H im while wc arc in
church, Seek the Lord's message for
you in every sermon. Sing thehymns
in an attitude ofpraising the Lord.
Offer your own silent prayer when
someone is anointcd. Try to keep
distractions at bay. Especially
beware of the enemy's latest tool that
allows people from outside the ohurch
to reach in and distract you during a
church service (commonly known as
"text messaging"). If we can nrajnlain our locus and make a conncction
with the Lord when we are in church,
other factors (such as how many

Wanted:YourTestimony
By Sister Michelle Watson
It was the Sunday before
Thanksgiving, and I couldn't wait f'or
Sister Lucy Hemp to stand up in
church and give her testintony. f
already knew what she would say.
Shc told the same story every'lhanksgiving. I ncvcrtiretl olhcaring it.
Sister Lucy was just a child
when an angel brought her familY
food so they could enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner when tlìey were too
poor to afford a holiday lneal. I loved
hearing her describe the man the
angel who came to the house. He
was wearing a crisp, clean suit, and
he had slicked back hair. The new

people are in the meeting and how
long thc meeting lasts) become much
less irnportant as we can just enjoy
tlìc opportunily lo worslrip our Savìor
and thank Him for what He has done

fol

us.

Working for the Lord

-

Anothcr way of expressing gratitude
to sornconc whr.l has done something

for you is to want to do something f'or
thern. This is the putposc of working
f<rr the L,ord. We can't evcr repay
Him for what He has done but we
can slìow oul gratitude by doing
things for I'Iim. Attending church
does not constitute working for the

Lord. We don't attend church for'
God; we attend for ourselves. Working for the Lord can be any ofthe
fullowing:
. Doing jobs for thc church (as
opposed tojust holding titles or

.
.

offices)
Spending time outside ofchurch
doing church business (missionary
work, local activities, etc.)
Helping people ("when ye are in the
sewice ofyour fellow beings, Ye
are only in the seruice ofyour God"King Benjarnin, M osiah2:17 )

Sharing Christ with Others
When wc have an "attitude

of

shoes he wore shined like mirrors!

The Thanksgiving season just wasn't
comple te without hearing Sister Lucy
praise thc Lord for this miracle.
In 2009, Sister LucY HemP
passcd away. With Thanksgiving
approaching, I wonder ifsorneone
else will stand up during testimony
and tell her story. How much will we
remember correctly, and how rnuch
detail will be lost in our secondhand
account?
Do you havc a Sistcr LucY in
your branch or mission? DoYouhave
expericnces that need to be writtcn
down so that they are not forgotten?
Sadly, most leslimonics exisl only in
tlre memories of thosc who cxPerienced them. Wren they are no
Ionger with us, who will keeP these
tcstimonies alive? We lleed to

gratitude," we should bc able to
express our thanks for what God has
done for us (our personal testimony)

with people we know. If we truly
know the Lord, we should be capable
of introducing Him to someone else
and sharing the basics of the gospel
message, In a way, this is a combination ol-testimony (as our expressions
ofgratitude come spilling out) and
working for the Lord (as we help build
Hiskingdom).
In considering the concept ofan
"attitudc of gratitude," recognize that
different people have diffcrcnt
"thresholds" ofgratitude. Just as a
whisper has to reach a certain decibel
level before we hear it, goodness has
to reach a certain level before we
become grateful. And just as somc of
us are hard of hearing, some of us arc
"hard ofthanking," requiring a gift of
epic proportions to tnake us grateful.
Hopefully, you don't fi nd yourself in
the latter category but ifyou want to
increase your level ofgratitude, think
of everything God has done for you
(countyour blessings), beginningwith
the gift ofsalvation, and then give
thanks to God for all things.
"ht evety thing give thanks:
for this is the will of God ìn Christ
lesus concemìng yctu" (l Thessalonians 5:18).

capture thesc stories before it is too
Iate, and - what is more - we need to

shalc them.
The General Church Historical
Committee has begun an exciting new
project, and you are invited to get

involved. We will be publishing a
book of testimonies and experiences.
These won't just be bare-bones
summaries. We hope to capture your
irnagination with stories rich in detail
and deep in rleaning. Preservation
will go hand in hand with resurection
- we will not only accurately record

the stories, our gôal is to makc them
come alive.
Most peoplc can agree that we
do not lack for entertaining things to
read. With thrilling novels, humorous
(Continued on Page 4)

Novcmber, 2009

Á message

from fhe"

tevenf
Our First Church Building Dedicated
in Rukira, Rwanda
By Evangelist
Sunday, June 14,2009 a
beautiful Lord's day was sunny and
crisp, as we haveled the roadway up
to the mountains and the village

of

Joseph Petri
were waiting for our arrival so they
could mcct with us in lheir ner¡
church building.
This would be our'first visit to

the drunl.

To introduce our service,
Apostlc James Cludup's opening

Evangelist Joseph Perri offered
the dcdication prayer for God's

the village ofRukira since the new
building was constructed. As we

passed filled with antícipation

visitors walking toward their new
church building with a happy look on
their faces. They waved as we
pâssed thcm on thc way. To view the
handy work of the construction crew
which was directed by Brother
Alexander Rudatsikila, the Rwanda
Church President, and Brother

be able to occupy our newly constructed building: it was completed
and ready to be dedicated.

As we drove along the highway
for 2 l/2 hours, our thoughts were
lumed to the Lord asking IIim to bless
our meeting, ântjcipating the day's
activities and thc numbcr ofChurch
members and visitors who would be in
attendance. The words written in the
66th Chapter ofthe Book oflsaiah
came to my mind, "Iåus saith the
LORD, The heaven is nty throne,
and tlte eafth is ny footstool:
where is the house tltat ye build
unto me and whete is the place of
my rest?" We were on our way to
attend the dedication ofa church
buildingprovided by donations and
where the members of the Church
and visitors from this village would be
able to \Ã/alk a shofi distance and
worship God.
lìeaching the summit of the
mountain, young children could hear
the sound ofthe automobile and came
running to sce missionaries from the
United States entering their village.
They smiled and waved while sorne

1

emphasizing there was the need to
watch and pray at home and at
church, lest they be tempted by the
dcvil and led away captive.
Brother Chatman Young, who
has spent some time in Rwanda,
followed, expressing his thoughts on
the scripture which was read and tbe
dedication ofthe church building.
Evangelist Robert McDonnell,
the Acting Chairman of the Rwanda
mission field, gave his feelings on the
establishing ofThe Church ofJesus
Christ in the Rukira village and the
progress which has been rnade to
date. He also gave his irnpression on
thc constr'ìrction ofthe building and its
appearance. IJe introduced the
missionarics who werc present. giving
lheir rcspcctivc ofliccs and responsibilities in the Church.
The Rukira Branch Choir sang
the dedication song in their native
language and the words translated for
us were that God would bless and
accept their church building bcing
dedicated today as He did the temple
Solomon built in his day. Thc choir
members arranged thc words ancl
music of the song in their own native
Kinyarwanda language whioh is the
national language of Rwanda.

Rukira in Rwanda. It was a special
day for the membership of The
Church ofJesus Christ in this village
and for us because many months had
looking for that day when we would

with the ir comrnitment to the Lord.
Brother Jim mentioned the newly
constructed church building was
made possible by donations from
America and they should be a
thankful people always honoring God
We have come to know the Lold as
our Shepherd through our baptism.
Brother Jim encouraged the congregation to be in communication with
God, praying for their children
because they are the fuhrre church,
the need to prây for their daily bread
and daily temporal needs becausc thc
Lord promised He would bless those
who serve Him and lead them
through green pastures. Though we
may face many trials in life and
perhaps face death, we should fcar
no evil for the Lord said He would be
with us. Brother Crudup ended his
somon by reading 3 Nephi I 8: 5.

approached the site where the building
stood, we would see members and

Theodore, the conhactÒr, was a

bcauliful sight. lt is a plain blick
buildingwìth a metal rôof, nothing
fancy, but the mcn who labored to
construct this church building rnust bc
comrnended for their design and
workmanship. As we entered into the
building, the spirit and peace ofChrist
could be felt in greeting the members,
visitors and the many childlen who
had assembled in honor to our God.
The building was completely

hlled with standing room only as we
plepared for worshìp services to
begin. Choir groups ranging from
children up to the adults sang several
songs forus, harmonizing with the
accompanimenl of a Iow sound lrom

comments to those in attendance
were to be hurnble and to bc serious

(Continued on.Page 4)
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blessing to be present as the saints
would assemble togcthcr and on
whoever would enter the building so
they would feel the presence of God.
After the dedication prayer,
Brothers Damascene lwizeyimana
and Brother Joe each gave híghlights
ofhow the work ofestablishing the
Church in the Rukira Village was
started and what brought about the

construclion ofthis church building.
As a token of our love lor the rÌrcmbership and to add to the dedication of
this new church building, a wall clock
was presented on behalf of the General Chulch.
Brother Damasccne Twizcyimana
is the Presiding Eldel of this blanch

which is approximately 15 r.niles from
the village ofKabongo where hc lives
and a2t/z hour drive liom the capital
city of Kigali, where the Headquarlers
ol the Church in Rwanda, A lrica is
locatcd. Hc, his wil'c S jster Jeaninc, a
deaconess, and their children had been
attending worship seruices in thc
village ofRukira several years before
the Restored Gospel message was
preached and The Church of Jcsus
Christ was introduced and established
in the village.

Many times Brother Damascene
tlavels alone by walking the 30 miles
round trip to attcnd church scrviccs in
Rukira on a Suntlay. because lhcrc is
little or nÕ trânsportation to take the
entire family to the village. Brother
Damascene is in need of lransportåtion, either a used automobile or
motorcycle.
Time was rescrvcd for the
members to give their testirnonies of
the blessings ofGod they have reccived since the day they met the
Church and were baptized. Several
brothcrs and sisters testified of lheir'
love for the Lord and His Church and
how their lives have changcd from
what they were becausc ofths Gospel
and the cqmfofable words of Christ.
They also expressed their appreciation
for their newly constructed church
building.

Conducling worshi¡ sclviccs in
this new church building is quite an

improvement from the previous
rneeting place made of mud walls and
a rnctal roof which was deteriorated
and rcady to collapse. As a token of

Truc Storics
c/o Brother Gary Coppa
13126 Beresford
Sterling Heights, MI483 13

lovc to us

as missionaries, thc branch
rnembership of Rukira presented a

small gift to each ofus as a token of
their appreciation for bringing the
Restored Gospel to their village and lor
corìstructing lhe church building.
After our dedication services,
light refreshmcnts were served. The
saints of Rukira request our prayers so
God will help them to remain faithful to
lhe covcnânt made the day oftheir
baptism and to ovcrcome some of thc
tlials and afflictions they experience
daily.

Wanted: YourTestimony
Continued from Page 2

blogs and breaking news imrnediately
available via the Intemet, there is stiff
competition for our attention. We
hope that this will be the kind ofbook
you will pick up when you necd
encouragement, when you need to
relax, when you read together as a
family, or when you want to start your
day offright
So how can you help? Send your
stories! They do not need to be wrítten
in sterling, deathless prose. They do
not need to be edited and polished, If
you give us the basics, we will help
spin the yarn. We arc just looking for
stories thât will uplift our spirits and
challenge us to grorv closer to the
Lord. Of course, we can't publish al,l
the stories we receive, but we will frle
any unused material for future publications. And we must impose a deadline
for submissions: March 3 l, 2010.
What kind of stories are we
looking for'i Testimonies o lhealing,
cornf<lrt and preservation. Dreatns,
visions. Inspired gatherings or ser-

mons. Accounts from the mission
field. Experiences where God providcd for your needs or inspired you
with a song. And, ofcourse, conversion storics. lhe possibilities are
endless. Please send all materials to
trugsþrigs@lvovway.com, or mail
them to:

Need inspiration? Read "The
Illack Skirt" below. This is an example
of the approach we are taking with this
publication. We can't wait to share
the bcautiful accounfs ofhow God has
blessed you.

The Black Skirt
By

Sister Michelle Watsott

The culprit was a black skirt.
Who would've thought that a simple
black skirt could translorm me from a
perfectly rational human bcing into a
cynical grump in me¡e seconds?
The answer: I am a woman, and
the skirt didn't quite flt.
The skirt is one ofmy old faithfuls.
It's very simple with flattering seams
and a dainty ruf'fle at the bottom. lt is
one of those versatile garments that
has a closet shclflife ofapproximately
10 years and is completely beloved

dcspitc having dry clean only imprinted on the tag.
The impressive longevity ofsuch
a garment is contingent upon one

variable, howcvcr. Thât tlie owner
doesn't gain weight. And I, apparently, had.
The last timc I wore the skirt, I
remembered having at least an inch of
givc arountl the waistljne. This limc.
there wasn't anything that resembled
give. My precious black skirt had,
without waming, tumed traitor.
Horrified. I finished dressing in
silence and tried to refocus my mind
because it was Sunday morning, and I
was headed to church. It would be
silly to get bent out of shape over
something so insi gnificant.
Ily the time my husband and

I

wcrc driving to church, I thought I was
over it, Sensing I was upset, he tumed
to me ând asked, "What's wrong?"
I confessed evelything. I knew
my husband could never fully understand the ornotional trauma of my
(Cont¡nued on Page 10)
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Editorial Víewpoint
Being thankful is something that has many different meanings for people throughout the
world. Here in the United States, for the most paf, we are thankful when we arc working,
our family is healthy, our cars are in good condition, and we have money in the bank for the
future, as well as money to tâke vacâtions whcn we want. ln some pafs of the world, people
are thankf,Ìl that when they wake up in the mouring, they are still alive, For others, they are
thankful when they are able to find enough food for their farnily for that day. It is estimated
that 1/6 of the world does not know where their next meal is coming from. For them,
thankfulness iswhentheycan avoid stariing todeath. Thanksgiving in our country is aholiday
meantto give God thanks forthebounty andblessings He has bestoweduponus in ournation.
Many families will eat a gìuttonous meal as a way of thanking God for all the food we have
in such great abundance. Meanwhile, I'm sure a rnother in arìother paÍ of the world would
give anythingtojust have one plate offood from ourThanksgiving tables forherchildren. The
Church of Jesus Cbristcunently has amajority of its members in Af¡ica. In many thirdworld
countries, the Churchis growingbyleaps andbounds. Interestingly, unlike many hurnanitarian
groups, The Church of Jesus Christ is not equipped to provide the naturâl needs of these
people. Thcy are coming in droves because of the promises ofour Savior.....that He would
never leave the righteous forsaken, norhis seed bcgging bread. They arethankful, spiritually!
This leads me to my thoughts on what we in the Church in America should define as things
we arethankful for. Weusually first think ofallthe natural things oflife that God has provided
us, andyes, we should always thank God forthesc things. Buthowoften arewe truly than kful
for all the spiritual things in our lives? A clear sign ofan unthankful person is a complainer.
Do we wake up in the morning, and the firstthing we do is complain because ofour aches and
pains? Or do we complain that we have to go to work. Do we complain when thcre is trafhc
on the highway, or complain about the kind ofwork wc are doing? Do we complain because
we may not have everything we want? We should be thalkful that although we have aches
and pains, at least we arc not confined to a wheelchair, or in a hospital bcd. We should be
thankful we have ajob, and a car, and a roofover our head. Butjnstead manypeople complain
about these things, not realizing how much worse offa majority ofthe world âround us is. But
again, what about spiritually? Do we conplain abouf things in the Church we don't like, or
do we complain about the meetings we attend, or complain about our brothers or sisters?
we arc, then this is a sign ofan r.urthankful saint. A thar*ful saint on the other hand, will be
most of all gratcful each and every clay for be ing choscn by God Almighty to be a member
of His Church, and that our names are written in the Lambs Book ofLife! A thankful saint
will be grateful that we can inherit a rnansion in glory someday if we cndure to the end. A
thankful saintwill be grateful for everybrother and sister inthe Churchwho will always stand
by theirside when the worldwould walk away. A thankful saintwill be happyto have ministers
who can preach the word ofGod, and a thankful saint will always bc able to lind sonething
in every mecting thatwill benefit their soul. A thankful saint willrealize that although we are
nothing, our Father in heaven has placed us at such a high place in His sight.

If

Instead ofbeing

a spiritual complainer, let's be full ofthanks for everything the Lord has done
for our soul. If we look at the thousands ofAfrjcans joìning the Church, orin other rcmotc
countries, we will notice that they do not complain about thc spiritual things, but are thankful
for the precious Church that has been restored to save their souls. For us in America, there
should never be a time when we cornplain about anything, natural and especially spiritual!
We shouldbe the happiest people oli the face ofthe eaÍh! 'l.hink aboutwhat our future holds
in store ifwe cling to the Gospcl! This 'lhanksgiving, let's make a resolution that we will be
thankful for evcrything we have been given naturally, but rnore importantly, spir.itually!
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The

Children's
Corner
By Sistel lan

Bo1'k

Forgive Others and
Have Much Peace
Dear 13oys and Girls,

During youl lives, rnany people

will make you mad, Sorletimcs, cven
làmily that we love hurt us on purpose
or accidentally. Many time s pcople
that we cale about will pull away or
even leave us, In Thc Cliu¡ch of
Jcsus Christ, we look to The Book of
Monnon and the ìlible to help us know

what to do.
Scriptures tell us there are rrany
steps for dealing with this kind of
hurt. First, we pray in the name of
Jcsus and ask God to handle the
problem and slìow us what to do, We
do not argue back. Vy'c are told by
Jesus iri Matthew 5:44-45, "But I say
unto you, L<lve your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them
thât hate you, and play for them which
dcspitcfully use you...That ye may be
the children olyour irather which is in
heaven..." Anger and evil hat¡e<ls
comc from the devil, not from God.
Ifwe lollow this sirnple, but hard
advice fi oln Jcsus, we will get sweet
pcace and a grcat blcssing in our
hearts.

I anothel sclipture (Romans
12:19-21),the apostle Paul tells us,
"...âverìge ot yourselves [fight back
and get cven], but rathel give place
unto wrath: lor it ìs writtcn, Vengeance is mine, I \4'ill repay, sailh thc

Lord. Therefore ifthine enemy
hunger, feed hirr; ifhc thirst, give him
drink: l'or in so doing thou shalt heap
coals olfire on lTis head. Be not
ovelcome ofcvil but overcome evil
with goocl." That means we can put

wolrying about those pcople out ofoul
minds and let God take care ofjudging
while we take care ofliving a good
life.
When you do these things, you
will change. Years ago when my first
husband divorced and lcfl me, I fought
against hating him and his new gillfricnd. I found myself thinking constrnlly about Irow to gct our marriage
back, and how to change his heart.
When that didr'ì't happcn, I even
prâyed that mean things would happen
to tlìem so I would get revenge. None
of my mean praycrs workcd out.
Ilowever, I kept praying for God's
help, and for wisdom. I went to
church and was praycd on by our
elders. I even fasled a few titnes
(went without f'ood and water) while I
concentlated on praying with all my
heart for my malriage to be put back
together. But I could not cltange him
or her.
Tlìcy gol inan icd. My tnariagc
was forever broken; my heart was
broken and I did not know how to find
peace and happiness. Time passed and
I went back to college and staúed
working on a new future for myself
and rny child. I wantcd to quit huning
and thinking about what I had lost.
Since I could not change them, I knew
I had to change myself. Somchow, I
decided to follow Jesus' dircctions. I
began praying f'or everything good for
them. I prâyed they would be blessed,
have health and happiness, evcn
money. Just like the scriptures said. I
letumed good for evil. And what
happened was that I changed. Peace
camc inlo my hcarl. I stopped bcing
sad arrd angly. Iquit cvcn thinking
about them or my loss. Igotancwjob
with many people in our Chutch

praying for me, and ì did well.
llut most ofall, whcn I prayed lòr
those who dispitefully uscd me, my
pain went away. My broken heart
hcaled. Years passed until I could see
thc man who hufl me and not feel sad
or upsct. My hcalt lrealed by l-olgiving
and praying.
ln Thc Book ol'Molrnon, thcrc is
a powerful slory of how a small group
ofyoulg meu who believcd in God
went among their enemies to preach
and teach (Mosiah Chapter 27). These
men, were raised ìn the church but had
bccomc wicked, vilc sinncrs. Their
fathers, King Mosiah and Alma, the
leader ol the Church, were strong
(Continued on Page 1 1)
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lòr you? His life. Would
Ile have given His life for somcthing
that was not worth it? Your life rnust
Jesus pard

llrandarul
Mission ilews

Joy in the Camp!
By Sister Cheryl Cervone
and Sister Linda ReynoJds

children by Jesus Chlist to himself,

"There is Joy in the Carnp" was
the theme that rcvcrberated through
the halls of the Sirni Valley, CA
Branch and through the hearts of the
saints as we gathered for the Pacific
Region Spiritual Confèrence on August

I

and

2,2009. Region President

Brother Stâcey Light pointed out, "All
in the world expeliencejoy, but we
have something special." According
to the dictionary's definition,.joy is "a
condition ofhigh plcasule, souroe of
pleasure or satisfaction; happiness, a
plcasurable fer:ling." Spiritual ly, joy
cornes liom knowing ancl trusting God.
While happiness lends tô bo temporary
and short-tetm, joy is deeper, long term
al)d everlasting. Natural sources of
joy include childl en, recreation and
cntcrtainruenl, gifts, money, careel and

recognilion, possessions. Many of
tlìese represent what people accolnplish and although they are enjoyed for
a seâson, they can be fleeting.
As the saints of God, we have
access to a wholc diflèrent side ofjoy
from a spiritual perspective . We know
that ìt rains olì thcjust and unjust, so
we must find joy in a1.l things and

rccognize lhc true sourcc ofouljoy.
Brother Stacey posed the question,
"How do we as Christians, as followers ofJesus Christ, fìndjoy?" Spiritual
sources

ofjoy include:

.

Blessings/rniracles

.
.
.

prâyer
Control/tloing Cod's will- resrimony
Family/fiiends - love
Salvation througlr Jcsus Chrisr

-

e.g., answered

hopc

. Righteous living/overcoming
. Serving othels
. God's cleation

sin

Oul ultimatc joy. as ßrothcr
Stacey brought forth, rests in salvation
through Jesus Chlist and knowing tliat
Christ chosc

YOU. What

bc worth sorncthing bccausc, again.
Clrrist chose you and died for you; you
thcrclorc havc value and meaning.
This concept is further summarized in Ephesians I :5; it says, "Having
predestìnâted us unto thc adoption of

is tlre pricc

according to the good pleasure ofhis
In other words, we have been
adopted into Christ's family as He
made the suprerne sacrifrce for us.
Affi rrnìng salvation through Christ's
sacrifice brings us evellastingjoy and

prcsented its fìndings. ln ordcr to do
the Lo¡d's will, we must be obedient
and this ultimately brìngsjoy. This is
facilitated by: gathering with the
saints/ctlerrdìng rncctings. servirrg our
fellow man, keeping the promises we
made whcn baptized and to each other,
communicating with God and leeling
the benefits ofbeing on track, finding
joy in others' callings and not finding
fault.

will."

happiness,

Sister Karen Lee had prcviously
taken the children into their own class
while Brothers Ryar Mcl)ormell and
Chuck Maddox Jr. had taken the teens
and young adults. After Brother
Stacey's introduction. thc rcmain ing
congregation divided into smaller
groups to fùrther study and discuss
four ofthe sources ofspilitualjoy, and
reconvened with lhese findilgs:

Righteous Living/Overcoming Sin
Brothcr Mark Coppa taught this
group and Brother llandy Lee presented its conclusions. lt is important
to rekindlc and draw upon lhar purcjoy
we are blessed with at carlpout and
othcr ' jr-ryl. U L L sllength" l'xpcrìences. .Ioy is easily lost when we are
weak, open to sin and stlay from
righteous living. To keep ourjoyFULL
strength alivc. wc must or.crcomc sirr
by focusing on: love and salvatlon
through Christ, prayer, lellowship and

Blessings and Miracles
Brolher Tom P. Liberto taught

scrvicc. counting our blessings. bcìng
grateful, readiug the word ofGod and
praising l{im through song, perfecting,
giving our burdens and worries to God
and seeking support.

this group and Rrothel Joel Christman
prcsented its discussion. Blessings and

Serving Others

joyfully demonstrate God's
assuÌancc lhat wc arc in a win/win
situalion, no mclter whal. "To livc is
miracles

gain, to die is gain" was the essence of
what one sister shared in her dealing
with cancer and to "count it alljôy."
Sister Sue Coppa perhaps said it best

whcn shc cmphatically stated, "I don't
even remenber whât that's like [not to
havejoyl." Through blessings and
miraclcs, we also see that God makes
impossible situations possible while
slrengthening ourrelationship and
communicat¡on with Him. Blessings
and miracles are often the result of the
eflcctual prayers of our brothers and
sistcrs. who display love and joy uniquc
to the lanrily ofGod by leaohing out in
support ofone another. A sister who
was threatened with losing her children
and going to jail was spared this fate
through the prayers of thc saints.

Doing God's Will
Brother Justin Paxon taught this
gloup and Sister Amy Buccellâto

Brother Bob McDonnell taught
antì prcscntcd t his group's fintìings.
One example ofjoy in serving others
comes from the I 8rr' chapter of Mosiah
when Alura preached repentancc and
baptized over 200 souls at the watels
ofMormon. To paraphrase, he askcd
them ifthey were willing to servc by
bearing one another's burdens, mourning with those who mourn and comfofiing those in need of comfolt. They
responded in the l1'h verse: "And now
when the peoplc had heard these words,
they clapped their hands forjoy, and
exclaimed: This is tlie desire ofour
hea ts." I-lelping and seruing others,
both spiritually and naturally, brings us
joy bccausc wc fccl intcrnally rcwarded and selfless. When in tlie
service of or¡r lcllow man, we're in the
service of God, which is the essence
of what King Benjamin said in Mosiah
2:17, Jesus said in Matthew 25:35-36:
"For I was an hungered, and ye gavc

(Continued on Page 8)
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you, that my joy might remain in you,

Joy in the Camp!
Cont¡nued from Page 7

mc mcât: I was thirsty, and ye gave
mc drink: I was a slranger, and ye
took nìe i : Naked, and ye clothed me:
I was sick. and yc visitetl me: f was in
prison, and ye came unto me." When
his dìsciples asked hirn when they had
done this, he responded, ".. .lnasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brcthren. ye havc donc it
unto me" (verse 40).
JOY in scrving othcrs is cpilomized as:

- Jesus frrst
- Others second
Y - Yourself last
J

O

After the lively prcsentations of
the various groups concerning our
spiritual sources ofjoy, tsrother Jim
Huttenberger powerfully summarized
that it is impôrtant to not only bcjoyful,
but to transfer and communicate it to
others who need the LoÌd. In the
world, pcoplc try to fìndjoy in thìngs,
places and other people. lnevitably,
this typc ofjoy is temporary and often
leaves onc iccling empty or disap-

pointed. In contrast, findingjoy ofa
heavenly or spiritual naturc is eternal
and everlasting; it never disappoints

and always leaves one feeling full and
content. Brother Jim related an
expeliencc had by Sister Ruth Coppa
prayer,
in which she asked the Lord
"Wherc is tlie joy ollhe saints? We
have so much cancer, illness, trials,
ctc..
The Lord revealed to her that

il

.."

joy of the saints is in

the hope of
salvation. Jesus Christ changed us
from dârkness to light and that is the
rcaljoy. Flc js thc mâstcr ofthe universc
who klows your name, chose you and
died for you. So "count it all joy" when
going through a major trial. Areyou
rejoicing iu youl trials? Iìemember,
He's perfecting you with the refiner's
fire and preparing you for Zion. You'll
emerge with greater faith and empathy
so that you can help and encourage
the

thatyourjoy might bc fulI." Exhort
ing us again to transfer thisjoy to others,
Brothe¡ Jim challenged us to bcar
some fruit, tell how God has blessed
you and carried you through a trial.
Share the fact that your soul has been
redeemed and you've gone through the
waters of redemption.
Thcjoy discussed in our seminar
was personified on the radiant faces of
the littlo ones of Sistc¡ Karen Lee's
group. who sang Joy. loy, Joy..
Down in My Heart. A large group of
young people came fiom coast-tocoasl and as far as Canada to join in
the blessings of conference, as well as
San Diego Youth in Action and/or
Vacation Bible School inBell. Brother
Stacey spoke for so many ofus when
he told them, "You have brought us a
lot ofjoy not only because you're our
children, but because you love thc
Lord." Brother Stacey extended the
invitâtion to this inspiring group to
and

others.

Brother Jim read from John 15:4
and 1 I : "Abide in me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fi it of
itself, exccpt it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, cxcept yc abide in rne."
And "These things have I spokeu unto

.

sharc their testimonies.

The enthusiasm, sincerity and
conviction cxprcssed by thc young
people in their many soul-stirring

testimonies pierced our hearts with joy
and refreshed us.
On Sunday. Augusl 2. thc Simi
Valley Branch was filled to capacity

witli

161 attending. Brother Stâoey
Light welcorned everyone.
Brother Mark Coppa, our first
speaker, stated that the theme of the
confcrence was "Joy in the Camp"
and can indicate where we are spiritually. Thejoy ofthe Lord is our
strength. Usually, \ùe are not joyful at
all times. I:Ie spoke to each ofus as to
wherc wc arc individually in our scrvice
lo lhe Lord. We have so many bamiers
tliât keep us from moving forward.

Today we have

a

greater source in Jesus

help us gcl over our barricrs.
Human nalurc, characler lraits. sin,
pride, apathy are examples ofpossible
ban'iers. We must ask the Lord to
lielp us to be spiritually productivc.
Brothe¡ Mark spoke from Joshua,
Christ

tt.r

Chaptcr ó regarding thc city ofJelicho. The Lo¡d told the children of
lsrael that they were to conquer tlìe
city. The city ofJericho was sealed so
well thât no one cor.rld get in. Very
thick walls protcctcd the city. The

people in the city thought they were
safe. Human nature made tliem think
they were safc and hulnan nature
rnade the child¡en oflsrael feel that
they could not conquer the city. Our
own lives are the same way. Before
baptism we believe we can straighten
things out ourselves, but afler baptism
we go to the Lord to tear down ouÌ
walls.
ln Joshua 6, the Lord had a plan.

I{e told Joshua His plan. Joshua was
not sure and thought that it didn't
appear to bc possible. The walls were
sealed. Our own lives are the same.
Our God can do the impossible whatever our issues are. God told Joshua
to circle thc city once a day for six
days and on the seventh day the
priests should blow their trumpets wilh
a long blast and they should all shout in
one voice as they encircled the city.
Joshua wondercd why the Lord would
have them do that. It is because He
was desiring obedience. The Lord
could have knocked down the wall in
an instant. The march around the city
and carrying the Arc of the Covenant
showctl obedicncc. Walking for six
days showed faith and the shouting
showed unity. It was â11 done f'or a
reason and the message is the same
today as it was then: He wants us to
be obedient.
We need to be bold in the Spirit
ol'God, Klock down the walls in our
Iives. Know that the Lord \ryânts more
of us. Spend time with the Lord. He
is the same God today as Joshua's
God. He wants us to breâk down thc
bariers in or¡r lives. Say to the Lord,
"Lord, here am I, use me. I'll do
whatever you want me tû do." The
Lord is speaking to us today. Our
Church is a Holy Kingdom. Have a
conversation with the Lord. He wants
us to tâlk to Llirn about our barriers.
lIe wants us to approach FIim in
boldncss. What can we do to build His
kingdom? The barricrs will soon
disappear as we draw closer to the
l,ord. We will become people we
didn't know we could be.
Brother Lou Cicatti followed thc
theme of bar¡iers by saying he was
stationed in Ccrmany whiìc in lhe
service and saw the Berlin Wall. Sadly,
it was built to kcep pcoplc in. Prcsi-
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dcnt lì.onald Reagan told Sovief
leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, to "Tear
down this wall, Mr. Gorbachcv." It
was the people of Germany who
actually tore down the wall. At the
gravc of Jesus, the people asked who
would roll the stone away, They
didn't think any of them could do that.
They had "baniers." In the Bible, tlìe
rich man asked thc Lord, "What must I
do to have eternal life?" He wanted to
know what "wall" he should tear
down. The Lord told him to sell
everything he had and givc to the poor
and follow Him. The rich man could
not do tliat.

Anolher rich ruler. King Lamoni.
also asked thc sarne question, Ammon
told hirn to kneel down and ask God,
Thc king laid prostrate on the glound
asking the Lord to hear his plea. He
hurrbled himself before the Lord and
wanted his wall to be torn down. Just
as in the city of Jericho the walls came
down and he \À/as converted on the
spot. Just to give some perspective on
the immensity of the walls of Jericho,
Brother Lou imparted that the width of
the wall ât the top was six chaiots

abreast! Whâtcver the barrìets are,
God can tear them down.
Brother Paul Libeúo also followed the same theme asking, "Whât
is the bottom line?" It is thìs: What
would we give to havejoy, peace and
eternal life? lt doesn't cost anything,
Jesus paid it all.
Brother Jim Huttenberger said he
would be remiss if at this point he did
not extend an invitation to anyone \.vho
felt God calling them. What are our
barriers that are keeping us from
enjoying the blessings ofGod? How
many who are already baptized are
being kcpt from receiving thc blcssings
of God and feel weak? Remember the

down your barriers. 'Ihe Lord will
send people your wây so that you may
givc your testimony to them, Llave the
desire in your hear1 to lell ofthe Lord
ând God will sce that. Tell the world
of the Latter Day Glory that we havc
in the Gospel.

Brother Ton P. Liberto then
add¡essed us and marvcled over how
the Spirit ofGod works. I{is parents
gave him the best inheritance there
could be, the Gospel of the Lord Jesus

Christ. Enos reurembercd thejoy of
the saints. We all have problerns.
What is the biggest wall we have? it
ìs to be separated frorn God and only
through Jesus Christ can the wall
colnc down. Lehi taught his sons as
wr: should teach our children. Nothing
has changed. The Lord took Lehi in a
drean to a dark placc. Lehi prayed
and was led to a beautiful field and as
hc partook olthe liuir, hc had grcarjoy
and was not separated from God

anynore. Lehi wanted his family to
pârtake of the fruit also. Those that
did also foundjoy. People in the world
become devastated when problems
arisc. We, as God's children, don't
even know what that feels like. We
can go to the Lord to have our walls
tom down. Which carnp do we want
to be in? Do \¡/e want the camp that
tastes tlìe fiuit or tlie one that docs
not? Be in the carnp ofjoy.
Brother Sal Azzinaro, who had
been in the hospital the previous week,
thanked everyone for tlieir prayers.
l{e thcn stated that rnany of us havc
obstacles that hold us back frorn
having a relationship w.ith God. The
Lord is waiting to have a relationship

with you. Don't holdback. Give your
life to the Lord.
Brothcr Stacey Light said we
started the meeling today with the two
youngest singing a song and now he
would like to cnd thc scrvice by having

joy of the saints before us, rcmember
the joy ofour parents and families, as
Enos did. In the 3'd verse ofEnos, he

the oldest, Sister Goldie Jones, age 98,

said, "Behold, I went to hunt beasts in
the forests; and the wolds which I

give her testinìony. After Sister
Goldie 's testinony, there were more

olten heard my father speak conceming eternal lifc, and thejoy ofthe
saints, sunk deep into my heart."
There are some who have come for

testimonics and singing.

ycars antl still have not rcndercd
obediencc to tlìe Lord.
Bear your testimony. Knock

Brother Stacey Light gave closing
remarks and Brother David A¡¡eola
closcd in prayer, followed by lunch for
evelyone and more loving fellowship.
Praise God, there truly had been great
joy in thc camp at thc Pacific Regiun
Spiritual Confcrcnce!

The Release
By

Sister Diana Stiglenan

On Sunday, March 15,2009 at
Detroit, Branch #1, all those present
were plivileged to witness four young
brothers cornplete their trainingperiod

in The Church ofJcsus
Christ; Brothers Mike Capone, .Iinr
Lambert Jr., Michael Pandone, and
David Lovalvo. Brother Larry
Champine bcgan the morning by
tuming the service over to our four
visiting elders. Brother Larry encouras elders

aged our young brothors by

telling

them, "When you're nelous, your
tendency is to rely a little mo¡e on the

Spirit," Brother Mike Capone from
the Plumbrook Branch, was the first

of

Christ's soldiers to speak. As Brother
Mike reiterated Brother Larry's
comment âbout depending on the Lord
a little more when you are nervous, he
added, "Well, I'm really counting on

Him right now."
Brother Mike indicated that even
though many of his family members
were ministers in The Church of Jesus
Christ, he put offbeing baptized for

quite some time. On the day of his
baptism. Brother Mikc heard thc voicc
of the Lord saying, "I have been
calling you a long timc. It's time to
listen." Our brother stated, "I was
hardening my heart, and if I had
waited rnuch longe¡ I would not have
been able to hear that voice."

A portion of his senron was
taken from II Kings 6:14-17. It was
the story of Elisha and how a migbty
multitude of the Syrian army had
encircled the city at night. A young
man that was with Elisha asked, "What
are we going to do?" Elisha responded,
"Fear not: for they that be with us are
more than they that be with thenì."
Then Elisha praycd that God would
open this young man's eycs. The young
man suddenly saw that the mountain
was full ofhorses and chariots offire
round about Elisha. Elisha saw with
spirihral eyes, while the young man
saw with natural eyes. Brother Mike
told us, Elisha had a higher spiritual
mind, I{e added, God speaks to us
(Continued on Page 10)
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The Release
Continued from Page

will do all tbe rest. At the
close ofhis sermon, our brother left us
with a notable piece of advice. We had
bctter buckle our seat belts when we
answer the call.
and God

I

daily, but are we listening. We fill our
time and lives with those natural things
to satisfy outselve s, His setmon most
assuredly set the precedence for each
brother who would follow.

Brother Jim Lambcrt frotn
Branch #2, borrowing Brother Mike's
thought ofhaving a higher spiritual
mind, gradually centercd his sermon
<ln the Apostle Paul's conversion.
Paul was given the knowlcdge ofwho
Christ was and his understanding was
instant. Brother Jim continued with an
exciting paraphrase of Christ's reaction
to Paul's conversion by stating, "I've
touchcd your mind in a waY that You
can't dcny me. Now what âre You
wâitíng I'or'¿ 'l'ake no time, no
thought, take action and spread the
Gospel. I have seen you...and know
you can help me tnove the souls of
men. Get up and effèct lives!"
In some of his final thoughts, he
desircd that each of us would reach
fbr a higher spiritual mind. Our brother
asked us, "Whât motivates you? Whatevcr motivates you, go for itl" All
present could tell our brother's own
desire was to have the mind of Chrìst
and to utilize it daily. He sincerely
pleaded for us to do the same.

Brothcr Michael Pandone, also
from Branch #2, stood third in line and

spirit-filled. Brother Mike
approached his sermon by waY of a
hymn; "Speak my Lord, and I'll be
quick to answer thee." He said, there
are times when you will sing a song for
years, then suddenly God touches your
heafi, and that song takes on a \ryhole
new mcaning. Wilh that thought in
mìnd, our brother declared, when thc
Lord speaks, we necd to be quick to
answer the call.
In using Chapter I I from the
book of Acts, our brother told us ofthe
Apostlc Peter's unwillingness to take
the Gospel to the Gentiles. After Peter
¡elented and did as he was told, God
matle Peter's lnission a success.
was equally

Brother Mìke said, "The Lord is not
going to tcll us to do anything that He's
not going to be the¡e and [that] it's not
going 10 bc â success." I-Ie rcmjnded
us, we only need to answer thc call

Our final guest speaker, Brother
David Lovalvo stated, "This concept of
a higher spiritual mind is not the easiest
one to grasp is it?" I'le explaincd the
seed that was planted on the day

of

our baptism needs to splout. "Until the
depth of thât knowledge that somebody gave his life, died so we could
live, nothing elsc can happen. You
cannot love your wife, children, or
serve the Lord the way You nced to.
You cannot spreâd the GosPel and
justify its goodness, it's impôssible,
unless it is allowed to grow in your
hcan. The only way thtt will happen is
ifyou allow it to penetrate you. And
then, we can do what these brothers
asked us to do; have a higher spiritual
mind." Brother David found out, there
was morc to lifc than jusl cnlcrtaining
hirnself. He injected, that there is nothing
more important than to save your soul.
While imploringus all to leave the things

of this world behind he concluded,
"Through us miracles can happen."
Following a season of testimonY,
Rrother Peter Scolaro shared a fcw of
his thoughts. He felt testimonies
expressing thankfulness f'or disturbances intcrvened, were wonderful
things and wc should be thankful, but it
is our salvation that we should be the
most thankful for. Our salvation
should be so greal within us that we
can endure the trials oflife. Then
Brother Peter explajned the special
purpose ofthis meeting today. IIe
indicated, after the service our four
young elders will gather in thc back for
another meeting. This will be to
retcase our brothcrs from tlreir training
period. Thcn he asked, "Brotlters do
you feel released?" When they in one
accord responded "No," Brother Peter
indioaled that he did not feel you are
ever released, "The burden and the joy
of doing the Lord's work is alwaYs
upon you." He, along with thc entire
congregation, fèlt the young elders did
a wonderful job in working as a team
and delivering the message. LIe asked
us to remembet them in praycr as they
continued their work for the Lord.

The Black Skitt
Cont¡nued from Page 4

skirt's mutiny, but I knew that he
u,ouldn't patronize me for being a fool.
that for the Past
The truth
"¡r'as
been obsessing
prior
I
had
lcw weeks
quitc a bit over my shortcornings,
Whether they were PhYsical, workrelated, or emotional, I just couldn't get
my mind off of the bad decisions I'd
made, ways in which I'd failed, or the
disappointments I'd faced. Why was I
a happy person, normallY

-

being so

ncgative?
My husband said a few words of
comfort that I did my best to sluff off,
lcaving us both in silence,listening to
our iPod play Christian music through
the car stereo. At the Particular
mornent when wc becarnc quiet, thc
rPod, which was set to randomly
shuffle through the 450 songs we had
downloaded, began playing a new
song. It \À/as Stephen Curtis Chapman's

Fingetprints

ofGod.

The first bit

of

the song goes like this:

I can scc the tears filling Your

eYes

And I know where they're coming from.

They're coming from a heaú that's
brokcn in two
By what you don't see.
The person in the mirror
Doesn't look like the magazine.
Oh, but when I look at you,
it's clear to me that

I can

see the

fingeiprints ofGod,

When I look at you,
I can sce the fingerPrrnts

ofGod,

And I know it's true.

You're a mastetpiece
That all creation quietly applauds,

And you're covered with the
Fingerprints of God.

I had heard this song many times
before, aDd I confess that it wasn't
one ofmy favorites because I thought
it played on people's sentimentality
But this time, it was different. I felt
the Spirit of God forcefully enter our

vehicle. I felt the wo¡ds ofthe song
apply lo me. I felt like the song had
just been written and it was playing for
the very first time with the exPress
purpose of comforting nepersonally
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I began to cry,
After the song had been playing
for several minutes, I looked over at

After much fasting and praying,
each young man went to a different
part of the country. ln some of the

27

rny husband who, unbeknownst to me,
had also bccn crying. For all his
tenderness, my husband rarely sheds
tears, and I had only seen hirr.r truly

Lamanite kingdoms, thousands of
people repented and were baptized. In
olher kingdoms the youûg men \üere
imprisoned, falsely accused, beaten,

Schuette Brown was blessed on
Oclober 4,2009 at the Atlanta, Georgia Branch.
Mona Marie Campbell-Ogden
daughter of'lyler Campbell and Lilly
Ogdcn was blessed on July 12,2009 at
the Muncey, Ontario, Canada Branch.

a handful of times. Butnow, his
face was twisted in emotion and he
was weeping sincelely. He reached
over and placed the pahn ofhis hand
on my oheek, and geutly brushed ny
tears away with hls thumb.

bawl

At lhat momcnt, I kncw whal it
meant to bc in the depths of humility.
When my husband couldn't find the
wolds to say. Cod supplicd thcm.
When I stubbornly refused to be
comforted, God reduced me to mush.
Seconds before, everything hacl been

wrong in my world. With just a few
nudges to the microscopic workings of
our iPod, God had spoken a message
that was crystal clear. I immcdiately
stopped feeling sory for myself. I-Iow
could I, when the God ofthe universe
hadjust visited me? To describe the
comfort that I felt would require me to
grasp at the very flinges ofmy verbal
capacity, to spin in circles at the very
edge ofwhat my mind can comprehcnd.

Ifyou read through this article
and thought it was a little unusual,
plcase read ''Wanled: Your Tcstimony" on page 2.

and stawed. Some of their followers

were evcn killed by unbelievers. But
they forgavc their enemies and God
brought them through the tenible
times. For fourteen years they worked
far from home, guided by God's spirit.
They lived and taught folgiveness,
prayer and faith in God's protection
and wisdom. Others saw thei¡ example and learned how to havejoyful,
faithful, peaceful lives. They did it by
praying for enemies. We can too.
When sorleone around us is
hâteful, we do not have to be hatefil
back. When they are mean, we do not
have to be mean. When they are
unlair, we can pray to God and ask
I{im to protect and guide us. Wc do
not have to be full of fear and hate and
try to get evelyone to be against them
too. Remember, God will repay thcm
for all that they do. If we are kind
back, it hcaps coals of fi¡c on their
head. It also shows others not to fcâr
them. It gives you power to be a

follower ofJesus Christ. Try it and
feel the peace andhappiness in your life.
With love, Your friend

Sister Jan

The Children's Corner
Continued from Page 6

Children Blessed

Brett Thomas Baüett son of
followers ofGod. Theyprayed with
great faith that God would convince Thomas and Gina Canova Banett wâs
their sons ofthe truth so they would blessed on August29,2009 at the
Glassport, Pennsylvania Branch.
stop harming the Church.
Lexie Glacc Filippelli, daughter of
God sent an angel to shake the
Fred and SisterAletea WamerFilippelli
earth, and the young nren wele so
shocked that they repented and turned was blessed on August 29, 2009 at the
from their evil ways. They becarne Glassporl, Pennsylvania Branch.
Lucca Anthony Filippelli, son of
strong followers ofGod. Thc desire of
F¡ed and Siste¡ Aletea Warnel Filippelli
thejr healts was to go arnong their
was blessed on August 29,2009 at the
enemies, the Lâmanites, and teach
them about God. Mosiah prayed and Glassport, Pemsylvania Branch.
Jake Ryan Buffingtott, son of
God promised hirn that his sons would
Brother
Jeffery and Sister Carey
not die while working with their
Buffington
was blessed on September
dreaded enemies.
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the Glassport, Pennsylva-

nia Branch.

Kyle Thonas Brown, son of Lori

Meadow Madayah Mariah
French daughtcr of KaUn French and
Amauda Alberl was blessed on August
7, 2009 at the Muncey, Ontario, Canada

Branch.
Soreyn Sinjun Snake Singh,
daughter ofRey Singh and Sister
Candicc Snake was blessed on August
7, 2009 at the Muncey, Onl.at'io,
Canada Branch.
Corbrn Colton AlexanderHendrick,
ofColton Deân Hendrick and Angel
Britney Onderik-French was blessed
on August 8, 2009 at the Muncey,
Ontario, Canada Branch.
Desiree Montana Fisher, daughter of Blother Richard Shane Fisher
and Sister Linda Jeanne F'isher was
son

blessed on September 6, 2009 at the
Muncey, Ontario, Canada Branch.

Sabrina Claire-Jean Fisher,
daughter of Ë!rother Richard Shane
F-isher and Sister Linda Jeanne Fisher
was blessed on September 6, 2009 at
the Munccy, Ontario, Canada Branch.
Andie Lynn Albert, dâughter of
John and Carolyn Alberl was blessed
on September'6, 2009 at the Muncey,
Ontario, Canada Branch.
Jennifer Lynn Kahentoretha
Leitch, daughter of Glen Leitch and
Jessica Cross was blessed on September 6. 2009 al the Muncey, Ontario,
Canada Branch.
Jacob Serafino Maúinez, son of
Jason and Sister Adoni Martinez was
blessed on May 31, 2009 at the
Modesto, Califomia Branch.

Spiritual Anniversaries
Sister Elizabeth (Suds) Staley

of

the Glassport, Pcnnsylvania Branch

celebrâtcd 70 years in The Church
Jesus Christ.

of
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Baptisms

Brother Thornas Tyler King was
baptized on August 7, 2009 at the

Sister Sandra Bynum was
baptized on October 18, 2009, at the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch. She
was baptized by Brother Mark King

Muncey, Ontario, Canada Mission.
He was baptized by Brother Peter
Dar¡ and confirmed by Brother Jerry

BrotherNick Boruch.
Sister Lois Dowd was baptized
on October 18, 2009, at the Levittown,
Pennsylvania Branch. She was
baptized by Brother Nick Boruch and
confimed by Brother Jeny Valenti
Sister Jennie Jaurequi Rodriguez
and confinned by

was baptized on October 4, 2009 at the
Mesa, Arizona Branch. She was baplizcd by Brother Ronald Mazzeo and

confinned by Brother Barry Mazzeo.
Brother Leon Daryl Brown was
baptized on July 5, 2009 at thc Mesa,

Arizona Branch. He was baptized by
Elrother Tim Scolaro and confinned by
Brother Jordan Giannetti.
Brother Darryl Palermo was
baptized on Scptember 20, 2009 at the
Mesa, Arizona Branch, He was
baptized by }lrother Tony Picciuto and
confirmed by Brother Walt Jankowski.
Brother Dan Crise was baptized
orr Septcmbcr 20. 2009 at the Yucaipa.
California Branch. IIe was baptized
by Randy Lee and confirmed by
Brother Rudy Carillo.
Sister Tammy Crise was baptized
on Scptember 20, 2009 at thc Yucaipa,
California Branch. She was baptized
by lìandy Lee and confirmed by
Brother Frank Genaro.
Sister Alyssia Diana Gomez was
baptizedonAugustT, 2009 attheMuncey,
Ontario Canada Mission. She was
baptized by Brothcr Gary Coppa and
con firmcd by Brothcr Pctcr Darr.

Benyola.

Brother Dennis Andrew CopPa
was baptized on August 30, 2009 at
the Muncey. Ontario. Canada Mission
(attending Plumbrook, Michigan). He
was baptized by Brother Gary Coppa
and confirmed by Brother Paul

Whitton.
Sister Linda Jeanne Fisher was
baptized on Scptember 6, 2009 at the
Muncey, Ontario, Canada Mission. She
was baptized by Brother Gary Coppa
and confi rmcd by Brother Jeny Benyola.
Brother Richard "Shane" Fisher
was baptizcd on September 6, 2009 at
thc Muncey, Ontario, Canada Mission.
He was baptized and confirrmed bY

Brother Gary Coppa.
Sister Glendâ June Fisher was
baptized on September 6, 2009 at the
Muncey, Ontario, Canada Mission.
She was baptized by Brother Lyle
Criscuolo and confirmed by Brother

MattCollison.
Brother Frederick M. Keener
was baptized on November 2, 2008 at
the Spartanburg, South Carolina
Branch. I-Ie was baptized by Brothcr
Jonathan Molinatto and confirmed by
Brother Art Can.rpbell.

OBITUARIES

Namc
Address

Phone
Branch or Missiorì

JENNIFER PAXON
Sister Jennifer Paxon of the

Atlanta, Georgia Branch passed on to
her reward on Septcmber 5, 2009.
She is survived by her parents, Brother
Malcolm and Sister Shirley Paxon; two
brothers, Brother Jeff and his two
daughtels, and Brotlter Justin and his
wife Sister Christina and their one son;
and her grandmother, Sister Betty
Wragg and many aunts, uncles and

cousins.

SANDRA GLADYS MORSE

poRCAS (pORA) n8S6I

Sister Sandra Gladys Morse

Sister Dorcas (Dora) Rossi of the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch
passed on to her reward on September

passed on to her reward on July 7, 2009.

Address Change

to her reward in August,2009. She is
survived by one brothcr.

She is survived by her daughters,

Stephanie Foster, Kenah Nowek and
Susanna Cortinas; sons, Mark Hatch,
Clinton Hatach and Micah Hatch;
brothers, Jack Moore and HarleY
Moore; sister, Carole Smith; former
husband Kcnneth Flatch; l7 grandchildren and nine greaLgrandchildren.

FLOIUNCE CATENA
Sistcr Florence Catena of the

Hollywood, Florida Branch

passecl on

15,2009. She is survived by her sister,
Sister Louise Donkin, and numerous
nieces and nephews.

MARY VUCINICH
Sister Mary Vucinich of the
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania Branch passed
on to her reward on September 26,
2009. She is survived by her liusband,
George; a daughter, Michelle; a son,
George; and five grandchildren.
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The Gift Givers
I've heard it said, "lt is better to
give than to rcccive," but in this
ofgift-givìng (or gr ft-gctting
fiom some perspectives), I find
scason

rnyself challenging this statement.
Whenever asked, "What has been
your favorite Christmas gift?" I
always give the same answer, ahnost
reflexively, even though I'm not even
sure it still is #1. I tell of looking
tlown over our banislel the morning
of December 25, 1969, filled with
desperate hope. Could it be? Was

that really it? Unable to contain rny
excitement, I sprinted down our
stairs and there it stood, beckoning
rne to clir.nb aboald. My very own
silver Stingray bicycle, with curved
banana seat, high handlebars (like
two arms held up in victory) and
shiny chrome ringer bell. I can still
feel the pure elation screaming
silently inside me as we faced each
other. Altcr asking lor this gilt lor so
Iong and finally recciving it, I fclt

happiness, relief and pure satisfaction
wash over me. So, even though I'm
told "it is better to give," on that day
ì could havc madc quitc a convincing
case for the

joy ofreceiving.

I soon testcd the "bettcr to give"
theory. After the wave of excitement
passed, I fclt myjoy would not peak
until I shared this gift with my
fi'iends, With anxious anticipation I

rode that sleek beauty furiously up
and down the streets of my neighborhood in West Palm Beach, Flo¡ida
sounding my ringer bell ("ba-ding, bading, ba-ding") in an attempt to lure
my friends out of their homes, How
else could they witness my triumphant
ride? While I wanted to share lny gift,
I restricted their experience with one
dictate: "No rides!" I was willing to
"givc" them a look at my gift, but I
was unwilling for theni to fully

"receive" it. After all, my Stingray
was still so ncw and so shiny and
so....so.. ..so mine. Shouldn't i bc the
on ly one to ridc my prized possession
on the very first day? I feltjustrfred in
my conditional "gift-giving." So, offI
rodc in my self-absorbed happiness.
Many people have also desired
gifts, but their wants proved to be
much more thoughtful in nâture than
my own. 3 Nephi 1 tells that Nephi
was faced with his impending death,
along with the death ofthose followers of Christ, because they believed
the great wall-climbing prophet,
Samuel. 3 Nephi goes on to say the
night beforc that first Cliristmas
morning, Nephi " cricd miglttìly unto
the Lotd all thât day' and upou
doing so, received his gift. In answer
to his petitioning, Nephi heard the

voice of the Lord reply, "Lift up your
head and be of gootl cheeL, for
behokl, the titne is at hand, and on
this night shall the sìgn be given

and on the ntorrow,

I come unto thc

wo¡ld." This gift promised Nephi that
he and all of mankind received their
stay, For Nephi and his contemporarics, it assured an extensjon to lhcir
natural lives. For the rest ofus, it also
affìrmed the extension ofour spiritual
lives, makíng this stay etemal. Today
we rcalize December 25'r' is not the
accurate birth date of Jesus, so we
understand Nephi's experience didn't
come to him on December 24'r'.
However, we can agree that Nephi
was onc ol the firsl people lo reccivc
his most desired Christmas gift on

Christmas Eve ('bn this night shall
the sìgn be gìven and o the mot
rcw, I come unb lhe world').
Unlike me, Nephi's desire
encompassed others. He wasn't
siuT ply asking for a gifl for himsell but
instcad was also genelously playing
for his people. In contradiction to this,
not only was my desire selfish, I then

exhibited an unwillingness to share my
gif't with others. It's little wonder I
was so readied to make a case for the

joy ofreceiving,

as that

cefajnly

cmbodicd my single-facetcd experience.

Maybc thc joy of rccciving is
innate and if so, how then can any of
us leam the truejoy ofgiving? "The
Creator," knowing His creation
inlirnirlely. providcd an avcnuc of
(Cont¡nued on Page 1 0)
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Scravaglieri, President of The Church

ofJcsus Christ in ltaly. Ìelaled a
dream he had in regards tô his health.
He has lung cancer and had two
operations within the past thlee years,
considering himself a milacle that he
is a living testirnony and can still walk

Italy

-

Dreams and Experiences

By Evangelist Paul Thonas Pezzenti
Dio vi benedica...God Blcss
you, And now for the rest ofthe
story of the Italy conlelcnce held

September 11 20,2009,inCala
Gononc, Sardinia, Italy. This confer'ence was one of dreams and cxperiences as the thcrne "Holy Sprrit"
surely was manifested to all. Team
Italy (Larry Ali, John DiBattistâ, Dan
and Mary Bertola,

Alex and Cathy

Gcntile , Jirn and Lyncttc Huttenberger,

Tony and Lydia Micale and Paul
Pezz,enli) left the United States with
the anticipation ofsccing the love of
our Italiân brothers and sisters. We
were not disappointed. Some arrived
with acutephysical infirmities, sotne
without luggage for a few days but al)
safely and undauntetl.
Upon arrival and chccking in wc
rnct with thc hotel owncrs, Firrucio
and Gilda Checchi, who invited us for
ref¡eshments after our long journeys.
They have both becn very kind to us
and now regularly attend our conferences. We reacquainted ourselves
and did some initial planning for the
weekend.
After dinner, our first visit was
to the home of Sister Immacolata
Romano by the sea shorc. She l¡et
us at the door with her daughter Sister
Marinella and her daughter, Martha.
As we all squeezed into the small
apaún'ìent, many talking at the sâme
time, one could feel thejoy-filled
spirit building as the start ofconference.
'Ihe Friday rnorning service was
opencd with fellowship, singing,

reacquainting ourselves and the
confcrcnce plan ofactivities. The
evening service was dedicated to feet
washing. I was asked to open the
service and used John 12:20-26 and
l3:l-17. Apostle John records the
words of Christ, "lf any man serve
me, let him follow mc; and wherc I
arn, there shall also my servant be; if
any man serve rne, hitl will my
Father honor." We can have much
knowledge of the prophets from
Abraham to Isaiah and even the Book
of Mormon recordings ol'the corning
ofZion, the Peaceful Reign, Joseph
and New Jerusalem but until we use
the scriptures, as an example related
to feet washing, John 13, we oonclude
it is good to have knowledge ofthe
scriptures but much better to be
obedient to what the Lord has asked
us to do. If we want tbe Lord to be
happy with us then we must obey His
commandments and follow the
examples He set for us to do.
The lloly Spirit lesson was
taught on Saturday, as we split into
two groups the adults led by Brother
Micalc and the young adults by
F.vangelist Jim Huttenberger. A lively
discussion was manifested in both
groups and all expresscd their views
of what/hoWwhere and when the

Holy Spirit can and does work with
us. The brothers expounded upon this
wonderful expression ofGod's love
for us.
Later ât the evening tcstimony
rleeting, we hcard thesc dreams and
experiences, Evangelist Rosario

intcr the buìlding. His drc¿m was
inteÌpreted to be that the Lord will
rernovc his condil ion without any pain.
Let us continue to pray for his health
ând the evangelistic work to continue
from the north to the south of ltaly.
Evangelist John DiBattista
receivcd an experience during the
neeting to check the gas in the
kitchen behind the sanctuary, as he

saw f'lames coming from the kitchen
down the hallway into the sanctuary.

A few brothers went to oheck the gas
valve findi g it shul offbut the roonl
was filled with gas. They opened the
windows and it eventually dissipaled.
We can be dircctly assaulted from the
front and the back but God is good to

FIis faithful sefl,.,ants as we rcceive
time and again.
Sister Stcphania Romano and her
mother, Sister Marisa, operate a hair
salon nclr the'seaport. Onc murning
tlley went out for coffee and a roll in
the ncarby city of Dorgali, but the first
place they stopped did not have anY
rolls so they ',vent to another placc.
Therc they found a women sitting
alone reading a newspapcr. Sister
Stephania was prompted to ask thc

womcn if she needed a job. After
feeling awkward for awhile, she
approached the women who said,

"Yes," and accepted the job beforc
our sister could evcn tell her the job
was in hcr hair salon in Cala Golone.
This Romanian women's namc is

Aula.

She has a son named Lorenzo.

After working in their salon for ten
months, Aula told Stephania her son,
who is three years old, does not spcak
and the docto¡s camot tell her why as
he has no apparent medical contlition.
At the ulging ofstephania she brought
the child to church to be anointed. As
we prayed a wonderful spirit was fèlt
lor Lorenzo and his mother. Let us
conlinue to pray thal we may scc
what work the Lord has for them.
The Sunday selice was opened
by Ilrother Larry Ali who used Acts
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l6,.recordings ofwhen Apostle

Paul

and Silas were abou[ fhe Lord's
business and found thernsclves falsely
accused, beaton and placed in the
innermo^st part ofthe prison under the
watch of a guard. Other men may
become^discouraged but they sang
songs ofpraise_ to the other prisoners

whojoined ín the singing, An

earth-

Christ that IIe can cure us. As an
his sins and becornc a new person in
examplc we plant a seed and eventu- the Lol.d.
ally see it grów.
Ifr.other Lorne brought all ofhis
The Conference was concluded children and grandchild¡õn to witness

by saying one to another Dio vi
benedici- God bless you - oggi e
sempre - today and_fórever! ïearn
Italy's desire ii for the Lord to bless

theltalian saints l'or all their efforts

his baptism aid they filled the little

missión house. -lhe theme for the
morning scrvice was the receptián of
the Hoü Ghost taken ir.om Moroni
Z:l-2. Alter the Lorcl,s resurection

to

quake arose and the bands were
fulfill His mission to the best of their
and continuing His rninistry,
looscd frorn the prisoners. 1'he.guard, ability. We all can âttest that again
"..,which hc $ake unto ¡ií ãisciptes,
fearing for his life, called for a liglit
we háve ¡cceived much more fiom
the twelve whåm hc had choscn, ãs
and camc to Paul and Silas who
the faithful ltalian saints than we have he laid his hands upon them And he
--assured him they were there. The
given.
callecl therl by narrr", .uying, V"guard was colverted and asked what
shall call on túe Fathcr ií,riy nume,
he needed to do to be saved. Lany
in rlighty prayer; and af.tcr ye have
askcd who is rcally bondcd? It was
donc this ye sirall havc¡owirrharro
\r^¡:^._
^
the guard himsctf who was
Saugeen
ye shati lay your
Today it is the unbeliever who
hands, ye shall give tfr" Uoû'Cf.rt;
bonded by sin, but the Lord can
By Brother Don
and iriny namJshall ye give it, for
him free the same as He did for
thus clo mine apostÌes.,,
guard. The guald called fol a
Greetings brothers, sisters,
How beautiful it was for Brother
lighl ( a type and shadow
f¡iends fromìhe Saugeen
Lorne's farnily to see the puritl of
and he teceived his conversion, was
Number 29 Saugeei is part of
ttre co.pei in it.ris day as ii waí then
baptized, and then cared for Paul
ojibway Nation, i'hich is of a
as Brother Don Collison laid hands
Silas' wounds.and. brought them to
tudeofnalions spokcn ofby
upon him for the reception oftlie
own home and fed them with
prophet, It is situated on the
H'oly Ghurt.
family. We should not
òf bìautiful Lake Hu¡on in
Brother Lorne gave a beautiful
discouraged because ofthe weight
western Ontario,
testimony.-Truly it i,'as a special ancl
this life The Lold and the saints
This mission was founded
wonderfúl day fôr our newirother,sfoÌ our constant protection.
B¡other Matt Collison by a revelaiion family to witness. nrother. GeorjeAli summarized by gìvìng an
given to his grandfàthei 70 years
Grosúeck closed our service in
errcc of lis deceased father,
Brother Madand his wife, Sister
prayer. All were invitecl to a deliJohn Ali, who when he was lour
have been at the Saugcen shores
äioúslunch.
old.had died. His_ mothcr put him in
25 yearc and there hâve raised their
basket going on her way to the Elders family. They have built a beautiful
for prayer. On the v{ay she met
missiôn houÁc in wliich to worship our
ladies who told her her son was
precious Lord. It is looated in the
Ilowever, she was not discouraged beautilil maple woods on the property
and w€nt to tne rtae.r wtrà:prayea of Brorher James

bondcd.
is
set
this
natural
ofChrist)
.
and
his
his
become
of
pray
Brother
experiBrother
days
a

NatlOn

Liripä"'*¡".

Collison
and
Nation
the
multithe
shores
SouthCanada.
by
ago.
Pãt,
for

other
dead.

BaptiSm

",rdT;;r;;i".i;;' ordinátion and
in Norrh
fl:f:TfJî"ll"',"äålf,i*,i"":*i, +i'i.'tr::ål};iiiÊffäåï',f;î::"
Church

began to grow in Glassport, Branclì with Br;ther Matt in
DakOta
PA spreading throughout PA. Let
We feel to rejoice with the
notbe discouraged but always
angels ofheaven ih"t th..Lord."ull"
By Brother Iatnes Bork
for the light of Christ. He is
another soul into His family. His nam
for us, especially the young members, is ì,ome Mandawaub (Ojibway)
plans began to unf.old when
10 tell others how the Lor.d
he is 56. After searching
g""*;ïilì;yle Criscuolo an.ived in
blessed them. Brother
Lo¡d for tive years, studiing rhe.Book iiri,üü|,,.nigan
o' Wednesday
followed saying that men are living
of Mormon øtn Siothei Naãu, tlìe
There
he picked up
a bottle and do not know God or
calting Spirit ofthe Lo¡d descendcd
ñiïå'"'¿ilr,
,oung brorher, and
miracles. However, as rhe boftles
upon him.
a great
" thc Church, both
in
.Feeling
broken, men are coming to
sorow ancl a rrerienãous desiró to
, in Dell.oit. We were
knowledge of God. We must
baptized he cnrered rhe.
visir wirh the saints ar
delay coming to Him-by
repenra-nce orì Sunday August
who are under the
excuses for time. We seem to
2009. it was a perfett .ui.,,rl",
ðià"ri"äi'o"g,"".
time for everything except
Ilrofher Matt toôk Lome down into
God. we rnust first havc faith
the waters of baptism to wash
(continued on page 4)
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Baptism and Ordination in ND
Continued from Page 3
F'ort llerthold, wherc is that You

might ask! It's in the noÍhwest corner
of North Dakota, 1,300 miles frotn
Ann Arbor, Michigan. It's home to
Brother Robert and Sister Jody Brieck
Our brothsr and sister have been on
thc Fort Bcnhold Rescrvalion shining
their light upon God's covenant people,
the Seed of Joseph for seven years.
l.ort Berthold is honlc to lhrcc Native
American tribes the Mandan,

Arikora, and l-Iidatsa tribes rcside
there.

Beautiful Trip to Fort Berthold
Reservation, North Dakota
In The Church of Jesus Christ,
thele are many small towns with a few
sainls living lar away lrom thc main
body ofthe Church. Evangclists Lyle
Criscuolo, Joel GehlY, and John
DiBattistâ have bscn concerned with
the wellare ofthese souls and lovo to
visit. It is my privilege and joy to go on
many ofthese trips that often turn out
to bc ínteresting adventures as well.
Plans were made when Sister JodY
Brieck called us with the exciting news
wewere going to be allowedto usetribal
facilities at Fort Belthold, New Town,
North Dakota, and hold a Sunday rneeting. Our hope was to have ân opportunity lo rrcel ncw pct-rplc artd tcll thcm thc
srorv of Jcsus and Thc Churcll of Jesus

Ch¡Lt.
When Brotlier Criscuolo Picked
Brother Josiah and me uP, we headed

fol thc lliBattisla hornc in Chicago in
Brother Lyle 's RV. When we reached
Chicago, the brothers anointed Sister
Caryl DiBattista, who was scheduled
for hip surgery.
On my last triP across lhe Prairies
we prayed to stay alìead of the
blizzards lwhich caught up with us in
Michigan's upper peninsula) On this
trip we enjoyed gorgeous weather.
The land had so much rainfall thc
farmers were worried. This Part of
the bleak country is called the badlands, but it was in bloom Brothers
Joel and Josh Gchly {lew into Minneapolis fot a sales meeting, thcn rented
a car and drove ovcr ten hours to join

us at the Brieck's hotne. Also we lnet

Brothers Mark Peltier, his wile, Sister
Sophia and three children and his
narural brotltcr, Brothcl Cary Pclticr

wifc, Sister M ichcllc- ell lrorn
Windsor, Ontario, Canada. We were
wall-to-wall people and filled every
sleeping area in the Brieck's happy
home and RV.
When we arrivcd at the llrieck's
ancl his

hornc, we sat outsidc on llìc spacious
deck and fellowshipped throughout the
day with the saints discussing the
scriptules and comparing them with
the current world situation. Matthew
18:20 reads, "For where two or three
arc gathered together in mY nalìlc,
there am I in the midst of them "
God's word was exPounde<i uPon and
our nìind5 wcrc opcncd and ìllunl i-

nated. What a blessing studying the
word ofGod togethcr, sharing other''s
pcrspectives, and asking questions.
After some time sPent in PraYer,
the Elders felt a strong conviction that
thc Lord was calling Brother Bob into
the officc of a Teacher. Brother Bob
was theR approached. 'Ihcy explairlcd
thcy felt he was being called to be

ordãined as a Teacher' Brother Bob
asked to have some time to PraY
before he would give the brothers his
answer. Meanwhile our brothers
listened to experiences and conferred
with each other looking for confirmation from the Lord âs to what God's
purpose of this trip might bc. As much
was happening behind the scenes, the
culmination ofthe daY's events
confirmed thc Eldcrs would ordain
Brother Bob Brieck a Teacher in The

Church ofJesus Christ.
In the evening we went to the
home ofTheodora Starr, Sistcr Jody's
aunt. She was anointed for afflictions.
In spite ofher poor health, all witnessed a peacefil sPirit.

Saturday was a glorious daY.
Brother Bob met with the brothers,
accepling thc calling of a Tcachcr.
Plan.s were then madc to ordain hinl at
the evening n.reeting. Throughout the
day, Brother Joel was talking with
Ashley Bivson, Sister Jody's daughter,
conceming baptism. The Lord had
been preparing Ashley lor somc timc
and her countenance reflected the
Spirit convicting her' Brother Joel

it known Ashley was rcâdy to go
dowlì into the wateß of baptism. Oh
how the Spirit ofthe Lord works!
Plans wcrc tow made to baPtize
Ashley on SundaY in the lake bY the
powwow.
Wc wcnl ovcr 1o tlìc arca to scc
the facilities available. There are
historical reproductions of thc Three
Nations earth lodges where Sister
Jody's friend, Pansy, worked explaininrìhcir cuhure, Aftel shc finishcd
hci talk. oul bruthcrs turncd and lcfl
the earrû lodge. As theY walked out,
the Lord told Brother John that Pansy
was in necd ofpraYer. John was
outside already and said to tlie Lord,
"Lord, you've got to do soniething."
Meanwhile, Pansy said to Sister Jody,
"l should have had these ministers
orav lor nte!" fhc brothcrs wcrc
calícd back and Btothcr Jocl anointctl
hcr for problems from a recent concussion. At this point she began
sharing with us regardiug the problems
ofher life. Brother John was given
the message that she needcd more
praycr. The gloup sul'roundcd hcr
ãgain and prayed to lhc Lord that hcr
problems at honre as a divorced
mother with two children and all thc
problems of hcr Iifc would bc milristered to. She began to woep and cry
Therc was a powerful spirit filling the
n.rade

room.
We returtred to the Brieck's
home for dinner and preparation for'
the ordination ofBrother ìlob that
night. We enjoyed a beautiful spirit of
singing, fellowshippirtg, and preaching,
I had thc privilege of washing Brother
Bob's feet, and Brothcr Lyle ordained
him. Brother John spoke from Ezra 7
and Nehemiah.
Sunday morning, we drove to the
baptism sile on the huge rcscrvoir.
Sakakawea Lake is formed bY the

Missou¡í Rivet. It \¡/as a beautiful site
framed by the ancient Mandan earth
lodges. surrounded by ponies racing on
thc rolling hills. and the hugc skY
ovcrhead. Brother Josiah had a vision
ofligìrt sulrounding Brother Jocl and
Sistcr Ashley as he walked hel into the
clear wâters of baPtisrn.
Afterwards we walked from the

(Continued on Page I 'l)
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"And

the nighl lollowingthe Lord stood by hin, and said, Be ofgood chee4 Paul: îor as thou
hast testifred of'me inJerusaletn, so nust thou bear wittiess oftncalso in Rone" (Acts 23:l l).
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Paul had finished his third and final missionary journey. He was taking an offering for the
Church in Jerusalem, but along the way there, his friends in Ephesus, Tyre and Cacsarae told
him he should not continue, and that the Jews would ty to destroy him. Paul simply replied
to them, "God's will be done." Sure enough, Paul entered Jerusalcr¡ and was taken into
ptison. While in prison, the Lord spoke to Paul the words above. The enemies ofPaul in
Jcrusaleln vowed not to even eat oÌ sleep until Paul was dead! Somehow, Paul was taken to
anotherjail in Caesarea where he was imprisoned for over two years, but was safc. Finally,
according to tlìe Roman laws, Paul wasreleased fiomprison, and immediatelywas on his way
to Rome as the Lord had commanded him, two years after being commanded to go there.
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Vr'hen Paul {inally arrived in Rome, hc was imprisoned again, but during this time began to
fulfill God's direction, and he preached and taught ofJesus Chr ist l'or anothcr two years while
he awaited his couft trial. After several years and obstacles that would make most mcn and
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women turn back, or give up, God's plan was fulflllcd.
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God can be fusted. When He says He will accomplish something, it will happen, no matter
what. Even when delays and obstacles stand in ourway, God will fulfill His will in our líves.
l'hink âboutthe story ofJob, and how enormous afflictions came his way. He still nevergave
up, knowing that God had a plan that would be fulfilled once the storms oflife have passed.
I)o wc do the same today?
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God can be trusted when we begin to doubt, or when things seem to be going in the opposile
direction ofwherewe think they should. God can be trustcd even whcn the future isunknown.
God dídn't tell Paul he would be shipwrecked, or be imprisoned. All He said to paul was to
"be ofþood cheer," that hé would testify ofJesus Christ in Rome like he did in Jenrsalern.
Do we tl'ust God, even when the infonnation God gives us is limited? Are we patient,
knowing tlìat God's timc is not our time?

Wliilc in the Roman prison, Paul wrote Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and philernon,
some ofthe greatest words written in all ofscripture for our Church today. Instcad ofpaul
complaining while injail, he bloorned where he was planted, and continued to work for God
and fulfi1l his commissíoll, despite his circulnstances. Can we still press our way fìrrward,
fulfilling God's will for us, even when everything around us is falling apart? If we can, we
will be rnightily blessed!

SOUTHEAST

g3¡

Then on his way to Rome, Paul encountered a typhoon and experienced a shipwreck. paul
exclail¡ed to the men on the ship to have courage, for he had faith in God, and God would
dojust as FIe said He would. On the island where they were shipwrecked, aviperbitpaul,s
hand, but he shook it off, unharmed.
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God's promises to the Church today are exciting, but do we doubt when wc do not see
progress? Even more so, do we doubt when we see problems and obstacles that make it seem
as ifwe are going in the opposite direction? IfPaul had allowed his problems and obstacles
to cause him to giveup, or deny what God was going to do in his life, so much scripture would
have been lost. Nations ofpeople would have not heard the message ofChrist. Likewise,
today, lcl us not give up on the plomises God has for His people, to bùild Flis kingdom upon
thc ear1h. Let us not give up hopc ofa Peaceful Reign that is corniDg. Let us not give up hope
in our lives when t¡ouble sur¡ounds us realizing that it is always the dar.kest right bef'ore the
dawn. God will deliver you, and rnakc the morning break for us someday. God CAN be
trusted!
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Arìd that níght Mary had her beautiful
new baby. She was so young, and they
wcre so far lrom home. But angcls
sang in the heavens, and shephcrds in

The

the flrelds saw them and followed a
bright star and came to find the little
family. Do you wonder what Joseph
and Mary thought when the shepherds
bowed down and worshippcd the
baby?
And then later, along came tluec
wise men from a far away countly.

Children's
Corner
By

SisteL Janet

Bork
who lived in the larger city of Juda.

Dear Friends,
When you think about Jesus, do
you ever think about His wondcrful
parents? Can you imagine what Mary
and Joseph went through?
Mary was a young girl who had
never had a husband yet. She was
engaged to marry the cârpenter,
Joscph. when a most amazing lhing
happened Lo her. An angel of the Lord
appeared to her and told her, "You are
highly favored, the Lord is with you:
blessed are you among women. . .Fear
lìot, Mary, because you have found

lavor with the Lord. You will conccivc
and bring forth a son, and sliall call his
name Jesus. FIe shall be great, and
shall be called the Son ofthe Highest
and the Lord God shall give unto Him
thc throne ofhis father David fthe old
timc king ofJudea I and he shall reìgn
ovcr the house of Jacob folever, and
ofhis kingdom there shall be no end."
Mary answercd the angel. saying,
"How shall this be, seeing I have never
had a husband?"
And the ângel answered and said
unto her, "The Holy Ghost shall come
upon thee, and the power ofthe Highest
shall overshadow thee: thereforc, also
that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God.

Fornothing is impossiblewith God, and
also, youl cousin Elisabeth, who could
ncver have children, is also six months
pregnant now."

And Mary answered, "You see
rre, I anr the handmaiden lservallf] of
God, Let what you have said comc
1nre."

Thcn Mary hurried and packcd
and went to see her cousin lilisabeth

There, another amazing thing happened
to thc young woman, Maty. Whcn
Elisabeth heard the greetings of Mary,
the baby leapcd within her body and
she was filled with the Holy Ghost.
And Elisabeth spoke out with a loud
voicc, ald said, "Blessed arl thou
anong women, and blessed is the fruit
of thy wolnb. And how is this, that the
mother of the Lord, would come to see
me?.. .and blessed ae you for believing, for those things which were told
you frorn the Lord, will happen."
And Mary stayed with her cousin
before returning to Nazareth. When

They also had followed the star in the
sky and came to worship the baby who
wouìd grow up to be thc Savior of the
world. They brought gifts ofgold, and
rare pcrfumes called frankincense and

myrh.
The little family was going to
need thcse gifts and the gold to help
them suryive because thc next unexpected thing was that they had to run
in secret and hurry to leave the city of
Bethlehem. An angel of the Lord
(Continued on Page 1 1)

WOIìD SEARCH

she told ever-ything to Joseph, can you
imagine his shock? The girl he planned

on marrying was already pregnant and
he wasn't the father. The Lord understood his fears, and he sent an angel to
Joseph to tell hirn, "I)o not fear to take

Mary as a wife, The baby inside of hcr
is frorn God, conceìved ofthe HolY
Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call l{is nane Jesus, for
lle shall save His pcoplc lror¡ their
sins."
So Joseph married the young giÌl
immediately, and a few months later,
they \¡/ere forced by the governlÌlent to
travel to far away Bethlehem and
register to pay taxes. There were no
cars or buses invented yet, Can you
imagine being nine months pregnant or
imagine helping your pregnant wife sit
on a donkey and walking miles and
lriles along dusty roads, canying your
food ald water, in thc out-of-doors day
after day? And then, in Bethlehem,
there wâs no place to stayl Mary was
ready to have her baby and there thcy
wcre, Iooking lol a placc lo stay in.
Finally, they werc allowed to stay
in the stables where the animals were.
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To Be As Little Children
By

Sister Teny Goode

Every year the Metuchen Branch
Ladies' UplifI Circle gathers together
to prepare baked goods for the
Metuchen Country Fair, This is an
event the Ladies' Circle has becrr
involved in for over 40 years, Tht'ough
the years our variety ofbaked goods
has changcd, from watching rny
grandmother. S istcr Stclla Arcuri,
make homemade bread, to filling frcsh
cannolies, to frying dough forpitza-

fritzas with Sister Rose Risola to our
plcsent display that wc have used for
more than the past l0 years or so of
nut, poppy and pl'une rolls and homernade apple. pumpkin and chcrry pies.
We as a branch, not just the
sisters, gather together to prepare for
this event several weeks before. The
days preceding the fâir ârc the most
stressful and the busicst. We have to
keep a closc eye on the weather as
this event takes place outside, and this
year we had thc added stress thât
there was a threat ofrain for the day of
the fair. During the week we were all
praying thât thc Lord would change
the weather to just a clear day. The
tlrree days bef'ore the fair, we gathered
in our branch to make and rÕll out the
homemade pic dough. Brother Len
Benyola, Jr. is in charge ofproviding
the apples wc use for the applc pics,
and on thc Wcdncsday night belore
the fair he brought them to our branch.
Then on Thursday night we gathered
again to continue making the pie
dough. Vy'hen we were done we had
to load our cars with everything we
would nccd l'or the ncxt day. Wc are
fofunate that a local Elks Lodge lets
us use their kitchcn to bake our pies al
no charge. So on this Thursday night I
was canying two ofthe baskets of
apples in a plastic garbage bag when
the bag broke and one of the baskcts
ofapples went lolling through the

parking lot. It was dark outside and as
comical as it was, I was frustrated.
My daughter Madison and I ran
through the parking lot gathering all the
apples up. I saw her stop in a part of
the parking lot. I wasn't sure whal
she was doing as we were laughing at
what had just happened. She camc
running over to me and said the

following, "Mom, do you sec that dark
corner in the parking lot?" I said,
"Ycs." She said, "When I mn ovcr
there to get the apples, God was spcaking to rne and He told me it wasn't
going to rain on Saturday," I stood
there in awe that my 7-year-old
daughter would say this. I'iow could I
deny it, I know the power of the Lord.
So we continued that night, and
on Friday morning we had an early
stafl -. we statled our day at 9:00 a.m.
We bake over 100 pies so we need au
early start. Still with thc weather
report roporting rain for Saturday we
slill had to move ahead with tlìc
baking. We baked and peeled our
apples all day. At 5:00 p.rn. we made
a call to the Chamber of Comlnerce
for the tÕ\ryn of Metuchen and lteard a
recording that said they had cancclled
the fair due to the "threat" of inclement wcather. Needless to say I was
disheartened; I felt all our hard work
was for nothing. My daughter still in
her knowledge and innocence kept
saying, "But mom, it's not going to
rain, God told me so." So we finished
our night trying to come up witl a way
that we would be able 1o sell all of
these pies. There was no way we
could hold these pies for the rain date,
so we decidcd to meet in our branch
the next day. We would make a few
signs for the strcets and a few calls to
try and sell what wc had.
When we woke Saturday moming, what do you think the weather
was like outside? Ofcoursc there was
no rain and the sun was breaking
through the clouds. My daughter ran
to me and said, "See, mom, God said it
wouldn't rain and it isn't. wc'rc going
to the fair right?" What could I say to
her, her faith never waiveled that the
Lold would make the day havc good
weather, but the world doesn't put
their faith in God to do all things. So,
we spent the day at our branch and

[here was a little sprinkle ofrain that
lastcd about five minutes, but fo¡ 90%
of the day the weather was perfcct,
The lesson we learned through
this is that we should aiways be like
children and trust in thc Lord that l-Ie
can hcar cvery praycr whether big or
srnall whclher for sunshinc or ¡ain.
The Lord blessed us and we were able
to sell all but one pie. Praisc God, He
is so good to us.

Literature Gifts
Church literature makes wonderful
gifts for Chrrstmas and other events.
We also have gift certifìcates available
at the Print House that can be for any
amount specified. Order soon at:

Print House
P.O. Box 30
Bridgewater, Ml 481 15
734-429-5080
printhouse l@aol.com
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Cape Coral News

whom you will serve - but as f'or me
and my house , we will serye the

Lord."
Brother Sam Cuomo thanked God
for the fellowship in this church and
thc wontlerful storchousc ol blcssings
I-le gives us.

Sister Collecn arose and gave her

By

Sßter Leda Sheffler

Sincc Sister Collecn Brickhouse
(Sister Lydia Micale's mother) is ill
and cannot attend church, the Cape
Coral Branch decided to take the
church to her.
We met on Sunday, August 30, at
the home of Brother Tony and Sìster
Lydia Micale in Sarasota. Brother
Tony had invited numerous friends and
neighbors, and long-time friends and
leachels tlìat Sistet' Collecn knew.
Also attending were Evangelist
Sarn Risola and Sister Arlele, along
with Brother Phillip Benyola, Sister
Linda and their son, Brother Peter.
There werc 52 present.
Tcacher Tony Micale introduced
the elders and welconied all to his
home. I'Ie stated that we had all
gathercd hcrc for our Sunday scrvicc
to our Lord and to cclebrate the life of
our Sister Colleen. Brother Sam
Risola anointed our Sister Colleen who
has been ill with canccr.
Brother Alvin (Skip) Swanson
opened our meeting reading from
Matthew 7, "Not everyone that sayeth
Lord unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
in the Kingdom ofheaven, but he that
docth the will of my Fathcr which is in
heaven. Enter ye in at the straight
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is
the way that leadeth to destruction and
many there be which go in thereat."
I'le also relatcd two beautiful experiences that God had given him.
Brother Phillip Benyola followed
along lhc same subjcct saying, ''Evcryone that hcâreth these sayings of mine
and doeth thcm, I will likcn unlo a wise
man which has built his house upon a

rock."
Brother Sam Risola spoke next
saying he had the exact same scripture
in mind this morning. Basically, we
have two ways that we can go in our
lives - the broad way or the narrow
way. Joshua said, "Choose yc this day

testímony. "Wherc else in the world
would you find a church that would
come to you when you are unable to
go to it?" She thanked God for this
and for her family and all ofthose that
came today. She acknowledged her
longlime friends and teacher friends
who attended today.
Brotlìer Tony Micale then
concluded the sclvice stating, "Love
goes oû to live etemally." He said that
he and Sister Lydia had been going to
Italy on rnissionary work and told ofan
experience he had the last time he was
lherc when he accidenlally drank
cleaning fluid thinking it was a bottle of
Cokc. Immediately, the scriPture
came to him, "And if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them,"

(Mark l6: l8), The cleaning fluid
burned his throat and chest. Aftel'
being anointed, he had no lasting
elfects fiom the cleaning fluid and was
able to continue hrs trip. Sing Gloty
was theu sung. God's wonderful spirit
had prcvailed throughout the mccting.
After closing prayer, a luncheon
was enjoyed by all. Since it was sister
Colleen's biúhday, we sang IIaPPY
Bìfthday to her and evetyone was
served a piece of birthdaY cakc. We
had many favorable comtlents about
the mecting

liom the fliends that

attcnded.

VBS and Baptisms in
Muncey, Ontario

morning a visiou of a Seminole woman,
whom he had met in Florida, spoke to
him and said, "Tell my peoplc." That
was

it!

Later on this rnorning while

driving to church and crossing onto
Ìndian land, the Lord spoke to him and
said, "You are here!" llrother Petc
spokc on thc three HebÌcw childlen in
the furnace - how the Lord never left
theil side and how He never leaves
our side.
Brother Jerry spoke next about
how ihe world is turning their backs on
the Lord ol'the Land. How somctinres
the Lord puts obstacles in our pathway
to test us, to see how we handle them,
just likc the three Hebrew children
were tested. We ser¡e the very same
God that they seived and He saved
them.
This wcck was also our Vacation
Bible School. On tlìe first day, as the
ohildren wcre being dismissed fbr
lunch, Ilrother Pete spoke in tongues,"
My children, My children, My love and
My Church is for you. I am the gleat
Jehovah." The children asked many
questions, as they had never hcard
tongues spoken before.
Flyers werc sent holne with the
children inviting them, their parents,
and the cornmunity to attend our
Thursday evening service. The
musicians from Inner City, Michigan
were invited for a singspiration. In
atlcndance wcre S¡stcr Lisr
Champine, Sister Laurie Whitton,
Brother Jason Thomas, Brothers
Claude, Gary and Jordan Champine.
Shawn Snake also took part with his
guitar. A beautiful Spirit fllled the
church.
Thursday evening, Evangelists
Lou Vitto and Tom Eve¡ett also
attended our meeting. ln all we had
six elders in attendance. Brother Tom
opened the meeting reading excerpts
from sevcral archaeological history

Sister Mona Ogden

books, which patallel those writings of
the tsook of Mormon. As he was
speaking, Sister Michelle Gomez was

Ou Sunday morning, August 2,
2009, we were blessed to have three
elders present; Brothers Gary Coppa,
Jeny Iìenyola and Pete Dan. Brother

given a vision where she saw Jesus
appear in thc room.
After Brother Tom spoke,
Brothcr Gary Coppa blessed babY
Soreyn Sriake. Following this, lSrother

Pete opened in prayer and then related
that wliile he was eating breakfast that

Lou Vitto spoke on baptisrn,
As Brother Lou continued to

By Sistcr Angela Yoder and
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speak on baptism, Brother Pete Darr
spoke in tongues. The interpretation
givcn later was, "Freedorn is through
lne. Freedom is my Church, Come to

Pcte Dan. Contmunion was then
served, fìrst to the newly-baptized.

Sister Alyssia then gave her
testimony and was f'ollowed by

Me. J am Jehovah." Imrnediately

iìrotlier Tyler. While llrother'lyler'

after B¡other Pete sat down, three
sisters asked to be prayed on.
As wc movcd into oul testimony
meeting, Blother Nestor Gomez
shared that he was given a vision
where he saw many people linked
togethel in love. This was the Vacation Bible School therne.

was testilying two people in thc
congregation saw a white glow around
Brother Tyler's body.
Before the meetìng was closed
wc wit¡rcssctl a sccond baby blcssing.
Two-year-old Meadow French was
blesscd by Brother Girry Coppa.
Many ofthe young people
rctumcd fo¡ our evening meeting of

We sang He Changed my Lite
Conpletely in a MomenL Upon
Iìnishing the song, Tyler King aged l7
from lmperial stood up and emotionally
announced that he wanted to be
baptized. A few minutes later Alyssia
Gomez, age 14, from South Bend

wolship and fellowship.

So

with the help of Shane Fisher, they

spent an entire day cleaning away the
weeds and bn¡sh beside the Thar¡es
River. Brother George Jr. took
Brother Pete Darr to the site earlier
tôday. While there the Lord spoke
saying, "Someone will come here

tomorrow; be diligent with My work
and I

will

bless you."

On Friday after Vacation Bible
School, we gathered at the river with

Tyler and Alyssia, and sang their
favorite songs. Tyler entered the
water first. Brotlìer Pete Darr perfomred his first baptism baptizing Tyler
King. Alyssia Gomez entered the
\¡,'ater next and \ryas baptized by
Brother Gary Coppa.
We later gathered at the Muncey
Mission where Brother Jerry Benyola
spoke directly to the newly baptized,
Brother Tyler and Sister Alyssia. He
likened life to a GPS, when you go the
wrong way, that device will tell you to
rnake a U-tum as soon as possible. lt
is the same way with oul spiritual
lives.
I'Ie

"God will never misdirect you.
will always lead you on the straight

course. The reception of the Holy
Ghost is a prccious and powerful gift."
Brother Tyler was confirmed by
Brother Jerry Benyola and Sister
Alyssia was confir'med by Brother

sins and requested to be reinstated.
She statcd thât slìc wanted it to be
right, that she and her husband would
serve the Lord together.
We had prcparcd the preceding
weck to havc lunch together after our
rneeting this day. Who knew it was
going to be â cclcbration of 1wo more
names written in the Lamb's Book of

Life.

Gome Ye to the Waters

asked f'or her baptisni.

Two weeks previously, Brother'
George Grosbeck Jr. was prompted by
the l-ord to prepâre the baptism site.

At the close of thc meeting we
wcrc asketì to lorrn a circlc and join
hands in prayer. Josh's wife, Krystal
(LaBute), stood upon her feet asking
the brothers and sislers to forgive her
of any wrong and repented of all her

By

Sister

Kathy Vitto

"Ho, evety one that tllirsteth,
come ye to the waters, and he that halh

no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea,

cone, buy wine and milk without
noney and withoutplce. " On Sunday, October 4, 2009 llrother Peny
Vitto opened his sermon with the
preceding quote from lsaiah 55:1.
He then continued to expound on the

lest ofthe chapter, with the underlying
thcrnc in the Windsor tsranch bcing
"When we increase in loving the Lord
we will increase our numbers."
Josh O'Neil, has not only felt the
love of God but has sealched the
Scriptures to learn ofFaith, l{epentance, and Baptisrn. Aftcr the rneeting
was left open for testimony, Josh stood
upori his feet and asked for his baptism. What a joy filled thc branch.
The brothers and sisters have dedicated themselves in prayer for those
on our warm list, for those who have
not yct committed thcmselves in
selice to our Lord, and those who
have strayed flom the Gospel to

fetuln.
Ilrother Johr Collison then spoke
on the 'weight ofthe yoke' that will
now be lifted fiom Josh. Quoted frorn
Matthcw ll:29-30, "Take my yokc
upon you, and learn of rne; for I am
mcek and lowly in heart; and ye shall
find lest unto youl souls. Formyyoke
is easy and my burden is light."

The following Sunday, October
I l, 2009, Brother Perry Vitto took his
first candidate into the waters of
regeneration and baptized Ë|rother Josli
O'Neil. Il¡other John Collison confinned him with the reception ofthe
Holy Ghost. Sister Krystal was called
lo sit ncxt to her husband and was
reinstated by lìrother Perry Vitto.
tsrothcr Matt (lollison was visiting
the Wrndsor Branch this day, unaware
that we were hâving a baptism and a
reìnstatement. He spoke to us about
Lehi and the tree of life, walking that
straight and narrow path, and that we
must read and learn of the word of
God. J'Ie rerninded us "there is only
one .,^'ay to ontor into the kingdorn of
heaven and any other way would be
like a thiefanci a robber. Even King
Lamoni's falher was willing to forsake
his kingdom and give up all he had to
find this eternal life." Brother Matt
asked, "Are u/e there yet? Which
¡oad will we choose, one to etemal life
with God or eternal damnatìon?"

Brother John Collison read from
John

l4:l6, "And I will pray the

F'ather, and he shall give you another
Comfortcr, that he may abide with you
for ever." I-Ie followed with how the

Cclmfoúer has played a special role in
his rnarriage, and when you face
stmggles, liardships, andpain, through
the refining you still have to want it.
"It is your first love, we cannot lose
our first lovc. You will nevel be
comfo less ifyou look, ifyou are on
your knees, ilyou have the tru1h. We
have the truth in thc Rcstored Gospel
(Continued on Page 10)
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Come Ye to the Waters
Cont¡nued from Page 9

ofJesus Christ. Never Ìet it go, and
He will always comfoft you."
ßrothel Pcrry rcmintled us again
about the love of Jesus - when we
love with pureness ofheart, the Lord
will sec our hearts for we cannot hide
them and Ilc will increase out numbers.
Te stimony followed with wonderful expressions ofgratitude to our Lord
coming frorn our new brother and
sistcr. After closing in prayer we
gathered for an aftemoon of fellow-

ship and lunch.

scelle and how out of three cars and
one engine of the numbcr 3 train, the
engine and the fiLsl cal were com-

The Gift Givers

pletely torn apâfl. There were only a
few survivors from the first car, one of
thcm being a friend ofiline with whom
I would sit. Aftcr we heard a number
ofreports that camc in, Kristen turned
1o mc and said. "lfyou had nol drivclr
in, I could be a widow right now and
the kids would have lost their father."
At that momenl. I lhanked tny Hcavenly Father for sparing rry life.
Often when you look back at
experiences, you cân see the Lord's
mighty hand al work and thal is true in
this case. You see, I only work every
other Friday and six months prior to 1lìe

understanding. Rather than simply
dictating the process, God gives us
opportunity to lully apprcciatc rcceiving. Matthew 7:1 1 quotes Jesus, ".Ifye
then. being cvil. know how to ¿ivc
good giîts unto your children, how
much notc shall your Father whìch

accident, my brother had booked hís

wcdding facility for Friday, September
6, rly Friday offweekend. IJowever,

My Experience
By

Br other

Anthony Azzinu'o

It has been ovel a year since the
day of the tragic Metrolink t¡ain wreck
in Chatswonh, Calilomia. Over timc
the memory of the wreck and the
events that occurrcd that day may be
forgotten by some, but I will ¡eve¡
forget wlìat the Lord did for me and
niy family that day.
The day was Friday, September
12,2008. It was the day that my
brothcr, Chris, was to have his wedding rehearsal and dinner in the
cvening. Every dây I take the train to
work and on Fridays I get off work an
hour carlicr, so I takc thc carlier train
horne. The previous night, my wife,
Sistcr Kristen, had asked me to drive
to work in order to gct home faster so
that we could make the rehearsal on
time. I reluctantly said yes because I
like to sleep while riding on the train. I
drove to work and at the end of the
day drove home to pick up Kristen.
That Friday evening Kristen and I
were on our way to the rehearsal
when we heard on thc radio that thcte
liad been a train wreck in Chatswortli
between thc nurrber 3 train lo Silni
Valley and a frcight train. Chills went
up and down our bodics as we continued to listen intently to thc radio. Reports

wcrc corning in tìcscribing thc lrcgic

the facility called him back and told

him they had to give him thc September l3'ì'Friday instead. So, ilit had ot
been changed, they would have been
manied a week earlier and I would
have had no reason not to take the
number 3 train on Septembei l2'r'.
The Lord uscs people many times
and in this case, he used Sister Judy
Salerno from the Sterling Heights,
Michigan Branch. That uroming she
was driving to work ancl was prompted
by the Lord to pray for my safety that
day. I rhank Cod for lhe miraclcs irt my
life and the blessings He bestows upon
me and my family every day. God
bless you all.

Merry
Christmas
to all our readers.

Continued from Page

'l

ìs in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?' So, if my parents
were able to supply this " good gil!' to
their son forty years ago, then God,
who has been giving " good things" to
mankind for as long as we have
existcd, can exceed our gift-giving in
ways beyond our imagination.
There have been many others
who have also wanted for gifts, but
possibly none make tlÌe point stronger
than those Native Arnericans who
encountercd the resurrected Christ 33
years after Nephi's Christrnas prayer
was answered. III Nephi 19:9 records,
"And they ditl pray for that which
they most desircd; and they desired
thât úc Holy Ghost sltoultl be given
r.åem." These were they who had
obscrvcd so much in such an abbrcviated time period. They saw firsthand
the power of God manifestcd in both
anger and love, They felt the earth
shake and twist beneath them, the
skies rain dark hot ash upon them, the

storm winds flatten cities around them
and landscapes take new shapes
before them. Most diffrcult of all, they
witnessed loved ones' lives instantly
snatchcd from lhcm. Thcsc survivors
understood this devastation was God's
agonizing over H is son's crucifixion.
Just days later, this small group of
cyewitnesses thcn heard God's loving
voice announce Jesus Christ as I-Ie
descended among them. As testimony
to their spiritual awakening, they were
able to ve¡balize what "they nost
desired," stating "they desircd that
tlrc floly Ghosl shoukl be given them."
God had captured their atlention,
proven by theil'sincere focus in
housing God's spirit. Their reward
came immediately after they were
baptizcd as they "received" the FIoly
Ghost, just as we do today. In expressing His appreciation, III Nephi 19:2021 records Jesus Christ's prayer,
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"Fathe\ I lhank thee that tllou has
given lhe I[oly Ghost ùtlto these
wlrctn I havc c/roscr." Our savior
remains as thankful today each time
we "reccivc" this same Holy Spilit, FIe
took this further with, " Fathe4 I pray
thee that tllou wilt give the Holy
Gllost unto all lhent that shall
believe in thefu wot'ds." Llke lhe
classic Christmas hymn I ask, "Do
you see what I sec? Do you hear
wltal I heat'!" Do you see how Jesus
acknowledged those He had "chosen"
(that's youl) recerving the Holy Ghost?
Do you hear how IIe then prayed for
those who would "receive" (" believe
in their woids") thc lruth through
each of you'/
i{e did not simply tell us, "lt is
bettcr to givc than to receive"; He
teaches us to "give" because we first
"rcccivcd." t hc gilt wc lcccivc is
greater lhan any earthly gift (ex: silver
Stìngray bicycle) or cven the gift ofan
extcnded natural life. The gift we
receive is the greatost of all gifts, as it
scals us His for ctcrnity. lt teaches,
confinns, brings col¡fort and assures
peace. And there is no reason to feel
posscssivc with this gift, as I did with
my bicyclc. Thc I loly Ghost remains
"shiny and new," ncver losing its luster.
It is best shared with others because
when we give it to others, it actually
cxpanrJs within us rathcr than dir¡inishes. The lloly Spirit bears out that it
is literally "better to give than to reccivc.

"

Like the mcssage of encouragemert Nephj heard on that first Christrras Evc, wc a¡e called to offer, " Lift
up your heacl and be of good
cheet'." Llke the message of courage
the shephcrtls hcard that first Christmas season, we are called to share,

"Fear not; for behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy." Like the
seasonal songs of good news, we are
called to testify, "Joy to the world,
the Lord is co¡re." We arc the "Gift
Givers" bccause we were first the
"Receivers of Riches." In this season
o1'giving let's rernelnber to "gift" to
those in need all the riches we've
"received." I, for one, have learned it
t|uly is "better'" that way.
So, what has been your fàvorite
Christmas gifi?

Baptisrn and Ordination in ND

The Children's Corner

Continued from Page 4
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water to the open-air shelter where we
had our outdoor meeting, The sounds

appeared to Joseph in a dream and
warned him that Herod, the ruler of
ihe cntirc country, had mct lhc wisc
lnen and heard of thc prophecics.
Herod was hunting them to kill the
baby who was going to glow up and
be thc King ofthe Jews and all of

ofour guitars rnd singing rang in our
ears and aoross the waters as the
powwow wound down. One can only
wondel what went on in the rninds of
others sharing our picnic mceti g ârea.
lJrothc¡ John confir'med Ashlcy.
Brother Joel spoke on ÌI Nephi 3 I : l7
and Brothei' Bob was callcd to testify.
He remembered his baptìsm in the
Monongahela River many years ago.
Brother Lyle spoke fi'om 2 Nephi
31:21.

We concluded our beautiful
meeting and retùrned to the Brieck's
home for a meal followed by Sunday
evening selvice on the dcck witli
Sâorament for our new Sister Ashley.
Monday moming early, we all departed
with fond farewells. Brother John and
the Gehly's letl at dawn for a long
drive to catch air' flights. Wc contínued on, and after a night in a campground along the Missouri Iìiver, drove
through South Dakota, Minnesota and
info Wisconsin where we spent anolher
night in a rcst stof. In thc rnonring wc
drove to South Bend, Indiana to rneet
with thc saints for Wednesday night
meeting.
Brothers Mitchell Edwa¡ds and
Nestor Gomez met \üith the thrce of us
in the home of Sisters Meredith Martin

l1

mankind. Can you imagine their fcars?
They fled the country as the
soldiers surrounded Bethlehem and
mu¡dered every baby boy age two and
under. Don't you think that they talked
with cach otlier and marveled at what
they had gone through? There were no
telephones or post offices in that day
to go call worried relatives and tell
tlìem they were safe. And now God
told then that they must go to a
foreign land called Egypt to live. How
would they have survived ilGod
wouldn't have sent the wise men with
gìfts ofgold? Can you imagine how
hard it would bc to be âfiaid that
rnaybe llerod had spies who would
track you down and kill your baby?
Ard how would il bc to bc slrangcrs in
a strange land where people dressed
different, spoke another language, and
worshipped different statues that they
called gods? What an arnazing Iifc

We had feasted on ninc days of
spirit-fi lled meetings. singing, praying
and fellowship. Il was ajoy and a
privilege to share with our brothers and

Mary and Joseph had.
The Bible tells us that Mary
heard every prophecy and every good
thing that the angels, the wise men,
and the shepherds told her and that she
kept thein in hcr hearl. As the years
passed, we know that the Bible says
she and Joseph had other children. It
mcntions darrghlcrs antl namcs ltrur
other sons: Jarnes, Joseph, Sirnon and
Judas. So, she and Joseph had a busy
fi.rll lifc.
Eventually, Jesus grew ilìto â
man, and bcgan doing His miraclcs.
He taught people how to love and
allowed Himself to be c¡ucified for our
sins, We do not know when Joseph
died, but Mary was there when Jesus
began His rninistry and she was there
at the cross, too. This girl, most
blessed among women, grew into a
wondcrful mother, ând âlong with
Joseph, has never been forgotten by

sistels everywher

mankind.

and Connic Slnith who are the essence
of hospitality. At the meeting Brother
Josiah gave them a summary of our
cxperiences, I gave rny testimony of
God's greatness, and Brother Lylc

spoke on rnissionary work. We
enjoyed an extremely spirit-filled
rnccting. Before we lcft tlie next day,
Sisters Lisa Char¡pine and Becky
Talbuck, who we¡e enroute to visit old
hìstorical spots ofThe Chulch ofJesus
Clirist in Nauvoo,Illinois and other
placesjoined us. Sister Meredith fed
and enteilained us all. When we left,
we knew wc had madc niore lifetime

friends.

e.
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*

WEDDINGS *

Sister Ì:lizabelh Sacramento and
Ricardo Watkis were united in holy

matrimony on Au g\s129,2009 allhe
Freehold, New Jersey Branch.

Baptisms
Brother Miguel Angel Gomez
was baptized on October 4, 2009 at the

Bell, Calilornia Brauch. He was
baptized by Brothe¡ Bob McDonnell
and confirmed by Brother Malcolm
Paxon.

OBITUARIES
We wish to express ow synpathy to those who moum tlrc loss of
loved ones. May God blass atttl
confort you.

Sister Taylor Surdock was
baptized on October 18, 2009, ât the
Pacific Region MBA Campout in

Idyllwild, California and is amember
ofthe San Diego, California Branch.
She was baptized by Brother Jim

Fluttenberger and confirmed by

Brother Lou Ciccati.

SIVERIO COÉPA
Brother Silverio Coppa passed on
to his reward on April 2,2009, He is
survivcd by his wife, Eva Ilene Coppa;
two siblings, Ahna Coppa and Eva
Cain; two children, a son, Gary Coppa
and his wife, Susan; a daughter, Susan
Moraco and her husband, Dcnnis; and
three grandhchildren, Anlhony
Moraco, Chris Moraco and Kevin
Coppa.

MARY J. SLICK
Sister Mary J. Slick of the
Liberty, Ohio Branch passed on to her
rcward on Octobcr 18, 2009. Shc is
survived by her two daughters, Sister
Gloria (Ken) Keeley and Laura
(Daniel) Winterbottom-Coüado, along
with grandchildren and a great-

Brother Paul Guencro was
baptized on October 18, 2009, at the
Pacific Region MBA Campout in
Idyllwild, California and is a member
ofthe Modesto, California Bralch.
He was baptized by Brother Joe
Ciarolla and conftrmed by Brother
Tom P. Liberto.
Brother Abner Mosqueda was
baptized on October 18, 2009, at the
Pacific Region MIìA Campout in
ldyllwild, Calif'ornia and is a member
of the Modesto, California Branch.
He was baptized by lìrother Mark
Coppa and conlìnned by Brother
Santos Zamorâ.

Ordinations

Name
A

ddress

Sister Debbie Kyriakakos ofthe
Mo<iesto, California Branch would

like to thank everyone for their
outpor.rring of love, prayers, cards and
phone calls during her recent ordeal
with a broken leg and surgery. Thank
God for each and evcry one ofyou.

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Arcuri,Philip
31 High Way Ter.
Edison,NJ 08817

grandchild.

Address Change

Note of Thanks

Brother Kevin Perri was ordained
a teacher on July 5,2009 at the
Levittown, Pennsylvania Branch. His
feet werc washed by Ilrother Michael
Zaino, and hc was ordained by Brother
Joe Peri.

732-572-2389

l)ulisse, Chuck and Valerie
267 Laurel Rd.
E. Northporl, NY 11731
631-651-8317

Gibson, Sevilla
7756 Fem Drive

Mentor-on-the-Lake, OH 44060

Brothcl Blian Sllrilh was orPh

onc-

llranch or Mission

dained a dcacon on August 30, 2009 at
the Monongahela, Pennsylvania
Branch. FIis feet wcre washed by
Brother Dan Covalesky, and he was
ordained by Apostle lke Smith.

440-290-8200
Snake, Candice
259 Vr'ild Rose St.

Fort McMurray, AB, Can. T9K 0G8
780-750-1t63

